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ESA Takes a Licking 

by Craig Beneville 

The Endangered Spedes Act is being kicked, thrown 
down, dragged through the mud and sized up for a pair 
of concrete socks. And this is all prior to reauthoriza- 
tion, scheduled for this year before a Congress savagely 
hostile to retaining even a shred of our nation's natural 
heritage. Disappointingly, the corporate environmen- 
talist response to these threats has been capitulation 
and defensive posturing. 

y' On December 21 the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
-j(FWS) announced a mass of "administrative rule 
' changes," ostensibly designed to "ensure consistency 
| in administration of the [ESA] . " However, an examina- 
tion of the new rules reveals a back-door attempt to 
7 thwart enforcement of the act and make it more "user 
jfriendly" to those who are no friend to endangered 
^plants and critters. 

The proposed changes, issued in the form of guide- 
lines, range from weakening Section 7 regulations, 
which require federal agencies to consult with the FWS 
when their actions affect a listed species, to new rules 
making it more difficult for citizens to petition to list 
sneers. 

(The FWS also issued new guidelines for Habitat 
Conservation Plans (HCP's) under section 10(a) of the 
act. The FWS uses HCP's to license private landowners 
to destroy endangered wildlife. If a private landowner 
has an endangered species "problem," they can apply 
for an "incidental take permit," which allows the 
landowner to destroy habitat as long as a plan has been 
approved to conserve the species. The obvious prob- 
lem is that nearly all species are endangered due to 
habitat destruction. HCP's. which regularly allow 50 
to-75 percent of an endangered species existing habitat 


to be destroyed, ar e clearly an absurd way to maintain 
a species, much less see it recover as the ESA mandates?) 
For example, the HCP for the Coachella Valley fringe- 
toed lizard allowed for an incredible 89 percent of its 
extant habitat to be developed. 

Incorporated into the new guidelines is Babbitt's "no 
surprises" policy, announced last fall. "No surprises" 
states that once a landowner has implemented an HCP, 
no futher conservation measures will be requested. 
Period. Even if new scientific information reveals that 
the plan is wholly inadequate. Not surprisingly, HCP 
plans are designed by developer-paid consultants. 

The FWS promulgates such administrative changes 
unilaterally. The only restriction is that the changes 
may not be contrary to the intent of the act as 
indicated by its legislative history. The Biodiversity 
Legal Foundation has filed a 60-day notice of intent to 
sue on the new regulations. They argu ed with crystal^ 
I neflTTogicfhar^ for criticaHyim- 

periled species is outside the intenFoFthe'act? (Phone 
' your local FWS for a copy of theproposetf guidelines; 
the comment period ends February 21.) 

The proposed administrative changes foreshadow the 
Clinton Administration's vision of the ESA. That future, 
as Babbitt proposes it, lies in ecosystem-based, coopera- 
tive plans such as California's Natur al Communitie s 
Conservation Planning (NCCP) proces s. As stated in its 
^founding legislation, NCCP seeks to provide the "regional 
pr otection-of naturaTwildlife d iver sity, whilealLowing 
com patible development and growth.^ 

continued on page 24 
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Friends of the Wolf protested the Yukon wolf kill January 11 by shutting down the Alaska Highway with a car and flaming barrels. 

Activists Blockade Yukon Highway 


FOW Protests Wolf Kill 


by David Barbarash 

On January 11, Friends of the Wolf (FOW) shut 
down the Alaska Highway outside Whitehorse in the 
Yukon Territories. They erected a barricade using a 
junker car and 50-gallon barrels set ablaze in the 
middle of the road. In the first major action of this 
year's campaign, the group sent a strong message to 
the Yukon Territorial Government: Stop the aerial 
wolf kill! 

Planning for the action began several days earlier 
when an abandoned car was donated to the campaign. 
The FOW snow-removal team dug the old Toyota out 
of its frigid home, where it had lived motionless for the 
past 18 years. Amazingly, three of the four tires held air 
when inflated! Activists acquired four 50-gallon drums, 
chiseled their lids off and punched vent holes through 
the sides while others created the banners and signs. 

At noon on the day of the action, the A Team 
prepared the car for towing and filled the drums with 
wood, diesel gas, and other nasty petroleum products. 
While towing the car to the site, a passing motorist 
waved them over, pointing out that a tire on the car 
was flat and the rim was sparking on the highway. The 
group had some moments of concern and debate since 
there was a lot of diesel in the back of the truck, 
however, they decided to move forward. 

The A Team passed a highway rest area at 1:55 pm, 
5 minutes from action time, and the B Team moved 
out behind them. The A Team pulled over onto the 
shoulder across from a weigh station to unhook the car 
while the B Team dropped off flaggers with "Stop the 
Wolf Kill" signs to reroute traffic and pass out flyers. 


Once the car was unhooked, the crew pushed it into 
the middle of the highway. Two weigh station officials 
came to advise the group that they would cause an 
accident if they didn't get the car out of the way. The 
activists thanked them for their concern and pro- 
ceeded. The officials soon realized that this was not an 
ordinary case of a stalled vehicle and ran back to call 
the cops. As soon as the car was in position (after much 
delay — why does the highway get so busy at critical 
moments?) activists unloaded the dmms from the 
truck. FOW's get-away driver then left the scene with 
the suspicious truck (but not before almost getting 
stuck in the ditch!) 

At this point, chaos ensued. Two vigilant officials 
tried to prevent the dmms from going onto the road, 
and kicked over two on the shoulder. The other two 
were placed and FOW's fire safety agent ignited the 
contents with flares. Not satisfied with kicking over 
only two dmms, one of the officials grabbed the 
banner and knocked over a burning dmm in the 
middle of the highway. The contents spilled out, and 
what began as a safe, contained fire quickly became an 
uncontrolled mass of flame and black smoke. The 
highway was ablaze! 

FOW's fire safety agent was not impressed. 

Having caught all the action on film and video, 
the Friends of the Wolf were pleased to acknowl- 
edge the assistance of the Yukon Government 
officials in the campaign to end the wolf kill. The 
same guy who was having so much fun kicking 
over the drums, perhaps sensing the danger of 
being caught red-handed on film, approached one 
of FOW's media agents and attempted to grab his 
camera. While the photographer dropped to 

continued on page 18 
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Shrinking Pains 


by Leslie Hemstreet 

When I first heard Jesse Helms insinu- 
ate that Bill Clinton would be shot if he 
set foot in North Carolina, I realized that 
I have something in common with both 
of these men. 

Like Jesse Helms, I too have pondered 
Bill Clinton's demise — because of his 
abysmal failure to keep his campaign 
promise to protect the environment. 
With A1 Gore and Bruce Babbitt in 
Clinton's arsenal, I had foolishly, tem- 
porarily suspended my lifelong disdain 
for legislative politics, and allowed hope 
to slither into my usually impenetrable 
heart. 

Like Bill Clinton, Jesse Helms better 
shoot me if he sees me coming, because 
I'm one of his. I was raised in the south 
by his generation, and I know how his 
sick little mind works. Now that the 
Republicans have taken over, we have 
to look at the possibility that we will be 
organizing without environmental laws. 

Though many Earth Firstlers are cyni- 
cal about government, we have all ben- 
efited from using environmental laws 
to further our struggles. Now that our 
relatively infantile movement has been 
dropped on its head, we need to assess 
the brain damage. We need to take a 
hard look at the opportunities lost with 
the Clinton administration, and do some 
informed speculation about the poten- 
tial disasters ahead. 

The Clinton administration's broken 
promises read like a casualty list for 
mainstream environmentalists who 
foolishly invested their whole wad in 
legislative pursuits (see Jeffrey St. Clair's 
Losing It at the Courthouse in this issue). 
Every good yuppie knows that you 
should diversify your investments. Their 
market has now crashed. 

Included in the litany of failures: un- 
fulfilled promises to reauthorize and 
strengthen the Clean Water Act, the 
Safe Drinking Water Act, the Superfund 
program, and, saddest of all, the Endan- 
gered Species Act. Further, the adminis- 
tration was unable to reform any min- 
ing, grazing, or pesticide laws, including 
the dangerously antiquated 1872 Min- 
ing Law. 

These catastrophes were worsened 
exponentially by the awful timing of 
the Republicans taking over just as the 
wishy-washy Whitehouse weenies may 
have been getting around to trying again. 


Among the Republican threats is the 
ominously vague Contract on America 
which was introduced by House Major- 
ity leader Newt Gingrich who, ironi- 
cally, used to teach courses on the envi- 
ronment at Tulane University. For those 
who dig, the Contract on America dimly 
illuminates the Republican pro-business/ 
anti-environmental agenda. 

Naturally, the Republicans don't want 
to appear too anti-environmental. After 
all, many Americans consider them- 
selves environmentalists. What the Re- 
publicans want, so far that is, is for 
environmental regulations to be im- 
posed only "after considering whether 
the health and safety risks they address 
are significant and the benefits justify 
the costs." Essentially, they want an 
"Economic Impact Statement" for any 
environmental acts. This sounds rea- 
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sonable, until you ask what they mean 
by "significant" and "justifiable." You 
don't need to have read any Franz Kafka 
novels to imagine the possible labyrin- 
thine machinations involved in creat- 
ing this "EIS" while the destruction 
grinds on. 

The Republicans further advocate a 
law requiring compensation for private 
property owners if environmental regu- 
lations diminish their property values. 
In essence, the Republicans demand 
that their landed buddies be paid ran- 
som in order to release the land that 
they've kidnapped. 

The Republicans would also require 
that no federal environmental laws be 
enacted at the state and local levels 
without accompanying financial assis- 
tance. . , 


Brigid by Peggy Sue McRae 


Brigid celebrates the initial stirring 
of Spring. Foliage from the past year 
dies away leaving the seed. A seed 
concentrates an entire life form into 
pure essence. The almost symbolic 
state of a seed is encapsulated in a 
protective shell for the period of 
gestation. 

Brigid is a good time of year to let 


the foliage of our lives die away and 
draw into our own essence. Some- 
times we need to withdraw into our 
own protective shell. If we stay too 
long within the shell, eventually we 
will die. Yet, dormant periods of 
healing and nurturing are as essential 
to our growth and vitality are is the 
sun and the rain. 


Since the Republicans have been gloat- 
ing about how they are going to reduce 
the size and spending of the US govern- 
ment, one can only interpret this plat- 
form to mean that all environmental 
laws will be rendered totally ineffective 
due to insufficient funds. 

Try as we might, we cannot ignore the 
whining of the constituency who elected 
the worse of two evils. I hear chainsaws. 
The Northwest Forestry Association and 
the Douglas Timber Operators have 
promised to "seriously pursue" disman- 
tling the Endangered Species Act and all 
other environmental laws, now that 
they have the right people in office. As 
it is, the Endangered Species Act is being 
silently dismembered (see ESA Takes a 
Licking in this issue). Environmentalists 
can only cringe at the prospect of the 
ESA being subjected to an act of the 
104th Congress. 

As the song goes, "You can have free 
speech as long as you don't say too 
much." By the same token, we can have 
powerful laws as long as we don't try to 
enforce them. My heart is shouting to 
my brain: "I told you so!" It is much 
harder to recover horn a crushed hope 
than from the constant consummation 
of cynicism. My sole comfort is know- 
ing that I chose the correct organizing 
tactic in the first place — direct action. 
Sometimes, being right sucks. 

If this turn of events is not enough to 
convince mainstream eco-wieners to 
adopt a no-compromise policy and to 
use grassroots organizing methods, what 
will ? If all the lobbyists and their cheer- 
leaders had been willing to lock down or 
blockade arm-in-arm and neck-to-neck 
with Earth First!, where would our move- 
ment be today? I empathize with the 
passion that directed some of the suit- 
and-tie (pumps-and-'hose?) environ- 
mental efforts. But as my mind circles 
around looking for a place to lie down, 

I keep reaching the same conclusion: 
direct action is the most meaningful 
organizing tool. KEEP PUTTING THE 
EARTH FIRST! — LESLIE HEMSTREET 

In Memory 

The Journal staff was saddened to 
learn of the death of Don Graham at 
his parent's house on December 30. 
Don worked as a short term editor on 
the Journal both in Missoula and 
most recently for the Yule, 1994 
issue. He was a dedicated activist 
and will be missed by many. Adios, 

V Don. ) 
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Toward Stronger Alliances: 

A Response to "Rethinking Environmental-First Nations Relationships" 


by Mira Goldberg # ‘ r ' i , ' 

1 My fifst response to David Orton's article (Yule, 
,1994, EF!J) was one of dismay — "here comes another 
/ white guy destroying any hope of building trust with 
I indigenous activists. " My second response was that we 
\do need to bring this discussion out in the open so that 
we know what needs to be done to move forward. 

This article is an attempt to present another way of 
"rethinking" relationships between non-indigenous 
environmentalists and indigenous liberation activists. 
My analysis is rooted in my experiences working as a 
non-indigenous activist, in solidarity with sovereign 
native nations in the region known by the colonial 
name of "British Columbia." Any discussion on this 
issue requir es ind i genous perspectives as well as non- 
Thdigenous perspectives, so read on with a recognition 
-that this discussion is, at this point, seriously lacking. 

Before I respond to the specifics of Orton's article, I 
want to establish a context for the discussion. I see 
elements of Orton's article as reflecting a tendency 
among some radical environmentalists to make a " 
distinction between "human-centered" issues and 
"earth-centered" issues, and dismiss "human-cen- 
tered" issues as anthropocentric and therefore not 
worth discussing. My difficulty with the "anthropo- 
centric vs. ecocentTic" split is this: In ordertoTTalFthe 


of the sovereign native nations that inhabitthese lands. 

Orton believes that certain environmental activists 
ally themselves with indigenous nations "out of a 
genuine sense of wanting to atone in some way for past 
atrocities and the dispossession of native lands. " There 
are indeed past atrocities; there are also current atroci- 
ties. Dispossession of indigenous people is still hap- 
pening (e.g. relocation of Cheslatta people as part of 
the construction of the Alcan/"Kemano II" dam on the 
Nechako River). Because the genocide is current and 
continuing, we can take action now, not to atone for 
"past sins" but to rectify the current situation. 

Part of colonialism is thatthecolonizinggroup 
defines history to keep itself firmly on top and 
concealpossibilitiesforresistance. Furthermore, 
it portrays the colonialism as "over and done 
with" and focuses on the colonized group as 
corrupt or otherwise collaborating in their own 
oppression. v— 

If we took Orton's article as representa 
five of indigenous responses to destruction' 


j destruction of the earth, we must unders t and what is 
destroying the earth. This involves looking at pow er 
ions between humans. 


In North America, corporate destruction of the land 
is intertwined with genocide of native peoples and 
colonial occupation of native lands. To destroy capi- 
talism, we must support indigenous liberation, even if 
that appears "human-centered." 

I have heard ma ny non-ind igenous environmental- 
istsTry to sidestep supportin g native sbvereignty'and 
jurisdiction by saying "no one owns the land." Until 
humans reach cultural consensus onTFuSTdea, the 
reality is that human control over land use plays a 
huge part in shaping the futures of the land and those 
who live on it. This issue of jurisdiction tends to alarm 
non-indigenous activists who are used to agitating for 
the return of "our land," for "our government" to be 
accountable to its citizens. 

But what we consider “our countries" are, in reality, 
neo-colonial nations that are currently occupying na- 
tive nations. Much of this land has never been ceded by 
war or treaty and legally remains under the jurisdiction 




of the earth, we wo uld have to come to the^ 
co nclus ion that there is no indigenous re- 
sistance. Obviously Orton's picture is in- 
complete. What about the 1 8-month 
blockade by Protectors of Mother 
Earth? Milton Born With A Tooth 
and other Peigan peoples' resistance 
to the Oldman Dam? The Lubicon 
Nation's fight against Unocal's Sour 
Gas Processing Project? Qwa-Ba-Diwa resistance to 
Fletcher Challenge and MacMillan Bloedel's destruc- 
tion of the areas known as the Carmanah/Walbran? 
These are only_a_few examples of militant native 
resistance in defense of t he land and envi ronment. I 
"am notifying to idealize native resistance, I am point- 
ing out that indigenous resistance is current and 
widespread. This means that possibilities for alliance 
v, are there, i f non- ind i genous~p eo p le~aj e~wifflfife t o_ 
/Y nake the effort. , 

Orton focuses only on native collaborators and 
mentions indigenous responses to collaboration only 
as an aside. Of course there are native collaborators — 
there are collaborators in every resistance movement. 
But indigenous people are capable of addressing this 
collaboration. Terri John of the Lil'Wat Peoples Move- 
ment writes, "we sovereigntists beyond the treaty fron- 
tier are no longer prepared to have our sovereign 
liberties bargained away by collaborating natives..." It 

if- Ut'r 'J~ < o fGth- 



is up to non-indigenous people to search out this 
indigenous analysis, to think about it and discuss it, 
but not to try to take leadership in criticizing the 
collaborators or otherwise determining the progress of 
native liberation. I think our time would be better 
spent looking at our own failures to build alliances 
with indigenous people rather than indigenous fail- 
ures to live up to our own "environmentally pure" 
standards. 

Another difficulty in Orton's article is his simplifica- 
tion of agreements between native nations and indus- 
try. For example, Orton cites "native-sanc- 
tioned logging of temperate old-growth 
rainforest in Clayoquot Sound which 
undercut the growing national and in- 
ternational protest movement to save 
the sound's rainforest." 

If we are to look seriously at what 
happened in Clayoquot and learn from 
it, we must look at the weaknesses in the 
"protest movement's" alliance build- 
ing that allowed the forest industry to 
be perceived as a stronger ally than the 
radical environmental movement. 
Those weaknesses included dis- 
agreements within the indigenous/ 
non-indigenous Clayoquot com- 
munities on strategy and direction, 
past relationships between non-in- 
digenous activists and indigenous 
communities in the area, politics within the native 
nations, and many other important factors that played 
a part. The Interim Measures agreement that Orton 
refers to was not signed in a vacuum. Without the 
context we can't learn anything from it. 

The problem is not that non-indigenous environ- 
mental activists are uncritically embracing solidarity 
with native peoples/My observation of what hap- 
pened in Clayoquoios that the natives signed the 
agreement precisely because the local non-indigenous 
environmental activists did not fully embrace an 
alliance with the local indigenous people, in the 
distant and more recent pastN 

There are real barriers to alliance-building between 
indigenous and non-indigenous activists. Issues of 
class and culture cannot be ignored. When we look at 
why alliances have failed, we must look at these issues. 

continued on page 26 
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Letters to T he Editors 


Dear SFB: 

A round of applause for the insights and 
the courage of David Orton for his Decem- 
ber 21 article in the Journal, "Rethinking 
Environmental/First Nations Relationships. " 
Rarely do we find someone genuinely will- 
ing to put the Earth first even in the face of 
extremely sensitive native issues, but who 
also examines the causes of the destruction. 
1 fully agree that we must find the native 
biocentrists within each tribe as opposed to 
giving blanket support to all native people 
regardless of their stance on the environ- 
ment, especially the often corrupt "band 
councils" set up by the Canadian federal 
government. 

A Having been active in the Clayoquot 
Sound movement for the past few years, it 
frustrates me more than anything to see the 
mainstream environmental movement give 
uncondiiionaLsuppQrtjo the govemment- 
funded "tribal council" o f the Nuu-chah- 
nulth people in Clayoquot who have signed 
an "interim agreement" with the BC gov- 
ernment and the deforestation giant, 
MacMillan-Bloedel, that may give them 
economic opportunities in ravaging the old 
growtlj) After 932 people were arrested for 
blockading the logging road and incredible 
^internal ional^pre|sure7 Tmprecedented_in 

w 


North American history, you'd think that 
die forests of Clayoquot would be protected 
by now . But low and behold, even when the 
incoming federal Liberal party made a pre- 
election promise in April of 1993 to protect 
all of Clayoquot Sound as a national park 
reserve which allows native land claims to 
still be settled on park lands and allows 
subsistence uses but does notallow commer- 
cial resource extraction (e.g. commercial 
logging), the t imid and anthropocentrically 
politicallyiorrect^ environmental move- 
men tTcepta "hands off "..approach to the 
issueand did not even pressure the Liberals 
t o keep t heir. promise for a national park 
reserve because the, tribal council did not 


want the park ( perhaps b ecause they want 
to commercially log?). A national park re- 
serve, as a Canadian designation, allows 


made that promise, it would 
have been infinitely more diffi- 
cult for him to wiggle out of it 
when the election came as it 
would have been a major scan- 
dal: jjence, we’ve lost the best 
opportunity to protect the 
world's large st low -elevation temperate \ 
; rainforest, and it looks like there is little ‘ 

■ chance now to get the entire area protected 
from commerical use. ~ r 

I’ve heard people in Earth First! claim that 
the interests of native people must be de- 
fended at all costs, even if this means native 
logging of old growth (mi nd you, not sub- 
sistence logging for their own use, but com- 
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more protection for wild ecosystems tfian 
any o ther protected area next to national 
parks (which don't allow even subsistence 
uses and land claims to be settled on park 
lands). Thus, when the election came on 
Oct. 25, 1994, the new Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien of the newly-elected Liberal Party 
had the leeway to back away from their 
election promise. If the environmental 
movement had the biocentric commitment 
to get on his throat the very moment he 


million people) .I'd suggest that these p eople 
get the hell out of Earth First!, as their stance 
jpntradicts what the ve ry name EartjhFirgt^ 
stands for. While it is important to under- 
stand why some native people would take 
that stance (they are in poverty due to the 
intrusion of industrial society and thus seek 
a way out by joining the system they have 
been forced to participate as lessers in), it is 
important to separate the cause from the 
effect. Just because a man has been abused 
as a child does not mean that the woman, 
while she is being raped by him, should let 




him proceed even if she understands why 
he is that way. She is more innocent than he 
is. Similarly, the most innocent party of all 
are the 30 million species on the planet, each 
one of which is just as important as humans, 
native or non-native. In other words, while 
in the long term we need to take down the 
industrial system that has put many native 
people in the position as environmental 
destroyers just as everyone else, in the short 
term we must oppose environmental de- 
struction by anyone and everyone, regard- 
less of their culture. Part of the solution lies 
in actively seekirig out allies with native 
bioce nt rists, as opp osed to endorsing the * 
"apples" (red on the outside, white on the 
inside) in the band council and elsewhere 
who are often propped up by the govern- 
ment. 

For equal rights for All Species, 

— Pine Marten 

continued on page 28 
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Laguna Road Wars Escalate; 21 Arrests 



by Patrick Mitchell 

Orange County's Laguna road war escalated in De- 
cember as a four-day battle between road builders and 
environmentalists left nearly 200 acres of prime habi- 
tat scarred and saw twenty-one protesters arrested. 

The 9th District Federal Court of Appeals' decided 
to lift the injunction forbidding construction on a 
portion of the San Joaquin Hills Tollroad. This came 
as a surprise to both sides; however, the road building 
forces were quicker to respond (for background on 
the injunction see the Lughnasadh, 1994 issue of the 
Journal). The injunction, granted in June 1994, barred 
the contractor from working on a chunk of undevel- 
oped land more than four miles wide, including a 
portion of the University of California, Irvine Eco- 
logical Preserve and the Laguna Coast Wilderness 
Park. Within an hour of the decision, more than a 
dozen earth movers began rolling over the last unde- 
veloped coastal canyons between Malibu and Baja, 
California. 

Word of the decision came just after 10am, Decem- 
ber 20, and by 5 pm most of the old-growth oak 
woodland in Laguna Canyon had been tom from the 
earth. The first demonstrator on the scene attempted 
to block the machines from entering the canyon but 
she was outmatched against the heavy equipment. 
She was arrested anyway after a one-on-one confron- 
tation with a Cat D-10. She was cited and released on 
the condition that she stay off the construction site 
for the rest of the day. 


December 21 started quite differently. Twelve ac- 
tivists yarned themselves to machinery just before 
workers arrived. Five brave warriors chose to use 
Kryptonite yarn instead of the standard cotton vari- 
ety. The seven women and five men managed to shut 
down most of the equipment for several hours before 
all twelve were arrested. While activists battled on the 
front line, others were in court seeking restraining 
orders until new appeals could be filed. 

By the end of the second day, the scene in Laguna 
Canyon was one of devastation. The slopes on both 
sides of the canyon had been stripped bare. The plants 
and animals that once lived there now lay in huge piles 
on the canyon floor. The aroma of sage that once was 
so common here was replaced with the smell of 
burning diesel fuel. A lone coyote, confused by the 
changes in her surroundings, wandered through the 
quarter-mile-wide scar across the canyon, cautious but 
undeterred by the snorting and clanking yellow giants 
bellowing around her. 

Sandbag-and-debris blockades were erected along a 
crossing of Laguna Canyon Road used by the destruc- 
tion company's trucks and equipment. A ten-person 
crew with a Cat D-4 was called in to clear the block- 
ade, costing the company more time and money. The 
Transportation Corridor Agency (TCA — the govern- 
ment agency managing construction of the road) 
said the delays caused by court cases and the civil 
disobedience campaign would cost more than $38 
million. Despite the recent bankruptcy of Orange 
County, the road remains a top priority for county 
political leaders, as witnessed 
by the $3.1 million emer- 
gency construction loan to 
tide the TCA over in the wake 
of the bankruptcy — this as 
many of the county's public 
school teachers went unpaid 
during the Christmas season. 

As the third day of actions 
began, two demonstrators 
locked themselves to each 
other through the tracks of a 
D-10, using a three-inch di- 
ameter pipe. The machine 
sat idle for several hours 
while the Laguna Police and 
Fire Departments figured out 
how to remove the protest- 
ors. Once the removal 
started, a third demonstra- 
tor — the Executive Director 
of the mainstream Laguna 
Canyon Conservancy — 
locked himself to the under- 



side of the machine, forcing it to sit useless into the 
afternoon. A fire department crew eventually used 
bolt cutters to extricate him. All three demonstrators 
were cited and released. 

That mainstream environmental leaders were get- 
ting arrested may seem peculiar. On the contrary, it 
was emblematic of the diverse, community-based 
arrest pool. A seventy-one year old grandmother, a 
retired high-school physics teacher and various other 
"upstanding" citizens were also arrested. 

In the early hours of day four, three activists slipped 
onto the work site as Wackenhut Security guards 
scrambled to notify police and contractors of the 
occupation. Using lock boxes, the protestors attached 
themselves to machinery. Sometime just before noon, 
protesters along the canyon were notified that the 
construction crews had been given the day off and 
that only erosion control crews would be on the site. 
One of the protesters, in a daring dash for freedom, 
unlocked and darted toward the backcountry. Two 
sheriff's deputies followed in hot pursuit. They came 
within a few feet of capturing their quarry before 
running out of steam and giving up the chase. Mean- 
while, roadside demonstrators cheered and howled 
wildly from two hundred yards away. 

It was later discovered that erosion controls should 
have been completed days before, but the contractor 
chose to remove habitat instead. The TCA even lied 
in court, claiming that mitigation measures were 
complete. 

That night, weary activists held a candlelight vigil 
to mourn the destruction of the canyons. However, 
feelings of despair quickly changed to feelings of joy 
when word reached the demonstrators that the ap- 
peals court granted a two-week restraining order, 
barring any work except that necessary to stabilize 
eroding slopes. 

The restraining order was to last until January 5, 
when the Natural Resources Defense Council and 
several environmental groups could argue that the 
Interior Department failed to protect the California 
gnatcatcher, a federally protected species, by allow- 
ing the road to slice through its habitat. On that day, 
a panel of judges heard arguments from environmen- 
talists, the Department of Justice and the TCA, then 
adjourned the court leaving the injunction in place 
but giving no indication as to when they might make 
a final decision. As of January 23, no decision had 
been made. 

The impact of the grading in Laguna Canyon continues 
to be felt, however. Heavy rainstorms pouring in off the 
Pacific Ocean have pelted the canyon with nearly ten 
inches of rain in a week and sent mud flows from the 
grading site into downtown Laguna Beach, destroying 
more than 30 businesses and washing away much of 
Laguna's "Main Beach" and boardwalk. With more rain 
expected, the problems can only worsen. 


Patrick Mitchell is an ecologist with the 
Peninsular Ranges Biodiversity Project. 
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A Lot of Bad News From Idaho 

Salvage Sales Spread Like Wildfire 



by Erik Ryberg 

My friends, there is some big 
trouble in Idaho, and we need to 
think of something fast. 

First, the injunction preventing 
logging and roadbuilding in Cove/ 

Mallard was lifted in early Decem- 
ber. There is one other lawsuit which 
may delay things another year, if it is 
successful. If it is not, the Freddies 
will be constructing roads and log- 
ging next summer in Cove/Mallard, 
and it will be very grim. 

Next there are the salvage sales 
being spawned from last year's "dev- 
astating wildfires" here. One of these, 
the Thunderbolt Wildfire Recovery 
Project proposes to log 18 million 
board-feet of burned up lodgepole 
sticks in the Caton Lake Roadless 
Area of the Boise and Payette Na- 
tional Forests. This gruesome and re- 
pugnant plan proposes to pay for so- 
called fisheries improvements with 
the proceeds from the Freddy plan to 
scrape all the trees off the steep and 
fragile hillsides of the South fork of 
the Salmon River. 

Normally I would use the word 
"extortion" to describe such a plan; 
after all it asks us to approve a logging 
project in order to rehabilitate the 
primary Chinook spawning habitat in 
Idaho. But extortion implies that you get something in 
exchange for something else you want, even though 
you don't have much choice in making the exchange. 
This plan is different. This plan doesn't give us any- 
thing we might want. The celebrated "watershed 
improvements" are really just road improvements: 
resurfacing, paving, new culverts — all of it needed to 


accommodate new log truck traffic. They plan to turn 
the helicopter landings into new parking lots for 
recreationalists. 

Third, there is the Boise River Wildfire Recovery 
Project. Doesn't that sound nice? Isn't it nice the 
Freddies at last are going to recover something, instead 
of destroying it? Well, let me tell you what they intend 


to "recover" — 275 million board-feet of timber from 
four separate, adjacent roadless areas — by logging them. 

Pour yourself a tall glass of whisky, or radiator fluid, 
and ponder that for a moment — 275 million-board 
feet is nearly four times the size of Cove/Mallard. 

John McCarthy, "Conversation Director" of the Idaho 
Conservation League (ICL), told the press that ICL 
favors an alternative proposal which only calls for the 
logging of 225 million board feet. Such are conserva- 
tionists in these parts. 

Bear in mind these two sales are only the first of many 
which will come out of last year's fires. I promise 
cheerfully to report on future sales as they proceed. 

In other news, the Freddies have come up with an 
exciting new idea to turn the Frank Church River of No 
Return Wilderness (the nation's biggest outside Alaska) 
into a "single administrative unit." That means they'll 
turn it into its own forest, with its own supervisors, its 
own district rangers, and everything. Environmental 
groups are falling all over themselves in a rush to 
congratulate the Freddies on their new recognition of 
the importance of wilderness. But do not be fooled; 
there is just one reason the Freddies are doing this, and 
it involves "management." A flyer put out to explain 
the proposal identifies six objectives of this plan. They 
are going to "manage ecological values," "manage 
exotic weeds," "manage fish habitat," "manage fire," 
"manage wildlife populations," and "manage mining 
claims." The Freddies are currently dividing up the 
wilderness into "management areas" and plan to have 
the whole thing completed by December 1995. 

Finally, I must put in a few words about Chinook 
salmon. Just 800 of these wonderful creatures made it 
back to Idaho last summer. This fish is on a straight 
nose-dive and will be extinct very soon. Our new 
governor, Phil Batt, is doing his best to put the skids 
on the proposal to drawdown the reservoirs in the 
Columbia River dams to help the fish in their migra- 
tion to the Pacific Ocean. Now I am not a big fan of 
drawdowns, personally. Like all clear thinking, rea- 
sonable people, I favor immediate obliteration of 
every dam in the Columbia River Basin, and to hell 
with people's toaster ovens and hairdryers, and my 
computer. But drawdowns are something. Batt just 
appointed two raving lunatics, a public affairs officer 
from Potlatch (enormous logging company) and a 
minion of Republican Sen. Larry Craig, to the North- 
west Power Planning Council. The council makes 
decisions regarding operations of dams in the Colum- 
bia River Basin. The entire bunch vocally oppose 
drawdowns, as well as outright dam obliteration, and 
calls for more study. 

The Snake River Chinook will go extinct in my 
lifetime, and Idaho's leadership can't see cause to 
budge even a little from our wasteful lifestyle to try to 
prevent such a thing. Logging projects four times the 
size of Cove/Mallard will be undertaken next summer 
just outside Boise, and they're being called "Recovery 
Projects." The River of No Return is being carved up 
and eyeballed by a bunch of hell-bent logging enthu- 
siasts known as Freddies. And it is now a felony in 
Idaho to invite someone to come and engage in a 
protest designed to thwart a logging operation. 

It's getting very bad. We must hurry. We must think 
of something. We must find a way to be worthy of this 
earth, to be worthy of our home, and to be worthy of 
a fish like the chinook salmon, who like no other 
creature understands struggle and understands home. 

UPDATE: 

In a surprise to activists, logging has once 
again begun in Cove/Mallard. Cutting began on 
Noble road on January 12. If you can come and 
help in the defense of this area, or need more 
information, contact the Cove/Mallard Coali- 
tion (listed in the directory). 

Look in the next issue of the Journal for infor- 
mation on another lawsuit that may affect Cove/ 
Mallard and six other national forests in Idaho. 

V / 


Astronomers Confronted at Conference 

by Paul Johnson 

One never knows what wondrous news the ringing of one's telephone might bring, but on the day in question it 
was music to the ear. Yes, the American Astronomical Society would be holding it's annual conference in Tucson, 
bringing with it 2,200 astronomers and multiple opportunities to embarrass the University of Arizona (UA), the 
Vatican, the Max Planck Institute, the Research Corporation, and those dreaded Italian eco-plunderers from Arcetri. 
After stirring up the conference scene with an afternoon of low-key picketing and flyering on Sunday, we were 

primed for the real action on Tuesday . What better way to stir 
things up than a press conference/demo in the middle of 
their conference. Hosted by Earth First!, Arizona AIM, the 
Apaches for Cultural Preservation, the Apache Survival Coa- 
lition, and SEAC-SW, the action invoked the ire of the bad 
guys and helped educate many potential astronomy allies, 
many of whom signed a petition opposing the project. 

The most pathetic sight was UA ass-tronomers trying to 
hand out propaganda to their colleagues. The most won- 
drous sight was the six-story banner unfurled from an 
adjacent building, blasting the telescope proponents for 
their blatant racism and greed. Sean Burlew and Jess Daniels 
dangled with the banner, ensuring that it stayed in the bad 
guys faces for several hours. Authorities remain mystified as 
to how the activists obtained access to the locked roof! 

Many astronomers expressed sympathy. Elias Brinks of 
the National Radio Astronomy Observatory in Socorro, 
N.M., told several Apaches that he wished the opposing 
groups could find common ground. 

"It's a bit late for peaceful resolution, but something is very 
wrong when you have environmentalists pitted against as- 
tronomers. "We both love nature,” Brinks said. Dick Walker 
from the U.S. Navy Observatory in Flagstaff remarked that 
"many astronomers were not aware of the controversy until 
being confronted by the protesters Tuesday. 

Both Sean and Jess were cited (by very nice cops who were 
actually jazzed by the whole gig) for trespassing as were Chris 
Ford, Trevor Rainwater, and Dan Patterson for providing 
technical assistance. NO SCOPES! 
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Losing It at the Courthouse 



Dwyer Upholds Option 9 


by Jeffrey St. Clair 

So this is how it ends: with a whimper, after all. The 
long-running spotted owl case, Seattle Audubon Soci- 
ety v. Lyons — the Jamdyce v. Jamdyce of environ- 
mental litigation (see Bleak House by C. Dickens) — 
came to a bitter denouement on December 22 when 
Judge William Dwyer ruled that President Clinton's 
cookie-cutter plan for the northwest forests, the odi- 
ous Option 9, barely meets the minimum standards of 
federal law. The decision clears the way for the re- 
sumption of "legal" logging in the ancient forests of 
the northwest for the first time in nearly five years and 
may presage the doom of the northern spotted owl, 
marbled murrelet, coho salmon, and hundreds of 
other old-growth dependent species. 

The latest round of courtroom arguments held be- 
fore Dwyer raised hypocrisy and equivocation to the 
level of high legal art. The government, for example, 
argued that although Option 9 may not provide for 
viable populations of spotted owls and salmon, it 
would provide them with viable habitat 100 years 
from now — a concept that will be forever known as 
virtual ecology. Then, in a dazzling dance of legalistic 
sophistry, the G-Men told the court that Option 9 
should become the law of northwest forests. Not 
because it saved what's left of the old-growth ecosys- 
tem for future generations (if there are any), but 
because it harmed all interests equally. "Nobody's 
happy with this plan, your Honor," squeaked one of 
Janet Reno's barristers to the incredulous Dwyer. "That 
must mean we got it right!" In other words, Option 9 
balances the inequities. Ever thusly do the Clintonoids 
demean the politics of meaning. 

The timber industry, disgruntled at being confined 
in Dwyer's court rather than allowed to rumble down 
the amiable corridors of the DC Circuit, simply sat out 
much of the action, pouting like an attention-deficit 
adolescent being called one more time into the 
principal's office. Of course, the best the industry was 
ever going to do in the courts depended entirely on 
what the administration (and some environmental- 
ists) was willing to give them — in this case, about a 
billion board feet a year. Never satiated, however, the 
timber industry continues to plead its case to the new 
congress, which it will ask to over-ride Option 9 
through the bag of legislative dirty tricks favored by 
the Senate appropriations committee (now headed by 
the Merchant of Menace: Mark Hatfield). 

For his part, Hatfield says some kind of fast-tracking 
of Option 9 may be justified. In order to speed up the 
flow of timber sales, the most important procedural 
protections of Option 9 (the watershed analysis) will 
have to be set aside with sufficiency language for the 
next two to three years. If that doesn't cut it, Hatfield 
intimates, more drastic measures may be called for. 

Meanwhile, the performance of the environmental- 
ists before the bar was a mixed bag. Sierra Club Legal 
Defense Fund and attorney Mike Axline, at the West- 
ern Law Clinic, drafted wicked briefs that thoroughly 
dissected the gaping procedural and substantive flaws 
of Option 9 — particularly regarding the plan's treat- 
ment of spotted owls (which concealed the fact that 
they may be extinct inside 50 years) and the Environ- 
mental Impact Statement (EIS)'s feeble economic analy- 
sis (which hides the fact that it is far more expensive to 
log these forests than to simply leave them alone) . The 
problem with the original plaintiff's case was not its 
critique, but its utter lack of a clear remedy. Ultimately, 
the best they could come up with (under persistent 
prodding by Dwyer) was to suggest that if Option 9 was 
overturned, the Forest Service should be allowed to 
manage our forests under Option 1 (200 million board 
feet of logging a year from only younger forests) until 
a new plan is approved. But this undercut their own 
argument that the EIS was flawed, which, if true, 
meant that Option 1 was just as "illegal" as Option 9. 
In Dwyer's court, logic usually rules. 

Of course, the original plaintiffs faced an even bigger 
problem — they had already given the green light to 
some federal timber sales in owl habitat that were 


consistent with Option 9. Now they were asking Dwyer 
to show more conscience than they had — an unlikely 
prospect even for a judge of Dwyer’s sterling reputation. 

There was another huge hurdle for the plaintiffs. In 
the previous Dwyer injunctions, the chief witness 
called by the enviros to testify against the Bush era 
spotted owl plans was the chief author of Option 9, 
Jack Ward Thomas — appointed to the post in a rare 
spark of cynical genius from the dullards that run the 
Clinton White House. 

Only the courageous complaints filed by the Native 
Forest Council, Save the West and the Forest Conser- 
vation Council cut straight to the truth: the public 
forests of the northwest can withstand no more log- 
ging. Any further risk for public forests and wildlife, 
argues Native Forest Council's attorney Charlie Car- 
penter, is too much. Dwyer seemed momentarily 
swayed by this argument. He requested supplemen- 
tary briefs on the subject, leading many armchair 
jurists tutored on the finer points of the law by Court 
TV (including yours truly, in a sophomoric moment of 
insipid giddiness) to assume 
that a new injunction of a 
revolutionary sort would soon 
follow. 

However, Dwyer's query 
turned out to be simply a mat- 
ter of a probative (and bored?) 
judge exhibiting a high de- 
gree of intellectual curiosity 
and playfulness for an innovative legal argument. He 
drew his gun, but didn't pull the trigger. In a nutshell, 
Dwyer ruled that Option 9 was the worst the ad- 
ministration could do within the current structure of 
the law. 

But there is little cause to bemoan this decision, 
which was foreordained from at least the moment the 
original plaintiffs in the case agreed to release 16 
timber sales from the Seattle Audobon Society injunc- 
tion as a gesture of goodwill (a kind of old-growth 
potlatch) to their friends Babbitt, Gore, and Clinton — 
and perhaps as early as when some sage hoisted a 
banner at the Forest Conference in April 1993 declar- 
ing, "It's Science ,Not Politics, Stupid!" Of course, it has 
been about politics all along — a concept never lost on 
Harry Merlo or Mark Hatfield, which is why they rarely 
lose. 

At best, the Dwyer injunctions provided a brief 
hiatus in the assault on northwest forests, a propitious 
time-out to pass ancient forest legislation in the Con- 
gress. Instead of pressing forward, however, we stopped 
organizing, told our best activists they were no longer 
needed, and, like Christers awaitingthe Rapture, placed 


our faith in the deus ex machina of 
the federal judiciary. The once lean 
and hungry grassroots groups gorged 
at the foundation trough and devel- 
oped unhealthy obsessions with true 
legalisms and scientific trivia that 
bordered on the fetishistic. When 
push came to shove, we spent our 
time fighting to protect The Injunc- 
tion (a battle that further alienated 
our cause from the people), instead 
of the forest. Predictably, we failed 
at both tasks: there is no ancient 
forest bill in the Congress and the 
injunction is gone, gambled away. 
And we are left with Option 9, which 
at its core is as bad as anything 
proffered by Pappy Bush; it insures 
that old growth will be cut, and 
spotted owls, murrelets, and salmon 
will die. How much worse can it get? 
Wait and see. 

In the end, however, Dwyer's judg- 
ment was not about the efficacy of 
Option 9, but a verdict on the hollow- 
ness of our current environmental 
laws, which he determined to be 
wholly inadequate to protect our pub- 
lic forests, rivers, and wildlife. This is a 
salient lesson and can't be easily dis- 
missed. If Option 9 is the best we can expect under 
current laws, then all our public lands are in extreme 
j eopardy — for clones of Option 9 are ready to metastasize 
throughout the entire national forest system. 

This message must be brought before the people, 
many of whom still labor under the illusion that the 
Clinton administration is an effective steward of the 
environment. But the news is not entirely bleak. 
According to a post-election survey by Peter Hart and 
Associates, 60 percent of the voters would support 
strengthening of environmental laws if provided with 
any reasonable justification. 

The question, then, is whether the mainstream 
greens will finally rise to the challenge or remain on 
the sidelines reflexively cheerleading for their insen- 
sate buddies in the Democratic Party, who continue to 
whisper that change is impossible. 

Strange Justice 

If the Dwyer decision isn't evidence enough that we 
have reached a legal dead end, take a look at the raft of 
rulings draining out of other federal courts. Let's start 
with the so-called Sweet Home 
decision, where the timber in- 
dustry challenged (in the 
friendly DC-circuit) the 
Clinton administration's half- 
hearted plan for protecting 
spotted owl habitat on private 
lands in Oregon and Washing- 
ton. The plan itself was funda- 
mentally flawed, since it largely exempted from regula- 
tion hundreds of thousands of acres of potential owl 
habitat owned by large log-exporting corporations such 
as Weyerhaeuser and ITT-Rayonier, while placingunre- 
alistic burdens on small private timber land owners — 
typical fare for this administration, whose operating 
motto is "Putting Shareholders First." In other words, 
the owl (and murrelet) was doomed on private lands 
under this strategy of corporate appeasement. But, at 
Assistant Interior Secretary (and former Wilderness 
Society head) George Frampton's request, environmen- 
talists chose not to challenge the plan, leaving it wide 
open for furious assault from the industry. 

In a ruling that demonstrates the utterly toothless 
condition of the Endangered Species Act, the court 
decided that the Fish and Wildlife Service lacks the 
authority to regulate the modification of any owl habi- 
tat on private lands. This means that the onus of 
protecting wildlife now rests entirely on public lands. In 
the right hands, this could become a powerful argu- 
ment for ending logging, grazing, and mining in federal 

continued on page 25 


Dwyer's judgment was not about 
the efficacy of Option 9, but a 
verdict on the hollowness of our ' 1 
current environmental laws 
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British Columbia Wetlands Imperiled 


by Michelle Stewart, Amy N ewton-McC ann, and 
Slippery J 

After a period of hibernation, Vancouver EF! is very 
much alive and ready for action. Burns Bog, a huge 
wetland on the lower mainland of British Colum- 
bia, is the focus of our campaign (see the Yule, 
1994, issue of the Journal for a recount of our last 
action). 

Burns Bog is the largest domed bog on the 
Pacific coast of the Americas. In combination 
with Boundary Bay adjacent to the south and 
the Fraser River on its north edge, this area 
hosts the highest density of water and shore 
birds in Canada during winter. Being part of 
the Fraser River estuary and the Pacific fly- 
way for migratory birds makes Burns Bog 
unique and critical habitat. 

The foundation for Burns 
Bog arose 5,000 years ago 
when sprouting rushes, cat- 
tails, and sedges consolidated 
the silt and sand surface of 
the ever-expanding Fraser 
River Delta. Within a thou- 
sand years, enough 
undecayed vegetation (called 
sedge peat) was in place to 
allow the growth of trees, 
shrubs such as sweet gale, 
hardhack, and later Labra- 
dor Tea and blueberries. 

These in turn firmed new 
layers (ericacious peat) comprising most of the 16- 
foot-high inverted organic saucer known as Bums 
Bog. Very recently the bog was capped with a foot or 
so thick mixture commercially termed "sphagnum 
peat, " but really comprised of the remains of shrubs, 
trees, sedges, rushes, lichens, and various mosses 
including the over-rated Sphagnum. The common 
term "peat moss" is a misnomer. 

Rainwater, the bog's only source of moisture, is held 
in the dome because of the natural absorbency of the 
peat.. Sphagnum moss can grow into three foot high 



it' 


/. . .-7? ' 


j rSTfi' ' j 


V-'«. . 





mounds by drawing water up from the peat and 
storing it inside the living plant stem, but, with no real 
root system, this common but not dominant bog 
plant has no power to affect the water table. 

The conditions created in this raised bog are only 
ideal for a small number of plant species, most com- 
monly found in boreal North America. Some of these 
species include: bog rosemary, narrow-leaf sundew, 
yellow pond lily, cotton grass, haircap moss, cloud 
berries and liverworts. 

Over 145 species of birds are known to use the bog, 
approximately sixty of which are thought to be perma- 
nent residents, with another sixty being seasonal. The 


remaining twenty-four are transient species that use 
the bog occasionally. One noted resident is the Greater 
Sandhill crane, a species found only in two areas in 
the lower mainland. There are only 600 of these 
cranes left in BC. The bog also hosts a large population 
of raptors, such as marsh hawks, great horned owls, 
peregrine falcons and bald eagles. 

The rapid development of the lower mainland has 
made Burns Bog a haven for many wildlife species. 
As habitat is swapped for dollars, animals are being 
pushed further and further from their preferred 
territory in exchange for survival. This creates ur- 
ban wildlife areas such as Burns Bog. The bog has 
many small mammals such as voles and shrews; it 
also maintains a healthy population of predators 
which include black bear, bobcat, red fox and 
coyote. 

The entire dome is an old-growth forest except 
where it has been altered by peat removal, agricul- 
ture, development, and waste disposal. The scars 
from peat removal have mostly healed (a forty year 
process) to create more diverse habitat than was 
there before, including ponds and meadows. Drain- 
age seems to have promoted birch forests and taller 
pine trees at some edges and along several ditches 
leading into the bog. Although non-native, many 
agree that the bog edge forests are more essential 
than the lower treed center for the forest mammals 
and nesting birds displaced there by development. 
Besides birch and pine, one can commonly find 
species of spruce, cedar, 
hemlock, and alder. 

In 1929, part of Burns 
Bog was purchased by the 
Western Peat Company 
to extract peat moss for 
poultry litter and agricul- 
ture, but serious peat re- 
moval did not begin until 
the forties, when peat 
moss was needed for the 
refining process of mag- 
nesium, used in the popu- 
lar firebombs of WWII. 

As agents for the US De- 
fense Plant Corporation, 

Western Peat built access 
roads, laid 10 miles of rail, 
dug drainage ditches, 
built a processing plant, 
and extracted blocks of 
peat. 

Since 1966, part of the 


bog has been used as a landfill. The City of Vancouver 
owns 1600 acres of the finest land, 700 acres of which 
they already have buried under a forty-foot layer of 
demolition waste, garbage and clay. The landfill 
charges tipping fees that have amounted to an $80- 
100 million profit in just the past few years! They 
claim these fees are collected to pay for the recy- 
cling program... yeah, right. 

Two golf courses have been built on the bog, 
with two more rejected by the city council, one 
of them in favor of a high-density housing 
development. 

Two highways already ran through separate 
areas of the bog, and a third is on the way to 
connect to a new bridge. Recent 
attempts to halt the increased de- 
velopment of bogland for domes- 
tic cranberry harvesting were fu- 
tile. Ocean Spray has won the 
right to ruin another 80 acres of 
untouched bog, adjacent to the 
Dow dump (poetic justice) so it 
can bring the world the savory 
flavor of "Cranapple Juice." Need- 
less to say, boycott Ocean Spray. 

The Provincial government of 
BC seems quite generous in hand- 
ing out permits to dump. The 
Delta Municipal Council is mostly 
pro-development and turns a 
blind eye to most indiscretions. 
With an acre a day being lost to 
development, the anticipated de- 
cision for Protected Area Status sometime in 1995 
seems a long way off. 

Bums Bog. is by no means pristine, but it is wilder- 
ness.. It is a unique ecosystem that must be formally 
protected and allowed to thrive and evolve in its 
natural state. Several environmental groups in BC, 
including the Western Canada Wilderness Commit- 
tee, the Bums Bog Conservation Society, and BC Wild 
are involved in the provincial Protected Areas Strategy 
process and have submitted several wilderness propos- 
als to BC Parks, Environment, and Lands. However, 
these proposals are incomplete — they would protect 
only relatively undisturbed portions of the bog. They 
also don't include a very important piece of Burns Bog 
which connects it to Boundary Bay, thus ignoring the 
entire wetlands complex. 

Vancouver EF! is focusing its attention on the Delta 
and Vancouver City Councils, pressuring them to 
enforce their own bylaws and protect the bog. The 
provincial government also must know that they can 
no longer override municipal bylaws and use Burns 
Bog as BC's dumping ground. As usual, direct action 
will be a strong focal point of this campaign. We need 
your help. Harass the bastards! Moe Sihota, BC Minis- 
ter of Environment, Parliament Buildings, Victoria, 
BC V8V 1X4, Canada. 

Also note that we have a new address and phone 
number: Vancouver EF! POBox 176, 1472 Commercial 
Vancouver, BC V5L 3X9, Canada (604) 473-0174. 
Harass us! 


77 '/fif.- 
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l It Just Doesn’t Work 

Ms- .V 


by Judi Bari 

Ifirstwrote this article twoyears ago, after researching every 
tree spiking incident I could find out about. Even I was ' 
surprised at the results. I thought there would be more 
success stories. Of course, this kind of research is pretty hard 
to do, for obvious reasons. I tried my best to fact check and 
was satisfied that the article was essentially correct, al- 
though I'm sure I missed a spiking or two. But if anyone can 
cite examples to contradict this information, I hope they 
will do so. Otherwise, here are the results of my research. 

Tree spiking is a failed tactic by any standard. It has 
been practiced by Earth First! for twelve years now, and 
I think it's fair to say that the results are in. Here's Dave 
Foreman's description of tree spiking in Ecodefense: 

"Tree spiking is an extremely effective method of 
deterring timber sales, which seems to be becoming 
more and more popular. If enough trees are spiked in 
roadless areas, eventually the corporate thugs in the 
timber company boardrooms, along with their cor- 
rupt lackeys who wear the uniform of the Forest 
Service, will realize that timber sales in wild areas are 
going to be prohibitively expensive." 

Believing this seems to be an article of faith for some 
EFIers. But the actual history of Earth First! tree spiking 
shows that it hasn't really worked out that way. 

The most intensive spiking campaigns occurred in 
Oregon and Washington, although there also have 
been incidents in California, Colorado, Montana, 
Idaho, New Mexico, Arizona, British Columbia, Illi- 
nois, Kentucky, Maine and New Jersey, to name a few. 
/ And I 'm not going to say that none of them saved any 
trees, because in a few cases they did, especially early' 
on or in areas without a timber-based economy. 'But 
' the successes have been few and_fai_between. Ev en 
unaba shed EF! apologishChris ManesTn his well- 
researched book GreenTtage, c6u\d only come up with 
'twoti mbersales that were canceled because th ey were 
/sp iked — one in the George Wa s hington National FoF- "* 
est in Virginia, and one in the Wanatchee National' 
Forest's /NT) Ici cle River drainage in Washington. I 
don'Tkn ow about the trees in Virginia, bufthe Icicle 
River sale has since been cut. ^ 

But there have been scores of spikings, and in the 
vast majority of cases, the Forest Service or timber 
company just sent people in with metal detectors, 
removed the spikes and cut the trees. Sometimes 
spikes were missed, and sometimes they hit the blades 
in sawmills. But the timber industry has made it quite 
clear that they are willing to pay this price. 

The first reported tree spiking in EF! history occurred 
in Oregon's Siskiyou Mountains in 1983 on the 
Woodrat timber sale on Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) land. Notice was given of the spiking, and some 
of the trees were marked with yellow ribbons to make 
them easy to find and verify. The BLM reacted by 
having the loggers cut the trees and leave them on the 
ground for firewood cutters to saw at their own risk. 

In 1985 in southern Oregon, EF! was engaged in a high- 
profile direct action campaign to save Cathedral Forest in 
the Middle Santiam Wilderness. Demonstrators block- 
aded roads, staged the first tree sits ever, and even occupied 
an area scheduled for blasting with dynamite, some of 
them actually sitting on the charges. In the midst of these 
■) actio ns, a few EFIers took it upon themselves to spike some 
' of t he trees a t Pyramid Cre ek. A nd to read about it in Ch ris 
Manes' book, I c an see where people get the false impre s- 
SlOnlEattrpe spiki n g is a dr as t i c hut e ffe ctive las t resor t. 

\ "D espite... cont inued opposition in the form of dy il 
/ ^obe dlenceTTvrites Manes, "the road crept inexorabl y 
V toward the sale. As a last ditch effort [Mike] Roselle 
. ^neaked intothestand one night andsoikedit. He sent a 
/l etter to the timber company announcing the spiking. .. 

\ andsighedit'theBonnie Abb zugFeministGardenPartv'— 

' a reference to t he voluptuous eco tpur in The 


,Monkeywrench G a ng. The authorities caught neither the 
fusion or the tree spiker." 

""What Chris Manes doesn't tell us is that spiking the 
sale didn't wdrE It caused a/pateofnegattVe publicrfv, 
and it caused Mary Beth Nearing, one of EFl's most 
inspirational organizers, to publicly distance herself 
and the Cathedral Forest Action Group from the 
spiking and Earth First! But it didn't save the trees. In 


fact, Mike Roselle himself, speaking in Rik Scarce's 
book, Eco-Warriors, admits that the spiking "barely 
slowed them down. " The Forest Service sent rangers in 
to pull the nails, and the trees were cut. 

Other areas in Oregon that were spiked and cut 
include the Hobson and the Deer Creek sales in the 
north Kalmiopsis, the Top and Skook sales in Hell's 
Canyon NF, Bull Run in the Mt. Hood area near 
Portland, and a Boise-Cascade sale in the Wallowa- 
Whitman NF. At the Boise-Cascade site, some of the 
spikes were missed by loggers and made it into the mill, 
breaking teeth off six sawblades. The saw teeth shot 
across the mill like bullets, injuring no one but terrify- 
ing and angering the millworkers. 

In fact, the main effect tree spiking seemed to he 
having in Oregon was p itciri g in June 1987, 




EF! was protesting the Lazy Bluff timber sale in the 
north Kalmiopsis Roadless Area. Tree sitter Randy 
Prince was perched 80 feet up in an old-growth fir 
when a logger cutting in an adjacent area hit an 11- 
inch spike and damaged his chainsaw. The logger 
stormed over to Randy's tree, revved up a saw, and, 
screaming something about tree spiking, began cut- 
ting down the tree with Randy in it. He cut out a notch 
one-third of the way through the tree before he was 
talked into stopping. Shaken, Randy denounced tree 
spiking and publicly distanced himself from Earth 
First! And the Lazy Bluff timber sale was cut. 

It was becoming clear that something was going 
wrong with the spiking strategy. It seemed all this 


in a position of having to cut the trees or lose fac e. So 
when Holcomb Peak in the Siskiyou Mountains was 
extensively spiked in June 1987, the spikers tried to 
correct past mistakes and do it "right." No notification 
was sent to the press. Instead, the BLM, the logging 
contractor and the millowner were quietly notified, in 
order to give them an opportunity to quietly back out 
and cancel the sale. No luck. Instead, the logging 
interests called the press and made the incident into a 
media circus. BLM rangers posed for photos in the 
woods with tree spikes and the timber industry rallied 
to raise a $13,000 reward for information leading to 
the arrest of the spikers. And the trees were cut. 

The ultimate media manipulation in the tree spike 
wars, however, came in 1988 when Senator Mark 
Hatfield and Representive Bob Smith (known to jaded 
Oregonians as the Representatives from Timber) were 
on a tour of the Gregory Forest Products sawmill near 
Glendale, Oregon. In an amazing display of' 
synchronicity, at the very minute when the congres- < 
sional delegation was watching the operation of a/] 
bandsaw, that very bandsaw just happened to hit a ' 
spike and explode. The delegation had just been 
shown spikes found in logs from the Silver Fire in the 
north Kalmiopsis. No one was hurt by the flying saw 
blade, but the politicians were predictably impressed. 

"Tree spiking is a radical environmentalist's version 


Meanwhile, some of the Oregon EF! activists were 
getting tired of answering for this ineffective and 
arginalizingtactic. ' (Personally Idon'tthinkitworks. "^ 
£.r.cr Steve Marsden told the Seat tl e Tim es in June) 
1 988. h ellowTFier Bobcat expressed the sa mefrustra/ 
Hon, complain ing that it forces activists to talk about j 
"tree spiking p ro or con instead of old-growth pro o/ 


ft 


con." But pressure was great within Earth First! to not , 
criticize a tactic that others still engaged in. And /< 
spiking was certainly going on outside of Oregon. 

Spiking in Washington was just as extensive as in 
Oregon, and its results no better. Starting with the 
temporarily successful Icicle River spiking in 1986, sale 
after sale was spiked and cut, including the Lake Creek 
and Naches areas of the Wenatchee NF, Greet Moun- 
tain and Granite Falls in Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie, and 
Storm King Mountain and Karamip in the Colville NF. 
The only spiked sales that I could verify as "still 
standing" are the Spoon and Olston Corkendale sales 
in Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie, and they were set aside in 
the spotted owl ruling, not the spiking. In 1989, the 
Sugar Bear sale was spiked in the Cedar River area near 
Seattle, with both metal and ceramic spikes. The cut in 
the watershed was eventually halved due to a public 
campaign by EF! and others. The spiked area was 
included in the cut, but about one-third of the trees 
were left, which some people attributed to the spiking. 

Spiking was not saving many trees in Washington, 
bQtrit- was certainly raising the ire of the timber 
industry. Bandsaw blades were broken by spikes in 
four different Washington sawmills between 1987 
and 1989, resulting in the standard cries of "terror- 
ism." Finally, in Septembeu-19 89 thp timber inri iistiy'-C" 
and corporate press m ounted an all- out assault oh if 
Washington Earth F i rstiThe Bellingham H eral d printed 
a four-p art series listing acts of sa botage in t he are a, 3 
quotes from Ecodefe nse, and the name s, places .of. p 
employment and photos of key Earth Firstlers. No 
proof was given toshdwthat these public EFlerswere ( ^ 
responsible for any of the sabotage listed, but the 
atmosphere was so hostile that no proof was needed. , 
Some Earth Firstiers left town for their own safety. /V> 
The classic example of tree spiking, regularly cited by 3^ 
EFIers as proof that the tactic works, occurred in 1985 
on Meare's Island in British Columbia, where the «== 
Society for Protection of Intact Kinectic Ecosystems // 
(SPIKE) drove 26,000 helix nails into old-growth cedar 3 
trees. What spiking advocates don't tell you is that C 
spikinjg was only part of a who le campaign to protect 
Meare's Island. When the Canadian government tried — 
to sell timber rights on the island to MacMillan- 
Bloedel, a coalition of natives (who never ceded their V 
land or signed any treaties) and non-natives fought j 
back with a lawsuit and a five-month occupation. 
When MacMillan-Bloedel tried to come in and cut 
before the court could grant a restraining order, hun- 
dreds of people massed on the beach to prevent the 
helicopters from landing. The court finally halted the 
logging until the final ruling. That ruling is expected 
soon, an d, the Canad ian government has stated that / 
they will t ake tthe timber/spikerorne-spikes r if th ey/~ 
winjncourt^N I 

Closer to home, California has had far fewer spikings 
than our northern neighbors, many of them occurring in 
1987, the same year George Alexander was hurt by the 
spike at the Cloverdale Louisiana-Pacific (L-P) mill. Just 
one month after that accident in Sonoma County, Trout 
Creek was spiked in a last-ditch attempt to save it from 
being cut by Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E). Friends of Trout 
Creek had been negotiating for a compromise, but when 
the spikes were discovered PG&E angrily broke off nego-,— . 
5 tiations. Things looked bad until EF!er Sequoia came up>^w 
with a plan. She organized a protest in which people were N 
| asked to withhold $1 from their PG&E bill and mail in a 
I greencardtoshowpublicsupportforsavingTroutCreek. ^ 
( PG&E received so many green cards that they backed /f 
down and agreed to save the whole grove with no -4 
compromise. 

There were also a few tree spikings in California's 
national forests. A minor uproar occurred right after 
the Trout Creek spiking when it was discovered that a 
spiked sale in the Mendocino NF had been cut and sent 
on to the mill, despite the injuries George Alexander 
sustained one month earlier. A 202-acre sale in Tahoe 
NF was spiked and cut, as was a 240-acre sale at 
Running Springs in the San Bernardino NF. 

As tree spiking continued across the US, the govern- 
. ment increasingly tried to crack down on it. Laws were 
/passed to make spiking a felony in California, Wash- 
ington, Oregon, Idaho and Montana. In 1989, the 

Continued on page 1 1 
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Spike A Tree For Me 
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by Mike Roselle 

I just want to let you know that I'd just as soon not 
write about tree spiking right now. It is not because it's 
out of style at the moment. It's just that things are 
s going well for me now. I have a job, an apartment, a 
girlfriend, and I live in a small city in Montana. And I 
am afraid that if I say the wrong things now I could see 
it all go down the drain like flat beer after a frat-boy keg 
party. But silence simply will not do here, and neither 
will beating around the bush and avoiding a direct 
answer to the question. This is because I am a tree 
spiker. 

And not just a tree spiker, either. Oil field equipment 
in the Rockies, a few bulldozers here and there, road 
culverts, a few dozen billboards in Teton County, 
Wyoming, even a US Forest Service bunk house have 
all been targets for my monkeywrench over the last 
twenty years. Some of these targets were trashed out of 
anger, some for fun. Others were well-planned acts of 
ecotage designed to produce results. 

But I digress. The subject here is tree spiking, and it 
happens that it is a subject that I know a little about. 
After all, I drew the illustrations and helped to write the 
chapter 'on spiking iri'Ecodefense. I've also gone on 
“national television and radio, and talked to scores of 
reporters while promoting this activity. My message 
about tree spiking has always been consistent. That is, 
don't talk about it, just do it! 

/ But s adlv. tree spiking does not seem to be in vogue 
anymore. People who once sang songs, laughed about 
it and held it up as a noble deed have changed their 
tune lately. They are, I'm afraid, even trying to rewrite 
th e history on this subject to serve their own ends. And 
since I cannot bear to see this happen, I will tell you my 
story here, and let you decide. 

Our story begins on Bald Mountain in southwest 
Oregon in 1983, where a rare tract of ancient forest 
was under assault by the US Forest Service. Yes, 

\ haven't yon heard, trees were spiked t here, bull 
2 dozers trashed, and s urvey stakes re moved?" 

, > ClTwasa miniature war>feople were run oyer 
bylrucks; buried bybulldozers, and while k 11 
of this is no surprise to anyone who has tried 
to stop a timber sale in a national forest 
recently, this was all very new to us at the 
-“hmeAl think it was then that many of us 
began to embrace nonviolence, not be- 
cause we had become pacifists, but because 
it was damned hard to find volunteers for 
this kind of duty. We needed to expand our 
movement beyond the couple of v dozen 
people with whom we were working. ,’ 

In 1984, we decided we would try to make 
protesting the logging of ancient forests less 
dangerous and more acceptable to the hundreds 
of activists in the northwest, many of whom at 
the time were involved with nonviolent protest 
against pesticide spraying, the building of Trojan 
nuclear power station, the war in El Salvador and the 
testing and development of nuclear weapons. We also 
wanted to attract some of the dyed-in-the-wool con- 
servationists who had had enough and were ready to 
escalate and employ more confrontational tactics. 

This was Jiie^)urpos&o£theX! athedral Fo rest Action 
Group (CFAG 1. which took its name andtactic s from 
'Australia's ISfightca p Action G roup, who were non- 
“ violently fighfing the logging of Australia's remaining 
_ rai nforests in Ne w South Wales,' .We set up shop 
behind a cedar mill near Corvallis. Oreg 9 n and began - 
a campaign to prevent the last intact anci ent forest 
w atershed in the Cascades from h eing butchefed by 
the US Fo rest Service. 1 

ff CFAG, (pronounced sea fag, thanks to Ric Bailey) was 
probably the most successful nonviolent campaign to 
1 date on the issue of ancient forest logging. However, 
the campaign's success was not obvious to us at the 
time with all of our activists in jail or on probation 
(some having been brutalized by the police and charged 
with felonies), an injunction in effect against our 
group, a SLAPP lawsuit pending, and after literally 


having been read the Riot Act. After two years at the 
barricades at Pyramid Creek, it seemed to us that we 
were in the process of getting our butts kicked — on the 
ground, in the woods, in the courtroom and in the 
media. And there was no US Calvery to come to our 
rescue, no throngs of hippies and peaceniks, and only 
a few conservationists were willing to defend our 
actions. It seemed like a good time to re-evaluate our 
strategy. 

I sat in the home of some friends on the Columbia 
River near Portland while we contemplated this situ- 
ation. This was not a meeting of just EFlers, but of some 
serious activists with long and varied backgrounds. 
We sat silently in a circle and thought deep and hard 
aboutjwhatto-donexU-Vv r e^decideditwas~timetn N 
escalate. It was time to spike trees in the Middle ) 
Santiam Ri ver drainage. So we did. 

The deed itself was fairly simple. We drove up to a 
proposed cutting unit in my van on a late summer 
afternoon. The whole job took about four hours. We 
let the trail cool off for a month or two and then sent 
a press release and warning. At first the US Forest 
Service tried to deny that anything had happened, but 
eventually the story broke in the Oregon press, com- 
plete with a copy of our letter and a picture of a spike. 
But what happenecLnext exceeded even our wildest 
expectati ons. 

( jOrTNov. 5. 19 85,-1 was attending the fou nding 
conference of the Rainforest Action NetworkjL Fort 
Cronkitein the M arine Headlands. Sifting next to me 
was Bruce Rich of the Natural Resources Defense 


manipulate them. Well, I guess we were, but not very 
successfully as it turns out. I asked Frank what was on 
his mind. 

"Look," he said. "We in the news media don't like to 
admit it, but it's true. We often get accused of manu- { 
facturing the news, and that can make it hard to break 
a new story. But hey, if it's in the New York Times, it 
already is news, and we can cover it. " And so it 



V 

Q 32 S 

/(Council, readingacopyofthe WallStreetJoumal. Hehanded\ 
7 me the copy and pointed to a headline thatread, "Warmj) 
■pie Woods Escalates." The article was a typical timber / 
industry hatchet job with lots of quotes from a Willamette V 
( Industries vice president by the name of John Davis. The/ 

; thrust of it was that what had beepa nonviolent campaign 

was turning ugly. Bingo! I thought/^ J/' 

v^gbout TWO"Weekslater, what was virtually the same 
story appeared in the New Yor k I imesTT he day after 
' that, fgot a call from an NBC news proclucer in New 
York by the name of Frank Green, to whom I had tried 
selli ng th e story of our campaignBuring the previous 
summer. He couldn't get the network to bite because 
it vvas too pole mic, too local, etc., etc. S o far, very little 
national news media was interested in the story, and 
much of the reason was that the Oregon press didn't 
want to cover it. They thought we were trying to 




of the 1980's- Bv 1988, almost every newspaper, maga- 

We decided it was time to 
escalate. It was time to spike 
trees in the Middle Santiam 
River drainage. So we did. 


zine , TV s ho w and radio talk show had done a segment 
on Earth First! and tree spiking, even Sports illustrated. 
’’Surprisingly,' much of the public reaction was positive, 
with even some of the heavies in the news media 
admitting to what David Brower had stated earlier, 
that Earth First! had givensajuch-needed CPR to the 
environmental movement. 

We had succeeded wheftf other groups had failed. We 
had put the issue of ancient forest logging on the national 
agenda, and made Earth First! into a household phrase. To 
be sure, we had been vilified in the process, but looking 
back, I think that it was a small price to pay. 

This whole process was repeated, multiplied by a 
fa ctor of a hun dr ed, when mill w orker George 
Al exander was in ju red i n a Louisiana-Pacific — 
mi ll in Cloverdale, California in 1989.,.Only. 
this time, the media interest was truly inter-3 
"nati©nal, and; as Paul Watson might say, i 
plafpeople were discussing the issue \ 
during hockey matches. One sentiment j 
was very clear throughout the entire 
episode. People, for the most part, did 
not like the thought of tree spiking or 
the image of a bandaged and blood- 
ied millworker sitting next to his 
new bride in a hospital. But neither 
did they like the sight of thousand- 
year-old trees being felled on our 
public lands. As with media coverage"^ 
of the Vietnam war, the repetition ofC ' 
graphic images of violence and d e- X 
'Struction helped to sway Americ an// 
public opinion against the logging of Sy 
ancient forests. is 

So, because of these reasons, I get really 
irked when people tell me that spiking has 
harmed the movement. What do they know? 

I am not trying to denegrate the importance of 
nonviolent resistance, but I am tired of sanctimo- 
nio us activists who have triecTto ^p ortray the’splking- 
campaign as detr imen tal to their own organIzTn:g‘ 
■efforts or as resulting in violen^&agalnst them person-' 1 
“ally, because i f~just~ ain't so . Ttiat's like blaming the 
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on the 
actions of the Black Panthers. Even Dr. King knew that 
the Panthers and hardline leaders such as Malcolm X 
had an important role to play in Jhe civil rights 
struggle, even if they weren't pacifists,. 

But to me, the bottom line is this: We all have a moral 
responsibility to oppose and resist the power of repres- 
sive and destructive institutions, and we also have a 
responsibility to be as effective as we can. Even Ghandi 
said it was better to pick up the sword and fight than 
to run away. While we all have different approaches to 
this crucial issue, let's not rewrite history to suit our 
own needs. We have needed tree spikers in the past, 
and I'm afraldwewinnee d them again . ]n some places, 
we may even need them now. It's Y tough job, bur 
somebody's gotra do it. ’) 
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In DePense of Tree SpikiNq 


by Captain Paul Watson 

And at that very moment, we heard a loud whack! 

From outside in the fields came a sickening smack 
Of an axe on a tree. Then we heard the tree fall. 

The very last Truffula Tree of them all! 

— Dr. Seuss (The Lorax) 

To spike or not to spike. Ah, that is a question indeed. 
There are some who say "yea" and more that say 
"nay." Now the will of the majority is not necessarily 
the right path to follow — after all, the established idea 
of what constitutes a majority leaves much to be 
desired. Perhaps the ma j ority of anthropocentric mem- 
bers of our present culture do indeed deplore tree 
spiking as a tactic. However, if "majority" is defined as 
all those whose numbers are yet to be born for say, the 
next millennium, well, then, the present opinions of 
the majority of the now, suddenly become the minor- 
ity opinion. And then again, we as one species are 
clearly a minority as opposed to the majority of species 
that actually inhabit a forest and really call it home. So, 
arguments about abandoning tree spiking based on 
present majority opinion are not relevant to the future 
or to the rest of the living non-human world. 

So far, the war in the woods has been a decidedly 
one-sided affair. At half-time, the score stands at 
forests: zero and loggers: about a bazillion. While the 
debate rages on between the eco-chic and the eco- 
meek concerning the ethics of tree spiking, the trees 
continue to fall, the forest ecosystems continue to 
diminish, hundreds of thousands of unique, never-to- 
occur-again-ever life-forms continue to swirl into the 
toilet bowl of extinction while the logging barons pile 
up reserves of green-dyed dead cellulose tissue. 

/ Tree spiking is simply a damn good tactic. Good 
tactics are controversial, and more importantly, they 
work. Tree spiking as a tactic has been successful. 

Metallic objects or stones embedded within trees is 
a fairly common occurrence. The perpetrator of the 
deed could have ranged from a park ranger nailing up 
supports for fire station telephone lines to a camper, 
hunter or fisherman using nails to hang game, support 
a hammock or tent or to hang a frying p an. T ree 
spikin g merplv increases the freq uency of occurrences 
that have plagued the foresTlndustry for the last 
century. And because these occurfemces have been 
commonTstringent regulations have been in p l ace for 
decades designed to protect sawmill workers from 
metallic objects embedded in logs. 

OrfMay 22, 1987, a petition was submitted to the 
Occupational Safety and Health Standards Board in 
California. The petition proposed that the Board amend 
the Logging and Sawmill Safety Orders regarding the 
spiking of trees. Senator Barry Keene, in a letter dated 
May 28, 1987, requested that the Standards Board 
consider further regulations to protect workers from 
injuries by spiked logs. 

''The Division of Occupational Safety and Health 
concluded that "stringent compliance with existing 
safety orders could eliminate the hazard to sawmill 
employees created by spiking." 

However, an amendment was adopted which called 
for logs to be examined for embedded metal, rock and / 
or glass and for such foreign objects to be extracted 
before processing. This amendment made the envi- 
ronment safer for the workers and at the same time 
greatly increased overhead operating costs for the 
logging companies. 

In fiily, 1988 , T organized a sroall rr ew called the, 
North Vanco uver Garden and Arbor Club. We sp iked 
1 sdme2;000 treesdnlhesouthslope of GrouseMoun- 
tauTwhich resulted in the^sawmills cancelin g their 
purchase of the t imber bef ore-th e trees wer e-cuC^ 
~~We did not spike those trees without first research- 
ing the tactic thoroughly. 

Before the action I had consulted a friend who was 
an arborist. I asked him for pointers on how to spike 
the tree without causing it any harm. He provided me 
with the advice that I needed. Tree spiking is not 
harmful to a tree, and hundreds of spikes can be 
hammered home without causing any adverse stress 
or harm to the tree. According to my arborist friend, 
tree spiking was akin to inoculating a tree ag ainst a 
disease called gr eed, a worldwide plague being spread 


by what the Kayiapo of Amazonia call the termite 
people, or the people who gobble up the forests. 

I then made inquiries of the logging industry while 
pretending to be an insurance investigator. I asked if 
there were safety mechanisms on a chain saw that 
would prevent the chain from breaking and striking 
the operator. I was assured by the industry that such an 
accident could not happen, for all chain saws used had 
chain guards to prevent a broken chain from whipping 
back into the face of a logger. I followed up on this 


The real target is the down time in 
a sawmill for repairing the dam- 
age — this can range between 
$2,000 and $50,000 per day... 


information by deliberately taking a chainsaw to a 
spiked log. I struck the spike from different angles a 
total of ten times. The chain never broke, although the 
teeth were sheared and the chainsaw seized each time. 

I then approached the sawmills, again posing as an 
insurance representative. I asked, "Is it possible for an 
operator or an off-bearer to be injured if a sawmill 
should strike a metallic object embedded in a log?" The 
answer from industry spokespeople was a definite 
"No." The companies I questioned were Macmillan- 
Bloedel, Crown Zellerbach and Weldwood Lumber. 

Therefore I concluded that tree spiking was a perfect 
tactic. It would not hurt the tree. It would not injure 
the loggers or sawmill workers. It was simple and easy 
to do. Materials were easy to obtain and untraceable. 
It was not illegal. It could not even be defined as 
damaging property, since trees — being living beings — 
are not and never will be human property. The con- 
cept of trees as property is a clear statement of anthro- 
pocentric thought. 

The beauty of tree spiking as a tactic is that maxi- 
mum economic damage can be inflicted for minimal 
expense. The target is not the individual chainsaws or 
Jhe saw blades. The real target is the down time in a 
sawmill for repairing the damage — this can range 
jetween $2,000 and $50,000 per day , -r - — ■ — 

spendi ng on the size of the mil l. Trees 
destined for puTp when spiked with 
plastic and Styrofoam can cause great 
economic damage in the pulping ma- 
chinery as the "soft spikes" melt and 
gum up the works. The reaction of 
being forced by regulation to locate 
and remove the spikes also increases 
overhead operating costs. A Proton Re- 
cession Magnetometer metal detector 
used by the forest industry costs about 
$20,000 per unit. These are for use in 
the field. In the sawmill, an ionometer 
unit costs between $200,000 and 
$300,000. 

This, after all, is what the logging 
industry understands best — the maxi- 
mization of profit and the minimiza- 
tion of loss. It is the tree spiker's objective to maximize 
costs and to minimize profits. 

Has anybody been injured? In one case only and that 
was the unfortunate accident that befell George 
Alexander in 1987. Who was responsible? 

/\ talked with Mr. Alexander and he told me that he 
had warned Louisiana-Pacific that the band saw he 
was working on was unsafe. He was told to work with 
the saw or be fired. The saw was defective and L-P had 
failed to adhere to regulated safety standards. Besides 
that, there was no evidence produced that the "spike" 
in question was deliberately placed by a forest protec- 
tor. In fact, the trees were not from a primary growth 
area and the nail was probably just that — a nail./ 

But thanks to excellent public relations advice, L-P 
was able to turn a negligent failure to uphold safety 
standards into a public relations coup against the 
environmental movement. And the environmental 
movement, composed for the most part of liberals, 
an thropocen tries and what Crazy Horse once called 


"loaf-about-the-forts, " capitulated and began to apolo- 
gize profusely for something they were not responsible 
for. Forgotten was the wholesale destruction of the 
forests, the rape of ecosystems and the slaughter of 
animals and plants. One large forest protection group 
even offered a $ 100,000 reward for the capture of any 
tree spiker, thereby increasing the paranoia in an 
already excessively paranoid movement. 

Many of these same environmentalists have igno- 
rantly proclaimed that tree spiking has never saved a 
tree. It is convenient for them to spread these lies, 
otherwise they would be forced to admit that the tactic 
works. However, for those who spout such rhetoric, a 
partial list of examples, beginning with the aforemen- 
tioned slopes of Grouse Mountain, would also include 
/ Metres- island and hundreds of other locations world- 
wide. In addition, the tactic has tallied millions in 
direct economic damage. 

Mike Sullivan of the Northwest Forestry Association 
in Portland, Oregon, said not all spikings have been 
publicly disclosed but described them as "a very sig- 
nificant problem" in that region. 

John McCormick, a criminal investigator for the 
regional forest service office in Portland, said that the 
agency has been inundated with tree spiking reports in 
Washington and Oregon, but would not comment on 
an exact count of the number of incidents. ^ 

If spiking was not an effective tactic then it would 
not be so vigorously opposed. And not only is it 
effective, it is practically impossible to get caught if 
proper security measures are taken. 

Some environmentalists argue that the logging in- 
dustry will cut the trees out of spite and will let them 
rot. This is, of course, illegal, but in my opinion, such 
an action should be followed by a direct spiking attack 
on log booms and yard logs that are ready for process- 
ing. These are what I call zombie logs. Although dead, 
they can still strike back. 

Tree spiking is here to stay. At present, spikes are 
being delivered into forests worldwide. The nay-sayers 
can condemn the tactic all they like but they will never 
be able to stop it. As long as the logging companies 
wage war o n the trees , the tree pr otectors w i ll retaliate 
with the most effective tactics available, an d tree 
spikrngTffheTncasteffective tactic that I have seen yet. 



North Vancouver Garden and Arbor Club, July 83'. 

Tree spikers are just doing what many Earth Firstlers 
preach but few practice and that is no compromise in 
defense of Mother Earth. Hell, they are not even doing 
something everybody else doesn't do. The only dif- 
ference is that tree spikers hammer nails into two-by- 
fours before they are condemned to becoming two- 
by-fours. 

Another argument used against tree spiking is that it 
will alienate the" workers. The workers are already 
alienated. The loggers are not the friends of the trees. 
Loggers log for money. De-foresting Companies ex- 
ploit loggers because the loggers choose to be ex- 
ploited. Why is it that the rights of loggers take 
precedence over the rights of those who do not want 
the trees to be cut down? As a forest conservationist, I 
have rights also and my rights are being violated by 
those who accuse me of violating their right to violate 
my rights. If some ecologists want to get into bed with 
the loggers, that's their business, personally I don't 

Continued to next page 
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To Spike or Not to Spike? 

That is Not the Question 


by P n rated Woodpecker 

Debates on spiking can go in circles until we're all 
dizzy, but a few points have crystallized in my mind 
'after all these years. 

A few arguments in defense of spiking: 

It is strategic in that the ecoteur can 
pick her/his target sales, assess the 
risks, operate during the most ad- 
vantageous conditions for con- 
cealment, delay and be careful 
about press/labor notification, 
etc. 

Yet of course it is only one 
tactic in our toolbox — no more 
and no less. This means that it 
should not be evaluated for suc- 
cess or failure on its individual mer- 
its without consideration of the qual- 
ity or absence of an associated cam- 
paign to stop the sales targeted. For example, 
civil disobedience would look pretty ineffective and 
pointless if people evaluated its success or failure out of 
context, without consideration for its multiple roles of 
informing the public, arousing passion for the issue, 
solidifying unity and commitment among activists 



and working in concert with other tactics to achieve 
desired long-term and short-term goals. There are 
timber sales that were spiked which were stopped — 
including Pratt River and the Cedar River sales in 
Washington state. How much each tactic 
contributed to these sales' cancellation 
will never be known, but the most 
effective campaigns seem to em- 
ploy a full range of tactics. 

Furthermore, it seems obvi- 
ous that no one has ever been 
seriously injured in an Earth 
First! spiking; if someone had 
been seriously injured, it 
would have been broadcast 
widely over the press, as can be 
seen by the Cloverdale mill in- 
jury from a non-EF! longbutting 
(for which even the millworker did 
not blame us). It is the ecoteurs who 
are most at risk. 

Now for my main point: Why debate spiking? 
Spiking is decreasing in frequency and/or notoriety in 
the mainstream press. Further, no one is ever going to 
convince everyone to stop spiking trees if they are so 
moved by the failure of other tactics or by belief in the 


advantages of spiking for stopping 
logging. Do we really want to quell 
anyone's passion for the earth and 
determination to defend her? 

Who is so omniscient as to know 
what works best in these crazy times 
and to tell others what to do or what 
not to do, especially when the action 
does not include violence against any 
life? (All indications are that the trees, 
the loggers and the mill workers sur- 
vive spiking much better than "cut 
and run" over-logging.) 

So let' s turn to more productive discus- 
sion of what really requires our attention: 
how to unravel the intricate (yet fragile!) 
web of multinational corporate domi- 
nance and dismantle US cultural addic- 
tion to pacifying (passive-frying) tech- 
nology. Let'sendthemiringofourmove- 
mentinthequicksand of old, tired topics. 
And let's stop butting our heads against 
the red capes of agency shields and step 
behind the "scenes" to attack the mata- 
dor — the root causes that have the poten- 
tial to unify the various struggles for 
ecological balance and social equity. 


IS 


mm 


IT JUST DOESN’T V/ORK 


Continued from page 8 

federal government passed its own laws, which brought 
the FBI into the picture. When the Post Office timber 
sale in Idaho's Clearwater National Forest was spiked, 
the FBI responded by rounding up University of Mon- 
tana professor Ron Erikson and several of his Earth 
First! students. They were forced to give hair samples 
and fingerprints, write "Stumps Suck" 25 times, and 
submit to a federal grand jury investigation. Theieds 
found no evidence to link them to the spiking, and 

t brought no charge s. But tins intimidatioh~waTcTeaf1y 
des igned to try to. separate Missoula EF! from it s 
Support in academ iaJYcars later Tohn Blount, a man 
who was known to some of the EFlers in the area but 
was peripheral to the EF! group, was arrested for 
spiking the Post Office sale. He was tried, convicted, 
and was recently released after serving a short term in 
federal prison. And the trees were cut. 

With this kind of history, you have to wonder why 
some EFlers cling so tenaciously to the myth that 
spiking works. One explanation commonly given is 
that, regardless of whether it saves individual trees, 
spiking is an economic constraint on the industry. 
"The idea could have come straight from the Chicago 
Business School," says Chris Manes in Green Rage. "If 
the cost of removing spikes is high enough, the cut will 
not be made, or at least the decreased profit margin 
will discourage logging in (controversial) areas." 

With this logic, Chris Manes would have flunked 
Econ. 101. One flaw in his theory is that tree spiking 
was designed for federal lands, where most of the 
remaining old growth in the US is located. In these 
case s it is the Forest Service, not the timber company , 
who bears the c ost, both of removing the spikes and of 
charginglower rat es f or the t i m ber to make up for the 
risk of broken saws, the Forest Service is not required 



t_he timber industry could charge anything they want, 
Any increase in production costs due to tree spiking 
would simply be passed on to the consumers. 

Nor are the timber companies put off by the threat 
of injury to their employees, as we have already seen 
in real life. Dave Foreman tells us in Ecodefense that tree 
spiking is "unlikely to cause anyone physical injury 
even should a blade shatter upon striking a spike, 
which is an unlikely event." Bu t Foreman also admit - 
ted to the Christian Science Monitor in 1987 that he 
had never seen the inside of a sawmill. And ifis clear 


strongly advocated tree spiking in the early days have 
quietly abandoned the tactic. Yet the myth lives on. 

Recently, a letter was sent to the local press stating 
that the trees at Mt. Blue had been spiked by EF! I don't 
know if the letter was real or fake, but a group of EFlers 
blockading Mt. Blue were subsequently arrested, 
dragged through hot coals from their campfire, and 
roughed up in jail. I have to wonder if a new generation 
of activists are going to repeat the mistakes of the last 
ten years. Those of us who are out on the front lines 
putting our bodies in front of the bulldozers and 
chainsaws can't afford to be isolated and discredited 
by something as ineffective and incendiary as tree 


that he doesn't understand the depths of depravity of 
the timber companies.JLogging is the most dangerous 
occupa tion in the US, ^ with injury and death rates ‘/spiking. If we are serious about putting the Earth first, ) 

higher than those of underground coal mining. The Mve need to choose tactics because they work, not S 
-routine maim tng"~and killing of timber workers is pecause they are macho or romantic. That's what no S 
coldly calculated into the cost of the lumber, and a few compromise really means. 


to make a profit, since it is financed by taxes, and one 
of the scandals of looting our national forests is that 
the Forest Service subsidizes big timber by paying for 
log road construction and selling timber below cost. 

Between 1982 and 1987, the Forest Service received 
$800 million each year in federal timber sales, but 
spent $1.2 billion per year making the timber ready for j truth abouttfeespiKffig. It is unquestionably dan- 
sale. That's a loss of $400 million annually. There / gerous to workers. It needlessly endangers EF! activ-[ 
aren't enough tree spikes in the world to make a dent \_istson the front lines. And it doesn't save trees. 


more injuries are not going to stop them. L-P made this 
clear after George Alexander was hurt by that famous 
Cloverdale tree spike. "L-P will not let tree spiking be 
a deterrent," said spokeswoman Glennis Simmons. 
And she meant it. L-P kept running the logs from that 
same spiked sale through the mill, even though 
they encountered two more spikes and broke an- 
other saw blade. Other timber companies were just 
as emphatic. After the Buse Company in Everett, 
Washington broke four sawblades on tree spikes in 
1987, manager Ron Smith commented, "I assume 
they think if they do things like this the timber 
industry will get discouraged and will just quit 
cutting trees. But I don't think that's going to 
happen." 

And it hasn't happened. Yet just because Dave 
Foreman told us 10 years ago that it would, most of 
EF! continues to ignore reality, no matter how 
ruch experience we have. The forests that F,F! had 
een instrumental in sav ing in this ar ea (Cah to 
Wilderness, Trout Creek, Headwaters For est, Albi on 
. and Owl Creek) all have been sav ed through bloc k- 
a des and p ublic-org a mzihgcampa i gns, o ftgnco m- 
Hbined with lawsuits. And it's time we faced the 
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in this agency. 

And even in the case of tree spiking on private lands, 
Manes' eco n omic theory ass umes th at the price of 
lu mber is fixed, so that an y inc rease in production 
costs will result in a decrease in profits. But old-growth 
timberls sovaluable, and there is so little of it left, that 


Ironically, most of the early advocates of tree 
spiking — including Dave Foreman — have left EF! 
for safer harbors after suppressing debate by treat- 
ing any questioning of their tactics as heresy. And, 
although most of them have refused to make any 
public statements about it, the EF! groups that most 


In DeFense. . . 

Continued from previous page 
find them that attractive. Paul Bunyan is a war 
criminal in my book. 

In fact, it is the absolute hypocrisy of opinion 
that continually astounds me. I once did a talk 
show that had a bomb threat phoned in to protest 
my violence. I have had my life threatened by 
loggers for advocating tree spiking, and I have had 
members of the "nonviolent" Friends of Clayoquot 
Sound threaten to kick my head in for advocating r\ - 
tree spiking. In other words, violence is justified^'"'') 
even by the supposedly nonviolent if you are a ^7 
threat to profits, jobs, property or ideology. How- x: 
ever, those who are a threat to the natural world V 
should be dealt with in an exclusively pacifist ^ 
fashion. Pardon me, but human pacifism does not ^ 
mean squat to a tree, especially if the tree is about 
to make violent contact with the ground. 

Thelate, great Edward Abbey said, "Nogood Ameri- 
can should ever go into the woods again without...a 
hammer and a few pounds of 60 penny nails." 

In summation, tree spiking really does not need 
defending. The trees need defending. Those who 
deplore the tree spikers really need a primer on 
enemy identification. The real enemy is the man 
with the axe. The monkeywrencher with the ham- 
mer is a friend of the forests and will be appreciated 
as such by future generations. 


1 
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Grazing in the 

by Dave Hogan 

In a move that serves as a sign of times to come for all southwestern 
national forests, the Cleveland National Forest of Orange and San 
Diego counties in southern California has agreed to complete a biologi- 
cal assessment of its livestock grazing program's impacts on threatened 
and endangered species. 

The agreement came in response to the Southwest Center for Biologi- 
cal Diversity's submission of three Endangered Species Act (ESA) 
species-listing petitions since 1991, and the 
Southwest Center's October 1994 notice of 
intent to sue over Cleveland National Forest 
ESA violations. By agreeing to conduct this 
analysis, Forest Supervisor Anne Fege has set 
an incredible precedent. Despite the fact that 
livestock grazing is the most destructive land 
use in the arid lands of western north America, 
this type of forest-wide cumulative effects 
study on the impacts of grazing has never 
been conducted on any southwestern Na- 
tional Forest. 

Efforts to get cows out of the meadow, 
forest, and riparian habitats of the Cleveland 
began in 1990 when the Southwest Center 
petitioned the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS) to list the Laguna Mountains aster as 
endangered. The decline of this huge purple 
flower is easily attributable to the fact that 
cows munch the whole plant before it sets seed. Petitions for the listing 
of the Laguna Mountain skipper butterfly and southwestern willow 
flycatcher soon followed. Impacts of grazing to the skipper butterfly 
and flycatcher are also well documented. In the case of the skipper, cows 
trample larval habitat and eat flower heads which would otherwise 
provide nectar to the zebra-striped insect on the wing. Willow flycatch- 
ers are dependent on dense riparian habitat with old-growth cotton- 
wood overstory. Cows eat and trample understory riparian vegetation, 
and unnatural flooding from grazed uplands washes out the bigger 


Cleveland NF 

trees. The FWS rejected the aster petition on the grounds that it had 
already been the subject of a petition in 1975. However, the flycatcher 
and butterfly have both been proposed for endangered listing. 

In late October, 1994, the Southwest Center submitted its intent to 
sue over the Cleveland's failure to initiate formal consultation with the 
FWS regarding continuing impacts to the Laguna Mountain skipper. 
Under the Endangered Species Act, federal agencies must consult with 
the FWS when it is determined that agency actions may be j eopardizing 
the continued existence of a proposed species. In surveys conducted 

during the spring and summer of 1 994, only 
one tiny population of the skipper butterfly 
with less than fifty individuals was relocated. 
In response to both the petitions and the 
threat of legal actions, the Cleveland agreed 
to the forest-wide grazing analysis. 

While the Cleveland's willingness to con- 
duct a grazing analysis should on one hand 
be applauded, it must also be closely scruti- 
nized. Only proposed and listed species are 
to be included in the assessment. This vio- 
lates Forest Service mandates to consider the 
impacts of Forest activities on all FWS listed, 
proposed, and candidate species, and Forest 
Service sensitive species. The Cleveland's 
assessment is also likely to conclude that 
livestock grazing isn't jeopardizing the con- 
tinued existence of any sensitive species any- 
where on the forest. Climate change or rec- 
reation impacts will likely be cited as the causative factors of montane 
ecosystem collapse. 

The Southwest Center's focus on imperiled plants and animals in the 
Cleveland National Forest is a part of an action campaign bringing 
increased attention to the outrageous environmental impacts of Na- 
tional Forest livestock grazing and declining ecosystems and species 
throughout southwestern North America. For further information, 
please contact the Southwest for Biological Diversity at PO Box 742, 
Silver City, NM 88062. 



Don't Mess Up Texas 


Last summer, wildlife activists and 
public health officials were outraged 
to learn that the Texas Department of 
Agriculture (TDA) had applied to the 
US Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) for an "emergency exemption" 
to use deadly Compound 1080 
poison to kill wildlife in Texas. They 
immediately launched a grassroots 
campaign to alert the public and 
persuade EPA to turn down the 
poisoning plan. Recently the EPA 
announced it would deny TDA's 
request. 

"The Texas poisoning plan was a 
threat not just to Texas, but to the 
entire West," said Pat Wolff of New 
West Research, an organizer of the 

anti-poisoning campaign. "Lifting the ban on this dangerous 
substance would have been disastrous for wildlife and humans 



alike." 

TDA requested that EPA lift the ban on Compound 1080 on 
behalf of a small group of Texas ranchers who contended that 
poisoning wildlife with Compound 1080 would help control rabies. 
But EPA found no scientific evidence in support of that idea. 
Opposition to the poisoning plan came from numerous public 
health agencies, including the New Mexico Environment 
Department's Rabies Control office. 

"There is no scientific or public health basis for a widespread, 
indiscriminate campaign against predators to protect the public 
against rabies," the Environment Department's letter to EPA said. 

Compound 1080 was developed in Nazi Germany as a chemical 
warfare agent and has been used as to exterminate rodents and 
predators by the livestock industry. It is so toxic that a teaspoonful 
in powder form can kill up to 100 adults. In 1972, President Nixon 
banned Compound 1080 because of wide spread misuse, the 
poisoning deaths of many humans, and the indiscriminate poison- 
ing of milli ons of birds and mammals. 

Leaders of the campaign against Compound 1080 include New West 
Research of Santa Fe, NM, the Texas Sierra Club, Wildlife Rescue of San 
Antonio, TX and Wildlife Damage Review of Tucson, AZ. 


USFS Backs Down on 
Road Closure 

In early January, Virginia forest activists were alerted that Mt. 

Rogers National Recreation Area Ranger Steve Sherwood had held a 
private meeting with four-wheel-drive advocates and had opened a 
gated Forest Service road halfway up Whitetop Mountain, reneging 
on two 1993 decision notices signed which required the road to be 
closed every winter. 

Whitetop Mountain, in Virginia's Jefferson National Forest, has 
been an issue of contention for several years. Many consider the 
mountain, which is home to 40 federally listed species, a leading 
contender for wilderness designation. 

It is unclear who was behind the move to illegally open the 
Whitetop Road, but some activists speculated that the area ranger 
was ordered by a superior. Nevertheless, the Forest Service has seen 
the error of its ways (albeit temporarily): the road is gated and the 
Forest Service is hurriedly preparing to issue another decision notice 
addressing winter closure of Whitetop Road only. 

Until this winter, the Forest Service has permitted unrestricted 
vehicular use of the Whitetop Road, but activists advocate obliterat- 
ing the road and managing Whitetop as one of a series of regional 
core roadless areas. In support of their plan, they cite the effects of 
trash dumping, off-road use, soil compaction, disturbance of plants, 
exacerbation of freeze-thaw road problems and disturbance to hikers 
caused by the road. 

The Forest Service has countered by proposing parking lots, inter- 
pretive trails, and an observation deck on the mountain. They've 
made bonehead statements like: "Whitetop Mountain is the only 
area... in the Jefferson where the public can drive to the summit of a 
5, 000-foot mountain and experience the Virginia High Country in 
one panoramic view without ever leaving their vehicle. This makes 
Whitetop Mountain a truly unique feature." 

The Forest Service is asking for public comment until February 17 on 
the Whitetop Road closure schedule. Virginians for Wilderness and PAW 
(southeast Virginia) encourage phone calls to stop the year-round 
trashing of the mountain. Call Lew Purcell at the Mt. Rogers NRA: (703) 
783-5195. Also, ask to get on the Whitetop Road scoping list. 

— Wake Robin 
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Polar Bear Protection in the US 


The coastal plain of the Arctic National Wildlife 
Refuge is our nation's most important polar bear 
habitat. Every fall the southernmost shores of the 
Arctic Ocean freeze, and scores of polar bears journey 
to Alaska's coastal plain from various parts of the 
region. By writing to Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt, 
you can help protect vital polar bear habitat from 
poten tial oil and gas development and try to insure 
that such activities never occur within the Arctic 
Refuge. 

bar Bear Habitat at Risk 

After giving birth to crabs on the coastal plain, the 
family unit must remain in its den until March. It is 
during; this time that polar bears are most susceptible 
to disturbances known to cause female bears to 
abandon their dens, which is fatal to cubs too young 
to survive outside. 

Oil exploration and production along the north- 
ern Alaska coast threatens to disrupt the bear's 
breeding pattern. Disturbances to polar bears in- 
clude road construction, traffic, helicopters, ships, 
seismic surveys, drilling, and oil transportation, all 
of which are associated with oil production. 

The level of oil and gas extraction in the US Arctic 
is likely to increase as oil exploration continues and 
more state and federal lands and waters are leased. 

While current activities undoubtedly cause some den disruption, the risk to polar 
bears and their habitat will increase should oil companies make a large find. 
Because polar bears live in relatively small populations and have low reproductive 
rates, they are susceptible to population crashes. While Alaska's population of 
3,000 to 5,000 polar bears is stable, decreases in cub survival or increases in female 
mortality would be devastating. 

Polar Bear Protection 

On paper, international law and United States policy provide means of safe- 
guarding essential polar bear habitat from oil development. The Agreement on the 


Conservation of Polar Bears is an international treaty 
between the US, Canada, Russia, Denmark, Norway, 
and was ratified by the United States Senate in 1976. 
The treaty contains some of the strongest habitat 
protection duties in international wildlife law. Each 
signatory nation is required to protect polar bear 
ecosystems, paying particular attention to denning, 
feeding and migration areas. 

To better protect polar bear haoitat and fulfill the 
polar bear Agreement the FWS announced in No 
vember 1993 that it would develop Polar Bear 
Habitat Conservation Strategy. According to FWS, 
the goal of this strategy is to conserve and protect 
polar bear habitat in Alaska m. perpetuity. They say 
the strategy considers setting up "special protective 
areas" for polar bears and intends to provide the basis 
for the United States to secure an enhanced revel of 
polar bear habitat protection by other Arcti c nations. 
How You Can Help 

Please write to Interior Secretary Babbitt and FWS 
Director Mollie Beattie. Thank them for developing 
the polar bear Habitat Conservation Strategy but urge 
them to make sure that the strategy results in genuine 
habitat protection. Tell them that the strategy should 
include polar bear reserves where oil and gas activities 
are prohibited. 

Letters Should Be Sent To: 

The Honorable Bruce Babbitt, Secretary Department of the Interior, 1849 C St 
NW, Washington, DC 20240; Mollie Beattie, Director US Fish and Wildlife Service, 
1849 C St NW, Room 3256, Washington, DC 20240. 

Please send a copy of your letter to Linda Winter at Defenders of Wildlife, 1101 
14th St, Suite 1400, Washington, DC 20005. We will assure that your letter is 
formally submitted for the record when FWS begins its formal public comment 
period on the Polar Bear Habitat Conservation Strategy. For more information call 
(202) 682-9400 X263. 



Measure 1 8 Faces Repeal 

Oregon Republican Bill Markham has announced his intention to introduce 
legislation to repeal Measure 1 8 which bans hunting bears and mountain lions with 
hounds or bait. The measure passed in Oregon's November 1994 election by over 
44,000 votes. 

Markham, a consistently strong voice against ecosystem protection and wildlife, 
has vowed to continue Oregon's century-old tradition of predator slaughter, which 
completely decimated the states grizzly bears and wolves. A century of bounty 
hunting, trophy hunting and lethal Damage Control has seriously weakened 
Oregon's ecosystems. Both black bear and mountain lion were in danger of 
extirpation when the government eradication programs were suspended 30 years 
ago. Conservationists would like to see these species repopulate their native habitat. 

Bears and lions are still threatened due to exploitation for body parts used in 
traditional Asian medicines. Both species are suffering from unprecedented habitat 
loss and "damage control" as demanded by timber operators and ranchers. Wildlife 
proponents in Oregon introduced Measure 18 to protect these last two wild 
predators. 

Markham and his henchmen claim that hound-hunting and baiting are needed 
by the Fish and Wildlife Service as management tools, but in actuality, these banned 
trophy hunting techniques, aside from being extremely cruel and abusive, increase 
the likelihood of conflicts with people. Mountain lion expert Paul Beier, of 
Northern Arizona State University, points out that trophy hunting for lions causes 
human conflict and damage by changing the age structure of the lion population. 
Noted bear biologist Charles Jonkel opposes bear baiting because it teaches them 
to seek out human food sources. 

What you can do: Call or write Oregon legislators now and ask them to oppose 
any repeal of Measure 18. Contact Oregon's Governor John Kitzhaber and ask that 

he veto any such legislation. All legislators can be contacted: The Honorable , 

State Capitol, Salem OR 97310, switchboard (503) 986-1 180. Write or call Governor 
John Kitzhaber, State Capitol, Salem OR 97310, (503) 378-3111. 


— Biodiversity Crisis Intervention 



BC Natives Fight 
Corporate Logging 

The Nuxalk Nation, lo- 
cated in the central mid- 
coast of British Columbia, 

Canada, are fighting for 
survival. Although the 
Nuxalk people depend on 
their forests for salmon, 
clean streams, food and 
medicine, multinational corporations are devastating the land by clearcutting in 
the name of progress and corporate returns. 

These companies operate with impunity because the area's remoteness hides 
them from public scrutiny. Generally, little is known about what goes on there. A 
campaign to develop greater awareness of the area is underway, but in the 
meantime the corporations are scheming to decimate the forests. 

One of the primary culprits in this destruction is International Forest Products 
(Interior), which is aggressively logging the south and east portions of Nuxalk 
territory. Interior plans to log in Hot Springs Creek Valley, a rare, pristine coastal 
drainage resplendent with large old cedars. If cut, some of the raw logs will 
undoubtedly be exported. 

Brian Simpson of BC Ministry of Forest and Interior's Hans Granander oversee 
the corporation's operation in this area. Simpson claimed a decision will be made 
about logging on Hot Springs Creek pending the results of a 1-2 years study. The 
immediate surrounding area of the hotsprings has been proposed for protection 
under the BC Protected Areas Strategy. Nonetheless, Interior has been flagging 
roads in the Hot Springs Creek Valley area already. 

I.R. Wilson Consultants have performed a few archeological studies within the 
Nuxalk Territory for logging development. These "professional" reports were 
poorly completed and presented, yet they were approved by Interior and the 
Ministry of Forests. 

Help us illuminate the destruction of the Nuxalk Territory. Please call or write 
Simpson and Granander and let them know that, though they may be out of sight, 
they are certainly not out of mind, and that people from all over care about the area 
and the traditional people who live there. Please call them and ask them to stop 
violating Nuxalk forests. If you don't find them in the office, please call them at 
home. They absolutely need to hear from us. 

Hans Granander, International Forest Products, Bella Coola Division, Mid-Coast Opera- 
tion, Box 50, Hagensborg, BC VOT 1HO, Canada; (604) 982-2323, home (604) 982-2515. 

Brian Simpson, BC Ministry of Forests, Mid-Coasi District, Box 190, Hagensborg, 
BC VOT 1H0, Canada; (604) 982-2000, home (604) 982-2686. 

— Native Forest Network 
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Mayhem 



Son Francisco's Critcal Mass ride along Market Street. The SF ride is the largest in the nation, attracting up to 3,000 participants. 


by Jason Halbert 

"We're not blocking traffic, 

WE ARE TRAFFIC!" screams an 
angry yet elated Critical Mass 
cyclist to a Beamer-driving yuppie 
rushing to the "safety" of the 
suburbs. 

Urban bicyclists face a daily 
barrage of insults, potholes 
created by cars, buses and trucks, 
glass, roadkii! (everywhere!), 
assholes, and the knowledge that 
every breath contains car- 
cinogens. Still, every driver knows 
that hitting a bicyclist would be a 
severe financial blow, and therein 
lies the power of Critical Mass — 
today's urban protest of choice. 

Stopping cars by putting your 
body in their path and building 
solidarity among bicyclists creates 
spontaneous, nonviolent, car-free 
celebrations. 

The term Critical Mass refers to 
the minimum number of cyclists, 
skaters, walkers etc. required to 
safely move through the streets. 

In Beijing, it is a part of everyday 
life for cyclists to stop and wait at 
an intersection until enough other 
riders have amassed to stop the 
flow of fossil-beast traffic, thus 
making it safe to move through 
the intersection. Yet Americans 
drive the distance to the planet 
Pluto every day, with most auto- 
mobile trips ranging within five 
miles of one's home. 

Thus the car culture clearly 
dominates all aspects of American 
living. Like any minority, bicy- 
clists face constant abuses and 
prejudice from the dominant 
culture. To most Americans, the 
bicycle is a recreational toy like a 
tennis racket or a Frisbee. To the 
Chinese, many Europeans, and 
most of the impoverished world, it 
is a cheap and reliable form of 
transportation. The bicycle is the 
most efficient means of transporta- 
tion on Earth, requiring fewer 
calories per kilometer than even 
walking. Yet Americans continue 
their obsessive-compulsive behav- 
ior toward cars and trucks — 
anything that spews exhaust and 
requires huge subsidies. 

Here, I do not propose a continuance of industrial 
life — people disconnected from the rhythms of the 
planet moving from insulated box to insulated 
box — merely replacing one transportation mode 
with another. Rather, the bicycle and Critical Mass 
rides are paradigmatic transitions to cities of less 
cement, more people (the population is not going 
down despite your wishful thinking), less strife and 
fewer roads! In poor urban neighborhoods, entire 
highways are built without so much as one walk- 
over while bridges are built and rebuilt for cars only. 
How much racism, earth-rape, sexism and death is 
directly or indirectly related to our addiction to 
automobiles? It is an auto-cracy! 

Critical Mass is a "xerocracy," or rule by the copy 
machine, with no leaders. Whoever wants to 
organize a movement of 25, 100, or 1,000+ cyclists 
through the busiest streets at rush hour has the 
power to end the auto-cracy. The first and most 
successful Critical Mass rides are credited to the San 
Francisco Bay Area. In July 1994 over 1,000 cyclists 
screamed over the Golden Gate Bridge during rush 
hour! Imagine the headache for motorheads! 


In Washington, DC, Auto-Free DC has attracted 
over 40 riders to its downtown rides, held every 
other week, and over 70 to its "Free Rock Creek 
National Park" rides held each month. New York 
City has a strong and diverse auto-free crowd,and 
cities as far as Rio and Poznan, Poland, have seen 
Critical Mass. I have been a part of spontaneous, 
somewhat masochistic, Critical Mass rides with as 
few as four people. Wherever the city or town, 
whatever the number of cyclists, skaters or walkers, 
the following is an incomplete guide on how to 
create Critical Mass. The Auto-Free Bay Area Coali- 
tion also has a Critical Mass How-To available, 
complete with copyable fliers. Send postage (at 
least) to: GRIP, 41 Sutter St #1829, San Francisco, CA 
94104. 

START A CRITICAL MASS RIDE: All it takes is a 
bunch of cyclists, a little time and resolve. Obtain a 
Critical Mass flier from another city or make your 
own announcing the ride a month in advance. 

Small fliers stapled or secured to parked bikes prior 
to the ride attract dedicated cyclists who are essen- 
tial to form an affinity group. Also post flyers in as 


many free places as possible, even the malls where 
many unconscious youth desperately seek rebellion. 
Meet at a central location in the city, perhaps a 
downtown park, cafe, campus, or bike shop. Con- 
tact local bicycle shop, in-line skate and skateboard 
shops, clubs etc. 

GOALS: There are various schools of thought or 
mindlessness that have developed around the stated 
goals of Critical Mass rides. Life is chaotic and this is 
usually the first goal of many riders — create unfet- 
tered chaos; release entropy into the city, WILD IN 
THE STREETS!! This has the advantage of excite- 
ment and adrenaline, and is firmly rooted in 
anarchist tradition of "propaganda by the deed." 
The disadvantage in my experience is that fights 
break out, often without notice of the entire group, 
and the general attitude of bystanders (pedestrians 
not yet in their cars are usually supportive because 
they are not caught behind you) diminishes into, 
"get a job!" or "go home!" and many riders are 
rather straight folks who enjoy the safety in num- 
bers and not the chants of "Fuck the car culture!" 
Make sure you know what kind of ride your group 
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wants before you begin, otherwise morale will drop 
to zero and future rides may suffer. If there are 
enough riders, two separate rides can resolve a split 
in motives, but I highly discourage this. 

The goals of the ride should be positive. For 
example, some riders on our initial rides had never 
spoken to the public as a protester and continually 
stated that our purpose was to "get bike lanes." 
While that is a likely bone many cities will throw at 
Auto-Free activists, it is only a tiny step in the 
process of creating auto-free zones and cities. If a 
purpose must be shouted to people on sidewalks, 
make it a positive one such as "We're taking back 
the streets!" or "We're cleaning up the city for our 
children — no more noise and pollution — Bikes 
First!" And recently after the brutal murder-by-fossil- 
beast of a bike messenger, DC activists shouted "No 
more dead bicyclists!" Many rides carry two pieces 
of propaganda, one for car drivers stuck behind the 
mass and one for the bystanders, explaining a little 
about ride. These violence-mitigators work well. 

DETAILS: Helmets should be recommended but 
not required, as everyone accepts liability for their 
own actions. These rides can be dangerous, espe- 
cially for inexperienced cyclists and in larger cities. 
Irate drivers, usually men in sports cars, often speed 
around the mass into oncoming traffic endangering 
everyone. If a "hot one" is immediately behind the 
group, surround the car or truck and explain to the 
driver (whose window will most certainly be down 
belching obscenities) that they'd better calm down, 
as they are not going anywhere. It is important to 
stay together, yet as "inflated" or spread out as a 
possible. "Snails" or extra slow riders break the 
group up and isolate themselves, and this should be 
discouraged. Ask the snails to blockade the road 
next week if that's what they want to do. 

LOOPS VS. ONE-WAY ROUTES: Establish a route 
and explain it or map it out before the ride starts. 
The route should coincide with the greatest traffic 
flows as much as possible, save highways (though 
the Bay Area crowd did manage to get on the 
highway before 60-plus were arrested!) Arrests are 
rare, except when spontaneous choke-ins and die- 
ins snarl entire intersections and the cops choose to 
move in. The bike is an excellent get-away vehicle, 
and with more and more "bike cops" the police are 
learning about life on the other side of the wheel — 
outside of their steel boxes. A loop route works great 
and provides a variety of streets and traffic types 
(outbound, cross-town, etc.). One-way routes work 
the best though. The point is driven home and in 
major cities the news helicopters get in on the 
action and the ride gets instant coverage. Pick a 
major outbound (for evening) or inbound (for 
morning) artery and clog it like a Whopper in a fat 
man's chest. Since signals are timed, often stopping 
one block of traffic from moving ahead is enough to 
cause grid-lock and instantly shut a section of the 
city. Continue riding a certain distance out, or end 
the ride at a park or bar or whatever, but keep it 
clogged for a long time. Pittsburgh would make a 
very fun zig-zag route over every bridge in town. In 
DC, Connecticut Avenue runs over a bridge and 
through a tunnel, and riders enjoy a symphony of 
horns in the tunnel. 

THE AMBULANCE DILEMMA: Is it better to let 
the ambulance through — to avoid an instant bad 
rap and risk having all rides shut down — or to 
prevent the noisemaker from "saving" yet another 
consuming human, probably from a car wreck!?!? In 
these early years of Critical Mass it is best to let the 
poor bastards through (it could be a cyclist or 
pedestrian), but don't let anyone else sneak by. 

OBEYING LAWS: This issue continually divides 
cyclists. In my opinion, as reflected in my riding 
style, signals, stop signs and the like were made for 
cars, not for bikes. Until there is equality for bi- 
cycles, I ride to survive. In large cities, cyclists often 
gamer a bad reputation because of this style, espe- 
cially because of bike messengers who flaunt their 
speed and skills by dodging cars and generally doing 


The rugged individualism 
of Missoula, Montana's 
Critical Mass. 



as they please. 

Critical Mass rides 
have no rules 
except those the 
group agrees to. In 
Columbia, Missouri, 
a group tactic was 
to ride en masse 
through an intersec- 
tion where pressure 
plates in the road 
triggered the signal. 

The group did not 
weigh enough to 
trip the signal, and 
they legally stood at 
the red light pre- 
venting any cars 
from rolling on the plate (at four- ways, both sides 
would have to be covered). Create your own tactics. 
On our last ride yellow meant go and red meant 
stop. This kept cars stuck at almost every red light. 
When overtaking cars already caught in traffic, it is 
best for the lead riders to quickly move to the front 
(usually at a signal or stop sign) and stop while the 
rest catch up. Make sure the fastest, experienced 
riders are in front and the calmest, experienced 
riders are in back. ALWAYS cover the entire lane(s). 
Do not cross the yellow line. If the group chooses to 
ran lights and stop signs, it should be done very 
carefully and with the first two or three riders 
stopping and then standing in front of flowing 
traffic. Experiments with allowing cars one lane 
while the group takes up two failed miserably, as no 
jam was created and drivers were distracted by the 
group while trying to merge into the single passing 
lane. This is extremely dangerous. 

COPS: As long as the group is moving, police 
generally will not intervene. However, some small- 
town groups have experienced harassment and 
arrests from cops. Riders have been fined for not 
riding to the side of the road or not traveling single- 
file. Also, winter rides often end in the dark, and no 
lights may lead to fines. Entering highways and 
stopping in traffic or intersections brings harsher 
responses and penalties, but is worth a try with 
large, experienced groups. 

Finally, single roads through urban parks or other 
semi-wild places are excellent targets for a sustained 
campaign. Washington DC's Rock Creek National 
Park, the wildest urban park in the US, is a com- 


muter hell every rush hour. Rides are held there 
every month, and have met with positive media 
coverage and strong public support. 

Critical Mass is continually evolving and should 
be used as another tool in the efforts to halt new 
roads, the car culture, urban sprawl, or even single 
trucks (carrying toxic sludge or missiles). If there 
are not enough riders who want to engage in this 
melee with cars, don't fret, think up different 
tactics. One or two people on bikes could cause a 
lot of hassle if they wanted to. Pedestrian actions 
are great too. Many towns and college campuses 
have one or two mandatory-stopping crosswalks. 
Get a group to continually walk through the cross 
walk. Isolated rural, but busy roads would be an 
easy target for a one way ride. How about 
Shenadoah National Park's Skyline Drive, that scar 
on the Blue Ridge, or roads in any national park?!? 
As Dan Rather once said, "Americans will put up 
with anything provided it doesn't block traffic." 
Happy riding. 

Send your ideas to Auto-Free DC, PO Box 
21021, Washington, DC 20009, 202-452-5950. 

Cities with Critical Mass Rides include: 
Annapolis, MD; Areata, CA; Athens, GA; Aus- 
tin, TX; Burlington, VT; Boston, MA; Colum- 
bia, MO; Columbus, OH; Eugene, OR; Madison, 
WI; Minneapolis, MN; Missoula, MT; New York 
City; Ottawa, Ontario; Portland, OR; Poznan, 
Poland; Reno, NV; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; 
Sacramento, CA; San Francisco, CA; San Luis 
Obispo, CA; Santa Cruz, CA; Seattle, WA; 

Toledo, OH; Toronto, Ontario; and Washington, DC. 
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Portland, Oregon's Critcal Mass. Portland Mass riders are suing the City of 
Portland in federal court for unlawfully excluding them from Pioneer 
Courthouse Square last fall. The city aims to settle out of court 
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, People 


The Crimes of Sidek and 
Costa Banderas 


byTlaloc-Caza 

The Sidek corporation has assaulted the 
Salado wetlands near Puerto Vallarta to 
destroy habitat viability and allow for fur- 
ther development. 

Evidence points to the intentional dump- 
ing of thousands of liters of gasoline, the 
covert reloca- 
tion of hundreds 
of crocodilians, 
and the inten- 
tional diversion 
of Puerto 
Vallarta's sew- 
age directly 
onto the wet- 
lands behind 
Sidek's develop- 
ment, "Marina Vallarta I." Outgoing Presi- 
dent Salinas de Gortari, in the last days of 
his term, expropriated the remainder of 
the wetlands to make way for Sidek's "Ma- 
rina Vallarta II." 

Marina Vallarta I caused the total de- 
struction of a large portion of the wetlands 
habitat. Sewage effluents from the devel- 
opment are connected to the storm drain 
system and empty directly into the marina 
and ocean, posing an ongoinghealth threat. 
Several thousand hotel rooms and condo- 
miniums connect to the system and the 
amount of sewage is staggering. In spite of 
Sidek's violations of municipal and state 
regulations regarding sewage pumping and 
treatment, they have never been cited or 
fined. The stench of sewage during early 
morning and low tide has irfCited public 
opposition to Marina Vallarta II. 

Despite the continuing onslaught, the 
Salado retains its habitat viability. It serves 
as an important link in the Pacific flyway 
for migrating birds and constitutes the 
single most important regional spawning 
ground for marine and wetlands fauna. 
The Salado is the largest wetlands habitat 
on what is the world's second largest bay, 
the Bahia de Banderas. 

Public opinion is firmly opposed to further 
development in the wetlands: Pro-ecology, 
citizen-action groups, and local journalists 
have united in protest. Recently, over three 
hundred citizens marched to thetown square 
in Puerto Vallarta to demonstrate against the 
destruction. Furthermore, organizers have 
gathered over 600 signatures in support of a 
class-action law- 
suit now filed 
against indi- 
viduals and cor- 
porations who 
have committed 
crimes against 
the regional eco- 
system. 

Recent Mexi- 
can legislation 
mandates the 
protection of wetlands — including the 
Salado. The expropriation of the Salado is 
a clear example of how the eco-demagogu- 
ery utilizes domestic legislation for foreign 
diplomacy rather than real domestic policy. 

Sidek stands to gain a windfall of several 
hundred million dollars if the wetlands are 
declared dead and development goes un- 
deterred. In less than a decade, Sidek's 
formula for dredging and filling swamps 
has transformed the corporation into the 


national leader in resort and marina devel- 
opment. They further increase their profit 
margin by employing shoddy construction 
techniques. Condominium owners in Ma- 
rina Vallarta I have sued the corporation as a 
result of sinking foundations, structural fail- 
ure and breakage of water and drain pipes. 

Several Sidek associates have joined to 
form Costa Banderas Corporation (CBC), 
which recently "purchased" 27 kilometers 
(totaling 2600 acres) of unique oceanfront 
property which is classified 
as sub-tropical desert. The 
land was formerly held in a 
government land trust. CBC 
bought the land at $0.50 
(US) per square meter, de- 
spite its market value at up 
to $ 50 (US) per square meter, 
and plans to use the land for 
its "Punta Mita" develop- 
ment. The land trust had 
expropriated the land from an agricultural 
cooperative who never received fair com- 
pensation for the land. The cooperative 
claims the statute of limitations for com- 
pensation expired over a decade ago, and 
therefore legal ownership 
should revert to them. 

The cooperative has only 
received about a third of 
the money CBC paid to 
the land trust. 

Since swamps are feder- 
ally-owned property in 
Mexico, a study of Punta 
Mita's impact was a pre- 
requisite to its approval. 

President Salinas and the 
Cousteau Society entered 
into a highly touted, in- 
ternationally publicized 
agreement with the local 
government to evaluate 
the ecosystem which 
dominates the CBC land 
purchase. Ironically, the 
man contracted as chief 
consultant for the study 
was at the time the prin- 
ciple shareholder in CBC, 

Mr. Jorge Gomez Vasquez 
Aldana. Mr. Aldana ada- 
mantly denies any sugges- 
tion that he had a conflict 
of interest, even though 
he was in a position to increase the value of 
CBC's land holdings by many fold. 

To make matters worse, the study completely 
ignored three wetland areas 
and a fifty-year-old fishing vil- 
lage, Corral del Risco. Soon 
after the study's recommen- 
dations became legal man- 
date, CBC wieldedits political 
power and that of 
its billionaire associate, 
Fernando Senderos, and 
forced the relocation of the 
Corral del Risco villagers at 
gunpointwhilebulldozerslev- 
eled their homes. The population was relo- 
cated to the site of a newly land-filled swamp 
that the CBC study also failed to catalogue or 
evaluate. 

The action was not only ecocide but also 
theft of lands held in public trust. Seventy- 
five acres of oceanfront property was co- 
erced from the village in exchange for a five- 
acre, land-filled parcel without oceanfront. 
Several dozen men from the village were forc- 
ibly and violently imprisoned. The state gover- 


nor personally delivered an ultimatum that if 
thevillagersdidnotrecondlethemselvestothe 
forced relocation, the women and children 
would soon join them in prison. 

The Cousteau Society has been made 
aware of how the study they sponsored has 
been misused, but they have done nothing 
to rectify the situation. They simply fired 
their Latin American representative, and 
washed their hands of the situation. 

CBC's master plan for their self-labeled 
"ecological development" includes a pri- 
vate airstrip, three J ack Niklaus golf courses, 
and a Four Seasons resort hotel to be built 
on a parcel of land that even the corrupt 
study calls fragile. Ironically, theonlynearby 
well capable of providing enough water for 
the project is owned by the cooperative 
that fear that CBC will attempt to seize 
control of the resources they require to 
subsist as an agricultural community. 

Legislation alone cannot protect Mexico's 
natural wildlife habitat, nor can capricious 
enforcement that favors the moneyed and 
politically powerful elite. Individuals and 
corporations guilty of engaging in criminal 
actions against the environment and its 


inhabitants cannot be tolerated. The inter- 
national press and concerned world citi- 
zens share a moral and civic responsibility 
to expose profiteers who exploit the third 
world poor and the environment in which 
they live. Grassroots activists must watch- 
dog mainstream environmental groups to 
ensure that they fulfill their promises. 

Please protest these ecology and hu- 
man rights violations by writing the 
following culprits: Sidek S. A. de C. V., 
Presidente, Lie Jorge Martinez Guitron, Ave. 
Qrcunvaladdon Agustin Yanez #2343, Col. 
Modema, Guadalajara JaliscoGP. 44100, Mexico; 
His Excellency, Mr. Jose Luis Cuevas Hilditch, 
Ambassador, Mexican Embassy, 1911 Pennsylva- 
nia Ave. N.W., Washington, D.C 20006; Ms. 
Kathleen Turner, Vice President, Four Seasons, 
1165 Leslie Street, Don Mills, Ontario M3C2K8, 
Canada; Jean Michel Cousteau, Cousteau Society, 
870 Greenbriar, Chesapeake; Virginia 23320; Sr. 
Fernando Senderos, Costa Banderas/Punta Mita, 
S A de C. V., Gondominios Marina Golf, Avenida 
Paseo de la Marina 9 local no. 1, Col Marina 
Vallarta, Jalisco, CP. 48359, Mexico. 


CBC wielded its political 
power and forced the reloca- 
tion of the Corral del Risco 
villagers at gunpoint while 
bulldozers leveled 
their homes. 


CBC's masterplan for their 
self-labeled " ecological develop- 
ment" includes a private air- 
strip, three Jack Niklaus golf 
courses and a Four Seasons 
resort hotel. 
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Brazilian Natives Block Dam 



TV TOSS 




Sick of TV violence and sex? Throw the rascals out! 

Hundreds of Bombay residents did just that, hurling 
their television sets out the window to protest violence 
and sex on TV. 

None of the 1,200 residents of two apartment build- 
ings in the fashionable neighborhood of Versova in 
Bombay now owns a television set, The Pioneer news- 
paper reported. 

It started a few months ago when Safira Ali 
Mohammad and her family disconnected the televi- 
sion set one night, carried it to the window of their 
highrise apartment and hurled it down. 

"There was a tremendous crash. Many neighbors 
rushed out," the newspaper quoted Mohammad as 
saying. Minutes later, their neighbors also pushed 
their television set out of the window. 

The idea caught the fancy of residents in a nearby 
apartment building. "We set the trend," Mohhamad 
said. Most of the 365 residents in her building are 
Muslims and were told at prayer meetings that televi- 
sion programs corrupt youngsters. 

Finnish Taiga 

by Matti Ikonen 

Outside the municipality of Kuusamo in northern 
Finland, there are 58,000 acres of taiga forest currently 
under threat of the saw. Clearcuts of 1,200 acres have 
been standard in the Kuusamo forest in the past two 
years. No ecological guidelines are followed. No snags 
or key biotopes are left on the clearcut, and logging is 
always followed by tree farm planting. Activists are 
currently fighting to protect the pristine forests . 

Both the Finnish Forest and Park Service(FPS) and 
the Forest Common (a land trust) are responsible for 
logging in the area. Large Finnish timber companies 
buy logs from the FPS, who deliver the logs directly to 
their mills. 

After much negotiation and pressure from interna- 
tional and national non-governmental organizations, 
several Finnish mills announced that they would not 
buy timber from old-growth forests. The Finnish For- 
est Industries Federation (FFIF) has endorsed this policy. 

Activists have tried to ensure this promise is kept by 
marking ancient trees in the Commons with red 
stamps saying " aamiometsaa" (pristine forest). So far, 
several big timber operations have avoided purchasing 
the stamped timber. However, local sawmills buy all 
big logs and have purchased stamped timber although 
activists turned one truckload away. Some locals 
bought two truckloads of marked timber, as well. 
Overall, though, the cooperation of the large milling 
companies indicates that the strategy is working. 

Another sign of the activist's effectiveness is that 
forest common officials have erected gates at all for- 
estry roads built since the protest ensued. Activists 
forced one gate open when the minister of environ- 
ment came to see the area and again when television 
crews came in to film old-growth logging. 

In spite of the mill-owners' compliance with the 
stamping campaign, Forest Common officials con- 
tinue to authorize logging aamiometsaa. Perhaps they 
are utilizing supply-side economics and expect to 
eventually find a buyer for all of the logs. Still, the 
stamping campaign is fairly new and may prove to be 
a successful long-term strategy. 


On Saturday, January 7th, fifty officers of the Roraima 
Military Police and seven soldiers of the Br azili an 
Army invaded the Macuxi (Ma-cu-shi) Indian commu- 
nity Caraparu II, and destroyed three houses, a corral, 
and a livestock pen. Four hundred indians, including 
women, children, and elders were driven out of their 
village, two Macuxi were seriously injured, and seven 
others beaten. 

The reason for the invasion was to remove the 
Macuxi, who have challenged the state government's 
plans for construction of the Cotingo River Hydroelec- 
tric Dam within the Raposa/Serra do Sol Indigenous 
Area, as delineated by Brazil's Federal Government in 
1993. Under the Brazilian constitution, hydroelectric 
dams may not be constructed within Indigenous lands 
without authorization of the National Congress and 
the consent of the Indigenous community to be 
affected. 

The Macuxi occupied the work site of the dam in an 
effort to halt construction. They fear that the dam will 
flood their fields, kill the fish in the river, and facilitate 
the take-over of their lands by companies planting soy 
monocultures. 

The government of Roraima, through its state elec- 
tric company, CER, requested permission in 1992 
from the National Department of Waters and Electri- 
cal Energy (DNAEE) to move forward with plans for 
the dam. That authorization has not been granted. 
Nevertheless, the CER obtained a license from the 
State Environmental Secretariat of Roraima to build 
the dam. The environmental impact assessment pre- 
pared by the state Secretariat has been criticized by the 
Amazon Research Institute, the Pro-Indian Commis- 
sion of Sao Paulo and the Indigenous Council of 
Romaina (CIR) as being superficial, imprecise, incom- 
plete, and misleading. Authorities in Roraima also 
ignored testimony from the Environmental Depart- 
ment of the Brazilian electric company, Eletrobras, 
which advised against approving the study. 

It should be noted that the ex-Governor of Roraima, 

Under Attack 



Taiga wilderness in the Kuusamo common, Finland. 


The activists are relieved to have found a strategy 
that works. There are no laws in Finland to prevent this 
kind of terrorism to taiga. The minister of the environ- 
ment can give guidance but it is not legally binding. 

Provincial authority has been unable to stop logging 
and roadbuilding . The governor of Oulu province has 
arranged negotiations with the Forest Common offi- 
cials since they have not heeded the guidelines set by 
the ministry of environment. The governor's negotia- 
tions continue, but the Forest Common authorities 
have already logged 1 25 acres from an area that was to 
remain untouched pending an environmental study. 

The minister of forestry, Mikko Pesala, announced 
recently that the government will authorize intensive 
cutting of old growth on the lands before summer. The 
committee on old-growth protection must decide 
soon which valuable areas to sacrifice to logging. 

International pressure is now needed. Readers should 
write to Finnpap, the major paper distributor in 
Finnland, and ask them to buy no pulp from ancient 
forests; Teppo Koski, Finnpap, box 380, Helsinki, FIN- 
00100, Finland. For more information, contact Matti 
Ikonen, The Nature League, Ahjolan koulu, FIN-89730 
Ahjola, Finland, e-mail: matti.ikonen@hut.fi. 


Ottomar de Souza Pinto, who chose his successor, 
plans to head a consortium of private companies 
(Andrade Gutierrez and Paranapanema) and one state 
company to construct the hydroelectric dam, which 
makes the participation of the military in this episode 
even more troubling. 

Military police and members of the Army continue 
to occupy the area. CIR has asked government officials 
to remove the police from the area, to request clarifi- 
cation from the Army about its participation in this 
illegal operation and for the Federal Public Ministry to 
take all measures necessary to protect the Macuxi. 

Military violence against Macuxi Indians in Raposa/ 
Serra do Sol has become commonplace. This disgrace- 
ful event is even more ironic in light of the statement 
by the President of Eletrobras that "the way in which 
CER carries out its relationship with other segments of 
society is of crucial importance for the Electric Sector. 
Obtaining environmental licenses and future social 
approval in the Amazon will be strongly influenced by 
these actions. The radicalization of positions and the 
crystallization of a false dichotomy between "environ- 
ment versus development" could have serious impacts 
on future initiatives of the Sector." 

Please write protesting the Brazilian police and 
military's assault on the Macuxi and requesting and 
immediate investigation of the facts regarding the 
invasion of the indian area and the punishment of 
those responsible for this illegal attack. 

Exc. Sr. Presidente Fernando Henrique Cardoso, 
Presidente da Republica Federativa do Brasil, Palacio 
do Planalto, 3 andar, 70150 Brasilia, DF - Brasil, Fax 
(01 1-55-61) 226-7566; Exc. Sr. Ministro Nelson Jobim, 
Ministro da Justica, Esplanada dos Ministerios, Bloco 
T, Setor Civico Administrative , 70055-900 Brasilia, DF 
- Brasil, Fax: (011-55-61) 321-1565 

For more information, contact Glenn Switkes, Inter- 
national Rivers Network, phone (510) 848-1155, fax: 
(510) 848-1008, e-mail: glenirn@igc.apc.org. 


THAI SINGER SUBVERTS DOMINANT PAR.WIGM 


Popular rock star Add Carabao has made the 
entire Electricity Generating Authority of Thai- 
land (EGAT) fume with rage and that might cost 
him hundreds of thousands of baht. 

EGAT unionists declared yesterday all employ- 
ees of the state agencies and their family mem- 
bers will boycott Add's latest album, "No Prob- 
lem," which contains a song lambasting dams. 

"His thinking is rude," sniffed EGAT union 
leader Sucha Chullapetch, who sent a statement 
to news offices to protest the song "Dam." 

"No Problem" focuses on environmental is- 
sues. One songis dedicated to Seub Nakhasathien, 
a well-known forester who committed suicide 
after failing to protect animals from poachers. 

During a New Year's concert, several singers 
gave blessings to the audience, but Add ignored 
the tradition: "I'm not worried about humans," 
he shouted. "I wish all wild animals were safe." 

Sacha said Add might just be pretending to 
love forests and animals to promote his songs. 

"He uses bad language and exciting music to 
arouse listeners," the unionist said. 

Sacha's statement said Egat workers and their 
families, "which means hundreds of thousands 
of people," will join to boycott "No Problem." 

"We will neither buy nor listen to this tape and 
we won't buy the products of manufacturers who 
sponsor it," the statement said. 

Following is a translation of the song "Dam": 
Dams. Where do they come firm? Why do we need them? 
Why are they using rocks, steel, cement and dynamite to 
desboythejungle? Cool streams will turn black. No fish can 
be seen. Animals will have no place to live. Here come Ore 
dams, elephants shout Here come the dams, monkeys 
chorus. What are they for? Just imagine who has interests in 
jungles? Animals love their lives. But they can't beg for 
mercy. .forests and mountains will be ruined. Dams go 
tumbling down. No more! elephants shout Dams tumble 
down. TherearenomonkeysleftDamsgo tumbling down. 
No people left to shout 
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MAXXAM to Sell Pacific Lumber? 


EF!-Targeted Timber Corporations Among Potential Buyers 


by Randy Ghent 

Corporate takeover artist and MAXXAM Inc. chief executive Charles Hurwitz 
hopes to sell the Pacific Lumber Company for at least $ 1 billion, according to a 
recent Wall Street Journal report. 

MAXXAM concedes it hired Salomon Bros. (Inc.) to develop various manage- 
ment options for its subsidiary, Pacific Lumber — among them a sale of over 98% 
of the company. Only the 3, 000-acre Headwaters Grove — the largest unpro- 
tected ancient redwood grove in the world— and a surrounding 1,500 
acre buffer zone would remain in Hurwitz's hands. Hurwitz hopes to 
sell the grove and buffer to the government for $600 million, but 
environmentalists see this price tag as corporate posturing. The 
figure is based on the grove's lumber potential if existing regula- 
tions were stripped. 

Pacific Lumber's remaining holdings — 193,000 acres of 
largely degraded forestland and clearcuts, as well as the 
company's three mills — would be sold under the plan. This 
includes roughly 2,000 acres of untouched ancient redwood 
groves, small untouched stands of old-growth Douglas fir and 
several thousand acres of partially cut ancient forest. 

Hurwitz is asking $1 billion for Pacific Lumber — over 
three times more than MAXXAM paid in its 1985 junk 
bond takeover — even though much of Pacific Lumber's 
assets have been liquidated since 1985. Unidentified Wall 
Street Journal (the Journal) sources said Hurwitz wants to cash 
out on profits made largely by cutting ancient redwoods 
since the takeover using the Pacific Lumber sale proceeds to 
bolster other MAXXAM investments. 

Rebuffing the Journal, MAXXAM management denied any 
intention to sell Pacific Lumber, stating that "contrary to a 
published report, [we are] not pursuing the various alterna- 
tives that were developed” for Pacific Lumber by Salomon 
Bros. 

But the Journal reported that Hurwitz has already 
approached several possible Pacific Lumber buyers, 


including Weyerhaeuser Corp. (which is trying to clearcut Siberia), Louisiana 
"We-Log-to-Infinity" Pacific, Plum Creek Timber Co. (notorious for square-mile 
Northern Rockies clearcuts), Sierra Pacific Industries (California's largest private 
landowner), and Simpson Investment Co. (of Olympic Peninsula and redwood 
coast clearcut fame). The Journal also reported: 

"Prospective buyers say Mr. Hurwitz is weary of the pressure on the 
company's logging plans from environmental lawsuits, wildlife regulations and 
even Congress.. .Moreover, they say Pacific Lumber has generated so much ill 

will among environmentalists that any buyer is likely to face the same 
kind of constant opposition that Mr. Hurwitz has encountered." 

The most recent opposition to Hurwitz was the campaign to pass 
the Headwaters Forest Act, a bill which passed the House of Repre- 
sentatives this year but did not receive a vote before the full Senate. 
The Headwaters bill could have designated the 3,000-acre Headwa- 
ters Grove as wilderness and ceded up to 44,000 acres of Pacific 
Lumber land to the Six Rivers National Forest — including all six 
major ancient redwood groves. The bill's author and champion, 
California freshman Rep. Dan Hamburg (D-Ukiah), was unseated 
by Republican Frank Riggs in the recent election. 

However, plans are in the works for a summer '95 Earth First! 
direct action campaign after the EF! Round River Rendezvous 
focused on saving Headwaters. Since MAXXAM took over Pacific 
Lumber, Earth First! has unceasingly fought to save the Headwa- 
ters Grove and an additional 95,000 acres of Pacific Lumber 
land included in EF!'s proposed Headwaters Wilderness 
Complex. 

In a related development last year, MAXXAM settled 
lawsuits filed by ex-Pacific Lumber shareholders attempt- 
ing to take back the company. The plaintiffs claimed a 
total of $2 billion in fraud in Hurwitz's Pacific Lumber 
takeover, but he settlement cost MAXXAM only $15 
million, not including the portion covered by insur- 
ance. Hurwitz's consistent ability to squeeze out of 
countless similar disputes has earned him the title, 
"the Houdini of High Finance." 



FOW Highway Blockade 


continued from frontpage 

the ground to protect himself and his gear from the 
ensuing punches and grabs, FOW's videographer ap- 
proached and the official backed off. 

For some strange reason the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police (RCMP) could not find any witnesses to the action 
set-up. Perhaps knowing that acts of mischief and assault 
were recorded on film and video, the station officials 
thought it best to remain silent. In an act of appreciation, 
FOW's media agent decided not to press charges. 

A few minutes after the initial excitement, the RCMP 
and media showed up. The fire truck arrived a bit later. 
Traffic was being rerouted through the weigh station 
while the cops tried to grasp the situation. A media 
circus was in full swing. After many stupid questions 
(you know the ones: "who's in charge?", "who's 
responsible?", "are you going away?" — Nobody, I don 't 
know, and NO!) a tow truck was called in to remove the 
car, and firefighters extinguished the fires. The Alaska 
Highway looked like a scene of destruction and was as 
slippery as an ice rink. 

While the RCMP decided whether to press charges, 
the entire FOW media crew escaped unnoticed, leav- 
ing the cops with no photos or videos to confiscate. 
Potentially incriminating footage was already safely 
stashed prior to the cops arrival. The RCMP then 
"arrested" two protesters in a pathetic attempt intimi- 
date them into giving their names. The police pressed 
no charges. 

In a effort to save face from FOW activists running 
circles around them, Canada's Finest stated to the 
press that the public should not worry about FOW 
because they have intelligence files, Oooh, scary! (Is 
that what that telephone-repair truck sitting across the 
street for the past eight days was all about?) In their 
statements, the RCMP made loose suggestions that 
locals should "take care" of FOW activists, the RCMP 
also compared masked activists to the KKK. A few days 
later, an activist's car was egged and had three of its 
tires slashed. A threatening note was left behind. 

FOW blockaded and occupied the Alaska Highway, 
the only throughway in this area, for over an hour. The 
story aired prominently in all the media, going na- 
tional on CBC. (The FOW campaign and the wolf kill 


issue is a daily story in the local press.) No one was 
arrested and the people of the Yukon, specifically the 
Yukon Territorial Government, have once again heard 
the message: Stop the wolf slaughter! 

To better your understanding of what FOW is deal- 
ing with, here are a few factoids: grizzly bears are still 
hunted legally both in spring and fall. In some areas, 
hunters have are no limit on the number of wolves they 
can kill. The government leader John Ostashek is a 
former guide outfitter who has been documented as 
hunting at unsustainable levels. He sold his outfitting 
operation to his son-in-law, and it happens to be located 
exactly where some of the wolf kill is taking place. To 
top it all off, hunters can turn in their moose antlers and 
lower jaw bones to the Dept, of Renewable Resources 
and receive a hat-badge or a spill-proof coffee mug! 
Welcome to the 7-11 of wildlife management! 

FOW arrived in the Yukon in early December to prepare 
for the third year of this campaign. To their surprise, it was 
unclear if the wolf slaughter would continue. Boldly 
making the first move, FOW offered a $5,000 reward for 
current inside information on the Department of Renew- 
able Resources' plans to eradicate the wolves of the 
AishihikThistacticforcedthegovemmenttotakeastand; 
within two days the Yukon government announced its 
plans to continue the slaughter. 

Friends of the Wolf has set up a base house in 
Whitehorse, population 18,000. The wolf-kill zone is 
approximately 4 hours away. FOW's field agents go on 
recon missions to area airports every morning that 
flying is likely, and the group is organizing back 
country forays on snowmobiles. The Cold Mountain, 
Cold Rivers video team is here to document the 
campaign, and Lighthawk may be here soon to lend 
their air support. An international tourism boycott is 
underway, with pressure coming from groups and 
individuals from the US and Europe. And, of course, 
direct intervention in the wolf kill will take place as the 
opportunities present themselves. 

The kill could go on until the end of February, and 
activists are encouraged to come up and help out. Most 
gear, all food and balaclavas provided. Interested folks 
can call and leave a message on our voice mail. Call 
(604) 290-9256 for more details on travel. 
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VHEMT logo rich 
in symbolism 



• V stands for Voluntary — a value to 
keep foremost among us as conditions 
change. 

The V shape also depicts the confluence 
of logic and love to make a receptive and 
balanced point. 

• Our world undergoes a revolution of 
180 degrees: the opposite view of what 
we're used to. Our direction must shift 
radically to preserve and expand ecosys- 
tems. 

Upside down emblems are symbols of 
distress. 

• The VHEMT concept goes over the 
whole world. Hanging banners is essen- 
tial to getting our message across. With- 
out a label, people won't know what to 
think. 


Inside this issue: 


Breeding alternatives 2 

Cartoons 2,3 

Dogma caveat 3 

Earth saver tips All 

Fine art 1,2,3 
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Human niche search 2 

Opinion poll 4 

Parenthood praise 2 

Philosophical chauvinism All 

Poetry 2,3 

Pop psych o' breeding 3 
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Replacement fertility fallacy 1 

Sexy statistics 4 

Snip, snip 2 

Subliminals 

Test of intelligence 3 


Printed on recyclable paper 

Of course it's recyclable. Everything's 
recyclable if you wanna spend enough 
money on it. That doesn't mean it's 
ever gonna happen. 

Rather than recycling this, please 
pass it along 


Voluntary human extinction: 
One brick shy of a full solution? 


Sounds like paradise, doesn't it? Gaia completely cured 
of pox humanus. Without us meddlesome humans, all other 
species would get their fair chance at survival. 

Naturally, it's not that simple, but just for fun, let's 
envision an impossible dream: all human sperm suddenly 
and permanently loses viability — no impregnated human 
egg begins meiosis to form a zygote — none transforms 
into the sacred fetus, is carried to term and sentenced to 
life. Zero conceptions, wanted nor un. 

A wonderful fantasy. Phones in crisis pregnancy cen- 
ters would fall mysteriously silent. Sperm banks would go 
bankrupt after fraudulently milking the infertile dry. 
Adoption agencies would fruitlessly increase baby boun- 
ties, and charge an arm and a leg for whoever's in stock, 
damaged or not. Needless panic would be hilarious. Like 
people frantically searching for their oars after the boat has 
beached. 

Benefits would begin immediately for both biosphere 
and humanity. Resources wasted on redundant breeding 
could be redirected to existing members of the human 
family in need. Loving care and nurturing now expended 
raising superfluous heirs could be given over to stopping 
the killing and beginning the healing. A sweet dream. 

However, an alternative birthless future is also possible. 
One where people see no need to preserve Earth's bio- 
sphere since none of our kind will be around to enjoy 
cartoons of it. Nature's destruction could just as easily 
continue unabated as we pass into extinction. It doesn't 

Stop at two? Stop at once! 

"Stop at two" may have been a radical proclamation 
when ZPG was founded in 1968, but it was barely adequate 
even then. Replacement level fertility of 2. 1 wouldn't bring 
about true zero population growth until well into the next 
century, due to momentum. 

Today the message is only slightly revised: "Consider 
having none or one, and be sure to stop after two." 

The notion that producing two descendants simply 
replaces a couple and creates no increased impact is spe- 
cious. We aren't salmon — we don't spawn and die. Most 
of us will be around to see our progeny beget, and those 
begotten beget to boot. 

When a couple of us "replaces" ourselves, our environ- 
mental impact doubles — assuming our off-springs' 
lifestyles are as environmentally friendly as ours, and that 
they won't reproduce themselves. 

The "stop at two" message actually encourages repro- 
duction by "qualified" couples. A wanted child is better 
than unwanted, intelligent (whatever that is) better than 
stupid, and well-cared-for better than neglected, but each 
of us in the over-industrialized world has a huge impact on 
Nature regardless of these factors. 

For example, in terms of energy consumption, when we 
stop at two it's about the same as an average East Indian 
couple stopping at 66, or an Ethiopian couple stopping at 
one thousand. 

Two is better than four, and one is twice as good as two, 
but to purposely set out to create even one more of us today 
is like selling berths on a sinking ship. 

Regardless of how many progeny we have or 
haven't produced, rather than stop at two, we must 
stop at once. 


take billions of humans to destroy massive ecosystems, as 
shown by the exploits of empires from ancient times through 
the present. 

No, human extinction alone won't save Earth's biosphere. 
Our collective consciousness must evolve from homocentric 
to ecocentric: to where Earth has first priority. Then, finally, 
our efforts will shift from desperate, often futile, "damage 
control" to a hopeful restoration of natural balance in 
Earth's ecosystems. 


We Win! 
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Positive approach a hopeful 
alternative to callous exploitation 

These EXIT Times doesn't carry on about how the human 
race has shown itself to be a greedy, amoral parasite on the 
once-healthy face of this planet. That type of negativity 
offers no solution to the inexorable horrors which human 
activity is causing. 

Rather, These EXIT Times presents the voluntary human 
extinction movement's encouraging alternative to the cal- 
lous exploitation and wholesale destruction of Earth's ecol- 
ogy- 

The hopeful alternative to the extinction of millions, 
probably billions, of species of plants and animals is the 
voluntary extinction of one species: Homo sapiens.... us. 

Each time another one of us decides to not add another 
one of us to the burgeoning billions already squatting on 
this ravaged planet, another ray of hope shines through the 
gloom. 

When every human makes the moral choice to live long 
and die out, Earth will be allowed to return to its former 
glory. Good health will be restored to Earth's biosphere — 
to the lifeform known to many as Gaia. 

It's going to take all of us going. 







In defense of parenthood 


"Motherhood is a proud profession" the wise old 
bumpersticker says. Hard to argue with that, except 
to include both genders. Parenthood is one of the 
most critical and yet under-valued endeavors 
we can undertake today. 

Earth Firstler parents have written to the Journal, 
complaining about an attitude expressed by others in 
the movement, especially by the bumpersticker "Love 
your mother, don't become one". Space is short on 
those stickers, so it's not possible to explain that it 
doesn't mean we should abandon our children nor 
that mothers can't love Mother Earth. 

Many VHEMT Volunteers and EFIers are parents, 
having achieved awareness after making their heirs. 
And many non-breeders are more lucky than right- 
eous. The past is history. What really matters is the 
number of off-spring we don't create in the future. 

Complaints of mothers and fathers getting dissed 
aren't entirely imaginary. A kick butt mentality domi- 


nates our society: identify the enemy and kick its butt. 
Because breeding is the heaviest impact we can have 
on Nature, some see parents as enemies of the planet. 
But, if we all hop around in circles trying to kick each 
other's butts, all we'll get is pratfalls. It's the causes of 
procreation we need to deal with. We don't have to be 
brain surgeons to figure out that kicking butts isn't the 
way to change minds. 

Plenty of young people could benefit from some 
responsible parenting. Those of us who are so inclined 
may rightly be proud of accepting the challenge and 
responsibility of parenting an existing child. 

The work of preserving and restoring what's left of 
Earth's biosphere won't be finished in our lifetimes, so 
it's critical that we include younger people, giving 
them the opportunity to carry on. However, creating 
more of us to carry on is unnecessary and counter 
productive. mn 



“May we live long and die out” 


Vasectomy prevents abortion 


The search for a human niche 


Ignorance and superstition continue to surround 
male surgical contraception, though it's the surest, 
safest, and most economical contraceptive avail- 
able. In the US, only 20% of men over 30 have tied 
the lover's knot. Even subtracting gay, infertile, and 
celibate cohorts from the computation, this tally is 
abysmal. Men can do better. Unwanted concep- 
tions strike millions of women — every one caused 
by a man. 

A lack of money may be an obstacle. Men whose 
Health Maintenance Organization is owned by the 
Catholic Church, or who have no health insurance 
at all, may be hard pressed to come up with $300. 
Some Planned Parenthood clinics have cut rate 


procedures for the indigent, or will refer needy men 
to a source. 

Respect for Life, a humanitarian group promot- 
ing reproductive freedom, is raising money to help 
men afford vasectomies. If you can help, or if you 
need help, contact them at 4326 Woodstock Blvd. 
No. 419 Portland OR 97206-6270. 
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Where on Earth do we fit? 

It has been said that our environmental woes stem 
from being out of touch with the natural world. 

Perhaps this check list will help to restore our 
sense of place in Nature. 

Check off as many niches as fit us: 

□ Evolution's crowning achievement 

□ Most advanced being on Earth 

□ Integral part of the web of life 

□ Exotic invader, parasitic pest 

□ Dominator, usurper of resources 

□ Fluke of evolution, apart from nature 

□ Spiritual unifier of heaven & earth — of 

divinity and Nature 

□ Worshipper of Nature as god/goddess 

□ Transcender of physical realm 

□ Steward, caretaker of lesser species 

□ Equal with all life forms 

□ Link on the food chain 

□ Restorer of balance, undoer of civilization 

□ Defender of Nature 

□ Soon-to-be-extinct altruist 

□ 

□ 

□ 


"Oh what a tangled field we seed when first we 
happen to conceive." Les U. Knight 


Les Talk 

“Am not!” 

I've had it with all these 
misanthropes dissin' the 
human race. Awright, 
sure, I can understand 
calling us "killer apes" and "greedy parasites". Af- 
ter all, we're only human. But, now it's gone too far. 
Some are saying our species is no better than a 
common cancer feeding off a host organism. 

True, empirical scientific evidence shows us be- 
having exactly like a cancerous growth on Earth's 
biosphere*. But humanity includes a couple of ma- 
jor attributes that all the scientific calibrations and 
computations ignore: we got logic and love. 

Cancer cells are both mindless and heartless. They 
can't figure out what's going on and wouldn't care 
if they did. We're different. We're smart enough to 
get a grip on the situation and nice enough to go the 
right way with it. We can choose to bring forth a 
better world into reality. You'll never see a cancer 
cell say that with a straight face. 

So, when some loud bragger tries to put us down, 
says we be tumorous and bad, just tell 'em right 
away, "Hey, what's the matter buddy, ain't you 
heard of our logic and love? They're number one in 
the cosmos." We're not malignant, we're benign. 

‘Hern, Warren M., 1 990, “Why Are There So Many of Us? 
Description and Diagnosis of a Planetary Ecopathological 
Process.” Population and Environment Vol 12 No 1. 

Eschewing Homo fecundity 

For many of us Homo sapiens, it isn't enough to 
say, "just don't do it". Most, who aren't already 
parents, need alternatives. 

Both men and women can feel a need to nurture 
and, rather than seeking satisfaction through procre- 
ation, nurturing Earth's "children" can be a viable 
alternative. Wildlife rehabilitation and protection, 
habitat preservation, reforestation. Adopt- A-Stream, 
and gardening are some possibilities. 

For those who can't substitute Nature for hu- 
mans, there is no shortage of children in need of 
parenting. Adoption, step and foster parenting, bor- 
rowing relatives' children, hosting exchange stu- 
dents, and big brother /sister programs might fill the 
need. Also, occupations in child care and education 
provide ample opportunity for sharing and caring. 

Young people aren't the only ones in need of care. 
Helping the elderly, handicapped, or other disad- 
vantaged folks could also satisfy altruistic needs. 

Pets have less of an impact on the environment 
than humans, and many childfree couples find a dog 
or cat from the Humane Society to be an emotionally 
rewarding surrogate child. 

The first step to finding an alternative to procre- 
ating is to rethink the pronatalist mindset of the past. 
From an early age, we are told we'll have children of 
our own some day. The questions are: when and 
how many? The day we answer: never again and 
enough already, alternatives begin to have 
meaning. fST? 



Balanced Love 

by Chuck Swift 

She is my love, she is my wife, 
she wants a child, another life. 
Another soul, to breathe the air, 
to eat the food, to need our care. 

I realize now, that I just can’t, 

I want to give our Earth a chance. 
Emotions now, are at their worst, 
but in the end, the Earth comes First! 






Red herrings raise stink in think tank 

How many times has this happened to you? Discussion is rolling along and everyone seems to be making 
progress in awareness, when all of a sudden someone drags out a red herring and you're off on some dead end 
trail. Maybe it's that new world odor. Here are a couple of typical stinkers you may have caught wind of: 


"Over-population is more a symptom than a cause 
of our fundamental problems." 

So, this means that Earth has too many people on 
it betciuse of our problems rather than Earth having 
problems because there are too many people on it. 

It's like: 

"Gee, Dear, there's sure a lot of noise and pollu- 
tion in the air." 

"Yeah, I wish we could breathe." 

"Huh? Oh, we can still breed. C'mon, coff, coff, 
let's make more of us." 

Or maybe you can imagine: 

"I'm outta work, homeless, and got a bad dis- 
ease... makes me feel like creating an heir to share all 
this with." 

Our biggest problem, destruction of Earth's bio- 
sphere, is undoubtedly a symptom rather than a 
cause of over-population. 

But to be fair, it's true that some of our problems 
promote higher birth rates — especially mental prob- 
lems like mindless conformity and massive denial. 

In addition, problems like high mortality rates, a 
lack of care for the elderly, low status for women and 
their subsequent loss of reproductive freedom, all 
significantly contribute to high birth rates. In return, 
an excess of humans makes each of those problems 
worse. In some ways, over-population is both a 
symptom and a cause: a self-perpetuating, malicious 
cycle. 

In contrast, voluntary human extinction is a posi- 
tively motivated, beneficial cycle of solutions and 
benefits for all. Besides being a "symptom" of a 
heightened awareness. The Movement is "causing" 
a higher awareness. (Do I hear an "Amen, Sibling"?) 

Whether our problems are symptoms or 
causes, they'll be more easily solved when there are 
fewer of us. 

Why people really breed 

People who decide to continue breeding can't give 
the true reasons they plan to repeat themselves. We 
have to interpret: 

• To carry on the family name. = Trying to please 
Dad. Cult of the bloodline dupe. 

• I want my kids (who don't exist yet) to have all the 
things I didn't have. = Unfulfilled childhood desires 
and fantasies. 

• We'd like to try for a boy/ girl this time. = Ego 
extension. Gender identity insecurity. Disappoint- 
ment with existing progeny. 

• Just love children. = Out of touch with inner child. 

• Want someone to visit me when I'm old. = Insecu- 


This distraction is a statistic: "Extinction is natural. 
99.9% of all species of plants and animals that have 
ever existed have gone extinct." 

Puts it into perspective, doesn't it? We shouldn't 
get peeved about a few million extinctions today. It's 
all part of the natural process of life on Earth. 

By the same reasoning, we shouldn't care about 
people dying young. Most people who have ever 
lived are already dead, and all of us will die eventu- 
ally. It follows that extinction of the human race 
shouldn't raise an eyebrow, either. 

However, if it's true that species alive today repre- 
sent only 0.1% of Earth's entire biological history, 
their extinctions are all the more tragic. After evolv- 
ing at the expense of kabillions of other species, and 
passing genetic coding on through hundreds of mil- 
lions of years, any species alive today deserves pro- 
found respect and reverence, including our own. 

In a sense, all living things are at the peak of 
evolution. Sacrificing the very existence of any 
lifeform for something as superfluous as money is an 
outrageous crime against Nature. 

The current extinction rate is nearly one thousand 
times the average for the eons, and virtually every 
species' demise stems from the activities of one spe- 
cies. Guess who. 

Our voluntary extinction for the eternal good of all 
other life on Earth will be the ultimate demonstration 
of the best qualities of humanity: compassion and 
reason. 


Vaso-Rap 

By Thom Metzgar 

My band Health and Beauty did a rap which 
included the following: 

Hey everybody now listen to me 
My name is Thommy M, I had a vasectomy 
They cut me open and they tied that thing 
and now I can’t have any offspring 
I give it to you straight, no if ands or buts 
If you want to be a man you got to get yourself cut 
Now you may say “Thommy that’s a big disgrace” 
Well I won’t be happy ‘till there ain’t no human race. 

Resource conservation tip 

Each new North American human we don't create 
is the equivalent of 72 years of 100% recycling. We 
save 56 years of car driving, avoid tons of pollution, 
and prevent the potential for additional procreation 
20 years later. 

When the impact our descendants' descendants 
would have had on Earth's biosphere is added to 
what we are saving, it becomes astronomical. And, if 
we decide to not make two more of us, it's astro- 
nomical doubled. 

Volunteers who are ready to make even more of a 
commitment might consider not producing 10 new 
people: 720 human-years of industrial consumption 
and pollution saved by just one pair of us. 
lations! 




rity. Fear of aging. Exploitative personality. 

• We want to give our parents grandchildren. = Still 
seeking pare ntal approval. j 


• I have superior rmman g e nes = oxymoron. 

Although most conceptions in the US are unin- 
tended, conformity is probably the number one cause 
of wanted pregnancies. There's a fear of being differ- 
ent, and a reluctance to question tradition. Surpris- 
ingly, many have never considered not continuing to 
breed. Pronatalist propaganda is as rampant as it is 
insidious. 

Presenting an antinatalist viewpoint often 
triggers inappropriately hostile reactions, indi- 
cating a repressed realization that continued 
breeding is morally unjustifiable. 

Being patient while helping people break 
through their denial minimizes anger. ftiKfV;: 

Basic programming for McLife: 

First comes love, 
then comes marriage, 
then comes (your name here) 
with a baby carriage. [REFRAI N] 


Official Movement Position 

Since the Voluntary Human Extinction Movement 
isn't alive with a brain or a mouth, it can't take 
positions, have opinions, or get punched for being a 
smart-alec. Like Earth First! there is no national 
organization to become self-serving over time. 

No committee of Movement shakers has to decide 
what position everyone else should take because the 
name is it. 

Most VHEMT Volunteers subscribe to the philoso- 
phy embodied in the motto: "May we live long and 1 
die out," but if someone doesn't want to live long , 
'that's their business. 

All may consider themselves VHEMT Volunteers 
simply by choosing to support voluntarily phasing 
out the human race. A couple could conceivably be 
expecting and decide to become Volunteers. That 
new human would be the last one they produced. 

VHEMT Volunteers are so diverse in their religious, 
political, and philosophical views that formulating official 
Movement positions could only be divisive. 

Beware of dogma. 

We speak with our own voices. CBfTi 


Should everyone be required to pass a 
minimal intelligence test before receiving a 

“License to Breed?” 

In light of the 40,000 children dying of malnu- 
trition each day, and considering the number of 
species going extinct as a result of our excessive 
reproduction, do you think it would be a good 
idea to create another of yourself? 

□ YES □ NO 

If you answered YES: Sorry, your intelli- 
gence is not high enough to perform basic 
logic. Thank you for trying. Please consider the 
many options to creating "one of your own". 

If you answered NO: Congratulations! 
You're smart enough to pass on your genes. 
Thanks for not doing so. 


Subscribe to the Earth First! Journal 
Only $25 for eight big issues packed with news 
of radical eco-actions from all over the planet: 
PO Box 1415 Eugene, Oregon 97440. 






Facing Cybernetic Reality 

by Frank Forencich 

It's just like a thermostat, you know, only bigger. 
When something gets too hot, too cold, too big, to 
acidic, too strong or too numerous, the power of self- 
regulation kicks in and gives it a dose of opposition. 
This is the way of all healthy eco-physiologies, from 
the micro to the macro. 

All animal bodies regulate the growth of their 
individual parts. Failure to control the proliferation 
of cells is what we call cancer. If a population of cells 
manages to overcome the chemical and genetic checks 
on its number, it spreads throughout the body, kill- 
ing it. 

The parallel is too obvious to be ignored. The scale 
is different, but the fundamentals are the same: an 
excess proliferation and a failure of control. We have 
met the neoplasm and it is us. 

In The Hot Zone, Richard Preston describes the 
discovery and near-apocalyptic spread of the super- 
lethal Ebola virus: 

"In a sense, the earth is mounting an immune 
response against the human species. Perhaps the 
biosphere does not 'like' the idea of five billion hu- 
mans. Nature has interesting ways of balancing it- 
self. The rain forest has its own defenses. The earth's 
immune system, so to speak, has recognized the 
presence of the human species and is starting to kick 
in." 

The traditional methods of cancer treatment — 
cut, burn, or poison — are obviously out of the 
question. But what if the cancer cells were sentient? 
What if they had enough intelligence to become 
aware of what they were doing? Surely they would 
change their ways. After all, even the cancerous cell 
depends on the host for its continued survival. If 
cancer cells could think, they would realize that the 
only rational solution would be to stop their prolif- 
eration. 

The choice is simple. Either we draw the line on 
our proliferation, or we suffer the effects of the nega- 
tive feedback which will surely come our way. Gaia 
is no mere billiard ball. Pump another million tons of 
carbon into the atmosphere and raising sea levels 
will do another kind of regulating act. Nothing per- 
sonal, you understand, just Gaia taking care of her 
own health. frS j: 



If you were ruler of the world, where would the contraceptive pressure gauge arrow point when you announced 
your global family planning policy? Each level has pros and cons to consider. Join the fun and add your own. 


PRO: 

Neutral pressure. Equalitarian. Birth rate re- 
duced to one half. Child mortality drops dra- 
matically. No enforcement required. 

1. 

FREEDOM 

CON: 

Deprives misogynists of enforcing manda- 
tory motherhood. Would not be enough pres- 
sure to lower birth rate to equal death rate. 

Positive. Optimistic. Minimal cost 

2. 

PRAISE 

Condescending. Judgmental 

Saves money in long run. Provides alternative 
to being paid to breed. 

3. 

BRIBE 

Males’ eligibility hard to determine, making it 
gender biased. 

Lets people know that what they’re doing is 
not good for Nature and humanity. 

4. 

BLAME 

Negative. Pessimistic. Fault-Finding. 

Costs of increasing population are more justly 
charged. 

5. 

FINE 

Collection problems, especially from single 
men. Rich have more freedom than poor. 

Deprivation of right to breed better than sen- 
tencing child to life of exploitation, suffering, 
and early death. Birth rate reduced to below 
death rate. 

6. 

FORCE 

Fascistic. Politically unworkable in most re- 
gions. Creates other problems, such as infanti- 
cide, black-market babies, and genocide. 


Today, tragically few areas in the world have reached level one. Regardless of how much pressure we 
think is needed to improve population density, can we all agree that justice demands freedom as a minimum? 


You may already be 

Although this may be the first you've heard of the 
voluntary human extinction movement, you may 
already be a VHEMT Volunteer. With an Earth First! 
perspective, the decision to make no more of us 
comes naturally. 

In fact, anyone who accepts the facts, and applies an 
ecocentric morality to their thinking, will eventually 
reach the conclusion that humans are incompatible 
with Earth's biosphere and should be phased out. 

When Ice Age humans hunted animals to extinc- 
tion, at least one of the Neanderdunces among them 
must have grunted in bewildered disapproval. 

As the Fertile Crescent became a barren desert, 
and the Cedars of Lebanon were sacrificed for ships, 
someone must have thought, "this bodes ill," or 
words to that effect. 

When the Romans created the ever-expanding 


a VHEMT Volunteer 

Sahara by clearcutting forests to fuel their empire, 
someone musthave remarked, "Humanus non gratis." 
Someone had to get the idea that the planet would be 
better off without this busy horde. 

Today the situation is critical on a global scale. As 
a result, there must be thousands, if not millions, of 
people around the world whose inate sense of justice 
has guided them to make the moral choice. 

A large portion of today's VHEMT Volunteers 
were vehement extinctionists before they read These 
EXIT Times. Some are Volunteers for humanitarian 
reasons, some out of ecological considerations, and 
most are motivated, to some degree, by a combination 
of concern for both planet and people. 

Subscribing to These EXIT Times isn't necessary, 
but if you'd like to keep abreast of human extinction 
issues, simply fill out and mail in the form below. You 
need not agree to subscribe. r-gVi 


Handy Volunteer, Supporter, or Subscriber form 

□ VHEMT Volunteer: “All of us should voluntarily refrain from reproducing, bringing about the eventual 

extinction of Homo sapiens.” Volunteers receive all mailings. 

□ VHEMT Supporter: “Intentional creation of one more of us by any of us is unjustifiable at this time, but 

extinction of our species goes too far.” Supporters receive most mailings. 

□ These EXIT Times Subscriber: “Just send the newsletter and stop trying to put words in my mouth.” 

Send me T.E.T. □ No. 1: SASE aNo.2: $1 □ No. 4: $1 □ 8 copies of this edition: $1 □ Booth kit: $20 


Name 


e-mail 


Address 


City State/Prov. Code j 

Please mail to: These EXIT Times PO Box 86646 Portland OR 97286-0646 NA I 

I 1 


Sex • Sex • Sex 

Sex is the way most babies are started, but is 
sexual intercourse really the primary cause of human 
reproduction? Let's consider the statistics: 

The World Health Organization estimates that 
100 million couples engage in sexual intercourse on 
an average day, which is only 3.6% of the world's 5.6 
billion humans. This pitifully low figure results in 
around 910,000 pregnancies. For a variety of rea- 
sons, 55% of these zygotes don't make it through 
fetushood to live birth. According to a current Popu- 
lation Reference Bureau estimate, 385,679 do make 
it daily. 

So, less than 0.4% of each day's heterosexual 
trysts result in the creation of new humans — a 
statistically insignificant correlation for proving cau- 
sation. 

Try it for yourself. Estimate how many times 
you've engaged in sexual activity in your lifetime. 
Now estimate how many times you were trying to 
make a baby. Divide the little number by the big 
number to give you the percent of times sex and 
procreation have simultaneously motivated you. 

Perhaps if there were more opportunities for 
sexual gratification, so many people wouldn't feel 
the need to fill a nagging emptiness with a needy 
dependent. ; r. 


Earn Big Fun in Your Spare Time 

These EXIT Times provides technical support for 
those who wish to share the VHEMT concept at 
environmental events such as Earth Day. A basic 
Volunteers’ Booth Kit includes an inventory and 
helpful hints for a good time. See form at left to order. 















fl2n>ICE JORSBtE ‘EcowgicMisy COX&WED 


Dear Miss Demeanor: 

What the hell do I do about this? My dentist 
yanked out my wisdom teeth and gave me some 
antibiotics for the resulting infection. And so my 
quandary — do I take the antibiotics and selectively 
kill the weaker microorganisms, thereby helping 
create a race of superbugs that will ultimately 
destroy a huge percentage of the human popula- 
tion? Or do I suffer through the infection and avoid 
the selective strengthening of the micros, thus 
allowing the human population to ultimately grow 
even further? 

— Anonymous 

P.S. Garlic doe >n't work. 

Dear Infected One: 

Well, dearie, 1 don't mean to belabor details, but I 
doubt that gum disease will lead to the extinction of 
much of the human population. Moreover, you are 
already guilty of decimating these microscopic life 
forms, since youlkill a multitude of bacteria every 
time you wash yipur hands (assuming you have 
good hygiene). 

My specialty is <|dvice for the ecologically con- 
fused, not the medically confused, so I dare not 
advise you about your medical condition. However, 

I do strongly encourage you to pursue your avid 
interest in population reduction, as enthusiastically 
and creatively as possible. 

I highly recommend my personal favorite activities 
to undermine the distasteful growth of the popula- 
tion — engaging in sex with oneself, someone of one's 
own gender, or someone of the opposite gender 
while diligently using birth control. These are truly 
delightful ways to subvert the dominant paradigm. 


EcoTerrorists Out 

to Save Earth 

At Any Cost 



Miss Demeanor responds to actual 
letters from readers. Write to: Dear 
Miss Demeanor, Earth First! Journal, 
PO Box 1415, Eugene, OR 97440. 


Announcing: 


by Russ T. McCullough 

A recent study by a completely impartial forest 
products industry research group blames environ- 
mental extremism, such as the malicious campaign to 
save the northern spotted owl, for the loss of thou- 
sands of northwest timber jobs over the last fifteen 
years. \ 

In what can only be described as a cynical abuse of 
the Endangered Species Act, environmentalists have 
used it to save thd threatened owl from extinction 
(thus far, anyway!).) 

This blatant disregard for business priorities has 
resulted in the almost total destruction of the Pacific 
Northwest economy! 

Axel Hackett, chairman of the Committee For the 
Protection Of An Abundant Environment, a worth- 
while environmental organization, in a prepared state- 
ment to a completely spontaneous rally at the Boise- 
Pacific plywood mill in Stumpdale said, "Who do 
these bleeding-heart do-gooders think they are, get- 
ting involved in these critical issues? There ought to be 
a law against that kind of irresponsible extremist 
activism!" 

Speaking in front of a huge banner proclaiming Boise- 
Pacific planted over a million trees last year, Mr. Hackett 
went on to blast environmentalists for "unfair" state- 
ments that the timber industry uses environmentalism 
as a scapegoat for its own disastrous management 
practices, including wasteful overcutting at non-sus- 
tainable rates, failure to replant many public lands, 
wage and benefit rollbacks, massive air and water 
pollution, devastation of northwest fisheries and give- 
away raw log exports for as little as one dollar a log. 

\ 

\ 


POST-. 


APOCALYPTIC NEO 



CENOZOIC ROUND RIVER RENDEZVOUS 

FROM H€LL 


No fucking compromise, even following' (he 
extinction of Homo shiticus, the only mammalian 
species of truly non-essential, experimental status. 
Plan for this celestial campaign and victory party 
now, before you're too scattered about to 
your thoughts. 

When: Next era, one million and 
one years hence, 26 June-5 July. 

Where: 925 feet under the 
most biodiverse region of the 
time, where Moscow, 

Idaho, now stands. 

Traditional Events: 

‘Daily mourning 
circles. 

*Geo-regional roundup 
(news from the layers); 
igneous issues, sedimen- 
tary strategies, metamor- 
phic reports. 

‘Journal meeting: hours 
wailing over content policy, 
responsible journalism and 
transparent editors, ghost- 
writing, and "do we hafta print 
everything submitted?" 

‘Council of Dead Beings. 

*Tribal Seance, including revelry 
around cremation fires, corpse shots, moon 
moaning, and dancing on the ruins of multina- 
tional corp(se)erations. 

‘Weekend rot Rally (featuring the Grateful Dead 
and the Velcro Dead Sheep)!, followed by an 
inAction (to be planned). 


Workshops: / 

‘Forest Service Funeral Service — how we pullepf 
the plug on a vegetable agency. / 

‘Preserving genetic diversity of populations not 
yet evolved. 

‘Lesbian Mt. Graham Rqcf Squirrels' 
Better Sex Workshop, (to be 
held on the Pope's bosom) 
with a pre-seminar on 
capturing and subdu- 
ing his ghost with 
extraterrestrial 
dental dams. 

‘Reincarnation 
travel tips: Who 
to be or not to 
be. 

‘Haunt a 
graveyard for 
Jesus and make a 
general nuisance of 
yourself when 
canvassing in 
heaven. 

‘Women's Corpse 
Caucus: Equal pay for 
'equal decay. 

‘Exhuming landrapers for 
phantom' phamily phun. 

‘How to stay, buried: stumping 
future archaeologists. \ 

‘How to haunt dead politicos, corpse exec's, etc. 
‘How to participate in every campaign simulta- 
neously without spreading yourself too thin. 
‘Out-of-work: Group therapy for activists. 



//v 


‘Reduce, re-use, recycle: Whole body composting. 
‘What do we do with all the dead Freddies in the 
middle of the clearcuts? 

*Eco-poltergeist chain-rattling workshop. 

‘Safe sex six feet under, featuring: 1) diseases? fuck 
you ha ha ha; 2) men with vasectomies are still our 
favorites; 3) sex without genitalia and the non- 
monogamous relationship. 

‘Coffin-busting campaign organized by Formalde- 
hyde Detox Anonymous. 

*Lo-bagging yer way to heaven. 

‘How to ditch those pesky New Age twinkly 
spirits. 

‘How to come back as a dead vivisector's worst 
nightmare (rated R). 

‘Infiltration of FBI agent carcasses, molecule by 
molecule. 

‘Do-it-yourself topsoil replacement and soil 
nutrient fortification. 

‘Maintaining a positive self image without one. 
‘Cockroach caucus: meeting their demands. 

‘How to stop developers from building in hell. 

Victories: 

‘Zero Population Growth: It worked! 

‘Industrial collapse: Actualized! 

‘Carmaggedon: It worked! 

‘Cattle-free for the rest of history! 

‘No more clearcuts! 

‘Glen Canyon Damn blah blah blah, etc. 

Pets: all dead pets welcome. 

Fee: None!, for the first time in RRR history. But please 
do buy a "Hayduke is Dead" t-shirt in advance. 
Contacts: (via telepathy) Wraithwalker and S. R. 
Doppelganger. 
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Celebrate Earth Day, Corporate Style 


On the DC Mall with Dow, DuPont 


by Rob Inerfeld and John Bowling 

Break out those noise makers, dust off them grim reaper costumes, and slap 
together some big ol' banners, we're gonna have a party! 

This year it will be our great pleasure to celebrate the 25th anniversary of Earth 
Day 1970. Joining us will be some of our nicest, most environmentally conscious 
friends at DuPont, Dow Chemical, Texaco, and the American Forestry Association. 
In fact, as part of the EarthCare '95 Exposition, April 20-23, 
on the Mall (Our Mall!) in Washington DC, America's biggest 
polluters will be claiming that they are protecting the enyi- 
ronment! 

What began in 1970 as a national day of political action 
and celebration for nature has been perverted. Earth Day has 
become nothing more than a slick public relations event for 
the world's greediest and most destructive corporations. 

What has enabled corporations to greenwash Earth Day is 
perhaps more arresting: so called environmentalists that 
invite industrial polluters to sponsor and attend their Earth 
Day events. 

The 1990 twentieth anniversary event in DC included 
exhibitors such as Dow Chemical, DuPont, the Chemical 
Manufacturers Association, the American Mining Congress, 

Waste Management Inc., the American Forestry Association, 
the American Petroleum Institute, McDonald's, Ford Motor 
Co., Shell Oil, and numerous other corporate and wise-use 
front groups. This year's event promises to be just as troubling. 

The marketing materials published by National Trade 
Productions, Inc. (NTP), the DC event organizer, claim that 
"it's a public relations and marketing bonanza." And that, 

"by participating in EarthCare '95 Exposition, you will be 
intrinsically involved with one of the industry's largest environmental events — on 
the Mall in Washington — spotlighting your technology among the industry's most 
powerful earth-movers and earth-shakers." NTP calls the Exposition "a marketing 
event that is truly made to order... expected to be the largest, most exciting 
environmental celebration ever... projected to draw over 150,000 people, including 
industry leaders, top government officials, the national and international media. 


and thousands of consumers." The materials contain endorsements from former 
US Senator Gaylord Nelson, Vice President A1 Gore, Undersecretary for Global 
Affairs Timothy Wirth, and Glynn Young, the public affairs director for the 
Monsanto Chemical Company, who says "the fact of the matter is that Earth Day 
is the best way to get news coverage." 

The National Park Service has rented out a large swath of the Mall to NTP to host 
this extravaganza, yet they are unable to answer questions about how citizens 
groups can participate in Earth Day events there. Besides, what grassroots organi- 
zations can afford the $25-per-square-foot fee to have a booth at EarthCare '95? 

The corporate take-over of Earth Day is just another tool that corporations are 
using to subvert our democracy and mislead the public into thinking that the multi- 
national beasts are leading the way to sustainability. These 
corporations greenwash 365 days a year with well-financed 
media campaigns in which we have no control over what 
they say and little opportunity to respond. Earth Day events 
will be unfolding in public spaces across the United States 
this April. Activists need to organize demonstrations, "truth 
brigades," or other creative actions at these events to reveal 
to the public what these corporations really stand for: profits 
at any expense. This Earth Day we must challenge these 
corporations' claims of sustainability and show how they are 
destroying the environment — educating people about what 
actions they can take to reassert the rights of citizens over 
corporations. 

The Emergency Campus E n vi r onmental Conference, Feb- 
ruary 24-26 at the Univ ersity of Pennsylvania^ has been 
called so that hundreds of students and comm unity activists, 
can join forces in faking back Earth Day. The conference's 
speakers, seminars and workshops also will work to develop 
strategies to stop Newt Gingrich's congressional attacks on 
the environment. 

The EarthCare '95 Exposition will take place on the DC 
Mall from April 20-23. The American Chemical Society will 
be there. Will you? 

Random thoughts, action ideas, and questions about the Emergency Campus 
Environmental Conference or Earth Day should be directed to the Free the Planet 
Campaign, 116 New Montgomery St., #530, San Francisco, CA 94105, phone (415) 
495-5987. For information on corporate accountability strategies, call the Legal 
Analysis and Action Project on Corporations, P.0. 80x^806, Cambridge, MA 02140, 
(617) 628-6938. 



ESA Takes a Licking. 


& 


continued from the front page 

NCCP can be loosely compared to the HCP model, 
the major distinction being that NCCP deals with 
entire ecosystems, rather than individual species. The 
theory is that by protecting the entire ecosystem, ESA 
listings can be avoided, thus avoiding the "economic 
train wrecks" that listings supposedly represent. Fur- 
ther, the NCCP process relies on what is euphemisti- 
cally termed a "cooperative" approach, meaning that 
it is completely voluntary, with no agreements bind- 
ing participating developers. 

While certainly a quaint idea, the reality of NCCP is 
grim indeed. The most advanced plan so far, which 
deals with central Orange County, shows a reserve that 
incorporates only 46 percent of the area's existing sage 
scrub. A six-lane tollroad and numerous development 
blocks (of the 10,000+ unit variety) futher destroy any 
semblance of a coherent, scientifically based reserve 
design. But it gets worse — as outlined in Babbitt's no 
surprises policy, no further conservationmeasures will 
be asked of participating landownersr The reserve 
design, although supposedly based on the needs of the 
ecosystem, instead preserves habitat only around the 
California gnatcatcher, the federally listed species that 
is the regulatory nexus of the program. The rest of the 
hundred-plus endangered species found in the sage 
scrub are left with no recourse for protection — and a 
shoddy reserve design to depend on for survival. 

The most pernicious aspect of the NCCP prog ram 
however, is the dangero us pre cedent it sets . The NCCP 


f governments , with FWS relegated to an advisory role. 


This probabl y goes wit hout saying, but trusting de 


Word from those intimately involved with the NCCP 
program is that the Clinton Administration is rushing 
to complete the NCCP program in southern Califor- 
nia, in order to hold it up as a success story. The 
developer-inspired NCCP, while vociferously opposed 
by many local enviros as unworkable, is being hailed 


by the national environmental groups as visionary. In 
the words of one local biologist, praising the NCCP is 
like "eviscerating a body and holding up its heart as 
healthy for transplant." 

Of course, when faced with Gingrich and Co., it's 
easy to see why the administration's plans are palat- 
able to the national groups. On the one hand, the 
Contract on America would undermine environmen- 
tal legislation through unfunded mandates, regula- 
tory takings, etc. 

On the other hand are the extremist extractionists, 
who seek a radical reworking if not a total overthrow 
of the ESA and other environmental regulations. Take 
Rep. Don Young (R-Alaska), the new chairman of the 
Natural Resources Committee, which will oversee the 
reauthorization of the ESA. Don wants to return the 
ESA to its original intent, which, in his words was "[to 
try] to protect, you know, pigeons and things like that. 
We never thought about mussels and ferns and flowers 
and all these... subspecies of squirrels and birds." Part 
of his proposal calls for increased scientific review, 
which sounds fine until he reveals that this review 
would be from the private sector (i.e. industrial fiat). 

So what has been the nati onals' response to the 
Republicrat threat? A massive media campaign to ex- 


places decision-making authority in the hands of loca l 


ole. 


oper-controlled governments to make wise decisions 
seems a little foolish. 


beltway bureaucrat. "HCPs are the best we ca n hope 
Tor given tHepfesenEpo litical clima te," 
TfieEndangered Species Act Coalition, which claims 
grassroots representation hut/ whose steering commit- 


pose the threats? A passionate defense of the natural, 
world? No. After all this time, aft er Option 9, aft er 
grazing reform collapseTafter no mining reform, tire 
nationals are still playing the defensive gam The 
National Wildlife Federation is openly endorsing a 
regional HCP approach (a la NCCP). When asked about 
its support o f a m ethod that has never result ed in the 
recovery of a s peci es ( a model that has brought many 
of the species it was Intended to protect to the brink of 
oblivion) a NWF staff er repli ed "we know the HCP 
model has its pr oblems, but w ere going wit h iC,. 

—"It is a matter of~ political reality," continued the 


f 


tee is composed entirely of corporate environmental-/ 
lists J r as stated similarly that it will not even introduce 
ESA legislation. Instead, it will focus on defending the y 

« failed statu s quo. 

■"" The present scene has some strange parallels to 
previous reauthorization battle s. In 1982, when the 
ESA was last up for reauthorization, the buildi ng 
industry— w ith the b rilliant legal representation of 
Robert Th or nt on an dTiririe ll Marsh— forced passage 
.oLthg Section 10(a ) amend ment s which legislated file 
HCP process . The legislation was based on the proto- 
typical San Bruno Mountain HCP. (This HCP, de- 
signed to protect the mission blue and San Bruno elfin 
butterflies, is leading the ill-fated lepidoptera toward 
oblivion because promised mitigation has never mate- 
rialized, and the plan itself was based on unsound 
science.) The nationals' excuse for capitulation at the 
time: the hostile political climate of the Reagan revo- 
lution. 

The present year sees Newt and company providing 
the nationals' view of political reality. The prototype 
is now the NCCP, and the cast of players is amazingly 
consistent with those of 1982. Thornton and Marsh 
are, once again, the prime architects, both having been 
instrumental in securing the language used in the 
plan. (Thornton is also lead attorney for the Transpor- 
tation Corridor Agencies, in charge of building Orange 
county's nefarious tollroads, and the Irvine Co. Both 
would be adversely affected by viable habitat protec- 
tion measures.) The above-mentioned proposed HCP 
guidelines are taken almost verbat im from testimony 
Marsh provided at a Senate Committee hearing on the 
ESA in July 1994. 

It looks like the best we can hope for is that reautho-' 
l ization will be postponecflor a third straighfyea r. 
Once again self-imposed Timitations have replaced 
any sense of moral obligation, aqd we spiral toward!, 
the ecoholocaust. 

So things really haven't changed. The ravaged land 
is in a more desperate condition, having seen twelve 
more years under the industrial boat! Ironically, de- 
spite the proclamations of the nationals, polling data 
shows a strong consensus in favor of wildlife protec- 
tion; in fact, public opinion is far more progressive 
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After the Fall 


by Phil Nanas 

We lost! Some would claim victory, while others remain silent, but the fact is that 
we lost. On December 21, 1994, Judge Dwyer upheld "Option 9," although he 
indicated that it barely complied witty federal environmental laws. 

s is three-fold. There's the regular timber 
the old owl injunction and continues today, 
insidered by scientific definition spotted owl 
timber sales in owl habitat that include those 
e majority of "environmental" plaintiffs in 
eal of Shame." And then there are the dreaded 


The problem in the ancient fore: 
program that continued right througl 
Only some old-growth forest, those 
habitat, were off limits. Then there ari 
released from the old injunction by 
what has come to be known as the " 


"Section 318" timber sales that still 1 aunt us. To put it in the words of a US Fish and 
Wildlife biologist: "Its a full on blitzkrieg for the very last crumbs of the old-growth 
cookie" (see Life Under Option 9 in S; imhain, 1994 EF! Journal for more information). 

Regular federal timber program a^ide, the timber sales proceeding in owl habitat 
in compliance with "Option 9" are ajcrime. Its too bad they are now legal. So far only 
the Native Forest Council has filed jto appeal Judge Dwyer's decision to the Ninth 
Circuit but rumor has it the Forest {Conservation Council is soon to follow. 

The crisis in our northwest forestsjis the result of sufficiency riders which continue 
to be a threat. A rider can be tagged onto an appropriations bill speeding through 
congress. They provide sufficiency language that says an action is sufficient in 
complying with the law. It makes (the action exempt from all applicable laws by 
eliminating administrative and judicial review. You can't sue. Oregon's senior 
Senator Mark Hatfield is the sufficiency master and he is now the chairman of the 
Appropriations Committee. The njext few years should be quite a ride, pardon the 
pun, but please join us. 

The "Section 318" sales serve as L reminder of how horrible these "riders" can be. 
The Sugarloaf Timber Sale which has received much press is only one of 102 such 
timber sales totaling 407 million board feet of the biggest and most precious of the 
fragmented remains of what was once an old- 
growth ecosystem. Due to the sufficiency rider the 
only thing standing between the saws and these 
giant trees is political pressure, and perhaps you. 

Eighty-eight of these sales — 232 million board 
feet — are in Late-Successional Reserves in Clinton's 
phony plan. Seventy-six of these sales are the 
subject of a jeopardy determination by U.S. Fish 



and Wildlife Service regarding 
marbledmurrelets.The Endangered 
Species Act would not allow these 
sales to be cut if it weren 't for "Section 
318". So they are still under the 
long-term threat bf the saw. Politics 
is the only thing tyolding these trees 
up. If the murrelet biologists went 
public with their dissension on 
"Option 9", and its process, it would 
never have been deemed legal. 

Hopefully the appeals of Option 9, 
and the threat of bringing these 
biologists to testify in court, will 
keep them standing. 

A more immediate threat faces 
tire 14 "318 sales" that were either 
withdrawn fibm formal consulta- 
tion or allowed to proceed with a 
letter of concurrence of "not likely 
to adversely affect" the marbled 
murrelet. Twelve of these "318 sales" were given a no jeopardy determination by 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and could proceed at any time. The grand total is that 
over 119 million board feet of prime old-growth in immediate danger. Nearly 30 
million board feet will be logged from Late-Successional Reserves which are 
supposed to be protected by Clinton's Plan. 

I 

This article represents the views of Phil Nanas and notnecessarily those oftheNativeForest 
Council far which he works. Please contact NFC for more information or to lend support. 
NFC, POjBox 2171, Eugene, OR, phone (503) 688-2600, fax (503) 461-2156. 


Watchdog Timber Sale, Umpqua National Forest; 
one of the first released under Option 9. 


than corporate environmental policy7~~A 

At a luncheon Babbitt appeared aflast year 
to promote the NCCP program, I had a conver- 
sation with one Jim Whalen of the Alliance for 
Habitat Conservation, a building-industry front 
group. 1 asked Whalen why enviros should 
support NCCP since it was not adhering to its 
scientific guidelines. His reply was as instruc- 
tive as it was frank. "Craig, this is not about 
science, its about politics. The building indus- 
try is going to fight for every acre it can get." 
Thinking about it later, I couldn't help but 
wonder if the reason the environmental move- 
ment seemed to be faring so badly was not just 
funding or access or powef^Perhaps it had 
something to do with attitudeT'Maybe Boise- 
Cascade wants logs more than we want trees. 
Maybe the Irvine Co. wants suburbs more than 
we want gnatcatcher^/ 

/The cliche image of Earth Firstl's role in the 
environmental movement is that of moderat- 
ing the image of the national groups, so that 
their positions will be more politically palat- 
able. The time for that role has passed: this late 
in the game there is no more room for modera- 
_tion, for comp r o mis e, by th e nation als. The 
legislation of extinction may be politically 
expedient, but it will never be moral. It is time 
to regain the high ground, and ultimately the 
only ethical position is one that advocates a 
complete flourishing of all life. Anything else 
is tragedy. 

What you can do: 

1) Get involved in the ESA/HCP Network. 
Call (909) 338-5856 or write the Spirit of the 
Sage Council at PO Box 77027-102, Pasadena, 
CA 91107. 

2) Write the nationals and your Congres- 
sional Reps and encourage them to take an 
uncompromising stand in defense of the "real 
world." Ask your Rep. to demand that Bruce 
Babbitt resign, for failure to enforce the ESA. 

f t . (jfMlfub 


*lt> 




Losing It at the Courthouse 


continued from page 6 

forests and grasslands. Instead of lamenting the im- 
pending evisceration of the ESA, environmentalists 
should be telling people that this hallowed law is 
already dead and any further tampering with it would 
simply amount to corpse abuse. We need laws that 
actually protect land, not abstract symbols that merely 
set forth complex procedures to assure extinction take 
' place in an orderly fashion. 

In eastern Washington, a federal judge overturned 
the preliminary injunction against the atrocious Cove/ 
Mallard timber sales on the Nez Perce National Forest 
in central Idaho with a decision that turns the Na- 
tional Environmental Policy Act on its head. The 
judge, who relied only on the Forest Service's highly 
distorted version of the facts in the case, said it was not 
up to the Forest Service to prove that their logging 
plans didn 't harm salmon. Now the last line of defense 
of this huge roadless area in the Salmon Selway com- 
plex will once again be human bodies braced against 
bulldozers — just the way Larry Craig likes it. 

Meanwhile, a federal appeals court in Dallas showed 
the National Forest Management Act to be little more 
than a discretionary sieve, when it struck down a 
landmark injunction rendered by a district court halt- 
ing even-age management on national forests in Texas. 
The appeals court ruled that NFMA's requirement that 
clearcutting be proved to be the "optimum" harvest 
method is neither binding nor enforceable — that 
essentially Forest Service managers have wide latitude 
to prescribe whatever silvicultural treatment they want 
regardless of the law or the intent of congress and little 
or no obligation to justify their choice to the public. 

Finally, the Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals dis- 
missed a challenge of the contorted Ouachita National 
Forest Plan by ruling that environmentalists lacked 
standing to sue the government over forest plan 
decisions. The court said forest plans do not make 
decisions that "harm" the interests of environmental- 
ists; therefore, enviros have no right to challenge the 
plans in federal court. Fearful of establishing a lethal 
precedent, the environmentalists who brought this 
suit decided not to appeal. 

Taken alone any of these decisions is devastating to 
the interests of environmentalists; together they rep- 
resent a death-knell for the lobby-litigate-appeal strat- 
egy that has dominated public lands environmental- 
ism for the past decade. How we emerge from this 


debris in an era of extreme political turbulence will 
determine the long-term future of the forest protec- 
tion movement. 

Tiny Solidarities 

As a new Dark Ages descends over the Republic, 
where do environmentalists of conscience turn for 
solace and sustenance? Where do we find the antidote 
to the coming absolutism? I was thinking about these 
questions on a dreary Oregon afternoon when I came 
across an extraordinary passage in a book called The 
View From Afar by the great French anthropologist 
Claude Levi-StTauss. Levi-Strauss, who spent several 
years in the Northwest and Alaska studying the myths 
and art of the Tlingit, Haida, and other coastal tribes, 
argues compellingly in an essay titled "Reflections on 
Liberty" that the best way to resist despotism (and is 
there anyone left who doesn't see that as the precise 
agenda of Newt & Co.?) is through a "multitude of 
small bands, of tiny solidarities that prevent the indi- 
vidual from being ground down by the overall society 
and the latter from being pulverized into anonymous 
and interchangeable atoms. These links integrate each 
person into a mode of life, a home ground, a tradition, 
a form of belief or of unbelief, which not only balance 
one another like Montesquieu's separate powers, but 
constitute so many counter forces capable of acting 
together against the abuses of political power." 

The answer, then, is that there is no one answer to 
our predicament. The centralized, passionless, and 
monolithic approach to environmentalism, which 
lulled itself into a passive instrument of government 
authority, has crashed and burned. Yet as we extract 
ourselves from this wreckage, we must resist the temp- 
tation to impose ideological litmus tests or loyalty 
oaths to define who is or isn't a real environmentalist. 
Instead our very survival may well depend on our 
diversity; eccentricity and eclecticism may be our last 
hope. The new counterattack must be engaged from a 
multitude of new and often oblique angles. This kind 
of radical innovation only comes from groups given 
the freedom to evolve from the ground up. We face a 
common enemy: the private looting of public assets. 
This national battle can best be fought by a loose 
federation of groups and activists, drawing on shared 
pools of knowledge and experience, speaking out in an 
affirmative voice, radiant with possibilities. In this 
way, the return of deja voodoo economics can augur the 
end of trickle-down environmentalism. 
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Alliances... 


Continued from page 3 

Orton states that "the abysmal economic situation 
of most native peoples in Canada undermines envi- 
ronmental/First Nations solidarity on environmen- 
tal issues," but he never looks at why some native 
people support development/destruction. He ig- 
nores the devastating effects colonialism has had on 
native nations' economies, cultures, social struc- 
tures, etc. We need to look at these things because we 
must grapple with the peoples' immediate needs if 
we are to offer an alternative . Such needs drive 
people to take steps for survival. And this in turn 
affects the land we are trying to protect. 

Orton warns us that " [native] land claims will and 
are affecting the establishment of new protected 
areas and parks — and also the Endangered Spaces 
Campaign, initiated by World Wildlife Fund Canada, 
which has been endorsed by many environmental 
groups." He then states that "the corporate class in 
Canada well understands the ongoing changes in 
land and water use in favor of aboriginal peoples in 
Canada." 

First, I believe this presents a distorted view of the 
current situation in "Canada. " Where are the changes 
in land and water use favoring aboriginal peoples? 
Who, beyond a small class of collaborators, is prof- 
iting from industrial destruction of native lands? 

( Second, the use of the term "land claim" presumes 
that indigenous nations surrendered their jurisdic- 
tion and are now "claiming" it back. Sovereign 
nations have not requested that their sovereignty be 
returned — they have asserted their sovereignty and 
jurisdiction where the neo-colonial government is 
_ attempting to assert jurisdiction. 

B jk . This is a fundamental difference 

'jBz'Sk between the land claims move- 

wju ments and the sovereignty 

■SuajL movements, which Orton 

B BT -jp never made clears 

Third, and perhaps most 
IJ. I importantly, I have to ques- 

Dfc/| tion whether our goal is to 

Hja* create more parks or to com- 

V pletely alter who controls 

the lan d. If we support 
•"•".•T 1 parks, we are support ing 

• flejL \ ! the n eo-colonial 

government's jurisdic- 
tion. We cannot sup- 
MLjj? V port native sovereignty 

and support neo-co- 

y v -, lonial "protection" 

. . V j of that land. This is 

one of the areas in 
~ ’• which non-in 

■'; v digenous envi- 

ronmentalists 
. / a gMi must strive to 

mm resolve appar- 

b ent conflicts 

between our 
‘ : .EL short-term 

;i . , r • . R and long 

p K* term goals. 

■r Non-in- 

■ 

mm digenous 

people can- 


by Brian Tokar 

David Orton has done a valuable service by raising 
the question of relationships between environmental- 
ists and native peoples. However, his account unfortu- 
nately perpetuates some of the same myths and mys- 
tifications about indigenous communities that he says 
he is trying to deflate. 

Everyone who has tried to work with indigenous 
communities on environmental (or any other) issues 
knows that the social fabric of these communities is as 
complex and at least as delicate as that of any other 
communities facing the political and economic on- 
slaughts of these times. Native communities rarely 
speak with "one voice" these days, any more than 
Euro-American communities speak with one voice. 
Further, native communities are plagued by all of the 
problems facing other poor and marginalized groups. 
When the promise of land and material wealth is held 
in front of such communities, it exaggerates existing 
insecurities and tensions in ways that governments 
and corporations have become quite adept at manipu- 
lating for their own purposes. 

From the Big Mountain struggles, which aroused 
widespread support from non-native people in the 
mid-1980s, to mining, logging, nuclear waste and 
land-claims issues today, activists rushing to support 
native struggles have had to take a step back and 
become educated about the politics and internal dy- 
namics of indigenous communities. As Orton pointed 
out, this often reveals some elements that are all too 
willing to cut a deal for some immediate apparent 
benefit. This seems especially true in Canada, where 
governmental support for first nations appears far 
more generous than in the U.S. , 

For example, activists from Vermont and Quebec 
who were seeking to support the Innu traditionalists 
opposing Hydro Quebec's latest dam project (Sainte 
Marguerite 3 in eastern Quebec) found a very different 
political climate than among the Cree of James Bay. 
While the Cree have been unified against Hydro Que- 
bec (though only after they experienced the conse- 
quences of giving in to unstoppable government pres- 
sure to agree to the damming of the LeGrande River 
basin in the 1970s), the Innu community around Sept 
lies, Quebec is dangerously divided. Dam opponents, 
"while they do have tradition on their side, have been 
subjected to such intense intimidation by dam sup- 
porters on the Band Council that some have even had 
to renounce all government payments to their families 
in order to sustain their stmggle against Hydro Quebec. 


not control the development of the indigenous 
liberation struggle. What we can do is take responsibil- 
ity for our own mistakes and attempt to correct them. 
Effective alliances between indigenous and non-indig- 
enous activists require some initiative on the part of 
non-indigenous activists.-^ 

And if we do not take this initiative, a very possible 
scenario is that non-indigenous activists will agitate for 
park status and the neo-colonial government will grant 
it "without prejudice to land claims" (this wording is 
already being used by local neo-colonialist govern- 
ments). Industry will court the native nation with a 
pending claim in the area and forge deals 
with native collaborators and the neo- 
colonial government will reverse its 
WKf decision. Native collaborators will 

sign deals that surrender native 
V sovereignty in exchange for mea- 

V ger economic rewards, and the 

land will be destroyed. The 






This is a source of tremendous hardship for people 
who have become increasingly dependent on such 
payments. 

However, for Euro-American activi sts to expect 
native peoples to simply renounce government 
payments, income from trapping, or any of their 
other tenuous connections to the cash economy, is 
even more unrealistic than expecting urban North 
“Americans to instantly stop using petroleum and 
^eetriat y immediately . tomorrow, without delay.) 
"Given these communities' tenuous positions, with 
many families hovering at the edge of survival, it is 
extremely condescending to expect them to sud- 
denly undo 400 years of being forced into the 
market economy^) 

Does this justify the sometime complicity of na- 
tive communities in the destruction of the environ- 
ment? Of course not. But it means that activists need 
to listen to what native people are saying about their 
own situation and act from a place of respect and 
consideration, not objectification or passing judg- 
ment. Native people are neither "model environ- 
mentalists, " nor are they blind participants in envi- 
ronmental destruction. They deserve due consider- 
ation for bearing the weight of 500 years of colonial- 
ism, but cannot and do not want to be judged as 
historical symbols. Nativepeopleneedtobeapproached 
with respect, just as we would approach anyone we seek 
possiblecommongroundwith.Nativepeoplefightingto 
protecttheland, such as the Cree, the Innu dissidents, the 
Chippewa opponents of mining in Wisconsin, the 
Cahuilla people blockading toxic sludge shipments in 
southern California and countless others need to be 
supported. Those who make compromises with the 
system, often under conditions of extreme coercion, 
need to be approached cautiously and with understand- 
ing of their own often precarious situation. 

Native nations are on the leading edge of environ- 
mental battles in many places in North America. 
Indigenous "sovereignty" is being cynically in- 
voked by corporations and governments to ma- 
neuver around regulations that would prohibit 
environmentally destructive forms of develop- 
ment elsewhere. Some members of native com- 
munities are willingly going along, sometimes 
even believing that they are acting in the tradi- 
tion of defiance that has kept their people alive 
for centuries. If we want to help native environ- 
mentalists win these battles, the first step is to 
approach these situations with a genuine sense 
of understanding and, yes, respect. 


colonial governments can then say "it's not us, 
it's those native people." Many non-indigenous 
activists will blame native nations and pull sup- 
port for sovereignty, and budding alliances will 
collapse. Meanwhile most native people will be 
exactly where they are now, in abject poverty, 
but with no legal basis for sovereignty over their 
territories. 

We are already seeing versions of this scenario 
urifold in places like Clayoquot Sound. In order 
to halt this trend, we, as non-indigenous envi- 
ronmental activists, must start seriously rethink- 
ing our relationship to native struggles^ 

Orton's article did much to shed light on how 
far the environmental movement has to go to 
throw off the limitations of neo-colonial think- 
ing, and little to provide insight on how non- 
indigenous people can work towards stronger 
alliances with indigenous people. What we need 
are ideas on how to move forwMdCAnd let's not 
forget that unless indigenous people are partici- 
pating in this discussion, we will never move 
beyond theory .) 

For more information about BC native 
sovereignty, contact: Independent State of 
Qwa-Ba-Diwa Information Office (Canada): 

PO Box 35015, Victoria, BC, Canada V8T 5G2; 
or Lil'wat Peoples Movement: PO Box 79, 
Mount Currie, BC, Canada VON 2K0 
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Darren Thurston Finally Free! 


Canadian activist Darren Thurston has finally been 
released from the Fort Saskatchewan Correctional 
Facility after serving 23 months in three different 
facilities. His incarceration stemmed from charges 
related to ALF raids in 1991-92. The raids at the 
University of Alberta and the Billingsgate Fish Com- 
pany brought the Michigan State Police, FBI, and 
Bureau of Alcohol, 

Tobacco and Firearm s 
to Canada to give evi- 
dence and investigate 
the incidents. Of the 
three individuals 
charged, Darren 
served the most time. 

Originally, nine 
charges were pressed 
against Darren. He 
eventually pleaded 
guilty to arson, break- 
ing and entering and 
theft, and was sen- 
tenced to pay a hefty 
restitution as part of 
the plea bargain. At 
the time he had al- 
ready served fifteen 
months in the Edmonton Remand Center, without a 
trial. Throughout his pretrial and motion proceedings 
it was obvious that the government was going to use 
this as a precedent-setting case, making Darren look 
like a crazed terrorist and portraying his actions as the 
first ALF activity in Canada. 

When Darren was first released in October, the 
Crown Council did not include sentencing as a part of 
the plea bargain. This meant that they had an oppor- 
tunity to appeal his release. Guess what they did? 

After nearly eight months of freedom, Darren's 
attorney informed him that the prosecution had suc- 


cessfully appealed his plea bargain and he would be 
taken back into custody the next day. On May 10, 
1994, Darren was sent to a facility in Calgary , Alberta. 
A few days before Darren was sent back to serve out 
his sentence, David Barbarash was apprehended in 
California and extradited on similar charges. He 
later spent five months in Edmonton Remand be- 
fore also plea bargaining. It seemed that the 
madness would never end. 

In December, Darren's application for "tem- 
porary absence" (a conditional release) was 
heard, but the board decided to wait until 
January 1995 to decide. Before the temporary 
absence could be granted, the other side's attor- 
neys had to agree to the conditions. The situa- 
tion was promising but Darren had been denied 
before. 

On Thursday, January 19, Darren got the 
good news: he had been granted temporary 
absence. At 7:30 am the following day, Darren 
got his first taste of freedom in eight months. 

Although Darren is under house arrest and 
must be home from 6pm to 6am, he is nonethe- 
less happy to be out... for good. He will be 
staying with his family in Edmonton, a condi- 
tion he also agreed to. His probation will be over 
in early September, and he hopes the house 
arrest will only be imposed for a few months. 

With all the time he has spent in jail, Darren has 
really taken a liking to getting mail, and he wants to 
keep in touch. With that in mind, here is a new (not- 
in-the-slammer) address if you would like to keep in 
contact or just say, "Hey, it is about !*@#* time you 
were out here with us!" Darren Thurston, PO Box 
75029 Ritchie Postal Outlet, Edmonton, Alberta, 
Canada T6E 1Z3. 

It’s good to have you back, Darren! 




Mark Davis, the last member of the Arizona Five still 
in jail, is now in his fourth year as a federal prisoner. 

During his incarceration at a facility in the Mojave 
Desert, Mark consistently has been harrassed by the 
Injustice System. He was twice denied parole illegally. 
According to federal sentencing regulations, he should 
have been allowed to complete the final six months of 
his sentence in a halfway house in his home commu- 
nity of Prescott, Arizona, in January. Instead, he has 
been given only two months, scheduled to begin in 
mid-April. When Mark challenged this decision, he 
was told he was granted only two months because of 
his "high-publicity profile." Never mind that well- 
known embezzlers such as Jim Bakker and Michael 
Milken got to spend six months in halfway houses. 

Completing his sentence in a halfway house would 
allow Mark to see his two teenage daughters and seek 
work in Prescott. Although he is likely to be released as 
scheduled, other prisoners at his facility faced new 
charges just as they were about to be released. Mark is 
understandably fearful that this could happen to him. 

Letters of support make a huge difference. A gr oup of 
activists in the Pacific northwest recently sent Mark a 
poster-size letter. Afterward, he wrote to a friend, 
"Today was cold and actually, unbelievably, FOGGY! 
Which is unprecedented in my experience here and 
would have been a nice change except that of course 
the guards decided that the fog was a security risk and 
closed the compound down, meaning that we spent 
all day in our rooms. Sort of a downer — but then there 
was mail call in the afternoon, and that wonderful big 
letter. Made me feel so much better immediately." 

Mark makes a point to reply to everyone who writes. 
He appreciates drawings and photos, but be aware that 
prison mles prohibit padded envelopes. Mark's ad- 
dress is listed in the directory (last page of the Journal). 



Champion Ravages Nation 


Champion International, the giant clearcutting, 
chlorine-bleaching, dioxin-producingpaper company, 
is destroying human, plant and animal communities 
across the country. 

In Montana, Champion clearcut over 800,000 acres 
of forest in 10 years and then sold out, leaving behind 
mined economies and forests. In North Carolina, 
Champion polluted the Pigeon River and down- 
stream Tennessee communities for 85 years and con- 
tinues to pollute with the help of a Clean Water Act 
variance. In Maine, Champion unsustainably "har- 
vested" hundreds of thousands of acres of forest, 
polluted Penobscot Bay, and contributed to the de- 
cline of the lobster and fishing industry. Now the 
corporation wants the state to dredge the same mined 
bay to ship raw chips and whole logs to foreign ports. 
In Florida and Alabama, Champion is being sued for 
$150 million for its pollution of Perdido Bay and the 
resultant decline in the fishing industry. And in Texas, 
Champion has added to the pollution of Galveston 
Bay, and is being sued by the fishing industry. 

Champion has never accepted responsibility for 
any of these acts or changed its production methods 
based on complaints. Rather, Champion continues to 
deforest and pollute while blaming local communi- 
ties for the damage it has caused. 


Champion uses "divide and conquer" tactics to 
combat people and groups that together could force 
the corporate giant to stop its destruction. Champion 
avoids billion-dollar class-action lawsuits by settling 
with individuals and factions for greatly reduced 
amounts, and thus is never held responsible for its 
actions. Champion divides environmental groups by 
contributing large sums of money to selected groups, 
making them dependent on corporate funds to sup- 
port their activities. In return, these compromised 
groups give Champion awards and endorsements that 
Champion then uses for public relations. Champion 
divides communities and people by threatening its 
critics with worker layoffs and mill closures. This has 
resulted in intimidation, physical confrontation and 
violence against whistle blowers. 

If we are ever to succeed in destroying this multina- 
tional giant, we must first unite. Any community that 
has been invaded by one of this giant's tentacles is 
intimately joined to all the other communities devas- 
tated by its presence. There are no strictly local solu- 
tions; while cutting off one tentacle may hurt or 
weaken Champion, it will not alter the corporate 
beast's attitude — and it can just grow a new tentacle. 

We cannot continue to pick away at the corporate 
arms while leaving the body untouched. Champion's 


body is its corporate headquarters in Stamford, Con- 
necticut — and the body is weak. Champion is living 
on borrowed time while it waits for an upswing in the 
economy, increased demand and higher paper prices. 
If it were not for the money raised by selling its 
ravaged forestland in the west, Champion would be 
broke. 

Now is the time to strike at this weakness by uniting 
and putting pressure on those corporations that use 
and sell Champion's paper to stop supporting 
Champion's destructive practices. Economics is the 
only language Champion understands and the only 
force that can make Champion reform its destructive 
policies, so BOYCOTT CHAMPION INTERNATIONAL 
and call its customers to let them know they'll be 
boycotted too until they stop supporting Champion: 
National Geographic uses Champion paper [(800)-638- 
4077], Food Lion Grocery Stores uses Champion- 
produced milk and juice cartons for its store brand 
products [(800)-210-9569], Time is one of Champion's 
major paper buyers [(800)-843-8463] and Office De- 
pot sells Champion brand paper [(800)-685-8800]. 
The boycott is supported by Global Sustainability, 
Native Forest Network Wild Rockies, Katuah Earth 
First!, Forest Advocates, and TAGER. 

For more info, call (615) 562-5934. 
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LETTERS! 


That is that, no, tree spiking does not save initial attention to issues, Earth First! can 

trees. I researched every spiking I could find out also serve to strengthen the stance of the 
about (44 of them, I believe), and discovered mainstream environmental movement 
that, in nearly every case, the trees were cut. and prevent it from straying too far from 
So why should we continue to tar our name the ideal, uncompromising stances. EF! 


continued from page 3 

Dear Earth Friends; 

This is in response to Judi Bari's 
Commentary "the Secret History of Tree 
Spiking.” First let me say that I truly 
appreciate and applaud Judi's dedication 
and commitment to all our common 
goals, she is both a hero and a leader who 
has already accomplished more than most 
of us ever will to protect and heal this 
planet and all its inhabitants. However, 
and I sav this with the utmost respect, on 
th e issue of 'tree spiking she is dead wrong 
and dangerously so. I cannot help but feel 
that Judi's sympathy for Mr. Alexander 
stems more from the fact that she herself 
has suffered extremely painful physical 
injuries and can relate to Mr. Alexander's 
pain, than from the possibility' that those 
injuries could possibly have been caused 
by Earth First! ers spiking trees. 

I don't believe that any of us truly 
wants any other beings, human or 
otherwise, to be injured or killed need- 
lessly; but the fact is that part of life is 
pain, and yes, sometimes death. I don't 
want animals murdered for their fur or 
their tusks or to keep some ancient 
tradition alive and I don't want to see 
forests bulldozed and chain sawed to feed 
xerox machines and put up yet another 
hundred tract homes. To that end I'm 
willing to do a little damage to curtail and 
hopefully stop these activities. If someone 
is hurt by my doings in this area I'm 
sympathetic, but not apologetic. 

The fact is, that tree spiking is designed 
to foul and destroy logging equipment, 
not logging people. Any time a person is 
injured (and it's extremely seldom) the 
damage can generally be traced to poor 
maintenance of machinery and sub- 
standard safety equipment and proce- 
dures. This is clearly the case in the story 
that Judi Bari tells and it's a shame that 
she has chosen to focus on how "awful” it 
is to spike trees rather than the fact that 
Mr. Alexander's own company is as much 
or more to blame for his injuries that any 
tree spiket 

I don't presume to speak for anyone 
other than myself, but the reason I was 
attracted to Earth First! as a group and a 
movement was because we are based on 
action. Sometimes it's a little more on the 
passive side and sometimes its downright 
offensive, but its all action for a cause that 
we all believe is right. Whatever hap- 
pened to "No Compromise in Defense of 
Mother Earth?" Finally, if Judi Bari wishes 
to take the diplomatic and peace talking 
track, that's fine, there's certainly times 
and places where that approach will be 
effective, but I would ask that she have 
the courtesy and respect for her fellow 
Earth First!er not to denounce those who 
risk their freedom and their lives to 
accomplish our common goals albeit by 
different methods. 

Sincerely, 

— Anthony James May 
Somewhere on the Central Coast 

Dear Spikes for Brains, 

I hear a heart wrenching plea from the 
Joumalistas for suggestions and direction 
on the Journal. I can't speak for anyone 
else; but any issue that has Judi Bari and 
Mike Roselle both sounding off on the 
same subject, well, it just doesn't get any 
better than that. The subject of tree spiking 
rears its pissy little head once again. 

Actually, I have no major gripe with 
Judi's article; nor did I ever have a 
problem with certain Northwest affinity 
groups renouncing tree spiking. Since I'm 
not about to run to the redwoods and 
help them with their campaign, neither 
am I going to tell them how they should 
do it. Let those who ride decide, OK? But 
what is this about the "Secret" history of 
tree-spiking. The Cloverdale incident was 
never a secret — far from it. You've been 
attacked for renouncing spiking and you 


want to set the record straight? OK, but I 
haven't seen any such attacks in the 
Journal for a long time. Has someone 
been bothering you through another 
medium? If not, why the sudden gift of 
this history lesson? 

My take on tree-spiking is this: If it 
stops the cutting, it's a tactic worth 
considering. If not, mulch it! Those 
opposed to spiking always tote out an 
example or two of failure Those in favor 
can point to an apparent success or two. 
But does anyone really know hovt many 
cuts have been stopped because of spiking 
and how many haven't? I certainly don't. 
This is the true secret hi story of tree- 
spiking which, most likely, no one knows 
in its entirety. Sad to say, the feds prob- 
ably have a better grip on this than we do. 

On the other hand, Mike Roselle wants 
us to "Go out. and get them suckers; 
fill 'em full of steel." Why? Because, 

"This is a jihad, pal. There are no 
innocent bystanders because, in 
these desperate hours, bystanders 
are not innocent!" Oh Mikey, 
what's the matter? 


and limit our organizing potential for the sake 
of a failed tactic? A tactic that has indeed 
endangered workers, that has alienated 
potential allies, and that has isolated and 
discredited our movement.'The real secret Is 


that tree sp iki ng has < 


The spikers themselves stopped doing it, after 
taking so much risk and putting out so much 
effort only to set the trees go down. Mike 
Roselle acknowledges this in his column when 

he laments the tack of recent tree spikings, 
and urges people to go out and do it, even 
though it won't save the trees. 

I can't understand that mindset. If we are 
really i nterested in stopping the desEWfitrtro f - ^ 
nature, rath er than just s pewi ng ange r, we 
nave to choose tactics that are effective in 
themselves , and/or that advance our organiz- 
i ng. Anything less is wav worse than a 
compromise. It's a total cop out. 


Run out of XTC? To * 

be fair, I'm inclined A ^ 

to agree that there Jf Q ^ 

are "too many ESSwkJsjjiSjk £4 Co 

around town in 

camo." But I've l 

spent some time in * Jr 
the woods, enough 

to know that even IV 

Freddies get out 

there more often than Cove/Mallard 
Coalition coordinators. 

More to the point, I've participated in 
the Cove/Mallard campaign and I did so 
with the understanding that the Ancient 
Forest Bus Brigade and the Cove/Mallard 
Coalition had renounced tree-spiking. 
Probably for the same reason that Judi 
and friends did: We don't need a repeat of 
the Cloverdale incident in Elk City. Tell 
me, do I sense a change of strategy in the 
air? Post Office Creek and Cove/Mallard 
are mighty damn close. Are you speaking 
for the Cove/Mallard Coalition, or did 
you just forget to take your pills? The 
injunction's been lifted; looks like we 
might be out in the woods again. It would 
be nice to get this cleared up beforehand; 
don’t you think? 

So, the Joumalistas want feedback. I 
would call into question the value of all 
this debating. I'm not saying this from 
any pedestal; certainly I've added to the 
dung-heap. If people want this kind of 
crap, OK. But let's recognize that this is 
not NEWS; it is Commentary. To be fair, 
some of Judi's history lessons have been 
valuable, especially the series on the 
bombing. That was such a twisted puzzle; 
and she was the first to lay it all out in a 
clear and cohesive way — including an 
unflinching look at her own mistakes. 

That was a priceless contribution and 
should be required reading. But this 
surprise history lesson on a "secret" that 
was never a secret, well, forgive my lack of 
tact but I smell bullshit. I would not ask 
the Joumalistas to not print Judi's stuff. 

But I would ask Judi to please cherish our 
time as much as we cherish yours, OK? 

On the other hand, if anyone is lacking 
tissue for a genuine issue, I know where 
you can find a half-page every issue. Mike 
Roselle is always entertaining. But the 
man w/out a bioregion sounds more and 
more like a man with nothing to say and 
a guaranteed place to say it. 

— Matthew Haun 

Judi Bari responds: 

Dear Anthony and Matthew, 

The problem with "The Secret History of 
Tree Spiking" is that it is only part of my 
argument, which 1 continue in this issue, and 
which answers a point made by both of you. 


j. Dear Anthropocentric Scam: 

I'm really getting sick and 
tired of reading Mike 
Roselle's divisive, petty 
/yA trash as demonstrated 

[>■' . by his latest article in 

VJIU ux#* h the D _ ec 21 issue - It>s 

Vnfc. lUTfUVGWT 0ne thmg t0 pUt down 
SwSS' Si* V the compromising 
C0 NVEY.5N t -1 politician slimebags 

If who have sold out or 

Pt Won 1 1 ate working directly 

S E i ~r against environmental 

hi SE if harmony; it's another 

F0r jr± 1 | to attack and 

H3 fit unconstructively 

- criticize the main- 
stream environmental 
movement and the eocentric Wild Earth 
journal as if they are the enemy. 

While it is absolutely legitimate and 
necessary to criticize the mainstream 
environmental movement when they 
compromise on important issues, such as 
Option 9, it is the height of strategic 
ignorance to proclaim that the "main- 
stream environmental groups are quickly 
becoming irrelevant" so "who needs 
them?" Earth First! is not and never was 
meant to be a replacement for the main- 
stream environmental movement; indeed, 
it is only a tiny fraction of the movement, 
albeit an essential part. By itself, Earth First! 
has relatively little power in directly 
winning any of the issues it tackles. 
Instead, it can serve as a catalyst to 
dramatically put an issue into the media 
spotlight, from which point the main- 
stream groups, 
which are 




larger and more powerful than Earth 
First!, can win the battle. Mainstream 
groups are necessary to mobilize the mass 
public support needed to win most 
environmental battles — at this stage in 
history, the radical environmental 
movement simply dpes not have the pull 
to generate the support to win the issues. 

If you look at Earth Firsti’s track record, 
we've won relatively few of our direct 
action battles where we've fought alone; 
virtually all of our victories were with the 
help of the big guns of the mainstream 
movement. In contrast, the mainstream 
movement has a much greater ability to 
win its battles by itself without the help of 
Earth First! (although EF!'s presence can 
help to considerably strength en the 
movement). 

Besides acting like a catalyst to draw 


does this by taking the hard-line stand, 
just as the New Conservation Movement 
groups served by Wild Earth do (except 
they also use the science of conservation 
biology to further back up their stances), 
and thus allow more leeway for the 
mainstream groups to maneuver. And, of 
course, EF!'s direct actions help to stop or 
slow down the destruction of wild areas 
until other strategies , usually those by 
mainstream groups, actuallv get the areas 
protected by legislation. In other words, 
Earth First: serves to act as a catalyst, to 
keep the movement's stance as strong as 
possible, and to directly slew down the 
destruction, all as a way of strengthening 
the whole environmental movement— 
the. vast bulk of which is "mainstream.'' 

An analogy can be made with that of Paul 
Watson and his Sea Shepherd ships that 
ram pirate whalers; the reinforced steel 
hull of his ship would be Earth First! 
while the ship itself that carries the 
momentum for the blow would be the 
mainstream environmental movement. 
Just as the Black Panthers and the 
Weather Underground in the '60's could 
not exist without the base of the mass 
civil rights and pacifist anti-war move- 
ment, so too can Earth First! not exist 
without its mainstream roots. In other 
words, Roselle, don't be naive enough to 
call the mainstream movement irrelevant 
and deal with the them the same way you 
deal with the opposition; its better to 
point out what they're doing wrong and 
figure out ways to pull them over. 

Now about revolution and 
monkeywrenching: show me a remotely 
successful revolution in history that was 
based primarily on sabotage and I'll 
retract everything I've written. For 
someone who’s origins are supposedly in 
the radical Left, you display an incredible 
ignorance of the strategies of social 
movements. Revolutions, by necessity, are 
based upon the mobilization of mass 
support to seize control of the state 
apparatus (we can tear it down after- 
wards); sabotage tied into a central 
strategy can play a part in this struggle, 
but monkeywrenching, which is defined 
to be unorganized and done by autono- 
mous individuals or groups, won't do the 
trick. A revolutionary movement must be 
organized and centralized if the opposi- 
tion is organized and centralized; a loose, 
unorganized movement projects its force 
like a hundred non-lethal pin pricks, not 
concentrated like a dagger that will take 
down the enemy. Monkeywrenching is 
an important stalling tactic to protect 
wilderness, just like direct 

action civil disobedience, 
but is not a tool of 
revolutionary social 
change; a different 
i strategy is needed for that. 
Lastly, about your petty 
Foreman-bashing: Dave 
Foreman and the Wild 
Earth gang are probably 
engaged in the most 
important wilderness 
protection scheme far in 
history: the Wildlands Project. Sure it's 
not revolutionary, but that's only one 
part of the stmggle: we need both 
revolutionaries to replace industrial 
society and visionary, strategic wilderness 
advocates — you're neither. Now if you 
lump Foreman and Wild Earth in the 
same boat as Ollie North, I'd suggest that 
your judgement is severely impaired. By 
the way, Foreman never denounced 
monkeywrenching — but he does under- 
stand the importance of using all tools 
available to defend the Earth, unlike that 
bad guy Mike Roselle who is so concerned 
with creating the impression of his 
"radicalness ” that he has fallen into the 
trap of a blind, sectarian compromiser. 

Sincerely, 

— Kendra Woo 
Vancouver BC 
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Dear Asswipe Endowment Babies and Rub- 
ber Hose Elitists, 

Well now... after reading Mike Roselle's 
"Forest Grump" piece in the Yule '94 
Journal, I've found that I agree with about 
three-fourths of what Roselle says about 
the big ten, the Montana rape, pillage, 
and plunder bill, the democrats, Dave 
Foreman and his Confessions of an 
Egocentrists, (Eco-Warrior my ass!). 

But I strongly disagree with Roselle on 
the issue of tree spiking. Now if I remem- 
ber correctly, and by the goddess I damn 
well know I do, Mike Roselle signed on 
the tree spiking renunciation press release 
drafted in California in April of 1990. So 
what happened to Mike Roselle? Has he 
been bitten by the Bill Clinton flip-flop 
vims? 

Roselle acknowledges that spiking trees 
will not prevent them from being cut, but 
he says it will send a message. Few actions 
or tactics get as much attention as tree 
spiking. The problem is all of the atten- 
tion is negative. Tree spiking is a failed 
tactic that causes more divisions and 
polarization than any other tactic utilized 
by environmental activists. 

A spiked tree in Northern California 
almost killed George Alexander in 1987, 
and in the Fall of 1989 I myself had a 
close call when a circular saw hit a spike 
on a barker deck in a Roseburg mill. The 
teeth from that saw flew off like shrapnel 
from a bomb. Some pieces flew through 
the corrugated metal wall, some bounced 
off the wall and hit near my feet. Mill and 
woods work is dangerous as it is. Environ- 
mental activists should not add to these 
problems with their activities. It is no fun 
when pieces of metal are flying at you like 
bullets. I've been there! 

Roselle says, "What we want is nothing 
short of a revolution... and everything, 
every assumption, every institution needs 
to be challenged. Now!" Mike is so 
goddamn right here! We do want a 
revolution, but a revolution is built from a 
real movement using real tactics that 
really work! That revolution will in our 
wildest dreams never be built unless 
alliances are made with the broad 
spectrum of working people, and I don't 
mean sold out labor bureaucrats. 

More spiking is not what is needed to 
convey the urgency of the situation. 
Spiking trees plays into the hands of the 
unwise abusers, the timber industry, and 
the Newt Gingrichs more than it is useful 
in stopping destruction of forest, or for 
sending messages of rage and frustration. 
In fact, the timber industry loves it when 
environmental activist spike trees, it's a 
public relations coup for them. 

For Roselle to give Spicer credit for 
Cove/Mallard becoming a national issue is 
pure bullshit! There were a lot of people 
working real hard on Cove/Mallard who 
never once spiked any trees. In fact, with 
tensions as thick as they are in Cove/ 
Mallard spiking does the greatest harm 
possible. 

Roselle, Watson, and Foreman can 
glorify and romanticize tree spiking all 
they want, but facts are facts! Tree spiking 
is a failed tactic. To think otherwise is to 
engage in denial. Reviving it will not stop 
forest destruction and loss of wildlife 
habitat. So be a macho man, pound 
yourself on the chest like Tarzan and yell 
the primal scream. Then grab a three- 
pound hammer and a spike and drive 
some steel into them "suckers" and I'll 
promise you this; the greedy fucks in the 
timber industry will cut them down any 
way, and if you do get caught (the 
goddess forbid) the good ol' boys — 
Roselle, Watson, Manes, Wolkie, and 
Foreman will not do your time for you. 
Yeah, one of them may write an article 
glorifying your exploits, some comfort! 

One last point, this is a class issue. 
Think about it! 

— Gene Lawhorn 



Dear EF! 

A little late I read Justin Time's think 
piece on the 103rd Congress and the 
alleged co-option [sic] of the greens. I 
think you got it wrong on the California 


Desert, dude or dudette. Check out the 
numbers. You like the 1984 Oregon 
Wilderness bill, but want to downplay the 
1994 Desert Bill. Crunch these numbers: 
the latter bill designated something like 
10 times as much wilderness. And in case 
you didn't notice, the Wilderness Act of 
1964 included the compromise that 
allowed grazing and pre-existing mining 
claims in wilderness areas. It wasn't a 
great compromise in 1964, 1984, or 1994, 
but it's the same one. 

We need to give credit where it's due as 
well as blame. We need to keep hope alive 
by recognizing what we accomplish, or 
else we'd give up. For all of us who love 
the earth, the desert bill was a tremen- 
dous victory. Some rainy Oregon winter 
day, get your butt down there and find 
out what it's all about. 

— Fred Beddall 
Oakland, CA 

Dear Editors: 

The article in the Nov. 1 issue of Earth 
First! by "Justin Time" claimed that we 
claimed that I had spent "years" working 
on the management of the Hoosier 
National Forest in Indiana. The article 
then goes on to say that activists in 
Indiana the author knows didn't know 
me. 

The author shares with Rush Limbaugh 
the old trick of misstating what someone 
has said in order then to challenge that 
person's credibility. The WAFC release 
noted that early in my environmental 
career I had worked on a wide array of 
issues for public interest groups in Indiana 
and Washington, D.C., including the 
management of the Hoosier National 
Forest. 

I did legal research and interviews with 
Forest Service personnel on behalf of local 
Audubon Society and Sierra Club chapters 
concerned with off-road vehicle use on 
the Hoosier in the Summer of 1975 while 
I was in law school and between semes- 
ters. 

As I recall Claude Fergusen was the 
Forest Service maverick who actually 
wanted to strictly limit off-road motor- 
cycle use of the Forest while Joe Buffalo 
and his group (I think his name was 
actually "Buffalo" or something close to 
it) wanted the whole forest. 

Rather than hurt us both by falsely 
impugning credibility, Justin Time, MD 
should prescribe action and help carry it 
out. I actually agree that there is too little 
emphasis on corporate responsibility, on 
private lands, and on empowering part- 
time activists. Dr. Time also forgot to 
wrap his good points about NAFTA and 
GATT into his 5-point agenda of things to 


beware of, not from funders to much but 
in general through the whole policy 
machine. 

Let's work out ways to defeat the very 
real threat of "riders” that we defeated in 
1990 and thereafter and replace them 
with positive initiatives like putting 
people to work restoring watersheds, 
obliterating roads and shifting the 
paradigm in the process. 

— John Fitzgerald 
Executive Director 
Western Ancient Forest Campaign (WAFC) 

Justin Time responds: 

Hey. I like the desert as much as any dude or 
dudette. My point was that the California 
Desert Act was the only environmental bill to 
pass and it was wired up beforehand (as a 
present for former Senator Cranston, at that). 
Unfortunately, Fred is right and horrible past 
compromises have left us with grazing and 



mining in many designated wilderness areas. 
However, the Desert Act codifies the same 
outrage in new national parks. I'll gladly take 
Fred's advice and get off my butt and go visit 
the desert whenever I can. Actually, the 
Mystery Riders held a conclave at Joshua Tree 
this Thanksgiving and froze a few butts. 

As for John Fitzgerald's praise, I can only 
wish that I was as effective as Rush Dimbulb. 
I'm glad he chose to put to rest the very real 
issue of his bona fides. Interviewing Freddies 
during Summer Break probably does consti- 
tute grassroots credentials for a budding DC 
attomey/bureaucrat. 

I and others have often prescribed action — far 
better action than the mainstream groups have 
been willing to support. Certainly, our prescrip- 
tions would have worked better than die failed 
litigation and lobbying strategy that has led to 
(co-)Option 9, among other disasters. 


Some of the Riders think that Fitzgerald is just 
the guy to reform WAFC. I hereby pledge to give 
him a fair shake. However, WAFC is an 
organization that is the creation of four or five 
folks with a budget derived totally from big 
foundations. No way does that represent 
grassroots forest activists. His main task? As I 
see it democratization. First, set up an elected 
board and a real feedback mechanism for 
activists on policy issues and we'll see where it 
goes. 

Dear EF! Journal: 

I enjoyed and very much agreed with 
Catia Juliana's thoughtful comments 
about women in the movement and the 
revolutionary nature of ecocentrism in 
the Samhain issue. 

Her comments may prove to be truly 
prophetic in light of recent mid-term 
elections which saw the Republicans gain 
total control of Congress. If we felt 
that Clinton was weak on environ- 
mental issues before wait till you see 
how things will transpire now. 

The military-industrial complex won 
big time on November 8. It's back to 
business as usual for the rich, the 
politicians, the corporations, wall 
street, and the pentagon. They will not 
spare any effort to achieve their aims. 

It will be a challenge, these next two 
years. 

Perhaps the only good thing to 
come of all this is that, as Catia Juliana 
implores in her editorial, the left and 
others fighting for revolutionary causes 
and change will finally unite. 

The hard truth is that we must unite. It 
is now or never. Rightists, conservatives, 
religious fundamentalists always seem to 
put aside their petty differences to fight 
the common foe — which is usually us. 

We need to unite to be effective in 
fighting back. 

Just as all environmental concerns are 
interrelated so are all revolutionary 
concerns. It's not just the timber industry 
and cattle ranchers who exploit our 
natural world but also the military, big 
business, and most organized religion. 

If we tmly love the pine tree, the hawk, 
the owl, the deer, the mountain, the rock, 
the stream, the sunrise, and the rain then 
we must do what's necessary now to save 
Mother Earth. It will be a tough two years 


but the past has been difficult as well. 

Let's unite for the past, the present and 
the future , for all that has been and all 
that will be, for now and forever. 

— Little Thoreau 

Dear EF!J 

I was excited to read your review of 
Alice DiMichele's newest album, Naked, 
but a bit puzzled by your description of 
one of the songs. "Like a Picture" is a 
haunting a cappella piece about the 
bombing of Earth First! activists Judi Bari 
and Darryl Chemey in 1990 just before 
Redwood Summer. I was confused by the 
ambivalence of the reviewer who identi- 
fied the song as being about "the jailing 
and framing of activists," without 
mentioning that the song is a ballad 
about two brave Earth First! comrades, 


and a chapter in our history as a move- 
ment. Although Judi and Darryl were 
jailed and framed by the FBI, Alice is 
describing not a general trend to silence 
activists, but a specific and outrageously 
violent attack against two Earth First! 
organizers. In this case, the FBI arrested 
Judi and Darryl for transporting the bomb 
in order to neutralize the entire Earth 
First! movement by branding us as 
terrorists. The chorus implores us over 
and over: 

Just like a picture they're put in a frame 

Crafted by the FBI 

And if we don't stand up and call out their 
names 

The next ones will be you and I; 

Judi Bari, Darryl Chemey. 

I want to thank Alice for adding "Like a 
Picture" to Naked, and for continuing to 
be a principled and inspirational voice for 
justice. It is, however, ironic that the Earth 
First! Journal continues to let members of 
our movement be isolated and ignored 
within its pages. Judi has taken on the 
huge and terrifying task of suing the FBI 
and pursuing an independent investiga- 
tion of the bombing. Our support, 
attention, and solidarity are needed more 
than ever as she faces her would-be 
assassins every month across the deposi- 
tion table. Earth First! is the movement 
for which Judi and Darryl were targeted; if 
even we refuse to call out their names, 
none of us have a prayer. 

— Alicia Little Tree 
So. Humboldt, CA 

Editor's response: If Chris Roth's review 
ignored Bari or Chemey, it's because Roth's 
intention was to review DiMicele's music, not 
to rant about the history behind one of the 
album's twelve songs (or to give Bari or 
Chemey moral support). Thus the only 
allusion to the activists was: “Alice helps 
these secrets to sing out, whether she is 
writing of endangered native cultures (Make It 
Last), jailed and framed environmental 
activists (Like a Picture), loneliness (T rouble 
In Mind)..." The EF!J has published in-depth 
articles about Bari and Chemey' s bombing 
and continues to provide updates on their FBI 
lawsuit. But pausing in the middle of a music 
review to call out their names should be 
optional. — RG 

continued on next page 
Brigid 1995 Earth First! Page 29 
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rmed With Letters 


continued from page 29 

To Earth Firstlers: 

As much as I "support our troops" and 
offer a part of my life to the movement, I 
must stop and question something which 
should be obvious: why do many Earth 
Firstlers choose, by their actions, to 
enslave animals by wearing conspicuous 
amounts of leather and eating factory- 
farmed dairy products or even flesh? Has 
the concept of "animal liberation" or the 
liberation of animals from the tyranny of 
humans escaped many of you? 

Let me state the obvious. Most dairy 
products and flesh, besides the health risk 
of pesticides, cholesterol, hormones and 
bio-engineered shit, are pro- 
duced by cramming animals 
into small cages and lopping off 
beaks and claws if they get in 
the way. Cruel and destructive 
growth hormones are injected 
into the animal as it is often & 

forcibly impregnated (in human 
language, this is also known as 
rape). When the animal's 
efficiency has dwindled, it is 
executed. Leather, the skin of 
the executed animals, benefits - 
the animal-slaughtering 
industry as a by-product. The . 

reason behind this massive / 

exploitation of animals (and the 
multiple ways that large-scale 
livestock raising is devastating 
the planet) is simple: a few 
people will profit at the expense 
of the Earth. There is no excuse , jH 

for supporting this crap! 

If you claim you hunt and T5S- 'W&m 
"it's natural" to put a bullet q Sfel r 

through the head of an inno- r *%0tr 
cent animal, ask yourself if you ) 

need meat/flesh to survive, or if UP* j 
hunting just feels "exciting" or " /-\acbe 
"authentic." Most of us are not 
indigenous peoples and as the balance of 
nature has shifted long ago toward 
humans, don't believe that it is conscio- 
nable to take more from the wild than we 
already have. No more excuses for our 
hypocrisy! Do you think cows put 
themselves on ranches and are guilty? 
Beyond stupidity, shooting innocent and 
friendly cows just makes you the oppres- 
sor, the tyrant. Stop blaming the victim! 

In conclusion, I would like to ask a 
painful question: does the sanctity of life 
end for Earth Firstlers and others once 
animals are enslaved in the human 
sphere? Is it hypocritical to denounce 
"human intervention" and "wildlife 
management" when you yourself hold 
animals in bondage by providing the 
demand for products created through 
suffering? Or do you believe in the total 
abolition of the exploitation of animals? 

For me and those with compassion and 
the spirit of liberation... Animal Libera- 
tion Now! 

— Riled in N.Y. 

Editor's response: Excuse me, but "innocent 
and friendly?" A deep ecological perspective 
requires that we advocate the flourishing of 
all life; cows, as the single most ecologically 
destructive agent throughout much of the 
west, are antithetical to that end. While I can 
agree that animals deserve liberation from 
human oppression, this consideration, 
especially when dealing with wildlands, must 
come within a holistic, ecosystemic perspec- 
tive. — CB 

Dear Shit fer Brains: 

Here’s what I want to know: Why is it 
I’m not supposed to go out back and get 
an egg, but it's all right to buy an organic 
orange that came here on a truck clear 
from Florida? 

Yours most truly, 

— Tuber) 


Noble and Illustrious Joumalistas, 

Without question, the Journal remains 
an irreplaceable and dynamic part of the 
radical eco movement. Where would we 
be without it? Rummaging through 
miscellaneous moldy and dusty piles of 
zines, desperate to find that one little alert 
about the lesser kudu and its plight as the 
swamps of its homeland are drained to 
grow opium poppies. Without the Journal, 
I'd be reduced to reading the Wall Street 
Journal over my organic eight- grain 
pancakes. 

So to my point. The Grizzly Bear Task 
Force (GBTF). Remember this lively and 
zany bunch who would cloth themselves 
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in bear suits and caper about madly in 
Yellowstone, delighting bear-hungry 
tourists and giving rangers fits? Well 
basically it does not exist any more for a 
couple of reasons. For one, some of the 
work of the GBTF has been taken on by 
the Predator Project, the BC Grizzly 
Project, Wild Forever and others. For 
another, I was the coordinator of the 
GBTF, and have now dedicated my 
activist energies to that wacky crowd of 
corporate raiders, the Native Forest 
Network. So, while I still try to keep up 
with grizzly issues and write those letters 
and make those phone calls, the Bear is 
not and cannot be my main focus. It 
hurts to say this, as I still (and always will) 
owe a deep debt to the Great Bear. 

There are two options here. One is that 
we "delist" the GBTF altogether. To keep 
it listed as an EF! group is inaccurate, 
because the GBTF basically does not exist 
any more. People write to me to get 
involved and I have to direct them 
elsewhere. The other option (much 
preferred!) is if someone else takes on the 
work of defending the Bear under the EF! 
banner. Any interested folk out there?? I 
will glady share my knowledge, contacts, 
files etc. with whoever wanted to take this 
on, under whatever name (does not have 
to be the GBTF). Until someone does so, I 
will have to ask the Journal to take the 
GBTF off of the list of EF! projects. 


f Mean while iiereValTst of hard-working, 
grizzly defenders: 

Swan View Coalition, Keith Hammer 
POB 1901, Kalispell, MT 59901, (406) 75i 
1379; Predator Project, Tom Skeele, POB 
6733 Bozeman, MT 59771-6733, (406) , 
587-3389; Wild Forever, Adam Ruben, 

101 E Broadway Suite 410 Missoula, MT 
59802, (406) 549-1656; Great Bear 
Foundation, POB 2699 Missoula, MT 
59806, (406) 721-3009. , 


The Bear still needs lots more defenders. 
The threats to the Bear are mounting. 

Eight grizzlies were removed from the 
Yellowstone ecosystem this year, at the 
same time managers are moving to take 
the Yellowstone population off the 
threatened list. Six of 14 radio-collared 
grizzly bears along Montana's North Fork 
of the Flathead River disppeared in a year. 
You get the idea. Help the Bear! Get in 
touch: s' 'x 

a /I , ^--EuuJCNieHr 
Q 1/s PO Box 6151 

Of^' Bozeman, MT 59771 
^ (406)585-9211. 

Dear Journal Crew, 

As the year runs out, I wanted to take a 
minute to thank all of you who labor to 
produce Earth First! Journal. Not only does 
it keep me informed of who's really 
working for the Earth, thus allowing me 
to send my meager donations where they 
can really do some good, and away from 
the co-opted "Nationals," but it also 
serves as a vital link of sanity: I know I'm 
not crazy when I have the testimony of 
like-minded folk despite the constant 
brain-washing we all undergo every day 
living within the dominant culture. 

You have a tough job as editors, and 
my plea is that each issue you cover not 
only news of the struggle, but that you 
also: expose the collaborators (e.g. "The 
Browning of America"), allow expressions 
of various eco-philosophies and eco- 
psychologies (different folks finding 
different ways to bond with the Earth and 
discover their tme Greater Self), and 
publicize ways we can support one 
another in maintaining our vision of a 
decent life in harmony with Earth and 
each other. And don't forget to talk about 
the job we experience in opening up to 
” the astonishing wonder of which we are 
one humble particle! Hang in there! 

— "Jack Pine" 

Dear Kimberly Dawn, 

I read with interest your editorial in the 
Yule '94 issue of EF! Journal. I feel the 
direction of the Journal is a good one and 
serves well the many aspects of the 
movement. I think that expanding the 
Journal’s role towards investigative 
reporting is a good idea, but why not 
make this compatible with the newsletter 
format? 

I love the Journal and I'm listening! 

Your efforts and that of the other staffers 
are not in vain! Although I'm no longer 
bright eyed, I am still bushy tailed and 
will soon be released from prison after 8 
long years. I plan to join the battle to save 
wild places in my home state of Arizona 
and will do so in a very direct manner. 

For all that's wild! _ 

— Edward Lively #61941 oilfc FlRS 

ASPC-Florence Eyman Unit BLUE PU 

PO Box 4000 fcULAR C 

Florence, Arizona 85232 DOMINAN 


Just to reassure all of you who feared 
our files might have been accessed from 
the recent burglary — although Techie 
Whore might disagree (and if you do, 
please advise us on how to better protect 
our data), we are still confident that our 
encryption program kept our data safe. 

We would also encourage any other 
computer geeks out there who have 
information on computer security to 
write an article for the Journal explaining 
the different kinds of systems. I don't 
know enough about the lingo to accu- 
rately write it myself. 

Keep up the good work Joumalistas and 
Happy New Year! 

Towards animal liberation and freedom 
for all political prisoners, 

— Zabaglione 

for the North American Animal Liberation 
Front Supporters Group 

Editor's response: No, please don't write an 
article about techie computer password stuff. 
How about writing a short letter explaining 
where one would get that info instead. 

Thanks. — KD 

Letters editor: EF! Journal 

Arizona's Governor Symington says if 
we did away with the Endangered Species 
Act, we could avoid forest fires like the 
Tonto National Forest's 1990 Dude fire. 
What endangered species was responsible 
for the Dude fire, Governor Symington? 
The Dude fire occurred in 1990 but the 
Mexican Spotted Owl was not listed as an 
endangered species until 1993. 

Even if the Tonto Forest was pretending 
to manage their forests for old-growth- 
dependent species like the owl before the 
Dude, the owl would have had nothing to 
do with that fire. Why? The area where 
the fire started and primarily burned 
hasn't seen spotted owls for almost a 
century. The Tonto has been so abusively 
logged for decades that no old growth 
remains there for the owl except in a few 
remote canyons inaccessible to logging. 

Portions of the Tonto's even-aged 
monoculture comprise one of the 
southwest's most ecologically sterile 
forests and stream habitats— due to the 
unbridled logging and grazing Symington 
would now advocate. At the end of World 
War I, a few wet years, a good cone crop, 
abusive overgrazing (normal grass 
vegetation was not allowed to suppress 
pine sapling overabundance) and fire 
suppression resulted in unwanted 
densities of trees everywhere. These "dog- 
hair" thickets that plague Arizona's forests 
come from decades of overlogging, 
overgrazing and fire suppression. Why 
does Symington only listen to the 
ranching and logging industry? Their 
non-sustainable logging and short-sighted 
greed has brought the Tonto to its knees. 

If Symington has his way we can kiss the 
Coconino, Apache-Sitgreaves and Kaibab 
good-bye too. 

— Hal Norrid 
Tempe, A Z 


In the Yule 1994 Journal 
Techie Whore wrote a brief 
letter about the naivety of the 
ALFSG feeling confident that 
their files were protected with 
a password system. 

As the person who wrote the 
press release Techie referred to 
and also the person who deals 
with the computer files (i.e. 
the local computer geek) I 
must say that I erred in my 
original description of our 
protection system as a pass- 
word-based one. What we 
really had, and have again, is 
an algorithmic encryption 
program accessible only by 
password. So we have double 
protection. 


OUR FIRST RECONNAISSANCE MISSION TO THE 
BLUE PLANET IN PI CATES THAT THE RECTAN- 
GULAR CREATURES IN PHOTO *T ARE THE 
P0KMNANT LIFE FORMS. ANP FEEP 
PRIMARILY ON THE CREATURES IN PHOTO *2. 






K-W.INN' V-*- 
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Armed With Visions 


all rights reserved to the authors 


Clear as cut glass 
& just as dangerous 



Thirty Pieces of Silver 


It was a hell of an explosion, 

the keeper ledge at Quartzite Falls 

blown, chunks of rock raining, 

boom echoing up and down canyon, 

blasting that furious hole 

that swallowed up two men 

last spring and once 

sucked down my sixteen foot Achilles 

out of sight then spit it into the sky 

like a SCUD missile. 

I ain't naming names 
'cause I don't know 
who set the charges. 

We all have our ideas. 

I guess whoever it was 
thinks they should be thanked. 


Trips will pour on through, 
commercials can have their two day runs, 
more rafters going bridge-to-bridge 
until, over crowded like cities, 
it will need regulation, permits, 
policing like everything else 
that surrounds and hems us in, 
tells us what and what not to do. 

I guess we should thank you but we won't. 
We feel violated. 

The Upper Salt has been changed 

by the hand of man 

and something's been lost: 

an indefinable something, 

intangibly bound up in the solitary thrill 

of wild places with inherent dangers 


SEND POEMS TO: 

Warrior Poets Society 
Bancroft & Telegraph 
ASUC Box 361 
Berkeley, CA 94720-1111 



the place in the heart where beasts are 
kept darkness, moist leaves fringe 
the eyelids, hidden in them birds of 
azure and blood flowers, pulsing genitalia, 
open fiery orange and red pythons 
loop in branches of dreamed trees, spasms 
of boa muscle digest the mind iridescent 
hunger swallows the mind, a trance 
of hunger eats a city shrieks of green 
fly suddenly over, baboons mate with 
neon buttocks the sad manure of conscious 
elephants steams with jungles primeval 
herds of flies women sit on benches, striped 
with sun tigers watch them, remembering 
raw throats jaguars and secretaries 
exchange jade eyes we gaze into each 
others' unsated eyes it is noon 
keepers with keys walk through, unlock 
our mouths as sirens fly up roars of clerks 
hyenas mice engineers leap out hungers 
escape their bodies, gulp cages 
buildings devour the streets 

Barbara Mor 


Thank you! You've eliminated 
the danger, the dying, the waiting, 
lining, commands barked out, 
one rope dropped as another reeled in, 
burdened rafts bucking the first drop 
then hauled into a crevice, 
river rats skinny-ing down the wall 
into the rocking craft taunt, 
straining against current. 

Thank you! You've done away 

with the left side portage, 

hours of de-rigging, hauling, 

heavy ice chests, drop boxes, 

rocket boxes, oars, the rafts 

over the first ledge, across 

the pool of water, up the narrow defile, 

then down another ledge and over boulders 

to the churning race just below hell's jaws, 

howl of the reversal being cheated 

in our ears as we re-rig and reload 

rafts quivering in the wake 

of the keeper's cry. 

Thank you! It's safe now, 

an easy run, almost nonchalant, 

secure as watching river expedition documentaries 

on the tube; another tidbit of comfort, less 

danger and strain, PROGRESS, the river 

an ounce more civilized. 

No sling-shot surge for adrenaline junkies 

at sight of the DANGER-FALLS 1/4 MILE 

painted on rock, no skill needed 

to know which side to line and how to do it, 

no sweated teamwork at the portage, 

no go-for-the-guts runs at high water 

to pit blades against the 

skull and crossbones of the 

second drop. 


that nourish 


the wilderness within us all, 
starved as it is 
by smog and freeways. 

This space, tenuous tie to the mother, 

so little noticed and quickly 

drowned by the clatter and commotion 

of our times, rises 

form roots embedded in viscera 

back when we waited 

and slept in seed 

until 

the west wind 

brought us to life on the back 
of a raven's wing or flutter 
of sunlight spinning on cottonwood 
leaves. 

No, no thanks from us, 

Judas, singular or collective, 
of the wild. 

Of, what the hell, 

I don't know why I carry on. 

If we're 

lucky 

maybe they'll build us 
a Quartzite Falls ride 
at Disneyland. 

Bob Finkbine 
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DEAR NED LUDD 

DEAR NED LUDD is a regular feature in the Earth First! Journal for discussion of creative means of 

EFFECTIVE DEFENSE AGAINST THE FORCES OF INDUSTRIAL TOTALITARIANISM. NEITHER THE EARTH FIRST! MOVEMENT NOR 

the Earth First! Journal necessarily encourage anyone to do any of the things discussed in Dear Ned Ludd. 



Planting People for Fun and Protest 

Am/c becau^, 

Tc.aW , T idir&uj 



Dear Ned Ludd: 

Things I learned this Yule season: 1) Twine is not, 
by itself, an effective way to lock on to a bulldozer. 
2) Escape is difficult without cover; habitat fragmen- 
tation sucks. 3) Don't fuck with the guards, they can 
and will beat the shit out of you. 4) Mainstreamers 
are capable of acts requiring great heart and cour- 
age. They sometimes even howl. 5) The holidays are 
best spent with old friends doing fun stuff — viva 
Laguna. 

Two new methods of blocking a (dirt, preferably) 
road: 

One, the "Road Handler" pit. Typical protester 
planting. Dig pit to depth of armpit (or neck if your 
seedling has real hair) plus a foot. Pound in rebar 
across bottom of pit. Clip a couple of feet of heavy, 
hardened steel chain to rebar. Pin other end to side 
wall of pit. Fill bottom of pit with quick-setting 
concrete to cover rebar and end of chain . OK all 
this is business as usual. Now, throw an old steel- 
belted radial tire into pit prior to planting your 
sap(ling). Plant your vegi. With feet inside tire, the 
plantee raises said tire to around his/her knees, 
reaches underneath and secures chain around one 
ankle. A little attention to chain padding and angle 
of feet is imperative for the plantee's long-term 
viability. Pack earth around feet, under tire, in tire 
and ultimately to level of surface. The tire must rest 
just above the chain as the plantee may be the only 
one who can dig underneath the tire (if the law 
can't manage to remove it themselves — unlikely) 
and unbolt the chain to leave the hole in the dark 


of night. 

Okay, that one is drastic in regard to how much 
effort must be put out for even the planters to 
unplant their sprout. 

This next one is for the "We want to be able to go 
to the bathroom without embarrassment brigade." 

Take one standard heavy piece of concrete shaped 
like a barrel with a fitting in the top for an arm with 
a handcuff. Bury it on desired planting location to 
the surface minus a few inches. Now to spare your 
plantee dirty clothes and perhaps hair, lay a really 
big sheet of really thick plywood over the large 
hunk of politically correct cement. It is good to have 
a padded hole a tad larger than the arm of your 
roadweed appearing in the center of your plywood 
at this time. Now maybe a bit of cover dirt, a 
thermarest, loaf of bread, a jug of water, a book of 
Robinson Jeffers and thou beside me in the roadway 
are paradise enough... 

For those activists with thicker skulls, the plywood 
is the same Chinese puzzle lock piece created by the 
tire. No barrel removal 'til you lose the board, 
officer, and I think the earth hath it in mind to dull 
and impede yer saw. 

Use variations of the "puzzle-lock piece" to 
rejuvenate old thwarted strategies but be sure to 
provide for comfort and plant effectively. A compro- 
mised road block looks stupid, is demoralizing, and 
your shrubs are off to the local pokey. Be flexible. 
One or two lurking Luddites with their may be the 
second finger the dike needs (hey if your wrist is dry 
you're not having fun.). Blessings and swift feet. 



Keith McHenry with the 

FOOD NOT 
BOMBS 
Winter Tour ’95 


■ Vegan Cooking 

■ Squatling with Homes Not Jails 

• Starting an unlcensed FM radio station with a 
demonstration d a micropowered transmitter . 

■ The Food Not Bombs Greatest Hits Video 

■ Information on the Food Not Bombs 
International Gartering in 

San Francisco, June 1 5- 27, 1 995 


March 3, 1995 - Dallas/R. Worth 
March 10, 1995 - New Orleans 
March 17, 1995 - Saint Louis 
March 24, 19% - Washington DC 
March 31, 1995 - Philadelphia 
April 7, 1995 - Boston 


Food Not Bombs 

3145 Geary Blvd. #12 • San Francisco, CA 94118 USA 

1 - 800 - 884-1136 


— Molly M 



Ultimate (Frisbee) Discs 

175 grim Ultra-Star by Discraft 
EF! Fist Logo 

Black on Glo Green or Green on White 
$10 each postpaid 
Wild Rockies EF! 

Box 9286 

Missoula, MT 59807 
inquire about volume orders 


Dear Ned Ludd: 

A tip for wrenchers: 

I just had my car towed home after it broke down 
on the highway, and on the ride back in the cab of 
the tow truck, I got to listen to tow drivers chat on 
the CB with each other and with the central dis- 
patch. Every car stopped on the roadside as well as 
any vehicle driving slowly or erratically was imme- 
diately reported to the state patrol (license plate #, 
description, location). The implications for 
’wrenchers working near main roads is obvious. If 
you're feigning car trouble as a cover for a drop off/ 
pickup or if you're simply slowing down or stopping 
for a "safety rest" (i.e., scoping out that billboard in 
the field yonder) and a tow truck passes, it should 
be assumed that your description and presence is 
now part of the police record, and appropriate 
precautions should be taken. 



Dear Ned Ludd: 

The '93 Field Guide tells us that "the FBI plans to 
spend $82 million over the next five years to develop 
equipment capable of intercepting and unscrambling 
digital signals from over-the-phone transmission of 
computer data and conversations over CELLULAR 
TELEPHONES." 

The August '94 issue of The Police Chief, p. 61 tells us 
that "there are an estimated 1 7 million cellular phones 
on the road today, and roughly one-third of the wire 
tap warrants are issue for cellular phones. Not only can 
a cellular phone be wiretapped, it can also serve as a 
"homing device" to locate a particular car — identify- 
ing not only where the suspect is and where he is 
going, but also where he has been." 

Time flies when you're having fun. Let the buyer 
beware. 


— Lobo Cop 


In Defense of 
the Northern Rockies 



woodland caribou etc. on front, 
"REBEL AGAINST EXTINCTION" 
on back 


100% cotton t-shirts 

black on ash gray, natural, white, S, M, L, XL, XXL 
$ 1 5 donation payable to 
Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431 

Whitefish, MT 59937 
allow three weeks for delivery 
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Beloved of the Sky 

Essays andphotographs ondearcutting 

Edited by John Ellison 

reviewed by Jesse "Wolf" Hardin 

The travesty of industrial forestry has long been shrouded in secrecy, the 
clearcuts hidden just out of sight of passing motorists behind "beauty strips" of 
uncut trees. Like the false fronts of western movie sets, we have been suckered in 
by the facade, gratefully ignorant of the vast wasteland of stumps and eroding soil 
that has become our global legacy. Even the decision-makers, the officials of 
elected government remain largely oblivious to the rate and extent 
of the destruction. The veil of secrecy is being suddenly 
demonstrably shredded, as the incredibly potent image 
of our devastated biosphere hits home in photo 
graphs and the written word. 

Now, with the Broken Moon Press release 
Beloved of the Sky, we're given another brave 
and visionary look at both the tragedy 
and reflective beauty of contemporary 
American forests. 

Editor John Ellison tells us the idea 
for the book was hatched on a trip 
through the Olympic N ational For- 
est. What could have been a 
revisitation of his childhood 
source of wonder turned into an 
illuminating expose of man's re- 
lationship to Nature: 

"I realized how much I had 
wrongly accepted the idea that 
the old-growth forest would ex- 
ist forever," Ellison writes. He 
responds to his increased aware- 
ness in the most personal of ways, 
including compiling a collection 
of personal and intimate accounts 
sure to affect the sensibilities of 
even the most insular or jaded. It 
begins, appropriately, with The 
Crooked Wood by my dear friend Ed- 
ward Abbey: 

"I'm a hardnosed empiricist myself, 
one who believes only in what he can 
hear, see, smell, grab, bite into... But — I 
repeat — if you could spend as I did the 
sweeter part of four good years in that forest, 
scanning a sea of tree tops for a twist of smoke, 
walking beneath that canopy of leaves in the chill 
clear mornings and again in the e v enings — evenings some- 
times full of golden peace and sometimes charged with storm 
and lightning — you too might begin to wonder, not only about 
yourself but also about those beings, alive, sentient, transpiring, which 
surround you." 

Earth First! co-founder Howie Wolke exposes the "new forestry" claims 
that clearcutting serves the health of the ecosystemin any way while Ed 
Fritz tries to appeal to our economic sensibilities by pointing out that 
current forestry practices simply don't pay. Catherine Caufield's The 
Ancient Forest serves as an excellent history of the practices and values of 
modem forestry, and the conflicts with biological fact and industry sustainability. 
Gary Snyder appears with a piece from his excellent The Practice of the Wild. Other 
contributors include northwest poet Tim McNulty, Michael Frome, Peter 
Mathiessen and Forest Service reformer Jeff DeBonis. Of particular enjoyment is 
an unexpected gem by cultural anthropologist Richard Nelson, who concludes 
with a comparison between the death mythology of Alaska's Koyukon people 
and the lingering feeling of a great forest that existed once, and will surely exist 
again: 

"The candle's wick topples and drowns. Perfect blackness releases me into the 
free and boundless night, to roam in dreams through an everlasting, untram- 
meled forest; a forest that gives me breath and shelters me; a spirit forest; a forest 
that envelops me with shining, consecrated webs and binds me here forever." 


GO DOWN in EF! History 


Calling for submissions Send ideas and submissions to: 

for die 1996 EF: calendar. Calendar Project 

We are interested in: dates of milestones in EF! Journal 

Earth First!/ environmental history, pertinent FOB 1415 

quotes, photos, poetry and artwork. Eugene, OR 97440 


Prayer for the Wild Things 

Paul Winter & The Earth Band (Living Music ‘94) 


Reviewed by Jesse "Wolf" Hardin 

Much of what passes as "environmental recordings" consists of a synthesized 
drone with flute or keyboards, laminated over patent tracks of running water and 
happy bird songs. However, Paul Winter, the elder pioneer of "nature" albums has 
steadfastly continued to combine resonant acoustic instrumentation with vibrant 
recordings of the wild locations and creatures that inspired him. In a career 
spanning thirty-three albums, saxophonist/composer Winter 
has always been at his best when interacting with, as well as 
interpreting, inspirited Nature. On projects like Com- 
mon Ground, Callings, Whales Alive (with potent 
readings by Leonard Nimoy), and Canyon, Win- 
ter pared down the orchestration and con- 
centrated on the emotional communica- 
tion of each instrument, including solos 
by a revolving group of virtuoso musi- 
cians, and the clear voices of the ani- 
mals themselves. 

Now, on Prayer For The Wild 
Things, Winter has exceeded all 
previous efforts in this genre, by 
his group — or any other. There 
couldn't be a more resonant 
instrumentation, sparse and 
thunder-potent, or better place- 
ment and orchestration of ani- 
mal sounds than this. The per- 
fect-time interjection of the 
pronghorn calf's bleat, the wing 
pounding of the grouse, buf- 
falo rumble, loon call and 
whistle of bull elk are part of a 
seamless composition that brings 
to life the vitality and drama of 
the endangered mountain wilds. 
Each cut was written to paint an 
aural portrait of various contempla- 
tive moments in several places of power 
in America's northern Rockies, and sev- 
eral of the tracks were recorded atop the 
crags and next to the rivers that they 
describe. Rather than playing "over," the 
feeling is of playing "with," in symbiotic inter- 
action between woodwinds and strings, wild things, 
W£^ r and the wild human heart. 

Pi? In "White Goat Of The Rockies," a cello lays down the 
smooth nlane over which an English horn ascends and cavorts, 
mimickh j the movement j if a mountain goat kid zig-zagging up 
a slope, in "On The River," Winter's sax solo works itself airborne, 
fusing with the forms and calls of the southbound Canada geese. 
The onl; nimal or bird recording not from the wild, nonetheless 
makes for one of the most haunting cuts. Paul obtained a tape from 
a biologist of grizzly bear cubs making a contented growl/hum as 
' '• they finished suckling, and set it to Eugene Friesen's lower-chakra 
cello. The effect is almost Ov._. whelming, striking a chord deep within the listener's 
animal self. In "Night Voices" there are no instruments at all, only Nature's 
nocturnal minstrels. In "Night Into Dawn" there are no animal recordings, only an 
ensemble of acoustic instruments each taking on the voice and personality of 
particular creature. In "Dance of All Beings," Winter's sax weaves over andthrougn 
the drum and song of the Native American White Eagle Singers. 

Prayer For The Wild Things is a deep ecological soundtrack, affecting body and soul 
as well as mind, stirring that dormant region of the human mind Gary Snyder 
named "the wilderness of the unconscious." Here is a pairing of the organic and the 
sacred. The cougar and bassoon. French horn and elk bugle. Wind and raven. Prayer 
is an artistic accomplishment that goes far beyond good intent — to experiential 
excellence. 
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LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT. 


NEW SLANT ON AN OLD MESSAGE. 

BUMPERSTICKERS FROM MASSACHUSETTS EF! Help us 
raise funds while raising hell. $1.50 each plus 
.52C postage to: EF!, POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 


Subscribe 

to the 
Earth First! 
Journal 

POBox 1415 
Eugene, OR 
97440 
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BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND! 
T-SHIRTS 

EARTH FIRST! 



TERRA-IST 

100% Cotton Hanes Beefy-Ts 

Black on Red— sizes (L, XL) 

Black on Ash— sizes (L. XL) 

$11 donation plus $2 shipping 

Some people just 
don't get it 
-Big River EF! (in Exile) 

(on back) 

make donations payable to 

BLF Earth First! 

POBox 804 

Burlington, VT 05402 
allow a few weeks for delivery) 


Be Part of the 

Evolution! 


Because you think 
before you act 

5” long Chrome-Finish 
“Darwin Fish” bumper 
plaque. Adhesive-backed for 
application to your car or 
any other appropriate place 
you can think of. . . 



Plus $1 
for shipping 


Please mail payments to: 

Ring of Fire Enterprises 

P.O. Box 1618 , Dept EF, Soquel, CA 95073 . 

We ship within a week of receipt of your order. 
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HB Books 

Box 81 

Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 
Write for a FREE Catalog. 
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A GLOBAL JOURNAL OF 
SPIRITUAL ECOLOGY AND ACTIVISM. 

Talking Leaves covers model projects and model indiv- 
iduals whose actions are making a positive difference both 
locally and globally. Now printed on 1 00% tree-free paper! 





Subscriptions: 

I year (4 issues) $ 1 8 (individual) 

$30 all others 
$5 sample copy 

Send check or m.o. to: 

Deep Ecology Education Project 

1430 Willamette St. #367 
Eugene, OR 9740 1 
(503) 342-2974 


Call us for your tree-free paper needs. 

1 - 800 - 309-2974 



N 


CONCERNED ^ 
SINGLES /V 
NEWSLETTER 

links compatible 
singles who care 
about the earth, 
the environment, 
and a healthy 
society. 

itionwide • All ages • Since 1984 

BOX 555-B 
STOCKBRIDGE MA 01262 


Captain Paul Watson's 
book on strategy for 
the environmental 
movement is now 
available 


EAltnfFORCE! 
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CAPTAIN PAUL WATSON 

foreword hy 

0AV£ FOREMAN 


This limited edition, 1 28-page field 
guide on strategy applies the know- 
ledge of Sun Tzu, Miyamoto Musashi, 
Marshall McLuhan, and Captain 
Watson's own experiences towards 
environmental issues today. 

The book, with a foreword by Dave 
Foreman is available now to Sea Shep- 
herd Conservation Society members. 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAYI 
EARTH FORCE! is available for $13, 
plus $2 P& H. Autographed copies 
available for $20, plus P & H. 

EARTHFORCE! Qty x $13 = $_ 

Autographed Qty x $20 = $ 

Subtotal $ 

CA res. add Sales Tax $ 

P & H $ 2.00 

Total enclosed $ 

Name__ 

Address 

City 

State/Prov 

Zip/Postal Code 

Mail this form with your payment to: 

Captain Paul Watson, 31 07 A Washington Blvd., 
Marina del Rey, CA 90292 


I've got to get this off my chest before I explode! 

"Tomato Warning!" 


What's behind all the turmoil in our 
fruits & vegetables? Get this 90- 
minute audiotape before you eat an- 
other anemic carrot or mediocre 
potato. 

Free bonus : Depending on a doctor 
for your family's health? Uh-oh ... 

by Richard Dennis 

Note: The author is a reporter, not a doc- 
tor. Certain so-called "experts" may disagree 
with statements here. This information is for 
educational use only. 

- Special - 

"Balanced diet," my foot. 

Listen: the biggest health secret I ever 
learned ... came from an old Missouri vet- 
erinarian. lie told me most people-doctors 
are barking up the wrong tree. Showed me 
why. This secret has changed my life. Could 
do the same for you - or someone you love. 

Does the old vet know what he's talking 
about? Well, twenty years ago, he went back 
to school and became a Naturopathic Doctor. 
And in 1991, Dr. Joel Wallach was nomi- 
nated for the Nobel Prize in Medicine for his 
work with trace minerals in treating catas- 
trophic diseases of children: cystic fibrosis, 
muscular dystrophy and diabetes. 

Dr. Wallach's credentials? U of Missouri, 
1964: agriculture degree. Major: animal hus- 
bandry, nutrition. Minor: field crops, soils. 
Key motivation: nutrition effectively and 
cheaply prevents and cures animal diseases. 

What Can You Learn from 
a Cow Doctor? 

Did you know that each of these diseases 
is already cured? Diabetes, heart disease, 
muscular dystrophy, cystic fibrosis, osteo- 
porosis, arthritis. Bunch of others, too. 

Yes, each of those is HISTORY ... in 
animals, not people! A 1958 nutritional dis- 
covery by a team of farmers, veterinarians 
and chemists has prevented disease in mil- 
lions of livestock over 35 years ... and no- 
body outside the animal business seems to 
know it. Works for me. Maybe you, too. 

Minerals Before Vitamins? 

Yes. That's the key: lacking vitamins, the 
body can use minerals. But without minerals, 
vitamins are worthless. Think you get your 
minerals in a "balanced diet?" Think again. 

In 1936, US Senate Document 264 
lamented our food's lack of nutrition due to 
soil depletion. It's worse now. So chances 
are, if you’re not supplementing your diet, 
you're one of the 95% of Americans lack- 
ing in at least one major mineral. 

And please keep this in mind: many min- 
erals require other minerals to be utilized 
fully in the body. Bottom line? If you want 
to be healthy, you almost certainly need to 
add major and trace minerals in the right bal- 


ance to your diet. Why let your body slowly 
decline when - with added nutrition - you 
could help it function at peak efficiency? 

You Get Everything Dr. 
Wallach Told Me 

It's all on my 9<L minute cassette tape, 
"Tomato Warning!" 

• A 70 MILLION year- old health gold mine, 
changing people's lives, right this minute. 

• Why Florida cattle always used to die in 
the pasture 

• Why there is no "balanced diet" 

• "Ball-peon therapy:" the farmer's friend 

• Why 125,000 turkeys died of aneurysnun 
1958 

• Why sn many U.S. pioneers died young 

• The hidden problem with food supplements 
« How to ensure nutrients are actually ab- 
sorbed Into your body (a HUGE problem 
with most supplements) 

PLUS - you'll learn the specific mineral 
deficiencies which may cause: 

• achy joints • a cold or flu every year 

• acne * alcoholism * always (or never) 
thirsty :♦ anemic/pale • arthritic conditions 

• asthma • birth defects * bursitis or painful 
tendons • cancer ♦ Candida • cardiovascular 
disease • chronic tiredness • cold extremi- 
ties (or simply just cold a lot) • constipation 

• cramps • depression » dental cavities 

• digestive problems • dizziness upon 
getting up • ee/.ema • edema • family 
history of AJzhei triers, hypoglycemia, 
aneurysm, cystic fibrosis, muscular 
dystrophy, cancer, heart problems, diabetes 
or cataracts * frequent urination • goiter 

• immune system weakness • impotence 

• infertility • insomnia • irregular heart 
beats • memory loss * menstrual distress 

• hair loss • bee] or other bone spurs 

• hyperactivity ♦ hypertcnsion/irritabiJity 
•hypothermia ♦ liver problems ♦ low resis- 
tance to infection ♦ muscular weakness or 
imbalance • nervousness ♦ osteoporosis or 
Paget's disease • PMS • premature graying 
of the hair • receding gums ♦ recurrent yeast 
infections • sagging skin ♦ sexual 
dysfunction ♦ spinal curvature * tendency to 
get infections ♦ tendency for kidney stones 

• twitches or facial tics • wrinkles • and 
.MORE!; 

Special FREE Bonus: 

"Dead Doctors Don't Lie!" 

In this 60- minute audiotape, Dr. Wallach 
explains how he got started in his unusual 
(outrageous?) hobby: collecting the obituar- 
ies of medical doctors. 

Dr. Wallach: "You must lake responsi- 
bility for your health. Listen to the MDs, 
you're in trouble. I'm 54 years old. Never 
been to an MD. NEVER. I was delivered by 
a chiropractor on an old Missouri farm. 
Whatever an MD says, I do the opposite. I'm 
married to one, and I guarantee you, what- 
ever she says, I always do the opposite. 


"This profession tells you to follow their 
instructions for a healthy and long life. And I 
wondered just how good a job they did. So 1 
went to the Medical School Library at the U. 
of CA in San Diego. Pulled the Journal of 
the American Medical Association. Average 
age of the 40 MD obituaries? 58 years!!!! 
Could this statistic possibly be accurate? Be 
nice to know, wouldn’t it? Our average lifes- 
pan is 74.9. You could gain 17 years of life 
just by NOT becoming an MD!" 

Info from "Dead Doctors Don 't Lie!"'. 

• Linus Pauling, who won 2 Nobel Prizes, 
wrote volumes about the benefits of vitamin 
C. The medical doctors said he was crazy. 

Yet Linus Pauling recently died at age 93 
... far outliving those MDs. Until the last 
couple years of his life, he worked 14 hours 
a day, 7 days a week. Taught at the 
University of CA. Worked his ranch at The 
Big Sur from horseback ... long after his 
MD critics were six feel under. 

• The Harvard University Nurses study, re- 
leased March, 1993. Bet you didn't see this 
one in your newspaper. If you use margarine 
because you've been told it's healthier than 
butter, you BETTER hear about this study! 

• The 10/7/92 announcement by the 
USDA, linking vegetable oil to heart disease. 

• The five cultures on earth - from the 
Causcasus Mountains of Russia to the Andes 
of Southern Peru - whose life span runs 120 
to 140 years ... the source of their longevity 
... the secret they ALL share. 

AND Dr. Wallach reads from his MD 
obituary collection. You'll learn the truth 
behind the following premature deaths: 

• Dr. "W": age 38. Ruptured aneurysm. 

• Dr. "X": age 48. Director, hospital dial- 
ysis unit. Dead of a heart attack, jogging. 

• Dr. "Y": age 50. Professor of Internal 
Medicine at Harvard. Dead of a heart attack. 

• Dr. "Z": age 52. Surgeon. Heart attack. 

Your Guarantee 

I've had dozens of calls from "Tomato 
Warning! "buyers, grateful for all the info. I 
EXPECT the same from you. And if you're 
even the teensiest bit disappointed - just re- 
turn the tape. A refund check will go out by 
return mail - and you can keep "Dead 
Doctors Don 't Lie!" for your trouble. 

So get "Tomato Warning!" and your 
free bonus tape, "Dead Doctors Don't Lie!" 
These two audiotapes are packed with data 
from Dr. Wallach's lectures (but they don't 
have much to do with tomatoes.) 

"file cost? Only ten bucks (+ $2 S&U), 
that's all. To order bv VISA or MC, 
just call 800-441-7040 • To order 
by mail, just send your name, 
address & $12 to: Joe Piscatelli, 
3201 Kirk St., Coconut Grove, FL 
33133. You'll probably learn more nutrition 
in 2 1/2 hours than you have in the rest of 
your life. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 




Agents Wanted: Good Pay 

The newly formed Environmental Booking Agency 
(EBA) is accepting job applications for positions of 
"Booking Agent." Eight EF! musicians have joined 
together in a collective endeavor to increase the amount 
of work eco-troubadours can line up. Agents would 
receive a percentage (potentially equaling a living 
wage) for each gig they secure. Agents would receive a 
brochure featuring a brief biography of each artist 
along with press packages and tapes. The idea behind 
the project is a firm belief that music can heal the 
orld. 

Artists involved so far include Dana Lyons, 
Joanne Rand, Robert Hoyt, Alice DiMicele, Peg 
Millett, Casey Neill, Jessie "Wolf" Hardin and 
Darryl Cherney. The collective will be open to 
more artists as it establishes itself. However, per- 
formers must be biocentric, activism-focused and 
experienced. 

Booking agents may choose to book regionally, 
nationally or internationally. Please write to the E B A, 
PO Box 34. Garberville. CA 95542 for more informa- 
ti on. Send a resume or letter stating your experience 
and why you think you can handle the job. Work can 
begin immediately to book for the spring semester and 
Earth Week. Applicants must have a telephone and 
access to resources such as fax and photocopier. 

Advertise in the 
Earth First! Journal 

Ad rates are available 

vt i* rooiioct 


BC to Host Spring Rondy 

There's gonna be a Spring Rendezvous in British 
Columbia! Yes, you've heard this before — this time it's 
really happening. The dates and location will be 
announced in the next EF! Journal, so you'll have lots 
of time to get ready for all the excitement. If you can 
help out or just want more info contact Vancouver EF! 
at PO Box 176, 1472 Commercial Drive, Vancouver, 
BC V5L 3X9; (604) 473-0174. See you soon! 

Manitoba Basecamp 

Earth First! Manitoba wants you! Starting May 1, 
they'll be sponsoring a basecamp in the Nopiming 
Forest. Activities will include nonviolent direct-action 
trainings, media events, monitoring of logging opera- 
tions, biological research, and more. This will be a 
nonviolent, dmg and alcohol free, consensus-run 
basecamp. Participants should bring their own eating 
utensils and camping equipment. For more info, call 
(204) 453-9052. 

Western Shoshone 3rd 
Annual Spring Gathering 

Join tribal members and supporters of Western 
Shoshone sovereignty March 23-2 7 at the Dann Ranch 
in Crescent Valley, Nevada. Representatives of other 
Native American nations will be there to share insight 
and knowledge based upon their own people's experi- 
ences. Activities will include sunrise ceremonies, sweats, 
talk circles and a feast. Be self-sufficient with a tent, 
sleeping bag, warm clothes, rain jacket, toilet paper, 
flashlight, and utensils. Weather will be unpredict- 
able. Call (702) 468-0230 for directions. 






STOP public 

LANDS RANCHING 


EARTH DAY 1995: Free the Planet 


EMERGENCY CAMPUS 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

CONFERNECE 


FEB 25-26, 1995 • Philadelphia, PA 

Learn how to stop Newt Gingrich's congressional attack on the environment 
Plan events and actions at your school for Earth Day 1995 & heyond 
Meet hundreds of campus environmentalists from around the country 

Call for information today 
1-202-546-0263 

Sponsored by the student FTPC, Green Corps, Campus Green 
Vale, the University of Pennsylvania Environmental Group & 

600 campus environmental leaders 


Robert Hoyt Tour 

The Reverend Robert Hoyt's Newt-Bashing, Cat- 
Piss-Slinging, Traveling Folk Revival: Coming to a 
town near you! Hear him trash the US Forest Service. 
See him heal the paraplegic cat. Watch him do things 
to an acoustic guitar that ought to be against the law 
(and are in Idaho and Georgia). If your town lies along 
this route and you'd like to book a show, call Folk-The- 
Boat (404) 373-8289. 

Jan. 28 Texas SEAC Conference, Austin, TX 

Feb. 3 Release Party, Blue Door, Oklahoma City, OK 

Feb. 8 Rutamaya, Austin, TX 

Feb. 9 San Marcos, TX (tentative) 

Feb. 1 1 EF! Activist Conference 

Feb. 14 Las Cruces, NM 

Feb. 15 Albuquerque, NM (tentative) 

Feb. 19 Tucson, A Z (tentative) 

Feb. 22 Old Vic, Santa Rosa, CA 

Feb. 23 Bay Area Release Party, La Pena, Berkeley, CA 

Feb. 24 Bookends, Pt. Arena, CA (tentative) 

Feb. 25 Garberville, CA 

Feb. 28 Brewin' Beats, Areata, CA w/Clan Dyken and 
Rick Springer 

Mar. 2 Fourth St. Cafe, Ashland, OR 

Mar. 3 LAW Conference, Eugene, OR w/Casey Neill 

Mar. 5 Beanery, Eugene, OR 

Mar. 7- Urban Onion, Olympia, WA 

Mar. 19-Apr. 1 ID/MT/NE or UT/CO/MO 

Apr. 2-26 MN/WI/MO/IL/IN/OH/WV/westem PA 

Apr. 7 Oasis, St. Louis, MO 

Apr. 21 Earth Night Eve/John Muir's Birthday Party, 
Cousin Andy's, Carbondale, IL 
Apr. 26-May 25 eastern PA/NJ/NY/New England/DC 
May 26 Heartwood Forest Council, WV 


HUMAN LIFE 
MAKES ME PUKE. 

C1994 DONT TRY TIAS AT HOME! PRODUCTS/!* 8 NW 23RD PLACE. PORTLAND. OR «%• ;/> . »EM 

High Quality Bumpersticker — $3 

Don’t Try This At Home Products 
25-6 NW 23rd Place #252 
Portland, OR 97210-3534 


T-Shirts! T-Shirts! Buy! Consume! 


(front:) 


$MRCHV 

ALE 

(back:) 

No Government Can Ever Give You Freedom... 
Or Good Beer. 

Organic, unbleached T-Shirts with black/green ink. 

$ 16 /each includes tax and shipping; specify size. 
Revolution not included. Send orders to: 

Anarchy Ale, c/o NCEF!, PO Box 4796, Areata, CA 95521 
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LWOD Distributors 
PO Box 15032 
Berkeley CA 94701 
MY HEROES 


AVAia A £>*-*=. 
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HAVE ALWAYS 
KILLED COWBOYS 
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Music 



Austin Lounge Lizards Marvelous 

country-bluegrass satire. Lizard wit must be heard to 
be fully appreciated and laughed at... 

"Lizard Vision" LIVE! 

Brain Damage, He's just a friend, Jesus Loves Me (But 
He Can't Stand You)— TAPE — $10 • CD — $15 
"Paint Me on Velvet" 

1984 Blues, That Godforsaken Hellhole I Call Home, 
Paint Me On Velvet— TAPE — $10 • CD — $15 
"Highway Cafe of the Damned" Industrial Strength 
Tranquilizer, Acid Rain, When Drunks Go Bad... 

TAPE — $10 »CD — $15 
"Creatures From the Black Saloon" Saguaro, 
Anahuac, Hot Tubs of Tears, Old & Fat & Drunk... 
TAPE — $10* CD — $15 

Darryl Cherney Northern California Earth 
First! activist and media slut extraodinaire, his music 
is a campfire favorite. 

"Timber" Arizona Power Lines, Earth Night Action, 

Who Bombed Judi Bari?, Which Side Are You On, He 

Looked a Whole Lot Like Jesus — $12 

"They Sure Don't Make Hippies Like They Used 

To!" You Can't Clearcut Your Way to Heaven, Spike a 

Tree For Jesus, We're All Dead Ducks — $12 

"I Had to Be Bom This Century" REISSUED! 

Earth First!, It's CAMP, Where Are We Gonna Work 
When the Trees Are Gone ? — $12 

Lone Wolf Circles 

Lone Wolf puts his poetry to music to present a 
magical journey into the wilderness. 

"Oikos" War to Save the Wilderness, Jamming with 
Kokopelli, Green Fire — TAPE — $12 • CD — $15 

CmZENS Band Hilarious songs, biting satire, 
excellent harmonizing, and upbeat dancebility: 
"Smash the State" Greenhouse Effect, Bullshit, 
Bourgeois LaLaLaw — $12 

"A Pocketful of Rocks" Guru Blues, Lyin' Scream, 
Did Jesus Have a Baby Sister?, Red Emma — $12 

CLAN DyKEN Funky reggae with a world beat 
mix, you'll dance your feet off! 

"Family Values" Seven Generations, Telegraph Ave, 
Ho Brother, We got the Groove — $10 
"Shundahai" Spirit Trail, Song for a Nation, Love 
Conspiracy, Search of Enemies, Stolen Land — $10 

ALICE DlMlCELE One of the northwest's 
most talented musicians. Alice celebrates love and 
life with her powerful voice. 

"Naked" NEW! Trouble In Mind, Out of Control, 
Make it Last, Bring Back the Rain, The T.V. Song... 
TAPE — $12 • CD — $15 
"Searching" Defend the Earth, Land of Broken 
Promises, Lift Us Up... 

TAPE — $12 • CD — $15 
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"Too Controversial" American Dream, Everybody 
Needs to be Free, The Water is Wide... 

TAPE — $12* CD — $15 

"It's a Miracle" Not for Sale, First Snow, Like I Know 
Me, The Beaver Song... TAPE — $12 • CD — $15 
"Make a Change" Wise Old Woman, Leonard 
Peltier, Dismantle, — $12 

Robert Hoyt Robert has impressed rendez- 
vous audiences with his virtuoso guitar playing and 
southern folk sound. 

"As American As You" Apple Pie, Red Mud, Good 
Americans, It's One Of Ours, Shovelin’ Mud — $12 

Greg Keeler Witty, intelligent, country- 
western parody, Greg Keeler's songs poke fun at 
everything worth poking fun at. 

"Enquiring Minds" House Husband Blues, Bozeman 
MT, Mount Graham Sam, Planet of Morons — $10 
"Post-Modem Blues" P-U-B-L-I-C 
L-A-N-D-S, Montana Testicle Festival, Lament of the 
Laundromat, Bunny Hell, Swiss Army Beatitudes — $10 
"Bad Science Fiction" 

Cow College Calypso, Montana Banana Belt Cowboy, 
Nuclear Waste Blues, Nuclear Dioxin Queen — $10 
"Talking Sweet Bye & Bye" There'll Come A 
Revolution, Facilitators From the Sky, Idaho — $10 
"Songs of Fishing, Sheep and Guns in Montana" 
Drinkin' My Blues Away, Fossil Fuel Cowboy, Make 
Bucks Get Rich, Montana Cowboy — $10 

Katie Lee Katie Lee is the West. Her strong 
voice speaks to its canyons, plateaus, and people. 
"Colorado River Songs" Song of the Boatmen, 
Shining River, Pore Colly Raddy, Muddy River, — $10 



DANA Lyons Dana's soulful voice and strong 
guitar convey a powerful, and often humorous, 
message about the state of his state and our world. 
"Turn of the Wrench" Dancing in the Dirt, TV God, 
Turn of the Wrench, I Saw Blood... 

TAPE — $12 • CD— $15 

"Animal" RV, I Am An Animal, Building One In My 
City, I Saw His Body, Timebomb, The Tree — $12 
"At Night they Howl at the Moon" 
with John Seed. Environmental Songs for Kids: 
Have to have a Habitat, Willy the Wombat, The Tree, 
We Don't Want to Live in the Zoo 
TAPE — $12 • CD— $15 

Peg Milleti Longtime Earth First! activist, 
jailed with the "Arizona Five." Peg has one of the 
most beautiful voices you'll ever hear. 

"Clear Horizon" NEW! 

Living Planet, Testimony, He Looked a Whole lot like 
Jesus, Clear Horizon, Walk this Trail... 

TAPE — $12 • CD $17 

The CD contains all the songs from the tape plus eleven 
songs from "Gentle Warrior"; 25 songs in all. 

"Gentle Warrior" Forever Wild, High Plateau, There 
is Power, What's Left of the West, Wild Things — $12 


Casey Neill Earth-based lyrics and fast finger- 
picking combine with emotive vocals, including 
back-ups by Citizens Band folks. 

"Pawprints" All My Relations, Naked Underneath 
Your Clothes, Resistance!, The Power, G.O.P. — $12 

Bill Oliver Texan Bill Oliver sings witty and 
rollicking songs that delighted Earth First!ers for 
years at RRR campfires and rallies. 

"Better Things To Do" Turtle Island, Rio Grande 
Valley, Muir Power To You, Better Things To Do — $10 
"Texas Oasis" Have to Have a Habitat, Pretty Paper/ 
Pretty Trees, Shopping Maul, Village Creek, Holes — $10 

Joanne Rand Joanne's strong and versatile 
voice climbs and dances through her powerful 
songs and music. 

"Live" Never Alone, Seven Mile Beach, Sacred Space, 
Working Woman, Earth My Body, Love and Lies — $12 
"Choosing Sides" Koyaanisqatsi, Gotta Give All You 
Have, Privileged Class, I Love It... 

TAPE— $12 • CD— $15 

"Home" I'll Be Washed Away, Home, Radiation On 
My Windshield, Banks of Time, Eyes Like Salmon — $12 

Walkin' Jim Stoliz Walkin' Jim's deep, 

powerful voice and wilderness-inspired lyrics will 
launch a howl in your heart. 

"The Vision" NEW! Wild Wind, Thinking Like a 
Mountain, The Food Chain Song, Way Out West— $10 
"A Kid for the Wild" Slugs and Bugs, Ain't Easy 
Bein' An Ol' Grizzly Bear, If I Were A Tree — $10 
"Listen to the Earth" River Runnin' Through It, I'm 
Goin' Back To Idaho, Montana Moon In The Pines, 
Walkin' In the Track of the Lion — $10 
"Forever Wild" Let Me Listen To The Wind, Green 
and Growing, Wolf Song, Forever Wild — $10 
"Spirit Is Still On The Rim" All Along the Great 
Divide, Yellowstone Tales, Lone Coyote Ways — $10 



Hey! Look at 


Desert Camo—$10 
Green Forest Camo — $10 
Tan— $10 

Rubber Stamps 

Earth First! Fist— $5 
Tools— $5 

Patches 

Earth First! Fist— $2.50 

Silent Agitators 

Earth First! Fist— 30/$ 1 .SO 
Tools— 30/$ 1 .50 
No Deal, Assholes— 30/$l. 50 

Window Stickers 

Earth First ! Fist—4/$l 
No Cows — 4/$l 


Free Primers! 

Earth First! Primer 

Not One More Road 


Trinkets & Snake Oil 
Wake Up! 


Consumer! 


T-Shirts 

All t-shirt designs are now available 
in XXL for an additional $3. 

EF! Fist 

Green Fist on unbleached 
M, L, XL— $10 
Black Fist on green or red 
S, M, L, XL— $12 

Multi-color Fist on black or forest green 
M, L, XL— $13.50 

Free the Earth 

Turquoise, M, L, XL — $12 

No Fucking Compromise 

Black, M, L, XL— $12 

EF! Tools 

Unbleached 
M, L, XL— $10 

A Higher Law: 

Unbroken Wilderness Forever 

Multicolor on unbleached 
M, L, XL— $12 

Visualize Direct Action 

Black on unbleached 
M, L, XL,— $10 




Bumperstickers 


All bumperstickers $1.00 unless otherwise indicated. 


•American Wilderness: 

Love it or Leave it Alone 
•Another Mormon on Drugs 
•Anti-cow assortment (doz. @ $2) 
•Copulate Don’t Populate 
•Darwin 

•Developers Go Build in Hell 
•Don’t Like Environmentalists? 

Put Them Out of Work 
•Dream Back the Bison, 

Sing Back the Swan 
•Earth First! 

•Fight The Power! 

•Hayduke Lives! 

•I’d Rather Be Monkey wrenching 
•If Your Pecker Was as Small as Mine, 
You’d Need a Muscle Wagon, Too 
(on cheap paper @ .50 ea) 

•Love Your Mother, Don’t Become a Father 
•Love Your Mother, Don’t Become One 
•Native 

•Nature Bats Last 


•Not Politically Correct 
•Pay Your Rent, 

Work For The Earth 
•Question Technology 
•Real Men Don’t Shoot Wolves 
•Real Men Get Vasectomies 
•Rescue the Rainforest 
•Resist Much, Obey Little 
•Save the Dammed Salmon 
•Save the Wild 
•Stop Clearcutting 
•Stop Clearcutting 
(on cheap paper @ .50 ea) 

•Stop Public Lands Ranching 
•Stop the Forest Service, 

Save Our Wild Country 
•Subvert the Dominant Paradigm 
•Thank You For Not Breeding 
•Think Globally, Act Locally 
•Visualize Industrial Collapse 
•Wolves, Not Cows 


Clip and send to: EF! Journal, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 

MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 


# Description Color Size Amount 
































NAME STREET TOTAL 



CITY STATE ZIP 

Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. Gall us at (503) 741-9191 if you haven’t received your order. Please use this form for ordering. Thanks! 
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Earth First! Songbook 

The first compilation of Earth First! music in seven years. 

If you have vocal chords you are qualified to use this book. 

Seventy-seven songs/33 artists/Guitar ChordsAnfo — $10 

ECODEFENSE: A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 

By Dave Forman and Bill Haywood. 

The most controversial book ever printed. Extensively revised, expanded third edition. 
Nedd Ludd Books, 350 pages — $18 

If An Agent Knocks 

Helpful information about how to handle a visit from those pesky FBI agents. 

Thirty pages in both Spanish & English — $ 1 

The Monkeywrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey. The definitive Earth First! classic. Join Bonnie, Doc, Seldom and the 
infamous Hayduke on an epic monkeywrenching adventure. The National Observer 
says "A sad, hilarious, exuberant, vulgar fairy tale.. .it'll make you want to go out and 
blow up a dam." 387 pages Fiction — $6 

I 

A Sand County Almanac 

With Essays on Conservation from Round River 

By Aldo Leopold. 

Some say this was the first book written with a deep ecology perspective. Leopold takes 
readers on a fantastic tour of our priceless environment — the mountains and the 
prairies, the deserts and the coastlines. A must read! 226 pages — $9 

Timber Wars and 
Other Writings 

By Judi Bari 

In a fierce and uncompromising collection of essays, Judi describes life in defense of the 
forest, opposing logging of redwoods in Northern California. 89 pages — $12 

Waste of the West: 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs. This monster tells you everything you ever wanted to know about cows 
in the West. It is a necessity for grazing and public lands activists. Contact lists, 
statistics, 500-item bibliography, index over 1000 illustrations (photos, cartoons, 
graphics, charts, maps) 8 1/2" x 11" paperback, 602 pages — $28 

Wilderness on the Rocks 

By Howie Wolke. Wolke argues with logic and passion that our undeveloped public 
lands are wilderness on the rocks. The forward, "George Hayduke's Code of the Eco- 
Warrior, " may be Ed Abbey's last published work. Tables, black & white photos, 
bibliography. Ned Ludd Books, paperback, 246 pages — $15 






How did you hear 

Clip and send to 

Earth First! Journal 

PO Box 1415 


of the EF! Journal? 



Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 741-9191 



O 

O 

O 

O 


O 

O 

O 

O 


Subscriber Name. 
Address 


City- 


State- 


Country 


Zip. 


The Earth First! subscription list is kept entirely confidential. If you use an alias, make sure that the post office knows that you, 
or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name, or it may not be delivered. We don ’t trade lists either. 
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Earth First! Directory 


ALASKA 

Alaska EF! Wally World 
POB 670647, Chugiak, AK 99567 
Mike or Erik 

POB 2602, Sitka, AK 99835 
(907) 747-6962, fax (907) 747-8813 

ARIZONA 
Phoenix EF! 

POB 8795, Phoenix, AZ 85066 
Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
CALIFORNIA 
Northcoast EF! 

POB 4796, Areata, CA 95521 
(707) 839-5847 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Cherney 

POB 34, Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
(707) 468-1660 
Mendocino Earth First! 

106 W. Standley, Ukiah, CA 95482 
(707) 468-1660 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

Bay Area EF! Hotline (510) 848-8724 

Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
Western Wolves Infoletter 
18032-C Lemon Dr #127 
Yorba Linda, CA 92686 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4960-593, Irvine, CA 92716 
(714) 451-3578 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 906-6833 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102 
Pasadena, CA 91107-6921 
(909) 338-5856 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 33663, San Diego, CA 92163 

COLORADO 

Walkabout 

POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 
(303) 943-2354 

San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 

Michael Lewinski 

2040 16th St., Boulder, CO 80302 

(303) 443-7436 

Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
Email:aq328@freenet.hsc.colorado.edu 
Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Kirsten Atkins 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Roaring Fork EF! 

Ill Polo Road 

Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Alachua EF! 

POB 13016, Gainesville, FL 32604 

GEORGIA 
Students for 

Environmental Awareness 
Tate Student Center, U of GA 
Athens, GA 30602 


HAWAII 

Christopher Hope-Cowing 
POB 1031, Makawao, HI 96768 
(808) 572-2546 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation 
1714 Heron, Boise, ID 83702 
Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 882-9755, fax (208) 883-0727 
ILLINOIS 
Chicago EF! 

POB 6424, Evanston, IL 60204 
Red Buffalo EF! 

POB 185, Normal, IL 61761 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 

INDIANA 

South Central Indiana EF! 

POB 411, Madison, IN 47250 
Mike McKinney 
10587 Oak Knoll Dr. East 
Rome City, IN 46784 
IOWA 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

POB 305, Iowa City, IA 52244 
(319) 338-4743 

MAINE 

Maine EF! 

POB 183, Harmony, ME 04942 
(207) 499-2823 (message #) 

Solon EF! 

RFD 1, Box 4025, Solon, ME 04979 
(207) 643-2732 

Bob and Amy 

POB 5608, Augusta, ME 04330 
MARYLAND 
Anacostia-Rock Creek EF! 

POB 5625, Takoma Park, MD 20913 
(301) 270-0857 
Westminster EF! 

217 Kirkhoff Rd. 

Westminster, MD 21158 
(410) 857-1029 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass EF! 

POB 708, Littleton, MA 01460-2708 

Eco-boy 

POB 3150 

Martha's Vineyard, MA 02557 
Mid-Connecticut River Valley EF! 
POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 
Urban Sprawl EF! 

POB 128, Rockland, MA 02370 

MICHIGAN 

Red Cedar EF!/ 

MSU Mt. Graham Coalition 

127 Whitehills Drive 

E. Lansing, MI 48823 

(517)351-4490 

MINNESOTA 

Big Woods EF! 

c/o Arise! Bookstore 

2117 Lyndale Ave. South 

Minneapolis, MN 55405 

MISSOURI 

Big River EF! 

50 Clarkson Ctr., Suite 493 
Chesterfield, MO 63017 
Ray O McCall 
Rt. 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 

Pink Planarians 

POB 484, Columbia, MO 65201 

MONTANA 
Keep It Wild! 

POB 1121, Whitefish, MT 59937 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
WREF! (406) 728-5733 (message #) 


Earth First! Campaigns 


The Boycott Quarterly 
POB 64, Olympia, WA 98507 
Carmageddon c/o EF1UK 
9 Cazenove Road 
London, N16 6PA UK 
Cascadia Fire Ecology Project 
POB 3563, Eugene, OR 97403 
Coast Watch 

POB 1811, Rockland, ME 04841 
Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers 
Video Project 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 376-7329, fax 631-7958 


6 Projects 

Grizzly Bear Task Force 
POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
Kids for Konservation 
Eagle Watch 

POB 78124, Tucson, AZ 85703 

Oceans Task Force 

c/o Ridley, 300 Broadway, Suite 28 

San Francisco, CA 94133 

Ranching Task Force 

POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 

(602) 578-3173 

Video Warriors 

POB 2182 , Berkeley, CA 94702 


Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 585-9211 

NEBRASKA 
Buffalo Bruce 

370 Bordeaux Rd., Chadron, NE 69337 

(308) 432-3458 

NEW IERSEY 

Dirty, Rotten Radicals 

103 Delavan St. 

New Brunswick, NJ 08901 
PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 
NEW YORK 

Greater Adirondack Bioregion 
1523 Phoenix Avenue 
Schenectady, NY 12308 
Wetlands Preserve/James Hansen 
161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244, fax (212) 925-8715 
Foghorn 

Quadrilateral Commisson 
POB 703, Huntington, NY 11743 
(516) 424-6499 

NORTH CAROLINA 

KatuahEF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

POB 14113, Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
(216) 461-9832 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
OREGON 
Stumptown EF! 

POB 42361, Portland, OR 97242 
Reed College EF! 

Reed College SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Central Ecotopia EF! 

427 SW Madison 113 
Corvallis, OR 97333 
(503) 758-2930 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 343-7305 
Kangaroo EF! 

POB 332, Williams ,OR 97544 
The New Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(503) 592-3386 

Blue Mts. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Preserve Appalacian Wilderness/ 
Mid-Atlantic Biodiversity Project 
917 Church St., Indiana, PA 15701 
(412) 349-5936 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 

Antoinette Dwinga 

842 Library Ave., Carnegie, PA 15106 

Scott Thiele 

RD #4, 237-A Elk Lane 

Montrose, PA 18801 

TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF! 

Tennesse Valley Faction 

POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 

(615) 624-3939 

TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

POB 7292, U Stn., Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 320-0413 
Corpus Christi EF! 

4114 Claudia 
Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 2120 
Point Blank, TX 77364 
UTAH 

Lies Collective 

POB 13087, Ogden, UT 84412-3087 

VERMONT 

Two Rivers EF! 

POB 85, Sharon, VT 05065 
Biodiversity Liberation Front 
The ALARM 

J.R., POB 804 , Burlington, VT 05402 

VI RGINIA 
Virginia EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 
(703) 885-6983 

Sherman 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 

WASHINGTON 
Inter-Island EF! 

POB 1491, Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
Olympic EF! 

Whole Bird, 112 Umatilla 
Port Townsend, WA 98368 







A UST RA UA 

Rainforest Information Centre 

John Seed 

POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21-85-05 
EF! Australia 
Canopy and Noemi, POB 1738Q 
GPO, Melbourne, Victoria 
(03) 354-7972, fax (03) 416-2081 
CANADA 

Terra Prima/W. Canada EH 
620 View St. Suite 618 
Victoria, BC V8W 1J6 
(604) 383-1560 
EF! Vancouver 

PO Box 176, 1472 Commercial 
Vancouver, BC V5L 3X9 
(604) 473-0174 
Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
EF! Manitoba 
15-222 Osborne St. South 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 
(204) 453-9052 
EF! Toronto 

PO Box 70, 1576 Queen St West 

Toronto, Ontario M5T 2K4 

EF! Ottawa 

Box 4612 Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 

EF! Montreal 

Diffusion Noire 

BP 852, Sue. Desjardins 

Montreal, Quebec H5B 1B9 

DENMARK 

EF! Denmark 

c/o Troels Floe, 5,th 

43 Absalonsgade, 1658 Copenhagen V 

(45) 31228241 

ENGLAND 

(Over 60 local groups exist in the British 
Isles, for a list, write to one of them.) 
Leeds EF! 

16 Sholebroke Ave., Chapeltown 
Leeds LS7 3HB, Yorkshire 
(0532) 629427 or 629365 
e-mail: comerstone@gn.apc.org 
London EF! 

Cooltan Bldg., 372 Coldharbour Ln. 
Brixton, London, SW9 
(071) 737-0100 
Manchester EF! 

Dept. 29, 1 Newton St. 

Piccadilly, Manchester Ml 1HW 
(061) 225-7128 


Far changes to the Directory 
write or call: 

Earth First! Journal 

POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 741-9191 


Seattle EF! WA EF! Bulletin 
POB 60164, Seattle, WA 98160 
Cheetwoot EF! ENTMOOT! 

POB 10147, Olympia, WA 98502 
Okanogan Highlands EF! 

POB 361, Republic, WA 99166 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 
Charles Sullivan 

Rt. 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, W V 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

Wishetee 

POB 226, Glenville, WV 26351 

WISCONSIN 

Four Lakes EF! 

Madison Peace Co-op 
731 State, Madison, WI 53711 
(608) 255-8765 
Madison EF! 

Midwest Headwaters 

POB 14691, Madison, WI 53714 

(608) 241-9426 

Hank Bruse 

235 Travis Drive 

Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 

(715) 423-5636 

Pat O'Brien 

PO Box 725 

Oshkosh, WI 54902 

(414) 426-2357 

\ 

Fund for Wild Nature 
A non-profit, tax-exempt foundation 
which funds scientific research, 
education and literature projects. 
Funding proposals can be sent to: 

Fund for Wild Nature 
5337 College Ave., Suite 308 
Oakland, CA 94618 

(510)653-5070 . 


Des Keane, 48 Bethel Street 
Norwich, Norfolk 
(0603) 631007, fax (0603) 666879 
e-mail: gn:reforest 
Oxford EF! 

Box E, 111 Magdalen Road 
Oxford OX4 IRQ 
(0865) 201706/202706 
fax (0865) 201705 
E-mail: gmeartharc 
South Downs EF! 

Prior House, 6 Tilbury Place 
Brighton/East Sussex BN2 2GY 
GERMANY 
EF! Germany 

Avalon, Friedrich-Ebert-Str. 24 
45127 Essen 

INDIA 
Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 

(009) 484-25435 SAVE 

Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya LokPATNA-800 001 

Bihar, Post Box 229 

PHILIPPINES 

Ariel Betan, Green Forum 

3rd Floor, Liberty Building 

Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 

(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 

POLAND 

Workshop For All Beings 
ul. Modrzewskiego 29/3, 

43-300 Bielsko, Biala 
fax: 0048-30-29496 

RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80 
e-mail: tretyput@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93 
e-mail: rk@glas.apc.org 
SCOTLAND 
Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
+44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 
fax +44 (0)41 424 3688 
e-mail: scotree@gn.apc.org 

SLOVAKIA 
Earth First! 

A. Hlinku 11, 96001 Zvolen 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
c/o Nadia Shevchenko 
Glushkova 17-22, Kiev, 252187 
(044) 266-93-10 
e-mail: nadla@glas.apc.org 


Jailed Activists 
Addresses 

Mark Davis 
#23106-008 
Federal Prison Camp 
POB 1000, Boron, CA 93596 

Lise Olson 
B48426, POB 5001 
Dwight, IL 60420 

North American 
ALF Support Group 

POB 8673, Victoria, BC 
CANADA V8X 3S2 


Pathetic Plea 
for Money 


Hey all you trust-fund babies 
and corporate CEO wanna- 
bes! How’s about sending 
some of that cash you have 
buried in the back yard to us 
dirt-poor activists? You can 
donate directly to any of the 
hard working groups listed 
here and/or to us at the Earth 
First! Journal. Make checks 
payable to Earth First! We 
promise to not spend the 
money on Wild Turkey and 
no-salt tortilla chips unless 
provoked. Thank-you in 


generosity. 
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Pacific Lumber Threatens Headwaters 

Owl Creek Victory Triggers Plans for Revenge 


by Marble C. Byrd 

Days after a legal victory for the elusive marbled 
murrelet, Pacific Lumber announced a plan to log 
Headwaters Grove — the largest unprotected redwood 
grove on Earth and prime habitat for this rare bird. On 
February 27, Federal District Court Judge Louis Bechtle 
ruled in Marbled Murrelet v. Pacific Lumber Company, 
that logging of the redwood-laden Owl Creek grove in 
southern Humboldt County would threaten this rare 
seabird and adversely impact its old-growth habitat. 
The strongly worded decision was a sweeping 
indictment of the way Pacific Lumber Company (PL) 
conducts business, citing fraudulent wildlife survey 
techniques as unreliable and "highly suspect." The 
lawsuit, filed by the Environmental Protection 
Information Center (EPIC), stems from PL's illegal 
logging of ancient redwoods in Owl Creek during the 
Thanksgiving Day massacre of 1992, in which Earth 
First! successfully shut down logging through three 
intense days of direct action. 

The marbled murrelet is listed as a threatened species 
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) due to de- 
struction of its habitat, primarily from logging. The 
federal judge permanently enjoined logging in Owl 
Creek and concluded that implementation of PL's 
proposed Timber Harvest Plan (THP) would suffi- 
ciently "harm" and "harass" the murrelet to constitute 
a "take" of the species under the ESA. This case is one 
of the early challenges to logging on private land 
under the ESA, and we have already witnessed a 
backlash from property rights advocates and Wise-Use 
cronies in the pro-timber media on the North Coast. 
CDF Grants Exemption 

Just three days after the Owl Creek victory, PL 
announced that they were going to lift their five 
year moratorium on logging Headwaters and begin 
cutting in the Headwaters Grove. PL filed a THP 


with the California Department of 
Forestry (CDF) to punch a road into 
the heart of the Headwaters Grove, 
and a 6000-acre exemption to log 
"dead, dying, and diseased" trees in 
this pristine ancient forest. 

As shown in the Owl Creek case, even 
PL's own maps designate this area as 
extensive marbled murrelet habitat. The 
PL "moratorium," of course, was never 
really voluntary. Eight lawsuits by EPIC 
and the Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund 
since 1986 have halted all of PL's illegal 
attempts to log Headwaters by upholding 
otherwise unenforced state and federal 
wildlife laws. 

The exemption is particularly signifi- 
cant in that it allows PL to remove ten percent of forest 
volume with absolutely no environmental review or 
agency approval. After nine years of injunctions and 
protests, it is fitting that PL would attempt to make its 
final move by circumventing the law entirely. They 
actually claim that the forest is diseased and needs 
thinning because there has never been logging in it. 

Predictably, PL claims that the recent court ruling 
has no implications on the new filings, despite the fact 
that the decision clearly states "...the harvesting of 
THP-237 [Owl Creek], or any other significant portion 
of the marbled murrelets' critical nesting habitat in 



The plaintiff in Marbled Murrelet v. Pacific Lumber Company. 

southern Humboldt County, will result in a high 
probability that the remaining population of marbled 
murrelets in this region will become extinct." 
Victory for the Murrelet 
The Owl Creek ruling was a major indictment of PL's 
scientific methodology and credibility: "...there is 
sufficient evidence in the record for the court to find 
that PL administered its marbled murrelet surveys at 
THP-237 with the intent to either avoid detecting 
marbled murrelets or, to the extent that making 
detections could not be helped, to grossly understate 
the marbled murrelets presence in THP-237." 

Continued on page 5 



On February 8, Tom Fullum and Mike Roselle (Mike's the short one) became the first two 
protesters arrested under the Idaho “Earth First! law" when they blocked the entrance to the Noble 
Road outside the Cove/Mallard Timber Sale in Idaho. The felony and misdemeanor charges 
against both were later dismissed. 

The Noble sale, the second of nine to be cut at Cove/Mallard, consists of 18 logging units containing 
11.5 million board feet Four clearcuts were completed after The Wilderness Society (see subsequent 
stories this issue) dropped its lawsuit The Noble Sale is on hold now until the end of elk calving season in 
mid-June. However, the Freddies can still go into non-calving areas like the Jack Sale — awarded to Shearer 
Lumber of Elk City in February — and roadbuild this spring when the area dries out 


Chinook Salmon Nearly 

Gone from Idaho 


by Erik Ryberg 

I am growing increasingly ill-humored about Chinook salmon. My demeanor has 
become sullen, my moods are universally black and a dark cloud seems to hang 
about my person, a cloud of anger, of hatred; a cloud of resentment. 

I resent that an army of dull-witted self-satisfiers came to Idaho a few decades ago 
and, eyes aglow with greed and fogged by visions of numberless electrical appli- 
ances, began to build dams. In Hell's Canyon! In Hells Canyon! How can it be? There 
is just no explaining it. A person could grope about for an answer all his life and not 
find one, even a puny little unworthy one. A person could devote every min ute of 
every hour of her every day dedicated to the single pursuit of some fragment of 
understanding, and she would die alone, unhappy, and broke from the unrelenting 
toil of it. 

The thought that someone would willingly trade Hell's Canyon and Snake River 
chinook salmon for a blow-dryer and a bathroom fan is just too awful to ponder. 
I urge you, reader, do not begin, for you will end up like me. Your friends will leave 
you, unable to endure your maddened and solitary foulness. 

Nobody knows a god-damned thing about Snake River chinook salmon, which 
suits me just fine. Nobody knows why it enters their head one day to light out for 
the ocean, after one or two years spent at their birthplace up in the mountains of 
Idaho. And, nobody knows why, two or three or four or five years later they decide 
to come back from their fishy wanderings off the coast of Alaska. And I mean back. 
Back to the very same spot they were born, and they're serious about it These fish 
mean business. These fish don't compromise. These fish are tough . These are wild fish, 
and they don't pause for any sight-seeing, either. They don't make any wrong turns; 
they don't mess about with fruitless small-talk, they don't take no for an answer. 
They aren't like those hatchery fish, those poor little brainless things with big-city 
angst and a bad sense of direction. No, these are some bad-ass fish, and if you ever 

Continued on page 14 
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After the Fall: strategy without law 


by Craig Beneville 

While this America settles in the mould of its vulgarity, 
heavily thickening to empire, 

And protest, only a bubble in the molten mass, pops 
and sighs out, and the mass hardens, 

I sadly smiling remember that the flower fades to make 
fruit, the fruit rots to make earth. 

Out of the mother; and through the spring exultances, 
ripeness and decadence; and home to the mother... 

— Robinson Jeffers 


Things are bad. 

It is not exaggeration to say a thirty year history of 
environmental law is being thrown away before our eyes. 

With the dismantling of environmental law, the direct 
action environmental movement is poised for a resurgence — 
if only for the unfortunate reason that it is the last line of 
defense against the corporate marauders. If this resurgence is 
to be effective, however, it is vital that we be politically smart; 
we need to be conscious of strategy. 

We flounder because we tend to operate under textbook 
notions of democracy rather than real ones. In particular I 
refer to the notion that political decisionmaking is a matter 
of competing interest groups vying for the support of impar- 
tial political representatives who carefully weigh competing 
alternatives. The environmental movement becomes one 
more interest group, counterbalanced by the interest groups 
of the logging industry or development or mining. This 
textbook notion says that if only we lobby hard enough, if 
only we can rally the numbers, write enough letters, make 
enough phone calls, then the decisions will be made in our 
favor. 

This assumption is wrong. 

The point we miss is that business and industry are not so 
much an interest group as they are partners of the govern- 
ment, whose role it is to see to it that the day-to-day workings 
of empire are completed. The workings, that is, of employ- 
ment, of the movement of commodities, of the exploitation 
of natural resources that fuel our society. If government does 
not provide the proper incentives (i.e., lax environmental 
regulations), industry will simply stop providing these func- 
tions. Business has, in the words of political scientist Charles 
Lindbloom, a "privileged position" in our society, one ea- 
gerly granted by politicians whose number one criteria for 
popularity (and hence, survival) is the state of the economy. 

Policy is imprisoned; politicians are constrained in their 
range of policy alternatives to those which will not unduly 
affect business in its role. To go outside these boundaries is 
to risk our society's one true sacred cow: the economy. No 
politician will risk the economy because it is the primary 
measure of political success, and ones that do will not remain 
in their position long. 

There is, then, a structural impediment in our system of 


governance which, ultimately, is nearly insurmountable for 
lobbying to overcome. We can gain certain victories; the 
system is not completely impermeable, especially to legisla- 
tion not perceived as an economic threat. But the bottom' 
line is that when there is a serious collision — or the perception 
of a serious collision — between environmental law and the 
economy, the economy will emerge the victor. 

This is all an overcomplicated way to say nothing new: the 
system is stacked against us. Power and money rule . Econom- 
ics iiber alles. But I bring it up because examining the 
wreckage of the environmental movement (and let's face it, 
it is a wreck), I can't help but wonder if part of the reason for 
the crash was an acceptance of the political order; that is, an 
overwillingness to work through "proper" channels. Chan- 
nels that by default tacitly support the existence of a system 
whose foundations are contrary to the goals we are pursuing. 

Which brings us back to strategy. There is general consen- 
sus within the EF! movement of the need for a fundamental 
change. That much is clear to anyone paying attention. 
What is less clear, however, is how the needs of biodiversity 
are best served in the near future. In light of the structural 
barriers discussed above, should we pursue avenues of resis- 
tance that are more overtly revolutionary? Or would 
biodiversity be best served by a strategy that acknowledges 
the limitations within the system, but works for the strongest 
law possible because hopes of radical reform are too utopian? 
Perhaps we would be best off focusing less on law and more 
on making life hell for the eco-plunderers in the field? 

Send your answers in to the Journal, address at right. 

* * * 

Some general housekeeping. We are still looking for a 
fourth long term editor. Give us a call if you're interested. Or 
come out to Eugene for just one issue, as a short term editor. 

Judging from the mail, there seems to be some misperceptions 
about the "great tree spiking debate." Some people seem 
uncomfortable with the disagreement within the paper, urg- 
ing for more unity and less divisiveness. "What's going on?" 
they ask. Well, the Journal staff in fact solicited the spiking 
articles. There was a feeling both among the staff and within 
the movement that the discussion had been suppressed, and 
it was time to fully bring it into the open. 

We hope to continue to bring equally controversial topics to 
the pages of the paper, and that people can continue to 
articulate their positions respectfully, avoiding the petty per- 
sonal condemnations that have plagued our pages in the past. 


Err a ta 

In the last issue, we failed to credit the Wild Forest 
Review lor allowing us to reprint Jeff St. Chair's article 
"Losing it at the Courthouse." You can contact them 
at PO Box 86373, Portland, OR 97286, phone 
(503) 788-1994. Subscriptions to this incisive — and 
“'"*'“ *** - I are $25. ;; 


Eostar by Peggy Sue McRae 

Eostar, Saxon Goddess of Spring takes the form of a white rabbit. She 
brings the dawn. The sun rises at equinox directly out of the east. Across 
bright spongy earth shafts of sunlight dazzle dew refracting golden 
colors. In ancient days it is said that the blue robed druid priest- 
esses used gorse blossoms to dye eggs scarlet in honor of the sun. 

Spring Equinox is sacred to the Norse Goddess Iduna. Iduna 
grows magic apples in her western garden and on the first day 
of Spring she turns herself into a sparrow to bring joy into 
the world. 

In Spring memory mingles with desire to create new 
growth. Roots reach hungrily into decay for nourishment. 

Leaves uncurl yearning for warmth and light. Unavoidable 
risks are taken. Eggs crack open. Tulips burst into flaming 
red and yellow stripes. Frogs sing. Bears wake up hungry. 
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■ rm« CORPORATE ENVIRONMENTALISM 

\f U1 • IN THE Age of Newt 


The following is a transcription of a speech Jeffrey St. 
Clair delivered on a lively panel discussion entitled 
"Foundation/Corporate Control Over Environmental 
Organizations "at the recent Land Air Water Conference in 
Eugene, Oregon. On the panel with St. Clair was Michael 
Donnelly and Wise Use leader Ron Arnold, who shared the 
results of his investigations into the environmental 
movement. 

When word leaked out that Donnelly and I had 
invited Ron Arnold to be on this panel, the main- 
stream greens that I know went apoplectic. I got 12 or 
13 well meaning but frightened folks calling me de- 
manding that he be kicked off. There were nasty faxes, 
obscene E-mails; they said Donnelly and I would be 
perceived as traitors. I was thinking, well, we've al- 
ready been called that. 

This is, of course, absolute hysterical nonsense. If we 
have any chance of prevailing as a political move- 
ment, as a movement for social change, we have got to 
demystify our so-called opposition. Cut behind the 
demonizing propaganda, the outlandish rhetoric. Who 
knows? Perhaps we'll find some common ground. 
Perhaps we'll even find some common enemies, like 
transnational corporations, a malevolent central gov- 
ernment, even some environmental corporations. You 
gotta say this for Ron though, because he's been 
quoted, and I don't know how accurately it is (God 
knows), as saying he is obsessed with destroying the 
environmental movement. All I can say is Ron, you 
might want to get a new obsession, because we've got 
some national environmental groups like The Wilder- 
ness Society and the Sierra Club that are doing a damn 
fine job of that right now. 

I just returned from a week in DC, up on the hill 
(hell) and its a bleak landscape you know. There's a 
dark cloud spreading out from the capitol across the 
country. I think, however, our national environmen- 
tal leaders, though they would sooner perish than 
admit this, but they see a silver lining to these sable 
clouds that loom over our capitol. Already their vast 
direct mail machinery is cranking out a dark litany of 
threats to the environment and a desperate cry for cash 
to fight the dreaded Newt. 

The precedent is James Watt. The venal but utterly 
harmless Watt was a bankbook bonanza to these 
groups, who cast the Reagan's Interior Secretary as 
Ghengis incarnate. Memberships doubled, budgets 
tripled, everyone packed up. They hired CEOs for 6 
figure salaries. They closed their grassroots office and 
moved to headquarters. Glossy ones in DC. 

But there was a terrible price to pay for this. As Dave 
Foreman recounts in his book Confessions of an 
Ecowarrior, the so-called "Watt effect" quickly neu- 
tered the environmental movement as a political 
force. I don't think there's a better word for it today 
either because I think they've been re-Newtered. 

In the 1980s [the environmental movement] be- 
came soft, it became corporate, it became politically 
ductile. What it gained in techno analysis, and lawyerly 


clout, and legislative access, it lost in vision, it lost in 
common sense, it lost in a connection with the people. 
And it lost in effectiveness. 

Meanwhile, the corporate headquarters of America 
had been economically bruised by the environmental 
movement, the grassroots environmental movement 
of the 60's and the 70's. They'd been frustrated by the 
inability of their Reaganite friends like Watt and Anne 
Gorsuch-Burford to gut federal regulations. But they 
found a better path to mastery over these groups. Buy 
them! Turn them into us! Contributions from corporate 
foundations to natipnal environmental organizations 
soared during the 1980s, accounting for a significant, 
if not controlling, portion of the budgets of groups like 
the Natural Resources Defense Council [NRDC], the 
Environmental Defense Fund, and The Wilderness 
Society. And the key 
foundation players here, who 
are they? Who are these key 
foundation players? 

Rockefeller, Pew, W Alton 
Jones. These are the 
philanthropic subsidiaries of 
the major US owned oil 
companies. And they advocate 
extremely conservative social 
agendas. 

One of the biggest funders is 
Pew Charitable Trust. They 
pack a four-billion dollar en- 
dowment. They distribute mil- 
lions. Across the spectrum — 
from right-wing causes like the 
Billy Graham crusade, the 
Christian anti-communist cru- 
sade and the wretched Hudson 
Institute — to the Sierra Club 
Legal Defense Fund [SCLDF] 

and the Western Ancient Forest Campaign. Why? 

Do you know the first grants Pew gave out were to 
suppress civil rights demonstrations in the workplace 
back in the forties and the fifties? These are the kind of 
foundations that we are taking money from. They 
have an agenda. The Pew family, by the way, were 
early and lavish supporters of Bill Clinton's Demo- 
cratic Leadership Council. There is a connection with 
Clinton that goes very deep. Now like the old oil 
monopolies, the big eastern foundations that now run 
the environmental movement don't act alone. They 
pool their resources under the auspices of the Environ- 
mental Grantmakers Association, a powerful conclave 
of 165 private foundations that provide most of the 
$350 million dollars issued annually to the big envi- 
ronmental groups. And at the nexus of this operation 
is Donald Ross, director of the Rockefeller Family 
Fund, and an expert in the devices of what the philoso- 
pher Michelle Foucault calls "condescending philan- 
thropy." 

In 1992, at a meeting of the grantmakers, Ross 



*1 pledge allegiance to the foundation that gives me money... 1 


boasted that, "The funders now have a major role to 
play" in dictating the strategy and tactics of major 
environmental campaigns. "I know there are resent- 
ments in the community toward funders doing that, 
and too bad. We're players, they're players." 

Now the eve of our fall election 13 years after James 
Watt, at least two of the big green organizations, 
National Audubon Society and The Wilderness Soci- 
ety were low in the water; they were swamped with 
high overheads, swollen staff, declining budgets. And 
most of the others weren't any better off — the Sierra 
Club faces a three million dollar debt. 

You know you think back and its been almost 25 
years since the tremendous victories of the late sixties 
and early seventies, when we had the Endangered 
Species Act passed, the Clean Water Act, the [National 
Environmental Policy Act] 
were passed. And since then, 
the principal strategy of these 
corporate groups has been to 
stop the weakening of old laws, 
not to pass new ones — even as 
the ancient forests are being 
cut down. Even as more and 
more species are going on the 
endangered species list. They 
became managers, not orga- 
nizers. 

And the Wise Use move- 
ment, headed up by former 
Sierra Clubber Ron Arnold 
(and many factions of which, 
by the way, are staked like the 
big greens by oil companies), 
they were able to score a lot of 
their hits and rally populist 
opposition precisely because 
so many of these charges — the 
changing character of the environmental movement — 
rang true. It looked elitist, it looked highly paid, it 
looked detached from the people, indifferent to the 
working class. It looked like the firm ally of big 
government. 

Once revered and feared as the most effective public 
interest movement in America, the environmental 
movement is now accurately perceived as just another 
well-financed — and cynical — special interest group, 
its rancid infrastructure supported by Democratic Party 
operatives, and millions in grants from corporate 
foundations. 

The surest sign of the decadence in a political and 
social movement is its engagement in the suppression 
of internal dissent. Such a decadence now erodes the 
moral core of the environmental movement. Stray 
beyond the margins of permitted discourse, publicly 
critique the prevailing strategy, strike out in a new 
direction, and the overlords of the environmental 
movement crack down. They enfilade the insurgents 

continued on page 27 



Dear friends: 

Recently, we here in Moscow, Idaho, were 
privileged to attend first, a reception in 
honor of, and then a speech given by John 
Roush, the President of the Wilderness Soci- 
ety — That's right, the same organization 
that won a court injunction against logging, 
grazing and mining on 6 Idaho National 
Forests in January and promptly turned 
around and begged the Judge to suspend it 
until March 15, when they realized that 
those in the rape and pillage industries 
weren't going to like it. As you can well 
imagine, those of us here in town who have 
been pulling for the salmon and Cove/ 
Mallard weren't too pleased with Mr. Roush 
and his cohorts and we turned out to let him 
know about it with flyers denouncing the 
TWS's wimpiness and hard questions after 
his "talk" — some Chamber of Commerce 
speech about overpopulation being a prob- 


lem — wow — he really stuck his neck out 
there! He didn't have much to say, and told 
us he couldn't give us any reasons for the 
reversal on the injunction, but did say he 
wasn't sure they had made the right deci- 
sion, and invited me to send him any infor- 
mation I thought he ought to have about 
Cove/Mallard and other reasons why that 
injunction might have been so important 
to us. I thought I’d pass the invite along. It 
would be great if a bunch of you out there 
sent Mr. Roush "civil" but clear letters about 
ways The Wilderness Society can be helpful 
rather than the opposite and issues here and 
why. So here's his address: G. John Roush, 
President, The Wilderness Society, 900 Sev- 
enteenth Street NW, Washington, D.C. 
20006-2596. 

In response to Tuber: 

You asked "Why is it I'm not supposed to 
go out back and get an egg, but it's all right 


to buy an organic orange that came here on 
a truck clear from Florida?" Answer: You're 
not supposed to go out back and get an egg 
for environmental, ethical, and health rea- 
sons, and it isn't all right to buy an organic 
orange that came all the way here from 
Florida. It's best to eat low on the food 
chain, foods that are grown locally, and in 
season. I know some vegans do eat shipped, 
out of season produce, but that doesn't 
mean it doesn't make sense to be vegan. It 
just means being vegan isn’t everything. Do 
you know a lot of consumers of animal 
products who refuse to eat transported out 
of season produce, all of it? (don't forget 
coffee). And do you really have eggs in your 
back yard? 

— Roxane George 

Dear Earth First: 

I for a very long time was one of your 
admirers and sympathizers "from afar. " Your 
direct action, no BS approach had a lot to 
commend it, and still does. 

Finally, I got your Oregon phone number 
and requested a subscription form and a 


recent sample copy. While there was some 
serious analysis and good reporting, two 
negatives really stood out. One, the con- 
stant adolescent patter of dumb swear world, 
gutter expressions, tough talk nonsense. 
Two, the half tongue in cheek, half dead 
serious insert about the alleged criminal 
idiocy of having children, and the corollary, 
the quicker the human race is extermi- 
nated, the better. 

Since these two "items" seem to be en- 
demic and typical (I've read a few other 
issues of EF!f), and not just the eccentricities 
of one or two immature egos who write for 
and to your paper. I've lost interest in be- 
coming a supporter and subscriber. (I was 
also all set to solicit a dozen or so people I 
know in several environmental and hiking 
clubs.) 

Radicalism need not be moronic; nor 
should you persist with the simplistic thesis 
that mankind by definition is the eternal 
enemy of Nature. If you take these words to 
heart. I wish you well. 

Yours Sincerely, 

— Pinchas Baram 
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WARNER CREEK SALVAGE SALE 


BY TAHOMA 


GOES TO COURT 



Three and a half years and still going, the saga of the burned Warner 
Creek forest continues. The Forest Service continues to face environ- 
mentalist wrath over its scandalous arson-salvage "owl habitat recov- 
ery" project, yet seems almost hell-bent on burning its credibility with 
the public. Apparently, setting the precedent of salvage logging in an 
arson-burned habitat reserve is so important to the timber bosses that 
it is worth any cost to the agency's PR (public respect). 

The Freddies faced back-to-back appearances over Warner Creek 
before the court of public opinion and a court of law. On Feb. 28, 

EFlers staged a rowdy mock trial that made a mockery of the agency 
and its bosses. On the steps of the Willamette Forest Supervisor's 
Office (next door to the Federal Courthouse) EFlers convened the 
"Animal-People's Court." A dozen people in critter costumes per- 
formed a "gorilla" theater skit before a hundred howling 
ecodefenders and a pack of media hounds. With the venerable 
Mother Nature (the ultimate judge) presiding, the critters accused the 
Freddies of various crimes against Nature. Charges included: reckless 
endangerment of species, extinction without a license, operating a 
government agency while intoxicated with greed, and deforestation 
without representation. Plaintiffs, represented by Gray Wolf, Black 
Bear, Spotted Owl, Flying Squirrel, Tailed Frog, Chinook Salmon, 

Douglas-Fir, and Vinnie the Fire Boy, all provided eloquent testi- 
mony of the many horrible abuses perpetrated on their species by 
the Freddies. The Lorax also provided poetic testimony for the 
myriad other lifeforms inhabiting the ancient forest who could not 
speak for themselves. 

The defendants were Freddies who played specific roles in the Warner Creek 
tragi-comedy. These fiends were literally monsters in the eyes of the critters. 
Playing Senator Bob Packwood was "Count Packula," the lecherous scum- 
sucking vampire-politician guilty of stumping for salvage along the millyard 
campaign trail. The Judge warned him, "It's not nice to fool around with 
Mother Nature!" Playing Willamette Supervisor Darrel Kenops was 
"FranKenops," the monstrous creation of dead forest management ideologies 
stitched together and brought back to life as ecosystem management. Grunting, 
"Fire baaaad, stumps gooood!" he was found guilty of destroying the forest in 
order to salvage it. Playing Forest Service Chief Jack Ward Thomas was "Dr. 
Jackel/Mr. Hyde Thomas," the schizo mad scientist who spoke about the 
ecological values of Roadless Areas until, taking a swig of a jug labeled "100 
Proof Politics," he changed into a crazed timber fiend screaming, "We're going 
in, we're going in!" Playing the Yellow Ribbon 
Coalition was the "Yellow Ribbon Mummy." 

Wrapped in yellow ribbons and toilet paper, it 
would lumber about like a zombie chanting, 

"salvage the dead, don't let it rot!” Finally, 
special guest star Slugthang appeared as the 
nefarious arsonist, dressed like a logger with a 
lit torch jutting out of his hard-hat. He kept 
shrieking, "I like my spotted owls fried]" One 
by one the monsters raised objections to the 
testimony of the critters, but the wise Judge 
over-ruled them. Finally, the people rendered 
their verdict: guilty] guilty] guilty ! Mother Nature 
sentenced the Freddie monsters to rot in a 
clearcut, and the whole skit dissolved into a 
wild, spirited, all-species mardi gras. 

Our "symbolic" trial offered welcomed relief 
to reporters desperate for a break from the OJ 
Simpson case. All the local television crews 
showed up and hung out for over an hour 
filming the spectacle. Newspaper reporters 
from the state's two largest papers and the 
Associated Press covered the event. They wrote 
lurid descriptions of the skit and its cast of 
characters, and the story, along with color 
photos, was picked up by newspapers from 
across the country. 

Coincidentally, a real trial over Oregon's new 
"right to die" law was being heard at the time 
of our demo. We explained to the media that 
while lawyers were arguing for the right of sick 
humans to die, animal-peoples were arguing 
for the right of so-called "dead and dying" 
forests to live. We ended the demo with a mass 
sing-along of hot tunes including the Doors' 

"Come On Darrel, Light My Fire" and the 
Talking Heads' "Bumin' Down the Woods." 

Southern Willamette Earth First! has been enjoying a resurgence lately, and 
the mock trial allowed newcomers the opportunity to participate in an action 
that, although "symbolic," had real personal and political effects. 

The next day, March 1, the Forest Service faced off against the Sierra Club and 
the Oregon Natural Resources Council in a real trial over the Warner salvage 
sales. By sheer luck or divine inspiration, the Warner salvage sales are the first 
timber sale to go to court under Clinton's new Option 9 logging plan. Though 
the Warner project offers a gruesome case study of Option 9's salvage logging 
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loopholes, the environmentalists fully expected to be whipped in court. However, 
a remarkable thing occurred. Before a packed, standing-room only crowd — 
including lawyers from over 25 countries who were attending the Environmental 
Law Conference-Judge Coffin (his real name) grilled the government's attorneys 
for over 90 minutes on the issue of arson. The judge did not buy into the 
Freddies' argument that "arson is not an environmental impact," and literally 
rolled his eyes in disbelief at some of their lame excuses. The plaintiff's attorney 
from the Western Environmental Law Center put on a brilliant performance, 
hammering away at the flaws of the Warner EIS and the ludicrous argument that 
clearcutting "recovers" spotted owl habitat. The judge's head bobbed along in 
cadence with the arguments she laid out while the government's lawyers wilted 
under the barrage. Most remarkable of all, after four and a half hours of attacking 
the Freddies' salvage logging plan, the judge took a sudden interest in Alternative 

EF! This citizen-drafted proposal would make 
Warner Creek a Research Natural Area focusing 
on natural fire ecology processes. Five times the 
judge chanted "EF" in court, much to the 
delight of the EFiers lining the walls of the 
gallery. Once again, regional and national 
newsmedia carried the story, highlighting the 
judge’s vocal concerns that salvage logging 
Warner Creek would ignite future arson fires in 
habitat reserves. 

As this article goes to press, Judge Coffin has 
yet to make his decision whether or not the 
Warner salvage sales are legal. His performance 
in court has made Cascadians hopeful that a 
good decision will come forth. The Environ- 
mental Law Conference, which started the day 
after the hearing, literally hummed with 
excitement about the Warner case. However, 
District Judge Michael Hogan has the authority 
to overrule Coffin, and Hogan has never, ever 
sided in favor of environmentalists. Cascadia 
EFlers are getting ready for action should this 
unbroken history repeat itself — and you should 
too. The Freddies have announced that they 
will begin auctioning off the Warner salvage 
sales on May 1 — or whenever the snow melts. 
This is chilling news to EFlers who remember 
events like the Easter Sunday massacres of 
Millenium Grove and Breitenbush, when the 
| Freddies made similar promises but actually 
| ferried in loggers on snowmobiles to get the 
| trees felled the day before scheduled court ' 

J appearances to stop the logging. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: 

If Judge Coffin's decision goes in favor of the 
Forest Service, the plaintiffs have vowed to 
appeal the case to the Ninth Circuit, but the 
Freddies will be primed for a blitzkrieg-style helicopter invasion of Warner Creek. 
Ecowarriors from everywhere will be needed to put their bodies on the line to keep 
the trees standing until the appeal is heard. Start polishing your U-locks and coiling 
your tree-climbing ropes, and stay tuned for the next exciting episode of this 
salvage soap opera. But in the meantime, come hike in Warner Creek's unique 
park-like burned forest and experience one of the wildest places in Cascadia. 
Contact the Cascadia Fire Ecology Project (listed in the directory) for directions and 
action alerts. Remember, only YOU can prevent arson-salvage scams! 



Orlo Bear promotes new mascot 


photo by Ross Freeman 



Fire Suppression and Management 


The Only Forest Health Problem 


by Phil Nanas 



The "forest health 
problem" that we are told 
many of our western 
forests now face — which 
indeed is the justification 
for the horrible Taylor 
salvage rider (see page 
25) — is not a "health 
problem" at all. It is a 
problem created by fire 
suppression and other 
management policies used 
by federal agencies on our 
public forests. The only 
way to address these 
"problems" is to com- 
pletely overhaul these 
management policies and 
how the role of fire is 
perceived in forest ecosys- 
tems. 

Fire is instrumental in 
creating and maintaining 
healthy forest structure 
and stand development. 

Fire is as important a 
component in western 
forest ecosystems as the 
very soil, air, and water 
that support their growth. 

Fire controls disease and pests and is the forest's natural thinning agent. Light 
understory bums promote soil productivity and control herbaceous weed and 
woody shrub competition. Fires of greater intensity control stand development 
and healthy forest generation. Fire is not to be feared but rather respected and 
perhaps utilized as a tool for preserving and maintaining the native biodiversity 
of our forests. 


A beautiful burned snag in a healthy forest. 


Salvage logging and "thinning" timber sales are not the answer. To think we 
can save our forest by continuing to log these already over-exploited public 
lands is ludicrous. Every time the federal agencies have tried a new management 
scheme to correct their previous management failures we end up with more 
failures. We simply do not know how to create and maintain forest ecosystems. 
This is Mother Nature's job! The best thing we can do for "forest health" is to 
give theses forests a long overdue rest from all extractive management. Public 
forests are not for private profit We can not continue to exploit these forests 
and expect them to recover. 

Restoration work is arguably necessary in some over-stocked stands, and rivers 
need restoration work if the salmon are ever to return. To think we can take 
more from these over-stressed systems and still provide for the future is non- 
sense. Commercial timber volume can not be provided without undermining 
the objective of restoration. 

We must now pay to restore these fragile places. Where will the money come 
from? To start, we should end the fire-suppression program. Many fire suppres- 
sion efforts consume a million dollars a day, to fight fires using practices that do 
not work. History reveals that fires in which over a million dollars spent to 
suppress were all eventually put out by changes in the weather — the rain and 
snow, not man and machine. 

Over the last ten years more than 500 million dollars was spent on average 
annually to "control" fires in the western states. This past year over 900 million 
dollars were spent. We can expect this number to grow as drought continues 
and arson becomes more prevalent, and rewarded with timber sale contracts. 
The enormous amount of suppression monies and the 500 million tax dollars 
wasted annually on below-cost timber sales would be better spent on restoration 
work. This would provide local workers with employment and could be admin- 
istered much like the post-depression Civilian Conservation Corps. Once we 
have spent money fixing what we have destroyed, we will begin to assess the 
value of what we are destroying. 

The public fear of fire and suppression efforts promoted by the managing 
agencies, including the “Smokey the Bear" campaign, should be terminated. A 
new campaign must begin to educate the public on the benefits of wildfire and 
ways to avoid loss of life and property by redirecting settlement patterns with 
new zoning and insurance regulations. It is the human and urban interface that 
needs adjusting, not our public forests. 

Phil Nanas is on the Native Forest Council staff and is a member of the Many 
Rivers Group chapter of the Sierra Club. 


Pacific Lumber Plans Revenge... 


Continued from frontpage 
Bechtle said that surveys were not conducted by an 
independent third party, but by surveyors, "who, to a 
considerable extent, were PL employees, all of whom 
were unde? direct supervision of PL's top and middle 
management. " Surveyors were also sent to areas where 
the likelihood of detecting murrelets was reduced by 
noise and weather. 

During the trial PL's Resource Manager conceded 
that he had hosted a party for PL forestry staff and 
murrelet surveyors featuring a dartboard with a pic- 
ture of a marbled murrelet as the target. The judge also 
stated that two surveyors who saw murrelets were 
pressured by supervisors to change their findings. 
Other murrelet survey forms were "lost" or changed 
before being forwarded to the state. Bechtle stated that 
PL's expert witnesses were paid consultants who "lacked 
credibility and objectivity." 

Pacific Lumber's notice of exemption on the heels of 
such an outstanding ruling is testimony to their utter 
disregard for environmental law and agency review. 
Ecotopia Earth First! protested the exemption process 
at CDF's office in Fortuna and Santa Rosa and EPIC 
demanded enforcement action from the agencies 
against PL's Exemption, citing the Owl Creek ruling as 
evidence of PL's deliberate misconduct. 

The California Department of Forestry accepted the 
exemption under the conditions that: 1) PL file a ten-day 
notification before logging operations commence; and 2) 
consult with the agencies to determine which trees can be 
cut without affectingmurreletnest sites. Consideringthat 
throughout California, surveyors have discovered only 
nine murrelet nests, this restriction is wholly inadequate 
to protect the murrelet. The CDF also states that PLcannot 
log murrelet occupied areas during their nesting season 
(April through October). 

The failure of the regulatory agencies to enforce the ESA 
was well documented in file Owl Creek ruling. The 


Department of Forestry and the Department of Fish and 
Game have been blatantly remiss in fulfilling their duties 
in overseeing PL's logging practices. They have failed to 
enforce the laws that are essential to the protection of old 
growth forests and dependent species. 


EPIC once again must legally intervene because the 
agencies aren't doing their jobs. PL is currently logging 
residual old-growth in the greater Headwaters area 
under a 179,000 acre exemption. EPIC has already 
filed suit on this exemption and is trying to amend 
that legal complaint to include the 6,000 acre exemp- 
tion which includes the Headwaters Grove. If PL steps 
foot in the Headwaters Grove — which could happen 
anytime — EPIC will move for a Temporary Restraining 
Order and Earth First! will stand up to the chainsaws. 
The Proposed Headwaters Swap 
Pacific Lumber was acquired in 1986 through a 
hostile takeover by the Houston-based Maxxam cor- 
poration. Maxxam head Charles Hurwitz already owes 


the tax payers $1.6 billion for the bailout of his failed 
Saving and Loan in Texas (USAT). Earth First! and 
other forest activists are advocating a debt for nature 
swap for the Headwaters Forest and surrounding areas 
in exchange for Hurwitz's $1.6 billion debt. 

If the "takings" bill now before Con- 
gress passes, Hurwitz stands to be reim- 
bursed for the money that he "lost" by 
not being able to log in Headwaters. And 
now California Governor Wilson is put- 
ting forth a proposal that would allow 
Hurwitz to ultimately profit from a swap. 
Hurwitz is a corporate criminal. Mitiga- 
tion is not appropriate. Neither is a back 
room deal with the State's governor. What 
would be appropriate is criminal charges. 

To those who have witnessed the desecra- 
tionsufferedatthehandsofPadficLumber's 
renegade logging practices, there is a grim 
irony in the idea of deregulating an already 
unchecked timber corporation. The Repub- 
lican push towards further deregulation of 
corporations thatalreadyexploit outrageous 
privileges is a grave threat. These actions, 
combined with the proposed gutting of the 
ESA, would be a devastating setback for the protection of 
the last wild places. 

What you can do: Ask Chairwoman of the FDIC, 
Ricki Tigert, to recoup the full dollar amount for 
Hurwitz's failed USAT and to refer the case to Janet 
Reno and the Justice Department for criminal prosecu- 
tion. The message is clear: $1.6 billion— Ricki don't 
lose that number! Ricki Tigert, FDIC, 550 17th Street 
NW, Washington DC 20249 
Come hike Headwaters Forest, put your body in 
front of the machines. Call Randy immediately at 
(707) 839-5847 to get on an action alert phone list or 
for more information. And remember three keers for 
the marbled murrelett! 



Despite being surrounded by PL clearcuts,as seen in this aerial shot. Owl Creek is 
a viable redwood ecosystem and a part of the greater Headwaters area. 
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Bruce Babbitt Tries to Avoid Protesters 
By Attempting to Rim Them Down 


by Udo Wald 


Fifty local residents were arrested in 
January protesting the senseless 
leveling often acres of forest near 
Olympia, WA. People ran amuck, 
climbed trees and blocked logging 
for several weeks. The actions 
brought the following editorial 
response from one local yahoo: 
"Damn it, do you realize how foolish 
you looked on TV? At least 500, 000 
people saw Greeners [a reference to 
Evergreen students ] acting like fools. 
What were you thinking? Do you 
actually think that when you hang 
in the trees you are actually doing 
something productive?" Two acres 
oftheforestwere eventually protected 
and hundreds of folks became tuned 
into a larger struggle and picture of 
destruction and hope in wildness. 


Confused? Well, that also describes 
our Secretary of the Interior's approach 
to enforcing the Endangered Species 
Act (ESA). 

On February 24, 1995, Babbling Bruce 
rolled into San Diego's East County to 
attend a $ 1 50 a plate schmoozefest with 
local Republican politicians, develop- 
ers, polluters and compromising eco- 
yuppies. The dinner, celebrating the 
grand opening of the Mission Trails 
Park Visitors Center, was another op- 
portunity for the Secretary to sell his 
Natural Communities Conservation 
Plan (NCCP). 

As the invitation informs us, "5,280 
acres of mountains, valleys, lakes and, 
of course, TRAILS! " makes Mission Trails 
the "largest urban park in the country." 
There is no mention of a single species, 
such as the endangered California gnat- 
catcher, least bell's vireo, San Diego 
homed lizard, southwestern willow fly- 
catcher, coastal barrel cactus, San Diego 
ambrosia and thornmint; all of which 
make their home here and will have to 
put up with the hikers, bikers, rock 
climbers and equestrians. A series of 
backroom deals have also dissected the 
park with a new expressway and other 


road extensions. The Visitor Center's 
landscaping is enhanced by simulated 
rock formations like those found at 
Disneyland or the San Diego Zoo. As you 
approach the center from the parking lot 
you are surrounded by LIVE recordings 
of local birdcalls. Virtual Reality! 

Well, $150 was a bit plush for us, and 
the guest list was a bit tawdry. But activ- 
ists from Baja Ecotopia EF!, Orange 
County EF! and Alluvial EF! showed up 
anyway and occupied the main entry. 
We greeted VIP's and Mr. Babbitt with a 
polite request for his resignation. Party 
goers who wondered why we wanted 
him to resign since, "He is one of you," 
were informed that actually, "He is one 
of them." We also told them that the 
NCCP is nothing but a shell game with- 
out a pea and that the only viable tool for 
preserving the web of life is enforcing 
and strengthening the ESA. 

The evening wore on, and the cops 
would not let us in. We chanted and 
Bruce prattled. As he was leaving we tried 
to ask him again, politely, to resign, but 
his Official T own Car sped up, bore down 
on the demonstrators in the street and 
barely missed us. Ole! 


Southern Californian Earth Firstlers greet Bruce Babbitt on the freeway to San Diego. His response was to 

try and run them down with his Town Car. 
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Boise Cascade Arrests Mother 


by Ivan Maluski, Blue Heron 
(formerly Reed) Earth First! 


with Child 


On Friday, February 17, about 60 people gathered in Portland for a rally and 
march to protest the Sugarloaf Timber Sale at the white paper division of Boise 
Cascade located in downtown Portland. The event was designed to educate the 
public about Boise Cascade's plan to log ancient trees within a "Late Successional 
Reserve" and "Key Watershed", as designated by Option 9, the Clinton Forest Plan 
(see Litha '94 issue of the Journal for details). 

After a brief rally, we marched towards the Boise Cascade office and hung 
a banner over Front Avenue. When we arrived at the office, the police asked 
us if we wanted to send two repre- 
sentatives inside to talk to a Boise 
mouthpiece, so we did. They also 
asked if we were planning to re- 
move the banner or if we wanted 
them to get it down. The officer 
pointed out that we could use it 
again for another demo if we 
wanted to take it home. How 
thoughtful! We assured him that 
we would get it down before the 
day was through. 

One protestor, Lydia Avery, was 
arrested while trying to bring one 
of the two reps, Karen Wood, her 
fussing daughter Sarah. Lydia's 

two sons were with her, too. The police wouldn't even let her nine-year old 
son bring the toddler into the building. Maybe they thought it was a 
kamikaze mission or something? Lydia's only crime, it appears, was to 
question the authorities' authority and to demand answers. She was taken away in 
handcuffs without a struggle (the charges were later dropped). Boise Cascade: We'll 
be back and next time we'll all bring our moms! 


the word on the Sugarloaf Timber Sale. 


Wild Wimmin singing to the town of Lewis) 

The first annual Wild Warrior Wimminz Winter 
Wendezvous got off to a roaring start one February 
Friday eve in a northern Idaho cabin. Ten women 
and one mancub gathered for a weekend of whirling 
our whiskers, whetting our witticism, waltzing in 
wimminly wisdom, welding souls, warbling songs, 
weaving our stories, wallowing in wonder under 
welkin, wassailing the season, and plucking whortle- 
berries in these woods. And we brought on floods! A 
deluge. A mud world. 

Wimmin may or may not have: dangled from a 
rafter clad only in a black cape while singing a John 
Denver favorite; slung mud at grinning faces and 
white skin; roasted tofu weenies around a rainy 
campfire; followed raccoon prints in snow; drummed 
as the moon flashed behind racing clouds; jumped 
in the creek; leapt naked and laughed a thousand 
times in the valley; shared birthdays, sorrows, chicken 
feathers; and invoked the spirits of First Ladies past. 

On Presidents Day, driven by the anguish of our 
newfound connections, Eleanor Roosevelt, Mary 
Todd Lincoln, Rosalyn Carter, Martha Washington, 
Barbara Nixon, Hillary Clinton, Mrs. Cleveland, and 
Madonna carolled in Lewiston's city center to spread 
awareness of the continuing abuse of America's 
remaining forests. 


Tay a 
fisit to 
Lewiston 


by Faith 
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Chinquapin Resistance 


Creve Coeur Lake Memorial Park, located in St. Louis 
County, Missouri, is a magnificent area of over 1,000 
acres containing a great diversity of trees, plants, and 
wildlife, as well as hiking and picnicking areas and a 
gorgeous lake. Unfortunately, the Highway Department 
proposes to widen the now 4-lane Page Avenue to 10 
lanes and extend it through the quietest, most remote 
part of the park (and the county). The highway will go 
through rare old growth forest, as well as over wetlands 
and Creve Coeur Lake, which historically was the 
largest natural lake in Missouri. 

The Missouri Native Plant Society of St. Louis recently 
discovered a rare gem for the lower Missouri Valley: 
over 25 acres of old growth forest 
lie along the limestone bluffs of 
Creve Coeur Lake. This 25-acre 
strip of forested land has never 
been logged, probably due to the 
steepness and inaccessibility of 
this area, as well as its historical 
use for recreation. The logging 
that ravaged the rest of the state a 
hundred years ago has left 
Missouri with only 7,900 acres of 
old growth forest today (.05 
percent of Missouri's existing 
forest). 

The old growth in the park 
consists mostly of oak— white, 
red, and chinquapin (pronounced 
"chink-a-pin ") — as well as maple, 
ash and hickory. A survey of the 
area by the Native Plant Society 
revealed the age of one 
chinquapin oak (27 inches in 
diameter) to be 366 years old, 
which predates the founding of 
St. Louis. Of the other 40 trees 
cored, two white oaks were of 23 1 
and 241 years of age, and one red 
oak dates back to 1677. A threatened butternut tree 
was also documented. 

This forest has no stumps, the trees are uneven aged, 
fallen trees are in decay, and diverse plant life thrives. 
The survey revealed 250 different plant species in the 
park. The park is also home to beaver, bobcat, blue 
heron, bald eagle and pileated woodpecker. 

According to the US Land and Water Conservation 
Fund Act, the Highway Department must replace park 
land it destroys with land of "equivalent usefulness." 
However, none of the eight proposed expansion plans 
include significant or comparable forest and wetlands 
to replace those which the highway will pave over (as 
if you could replace old growth anyway). The 



"replacement" lands consist of poor quality agricultural 
fields, ex-quarry, or young trees which would eventually 
be bulldozed by the planned "Earth City Expressway- 
Highway 141 connection." The proposed "wetlands," 
intended as substitutes for natural wetlands eliminated 
by the 1 50-foot tall Page Ave. bridge, are a topographers 
nightmare and will be little more than mudholes. 

Throughout this process, government officials are 
refusing to pursue options to accommodate the ever- 
increasing traffic (much less try to curb it) such as 
expanding interstate 70 or Olive Blvd., or extending 
the existing light rail further west to St. Charles. Why 
is St. Louis lagging so far behind other major cities in 
mass transit? The hidden agenda behind 
the Page Ave. extension is the 
development of the Missouri floodplain 
for the benefit and profit of developers, 
bankers, and investors who will cover 
the beauty of these forests and plains 
with McDonald's and parking lots. I know 
Americans have short memories but the 
flood of '93 was not that long ago. 

It is both alarming and unsurprising to 
find out that Creve Coeur woods were 
not recognized as rare old growth forest 
by any of the county, state or federal 
agencies who surveyed the area as part of 
the road project's environmental impact 
statement (EIS). In the entire 4-volume 
EIS only one sentence mentions the 
woods, describing them as "high quality 
upland woods." It then simply states 
that part of the woods would be lost to 
Page Ave. (How does one lose part of only 
25 acres?) Quite an oversight considering 
that the forest is far and away the rarest 
natural environment that would be 
impacted by Page Ave. 

What really was surprising was the way 
that Missouri's elected officials 
circumvented a law, section 4(f) of the US Department 
of Transportation Act of 1966, which prohibits a 
federally-funded highway from going through any 
public park "unless there is no feasible or prudent 
alternative." During the EIS scoping process numerous 
citizens, organizations, and government agencies 
concluded that there were feasible and prudent 
alternatives. Nevertheless, this prohibition was stricken 
by section 601 of the US Pipeline Safety Act of 1992 (a 
totally unrelated bill), which does not repeal section 
4(f) but rather authorizes the US to violate their own 
statute solely for the extension of Page Ave. The St. 
Louis Post Dispatch quoted Senator John Danforth 
boasting that, "without the change in the law, the park 
route would have been doomed. So what we had to do 
was change the statute for this purpose. It's very 
specific." The Page Ave. extension is clearly an issue of 
business controlling our elected officials which results 
in the same kind of short-sighted development that 
plagues the entire country. 

Chinquapin Resistance is a group of people that take 
the name of the slowest growing type of oak tree. We 
share ideas and a philosophy to act in resistance to the 
extension of Page Avenue. We urge you to get involved 
in the fight to preserve Creve Coeur Park in the hope 
that this significant ancient forest in St. Louis County 
will be saved, along with the integrity of the park. We 
encourage you to write letters to the government 
officials below, to visit the park, and to get directly 
involved with Chinquapin Resistance in the struggle 
to save Creve Coeur Lake Memorial Park. Contact us at 
Chinquapin Resistance, 720 Interdrive #1S, St. Louis, 
MO 63130, (314) 725-6299. 

Please write the following people involved with the 
decision making process concerning Creve Coeur Lake 
Memorial Park: 

• George R. "Buzz" Westfall, St. Louis County Executive, 
41 S. Central, Clayton, MO 63105 

• James Talent, House of Representatives, Missouri 
District 2, Washington, DC 20215 

• Mel Carnahan, Governor of Missouri, Room 216, 
Jefferson City, MO 65105 

• Bruce Babbitt, Secretary of the Interior, C & 19th 
Streets, NW, Washington, DC 20240 



Great Western 
Road 

Giveaway 


The November elections have given new power 
to those who want to use a 129-year-old law to 
open national parks and public lands to new and 
expanded roadbuilding. Revised Statute 2477 
(RS2477) was passed in 1866 and repealed in 1976. 
However, rights-of-waythathadalready been prop- 
erly established were not terminated. The statute 
granted a right for the construction of highways on 
unreserved public lands. Some states and counties 
are now claiming not only legitimate highways but 
thousands of miles of jeep trails as public highways 
under RS2477. There are also thousands of claims 
under RS247 7 for footpaths and (in Alaska) historic 
dogsled trails as public highways. The states and 
counties claim a right to upgrade these tracks and 
trails to paved highways. 

Last year the Interior Department published 
proposed mles that would have established strict 
definitions of "construction" and "public high- 
way" and eliminated spurious claims for jeep trails, 
footpaths, and dogsled trails. The rules also as- 
serted full federal authority to regulate use of any 
legitimate claims. In the aftermath of the Novem- 
ber elections, Secretary Babbitt has twice extended 
the comment period on the proposed rules. The 
new deadline is August 1. An attack on the regula- 
tions is expected in the new Congress — probably 
in the appropriations process. For more informa- 
tion and future alerts, please send your name and 
address to the National Parks and Conservation 
Association, PO Box 1563, Salt Lake City, UT 
84110, (801) 532-4796. 
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An Open Letter From Rod Coronado 


On March 3, 1995, I pled guilty to aiding and 
abetting a fire at Michigan State University (MSU) that 
destroyed 32 years of research intended to benefit the 
fur farm industry. The Animal Liberation Front (ALF) 
claimed responsibility for the raid, the seventh in a 
series of actions dubbed "Operation Bite Back" which 
targeted fur farms and universities engaged in tax- 
payer supported research jointly funded by the fur 
trade. I also pled guilty to one count of theft of US 
Government property; in particular, a journal belong- 
ing to a 7th Cavalry Officer killed at the Little Bighorn 
near Crow Agency, Montana in 1876. This negotiated 
plea agreement is the result of a seven year investiga- 
tion by the FBI into my activities, and the federal 
government's continued targeting of indigenous ac- 
tivists who assert their sovereignty and continue their 
fight for cultural survival. It is also the culmination of 
nine federal grand juries that have lasted over three 
years, subpoenaed over sixty political activists, jailed 
four for six months each, and harassed and intimi- 
dated countless others in the hunt for members of the 
ALF. 

In return for the guilty pleas, the US Government 
promises not to seek further prosecution of me in the 
remaining districts investigating the ALF, nor sub- 
poena me to testify against others suspected of ALF 
activity. The price I pay for not testifying against my 
compatriots is a three to four year prison sentence. 

Prior to the plea agreement, I was the sole defendant 
in a seven count indictment alleging that I was respon- 
sible for a nationwide coordinated effort to cripple fur 
farm research and development. With a lifetime com- 
mitment to protect the earth behind me and in front 
of me, I must choose carefully the battles in which I 
fight, and the arenas in which I fight them. Like most 
indigenous people, I am unable to match the limitless 
resources of the US Government in their efforts to 
incarcerate me, nor am I able to adequately defend 
myself amidst laws that criminalize the preservation of 
our sacred earth mother. 

This is only the latest attempt by the US Govern- 
ment to make an example of those who break free from 
the confines of legitimate protest. At a time when 
ecological and cultural destruction is commonplace 
and within the perimeter of the law, it sometimes 
becomes necessary to adhere to the higher laws of 
nature and morality rather than stand mute witness to 
the destruction of our lands and people. I believe it to 
be the obligation of the earth warrior to never be 
ashamed of one's own actions to honor the sacred 
tradition of indigenous resistance. Therefore, I accept 
full responsibility for my actions and remain grateful 
to have had the honor of serving as a member of the 
ALF as their spokesperson and supporter. 

With a record of over 300 animal liberation actions 
and rescues in the US without injury or loss of life, yet 
thousands of lives spared from the horrors of vivisec- 
tion and fur farming, the women and men of the ALF 
remain to me some of the most respected of non- 
violent warriors in the struggle to save our planet. My 
role in the raid at MSU was as a non-participant, acting 
as a conduit for the truth hidden behind the locked 
laboratory door. While in Ann Arbor, Michigan, await- 
ing instructions, I received a phone call from an 
anonymous ALF member detailing the raid for inclu- 
sion into a press release. Later, I received research 
materials and evidence seized during the raid. These 
documents would have exposed taxpayer sponsored 
research benefiting the fur farm industry, and experi- 
ments where mink and otters are force-fed toxins and 
other contaminants until they convulse and bleed to 
death. Accompanying these documents was a video- 
tape of the cramped and unsanitary conditions mink 
and otter endure at MSU's research laboratories. My 
desire to release this information to the public was 
much greater than my desire to protect myself from 
rabid investigations by the FBI and the ATF. Seventeen 
months later, I was indicted by the Michigan grand 
jury based on this evidence. 

Earlier in the month of February, 1992 I was at the 
Little Bighorn River in Montana. I went to the sight of 
the infamous battle and was shocked at this, the only 
monument I know of that glorifies the loser. In further 
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disgrace to the warriors who lost their lives defending 
their families and homelands, the monument paints 
a one-sided story of the conquest of the indigenous 
peoples of the Great Plains by the US military. The 
truth remains that George Armstrong Custer and his 
7th Cavalry were an illegal occupational force trespass- 
ing in clear violation of the Fort Laramie Treaty of 1 868 
to attack peaceful encampments of noncombatants in 
the heart of the Lakota Nation. The theft of the 
Cavalryman's journal is a reminder of indigenous 
discontent with the treatment of our heritage and 
culture by the US Government. 

Over the last ten years I have placed myself between 
the hunter and the hunted, the vivisector and the 
victim, the furrier and the furbearer, and the whaler 
and the whale. These are my people, my constituency. 
It is to them that I owe my life. I have chosen to 
continue the time honored tradition of resistance to 
the invading forces that are ravaging our homes and 
people. Many people have been tortured, murdered 
and imprisoned on this warrior's path, yet we must 
continue to stand tall against the tyranny that has 
befallen this continent in the last 503 years. As war- 
riors we must accept that prison awaits those who are 
unwilling to compromise the earth and her people 


"The price I pay for not 
testifying against my 
conpatriots is a three to 
four year sentence." 


when we choose to remain allegiant to fellow warriors 
whose identity remains unknown. We are all 
Subcommandante Marcos, Crazy Horse and the ALF. 
Never, ever, should we forget that in order to achieve 
the peace and liberation we strive for some sacrifice is 
necessary. This will not be the first time an indigenous 
person has gone to prison while upholding the obliga- 
tion to protect our culture, homelands and people, 
and it most definitely will not be the last. It is with total 
love that I say good-bye to my earth mother for a little 
while to enter the concrete and steel prisons the US 
Government reserves for its discontent citizens. Such 
rewards await those who must give their lives and 
freedom to prevent the destruction of the most beau- 
tiful planet in the universe, our life-support system, 
our beloved mother earth. 



To those who have 
fought beside me, you 
will always be my friends 
and families, and for you 
I will give up that which I 
love the most, my freedom. 

I will face prison rather than 
speak one word against those 
on the frontlines of the battle to 
protect earth. Our relationship is 
a sacred one, and in your own freedom I pray that you 
spread your love through action that continues to 
rescue all that remains wild. Never surrender! 

Though we may never see each other again in the 
trenches of the struggle for animal and earth liberation 
through illegal direct action, in my heart I will always 
hold you closest. Be patient my friends. I have not 
forgotten those already behind bars, those in the traps 
and in the rifle sights of man's ignorance and greed. It 
is time for me to hand over my role as a "hero" to the 
animal and environmental movement to others whose 
faces are not yet known. 

To you I give the responsibility to preserve and 
protect what is left of the splintered nations of others 
we call animals. In your hands lie the future of this 
centuries-old struggle, in yourselves you must find 
heroes. Now you must take the risks rather than cheer 
on those who have walked before you. Carry her spirit 
well, and shower yourselves in her beauty when in 
need of true power. I have been brought back home to 
my people, the Yaqui Nation and it is to them that I 
now return to satisfy the restless spirits of my great 
grandmothers whose cries I must answer. 

Sometimes we are forced to do things we do not like 
when we are warriors. On this land that I now live, 
where my ancestors are buried, the great warrior 
Geronimo sometimes found it necessary to surrender 
to the enemy in order to recruit young warriors for 
future battles. We are a patient people. Never forget the 
beauty, magic, love and life we all fight so hard to 
protect and that others have given so much to defend. 
Our pain and sadness is very real but so is our happi- 
ness and joy as we witness the coming spring. I will 
always be beside you, and you may always find shelter 
in my home. I love you all, and in you I place the hopes 
for a rebirth and a rekindling of our sacred relations to 
all animal people and creation. Forever in Your Honor 
and In Her Service, 

— Rod Coronado- W eko Yau ura, 
Pascua Yaqui Tribe 



Inmi Defenders Imprisoned 

rights are a crime. All the non-native participants 
have also received severe penalties, including a 
$1,000 fine. Two of them intend not to respect this 
judgment and are ready to be imprisoned for three 
months at the Bordeaux Prison in Montreal to 
protest against the Quebec government's irrespon- 
sible energy policy. 

In a statement to the press on February 20, 
protestor Chris Issak Lardner stated: 

"The Innu have made their voices of opposition 
heard courageously, patiently, with determination 
and without compromise. I take their courage as an 
example. It is time that everyone of us take on 
responsibility for the society of which we are part. 
The instinct to protect the environment upon 
which we and future generations depend is a 
natural instinct fundamental to the continuation of 
life. 

"The physical constraints of a prison cell are 
preferable to the individual frustration and collec- 
tive impoverishment that result from repression of 
our vital instincts." 

The two prisoners, Chris Issak Lardner and Colin 
Donahue can be written to at Bordeaux Prison, 800 
Goin Blvd. West, Montreal, PQH31-1K1. 

— Coalition pour Nitissinan, Mani-Utenam 


In June 1994 fifteen native people of the Innu 
nation, including children and seniors blocked the 
access road leading to the SM-3 building site on 
Quebec's North shore (refer to EF! Journal, Samhain, 
1994 or for a current update turn to page 13 this 
issue). The Innu, members of the coalition for 
Nitassinan, erected a peace camp to protest their 
right to self-determination and their traditional, 
cultural and linguistic way of life. 

A provisional injunction was issued on June 7, 
1994 obliging the Innus to dismantle the barricades 
on their own territory. The Innu refused to leave the 
site, defying the injunction in the name of their 
ancestral rights and their sovereignty. The Innu 
have never given up their traditional home, or 
anything else, by treaty or otherwise. 

The injuries to the Innu people's fundamental 


EF! BEATS UP ON 

JIM BOB MOFFETT ... 


by Cedar 



Among the goals and tactics for the coming year deliberated upon at the '95 
Activist Conference were: focusing on multinational corporations, coalition- 
building with student groups, supporting campaigns of indigenous and oppressed 
peoples, and remaining committed to biodiversity. If you rolled all these into one 
action, you'd be hard pressed to do better than a slam of Freeport McMoRan and 
its chairman of the board, 

James Robert "Jim Bob" 

Moffett. 

Corporate Profiteering 

At home and abroad, 

Freeport is known as a major 
water polluter, and is the 
number one water polluter 
in the US, mostly due to its 
dumping of radioactive 
phosphogypsum from its 
corporate headquarters in 
New Orleans into the Missis- 
sippi River. In West Papua 
(known as "Irian Jaya" by 
the brutal and imperialist re- 
gime we call "Indonesia"), 

Freeport operates the world's 
largest gold mine as well as a 
copper mine. They dump 
whatever does not glitter 
into the river poisoning the 
water used by the native 
people. By colluding with 
the genocidal dictator of In- 
donesia, Suharto, and by 
stealing the land for its min- 
eral prospects, Freeport has 
driven the Amungme people Cedar, in one of her calmer moments, expresses displeasure over 
into poverty. Jim Bob's choice of friends. 

(BOYCOTT GOLD!) 


In Austin, Barton Creek Properties, a wholly owned Freeport subsidiary, is 
polluting Barton Creek and Barton Springs with sewage effluent used to fertilize two 
existing golf courses. Proposed development on more than 4,000 acres along Barton 
Creek further threatens the watershed and the Barton Springs salamander. Under 
pressure from developers, Secretary of Interior Bruce Babbitt delayed the listing of 
the salamander by six months. The habitat of the federally-listed endangered 
golden-cheeked warbler is also threatened. 

Student environmental activists are particularly steamed about the University of 
Texas' (UT) unseemly relationship with Freeport. Chancellor of UT Systems, Bill 
Cunningham, receives over $30,000 annually for his moonlighting job on Freeport's 
Board of Directors. Jim Bob often donates generously to UT, his alma mater, 
especially to the geology department. In return, the department has been sending 
students to West Papua to do mineral prospecting for the sole benefit of Freeport. 
Lately, Jim Bob has been giving money for construction of a new biotechnology 
building. The UT Board of Regents has decided to name the building after — you 
guessed it — James R. Moffett. 


Austin (rhymes with) Action 

Like a swarm of angry bees, EF! and student activists tore through the UT campus 
the day after the Activist Conference. After an educational rally sponsored by 
students, EF! took center stage, smashing TV sets in protest of Freeport's onslaught 
of dis-infomercials, and beating an effigy of Jim Bob with a golf club. The lively mob 
then took off on a rowdy tour of campus. Campus coppers tried in vain to prevent 
the proliferation of chalked slogans denouncing UT and Freeport on university 
buildings and walkways. 

The main attraction on the tour was a stop at the Geology building, where the 
demonstrators filled the hallways and stairwells, howling and beating metal 
noisemakers. At the offices of Associate Professor Mark Clos, who sends grad 
students to find gold for Freeport, the crowd demanded an audience. Clos declined. 

Then the swarm buzzed over to the freshly bulldozed site of the future Jim Bob 
building. As people began discreetly pulling up the posts of the chain link fence, two 
UT alumni burned their diplomas to protest the name of the building-to-be. At this 
point, police nabbed one protester for — gasp! — chalking on a building. In retalia- 
tion, the swarm decided to go back and sting the Geology building again. More 
noise and chalk and horrified professors. At last, voices hoarse, passion satiated, we 
felt we had caused enough trouble for one afternoon. One bearded bard led us in 
the customary Earth First! anthem, then off we went for celebratory libations, and 
yes, another demonstration. This time, we went to the Mexican consulate to protest 
the troops in Chiapas intent on crushing the Zapatistas (See article on page 18). 
Fallout 


Student Earth defenders are now working much more closely with non-student 
EFlers. Our focus on human rights abuses in West Papua and our work with the local 
Chiapas Solidarite Comite is helping to form the natural link between EF! and 
indigenous struggles. These folks and other groups are now working together, 
attending each other's events, and putting together a community activist center. 
All these connections were much needed and will enhance the efforts of all local 
activists who work to bring down the multinational corporations and armies that 
threaten the Earth, her creatures and peoples. 


THEN SHUTS FREEPORTS 

by Neal Tuttrup PLANS DOWN!!! 

High in the hills at the Katuah RRR: "Hey, sumbudy at one of the campfires asked 
if Austin would host the Activist Conference. What d'ya think?" 

"Sure why not?" 

It's that kind of calm, thorough decision making that has enabled Austin Earth 
First! to prosper through this age of gloom. But even if we just made a snap decision, 
we probably would have come to the same conclusion. Why? Because we're suckers. 
Promise us long hours, long odds and few rewards and we're yours. Actually, the few 
rewards part is a lie. Having y'all visit was one of the best times any of us have had 
here in the heart of Texas. 

And we're as happy as we can get to announce that the multinational corporation 
Freeport MacMoRan took a licking in Austin mere days after the conference. As we 
were having our conference, Austin city officials were having a conference of their 
own with Freeport officials. In fact, it turns out that the city had been meeting in 
secret for at least 45 days. These negotiations concerned Freeport's plan to develop 
over 4,000 acres of sensitive watersheds that are home to several endangered 
species. The result of these negotiations, which were announced just as the last 
conference attendees were leaving Austin, was a several hundred page "agreement" 
that granted Freeport the approval for the development and services they have 
sought for years. The city and Freeport said they had the right to negotiate in secret 
since the agreement was actually a settlement of a lawsuit Freeport has filed against 
the city for "violating" their "property rights." Never mind the fact that the lawsuit 
concerned covered only 25 acres of the 4,000+ that the agreement addressed. The 
city also said we would have to wait four days to have access to the massive 
agreement document, and that we would then only have two days to analyze it 
before it was voted on by the city council. 

Why the rush? Sick, paranoid individuals claimed it was designed to thwart an 
attempt by Austin citizens to intervene in the lawsuit. We would have our day in 
court the day after the council vote. 

The citizens of Austin were so pissed off by the behind the scenes negotiations 
that 1,000 of us (no kidding) showed up at the city council meeting and convinced 
4 of the 7 council members to reject the deal. 

We are convinced that the energy the conference attendees contributed to our 
community and its struggle against Freeport MacMoRan was critical to our success. 

Thankyouthankyouthankyou! 


1995 EF! Activities Confluence 


by Jim Flynn 

The 1995 EF! Activist Conference 
hosted by Austin EF ! was the foot-stomp- 
ing good time everyone expected. What 
came out of the conference wasn't ex- 
pected: We got a lot of work done. The 
results are some new directions for the 
movement and a revitalized EF! 

The site was a small organic farm 
complete with an outdoor kitchen, 
guinea hens, outhouses and friendly 
locals. The farm lay along a large, clear 
spring-fed creek. The abundant oppor- 
tunities for recreation included: hiking, 
swimming, singing, socializing and 
home brew swillin' (Ah tel yoo whut!) 
The possibility that any work would get 
done looked hopeless. 

On the first day of meetings we started 
with the ever-unpopular, but necessary, 
agenda-making and security-vouching, 
which always takes too long. The mood 
and the meetings appeared an all-too- 
familiar surly. But by the end of the 
conference, we were cranking through 
the topics with a stop watch and a smile. 

How could this be? Agreement among 
activists? Cohesion at a conference? Pro- 
ductivity at a party? Unheard of. 

Well, it is hard to express mood on 
paper, but suffice to say there was a 
feeling of unity in the face of impending 
doom. That sort of thing tends to pull 
people together. Most people came to 
work and focused on it until it was time 
to party and party we did! 

Here are some of the major themes 
discussed: 

MOVEMENT DIRECTIONS 

• Expose mainstream environmental 
corporations and other multinationals. 

• Form coalitions with other groups and 


individuals without compromising our 
message or our actions; i.e., join and 
subvert the Sierra Club, link up with 
other groups' actions, work in solidarity 
with oppressed people. 

• Return to our (grass)roots. Work on 
local issues within communities. 

• Organize/nurture more organizers. 

• Focus on USFWS and their role in 
weakening the ESA. 

• Bring in new music to the movement; 
EF! music has to be more than folksy 
white guys w/guitars if we want to reach 
the public, especially young people. 

• Open a harassment info clearing house . 
REVITALIZATION 

• Spread the word about deep ecology 
and biocentrism by spreading the 
Journal; i.e., reading the Journal in pub- 
lic, tabling, getting it into book stores, 
libraries and schools, and sub boosting. 

• Produce a new EF! Primer. (Send sub- 
missions to the Journal office before May) 

• Wear EF! T-shirts and merchandise in 
public with pride. 

• Call ourselves EF! in our activism, 
instead of "trying to look legitimate" by 
changing our name to something like 
the "Native Forest Biodiversity Project." 

• Do basic movement PR — getting the 
message to the media and the people. 

• Train and encourage new activists. 

IMPRESSIONS/FEELINGS 

• Focus some time on self to keep strong 
and mentally healthy. 

• Use criticism to strengthen, not bash. 

• Feed ourselves (mentally, physically, 
metaphysically, etc.). 

• Continually have more fun than oth- 
ers do and people will join us. 
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The Taming of the Corporate Greens 


by Justin Time and the Mystery Riders Workshop 

Recently, this paragraph from a December 19, 1994 
Nation article by Alexander Cockbum and Jeffrey St. 
Clair was reprinted on the Wall Street Journal's front 


Grouse Mountain, British Columbia? No mention. 
North Roaring Devil '86? Must not have counted. The 
Easter Massacre in 1989? Ignored by TWS, but cited as 
the event that finally nationalized the issue by Time 
editor David Seideman and other writers. The land- 


of Option 9?" Doesn'tthat create an economic incentive 
to lose? Maybe industry was right after all and it really 
is a "jobs" issue. If we succeed in stopping the Clinton 
Plan, a goodly number of stump monitors will be out 
of work. Hmmm? 


page: 

The "Wise Use" movement, led by former Sierra Clubber 
Ron Arnold (and staked, like the big greens, by oil compa- 
nies), has been able to score many hits and rally populist 
opposition to environmentalism precisely because many of 
die charges ring true. The mainstream brass is elitist, highly 
paid, detached from the people, indifferent to the working 
class and a firm ally of big government. 

EF! Journal readers are fam ili ar with the sentiments 
expressed by Cockbum and St. Clair. It's nothing new. 
Now both Arnold's front group, the Center for the 
Defense of Free Enterprise (CDFE) and The Wilderness 
Society (TWS) have published new reports that play 


mark Breitenbush lawsuit? James Montieth and John 
Talberth's courageous "mass appeal" (done despite 
heavy admonishment from the nationals) of 238 old 
growth sales, 40 percent of which (7,600 acres) were 
never cut and are now in reserves? 

The many colorful and informative events staged by 
Earth First!, Cathedral Forest Action Group, ONRC, 
Waldo Wilderness Council, and others? The endless 
hours spent by Mary Beth Nearing, Karen Wood and 
Freda London training people in the tactics of non- 
violence? (In my history, these three extraordinary 
women get credit for the fact that no one was ever 
seriously hurt during the string of 1980's actions.) 


directly on our abilities to save the surviving threat- 
ened ecosystems. Here's how they see it: 

Virtual History 

The Wilderness Society just published a primer for 
stump monitors. Called a Citizen's Guide to the North- 
west Forest Plan, its first chapter is entitled a "Brief 
History of the Ancient Forest Controversy." It begins 
with the citation that "some wildlife biologists in the 
early 1970's expressed concerns about loss of old- 
growth habitat for the northern spotted owl and 
other species." It then jumps on to mention how 
"the federal timber sale program began to fall apart 
in 1988 and 1989 as the result of three successful 
lawsuits." A quick mention is made of Section 318 
(the Hatfield Rider from Hell) which mandated the 
cutting of 130,000 acres of prime national forest. (At 



Getting Rich — A Wide Abuse Analysis 

So is it any wonder that corporate apologist and 
leader of the astroturf-roots Wise Use movement, Ron 
Arnold, has any number of bloated bureaucrat poster 
boys to wave before the public? Arnold has just re- 
leased Getting Rich, an analysis of "the environmental 
movement's income, salary, contributor and invest- 
ment patterns. " In it he dissects the finances of the top 
twelve national groups — from the Nature Conser- 
vancy to the pollution credit (cancer bond) trading 
Environmental Defense Fund. We find that the aver- 
age compensation of the top execs of the twelve 
groups is an astounding $174,873 per year, with Jay 
Hair of the National Wildlife Federation (NWF) 
hauling in the top salary of $242,060 and additional 
benefits of $58,000. 

The dismal dozen have collective assets of over 1.2 
billion dollars. In 1993, they took in $633 milli on 
and spent $556 million (averaging $46 million each), 
of which over $217 million went directly to officer, 
director and employee compensation. (Think how 
much threatened habitat could have been bought 
outright and set aside for that kind of money.) 

The report goes on to list the major donors to these 
groups. The list is studded with Fortune 500 firms. 
ARCO, Boeing, Dow Chemical, DuPont, Exxon, 
Newmont Gold, Times-Mirror, Amoco, Ford, AT&T, 
GE, Proctor & Gamble, Shell Oil, Weyerhaeuser, 
Mobil Oil, Waste Management, Chevron and 


the time of Section 318, then TWS head — and current 
Babbitt underling — George Frampton called it a "com- 
promise victory.") 

The history then leaps forward to the 1990's and 
spends four of its six pages on the era of the policy 
wonk's dream — hearings, science teams, congressional 
impasse, the Forest Conference, FEMAT and (ad- 
option 9. 

What Really Happened 

The sanitized TWS history conveniently leaves out 
RARE II, the national groups' compromise on roadless 
areas. The Carter-era RARE II (to which the nationals 
acquiesced) proposed that the line between (big-W) 
designated Wilderness and "released" de facto wilder- 
ness be forever set. This would have, if carried out, 
rendered the ancient forest issue moot long ago, as the 
"released" areas (read: native forest habitat) are the 
very same areas we have been fighting for ever since. 

However, brave souls refused to go along with the 
mainstream greens and opposed the sell-out. Doug 
Norlen and other activists literally stood their ground 
at the Bald Mountain Road site and were partially 
buried by a bulldozer. The attempts to build a resis- 
tance to the Gaston-Orleans (G-O) Road in Northern 
California and the Bald Mountain Road in the Siskiyous 
were the real birthplaces of the modem forest move- 
ment. For any forest history to ignore these events is 
like saying Ghandi's "illegal" salt manufacture or the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott never happened. 

Activists from all over came to blockade the roads 
and, despite pressure from the nationals, the Oregon 
Natural Resources Council (ONRC) and Earth First! 
filed the RARE II lawsuit and the issue was engaged. 
The nationals? They sent out threatening letters to 
their members who had the audacity to support the 
actions and lawsuit. 

The Wilderness Society misses virtually all the other 
critical junctures in its Orwellian history as well. There 
is no mention of the early 1987 petition for listing of 
the spotted owl filed by Green World and roundly 
condemned by the nationals. Yours truly was in DC at 
the time and was amazed by the mainstream execs' 
unanimous whining about the petition. One even 
said, "Well, there goes any chance we ever had." 
Chance of what, I never could figure out. 

Dinah Ross' 1979 first old growth appeals that saved 
9,000 acres around Pahtoo (Mt. Jefferson)? Must not 
have happened. Millennium Grove/Middle Santiam? 


Mike Roselle and friends' dependable arrival at site 
after site of destruction? The massive national educa- 
tion campaign carried out by Lou Gold, Beth Howell, 
Kelpie Wilson, Steve Marsden and their tireless allies at 
the Siskiyou Regional Education Project? Cecilia 
Lanman and EPIC'S heroic efforts to save the last 
functional stands of redwoods? Redwood Summer? 
Opal Creek? 

The founding in direct response to the ineffective- 
ness of the nationals of the Association of Forest 
Service Employees for Environmental Ethics (AFSEEE), 
the John Muir Society (Sierra Club reformers who are 
threatened with lawsuits by the Sierra Club over their 
name) and the Native Forest Council, with its highly- 
effective national media campaign? The critical early 
financial support of the McKenzie River Gathering 
Foundation and the Levinson Foundation? None of 
this hits the TWS radar screen. Unbelievable. 

Same As It Ever Was 


Pennzoil are just some of the major funders of the 
modem day mainstream environmental movement. 

For their part, the groups return the favor and hold 
major investments in the afore-mentioned behemoths. 
TWS, for example, has $385,000 in GMAC and major 
holdings in dozer-builders Deere & Co. and Cummins 
Engine, JP Morgan, 3M, US Bancorp, Southern Cal 
Edison, GE, Gannett and IBM. Many other large corpo- 
rations show up in the TWS multi-million dollar invest- 
ment portfolio as well. 

TWS also gets over $ 100,000 per year from the David 
and Lucille Packard Foundation, owners of a large 
Idaho ranch that's famous for being the welfare ranch 
most out of compliance on grazing. British Columbia's 
favorite deforestation company Macmillan-Bloedel 
recently bought 50 percent of Truss-Joist. Truss-Joist's 
CEO, Walt Minnick, put up $250,000 for a seat he now 
occupies on the TWS Board of Directors. Jerry Franklin, 
one of the architects of (co)-Option 9 is also on the 
TWS board (no conflict of interests there, I guess.) And, 


Perhaps even more unbelievable than their revisionist 
history is TWS's solution to the forest 
crisis: train people to monitor timber Z' 
sales. The inherent catch is that though Th© W 
you may well stop some egregious sales 
that are in non-compliance, you by Justin 
undoubtedly will be supporting sales 0:1 Ratio 
that are consistent with (co)-Option 9. The \ 

The spotted owl lawsuit plaintiffs have 0:5 Ratio 
already given the green light to dozens Wilde 

of old growth sales (see Phil Nanas’ 0:1 Ratio 
articles in the Samhain and Yule, 1994, on Tt 

editions of the Journal). Now, people are 0:1 Ratio 

being primed to go after the two or onTL 

three trees that might be cut in the 0:9 Ratio 
(woefully inadequate) buffer area all mem! 

the while ignoring the thousands of 0:5 Ratio 
trees being cut on the "legal" side of the Wilde 

same sad buffer. Bottom line is: (co)- 0:7 Ratio 

Option 9 monitors, funded by corporate Wilde 

America, are out there helping identify 0:3 Ratio 
billions of dollars worth of public assets heires 

for liquidation and private profit. 0:2 Ratio 

One has to ask the question: if the ness S 

plaintiffgroupswerereallyseriousabout 0:3 Ratio 

stopping (co)-Option 9 in court, why The V 

were each and every one of them 0:4 Ratio 
simultaneouslypreparingsix-figure-plus V on IT 
grants to "monitor the implementation >« 


continued on next page 


The Wilderness Society’s Grassroots Index 

by Justin Time 

0:1 Ratio of environmental activists to ex-CIA lawyers on 
The Wilderness Society's Board of Directors. 

0:5 Ratio of environmental activists to ranchers on The 
Wilderness Society's Board of Directors. 

0:1 Ratio of environmental activists to timber industry CEOs 
on The Wilderness Society's Board of Directors. 

0:1 Ratio of environmental activists to Forest Service employees 
on The Wilderness Society's Board of Directors. 

0:9 Ratio of environmental activists to FORTUNE 500 board 
members on The Wilderness Society's Board of Directors. 

0:5 Ratio of environmental activists to millionaires on The 
Wilderness Society's Board of Directors. 

0:7 Ratio of environmental activists to lawyers on The 
Wilderness Society's Board of Directors. 

0:3 Ratio of environmental activists to oil company heirs and 
heiresses on The Wilderness Society's Board of Directors. 

0:2 Ratio of environmental activists to bankers on The Wilder 
ness Society's Board of Directors. 

0:3 Ratio of environmental activists to Real Estate tycoons on 
The Wilderness Society's Board of Directors. 

0:4 Ratio of environmental activists to Foundation Directors 
on The Wilderness Society's Board of Directors. 
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Whine and Cheese: 

The “Wilderness” Society Chokes in Idaho 


by Woody Beardsley 

When asked by the Journal to do a story about the 
situation in Idaho and The Wilderness Society's mind 
boggling withdrawal of a federal injunction on six 
national forests that, among many other things, has 
left endangered salmon, wildlife habitat, and forest 
activists in a bad way, I hesitated. Not only am I not 
from Idaho, but both Wild Forest Review ( WFR ) and 
High Country News ( HCN ) have recently done stories on 
the subject. However, since I've never shied from a 
chance to stick my foot in my mouth, I said "Sure! " The 
two papers' treatment of the story couldn't have been 
more different. Like the divergent opinions surround- 
ing the fall-out in Idaho, this is worth looking at. 


On January 12, Federal Judge Dan Ezra granted an 
injunction closing six national forests in Idaho at the 
request of The Wilderness Society (TWS), the Pacific 
Rivers Council (PRC) and Sierra Club Legal Defense 
(SCLDF). It was the result of a suit they'd brought 
against the Forest Service for failing to consult with the 
National Marine Fisheries Service and amend their 
forest plans to accommodate the endangered salmon. 
The injunction precluded all logging, mining and 
grazing activity on the Challis, Clearwater, Nez Perce, 
Payette, Salmon and Sawtooth National Forests. 

For a minute it looked like a badly needed victory for 
the otherwise endangered salmon. But twelve days 
later, after a series of well orchestrated public Wise Use 
rallies against the injunction, and the day before the 
injunction was to be put in place, TWS pulled 
out. The judge reluctantly put a hold on the 
injunction until March 16, and it has since 
been permanently lifted with TWS' blessing. 
"The Society" did not want to take the blame 
for closing down the forests. 

Jeffrey St. Clair published a blistering ac- 
count of the fiasco and The Wilderness Society's 
sad capitulation in the latest Wild Forest Review 
(see "Whither the Wilderness Society?" and 
"Ignominy and Resistance in Idaho", WFR, 
vol. 2, no. 3). His story emphasizes the impacts 
the withdrawal has had on the situation in 
Cove/Mallard roadless area on the Nez Pierce 
National Forest where two Massive White 
Dudes (MWDs), with the support of dozens of 
other activists, attempted to block the logging 
activity which started back up when the in- 
junction was lifted. The MWDs were arrested 


and charged with felonies under a bogus Idaho law 
which makes opposition to logging a felony (the 
charges have since been dropped). St. Clair went on, 
ripping into The Society and condemning it for the 
worst kind of chicken-shit, political flip-flopping cow- 
ardice that not only hurts the real work of grassroots 
activists, but more importantly, the wild lands and 
creatures The Society is supposedly committed to 
protect. 

The High Country News story, written by free lance 
journalist Steve Stuevner (see "Salmon campaign frac- 
tures over how to include people," HCN, vol. 27 no.3), 
at first glance was all but an outright apology for the 
Wilderness Society's lame behavior. They published a 
big picture of an anti-environmental rally in Salmon 
to emphasize the effect the rally had, and it read like 
HCN thought the reversal of the injunction was a good 
thing. Wouldn't want to upset the locals now, would 
we? It did raise the question of why TWS filed for the 
injunction without talking to local activists in the first 
place (folks who knew the politics were against such an 
injunction), but not once did it mention the Cove/ 
Mallard activists in Dixie, Idaho, nor the campaign to 
save roadless habitat. But this is no surprise. HCN and 
it's publisher Ed Marston have long been detractors of 
Earth First!, direct action campaigns, and civil disobe- 
dience. Why change now? 

The difference between the stories in Wild Forest 
Review and High Country News highlights the impor- 
tant strategic difference in conservation strategies 
between grassroots activist styles and large corporate 
organization styles (in this case it could just as easily 
have been The Wilderness Society, the Sierra Club, or 

continued on page 15 



State of the Movement Undressed 

continued from the previous page 

TWS head, G. John Roush, is himself a Montana rancher. Yet, TWS Washington 
state staffer Bob Freimark states, in a recent Oregonian article, that "funding doesn't 
influence our policy." 

TWS, SCLDF and Cove/Mallard 

Elsewhere in this issue there is analysis and reporting on the (ig)-Noble Timber 
Sale sell-out [see above]. Briefly, I'd like to note that the sale and all habitat 
disturbing activities on six Idaho national forests were effectively stopped by an 
injunction that the Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund (SCLDF) obtained by telling the 
Court that an emergency situation existed, then quickly went back to court and 
asked for a "stay" of the injunction. Sound familiar? Despite the fact that SCLDF 
plans to go to the Supreme Court to defend an identical injunction in Oregon, 
SCLDF illogic deemed it OK to give up the Idaho version. Why? 

Well, it seems that some of the Idaho ranchers that pay the salary of Idaho TWS 
staffer Craig Gerkhe called in their (cow) chips. Best I can figure is that rancher, TWS 
fund-raiser, and former Governor Cecil D. Andrus put in a call to Bruce Babbitt. 
Babbitt then leaned on his flunky, former TWS-head George Frampton. Who then 
leaned on Gerkhe. Who, in turn, called off SCLDF. 

Amazingly, Gerkhe claimed that they had to give up the injunction as 
environmentalists would get hurt otherwise. Ironically, the actual risks to real 
conservationists increased dramatically as a direct result of TWS's action, as dozens 
of conscientious folks headed to the area to begin CD in a climate where the Wide 
Abusers have been emboldened by the nationals' lack of backbone. 

Now it seems that SCLDF will be faced with sanctions (judicial reprimands and 
possible fines) from the court that granted, then stayed the injunction, as it violates 
the duties of SCLDF attorneys as officers of the court to cry "emergency" then give 
up a court injunction for political reasons. 

Vic Sher, head of SCLDF, writes in a recent article in SCLDF's in-house journal, 
In Brief, how, "Despite our victories in court, the political landscape for the 
environment is more bleak than at any time in the past quarter century. Environ- 
mental disputes have become increasingly complex, contentious, and expensive. 
Sadly, with mounting frequency, we see our courtroom victories threatened — and 
even, sometimes, lost in the court of public opinion." 

Leaving aside the glaring question of "what victories?" one can easily make the 
case that our losses in the court of public opinion are directly related to SCLDF and 
the nationals' knee-jerk capitulation every time there is even a glimmer of holding 
the line and gaining the backing of the general public. Environmentalists are seen, 
much like the spineless Clinton, as standing for nothing every time an injunction 
or timber sale is given up. 

The Deal of Shame End Game 

On February 9, the Oregonian reported that Senator Slade Gorton, R-Timber, was 
preparing to introduce yet another "sufficiency" rider. This, Gorton assures us, 
would not be resisted by Clinton. According to Gorton, he has "private assurance" 
from the White House (read: Babbitt) that Bubba won't veto such legislation. 

On March 15, 1995, the House of Congress got the jump on Gorton and his 


extractionist senate buddies when they passed a "salvage" rider proposed by Reps. 
Charles Taylor (R-NC) and Norm Dicks (D-WA). The Taylor/Dicks Amendment 
calls for the cutting of six-billion board feet (disturbing 150,000 acres) of public 
forest over the next two years. Like past riders, Taylor/Dicks suspends the relevant 
environmental laws. Such so-called sufficiency riders show how desperate the 
plunderers are to hide what they are doing to America's public lands from the 
owners of these lands. The polemic of weakness, as preached and practiced by the 
nationals, has emboldened the beast once again. 

When the plaintiffs gave up their offering of sacrificial old growth in late 1993, 
in justification they trotted out a letter from the White House promising that 
Clinton would resist any future sufficiency riders. This letter, obviously not worth 
the tree flesh it was written on, was the sole worthless trade-off resulting from the 
plaintiffs' surrender. 

When Will They Ever Learn? 

The scariest part of the nationals' and big regionals' capitulation/denial is that 
now they are proposing more of the same for the upcoming Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) reauthorization fight. On a continuum from "Zero Tolence for Species Loss" 
on one end and the "Developer's Dream" on the other, the nationals propose a 
starting position somewhere to the developer's side of the middle. They actually 
propose that we engage industry in Habitat Conservation Plans (HCP) which would 
absolve large landowners from responsibility for any protection of species' habitat 
on their lands, despite any new scientific knowledge that might come along in the 
future. Kind of reminds one of how they went to the Forest Conference with pleas 
for Adaptive Management Areas. 

Weyerhaeuser just gained federal approval of a spotted owl HCP for their 
Millicom a Tree Farm (209,000 acres of purloined public land) in Coos and Douglas 
counties, Oregon. This Babbitt-signed plan calls for leaving a mammoth 1,592 acres 
of old growth standing (for 35 known nesting pairs and resident singles) and is 
unlitigable for 50 years. Amazingly, all 1,592 acres are legally harvestable after 20 
years, meaning a full 100 percent of the old growth will be destroyed. Not 
surprisingly, this travesty sailed through without a word of protest from the 
national groups. 

The result on the ground has been horrid. We know the disgraceful litany of 
failure of the national groups' "Lobby and Litigate" strategy. Have they learned 
anything from their failures? Not a chance. When pinned down at the recent 
Western Ancient Forest Activists Conference in Ashland, Oregon, Mike Axline, one 
of the legal minds behind the litigation strategy, claimed that the plaintiff groups 
hadn't given any green light for a single tree to be cut. Of course, this is in direct 
contradiction to the stumps on the ground. Axline refused to say whether the 
plaintiffs would appeal Judge Dwyer's decision. They eventually decided not to 
appeal, thus securing their "monitoring" jobs. Axline ended his hubris-ridden 
analysis by defending the failed litigation as "still the best strategy." 

Sorry, Mike, but we're not that defeatist. Your "best strategy" is a proven loser. We 
believe that with acknowledgment of the true history and a better analysis of what 
went wrong, we can get it right. It is time to shed any illusions of help coming from 
the national groups and get on with it. Fighting off Arnold with the Babbittry of 
Clinton and the baggage of the nationals strapped to our backs won't be easy, but 
is there any other choice? 
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Agency Bootlickers Sell Out Fish 

By Char Tooth 

The Pacific Northwest and the Northern Rockies are quickly losing the bull 
trout, and the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) seems to want to quicken 
the process. The situation is similar to that of the Chinook salmon. Both fish 
were abundant 50 years ago, were heavily fished, are extremely susceptible to 
the devastating influences of logging, mining, grazing and development, and 
both are being denied the proper treatment as endangered species. In docu- 
ments released in February, the USFWS was caught red-handed illegally delay- 
ing emergency protection to the nearly extinct bull trout. 

Bull trout — most closely related to arctic char — are an amazingly adaptive 
species, often migrating between lakes and rivers and, among certain groups, 
between rivers and the ocean. Bull trout often live in the highest mountain 
streams, higher than most other trout can tolerate. Despite their incredible 
evolutionary adaptation, the bull trout are on their way out, yet another 
casualty of the west's forest and range practices. Cows and clearcuts are doing 
the bull trout in, causing erosion, siltation and sedimentation to their habitat. 
Stream and lake siltation is intolerable to the bull trout, who require pristine, silt-free waters or they literally suffocate. 

When the bull trout was given "warranted but precluded" status last summer, the FWS ignored recommendations of its own status review 
team that stated that the fish faced a "priority 2", or "high and imminent" threat of extinction. Such a threat legally earns the beleaguered 
bull trout an emergency listing under the ESA. Politicians such as Marc Racicot (R-MT), Phil Batt (R-ID), and former Idaho governor Cecil 
Andrus, pressured agency leaders in Washington, DC, to change that designation to "priority 9 — moderate to low." Fortunately, they didn't 
get away with it. 

The Alliance for the Wild Rockies and Friends of the Wild Swan, along with Swan View Coalition and the Kettle Range Conservation 
Group, filed suit against the USFWS over their arbitrary and illegal actions. These groups have also filed suit against the equally heinous 
Forest Service for their failure to provide for viable populations of bull trout in NF in Montana, Idaho, Oregon, and Washington, as required 
by the National Forest Management Act. 

Clearly, the USFWS is acting in a completely irrational manner and must be stopped before they finish the act of decimating the bull 
trout. If we don't stop them, this very stupid and cowardly agency will do just that. Please call and write Mollie Beattie, Director, US Fish and 
Wildlife Service, 1849 C. St. NW, Washington DC 20240; phone (202) 208-4545. 



Buzzard Roadless Area in Eastern Oregon Threatened 


by Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project 

The Umatilla National Forest (NF) is preparing to enter one of Eastern 
Oregon's last intact roadless areas. We need your help! The "Buzzard" 
Timber Sale has been planned for the sole purpose of demon- 
strating that logging can be done in roadless areas while 
preserving their "roadless character." No new roads 
would be built yet this logging would threaten the 
local viability of a great number of sensitive and 
rare species. The "Buzzard" roadless area is home 
to many creatures who need it more than hu- 
mans do. These creatures can co-exist with 
current primitive recreation but not with the 
proposed logging. Rare and sensitive species 
thought to be in the Buzzard Project Area 
include tiger salamander, spotted frog, tailed 
frog, wolverine, lynx, willow flycatcher, lazuli 
bunting, northern goshawk, hoary bat, white- 
headed woodpecker, northern three-toed wood- 
pecker, boreal owl, brown creeper, fisher, preble's 
shrew, blue mountain cryptochian, green fescue and 
pine martin. The area is also home to black bear, cougar, 
white-tailed deer, elk, hermit thrush, black-chinned hum- 
mingbird, golden eagle, rubber boa, mink, rainbow trout, osprey, 
spruce grouse, yellow warbler, and northern flying squirrel. 

The "Buzzard" Project Area is headwaters drainage to the Grande 
Ronde, Wenaha, and Walla Walla rivers and ultimately the Snake and 


Columbia. Logging in the area could adversely affect endangered spring 
and fall Chinook and sensitive steelhead and bull trout. 

The area contains important lynx habitat and is large 
enough for a lynx home range. It could also be part of 
a wolverine home range. The "Jauss and Corral 
Roadless Area" (the official name of the roadless 
area where the Buzzard sale is located) forms 
an important buffer for and potential addi- 
tion to the Wenaha-Tucarinon Wilderness. 
The Buzzard roadless area is one of the few 
areas left in eastern Oregon's national 
forest land still in a relatively natural state, 
which can give us heightened awareness, 
attunement to the world and a sense of 
connectedness so lacking in the rush of 
fractured society. 

Please help us stop this sale. Comments are 
due by May lst\\ Write to Tom Reilly, Walla 
Walla Ranger District, 1415 West Rose, Walla 
Walla, WA 99362; phone (509) 522-6090. Tell him 
you are opposed to all logging in any roadless areas which 
must be protected to provide larger, intact wildlife habitat for sensitive 
species and that you support only the "No Action, Alternative 'A.'" You 
can also ask for a copy of the Final Environmental Impact Statement for 
the Buzzard Sale. 



appealed a decision by the Forest Service (FS) to log the area adjacent 
to the 1992 RRR site in the Piedra River drainage in the San Juan 


Mountains of Colorado. Many of you who attended the rendezvous 
undoubtedly walked through the forests the FS wants to log in the 


Dudley-Horsefly timber sales. 

The "Horsefly" portion of this area contains the last significant 
stand of old-growth Ponderosa Pine left unprotected on the San 
Juan National Forest (NF). Actually, the Forest Service (who named 
these people?) said they could enhance the old growth nature of this 
area. Leave it to the Forest Service to think that logging can improve 
old growth. Maybe someday they will understand that one of the 


key characteristics of old growth is freedom from human tampering. 

As for the virgin old growth mixed conifer and spruce-fir of the 
"Dudley" (Coyote Ridge to those in the know) portion of the sale, 
the FS prescribed 2.5 miles of new roads to cure the decadent forest 
of its old growth. And of course just to make the bad worse the FS 


threw in its usual few hundred acres of aspen clearcuts. 


Members of Ancient Forest Rescue and Earth First! wrote the 


appeal for this decision, with the aid of the wizard-like law skills of 
Roger Flynn. We were joined in our appeal by two other groups, the 
Colorado Environmental Coalition and the San Juan Citizen's 


Alliance. Four for the Forest prevailed in our appeal, when Tom 
Thompson, the Deputy Regional Forester, found that the EA for the 
sale had failed in several regards. First, the Biological Evaluation (BE) 
for the sale failed to analyze the effects (i.e. how many dead?) the 
sale would have on the tiny, but very spunky, pygmy nuthatch, 
which just happens to love old growth pine forests. Second, the BE 
failed to look at how the sale would affect the golden crowned 
kinglet and the purple martin. All of the aforementioned species are 
classified as "sensitive" in this region. Third, the EA failed to look at 
the sales' cumulative impact, especially in regards to the area's 
watershed. Fourth, the EA failed to affirm that the sale would 
comply with FS Regional Soil Quality Standards. Fifth and finally, 
the EA did not adequately state which mitigations for the sales 
would be adopted into the sale contract. 

So we won the appeal and this Forest is saved, right? Not quite. 

The FS is now doing its best imitation of Dr. Frankenstein and is 
trying to resurrect this unholy beast of a sale with a new EA. Shall 
we sit idle and watch the beautiful forest that sheltered us at one of 
our gatherings be destroyed? No! Rest assured San Juan Earth First! 
will fight this sale until its dead for good. Feel like lending a hand? 

Be sure to contact the San Juan EF! contact in the directory if you're 
passing our way this year. We will be having plenty of gatherings in 
the old growth in this area this summer, and a direct action cam- 
paign if they send the trucks in. Also feel free to write a letter to San 
Juan NF Supervisor Jim Webb at 701 Camino del Rio, Durango, CO 
81301. Just tell Webb how you feel about this area being logged; he's 
got an open mind. 
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Freddies Being 
Schooled in Skirting 
NEPA 


An affidavit recently submitted to the Vermont 
Federal District Court could have far-reaching 
implications for the past and present management 
of national forests in the Northeast. According to 
the affidavit, filed by a former United States Forest 
Service (USFS) employee, the Northeast Regional 
Office instructed employees to circumvent the 
requirements of the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA). 

The affidavit was filed as a part of a lawsuit by 
several conservation organizations and Vermont 
citizens that challenges a USFS proposal to log an 
area of the Green Mountain National Forest known 
as Lamb Brook. A coalition of conservation organi- 
zations and citizens of Vermont filed a lawsuit on 
June 9, 1994 to halt a project that would log over 
1,000 acres in the 5,000 acre Lamb Brook area. The 
area, in the towns of Wilmington, Searsburgh and 
Readsboro, Vermont, is one of the last wild tracts 
left in the Green Mountain National Forest. 

In the affidavit, Shelley Hight, a former FS em- 
ployee who worked on the Lamb Brook proposal, 
stated that at a February 11, 1992 employee training 
session conducted by officials from the Northeast 
Regional Office of the FS, the trainers "made it 
clear...that they were interested...in teaching us how 
to get around NEPA requirements." They also 
"stressed that [staff should] refrain from revealing 
potentially significant environmental impacts 
which might upset the result desired by the Forest 
Service." 

Hight cited as an example that "when staffers 
from our office walked Lamb Brook, they found 
bear cub tracks in the area. The staff discussed Lamb 
Brooks importance as a bear 'nursery.' However, this 
information was never included in the [Environ- 
mental Assessment]." 

According to the affidavit, the trainers included 
Dane Maddox, Northeast Regional NEPA Coordina- 
tor-Gary Lytle, Team Leader for Law Enforcement 
and Claims; and two Forest Service regional office 
lawyers, Leslie Auriemmo, Esq. and Vincent 
Vukevich, Esq. 

The lawsuit was brought by Green Mountain 
Forest Watch (GMFW), Conservation Law Founda- 
tion, Preserve Appalachian Wilderness and nine 
other groups and individuals. For more information 
contact Mathew Jacobson, GMFW, (802) 257-4878. 


Group Sues to Save Swift Ft 


ox 


Irrnu Territory 
Invaded by 
Screaming 
Jets 



by Friends of Nitassinan 

The United States Airforce (USAF) has announced 
plans to conduct low-level training flights over Innu 
land in Labrador this spring. They join the British, 
German and Dutch airforces which currently 
conduct 7-8000 low-level training sorties per season 
over Innu land from Canadian Forces Goose Bay 
Base. These airforces began flying over Innu terri- 
tory in 1979 at the invitation of the Canadian 
government without prior knowledge or approval of 
the Innu. Belgian, Jtalian and French airforces will 
also be training at Goose Bay this spring. Despite 
the continuing protests of the Innu, low-level 
flights flights have increased. 

Low-level training to the Innu means jets scream- 
ing at an altitude of 100 feet over their land and 
camps. The startle effect of overflights is associated 


by Biodiversity Legal Foundation 

The Biodiversity Legal Foundation and biologist Jon Sharps have filed suit in federal court against Secre- 
tary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt and the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) for their failure to issue a 
final ruling on a petition to list and protect the swift fox in the Great Plains under the Endangered Species 
Act (ESA). 

The USFWS received a petition to list the swift fox as an endangered species on March 3, 1992 triggering 
a 90 day review process to determine whether the listing is warranted or not. On June 1, 1994, just about 
two years late, the agency published a notice in the Federal Register that listing the fox as threatened or 
endangered "may be warranted" throughout the swift fox's historic range. 

The ESA requires that within 12 months after receiving a petition that has been determined to have 
enough scientific information to indicate that the listing may be warranted, the Secretary of the Interior 
must publish in the Federal Register a 
finding of "warranted" or "not 
warranted." In the case of the swift 
fox, the required decision is now 
almost one year overdue. 

Swift foxes have been reduced to 
primarily small, fragmented and 
isolated populations. Their preferred 
habitat has been severely reduced over 
time by the conversion of native 
prairie to agriculture and other 
human developments. Prey species 
that were normally available to the 
swift fox have also been seriously 
reduced by prairie conversion. Swift 
fox numbers have suffered as a result 
of predator and rodent control 
programs, trapping, hunting and 
capture by dogs. 

There is a close association between 
the gregarious-natured swift fox and 
the prairie dog ecosystem. Prairie dogs 
provide the fox with both a year- 
round prey base and an abundance of 
burrows. Tragically, state and federal 
land management agencies continue 
policies that annihilate prairie dog 
ecosystems throughout the west, endangering not only the swift fox, but also the 165 known vertebrate 
species that are associated with the prairie dog ecosystem. As the US Forest Service continues its war against 
prairie dog ecosystems on the National Grasslands, many additional species, such as the burrowing owl, 
ferruginous hawk and the black footed ferret, become increasingly imperiled and head for the endangered 
species list. 

According to South Dakota biologist Jon Sharps, a co-plaintiff in the lawsuit, "The Swift Fox is close to 
extirpation (local extinction) in the Northern Great Plains and recovery is unlikely throughout its range 
without federal intervention and protection." 

Contact Jasper Carlton, Biodiversity Legal Foundation, (303) 442-3037 and Jon Sharps (60S) 923-6399 


attempted to implement an avoidance program 
that, at least in theory, requires pilots to avoid noise 
sensitive areas for wildlife (including two endan- 
gered species), outfitter lodges, and Innu camps. 

However, the avoidance program was proposed 
by DND before it had done surveys to locate the 
noise sensitive areas. When the surveys were done, 
they indicated that huge areas would be closed to 
flying. The client airforces claimed that such 
environmental protections would interfere with 
their training programs, and subsequently, DND 
relaxed the avoidance criteria to the point where 
they are ineffective. The conclusion: military pilots 
can't both train and avoid people and wildlife, even 
at the current training levels. 

Should the USAF commence training at Goose 
Bay this April, it will do so in violation of aboriginal 
rights, a defective environmental mitigation 
program and a shoddy and discredited environ- 
mental review. 

Letters are urgently needed. Please write to: 

Dr. William Perry, Secretary of Defense, The Penta- 
gon, Washington, DC 20301; FAX (703) 695-1219 
Jean Chretian, Prime Minister Canada, Langevin 
Block, 80 Wellington Street, 2nd floor, Ottawa, 
ONK1A OA6 

Hermutt Kohl, Federal Chancellor, Adenauer-Allee 

139-141, 5300, Bonn FR Germany 

For more information contact 

Daniel Ashini, Innu Nation, POB 119, Sheshatshiu, 

Nitassinan, AOP 1MO Canada; (709) 497-8396. 

Friends of Nitassinan, POB 804 Burlington VT 05402; 

(802) 863-0571 



with increased miscarriages, heart attacks, and 
permanent hearing damage. The Innu are also 
extremely concerned about the impact of the 
training on the wildlife they depend on. Scientific 
studies corroborate what Innu elders have been 
saying for some time now: the flights are having a 
negative effect on the health of caribou, waterfowl, 
raptors, and other important species. The airspace 
that the USAF plans to train in has never been 
ceded to the Canadian government by way of treaty 
or land rights agreement, and belongs to the Innu 
people. In lieu of treaty, the Canadian government 
is illegally renting out Innu airspace and certain 
ground facilities to third parties (NATO air forces) 
against the will of the Innu people. 

The Canadian Department of National Defence 
(DND) has announced these flights without even 
waiting for the results of the federal environmental 
review of the program. They are now bringing in a 
fourth airforce and increasing the number of sorties 
to 18,000. 

The planned USAF deployment to Goose Bay, 
should it come to pass, will take place without 
adequate environmental protection. The DND has 
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What Snake River Chinook Salmon Are 


and What They Need Right Now 


by Eric Ryberg 

Snake River Chinook salmon are anadromous 
fish, which means they spend most of their lives in 
the ocean, but are bom and spawn inland. Their eggs 
are laid in "redds," or nests, usually in gentle riffles in 
the headwaters and tributaries of, in this case, the 
Snake and Salmon Rivers. 

For reasons nobody knows, or can possibly know, 
they swim to the ocean after up to two years spent in 
the stream of their birth. There they migrate north, off 
the coast of Alaska. Then, after several years (it varies) 
spent growing large and tough, they turn around and 
swim back. How they do it nobody knows, but they 
navigate to the precise spot they were bom. There the 
females use their tails to excavate a nest, moving up to 
a tons of riverbottom each, and this after the upstream 
swim which can take months. 


Salmon, bythetimethey get "home," areexhausted, 
wounded, and nearly dead. In some respects they are 
dead; their flesh usually has begun to rot, and often 



strips of it literally hang from their bodies by the time 
they reach their birthplace. They eat almost nothing 
on their trip. After they spawn they drift downstream, 
too exhausted to fight even a small current. They 
soon die. 

If these creatures are to persist, they need a few 
things from us immediately. They need spawning 
habitat which is not polluted with fine sediment 
from erosion. Sediment seals in the eggs and 
asphyxiates them. Logging, grazing, and roadbuilding 
in Chinook salmon habitat must be curtailed or 
eliminated. This is a big part of the salmon's decline, 
but it is not the biggest. 

They need a current to follow to the ocean. At 
present, the dams on the Snake River and the 
Columbia create stagnant lakes. The fish in their 
migration to the ocean die from their inability to find 
their way through the unmoving muck. It turns out 
that these fish are smart enough that they don't need 
much of a current — the -tiniest drift seems- to be 
discernible to them. Many people believe that if the 
dams would only send a little extra water through the 
dams during downstream migration, this would 
provide the necessary flow. Our bureaucrats, however, 
are greedy, and they do not want to give up any water 
by flushing it downstream. Many believe the problem 
of inadequate flow to be the largest obstacle to 
salmon survival right now. Any letter urging efforts 
to preserve salmon should insist on "drawdowns" to 
enhance downstream flow. Obviously, removal of 
the dams is the long-term solution. Right now there 
just isn't time to argue: we need drawdowns this year. 
We can blow the dams next year, when we have 
proven the need for such a thing to all Americans 
(except those who happen to own electric companies.) 

The fish need to get not just to the dams, but over 
or through them. They need to make it through the 
turbines without getting ground up into pate. Many 
who seem to know believe this is less of a problem 

than you might expect. Most fish seem to survive the 

turbines. 


The Lights Grow Dim 

continued from the front page 

angst and a bad sense of direction. No, these are some 
bad-ass fish, and if you ever saw one clear the waterfall 
over here on French Creek you'd know what I mean. 

But, see, you won't see that. You won't ever see that 
for as long as you or anybody with even the dimmest 
memory of your name is alive. Because these bad-ass 
fish, these fish that have endured dams, Freddies, and 
bureaucrats for whom an appropriate obscenity has 
not yet been invented, these fish, these French Creek 
fish, are now extinct. The fish that lived and spawned 
and died by the millions in French Creek, the fish that 
swam a thousand miles only to be confronted with 
one first-class extra-gnarly waterfall just a few feet 
from their home, these fish whose ancestors have 
cleared that waterfall for millennia: they are extinct. 
Nobody has seen a French Creek Salmon since 1987, 
when Rich Uberuaga, a Freddy, watched a lone salmon 
die, the last of his race, the last ever to make that 
mighty leap home to the gentle headwater riffles of 
French Creek. There won't be Chinook salmon in 
French Creek ever again. They're gone, compadre. 

You can't take a Chinook salmon (or salmon egg) 
from, say, Big Creek and stick her in French Creek and 
expect her to come back to French Creek when it's 
time to spawn. She's too smart. She knows. She knows 
something isn't right from the very instant she hatches, 
and like I said, this is a no compromise fish we're 
discussing. She won't want any truck with French 
Creek. She doesn't belong in French Creek. She 
doesn't like French Creek. She resents being in French 
Creek. If she could find out who put her there she'd 
take that gigantic jaw of hers and crush the bastard. 

About eight-hundred or so of these fish made it 
back to Idaho last year. That's down from a high of 
countless millions on, say, the year I was bom, 1965. 


There are people around here, lunatics to the very 
core, who urge me to have hope. They point out that 
a single Chinook salmon lays 4,000 eggs. They re- 
mind me that this fish has endured our dams and our 
wanton forest practices for decades, and is still hold- 
ing on, albeit barely. They do not let me forget that 
this fish is tough... Means business. 

I appreciate their optimism, sort of. But a new kind 
of resolve, a new kind of mean-spirited, focused, 
creative, and coordinated attack is going to be re- 
quired if we are to do this fish any justice in its final 
days. There isn't any time left for cheery optimism, 
and there isn't anything left to be optimistic about. 
This animal is going extinct before our eyes, and it 
isn't happening slowly. Empty, soul-less bureaucrats 
and hollow Freddies spew their dizzying garbage and 
continue to level their vacant, brainless glares upon 
this land, forever impoverishing everything they 
encounter, and they are not opposed. 

There is no 1970's Sierra Club, pounding the streets 
and proving to our leadership that people care about 
an animal that holds so much beauty and wisdom 
and magic. There is no Audubon Society out there, 
holding high its photos of this creature and demand- 
ing its protection. There is not a National Wildlife 
Federation, or Trout Unlimited even, quietly plead- 
ing for a return to the days when it was legal to fish for 
salmon here. Instead there is a weak and frightened 
shambles of an environmental movement, ever bick- 
ering for more money and ever whining for more 
attention, all the fight long ago gone from their 
lifeless features and languid brains. 

If this fish is to live, then we are going to have to 
fight. We cannot save this fish by making friends with 
our adversaries, because the very people who are 
running the salmon off the planet are getting rich by 
doing so. This seems to be something the big groups 
do not understand. They are afraid. They have lost 


The fish need to survive in the ocean. They need 
not to be caught by the millions by fishermen. This is 
less of a problem now, because commercial fishing for 
salmon is no longer legal in this country. 

The fish need to be able to get back upstream. They 
need to get past the dams. Where this is a problem, it is 
a permanent one: salmon from areas above dams without 
adequate fish ladders are now extinct, and the point is 
moot. But the dams with marginal fish ladders need to be 
modified. Also, water withdrawals from streams in the 
summer for livestock grazing and agriculture create dried 
up streams or reduce streamflow to the point where 
water temperatures rise above the lethal level for salmon 
and their eggs. 

Finally, in the long term fish populations need to be 
free of the genetic tweaking and introduction of disease 
that happens when hatchery fish enter the picture. 
Hatcheries are not, emphatically not, an answer to the 
problem, but a very big threat. It is absolutely vital that 
we not rely on or even allow further hatchery interference. 

If we do not solve these problems right now, this year, 
we will be mourning the salmon and cursing our inaction 
just a few years hence. Please remind your congresspeople 
how important it is to take the necessary steps to protect 
this animal, and write to the Washington offices of the 
big environmental groups (especially the ones you may 
belong to) and insist they make this a top priority. It is too 
late to bicker and whine: we must demand, and we must 
demand persuasively and articulately. We must not 
relent. 

On March 5, the National Marine Fisheries Service 
released its plan for managing the downstream fish 
migration this spring. It plans to continue barging the 
fish around the dams, a practice which has proven to be 
completely meritless. Salmon have been barged for 20 
years now, and their population has undergone an 
unabated nose-dive. The plan does not call for drawdowns. 
Only a truly massive public outcry can save the last 
remnants of Snake River Chinook salmon. Please take a 
moment now and write a letter to your congresspersons 
demanding that drawdowns be implemented this year. 


their way. They equivocate, they waver, they worry and 
fret. They are not tough and they do not mean business. 

The Snake River Chinook salmon deserves better. The 
Snake River Chinook salmon is one of the most magical, 
bewildering, and fierce creatures to bless the planet, and 
right now it needs our help. If we cannot muster the will 
to save it, then we are not alive ourselves. 

What you can do: 

1) Write to your congresspersons, especially the Re- 
publicans. Tell them you hate nothing more than corpo- 
rate welfare schemes like the one run for the . power 
companies in the Snake and Columbia Rivers. Tell them 
you think the Chinook salmon is a mighty important 
part of your heritage and you want your grandchildren 
to be able to watch salmon leap waterfalls on their way 
home from the sea, and you don't care what it costs, 
because such a thing is priceless. Tell them you just don't 
really care much about jobs when it comes to keeping 
Chinook salmon in Idaho. 

2) Write to the Sierra Club et al and chew them out for 
not making this a giant, stinking, pain-in-the-ass issue 
for everybody in Washington DC. Do not feel an over- 
whelming need to be polite to these sell-out Range-Rover 
driving minions of political expediency. Tell them to do 
their jobs and fight for salmon or get the hell out of the 
way. 

3) Form an army and distribute literature and photos 
of this fish to everyone you encounter, particularly 
children. The Chinook salmon is a haunting, awesome 
creature, and photos and tales of its life history alone are 
compelling enough arguments for its protection. If you're 
a schoolteacher, give a lesson on anadromous ichthyol- 
ogy. Remind children what a precious thing it is to be 
able to share this planet with other creatures. 

4) Use your head, pay attention and model your life 
after the Chinook salmon. Most important of all: rejoice 
in life, but not just your own. 
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Stephen Mealey Jr/s liquidation plan for the Upper Columbia River Basin 


by Ron Constable 

They're logging in Cove-Mallard. The Dwyer in- 
junction has been lifted. Release language is floating 
around Congress, the Endangered Species Act is under 
the knife, the Boise National Forest is plotting a 
quarter billion board foot timber sale, some clown 
called "Newt" is running the country, and to top it all 
off I just saw a TeeVee commercial advocating the 
curtailment of environmental law to allow more 
salvage logging. Whoopee. Well, before I grabbed my 
gun and headed down to the nearest fast food joint, 
I paused to ask, "Can it get any worse?" 

It was then I remembered about ecosystem manage- 
ment in the Upper Columbia River Basin (UCRB). I 
realized that before I disappeared into a rage of sense- 
less blood and violence, I must warn the good readers 
of the Earth First! Journal about this latest interagency 
farce, the UCRB EIS team. 

What a team they are. Their captain, or ringleader if 
you will, is one Stephen Mealey. The Mealey family 
(or Mealies) have a long history of nasty, exploitative 
destruction. Steve Mealey Senior, in a fit of utilitarian 
pique, once uttered, "We can go on talking about 
environmental integrity until hell freezes over but if 
Jim McClure wants us to produce 1 1 billion board feet, 
then, by God, we are going to produce 1 1 billion board 
feet." Were there justice, or normal adherence to the 
laws of inbreeding, the Mealey genes would have died 



Allan Mountain Roadless Area, Idaho/Montana border 


out long ago. Some believe they already have and 
Steve Jr. is out to show dad once and for all that he can 
shove the Mealey nose up the butt of the timber 
industry further than anybody. 

The UCRB includes most of Idaho, western Mon- 
tana, northwestern Wyoming, and parts of northern 
Nevada and Utah. It is close to 70,000 square miles in 
size, with some of the wildest places left in the US. The 
greater Salmon, greater Yellowstone, and Glacier/ 
Continental Divide ecosystems all lay within its 
bounds. One could not possibly say enough about the 
importance of the UCRB to the ecological health of 
the continent. This is where the wolf still roams, the 
wolverine prowls, and countless rare and elsewhere 
extirpated species find their last refuge. 

Steve Mealey is now in charge of these lands, and 
like all managers, he has a plan. This is not your 
ordinary plan though; it is bigger— much bigger — 
and bolder than your run-of-the-mill Forest Service 
scheme. This is a plan to slick off timber from not one 
or two roadless areas or to liquidate a single water- 
shed. This is big. Sales like Cove-Mallard will seem like 
a twig snapping in comparison. This is Ecosystem 
Management — the forestry of the 90's. Streamlined, 
centralized, efficient destruction of entire ecosys- 
tems. It's a plan to create havoc across an area encom- 
passing five western states. What this Mealey guy has 
in his mealy mind is a "scientifically sound and 
ecosystem based strategy for management of theUpper 
Columbia River Basin." 

A bit arrogant if you ask me. What do you imagine 
such a strategy will include? Will it be "scientifically 
sound" like, say, Option 9? Or the Shelton Sustained 
Yield in the Olympic National Forest? Or the Bitter- 
root blunders of the 60's? Or the innumerable other 
Freddie flounderings that have put so many species 
on the brink of extinction? Does this Mealey man 
know what an ecosystem is? If Steve Jr. does, will he 
be able to base a management strategy on one? The 
answer is obviously no. If the study of ecosystems has 
taught us anything it is that there remains a tremen- 
dous amount that we do not know. 

We have a problem with definitions. In 1986 the 
Wyoming legislature introduced a bill to refuse to 
acknowledge the concept of the Greater Yellowstone 



The mealey worm — a highly evolved and intelligent species — not 
to be confused with sub-species found within the Mealey family. 

Ecosystem. The Mealey team thinks this way. For Steve 
and his claque, ecosystems exist only on cool, computer 
generated maps and in their big hard drives. "Scientifi- 
cally sound" here means the science of economics — 
something that can be counted and fit easily into graphs 
and Mealey pie charts. They have a huge inventory of 
timber (an ecosystem) and their science tells them that 
it is an inventory at risk. It can bum (fires make 'em 
especially scared) or get eaten up by bugs, or blow over 
in the wind, or even something more outlandishly 
horrible can happen like the passage of NREPA into law. 

The "scientifically sound and ecosystem based strat- 
egy" coagulating in the Mealey mind is a scheme to cash 
in on this ecosystem before something like one of the 
above scenarios happens to it and it all goes to waste. 
This is Forest planning in the 90's. Ecosystem manage- 
ment. We are not looking at clearcutting on measly 
little planning areas or even across entire National 
Forests, but across entire ecosystems. Change the forest 
plans, disavow the law. Break out the chain saws and 
bulldozers, boys. Break out the clubs, mace and hand- 
cuffs too. The Mealey Man is in charge and we've got an 
ecosystem to manage. 

The Upper Columbia River Basin is too massively 
beautiful, too full of wonder and wild, thriving life to 
pass into this Mealey guy's hands. We have to make him 
and his kind leave it the hell alone, somehow. But I 
don't know what we are gonna do. Hopefully we will see 
the awful truth of this Mealey plan and act in a direct 
and appropriately furious fashion. May I suggest that if 
you have been hoarding some fiendish little scheme for 
the Freddies that you use it now, against this Mealey 
man and his team . Here is their address in case you want 
to get involved with the project's scoping or something: 
Upper Columbia River Basin EIS Team, 304 N. 8th 
Street, Rm. 246, Boise, ID 83702. 


Whine and Cheese: The Wilderness Society Chokes in Idaho 


continued from page 1 1 

National Wildlife Federation). The problem with 
national organizations, while they whine and cheese 
their way across the west at spectacularly situated 
board meetings, is the problem with America. They 
want to have their cake and eat it too. Unwilling to 
face the difficult task of saying enough is enough, 
they will remain intellectually dishonest as long as 
they are unwilling to take a hard look at their own 
rhetoric. Their sentimental love affair with the Wild 


West belies their unwillingness to let the law work. 

I talked to Michael Scott, TWS Regional Director out 
of Bozeman, and when it came right down to it he 
said, "We don't want to be the ones to tell those 
people they're out of a job." This is exactly the 
problem. I should have asked him, "Is that the same 
as not wanting to be blamed for protecting salmon 
habitat?" but I chickened out. On the other hand, Jake 
Kreilick, long time Cove/Mallard campaigner said, 
"Sure we sympathize with those workers, but until 
they find another line of work, there's going to be 
conflict." At least Kreilick (like 
WFR) is willing to face the tough 
facts. 

Many have criticized St. Claire's 
work as just so much bashing. 
They call it childish, shallow and 
reactionary. It's as if these people 
would say, "so what? The Wilder- 
ness Society fucked up again. Old 
story. No big deal." But it is a big 
deal, because they are a large and 
influential organization who is 
willing to tell the federal courts 
and industry they don't care about 
the law — instead they'll pander to 
the bullying cries of industry. This 
cannot be the only message big 
govemmentandbigindustryhear 
from the conservation movement, 
and fortunately it is not. 

Here in Missoula, MT, we are 
lucky to have a wide variety of 


grassroots organizations that continue to push and say 
the unpopular things and take the heat for the move- 
ment. Their very diversity is their success, as they draw 
from the eclectic energy and creativity that only comes 
from people involved because they want to be, not 
because they get paid to be. 

• There is the Alliance for the Wild Rockies (AWR) and 
its legislative campaign for the Northern Rockies Eco- 
system Protection Act (NREPA). AWR's strategy hasn't 
changed with the new Congress. It is the same clear 
vision for protecting wildland ecosystem it has always 
been. And while the nationals have been ringing their 
hands about the new "evil" Congress, AWR, with the 
help of Representative Carolyn Maloney, has already 
introduced NREPA with bi-partisan co-sponsorship. 

• There is the Missoula Ecology Center and its hi-tech 
mapping and appeals onslaught against the Forest 
Service, invaluable in its efforts to keep the Freddies in 
line. 

• There is also the newly formed Women's Voices for 
the Earth (WVE) and the old stalwarts at Friends of the 
Bitterroot, both of whom participate in local efforts to 
meet with regular people in rural communities and 
empower them through information, education and 
support. True grassroots. 

I mention these organizations (and there are many 
like them all over the US and the globe) as positive 
examples of what environmentalism can be. They are 
diversified, small and intimate with the land and world 
they strive to protect. Their hard work is what keeps our 
slim democracy functioning, especially in these urgent 
times. 
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Endangered Apes 

by Gary Richardson, WSPA Regional Director in Kenya 

The World Society for the Protection of Animals (WSPA) has just 
completed an extensive investigation in the African rainforests 
where field agents discovered that Eastern lowland gorillas and 
chimpanzees are being eaten as "bush meat" to feed French logging 
work forces. 

Smoked monkeys and apes can be seen on display in many 
Central and West African countries including Cameroon and the 
Congo Republic. They look like small mummified humans for sale. 

Traditional hunting for bush meat has gone on for centuries in 
limited amounts in order for natives to feed their families. However, 
foreign logging companies have created a highly inflated demand 
for additional bush meat. Hunters are now killing the great apes on 
a commercial basis and selling them to the timber workers. 

The family of endangered gorillas, chimpanzees, bonobos (pygmy 
chimps) are keenly intelligent and live in nurturing, family oriented 
communities. When hunters track down a family group, they 
usually target the silverback gorilla or dominant male chimp which 
makes the rest of the group more vulnerable to attack. 

A growing business alliance is forming between hunters and 
loggers. The hunters now travel on the roads cut into the forest by 
loggers and are allowed to travel on the logging trucks. Tradition- 
ally, a hunter had to trek for days to new hunting grounds, carrying 
snares, spears, bows and arrows, and only bringing back what they 
could carry. But now they take lifts on logging vehicles in the early 
morning, hunt all day, and return in the evening with their day's 
bush meat which is then sold to the logging camps or transported to 
the major towns and cities to be sold on special "bush meat" mar- 
kets. 

Casualties of the bush meat trade, orphaned chimps are pried 
from their dead parents and then sold as house pets. The going rate 
is approximately $60 US. This continues despite the fact that great 
apes are an internationally recognized endangered species, and 
therefore illegal to hunt in most countries. For every chimp that 
survives to be sold, more than 50 will have died or been killed en 
route. In the Congo Republic alone, up to 600 lowland gorillas and 
3,000 chimpanzees are killed for their meat each year. 

In many African countries, gorillas and chimps are protected by 
hunting, firearms and wildlife laws. However, government officials 
allow the trade to continue because they are understaffed, and in 
many cases unwilling, to address the problem. 

With funding from individual donations, WSPA is launching its 
EscAPE campaign to reform the treatment of the endangered great 
apes. WSPA is working to encourage governments to enforce exist- 
ing hunting laws and police the trade in great ape bush meat and 
body parts sold as fetishes. It will concentrate initial efforts in 
countries where WSPA field staff have identified serious problems. 

WSPA is planning ways to rescue some of these captive animals 
and educate people about their inhumane treatment. WSPA is also 
working to help fund sanctuaries for these animals where they will 
live in more natural habitats and receive proper food and veterinary 
care. 

In order to successfully wage the EscAPE campaign in Africa, 

WSPA needs contributions to fund its reform programs. Send 
whatever support you can to WSPA, EscAPE, 29 Perkins St., PO Box 
190, Boston, MA 02130, phone (617) 522-7000, or toll free (800) 
883-WSPA, fax (617) 522-7077. 



American Environmentalist 
Murdered in Honduras 

by Andy Rowell 

On February 6, 1995, Janeth Kawas was shot twice in the head 
while reviewing accounts related to the ecological foundation she 
headed. The Lancetilla, Punta Sal and Texiguat Protection Founda- 
tion had recently held a demonstration seeking to prevent the 
government from allowing farmers and businesses to enter an 
ecological reserve in the Atlantic coastal city of Tela. The conflict 
primarily involved the National Farmers Union and agri-business- 
men from Hondupalma, which produces African palm oil. 

Members of Honduran environmental organizations demand that 
the government expedite the murder investigation. The groups 
issued a statement, blaming the murder on "enemies of life and the 
environment," who saw Kawas as a major obstacle to commercial 
operations. 

According to Elias Romero of the Honduran Association of Envi- 
ronmentalists Journalists, "all factors indicate that Kawas was 
murdered by powerful groups with whom she disagreed on the 
exploitation of the Punta Sal Nature Reserve." He added that, "We 
know that many interests were in play in deciding Kawas' fate. The 
police say they have clues, but we demand more concrete actions to 
apprehend the killers of this noble woman." 

The police still claim to be close to apprehending one of the two 
murderers. 



Days before her death, Kawas said that both companies hoped to 
invade 15,000 hectares of the Punta Sal Reserve and later sell the 
land to foreign investors. Both companies denied the charges as well 
as any link to the murder. 

Members of Fed-Ambiente, a non-govemmental environmental 
organization, have held protest marches in attempt to pressure the 
government into solving the murder. International organizations 
from the United Nations and countries such as Canada, Switzerland 
and the US joined the call for justice with a joint communique 
stating that Kawas' death could not pass unnoticed as, "she died for 
defending nature, and the guilty parties must be punished." Hondu- 
ran President Carlos Roberto Reina condemned the crime, calling 
the murderers "hired assassins," and assuring that they would be 
brought to justice. 

Kawas is the second person in Honduras to be killed for defending the 
environment in the past two years. The first victim, murdered in 1993, 
was an agricultural engineer from the Cuero y Salado Foundation. 

At press time the murderer(s) had not been arrested and Honduran 
environmentalists were convening a conference to address the problem. 
Look for an update in next issue if the situation changes. 


France Wants a BAby Boom 


The French Social Affairs Minister has introduced legislation 
designed to increase that country's birth rate. The law would 
provide generous maternity and baby-sitter subsidies and additional 
paid holidays for couples (nudge, nudge). By the turn of the 
century, the government would spend about $3.25 billion on these 
programs. An adviser to the Social Affairs Minister has flatly stated 
that, "the goal of this law is to raise the birthrate." 

Now, don't get us wrong, we here at the Journal are all for paid 
leave and holidays, but aren't there enough people already in France 
and Europe, much less the world. 


Forest of the Dear 

A "Forest of the Dead" is being planned in the north of England 
where bodies will be buried under trees to help the soil. 

Future corpses will be able to choose their trees on advance and 
also select the wild flowers that will be on them. 


Page 16 Earth First! Eostar 1995 








ust to the south of Glasgow, amid the 
woodlands and parklands of Pollok es- 
tate, a site of extraordinary resistance has 
emerged. From the roadside a huge red 
banner with bright yellow letters pro- 
claims "Pollok Free State, " and where the road gives 
way to a dirt track, amid tall beech trees, one enters 
a place transformed. Huge carved totems of eagles, 
ravens, and owls stand as silent sentinels below tree 
houses. Shingle paths wind past recycling contain- 
ers, sunflower beds, a small kitchen, and an infor- 
mation centre in the process of construction. A 
campfire is tended day and night, symbolic of the 
residents' spirit of resistance. Scattered amid the 
woodlands are a varied array of tents — the homes 
of the residents of Pollok Free State. Multi-colored 
flags flutter in the wind, upon them the message 
"Save Our Dear Green Place." The dear green place 
is Glasgow in the Gaelic tongue, and the Free State 
is the symbol of the resistance to the spectre that is 
haunting Glasgow — that of the construction of the 
M77 motorway extension through Pollok Estate. 
Strathclyde Regional Council and the Scottish Of- 
fice have awarded £5 3 . 5 million of taxpayers money 
to Wimpey Construction to build the road, ignor- 
ing the wishes of a majority of Glasgow residents. 
The motorway will cut a swathe of concrete and 
traffic through the city's largest green space. The 
resistance to this road, whose focus is the Free 
State, represents Scotland's first anti-motorway 
ecopolitical conflict. 


The Roots of the Conflict 

Pollok estate is an area of farm, park, and woodland 
stretching for 1 , 1 1 8 acres, a few miles south of Glagow's 
city centre. The parklands, oak and beech woodlands, 
and the White Cart River provide habitats for a rich 
variety of wildlife. In 1939 Sir John Maxwell of 
Pollok, founder of the National Trust for Scotland, 
bequeathed Pollok estate to the citizens of Glasgow, 
stating: 

The said lands should remain forever as open spaces of 
woodland for the enhancement of the beauty of the 
neighborhood and so far as possible for the benefit of the 
citizens of Glasgow. 

As early as 1965, an 11 kilometer extension to the 

M77 was proposed in the Glasgow Corporation's 
highway plan to relieve traffic congestion on the A 77 
road from Glasgow to Ayr. However, it was not until 
1974 that the National Trust for Scotland decided to 
waive the conditions of the 1939 conservation agree- 
ment to enable the motorway to be built. Concerted 
protests against the motorway began in 1978 and 
involved a variety of concerned community groups. 

In 1988 a public enquiry into the motorway issue 
lasted for three months, and included an array of 
submissions against the M77. These included oppo- 
sition from Glasgow District Council, local commu- 
nities who would be affected by the M77, and 
various community organizations including Glasgow 
for People. Despite popular resistance to the 
motorway, preliminary construction commenced 
in 1992. A swath was cut through the western side of 
Pollok estate and the preliminary foundations of the 
road lain. 


The Branches of the Conflict 

The region's Roads Department advanced a variety 
of j ustifications for the construction of the motorway 
extension. They argued that the motorway would: (i) 
assist economic development; (ii) save travelling 
time for road users; (iii) reduce road accidents; (iv) 
reduce road congestion; (v) improve the reliability of 
the public bus transport system; and (vi) enhance 
environmental conditions by removing traffic from 
residential and shopping streets. 

However, opponents of the M77 — whom include 
planners, academics, transport consultants, politi- 
cians, and environmentalists — cite a plethora of en- 
vironmental, economic, social and political argu- 
ments against the motorway. Environmentally, the 
road will cause increased noise and air pollution, 
thereby destroying the tranquillity of the western 
Pollok estate, and exacerbating health problems such 
as asthma. The road will destroy Glasgow's largest 
green space, causing irreparable damage to woodland 
and wildlife habitats, while also contributing to the 
process of global warming. At the same time, the 
motorway will foster increased reliance on car use, 
thereby exacerbating these environmental problems. 

Economically, the motorway will facilitate car 


Pollok Free State: 


Roads Resistance Grows in Scotland’s Dear Green Place 


by Pablo Kala 


commuting, thereby generating increased traffic. An 
estimated 53,000 vehicles a day would be funneled 
across the already congested Kingston Bridge in 
Glasgow, which is at present undergoing repairs due 
to damage caused by excessive traffic use. The 
motorway will also draw passengers away from sub- 
sidized rail and bus services. The resources that would 
be used to construct the M77 could be used instead to 
upgrade existing transport facilities, including freight 
and passenger rail networks, public bus services, and 
roads. This, together with the promotion of traffic 
calming measures, could ameliorate the environ- 
mental problems cited earlier. 

Socially, the motorway would only benefit car 
users, and not serve the local communities of 
Mosspark, Corkerhill, Pollok, Nitshill, Carnwadric, 
and Kennishead where access to the use of cars is low. 
Indeed, it has been estimated that up to 75 percent of 
Glasgow's population do not have access to car 
transport. In addition, the construction of the road 
would sever the access of these local communities to 
the Pollok estate, which is a safe recreational area for 
children. The road would cut these communities off 



from each another and would force school chil- 
dren to play beneath the shadow of a loud, polluting, 
motorway. 

Politically, the construction of the motorway en- 
tails the commercial development of a green belt 
space and the subsequent restriction of public access 
to the land. As such, this represents part of an 
ongoing process the enclosure and privatization of 
public land that has continued in the British Isles 
since the seventeenth century. 

The Branches of Resistance 

Although opposition to the motorway dates back 
to the 1970's, several recent developments saw the 
resistance coalesce into a more potent force. In the 
spring of 1994 Glasgow Earth First! was formed, a 
non-hierarchical group committed to engaging in 
nonviolent direct action in order to prevent further 
environmental destruction. The group soon began 
to focus its energy upon the M77 issue. In April 
1994, the Stop the Ayr Road Route (STARR) Alliance 
was launched, as a merging of various community 
and environmental organizations pledged to four 
goals: (i) to have the M77-Ayr Road Route cancelled; 
(ii) to re-direct financial resources saved from the 
cancellation into an alternative, environmentally- 
sensitive transport strategy; (iii) to re-instate the 
land within Pollok estate to its previous condition as 
open space and woodland, as enshrined in the 1939 
Conservation Agreement; and (iv) to restore all 
open spaces and buildings blighted by the M77-Ayr 
Road Route, and give priority to provision of pedes- 


trian and cyclist safety, public transport and park- 
and-ride facilities. 

In June 1994, the Pollok Free State camp was 
established. The camp has acted as a potent, visible 
symbol of resistance to the motorway 

Like the branches of a tree, the resistance to the 
motorway spreads in numerous directions. It in- 
cludes locals, students, travellers, environmental- 
ists, academics, planners, politicians and the unem- 
ployed. The resistance heralds from the various 
communities of Glasgow, from Scotland, England, 
Australia, New Zealand, Sweden, Germany and the 
United States. 

The resistance has succeeded in generating much 
favorable local and national press coverage. In a 
recent newspaper poll of reader's opinions regard- 
ing the M77, over 68 percent of the respondents 
articulated their opposition to the construction of 
the motorway. Attempts to mobilize this popular 
opposition have resulted in the collection of the 
names of 3,000 local people who have pledged to 
resist the construction of the motorway through 
direct action. Giving free play to the imagination, 
all manner of direct actions will be effected to act as 
a "market force," threatening to impose upon the 
road builders millions of pounds in extra security 
costs and delays. 

The Roots of Resistance 

If the STARR Alliance represents the many branches 
of the struggle, then the Pollok Free State is the root 
of the resistance. It is a symbol of defiance and 
creativity, a tangible, affirmative alternative to the 
devastation that the M77 threatens to unleash upon 
Pollok estate. The camp, in Barrhead woods, is 
situated directly in the projected path of the 
motorway. Tree houses, carved totems and tents 
have marked out a colorful, defensible space that 
stands in stark contrast to the ugly scar of rock and 
gravel that awaits the road-builder's tarmac. 

During the months of July and August, various 
events were staged at the camp to garner local 
support for the struggle, including concerts with 
local musicians, vegan and vegetarian feasts, and 
family entertainment days. These events culmi- 
nated on August 20, when the camp declared inde- 
pendence from the United Kingdom. Pollok Free 
State Passports were issued, on which the declara- 
tion of independence was printed. The Free State 
now has over 1,000 passport-holding citizens and 
12 permanent residents, and represents the focal 
point of the resistance to the motorway. 

The camp embodies an attempt to create a positive 
alternative to the road by drawing upon the skills of 
the local community and by building an inspira- 
tional focal point for resistance and nonviolent 
direct action should democratic channels fail. In 
attempting to nurture community empowerment, 
the resistance has attracted a bricolage of local 
talents: silversmiths, artists, scaffolders, tree-sur- 
geons, carpenters, musicians, and cooks — who have 
all contributed their skills to the creation of this 
alternative. The camp actively experiments with 
ideas of alternative technology, architecture and 
eco-art. Through the occupation of the woodlands 
that are due for felling, and through the naming of 
this site as a place of affirmation and creativity — as 
a Free State — the resistance has sought to reclaim 
the land from the road builders. In doing so, the 
resistance articulates a refusal for the land to be 
appropriated for private ends, for the purposes of yet 
more cars and environmental destruction. The Free 
State embodies the roots of the resistance, and like 
the roots of the trees it protects, the resistance will 
cling to the earth for its sustenance and not be 
moved. 

For further information/solidarity/contributions, contact: 
Glasgow Earth First!, PO Box 180 Glasgow G4 9AB, 
Scotland, phone 041-331-2473; or Pollok Free State, 
Barrhead Road, Glasgow G53 5 AE Scotland, phone 0860- 
728244 (mobile). 
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Democracy, 

by Orin Langelle 

The Zapatista National Liberation Army (EZLN) state in 
point number thirteen of their Revolutionary Agrarian Law, 
"Zones of virgin jungle andforestwill be preserved. There will 
be reforestation campaigns in the principal zones." 

The Selva Lacandona, one of Mexico's and North 
America's few remaining tropical rainforests, is cur- 
rently being enclosed by the Mexican military in their 
attempt to crush the indigenous uprising in the state 
of Chiapas. This is an effort to stabilize the Mexican 
economy for foreign investment, and one of the 
biggest foreign investors is the United States, with 
billions at stake. 

The Lacandon rainforest is rich in biological diver- 
sity. It is the home of many species including jaguars, 
spider and howler monkeys, harpy eagles and neo- 
tropical migratory songbirds. The Selva Lacandona is 
part of a larger rainforest ecosystem reaching through 
Guatemala to Belize in Central America. This tropical 
rainforest ecosystem is the second largest in the Ameri- 
cas, only the Amazon is larger. 

Unfortunately, the Selva Lacandona sits atop rich oil 
fields. On the Rio Usamacinta (Mayan for "river of the 
sacred monkey"), which forms part of the border of 
Mexico and Guatemala in the rainforest, plans for a 
series of hydroelectric dams have been proposed since 
the 1960's. If completed, these dams would irrevers- 
ibly damage the Rio Usamacinta watershed and flood 
dozens of ancient Mayan sites. 

On January 1st, 1994, the North American Free 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) took effect. On that same 
day, in the Mexican state of Chiapas, the EZLN emerged 
from the Selva Lacandona and occupied the towns of 
Ocosingo, Las Margaritas, Altamirano and San Cristobal 
de las Casas. Municipal buildings were seized, prison- 
ers freed from jails and government shops were opened 
to the people. The EZLN then issued their Declaration 
of War from the jungle denouncing NAFTA as a "death 
sentence" for the indigenous people of Mexico. The 
roots of this conflict are over 500 years old, starting 
with the European invasion of this hemisphere. 

In Chiapas, international investment, multinational 
corporations and the Mexican government have led 
the assault, extracting raw materials ranging from 
petroleum, corn, hydroelectricity, cattle, coffee and 
forests. Businesses take the wealth of southern Mexico 
and send it north to the US, Canada, Germany, Italy 
and Japan. 

In the late 1800's the forest industry began the 
onslaught by extracting mahogany and tropical cedar 
from the Lacandon rainforest. Before the 20th cen- 
tury, the Selva Lacandona covered 13,000 square 
kilometers. Today, two-thirds of that is already gone, 
leaving only the Montes Azules Biosphere Reserve 
intact. Deforestation continues with the additional 
impact of modem forestry practices which slice more 
roads through the Lacandon. 

In the 1950's and 60's the Mexican government 
looked to its southern extremities as a dumping ground 
for their unwanted indigenous and peasant popula- 
tions. Government policies that forced hunger moti- 
vated the "unwanted" to clear parts of the rainforest 
for survival. After tree felling or slash and bum came 
the planting of corn and beans. Then after a couple of 
years, when the soil was too depleted for agriculture, 
the "unwanted" moved deeper into the Lacandon 
followed by the next cash crop: cattle. 

What the Mexican government says is an internal 
problem is, in actuality, an international crisis. Twelve 
years ago the World Bank and the International Mon- 
etary Fund (IMF), principal architects of Mexico's 
economic program, promoted deregulation of trade 
and financial markets. High interest rates were encour- 
aged to attract foreign investment and short-term 
speculation. Billions of foreign dollars poured in. 

Direct, legitimate and participatory democracy is 
quite a contrast to what is practiced in Mexico today 
(or for that matter in the US). PR Watch, an indepen- 
dent journal that spotlights public relations firms, 
reported that an estimated $ 1 billion dollars was spent 
by the Partido Revolucionario Institutional (PRI) and 
their wealthy supporters in last August's Mexican 
elections. This money was not used just to seduce 
voters, but also to reassure US and other foreign 
investors that Mexico would remain "favorable" to 
foreign investment. 

Although the PRI proclaimed the victory in last 
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Money, Oil, ike US and A nolker Rainforest 


August's election of President Ernesto Zedillo, various 
other states, including Chiapas, disputed the legiti- 
macy of the presidential and gubernatorial votes. 
Government appointed election officials and the PRI 
refused outside observers' requests to compare com- 
puter tallies with the actual packets of marked ballots 
from Mexico's 90,000 voter precincts. 

The EZLN warned that if PRI governor Eduardo 



Pictured is a protester in front of the Burlington (VT) Federal 


Building during a demonstration on February 13th. Over a 
hundred activists statewide joined in protests against the Mexican 
government and US involvement in the Mexican state of Chiapas. 

Robledo took office on December 8, 1994, they would 
challenge the cease-fire agreement that has been in 
effect since January 12th of last year. Starting on 
December 11th, the EZLN moved from the Selva 
Lacandona into 39 municipalities to make their pres- 
ence known, then withdrew with no casualties. 

A monetary crisis swept through Mexico when the 
Mexican peso fell recently and clearly the US and Wall 
Street are worried about Mexico's financial stability. As 
the Mexican situation worsened, Chase Bank, specifi- 
cally its Emerging Markets Group, which has billions 
at risk in Mexico, called on the Mexican government 
to crush the Zapatista insurgency. Chase's January 13, 
1995, "Political Update on Mexico" states, "The gov- 
ernment will have to eliminate the Zapatistas to dem- 
onstrate their effective control of the national territory 
and security policy." 

Also in January, President Clinton proposed a sev- 
eral billion dollar loan packet to bail out the Mexican 
economy (and big US investors). This loan packet is 
guaranteed by Mexico with oil revenues and other 
stipulations. PEMEX (Mexico's national oil company) 
declared that the Selva Lacandona covers one of 
Mexico's richest oil fields. 

On February 9, Zedillo ordered the arrest of sus- 
pected EZLN "leaders." The Mexican military invaded 
Chiapas' autonomous regions making war on the 
population in an attempt to stabilize the financial 
concerns of foreign investors. Their security is the 
fundamental purpose of NAFTA and the motivation 
behind the invasion. 

In mid-February the Mexican military followed the 
Zapatistas into the Selva Lacandona. Fearing reprisals 
from the approaching military, an estimated 20,000 
indigenous peasants followed the EZLN into the 
Lacandon rainforest. International and domestic hu- 
man rights groups have reported that Mexican gov- 
ernment forces have engaged in illegal searches, ar- 
rests, tortures and killings as they carry out President 
Zedillo's orders to suppress the rebellion. There are 
reports that the Mexican military has sprayed and 
chemically poisoned food crops in the area. 

On February 21, Clinton approved a $20 billion loan 
(bailout) to the Mexican government. 

Can the Zapatistas protect the rainforest from fur- 
ther exploitation? No one knows for sure, but one 
thing is certain, the Mexican and US governments 
have no intention to do so. It is clear that a different 
approach to solving the Mexican crisis is needed. As 
Major Moises of the EZLN said to the Mexican Demo- 


cratic National Convention in October, 1994, "How 
are you [the Mexican government] going to construct 
something new, if you do the same old things?" 

If the Mexican government continues its military 
operations and enclosure in the Lacandon, we face the 
potential genocide of the indigenous people and the 
eventual ecocide of the rainforest. This is an interna- 
tional outrage and the parties sponsoring this assault 
should be aware that the whole world is watching and 
(hopefully) voicing their opposition. 

The Native Forest Network is urging people through- 
out the world to contact President Zedillo of Mexico, 
President Clinton of the United States, and Chase 
Bank of New York to demand that the Mexican mili- 
tary pull out of the rainforest, immediately stop the 
war on the EZLN and respect the rights of indigenous 
people and legitimate democracy. Please contact the 
United Nations to express your concerns and to de- 
mand that a UN delegation be sent to the area to 
investigate these environmental and human rights 
atrocities. Also consider participating in community 
mobilizations and educational activities that voice 
these concerns to the people and institutions respon- 
sible for this current crisis. 

For further information, please contact the Native 
Forest Network, Eastern North American Resource 
Center, PO Box 57, Burlington, VT 05402 USA, 
(802) 863-0571, fax (802) 863-2532, E-mail: 
peacejustice@igc.apc.org 
Addresses: 

Ernesto Zedillo, Presidente de la Republica, Palacio 
Nacional, 06067 Mexico D.F., MEXICO, fax (525) 
271-1764. 

President Bill Clinton, White House, 1600 Pennsylvania 
Avenue NW, Washington, DC, 20500 USA, (202) 456-7639, 
fax (202) 256-4562, switchboard phone (202) 456-1414. 

Charles Ballard, Chase Manhattan Bank, 1 Chase Plaza, 
19th floor, NY, NY 10081 USA, phone (800) AT-CHASE, fax 
(716) 258-6339. 

Boutros Boutros Ghali, UN, New York, NY 10017 USA, 
phone (212) 963-1234. 


ADC Activities 
CANCELED on 
Seven National Forests 


by Tom Skeele, Predator Project 

The US Forest Service (USFS) is attempting to transfer 
the environmental review and authorization process 
for predator control on national forest lands from itself 
to the Animal Damage Control (ADC) program. Preda- 
tor Project and three other groups took interest in this 
after the USFS decided to transfer responsibilities with- 
out initiating the required formal notice of proposal 
and public comment. A long process of appealing to 
the USFS and the Council on Environmental Quality 
resulted in no changes, and meanwhile the Animal 
Damage Control program had illegally authorized 
their own program on nine national forests. 

We had no choice but to sue the two agencies. Our 
legal action prompted the USFS to initiate a review by 
publishing notice of the "proposed" transfer, and 
asking for public comment. 

Subsequently, the USFS presented the plaintiff groups 
with an out-of-court settlement which failed to reverse 
any of the nine decisions ADC already authorized. We 
rejected their offer. Shortly thereafter, in November, 
we received notice that the ADC had withdrawn the 
authorization for seven of those forests impacted, 
explaining that the programs on the other two forests 
were for specific actions which had already been 
completed. The seven national forests include: Apache- 
Sitgreaves (AZ); Lincoln (NM); Challis (ID); Sawtooth 
(ID); Lewis and Clark (MT); Wallowa- Whitman (OR); 
and Bighorn (WY). 

ADC's predator control activities will not be allowed 
to take place on these seven forests until each forest 
writes its own environmental assessment, or until the 
USFS officially and legally transfers its responsibility to 
ADC, and ADC issues new records of decisions. The 
USFS is not expecting to make a decision on the 
transfer until late spring, meaning that coyotes, lions, 
bears and other predators will be spared ADC's wrath 
for at least four to six months. 




The Nopiming Camp 

Defending Wilderness in the 
Nopiming Forest Bioregion 


Our Time of Crisis 


By David Nickarz 
Earth First! Manitoba 

The Nopiming Forest bioregion lies on the 
Western slope of the Canadian Shield and 
includes the Western Winnipeg River water- 
shed. It stretches from the uplands of Minne- 
sota to the Wannipigow River in the North. 
Nopiming is made up of four continental forest 
types — Boreal, Pine, Deciduous and Aspen 
Parkland. These ecosy terns combine to make 
unique habitat for some 50 rare plant species, 
seven of which are rare to all of Canada. 
Nopiming is also home to endangered species 
like the Woodland Caribou, Pine Marten, Great 
Grey Owl and others. All sorts of animal and 
plant species have their distribution edges in 
this region. There are even some unique 
species of fish like the Northern Brook Lamprey 
that only live in the Whitemouth River system. 
Nopiming is unique, diverse and is being 
destoyed primarily by industrial logging. 

In May of 1992 the provincial government 
set in motion a chain of events that 
made Manitoba the De-forestry 
capital of Canada. Abitibi- 
Price's logging licence was up for 
review and the government 
appointed Clean Environment 
Commission recommended that 
logging be ended in our Provincial 
Parks — specifically in Nopiming Provin- 
cial Park. The Filmon government ignored 
this recommmendation and others that would 
preserve endangered species and protect the 
Manigotagan River. The licence did not even 
force the company to implement the recom- 
mendations of the company's own environmen- 
tal consultants! 


Bom out of this frustration was Earth First! 
Manitoba. There was a need for a no-compro- 
mise, action oriented group willing to draw the 
line in the forest. The environmental move- 
ment in Winnipeg talked too much and acted 
very little. There are many people in this 
province who want to take action for Wilder- 
ness but had no way of expressing it. This is 
why an EF! 
was 
formed 
here — to 
allow 




The 

provincial and 
federal governments have taken no 
drastic action against the mill for chemical spills 
and the decades of pollution. The governments 
don't care about deforestation in Manitoba. 
When laws are broken nothing is done, or the 
laws are changed to suit industry. In July of 
1993 Bill 41 enshrined logging in our Provincial 
Parks. Provincial Parks are now to 'provide 
economic opportunities' like logging, mining, 
and hydro development. The Filmon govern- 
ment has clearly failed to preserve Manitoba's 
Wilderness. 


something; joy, anger, despair and rage. To join 
the planet-wide movement for the Earth and 
take action! 

Confront the pestilent government officials 
who sell Wilderness to the first multi-national 
that knocks on our door. Speak for the Forest 
with uncompromising advocacy. Put yourself 
in the path of the industrial monsters ravaging 
Nopiming in the East, Duck Mountain in the 
West, Churchill River Belugas in the North and 
Oak Hammock Marsh in the South. Stop 
complaining about it and do something! 


Plant Life 

By Laura Reeves 

I stand gazing across a clearing, not 100 meters 
off of highway 314, that spans hundreds of 
acres. My heart sinks as my eyes trace a pile of 
trees that extends the length of a road that 
seems to have no end. I wonder what this area 
was like before it was cleared; before the heavy 
machinery came in and shattered the peace. 
Though the sight of thousands of fallen trees 
left to waste is enough to turn many people's 
stomachs, I wonder what other types of plants 
were torn from the ground in this ruthless 
quest for money. I wonder if any of the 82 
species of plants that are rare to the Nopiming 
forest were amongst those devastated. 

The Nopiming forest is a truly spectacular 
place. It is home to nearly 50 percent of 
Manitoba's vascular plant species. There are 26 
types of orchids, including Ladies' -tresses, 
which sport small flowers in a remarkable 
spiral arrangement, and the rare Ram's Head 
orchid - sighted just last year near Bird Lake. 
Jewelweed, or spotted touch-me-not, is 
rightfully named. It's leaves, when placed 
under water, sparkle in the sunlight as though 
covered with diamonds while the seed pods, 
when touched, shoot their seeds to land some 
distance away. 

The number of plants that, aside from their 
entertainment value, are edible and/or 
medicinal is absolutely astonishing. I stand by 
the belief that for every affliction encountered 
I in a particular area, there exists a remedy for it. 
In the Nopiming Forest, Colt's-foot coughdrops 
will relieve a sore throat. Yarrow will stop or 
decrease excessive bleeding. Labrador tea, if 
spread on clothes or in a sleeping area will 
repel insects. Jewelweed will soothe poison 
ivy, itchy insect bites and nettle stings. And 
wild mint and wintergreen make an excellent 
remedy for menstrual cramps. 

The Nopiming Camp will be a place to 
reestablish our bond with nature. The result of 
this bond will be a much stronger fight to save 
what is left of this magnificent place. Please 
come out to the Nopiming Camp. We want to 
share this place with you and we need your 
help so that it will always be there to be shared. 


This talboid was produced and 
edited in a damn hurry by Earth 
First! Manitoba. We can be 
contacted at 15-222 Osborne 
Street south, Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
Canada, R3L 1Z3. 

Phone (204) 453-9052 




Points of Interest 

1. Area of mistletoe management (or deforestation for profit). 

2. Jack Pine has been clearcut and unsuccessful planting has led 
to an experiment with planting Red Pine (see #8). 

3. The superb wilderness of the Manigotagan River is being 
threatened by logging bridges. One such bridge is planned 
beside and active Bald Eagle nest. 

4. Remnant range of Owl Lake Woodland Caribou herd. Al- 
though this is now the southern most herd in the mid-continent, 
and the species is in danger, its numbers have been allowed to 
dwindle from over 200 in the 1960's to 40 toda 
as logging moved from Lake Winnipeg and 
invaded further inland. At one time Wood- 
land Caribou ranged deeply into Minnesota. 

5. The Winnipeg River, drowned by dams, 
has the undesirable distinction of being North 
America's Minamata due to mercury pollution. 

6. In addition to encouraging logging, mining and economic 
development, Manitoba's parks are favourite killing fields for 
hunters. 



7. Site of nuclear research station and possible nuke shit dump. 

8. Rare Red Pine forest has been cut down and replaced with 
Jack Pine plantations (see #2). 

9. A large peat mining operation and dranage schemes are 
killing bogs. Concerns have been raised about the depletion of 
peat lands and the release of greenhouse gasses. 

10. An unknown new gold mine is being allowed to developed 
in the area. 

11. Mine development is threatening to poison the water. 

12. A new dump planned for the amalgamation of three mu- 
nicipalities, and including storage of pesticides and other toxic 
wastes is threatening the Whitemouth River. Three rare species 
of fish are found in the river and the river has a very high rec- 
reational and wildlife value. 

13. A logging road will be abandoned while a new one is built a 
short distance away. No rehabilitation of the land is required to 
date. 


14. Hecla Island Provincial Park includes and island with the 
Northwestern most stand of Red Pine, a rare species in 
Mantioba. Many outstanding claims of expropriation settle- 
ments with previous landowners remain, and Hecla is a classic 
example of bureaucratic bungling fouling up new park forma- 
tion. 

15. Cottagers are being abandoned by the rail company and are 
building an access road to their properties through prime wil- 
derness area populated by rare plants. The general area holds 
the only rare White Pine specimens in Manitoba, their western 
limit of distribution. 


16. Tolko Inc. is searching for land to construct an oriented 
strand board factory although it will use phenol formaldehyde 
resin for its glue (not methyl di-isocyanate) the chemicals are 
not benign and the Nopiming Forest is being scoured for timber 
to cut. 


17. Pond in the Provincial Parks are being dammed and modi- 
fied by licenced minnow farmers who sell live minnows for 
bait. 


18. Chevrifil sawmill north of Pine Falls 
needed a buyer so the government 
quietly set aside additional 
logging areas in Nopiming 
Provincial Park despite strongly 
expressed public opinion that 
parks must be protected. 
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The Sagkiing First Nation 


The Sagkiing First Nation is located immediately down stream from 
the Pine Falls Paper Mill. This mill has been dumping effluent into 
the Winnipeg River, the source of Sagkiing’s drinking water, since 
1927. In March of 1994 over 800 kg’s of Busan-52, a toxic biocide, 
was spilled inside the mill. It was allowed to drain into their sewage 
system and directly into the Winnipeg River. The mill did not report 
this spill for four days. As a result, many people from the Sagkiing 
reserve were sent to hospital. 

During the four days of secrecy after the spill, the Pine Falls Paper 
Mill received some favorable media coverage from the Winnipeg Free 
Press. The mill was about to be bought out by the mill management 
and the workers. If the mill management had reported the spill imme- 
diately, the press would not have been substantially less favorable. 

The mill management allowed thousands of people drink poison for 
four days so that the buyout could be smoother. 

The Winnipeg Free Press prints its daily newspaper on newsprint from 
the Pine Falls mill. This is clearly a conflict of interest which has 
never been mentioned in the mainstream media, let alone the Winni- 
peg Free Press. 

The federal government recently fined the Pine Falls Paper Company 
for ‘knowingly releasing a deleterious substance into a waterway 
frequented by fish’. The fine was $50,000 with not one mention of 
poisoning people. The mill management was pleased with the settle- 
ment because they had spent over $150,000 trucking drinking water to 
the reserve after the spill. 

Earth First! Manitoba will be honored to support any 
uprising by the Sagkiing First Nation. 

News Update: Despite Federal Fisheries & Oceans research showing 
extensive pollution by the Pine Falls Mill causing, among other things, 
abnormalities in the remaining fish, an environmental statement pre- 
pared for an upcoming environmental 'assessment 1 is reported to state 
that wildlife is abundant and the mill is clean. This greenwashing was 
prepared by Beak Consultants, a popular pulp & paper 'environmental' 
consultant. 




Calling All Earth Warriors! 

The Nopiming Bioregion Needs you! The NopimingBasecamp will commence on May 1, 1995 
and will last for at least one month. We will provide the food and shelter for anyone who wants 
to come out to the camp. We welcome all people who have previous experience with 
basecamps. The goal of this basecamp is to end industrial logging in the Nopiming Bioregion 
through education, bearing witness and direct action. We ask that all who come to the camp 
follow the Nonviolent Direct Action Code. 


Here's How You Can Help 

The Goal of the Nopiming Camp is to 
end industrial logging from the 
Nopiming Forest Bioregion through 
education, bearing witness and direct 
action. If you can come to the camp, 
great, but there are people who may 
not be able to take the time. If you are 
one of those people and you want to 
help with this campaign then please 
donate any or all of the following; 

Nopiming Camp Wish List 

Donation/ use of a Van or Bus 
Trailer 

Repair Services 

First aid kit and related materials 
Dried bulk food; 

(no animal products please) 
Cooking oil, flour, sugar, spices 
Fresh fruit and vegetables 
Use of a food dehydrator 
Large cooking pots 
Cooking utensils 
Tree free paper 

Miscellaneous radio equipment 
10 channel scanner 
Legal services and advice 
Portable fire pit with grill 
Tarps and camouflage netting 
All kinds of rope and miles of it! 
Hammocks, blankets, sleeping bags 
Candles, candle lanterns, matches 
Biodegradable soap 
Cold, hard cash! 


How to get there from here... 


If you are hitchin' in or riding the rails 
you will want to get to Winnipeg, 
Manitoba. Rides to the camp from 
Winnipeg will be available at least two 
times a week. Once in Winnipeg you 
may enjoy some of the lovely street 
corners to sleep on until you arrive at 
the camp. Please phone (204) 453-9052 
once you arrive in our lovely city to 
find out when you can get a ride. 


Special thanks goes out to People Acting 
for Animal Liberation (PAaL) for letting 
us use their office for a mailing address, 
storage for stuff, phone calls, helpful 
insights, a place to have meetings, and on 
and on. . . 


Yes, there are going to be 'rules' at this 
camp. We ask all who come to the 
camp to please abide by the Non- 
Violent Direct Action Code. This code 
was not thrown together overnight! 

This code is based off of previous 
environmental camps and non-violence 
resources. If you have a problem with 
the code, please tell someone. If you 
cannot abide by the code then this 
camp is not for you! 

Nonviolent Direct Action Code 

- We are here to protect the Nopiming 
Forest Bioregion and all our actions will 
reflect this. 

- We will be nonviolent, in word and deed, 
to everyone we encounter. 

- We will not bring or use alcohol or drugs. 

- We will carry no weapons. 

- We will strive to have as little impact on 
the landscape as possible. 

Where did we get 
such a hair-brained 
scheme? 

Two places on Vancouver Island in 
1993 helped to inspire this basecamp. 
The first was the Clayoquot Peace camp 
(Friends of Clayoquot Sound) which 
was the largest action of its kind in 
Canada. The second was the Walbran 
camp (Terra Prima!) in the Walbran 
Valley. The place that we camped in 
was preserved a year later. Several 
other camps in Austrailia and the USA 
also inspired the Nopiming Camp. 

Thank you all who were part of these 
camps, especially the organizers who 
put thousands of volunteer hours into 
making things happen! 

Basecamp Activities 

The following is just a sample of what 
will happen at the basecmp. 

Nature Walks/Workshops: We will 
take people to see the beauty and 
diversity of the Nopiming Forest. 

Low Impact Camping: People will be 
shown a way to camp so as to have as 
little impact on the lanscape as possible. 


Non-Violence Workshops: This is an 
excellent skill to have anytime in life 
and we may need to use it if there are 
going to be any blockades. It has 
become the most useful in diffusing 
violence between basecamp activists 
themselves! 

Logging/Road Building Monitoring: 
There are going to be hundreds of 
kilometers of roads built in the 
Nopiming Forest this year alone! 

Blockades: Any Civil Disobedience 
will be decided by individuals or small 
groups. Feel free to sit on a road or in a 
tree to help end industrial logging! 

Wrenching?: There will be no 
monkeywrenching at this camp, but 
feel free to do it any other time! L-P 
just came to Swan River— they might 
need some vehicle maintainance or tree 
innoculations. . . 


Count me in, darn it!* 

Please fill out this form and send it to EF! MB, 15- 
222 Osborne Street South, Winnipeg, Mantioba, 
Canada, R3L 1Z3. 

Yes, I would like to come to the camp! 

Name 

Phone Number 

Do you have a vehicle? 

Can you give specific days that you will be 
able to come to the camp? 


I have the following items to donate/borrow 
to the basecamp 


I have the following skills 


*You obviously don't have to fill this out with your 
real name. We just want to get a good idea of how 
many people we can expect at the basecamp. The 
phrase "Count me in, darn it!" was respectfully 
adopted by EF! Manitoba from Terra Prima!. 
(Where's funky pants? - Bear Hug) 




The Brower Hour 


At the Oregon Country Law Fair 



They're at it again! Those pesky national environ- 
mental organizations, eager for compromise and ac- 
ceptance in the halls of power are growing fat and lazy 
on their bloated budgets and undermining the 
grassroots at every turn. So what else is new, you ask? 
I'll tell you what's new! The new twist is this (and I 
know its true because I learned it in a workshop): the 
oil companies are behind it! 

That's right, the same people who brought you the Gulf 
War and the Kennedy assassination are evidently working 
through the Rockafella Foundation, and have given the 
leaders of the Washington based environmental groups 
marching orders so they can get the grassroots out of the 
wayinordertoadvancetheir evil agenda. Right. Excuooose 
me, but this sounds a little like Ron Arnold's theory that 
all environmental groups are working for the World 
Wildlife Fund and getting their funding from Prince 
Philip. Couldn't some of these beltway ecocrats just be 
stupid, inept and cowardly? 

It shouldn't be news that the "nationals" are the way 

they are. Any Earth Firstier knows this, of course. As dire 

as it now seems, as all the wimps duck for cover under the 

onslaught of Newt's Contract With the Devil, things have 

actually always been this bad. And what do we do when 

things are bad? We organize, of course, just as we always 

have. As my dear old mother was fond of saying, "Don't 

worry Mikey, nothing will be OK" 

* * * 

Anyway, Kristin, Landi, Big Tom Fullum and I got 
Krielick's car running and drove out to the Oregon 
Country Law Fair [Environmental Land Air Water 
Conference held annually in Eugene, OR) to drink 
beer and see some old friends. Tom and I had just 
recently gotten out of court in Grangeville, Idaho, 
having been the first to be arrested uijder Idaho's new 
felony-Earth-Firsti-conspiracy law during a protest at 
the entrance to the Noble Creek Road in the Cove/ 
Mallard area. We were somewhat disappointed that 
the Idaho County prosecutor, Jeff Payne, had made 
such a mess of our case, and that we were in the 
unfortunate position of having had all of our charges 
dropped. The prosecutor had failed to prove that Tom 
and I conspired with each other, and Judge Michael 
Griffin dismissed both the conspiracy charge and the 
obstruction charge. 

Thinking back on this, we knew it was our fault. Tom 
and I had actually forgotten to conspire. It came down 
something like this. I called Tom on the phone. "Hi 
Tom, what's going on?" 

"Nothing much, Mike, they're logging in Cove/ 
Mallard. I think I'm willing to risk arrest, how about 
you?" 

"Yeah, Tom, me too." 

After that we went up to the road in different 


vehicles on different days. Jake and I did stop in the 
Nez Perce Supervisors office on our way to Dixie to tell 
Supervisor Mike King we were going to block the road, 
and we did stop in to have a nice chat about civil 
disobedience with Red River District Ranger Ed (Dead) 
Wood and tell him we were going to block the road, 
and, of course, we told the cops. What's the point of 
breaking a law if there are no cops around to see? 

As it came up in court the problem was this: it's OK 
to conspire with people who don't end up breaking the 
law. Calling the media, telling the cops and Freddies is 
legal. But in order to be guilty of conspiracy, I would 
have had to call Tom and said, "Tom, would you like 
to join me in halting, impeding, or obstructing a 
lawful timber harvesting, reforesting or management 
activity and cause harm to the operator and thereby 
deprive said operator of his rights guaranteed by law?" 

Tom would simply have to reply, "Yes, of course I 
would like to join you in the commission of the above 
mentioned illegal acts." It's getting to where you need 
a friggin' lawyer to break a simple law. 

So because of this, Tom and I were not to be going to the 
Oregon Country Law Fair as heroes under indictment, 
persecuted by the timber barons and oil tycoons, betrayed 
by The Wilderness Society and the other dupes of the Pew 
Foundation, in an attempt to lop off the head of the 
leadership of the Northern Rockies environmental move- 
ment. Instead, we would just be two more lowbaggers 

who hadn't paid their registration fees. 

* * * 

Conferences like the Oregon Country Law Fair are 
good places to meet people and learn about other 
issues. When they are bad, they can really suck. When 
they are good, it gives you a new attitude about your 
work. I've learned long ago that you can't size up a 
conference by what you may have gotten out of it. 
Others may have had more success. I'm getting old 
and cynical so I usually confine myself to the hallways, 
taverns and cafes. This is at Dave Brower's advice, 
which is usually good advice, and because of that I 
refer to the time between the last boring speech and 
last call as the Brower Hour. It is sometimes necessary 
to sleep through the morning workshops in order to be 
alert for this critical time. 

I was thumbing through an old Sierra Club hand- 
book published in 1971 called Ecotactics. Strangely 
enough, it had a whole chapter on conferences. What 
they said in the chapter is not to worry about getting 
high-profile speakers at your conferences, because 
they rarely tailor the message to their audiences or 
interact with them . They argued for attracting grassroots 
organizers who are interested in working with the 
people attending and getting something done. When 
I see a bunch of people sitting in a room listening to 
some self-important speaker going on and on about 
subjects like deep ecology, sustainable forestry, and 
how bad the national groups are, I can't help but 
thinking, "Gee, with all these people here we should 
be talking about doing something." 

I think some good work did get done at the Oregon 
Country Law Fair, thanks to those hardworking 
grassroots organizers who just don't miss an opportu- 
nity to get something done. I guess that's why even 
though I often find them very frustrating, I still go. It's 
usually worth it just for the Brower Hour alone. 

— Mike Roselle 


(Dear Miss (Demeanor 


Dear Miss Demeanor: 

I am in love with a beautiful 
anarchist from Texas, but she is 
living so far away that the only way 
we can communicate is by using 
this fucking earth destroying shit 
E-mail to satisfy our lustful desires. 
She offered to fly up here to Utah 
to visit me, but the thought of all 
that fossil fuel sludge being dumped 
into the air... You know how it is. 
Hell, we can't even do it without a 
piece of plastic separrating our 



— ftdvicefor the Tcobgicafty Confused - — 

natural bodily fluids. I don't know what to do. Maybe 
you can help me resolve my dilemma of wanting a real, 
natural life experience and living in today's clusterfuck. 
Should I just get an AIDS test and hunt and gather my 
way to Austin? 

— Depressed in Salt Lake City 


Dear Depressed: 

A natural life experience is just not to be found in 
either Salt Lake City or Austin. You both need to 
relocate to a rural hamlet, where you will no doubt find 
sex using condoms to be a good deal more satisfying 
than fondling a keyboard. 


Beatf) of fyz 
^orltr 


by Anne Herbert 



Sometimes it 
comes in a 
dream, and 
sometimes in 
one more news- 
paper headline. 

And then you 
know. With 
your cells and 
past and future 
you know. It's 
over. We are 
killing it all and 
soon it all will 
be dead. We are 
here at the 
death of the 
world— killers, 
witnesses and 
those who will 
die. How then 
shall we live? 

Probably 
good to tell the 

truth as much as possible. Truth is generally appreci- 
ated by terminal patients and we all are. 

Good to avoid shoddy activities. You are doing some 
of the last things done by beings on this planet. 
Generosity and beauty and basicness might be good 
ways to go. Avoid that which is self-serving in a small 
way. Keep in mind standing in for ancestors including 
people who lived ten thousand years ago and also 
fishes. Might be best to do activities that would make 
some ancestors feel honored to be part of bringing you 
here. Silent statement to predecessors: Well, yeah, we 
blew the big thing by killing ourselves. I tried to honor 
you as much as I could in that context by doing the 
following: . 

Transform your own power-over behavior to what- 
ever extent possible. Life system of world being effi- 
ciently killed by human habit of going for power over. 
Tasteful to try to profoundly correct that to extent that 
you can even though it's too late, e.g., men profoundly 
understand and change around relations with women; 
white people profoundly change in relations to people 
of color; humans profoundly change in relationship to 
other beings on planet. This constitutes thank you 
note and note of apology to the whole history of the 
planet. I mean it has been rather great: sunsets, oceans, 
some art, some moments between beings, smells of 
fresh mornings. As we kill all by dominance habits too 
huge to stop, we can thank it for the good times and 
say sorry by changing our participation in the stuff in 
some profound way. Doing this kind of change will 
involve confusion, embarrassment and awareness of 
activities and attitudes you have not been conscious of 
doing this kind of change will involve increased alive- 
ness for you personally, a fine thing to bring to a dying 
planet. 

Be in radical alignment with particular forms of 
aliveness being smashed. Particular species, human 
cultures, styles of living are being obliterated brutally 
now. In as much as we all going to die fairly soon, the 
stylish thing to do is to align with one of the lifeforms 
and help it be itself as long and strong as possible. 

Eschew blandness. Eschew causing others pain. We 
are all the target so wear bright colors and dance with 
those you love. Falling in love has always been a bit too 
much to apply to one person. Falling in love is appro- 
priate for now, to love all these things which are about 
to leave. The rocks are watching, and the squirrels and 
the stars and the tired people in the street. If you love 
them, let them know, with grace and non-invasive 
extravagance. Care about the beings you care about in 
gorgeous and surprising ways. Color outside the lines. 
Practice random kindness and senseless acts of beauty. 
This is your last chance. 

Reprinted from the Spring, 1995, Whole Earth Review. 
Subscriptions are $20 a year; 27 Gate Five Road, Sausalito, 
CA 94965. 
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Montana legislature Revels in Orgy of Destruction 


UmmsmNmsmm the Pic Sty Cm/m 


by James Barnes 

In keeping with the spirit of gleeful bullying emanating from Washington 
these days, our very own Republican state representatives here in Montana have 
decided that they ain't about to be outdone by any pointy-headed city folks 
from Back East. They've decided that the environment is in the way of business, 
and clearly it has to go. 

Essentially, their legislation will affect three different areas of Montana law 
and will impact the environment in various ways, all of them bad. Here are 
some examples: 

State Lands 

First off, Roger De Bruyker of Floweree tried to sell off just about all of 
Montana's state lands to the highest bidder. That bill, at least, failed. In con- 
trast, Tom Keating of Billings tried to get the US government to give the state all 
10 million acres of Federal land in Montana, but I guess even the Feds weren't 
that dumb. That one died too. 

HB 201, Passed by the House: One of the nastiest bills, this one's known 
affectionately as "Clearcuts for Kids." Alvin Ellis of Red Lodge figures to double 
the timber cut on state lands (proceeds go to public schools) to 50 million board 
feet annually (up from 18-30 mmbf). A later "independent" study is supposed to 
come up with a less arbitrary level, but Alvin didn't put no funding for it in his 
bill. Go figure. 

HB 263, Passed by the House: This little beauty, by Mr. Curtiss of Fortine, 
will make sure that from now on the management of state lands won't be 
cluttered up by consideration of wildlife. It mandates immediate maximization 
of income: log it, mine it and then dump trash on it is the formula, I believe. 

HB 274, Passed by the House: Doug Wagner of Hungry Horse don't think 
that any of them laws oughtta apply when there's bugs or fire in the forest, so 
this bill exempts from the Montana Environmental Policy Act (MEPA). And for 
the benefit of Plum Creek Timber, the Department of State Lands (DSL) may 
advertise bids on some sales, but won't have to at all for those of less than a 
million board feet. 

Regulations and Policies 

HB 411, Passed by the House: Introduced by Representative Orr of Libby, it 
forbids the state from reviewing wetlands development permits issued by the 
Army Corps of Engineers. If you know the Corps' history, that oughtta thrill you. 

SB 330, Passed by the Senate: Under Montana water quality law, "high quality" 
waters may not be degraded. However, Senator Swysgood of Dillon has the solu- 
tion: limit "high quality" designation to Wilderness areas and municipal water- 
sheds, which aren't likely to be developed anyway. It's open season on the rest. 

SB 331, Passed by the Senate: Senator Beck of Deer Lodge has introduced this 
companion bill to SB 330 that, by ignoring toxics leaching from sediment, will 
leave Montana with one of the lowest water quality standards for metals in the 
nation. In addition, the only citizens with standing to sue over water quality will be 
adjacent landowners, not poison-recipients downstream. Finally, this bill relaxes 
Montana arsenic standards by a thousand-fold — to 1:100,000 parts per million. 

HB 412, Passed by the House: Another salvo from our friend Mr. Orr, this 


bill makes it so that if you're a polluter who's violated an environmental regula- 
tion, you (not the state) evaluate the problem.If you get around to it, that is, but 
don't worry you don't have to come back into compliance or anything. 

HB 440, Before House Appropriations Committee: Here's a good one. 
Representative Hayne of Dupuyer ain't gonna mess around. This bill repeals all 
state water and air quality and solid waste programs. If the Feds like the envi- 
ronment so much, let them come and clean it up. 

HB 543, Passed by the House: This, I think, is Doug Wagner's finest piece. If 
it becomes law, this bill would force any citizen who files suit to enforce an 
environmental law to post a bond equal to the cost of wages lost from any 
injunctive work stoppage. In other words, you have to pay to make people stop 
breaking the law. Of course, if this were applied universally, it might not be 
such a bad idea... 

SB 288, Passed by the Senate: Tom Keating's had more luck with this one so far. 
It makes compliance with MEPA voluntary for state agencies. Pretty good humor. 
Economic Impacts/Property Rights 

HB 311, Passed by the House: Representative Grinde of Lewistown says that 
state agencies can't do nothing without assessing everybody's private property 
rights first. 

HB 338, Passed by the House: Representative Grimes of Clancy says mining 
companies don't have to reclaim worked-out, open pit mine sites if they really 
don't want to. 

HB 473, Passed by House: This one's a little confusing. I thought we didn't 
like all them tofu-sucking Californians moving here, sending up property taxes, 
driving Range Rovers, wearing gore-tex, and telling us how to run things. 
Representative Knox of Winifred, though, has introduced a bill that waives 
environmental assessments for subdivisions and restricts who can appeal 
permits (i.e., you can't). I guess money's thicker than bigotry. 

SB 231, Passed by Senate: And last but not least, Senator Mesaros of Cascade 
has given us a nice, straight-forward takings bill that amends MEPA to require a 
private property analysis for each EA or EIS, and then provides compensation 
for any property "taken." 

It's all pretty sordid, I guess, and I expect some of y'all out there may be 
experiencing similar dreck from your own lawmakers. One thing that might get 
interesting as these laws get applied and challenged is that Montana has a 
constitutional guarantee of a "clean and healthy environment." I suppose we'll 
find out whether our constitution is worth the paper it's printed on. If you want 
more information on the assault on Montana's environment, call up the 
Alliance for the Wild Rockies at (406) 721-5420. 

As for "what you can do:" probably not much. These guys are going to do 
what they want, and it's going to be up to us to stop the resulting atrocities 
physically. The time for lobbying and lawyering is over. Meanwhile you could 
write Governor Marc Racicot at the State Capitol, Helena, MT 59620 or call him 
up at (406) 444-3111 and tell him you're not going to take your luxury ski and 
trophy-hunting vacation here if the water's going to be all poisoned, the trees 
all cut down and the land dug up. If you are a Montana resident, tell him to 
veto these damn bills or, failing that, to go — well, never mind. 


Alaskan Native Cl 


aims 


Bill to Raid P u Idle Forests 


Alaska's Republican Senator Frank Murkowski is 
poised to re-introduce to Congress a new Alaska Native 
land claims bill that would be an economic, environ- 
mental, and cultural disaster for all users and commu- 
nities on theTongass National Forest (NF). Murkowski's 
bill is not aimed at bringing justice to Alaska Natives; 
it is really a raid on public lands, and a grave injustice 
to all concerned. 

The bill would jeopardize long-term economic sta- 
bility, sacrifice historical subsistence uses, destroy some 
of the richest wildlife habitat areas and commercial 
fishing watersheds, and ruin community recreation 
areas dear to the hearts of Southeast Alaskans — includ- 
ing areas that Congress permanently protected just 
four years ago in the Tongass Timber Reform Act — all 
to create a short-term bonanza for the Ketchikan Pulp 
company and other private timber corporations. 

The Tongass Timber Reform Act passed the Senate by 
a vote of 99-0 and the House by 356-60. It gave 
"permanent" protection to key roadless areas and was 
widely supported by Southeast Alaskans. Now, 
Murkowski's bill would cut those areas, gutting the Act. 

Murkowski's bill would: 

•Create five new Native village corporations in the 
towns of Ketchikan, Wrangell, Petersburg, Haines and 
Tenakee. These communities did not meet criteria 
established by Congress for the formation of village 
corporations under the 1971 Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act (ANCSA). 

•Give the new corporations the right to select a total 
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of around 645,000 acres from the Tongass NF. Cur- 
rently, the Native corporations in the Southeast have 
combined holdings of around 550,000 acres. The new 
selections would more than double current private 
corporate holdings. 

•Limit new corporate land selections to areas of the 
Tongass currently managed as off-limits to logging by 
the Forest Service — including those roadless areas per- 
manently set aside for their habitat, subsistence, fish- 
ing and hunting values in the Tongass Timber Reform 
Act. The new private timberlands would not be subject 
to sustained yield requirements, and all timber would 
be sold to the Ketchikan Pulp Company (over and 
above that provided to KPC under its 50 year contract) 
or another Alaska mill. The selection of these lands 
have nothing to do with traditional use or cultural ties; 
they have to do with logging. 

•Allow new Native corporations from one end of the 
Tongass to select lands on the other end — including 
areas traditionally belonging to other Native groups. 
Areas that are traditionally used for hunting and 
fishing by a local Native community could be exten- 
sively clearcut by Native corporations with no tradi- 
tional ties to the selected land. 

•Guarantee road access to selected timberlands — 
even across Wilderness areas — and exempt access roads 
from public review under the National Environmental 
Policy Act. 

If history is any guide, selected lands will be exten- 
sively clearcut within 20 years. This will create another 



The Queen Charlotte goshawk, one endangered resident of the Tongass 

boom and bust timber cycle while at the same time 
devastating those areas most important to Southeast 
Alaskans — both native and non-native. 

What you can do: write or fax Senator Frank 
Murkowski, Chairman, Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee, US Senate, Washington, DC 20510, fax 
(202) 224-5301 and Governor Tony Knowles, State 
Capitol, Juneau, AK 99811-0001, fax (907) 465-3332. 

— Southeast Alaska Conservation Council 




The Only Way to Save America's Forests: 

Take Back Congress 


by Save America's Forests staff Kate Konschnik, 
Carl Ross, Julia Swaney, and Mark Winstein 

Newt's House of Representatives has already passed 
sweeping anti-environmental legislation which will 
cripple our existing environmental laws. Now, racing 
along at breakneck speed is a batch of proposals aimed 
straight at our national forests, including the "Forest 
Health" legislation of Senator Larry Craig and Repre- 
sentative Charles Taylor. 

The Taylor "Death to the Forests" Rider 

Previous US Congresses have sold most of our public 
forests to the timber companies, and made us pay the 
Forest Service billions of our tax dollars to do it. They 
refused to pass bills to protect the last ancient forests, 
Headwaters, and the northern Rockies. And they still 
weren't logging fast enough for the timber industry. 
Now the Taylor rider and other measures have timber 
corporations smiling. 

On March 15, 1995, the US House of 
Representatives voted overwhelmingly to 
give its timber industry bosses a big fat 
present. The Taylor "forest health"/sal- 
vage rider, which mandates that six bil- 
lion board feet of timber be cut on our 
national forests, over and above forest 
plan figures, was attached to a rescission 
package. This rider overrides all environ- 
mental legislation, and would limit citi- 
zens' rights to appeal. It was approved 275 
to 150. That's a lot of congresspeople 
against forests. 

The bill will go to the Senate, and if they 
pass it, which is likely, it will go before the 
President. If he signs it, six billion board 
feet are going down, and there will be no 
legal way to stop it. 

Big logging companies and their repre- 
sentatives in Congress have leveraged the 
rider through by using the time tested 
"forest health-salvage" hoax. They were 
able to turn the definition of healthy, 
naturally biodiverse old-growth forests on its head, 
preaching that zones of old, diseased, burned and 
dying forests can only be "cured" by timber industry 
logging. They would have unknowing members of 
Congress and the public at large believe that we can 
only "save" forests by decimating them. 

Saving Forests in Congress — The Offense 
and the Defense 

In the next two years, we will often find ourselves 
fighting defensive battles, digging in our heels to stop 
the anti-environmental deluge. The anti-environmen- 
tal Republicans are on the attack with entirely new 
proposals to take away protections we already have. A 
collection of proposals cooked up by the pro-industry 
forces are designed to make enforcement of environ- 
mental laws too cumbersome or expensive to be 
practical or even possible. For example: 

"Takings" legislation would force the government 
to pay money to private citizens or corporations for 
hypothetical profit they could have made, were there 
no environmental, health and safety regulations to 
restrict their commercial activities. This could cost 
billions of dollars which the Republicans are certainly 
not going to spend, preventing enforcement of the 
Endangered Species Act or other environmental pro- 
tection laws on private lands. 

"Cost-Benefit" analysis would direct the govern- 
ment to weigh the short-term economic cost of legis- 
lation to clean up toxic pollution caused by industry. 
This would undoubtedly pit financial interests against 
every citizen's health and safety. 

"Unfunded mandates" would make the federal 
government pay states for the costs of any federal 
regulations which the states would have to carry out. 
The Republican Congress would refuse to dole out 
clean-up grants to states. Therefore, federal environ- 
mental clean-up regulations, the backbone of the 
environmental progress which our industrial nation 
achieved in the last 40 years, would be worthless. 

Finally, the Republicans want "tort reform," which 


would make it difficult or impossible for citizens to sue 
or receive damages from corporate malfeasance or 
lawbreaking which has caused pollution or injury. 

There is proposed language in the FY 95 Recision bill 
which would defund enforcement of the ESA. 

All of these proposals seem to have a chance at 
passing, and President Clinton has sent mixed signals 
about his intentions to veto any of these measures. The 
passage of any or all of these pieces of legislation will 
jeopardize all of our existing environmental protection. 

We have to also fight the wholesale giveaway or sell- 
off of our public landsl Some western state Republicans 
are proposing to turn over federal land to the states. 
These state governments are even more friendly to the 
mining, grazing, and logging corporations than the 
federal government, and there is not a large, organized 
contingent of environmentalists trying to block them . 

Other politicians want to sell federal lands and 
forests directly to the timber, mining and grazing 


companies. Pointing to the destroyed forests on public 
lands, these politicians and interest groups claim that 
private management is the best for all lands and 
property. It is no coincidence that these are the very 
politicians who legislated policies which gave the 
timber industry license to clearcut and destroy our 
national forests. 

In our campaign to Save America's Forests there are 
many strategies, both offensive and defensive, that 
will be necessary. The rabid anti-environmental Con- 
gress has rendered us largely defensive. But this stance 
will never bring about true protection of our forests. 
We must fight offensively. 

The Forest Biodiversity Bill is Save America's Forests' 
main offensive action. Its passage would increase the 
level of forest protection in our national forests. We 
have been very successful over the last four years in 
obtaining support for this bill, attracting the support 
from more representatives each Congress. Although 
we don' t expect to pass this legislation this year, it is 
important that we continue to build support in Con- 
gress now so that it will be ready to pass in a more 
environmentally friendly Congress. 

Another offensive tactic of ours is a proposal to cut the 
Forest Service budget. We are working to defund the 
timber industry's taxpayer subsidized destruction of 
our forests. The Forest Service is an agency of 38,000 
employees designed to deliver billions of board feet of 
our National Forests — a million logging trucks ayear — 
to the timber industry. It is high time we taxpayers 
stopped this forest give away program. We pjropose 
chopping the budget of the Forest Service by a bi ll ion 
dollars or more, and letting the timber companies pay 
the full costs of logging the National Forests out of 
their own pocket. 

The Law Represents An Old Reality 

In order for Congress to pass a major new law, either 
financial power or a powerful popular movement has 
to pressure the U.S. Congress. The successful enact- 
ment of a major new federal law or constitutional 


amendment signals two things. First, it signals change 
from previous conditions. Second, it signals the exist- 
ence of enormous power in society either of wealthy 
corporations and/or rich people, or some large public 
interest groups, usually against some corporate inter- 
ests. 

The environmental movement, which was power- 
ful enough decades ago to pass strong state and federal 
legislation, has become weak. That legislation, par- 
ticularly regarding forest protection, has either never 
been enforced or is being weakened. The existing laws 
are a wall with a crumbling foundation. They repre- 
sent a strong legislative environmental movement 
that no longer exists. 

Wealthy corporate interests are often at odds with 
the public. Congress, as it shapes public policy and 
drafts laws, is the battleground of these counter- 
balancing interests. For our government to be demo- 
cratic, interest groups have to have equal access to 
Congressional power. When corporate 
dollars overpower the voice of the major- 
ity, the system is corrupted. The environ- 
mental voice has been drowned out in 
this way. 

Anti-environmental interests knewthat 
the existing laws were ripe for attack. 
When right wing factions exploited the 
mass discontent of the status quo and 
took over last November, an anti-envi- 
ronmental (and pro-DuPont, pro- 
Weyerhauser) Congress came to power. 
This ultra-conservative movement has 
been organizing to take over Congress 
since the crushing defeat of conservative 
icon Barry Goldwater in 1964 by Presi- 
dent Lyndon Johnson. Timber PAC 
money flowed by the millions of dollars 
into the election campaigns of both se- 
nior Congressmen and many of the new 
right wing members. 

ORGANIZE! 

All of us who love forests are appalled at 
the current destruction. But the new Congress' propos- 
als for the destruction of both our environment and 
the mle of law and democracy are truly terrifying. We 
must read the hand- writing on the wall — we need to 
organize to get a new Congress! 

Organizing means educating and amassing blocs of 
voters, and using that power for both legislation and 
elections. Many of you are leaders or potential leaders. 
Lead! Start a group, join a group, be a strong voice on 
forest protection in your congressional district ai. : 
state. Give slide shows and talks. Hand out literature. 
Tell everyone you can about our nation's deforestation 
crisis. Get on the radio, write letters to the editor, and 
explain who is responsible for the destruction of our 
beautiful forests — the timber industry and their Con- 
gressional lackeys. 

Hold your representatives accountable for their for- 
est votes, particularly on the Taylor rider. If they voted 
no on the Yates amendment which would have killed 
the Taylor rider, they are no friend of the forests. Let 
them know that their vote is going to be widely 
publicized, and that they must either vote for the 
forests in the future or expect to lose your support in 
future elections. Remember also to thank our friends 
in Congress, particularly the 150 who voted against 
the Taylor Amendment. 

This is where the numbers game equals real power 
and forest protection. You must gain the following of 
a lot of people who are educated on this issue and who 
agree to vote in future elections based on forest protec- 
tion. Then, when you or your group speaks to your 
representative or senator, he or she will listen to what 
you have to say very seriously. If we don't take back 
Congress in the next few elections, there will hardly be 
any forests left to protect. Don' t give up. Organize for 
the forests. 

For more information on how you cangetinvolved, call Save 
America's Forests at (202) 544-9219, or write: 4 Library 
Court, SE, Washington, DC 20003. 
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Sierra Club Management: 

Shaming Muir’s Memory 


by Chad Hanson 

Some unusual things have transpired since I wrote 
my article on the misdeeds of the Sierra Club's na- 
tional managers (see the Mabon, 1994 issue of the 
Journal). The article discussedSierra Club management's 
support for certain industry bills and management's 
rigging of the ballot in the last Club election to prevent 
an attempt by the membership to strengthen Sierra 
Club forest policy . 

Soon after the piece was printed, I received, by 
certified mail, a threatening quasi-legal letter from 
the Club's secretary, Richard Cellarius. The letter 
demanded that I "promptly" confirm whether I 
had written the EF! article and two 


letters to the editor of a similar 
nature. A strange question, espe- 
cially given the fact that I was 
listed as the author of all three 
pieces. Smelling a SLAPP suit 
(Strategic Lawsuit Against Public 
Participation) in the air, I retained 
an attorney who requested that 
they kindly back off, which they 
did — for the moment. The letter 
was designed purely to intimi- 
date me and keep me silent. They 
have no valid legal claims against 
me, since everything I wrote is 
accurate. SLAPP suits are legally 
baseless by definition, but can be 
very effective because they are 
used by those with an abundance 
of power and money against 
those who, though they are ef- 
fective activists, are financially 
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poor. 

Around the time this SLAPP suit j 
was intimated by the Sierra Club I 
Management, I received some ! 
anonymous hate mail which con- 
tained numerous references to my 
involvement in the Sierra Club. 

Something about the way it was 
addressed caught my eye. It con- 
tained two unique but minor mis- 
takes in my address. I then checked the address on my 
latest Sierra Magazine — the mistakes were identical. I 
also noticed that the letter was postmarked on a 
Monday — the day after a meeting of the national 
board in San Francisco, and was mailed from Oak- 
land, California, which is adjacent to San Francisco 
and has a major airport from which some board 
members likely depart. The upshot is this: during the 
board meeting, when Club leaders were supposed to 
be figuring out how to stop the war against the 
environment, someone took the time to write me a 
hate letter, and accessed my membership file to 
obtain my address (which is unlisted). There aren't 
too many people in the Club who have that kind of 
immediate access to membership files — the fifteen 
directors and a few national staff members. Even 
more disturbing is the fact that a copy of the letter was 
mailed to two reformer colleagues of mine, an activist 
in Illinois and a director who was elected in the last 
election from our slate of candidates. 

The Sierra Club has lost over 100,000 members and 
is in a serious budget crisis. And it's no wonder. The 
board of directors has been waging a war on the 
Club's grassroots activists and membership for sev- 
eral years. The crime of the membership: having the 
audacity to suggest that national Sierra Club manag- 
ers stop compromising away the last remnants of 
vanishing ecosystems and restore John Muir's pas- 
sion, strength and vision to the Club. Members who 
insist that the board uphold the Club's stated mis- 
sion — "to protect the wild places of the Earth" — are 
ultimately threatened with a lawsuit or some other 
intimidation measure. 

There is a serious problem at the top of the Sierra 
Club. Democracy, free speech, and strong environ- 
mental advocacy are, to say the least, not deeply held 
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values among the Club's management (with a couple 
notable exceptions). In fact, the Board recently passed 
a censorship policy which allows them to revoke the 
ccmail (internal Sierra Club E-mail) access of members 
for "inappropriate distribution of messages" or "acri- 
monious communication" (i.e., anything that ques- 
tions the board's behavior). Club management also 
recently proposed to stack the board with appointees 
(all 15 national directors are elected by the general 
membership). They cited and quoted a provision of 
California law which, they claimed, gave them the 
authority to install nine appointees. I did some re- 
search and found out that the provision they referred 
to did not exist! I then checked to see if it had 
been repealed. It turns out that the 
< - !> • \ provision never even existed. I sent 

Club management amessage ask- 
ing them to explain this. No an- 
lepg swer. Again I sent a message ask- 
ing that this be addressed. Again 
there was complete silence; but 
the bizarre board-stacking pro- 
posal faded into the woodwork 
and has not reappeared. 

So, for the second year in a 
row, a nationwide coalition of 
reformer-members dedicated to 
taking back our organization 
and restoring Muir's vision col- 
lected hundreds of signatures 
in order to place several reform 
candidates on the ballot for the 
board of directors. These reform 
candidates are Margaret Hays 
Young, Susan Schock, David 
Dilworth, myself (Chad 

Hanson) and former Sierra Club 

executive director David Brower 
(five seats are open on the 
board). 

Brower was forced from his 
position as executive director of 
the Club years ago for being a 
visionary environmental leader 
and an uncompromising advo- 
cate for ecosystem protection. 
The current board apparently considers him a threat 
to their empire because, in an attempt at damage 
control, they sent someone to ask him to run on the 
board's slate, rather than as a petition candidate 
challenger. They said that they wanted to "interview 
him" for inclusion on the board's slate of candidates. 
Brower declined, replying, "Interview me? If you 
don't know what I stand for by now, you never will." 

The board was in a real pickle. They were faced with 
a challenge by four energetic reformers and uncom- 
promising ecosystem defenders, and a legendary 
environmental leader. They knew that the contrast 
to the board's usual slate of stodgy, foul-dispositioned, 
uninspired, old-guard types would be quite conspicu- 
ous. What is a treacherous, scheming board to do? 
They needed a visionary to make their candidates 
look more cutting edge and hardcore. Also, they 
knew that five reformer challengers were already 
running. The addition of a reformer on their slate 
would, they may have assumed, dilute the voting 
power of Club members who vote for strong reform- 
ers, since their votes would then be spread among six 
reformers with only five open seats. So they asked 
Dave Foreman, co-founder of Earth First! and execu- 
tive director of the Wildlands Project, to run on the 
board's slate. Foreman accepted, which is fine with us 
because we think the board's scheme might just 
backfire on them; and we'd be happy to see Dave get 
elected. Just to be perfectly clear: Foreman is not part 
of any scheme the board may have. He probably feels, 
as do we, that he has a good chance of getting elected. 
More power to him. 

January 3 was the deadline for signatures to qualify 
our candidates for the Club ballot. It was also the 
deadline for our candidate statements. We have been 
calling our nationwide organization of Siena Club 


member-reformers the "John Muir Society." Origi- 
nally, our group was called the "Association of Sierra 
Club Members for Environmental Ethics" (ASCMEE); 
but in 1991, then Club President Phillip Berry (who 
is still a director) threatened our leaders with a 
SLAPP suit over our name. ASCMEE leaders, who 
didn't have the money to defend against the intimi- 
dation suit, reluctantly changed the name to the 
"John Muir Society." About midway through De- 
cember (as we were writing our statements), the 
board decided that they would try to distract us with 
yet another SLAPP suit threat. This time they claimed 
that we could not use the name "John Muir Society" 
in our public communications! Apparently they feel 
that the memory of John Muir is some sort of 
property interest to which they have exclusive rights. 
This newest threat was sent to a core John Muir 
Society member in Illinois by an attorney who 
warned that he had been authorized and instructed 
by the "Sierra Club" to take action if we did not drop 
our name. The funny thing is, the one director who 
is a John Muir Society member was never consulted 
on the matter. But the letter did not stop there. It 
also demanded that we immediately turn over "the 
names of any other people who are making use of 
the 'John Muir Society' name." The Orwellian impli- 
cations of this are enough to send a shiver down 
one's spine. The response deadline given by the 
attorney was — surprise— January 3rd, the same day 
our petitions and candidate statements were due. 
Coincidence? You be the judge. 

Hold on, it gets weirder. I did a trademark/service 
mark search on the "John Muir Society." Ours has 
always been an unofficial organization. We never 
registered or legally protected our name. But, to my 
amazement (but not surprise), I discovered that 
someone had filed papers in May of 1994 to register 

the "John Muir Society" as an official service mark. 
The registrant was the Sierra Club. Utterly unbeliev- 
able. Club management had been well aware of our 
use of the name "John Muir Society" for years, and 
never contested it. But when they found out our 
name was not legally protected, they decided — out 
of spite and pure meanness — to repress and under- 
mine us again. You would think that, with the 
global collapse of ecosystems and all. Sierra Club 
management would have something better to do 
with their time and our membership fees. If only 
Sierra Club management fought industry and Con- 
gress with the same vigor and viciousness with 
which they stomp on the Club's strongest, most 
effective activists. Wouldn't that be some kind of 
world? Hell, we might even win a few! 

Anyway, once again, we didn't have the money to 
mount a legal defense, and, most of us generally felt 
that if we're going to get involved in a lawsuit we'd 
prefer it be over substance rather than name. Also the 
board service-marked our name (they cla im they were 
using the name before us). Consequently, we changed 
our name to "John Muir's Guardians." That's where 
things sit at the moment. 

Somewhere along the line the people who currently 
control the Sierra Club forgot that they are supposed 
to speak for those who cannot speak for themselves — 
the trees, wolves, salmon, spotted owls, grizzly bears, 
and on and on. At some point they lost sight of the fact 
that ecosystems are more important than the organi- 
zation; that this is not about their organization, but a 
struggle with life and death consequences for millions 
of species and future generations of humans. They 
succumbed to the intoxications of political access — at 
a price. They lost their vision. They lost their connec- 
tion to the land. After awhile, there ceased to be a right 
and wrong — just access, ego, and power. While there's 
still hope — and there is still hope — it's time for this to 
change. 

Chad Hanson is a member of John Muir's Guardians — a 
nationwide coalition of Sierra Club member-activists work- 
ing to reclaim the Sierra Club and restore Muir's vision , 
passion, and strength. Contact them at 117 N. Shamrock 
St., Apt 1, East Alton, TL 62024-1149-17. 



Pulp and Paper: A Global Tragedy 


International Day of Action April 18! 


by Native Forest Network 

Global consumption of pulp and paper products liquidates four billion trees 
annually, and the number is rising. Tragically, most of these trees end up in the 
dump after one use. The pulp and paper industry rationalizes the destruction of 
native forests as necessary for employment and economic growth. At the same time, 
forty percent of the waste in US dumps is reusable paper and cardboard. 

Multinational corporations continue to conceal the true environmental costs of 
this "economic growth": the destruction of wildlife habitat, extensive soil erosion, 
degraded water quality and a severe decline in oxygen-producing forests. Even 
though air pollution is the result, trash incinerators have allowed pulp and paper 
companies to justify production of one-time use packaging, paper and cardboard 
products. 

The industry creates unnecessary demand for its products, primarily in the 
industrialized countries, by luring consumers into using convenient, disposable 
products through high-priced advertising. Remnants of native forest in Canada, 
Chile and Siberia, to name a few, are at the mercy of pulp and paper producers who 
seek cheap, subsidized sources of wood. As they expand into new markets in 
countries in the southern hemisphere and former Eastern Bloc countries, these 
remaining forests will be sacrificed to meet an artificial economic demand. (If the 
world population conformed to the rate of consumption of US citizens, it would 
require 3 to 5 earths to provide the resources.) 

What these corporations are not advertising are the scars from clearcutting and 
roadbuilding, the sterile tree farms that follow, the legacy of sediment-choked rivers 
and filthy skies, nor the numerous threats to human health. It is our responsibility, 
as citizens of Earth, to fundamentally challenge their careless and destructive 
business activities and to change consumer habits. 

The Native Forest Network (NFN) promotes the global importance of intact native 
forests, while presenting the public with forest-friendly alternatives to current 
paper products. NFN advocates a shift from paper produced from primary forest to 
paper produced from post-consumer fibers, agricultural waste, fibrous materials 
retrieved from dumps, and ecologically-sustainable alternative fibers. It is impera- 
tive for our survival that we make a conscious, combined effort to reduce 
consumption of disposable packaging, to reuse and re-re-recycle, to promote tree- 
free markets and to maintain the integrity of wild forests. 

The fundamental goals of NFN's Pulp and Paper campaign are: 1) To reveal the 


root causes of deforestation by focusing on overconsumption of disposable 
products and packaging. 2) To show how pulp & paper manufacturing demolishes 
forest ecosystems and degrades human health through pollution and waste. 3) To 
expose the multinational corporations who are the driving force behind forest loss 
from pulp and paper production. 

SHOUT OUT ON APRIL 18! 

The Native Forest Network is coordinating an interna- 
tional day of action on April 18, 1995 to express our 
outrage at the pulp and paper industry for their polluting 
policies and criminal practices. Profit-hungry multina- 
tional corporations such as Daishowa of Japan, Cham- 
pion International and Stone Container of the United 
States, AMCOR of Australia and Parsons & Whittemore of 
England are destroying millions of acres of temperate, 
tropical and boreal forest. For example, the northern third 
of Alberta, Canada, has been designated a wood-use 
production zone by the provincial government. They 
have given Daishowa the right to clearcut the entire boreal 
forest ecosystem thus depriving the Lubicon Cree of traditional means of survival. 

While these large companies have extensive international holdings, they are 
increasingly relying on pulp and paper markets to pay off debts and bolster short- 
term profits. Since pulp producers can use trees down to two inches in diameter, 
virtually any forest is seen as potential raw material. 

HOW YOU CAN HELP 

• Organize a meeting, action or demonstration at your favorite corporate or 
governmental pulp and paper criminal. Let them know that forests are not trash 
and should be recognized for more than their monetary value. 

• Write letters and send faxes to the real criminals — the Chief Executive Officers 
of these destructive, salivating multinationals! 

• Set up a meeting with a government official or a client of a multinational pulp 
& paper manufacturer such as newspaper and phone book companies or your 
neighborhood corporate supermarket. 

Be creative in your bioregion! Raise awareness about the environmental and 
human costs of pulp and paper production and consumption. Consumers need to 
be informed that buying alternative fibers provides a stronger incentive for industry 
and government to stop killing trees for pulp and paper. 

To get more information contact NFN, POB 8251, Missoula, MT 59807, phone 
(406) 251-2385, E-mail: nfnconferenc@igc.apc.org. 



Cashing Out 

continued from page 3 

Witness the Sierra Club's recent threats to sue ren- 
egade chapters that publicly opposed their position on 
Montana and Idaho Wilderness. Or NRDC's attempt to 
delay the filing of the petition to list the Queen 
Charlotte's goshawk as an endangered species. Or 
SCLDF's arm twisting of the plaintiffs in the spotted owl 
case. Or the Environmental Defense Fund's betrayal of 
at-risk communities across America when it signed on 
to Dow Chemical's proposed revamping of Superfund. 
Fred Krupp, president of EDF, was overheard telling the 
EPA's Carol Browner "you are our general. We are your 
troops. We await your orders." Or the sadomasochistic 
pleasure that NRDC's president John Adams took when 
he boasted about "breaking the back of the environ- 
mental opposition to NAFTA." 

You don't have to be versed in the works of Hannah 
Arendt or Michelle Foucault to understand the dynam- 
ics of power and repression that are at 'work here. 
Activists are now aliens on the political landscape. 
Their relationship to the lawyers, lobbyists and CEOs 
that manage the movement parallels that of welfare 
mothers to the welfare bureaucracy: abusive indiffer- 
ence. To quote Joseph Heller, "something happened." 
Somewhere along the line the environmental move- 
ment disconnected with the people. Rejected its politi- 
cal roots, pulled the plug on its vibrant tradition. It 
packed its bags, it starched its shirts and jetted to DC 
where it became what it once despised: a risk aversive, 
depersonalized, overly analytical, humorless, access- 
driven, intolerant, statistical, centralized, technocratic, 
deal-making, passionless, sterilized, direct-mailing, jock 
strapped, lawyer-laden monolith to mediocrity. But 
you know, there's hope, because its a monolith with 
feet of clay. It can be toppled. The environmental 
movement didn't so much go awry as it simply flatlined, 
cruise-controlled right into an en tropic cooldown — the 
ultimate thermodynamic fate of all closed systems. The 
gang of ten now manifests all the intensity of an 
insurance cartel. Their executives and administrative 
underlings are much more likely to own a copy of 
Donald Trump's Art of the Deal or, God forbid, Henry 
Kissinger's Diplomacy than Donald Worster's The Wealth 


of Nature or Bill Kittridges Hole in the Sky or Terry 
Tempest Williams' Refuge. You know you can forget the 
eyes because its a person's bookshelf that is the real 
window to their soul. 

National environmental policies are now engineered 
by EDF and NRDC and SCLDF. You can call them the 
Acronym Access. They're groups without voting mem- 
berships, they have no responsibility to the subscribers 
for their magazines or to the movement as a whole. They 
are the undisputed mandarins of techno-talk and law- 
yer-logic, who gave us the ecological oxymorons of the 
1990s. Pollution Credits. Re-created wetlands. Sustain- 
able development. In their relativistic milieu everything 
can be traded off or dealt away. For them, the tag end 
remains of the native ecosystems on our public lands are 
endlessly divisible. Every loss can be recast as a hard won 
victory in the advertising copy of their fundraising 
propaganda. Settle and move on is their unregenerate 
mantra. And don't expect them to stick around and live 
with the consequences of their deals. 

But there's still a flickering pulse to this battered 
movement of ours. Hannah Arendt and Thomas Paine 
sang the same refrain: the more pervasive the repres- 
sion, the more profound the rebellion to come. Well 
the rebellion has started. There have been a small range 
of victories across the landscape. 

You've got Jimmy Carter endorsing NREPA when the 
Sierra Club wouldn't. 

You've got Missouri forest activists defeating multi- 
tentacled ORV trail plans in their forests in the central 
hardwoods. 

You've got Headwaters' renunciation of the Applegate 
partnership, the archetype of consensus-blessed 
clearcutting. 

You've got the Native Forest Council's brave at- 
tempt — and they're still trying to do it — to maintain 
the Dwyer injunction, to stop the wretched Option 9. 

You've got Heartwood and Andy Mahler fighting for 
the defense of the red-cockaded woodpecker in the 
federal backwoods of Kentucky. 

You've got the Western North Carolina Alliance 
leading a hillbilly rebellion in a decade-long struggle to 
transform the Nantahalla-Pisgah forest plan on the 
most biologically diverse forest in the country in North 
Carolina. 


You've got the Bryant Bill, which I'm not all that 
thrilled about, but it defies the odds because the Bryant 
Bill is getting better every year over the opposition of the 
nationals. And everybody telling them its impossible. 
This is a bill that doesn't get weaker it gets stronger and 
it gets more co-sponsors as it gets stronger. 

You've got Forest Guardians down in the southwest, 
doing groundbreaking work in Mexico's Sierra Madres. 

You've got the Alliance for the Wild Rockies. Tremen- 
dous work on the bull trout and their leadership on 
NREPA. And they've been fought every step of the way, 
they've been fought every step of the way by the Pew 
cartel and by the nationals. 

You've got the Greater Gila Biodiversity Project's 
Rivers Project, and Gila Watch's defense of Aldo 
Leopold's wilderness. 

You've got Pat Wolff's courageous run for New Mexico 
State Lands Commissioner. 

You've got Steve Kelly's challenge of the frigid Pat 
Williams. 

You've got EPIC's slam-dunk injunction over that 
mad felon Charles Hurwitz! 

These are like snow peaks sprouting on the horizon, 
they're scattered pockets of resistance, and they can 
help us triangulate our way back home. They can 
enable us to circle back to the resolute clarity of place. 
And that move, as Terry Tempest Williams suggests in 
her shimmering book, The Unspoken Hunger, may be the 
most radical act of all. 

Environmentalism was once a people's cause, un- 
aligned with any political party, independent of the 
demands of the shadowy syndicate of mega-founda- 
tions that now hold the mortgage on the movement. 
Those high priests of Foucault's condescending philan- 
thropy. Environmentalism was once driven by a desire 
for social justice, and an unrelenting passion for the 
wild. We've got to tap back into those progressive 
tributaries of the populist mainstream. Let the vision 
attract the money, don't allow the vision to be refracted 
through the ideological prism of conservative founda- 
tions. Remember, the power of the people can still 
overwhelm the influence of money. Look at Chiapas. 
Listen to Mandela. Anything is possible; find your 
place, take a stand. People will join you. 
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Poison, Death and Destruction for the Owyhees? 


by Pyrite Tooth 

Oregon's first cyanide heap leach mine— the Grassy Mountain Project— is under 
construction in the Owyhee range on the state's eastern edge. The multinational 
mining company responsible for the project, Newmont Gold of 
Denver, Colorado, has a 100 year history of ecological disasters. The 
cyanide heap-leach mining process wastes vast amounts of water 
and electricity and involves percolating a cyanide solution through 
huge piles of earth dug from massive open pits. Once the digging's 
done and the gold's been grabbed, the pit sits open, attracting 
Canada and White Geese who drink from the pond and die. In the 
worst cases, the cyanide solution, laced with heavy metals from the 
leaching process, seeps into ground water or escapes into rivers. 

The prospect of numerous cyanide and heavy metal waste ponds 
in the Owyhees is especially outrageous when you remember that 
the range and canyon lands narrowly escaped becoming a bombing 
range last year. The ecological devastation of mining is an equally 
horrible threat to this fantastic region. Although Newmont doesn't 
have a permit yet, road building and construction of the Grassy 
Mountain mine site started last year. If work continues the project 
will turn this mountain into a 1,000 foot wide, 2,000 foot deep 
crater. 

Roads now cover the BLM site. Plans indicate that up to 105 
million tons of earth will be tom out of Grassy Mountain in pursuit 
of the gold. Construction work has already resulted in a diesel spill 
into nearby Rock Creek, and soon the Owyhee River herself could 
taste the bitter poison of Newmont's greed. Perhaps our actions can protect the 
Owyhee from the fate of the Alamosa river in Colorado, seventeen miles of which 
died after cyanide-laced water leached out of the Summitville mine. 

Permitting of this mine will establish a precedent for cyanide leach mining in this 
region. No such mine exists in Oregon, yet. 

Permit extensions will allow the Grassy Mountain mine to expand indefinitely. 
Local activists were surprised to hear a state Department of Geology representative 
at a public meeting suggest that numerous other mines and expansions of the 
proposed one were already in the works. The spokesperson then retracted her 
statement. Newmont, however, has indicated that at least six other sites in the area 
are potential future mines. 

Newmont Gold was formerly majority owner of both Peabody Holding (Coal) 
Company and Dawn Mining in Washington, which is responsible for the uranium 
mine on the Spokane Indian Reservation that Dawn now wants to use as a toxic 
waste dump at Washington state's expense. Newmont's record of disasters spans 
over a century and includes the California Gulch Superfund site initiated when 
heavy metals leaked into California Gulch and then into the Arkansas river; the 
aforementioned Dawn Mine; the Gray Eagle Copper Mine in California (1941) 
which killed off most aquatic life in Luther Gulch Creek; the Rain Mine in Nevada 
which has persistent problems with acid mine drainage into nearby creeks; the 
Idarado Mine superfund site (Newmont owns 80% of Idarado Mining Co.) in 
Colorado; and oodles of other ecologically demented projects. Newmont has been 
and still is involved in cyanide mines for gold and copper in hundreds of places in 
Peru, Australia, the Sonoran desert in Mexico, the United States, New Guinea, 


Indonesia, Canada and, until recently, South Africa. With such a track record it 
should be obvious that Newmont Gold Co. is an incurable criminal recidivist who 
will not be reformed. Corporations like Newmont simply must go! 

Unbelievably, the President of the mainstream Mineral Policy Center — one of 
the few groups working for mining reform — stated in 
the last issue of MPC's magazine Clementine that he 
supports the Grassy Mountain project as the kind of 
mining he wants to see in the future. Go figure?! 

Individuals wishing to pursue legal channels to stop 
the development of the Grassy Mountain mine may 
write to the Oregon Department of Geology and Min- 
erals. Anyone can request to become part of the permit- 
ting process. It shouldn't matter where you live; 
Newmont, after all, is a multi-national corporation 
with its headquarters in Colorado. Comments express- 
ing opposition to this project should also be sent then- 
way. Pressure from individuals taking part in this 
process has significantly slowed Newmont. However, 
mining companies usually calculate ahead of time how 
much "opposition" will cost them in time and money. 
Newmont expects this to be an easy campaign. The 
only way to keep Newmont out permanently is to 
convince them that the costs of putting a mine in the 
Owyhee region are too high. (Refer to a copy of Ecodefense 
for further suggestions.) 

Since Newmont has its fingers in so many bioregions, 
local actions in your own area are perhaps one of the best strategies. But for those 
of you who might be thinking of a vacation in the Owyhee region, the site is located 
about 25 miles north from Vale, Oregon. Take the Vale Highway 20 southwest until 
you reach "Twin Springs" road, head due south (the road is unpaved from this 
point), travel about 18 miles, or to within 2 miles of Twin Springs, and Grassy 
Mountain will be unmistakable. You won't be able to drive this road in the rainy 
season without good four-wheel drive. If you walk, you'll have to walk from the 
Twin Springs junction. 

Send comments and request to become part of the scoping process: Department of 
Geology and Minerals, 1536 Queen Ave. SE, Albany, OR 97321; Phone (503) 967- 
2039. 

Write to the Mineral Policy Center and demand that they actively oppose Grassy 
Mountain Mine. Tell them to support the grassroots efforts to stop this mine. 
Mineral Policy Center, Room 550, 1325 Massachusetts Ave., NW, Washington, DC. 
20005, phone (202) 737-1872. 

Form your own group! Right now there's not really a bandwagon to jump on. The 
one group that's currently working most closely on this issue, primarily through the 

initiative process (who doesn't necessarily agree with the views expressed in this 
article), is: STOP'M! (Stop Toxic Open Pit Mines), PO Box 40326, Portland, OR 
97240-0326, phone (503)221-1683. 

Finally, write to Newmont themselves and tell them you plan to make it costly 
and difficult for them to mine the Owyhees: Newmont Gold Co., One United Bank 
Center, 1700 Lincoln Street, Denver, Colorado 80203, phone (303) 863-7414. 



Exxon Goons Push Crandon Mine on Reluctant Wisconsin 


The goons at Exxon Inc. have struck hard recently to 
make their dream of gobbling up Wisconsin's North 
Woods a gruesome reality. Maybe it was the statewide 
poll showing 59 percent of Wisconsinites in opposi- 
tion to the proposed Crandon mine that got them off 
their slimy butts, or maybe they've just been biding 
their time. Now it is apparent: the mining industry 
doesn't mean to be pushed around by any backcountry 
alliance of Indian tribes, ecoactionists, fishing advo- 
cates, and landowners anymore. After all, even though 
this particular mine would destroy the Wolf River, 
local autonomy, and any pretense of First Nation 
sovereignty, the fact is there's money to be made. 

First came the announcement of the creation of the 
Wisconsin Mining Association by the Wisconsin Manu- 
facturers and Commerce (WMC). James Buchen, 
WMC's vice-president for governmental relations, tells 
us that a goal of the association will be to, "get the facts 
out that Wisconsin industry cannot survive without 
minerals, and we need to make sure it's done in an 
environmental and responsible manner." Right. 

Next came Governor Toxic Tommy's budget. Gov. 
Thompson has proposed eliminating the Public 
Intervenor's Office — which resides within the Justice 
Department — the one agency in state government 
which has consistently sided with the people against 
corporate and government crimes. In the case of the 
Exxon mine, the Public Intervenor's office has been 
crucial in ensuring public access to the permitting 
process. Yet Tommy tells us that we must save money, 
and so he is cutting an office whose total budget is 
$230,000. In comparison, Tommy's top aide, James 


Klauser, a former Exxon mining lobbyist, sits atop the 
Department of Administration, with a budget of 
$270,000,000. Guess how much Kaiser Mauser's bud- 
get is being slashed. 

Finally, the Governor has proposed eliminating the 
Department of Natural Resources (DNR) Board, the 
folks who have been holding public hearings all along 
on the mining issue, who have heard from tens of 
thousands of angry anti-mining Wisconsinites either 
via mail or in person, and who are charged with 
overseeing the general operations of the DNR. 

Behind these moves are the men at 
Exxon Inc., their partners at Rio Algom 
Mining Inc., and their pals at Chev- 
ron. Who is funding the Wisconsin 
Mining Association? Who has poured 
tens of thousands into political cam- 
paign coffers over the years? You can 
bet it's not the Girl Scouts. 

In the face of these moves, how- 
ever, opposition to the deadly mine 
continues to mount. The US Fish & 

Wildlife Service recently sent the Army 
Corps of Engineers a letter expressing 
opposition to the mine on the basis of 
the fact that it would violate numer- 
ous pieces of federal legislation, such 
as the Clean Water Act and the En- 
dangered Species Act, that it would 
violate treaties between the First Na- 
tions and the US government, and 
that it would place unjust costs on the 


shoulders of local people and undue profits in the 
hands of Exxon Inc.'s owners. The EPA has also 
expressed opposition to the mine, stating that given 
current technology and current conditions, the 
Crandon mine should not be permitted. In addition, 
national and international media have begun to take 
an interest in the Crandon mine as a precedent setting 
case. 

The most effective thing any Earth defender can do 
to prevent the midwest's headwaters from being 
poisoned by tens of millions of tons of sulphuric acid 
waste laced with heavy metals is to get 
to know the issue real well — this is 
going to be a long struggle. For more 
information write: Mining Impact Coa- 
lition, 19E. Wilson, Madison, WI53703 
or Midwest Headwaters Action, 731 
State St, Madison, WI 53703. 

At a public hearing held on Decem- 
ber 7 at which 100 people presented 
the DNR Board with the signatures of 
some 7,000 Wisconsinites opposed to 
metallic sulphide mining in Wiscon- 
sin, the board members were told, to 
paraphrase it, "You have heard from us 
again and again and again. You know 
that more and more people are becom- 
ing opposed to this mine each day." If 
they do allow the mine to go through, 
we're going to need some serious sup- 
port from all over the world. 
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NREPA's Back! 

by Dan Funsch 

Conservationists are fortunate to have a legislative 
tool like the 1964 Wilderness Act to protect our 
threatened wildlands. But the Wilderness system has 
failed to protect biological diversity, in part because of 
our approach to Wilderness designation. Most areas in 
the system are at higher elevations, chosen for scenic 
and recreational attributes, not biological value. Diverse 
habitat types are poorly represented, and important 



concepts like biological linkage corridors are neglected. 

The results can be seen in alarming declines in water quality and fisheries, habitat 


Bison: Lethal Policies and Weird Politics 


fragmentation, endangered species listings, etc. 

The Northern Rockies Ecosystem Protection Act (NREPA) represents a new 
approach to this problem, one which incorporates new concepts from conservation 
biology and challenges our traditional view of "political reality." 

Sdentificallybased,NREPAincorporatesconceptssuch as species viability, connectivity, 
and reserve system design. It protects and restores habitat to ensure the long-term 
health of diverse forest ecosystems. NREPA also recognizes the importance of 
wildlands to our economy, so it creates new jobs in wildland restoration. Additionally, 
the regional approach recognizes that ecosystems transcend state boundaries. 

The bill protects large blocks of federal roadless land as Wilderness — over 16 
million acres region-wide — and links these blocks with biological connecting 
corridors. NREPA also protects 1500 miles of Wild and Scenic Rivers, and directs two 
national park and preserve feasibility studies. It protects Native American cultural 
resources and access to traditional sites. 

Breaking new ground in conservation legislation, NREPA establishes a system of 
Wildland Recovery Areas . Many areas have been damaged by poor land management 


by James Barnes 

This winter, west of Yellowstone National Park, the Montana Department of 
Livestock (MDoL) shot hundreds of bison. Following an eternally "interim" Bison 
Management Plan, the state killed bison which left public land — the park and 
adjacent national forest — and crossed onto private ranches or wandered into the 
town of West Yellowstone to hang out in people's yards and eat their shrubberies. 
Where bison stayed away from private land and cows, MDoL is rumored to have had 
them baited. Despite this, the local people seem to like having bison around, even 
if they do occasionally charge one's truck, and are getting fed up with the state's 
murderous policies. 

The real buffalophobes are ranchers, like Elizabeth Claire Prophet and the armed 
Church Universal and Triumphant, who have concocted the whole red herring 
about bison giving brucellosis (which causes cows to abort) to their precious cattle. 
Let's not pussyfoot around; transmission from bison to cattle doesn't happen and 
even if cows could pick it up from infected birth tissues, there are boatloads of 



practices, and suffer soil 
erosion, excessive road 
densities and loss of secure 
wildlife habitat. Through 
an ambitious recovery 
program, these lands can 
be restored creating 
thousands of new jobs. 

NREPA is supported by 
over 600 organizations 
and businesses — from 
hunting clubs to humane 
society chapters, property 

owners to main street 

businesses, and from 
grassroots activists to 
national organizations 
like Greenpeace and the 
Sierra Club. Ralph Nader 
has provided a statement 
of support for NREPA. His 
Taxpayers Assets Project 
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noted that NREPA would 


infected elk running around and nobody's suggested 
killing all of them. 

The state of Montana is facing pressure from the 
livestock industry and is caught between battling fed- 
eral agencies. Since the issue for cattlemen is really 
competition for forage, the Agricultural Health and 
Inspection Service (APHIS) has threatened to take away 
Montana's "brucellosis-free” status if the bison aren't all 
properly destroyed and/or kept firmly in the park. 

In contrast, the National Park Serice in Yellowstone 
won't play the brucellosis game, and won't control their 
movements. At the same time, they now realize that 
their popular groomed sno\ mobile trails are respon- 
sibly for increased bison numbers and easy migration, 
which complicates matters. Governor Racicot's admin- 
istration would just as soon be done with the whole, 
bad-PR-generating mess. The state is suing the Interior 
Department over the park's management and the Mon- 
tana Department of Fish, Wildlife & Parks (MDFW&P) 
is suing Agriculture's APHIS over its stance. 

Meanwhile, in a sort of sick appeasement scam, the 
state is donating the dead animals to regional Indian 
tribes who would much rather have bison live and free- 


save taxpayers millions of dollars by eliminating below-cost timber sales and costly 
road construction projects in pristine roadless areas. 

It was first introduced in Congress in 1992 and reintroduced in July, 1993. By the 
end of 1 994 it had attracted 64 co-sponsors in the House of Representatives and was 
the subject of hearings in the Natural Resources, Merchant Marine and Fisheries, 
and Agriculture Committees. In early 1995, Representative Carolyn Maloney (D- 
NY), along with twenty other original co-sponsors, reintroduced the bill, now called 
HR 852. It presently awaits new committee hearings. 

Add your vote to the list of supporters by writing your representatives in Congress. 
Tell them to pass NREPA and other regional protection bills and begin a program 
of ecosystem restoration. For more information contact the Alliance for the Wild 
Rockies, PO Box 8731, Missoula, MT 59807, (406) 721-5420. 


ranging. Surprisingly, MDFW&P, which oversees game management, has timidly 
suggested that bison be allowed to recolonize and be hunted like other game 
species. Clearly it has finally dawned on this agency that there is an enormous 
amount of money to be made selling buffalo tags to rich eastern "sportsmen." 

Yellowstone Earth First!, in a move that confused many, sent out a press release 
that also advocated bison hunts, but using only native, pre-Columbian technology 
(bows and spears — no horses). With EF! having previously been associated with 
bunny huggers and Hunt Sabs on bison kill actions, this statement puzzled the local 
press. Few seem to comprehend the difference between exterminate-on-sight and 
sustainable hunting of a species in its natural range — except maybe the Indians. 

The bison, unconcerned with our squabbles, multiply and migrate. Everywhere 
they increase while Europeans abandon the plains. 



Call E.E. "Cork" Mortensen at the Department of Livestock (406) 444-2023, and 
tell him nobody wants his "services" anymore. Keep the pressure on Governor 
Racicot, (406) 444-311 1; and write Yellowstone Park, Box 168, YNP, WY 82190 and 
USDA-APHIS, Room 312-E, Administration Bldg., Washington, DC 20250. 


Warming temperatures and the disappearance of a critical link in the food chain are 
turning the once healthy ocean waters near San Diego into a dead zone says Scripps 
Institution of Oceanography researcher John McGowan. 

The temperature of the water has increased by two to three degrees since 1 95 1 and the 
population of zooplankton, a critical part of the food chain, has decreased by 80 percent. 
The rising water temperature is robbing surface waters of nutrients, such as nitrates and 
phosphates, that plant phytoplankton need to thrive. Zooplankton— animal plankton — 
feeds on phytoplankton. 

These results come from hundreds of thousands of water, temperature and plankton 
samples taken during 222 scientific cruises in the past 43 years. These cruises have covered 
areas within a 50,000 square mile area off the coast of San Diego and Point Conception. 

Zooplankton is the main diet for many species of fish, including sardines, anchovy, 
hake, jack mackerel and the Pacific mackerel. Scripps Institute's findings are consistent 
with other studies that have shown stunning losses of fish and seabird population along 
the US Pacific coast. One such seabird is the sooty shearwater, whose numbers have 
declined by 90% since 1986. The shearwater feeds on zooplankton and small fish that 
also feed on zooplankton. 

It seems obvious that the greenhouse effect is the main culprit along with continual 
pollution in the water. The US government will want to study the problem for another 



ten years before realizing what is obvious. 


Eostar 199S Earth First! Page 29 






Gene, Gene, Gene, wake up boy. Tree 
spiking is not a failed tactic, if anything it is 
proliferating and it is costing the termite 
people plenty. 

But that's not why I'm writing. I am in fact 
responding to your epistle in the last EF! 
Journal where you stated and I quote "... if 
you do get caught the good ol' boys — Roselle, 
Watson, Manes, Wolkie, and Foreman — 
will not do your time for you. Yeah, one of 
them may write an article glorifying your 
exploits, some comfort!" 

What IS your problem, Gene, that you 
need to stoop to taking shots at people who 
are fighting effectively for the Earth? 

Anyway, just a point of clarification. No, 
none of us will do time for the actions of 
other activists. We have all done time for 
our own actions and thus we have little 
patience for whiners who are afraid to risk 
the consequences for their own actions. 

If you can't stand the heat, Gene, you and 
your friends should stay the hell out of the 
kitchen where the big boys and girls are 
engaged in standing up to the enemy. 

And don't count on us to write glorifying 
accounts of your exploits if you should get 
caught. We have more important things to 
be concerned with then to glamorize the 
exploits of those whose strategy is so inept 
that they find themselves in trouble they 
did not anticipate and then resort to crying, 
"woe is me." 

Gene, I'm facing a trial on three counts of 
felony mischief in New Foundland. Two of 
the counts carry a maximum of a life sen- 
tence each and the third carries a maximum 
of ten years. I don't expect you or anybody 
else to take the fall for my actions. Roselle 
has served his sentences with great nobility. 
Foreman made sacrifices to lower the sen- 
tences served by individuals whose strategy 
was so inept they allowed a Federal Agent to 
set them up. Wolkie paid his dues and I can't 
think of a better example of a misanthropic 
sage than Manes. So lay off kid, you haven't 
got the foggiest notion of who the people 
are that you are intent upon trashing. 

The last sentence of your letter was and I 
quote again, "... this is a class issue. Think 
about it!" 

I have thought about it. It’s bullshit, Gene. 
The working class is in cahoots with the 
middle and upper class to screw the planet. 
We, the human species, and our uncon- 
trolled escalating numbers are the problem 
Gene. It's not a class thing. Its a species 
thing. 

If you don't like tree-spiking then don't 
do it. 1 don’t like whining about other 
people's tactics and I don't do it. I just get 
pissed when I hear this holier-than-thou 
sanctimonious anthropocentric sensitive 
new age guy crapola. Get a life Gene and 
stop criticizing others who have one. 

— Captain Paul Watson 

Dear Earth First! 

There were several things in the Yule 1994 
issue I would like to comment on: 

Carolyn Moran's article on "Tree-Free 
Paper" was good, but I feel that some 
additional perspective must be added. While 
it is better to use non-wood fibers for making 
paper at present than cutting down the 
forests, it must be made abundantly clear 
that the cultivation of such plants as hemp 
and flax should only be done on lands 
already agriculturalized . Last year a group of 
"environmentalists" nearby in Courtenay 
were advocating the planting of hemp in 
clearcuts for the production of paper and 
other products. From a biocentric 
perspective, this is a ludicrous idea since the 
ideal is to allow clearcuts to regenerate back 
into wild forests. Turning them into hemp 
fields is about the worst thing you can do. 

In addition, the advocacy of tree-free paper 
should be recognized as only a small part of 
the solution, not anywhere near as a solution 
by itself, to deforestation. The real issue is 
the amount of trees harvested an d the 
forestry methods used; there is nothing 
inherently wrong with cutting down trees. 


protected areas) is a far better solution than 
the use of agriculture, as it retains most 
characteristics and biodiversity of a wild 
forest than a totally mowed down ecosystem 
replaced by non-native plants useful to 
humans like hemp, flax, or cereal crops. 
Agriculture sucks. 

Mike Roselle's article hit on some 
important points but was also offensive in 
other respects. Nothing is more frustrating 
than having the large environmental 
organizations, who could do so much if 
they had the commitment, perpetually 
advocate watered down, half-baked stances 
on issue. In Canada, this is also a problem, 
but we also have next to no radical 
environmental groups like there are in the 
State's , although this seems to be changing 
in BC and Ontario in recent years. 

However, I don't agree with Roselle's 
divisive and unconstructive attacks on Dave 
Foreman. Foreman may not be an EF!er 
anymore but he is filling a vital niche with 
Wild Earth, which recently released a 
rigorously scientifically-researched proposal 
for the Columbia Mountains in eastern BC 
that calls for 48% of the area to be protected. 
The use of conservation biology in the 
proposal will put the government, who 
didn't use science in their recommendations, 
on the defensive since, in this technological 
society, they can't claim that they don't care 
what science says. Leave all that childish in- 
fighting with Foreman to rest; you're no 
better than each other. You only serve the 
FBI and the Wise Users by your divisive 
polemics. 

— R. Singh, Duncan, BC 

Dear Shit-For-Brains: 

I hope you don't mind if I still address you 
the old way. It's been a long time since I've 
had much input in the ol' movement (as we 
used to call it), but judging by the tenor of 
recent letters, our departed dictator may 
have been right: EF! is being diluted ... not 
by social ecologists, but by folks with no 
concept of their own group history. That 
Woo gal can say whatever she likes about 
Roselle (just remember though, this guy gets 
off on abuse! No joke!), but take it from a 
woman who knew Mr. Foreman all too well: 
Calling him an "Ollie North" is the 
understatement of the decade! Try "Benedict 
Arnold" with a macho twist. Try as he might 
to portray himself as another environmental 
giant, Foreman is no Brower. It amazes me 
how that fellow can abandon EF! (when 
people started asking for accountability on 
Journal matters) , run off with the computers, 
mailing list and most of the merchandise, 
trash EF! in a dozen national rags, put out a 
book of lies on the people he called his 
friends, and then get away with blaming it 
all on anarchists and humanists in our midst! 
Talk about walking through shit and still 
smelling like a rose! This is the guy who 
tripled his speaking fees after getting popped 
for handing a snitch a hundred dollar bill. 
Right impressive, eh' Vancouver? If Woo 
wants the run-down on just who is a 
"compromising politician slimebag," drop 
a line to Mark Davis and he'll fill you in on 
your hero Dave, the crook that left him 
holding the bag. His address is in the Journal, 
and he needs the mail worse than Foreman 
needs the money. 

Dave ran an ad in an early Journal issue for 
chicks willing to open their beers for them 
on the microbus roadshow. My suggestion 
is that /all get a clue, or see if Nancy will let 
him hire you on. As for me, I figured out a 
long time before the shit started flyin' that 
I was better off pandering for wilderness on 
the Beltway, than selling clenched-fist tee- 
shirts for a turncoat. 

And folks, forget all this fussin’ over tactics. 
Hell, nothing works, so just resist any ol' 
way that feels good.. Just do it with a little 
honor, for crissakes. 

Remember me, big boy? ... "Just Another 
Pretty Face," 

—WILDCAT ANNIE 


I must disagree with the anti-reproduction 
supplement in the Brigid issue. Mr. Knight 
simply has the wrong take on human 
physiology, psychology, and history. From 
both a theoretical and a practical perspective 
a radical environmental movement needs 
to be better grounded in reality to have any 
hope of accomplishing a vitally necessary 
reduction in human numbers before it is too 
late. The desire for children in a normal, 
healthy biological drive, independent of 
the sex-drive and not a cultural artifact, let 
alone an irrational one. Western culture still 
suffers from 1500 years of the Christian 
Church trying to repress sexuality; we don't 
need the psychological damage repeated by 
trying to repress the urge to procreate. Guilt- 
tripping people about their personal choices 
and actions is usually counter-productive 
and stirs up resistance and resentment. 

I usually try to encourage people to have 
children if they can afford to support them 
because people with children will have a 
staked in the future of this planet and will be 
committed to its preservation. 
Environmentalists without kids are much 
more prone to bum out and see no reason to 
go on fighting for the earth. 

The birth rate in the Paleolithic times was 
low because a woman on a high-protein, 
low-carbohydrate diet, which requires a lot 
of exercise to obtain, will likely tend to be 
underweight by today's standards. It is well 
known in the medical field that perfectly 
healthy female athletes are frequently 
infertile due to too low a percentage of their 
body weight being fat, when the agricultural 
revolution resulted in a low-protein, high- 
carbohydrate diet and consequent increase 
in the percentage of fat in the average 
woman's body, the population explosion 

began — and was inevitable, whatever the 
culture and it’s values. If we want too talk 
seriously about reducing human population 
we must start by discussing how to get rid of 
agriculture and bringing about a return to a 
hunter-gatherer economy. 

Over-population, however, is not due 
entirely, or even primarily, to too many 
births. It is caused at least as much by too 
few children and adults being eaten by 
predators. We don't just need fewer births; 
we need more deaths. It is far, far too late for 
any realistic reduction in the birth rate to do 
any good. Even a total 100% moratorium 
on all human births starting right now 
would not suffice to prevent a total world- 
wide ecological collapse in the next few 
decades. We need a recycling program; we 
need to reintroduce large predators to re- 
establish ecological balance by recycling 
humans back into the food chain where 
they belong. This, in turn, requires leveling 
the playing field between humans and 
predators by depriving the humans of all 
post-stone age weapons and technology. 

These are not pie-in-the-sky wishful 
fantasies; they are a rock-bottom minimum 
for any serious proposal to solve the 
horrendous problem caused by having more 
than 1,000 times as many humans on this 
planet as there should be. It is laughable to 
urge people of the sort who read the journal 
to not have kids as if that were some sort of 
solution. What EFlers should be doing in 
the Journal and in workshops at the 
rendezvous is brainstorming on the 
questions of how to monkeywrench the 
world's agricultural production and the 
industrial technology that enable the 
humans to maintain their numbers. 

DELENDA EST! 

Les U. Knight responds: 

We have two choices in dealing with 
human over population: more deaths or 
fewer births. To keep human numbers stable, 
we either need 250,000 more deaths each 
day or 250,000 fewer births. Promoting fewer 
births is a lot more fun than the alternative, 
even if it means repressing normal, healthy 
biological drives to procreate. Fortunately, 
we have the ability to override remnants of 


biological urges which may be lurking in 
our genetic make-ups. Cultural program- 
ming can also be countered with our intel- 
lects, as millions of us our demonstrating. If 
we were simply slaves to our genes, there 
would be no hope for a better world. Ironi- 
cally, our powerful intellect is what gave us 
agriculture and the potential for over-popu- 
lating in the first place. 

The more ideas we come up with for 
defending what's left of the wild, the better. 
Some of the craziest-sounding methods may 
prove to be workable with a little tinkering. 
If we limit ourselves to what's practical and 
"grounded in reality" we might overlook 
valuable innovations. Any idea from any 
source deserves to be given a fair run through 
the logic circuits. However, plans to in- 
crease human death fail to pass the ethics 
test and may be dismissed without much 
consideration. 

Yes, it may be too late to prevent global 
ecological collapse, in which case the last 
thing we should do is create more of us to 
suffer and perhaps die in it. A more positive 
outlook is to assume that there's still hope 
and that we can make a difference. We have 
to try. 

Voluntary human extinction alone won't 
preserve life on Earth, but each additional 
human we don't produce means more room 
for wilderness and wildlife. When we are 
not off raising new 
■ p off-spring, we might 

have more time for 
raising hell at eco- 
destruction sites and 
for helping Earth- 
lings of all species. 

— Les U. Knight 
Stumptown, Oregon 

To all deep ecologists, misanthropes, eco- 
freaks, animal rights radicals, eco-feminists, 
monkey wrenchers, and nature lovers in 
Connecticut, 

I am a misanthropic, deep ecology follow- 
ing, nature loving, cynical, heretical eco- 
freak who is also a student at Central Con- 
necticut State University (Biology-Environ- 
mental Science) who is looking to form an 
Earth First! group in Connecticut. There 
may not be much wilderness left to save in 
Connecticut, but every little bit counts. So 
anyone looking to form a group in this area, 
give me a call. Leave a message. 

— Ron Ferrucci, home (203) 239-3670 
school (203) 832-0732 

Dear Coprocephalus, 

Here's a great opportunity to use your 
computer for more than playing DOOM 
and doing term papers. There is an enor- 
mous flaming asshole from hell that has 
taken to the Internet airwaves and needs to 
have his hard disk reformatted. A one Alan 
Macnow (AMACNOW@IGC.APC.ORG) is 
an operative of the Japan Whaling Associa- 
tion and is posting filthy messages and 
stinking up otherwise useful enviro com- 
puter discussion lists like the Marine Mam- 
mal List (MARMAM@UWM.BITNET — 
list.marmam on EcoNet) and the env.marine 
conference on EcoNet with this kind of 
excrement: 

"The time is now to establish an interna- 
tional regime for the utilization of surplus 
marine resources for the global food de- 
mands. We should not regard the whaling 
issue as an isolated case. It should be treated 
as a fundamental example of wise and sus- 
tainable utilization of wildlife and marine 
living resources." 

Please feel free to send this plankton-for- 
brains an E-mail message describing how 
you would like to see him impaled with an 
exploding harpoon and neatly packaged on 
a shelf in the Tokyo Safeway. Be creative. 
Messages should be long and sent as often as 
possible. It is sure to give your hard disk a 
warm tingly feeling. 

— Elwood Pleebus, Nerds First! 
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SPIKES FOR BRAINS 


Dear EF! J and Fellow Apocalyptics, 

The tree-spiking debate continues! The 
articles and letters debating spiking in the 
Yule and Brigid issues were interesting, but 
it seems to me that this is a controversy that 
should be left up to the various EF! chap- 
ters — or preferably to each individual EF!er. 
Does an EF! group in Maine have the right to 
tell an EF! group in California whether they 
should be spiking or not? I'm not sure. As 
was correctly pointed out in the article, "To 
Spike or Not to Spike," spiking is only one 
tactic, and whether it should be used or not 
depends entirely on the situation at hand. 
In a place where it's important to have 
support from loggers or such folks, spiking 
may not be in the best interests of the cause. 
"No Compromise" doesn’t mean shooting 
(or spiking) yourself in the foot. On the 
other hand, some last-ditch efforts to save 
important wildlands might be enhanced by 
spiking. 

The problem with spiking is that it's quite 
easily dismissed as "anti-human terrorism" 
in the mainstream media. In New Hamp- 
shire, where I'm from originally, whenever 
I mentioned Earth First! to people they 
would say, "Aren’t those the tree spikers, the 
terrorists?" Personally, I’d like to be known 
for more than just that. 

Enough with this argument, already! 

Another old problem-thing that seems to 
have crept into recent discussions is the 
question of how PC should we all be — that 
is, whether EF! should try to stamp out 
racism, misogyny, homophobia, etc. from 
its ranks and from the entire world. Here's a 
proposal from me, an unabashed left-wing 
homosexual (with some help from Aldo 
Leopold): anything that does not preserve 
the integrity, stability, and beauty of the 
Earth, as well as the ability of Earth First! to 
preserve said stuff, is bad. If I have to worry 
about you yapping about niggers, femi- 
nazis, and faggots, I'm going to get dis- 
tracted, and there's going to be a conflict 
between two people who should be working 
together to save the Earth. Let's make en- 
emies with the Wise Abusers, not each other. 
Nuff said. 

I just began reading the Journal when I 
started college in New York City a few 
months ago (I needed a small antidote to 
the materialist/industrial mania that de- 
fines this place) so I can't offer any brilliant 
comments on what future issues should 
look like or contain. But I will give a couple 
suggestions. If you go to a magazine format, 
I would hope that you wouldn't lose any 
space or total wordage, since these days 
activists need as much news and info as we 
can possibly get. In the future, I'd love to 
hear what sorts of anti-enviro bullshit people 
are encountering across the country and 
world. With the apotheosis of Newt and the 
Apostles, it's important to understand every 
possible type of attack and disinformation 
that we'll encounter. The fights I’ve seen 
lost have been lost because our side mis- 
judged the commitment and strategies of 
the Wise Abusers and their ilk, and so lost 
support from the general public. 

Organize, organize, organize! 

Sincerely, 

— Matthew Cheney 



Dear Shinola-for-Brains (Cause sometimes 
you guys don't know shit from shinola, 
that's why.). 

What's all this goat blather and bull pippy 
about spiking? Seems as if you're wasting an 
awful lot of valuable space which could be 
put to better use printing my incredibly 
witty, although sometimes irreverent, ar- 
ticles titled "On The Road With The Ancient 
Forest Bus Brigade." Whatsamatter, youse 
guys don't think I writes gud no more? 

Nevertheless, we might as well put our 
two cents: Be it known that the AFBB (or at 
least Cindy, Bones, andmoi, the three Briga- 
diers intelligent enough to spend the winter 
in Mexico) unequivocally endorse spiking, 
and here's Cindy's recipe to help you get 
started: 

CINDY'S SPIKED PUNCH 
1 Quart can pineapple juice 
1 Quart can orange juice 
1 Pint grapefruit juice 
4 Ounces Triple Sec or Cointreau 
1 Bottle (1/5 of a gallon) of "Everclear" 180 
proof vodka. 

Mix together in a large punch bowl or 
garbage can with ice, and garnish with lemon 
and lime slices and anything else you can 
dumpster dive, except radishes. 

Now share a couple of styrofoam mugs of 
this with your favorite logging couple. Lev- 
ity and dancing will ensue. In fact, you'll 
soon be doing the Idaho "Reel." 

Then, after you recover from the 2-day 
hangover, get your butt to Dixie. We're 
needed, all of us, once again. 

— Uncle Ramon 
Puerto Penasco, Mexico 



Dear Earth First! Journal, 

Judi Bari wrote clearly and thoughtfully 
in her "Secret History of Tree Spiking" (Yule 
94). She addressed a key issue for Earth 
Firstlers: who are we targeting? Where are 
we directing our energy in defense of the 
Earth? Witnessing destruction of forests and 
other ecosystems can make us angry, self- 
righteous, and callous. Dave Foreman's in- 
credibly unsympathetic response to mill 
worker George Anderson's injury exhibits 
this attitude: "I think it's unfortunate that 
somebody got hurt, but ... , I am more 
concerned about old growth forests, spot- 
ted owls and wolverines and salmon, and 
nobody is forcing people to cut those trees" 
(from JB's article, Yule 94). 

While I understand and relate to the 
tremendous sense of frustration with soci- 
ety, corporations, and individuals for our 
consumptive and destructive ways, we need 
to think about how to channel our energy. 
Anger and frustration can be put to good 
use, but only if well-directed. As Judi Bari 
pointed out, "George Anderson is not the 
enemy. He has no say over his bosses' poli- 
cies, either in or out of the mill. Well, I 
shouldn't be driving a car either, but that 
doesn't make it okay to put a bomb in it." 

Darryl Chemeyrecently gave a great work- 
shop and show here in NJ, and afterward we 
had a party. I was one of the last to leave, and 
on the way downstairs I noticed a note on a 
neighbor's board. It said, "EF! Fuck shit up!" 

Is this our only agenda — to randomly 
fuck shit up? Is this the best way to articulate 
it? NO! Earth Firstiers have a lot to offer: 
energy, passion, anger, joy and strength. 
We need to help each other stay strong and 
joyful in the face of hopelessness and de- 
spair. We need to topple the power struc- 
ture, end corporate-industrial-capitalist 
consumtionism, and learn to live lightly, 
and we need all the grassroots energy we can 
get. 

Let's unite and choose our battles wisely. 
Together we can fight the selfishness, short- 
sightedness, and greed which are killing the 
Earth and all its creatures. Earth First! 

— Marion H. 


Dear SFB: 

I have been reading the debates about 
tree-spiking in the recent Journals with in- 
terest. There are some who have been saying 
that tree-spiking is no longer an effective 
wilderness protection method. That may or 
may not be true of large timber sales in the 
National Forests. I can’t speak to that. 

On a smaller scale, however, let's say 
some department store chain wanted to 
clear a couple hundred acres of wooded land 
to put up another one of their giant, ugly-ass 
stores. A concerned person might think that 
those woods are better left to the deer and 
rabbits. A concerned person might read up 
about tree spiking in her or his copy of 
Ecodefense, aquire the necessary materials, 
sneak in one night and thoroughly spike the 
trees on that land. That person might then 
write a letter to the chain's headquarters 
(never mind the press) and politely explain 
why they might not want to clear the trees 
on that land anymore. This tactic just might 
work, and that land might remain 
un"developed" to this day. (It's not old- 
growth, but at least it’s not another fucking 
Wal-Mart). 

In closing, I would just like to say that in 
regards to the spiking issue, I side more 
strongly with the sentiment expressed by 
Roselle and Paul Watson than that of Judi 
Bari. Just Do It! (carefully) 

— Ronald Reagan 


Dear brit for shains, 

"Can't we all just get along" — Rodney 
King 

Stop whining people! Don't you know we 
have a war to win. We are all fellow 
ecowarriors, let's not forget that. I have 
noticed sometension among theranks lately, 
and it seems to me that divisiveness will get 
us nowhere. 

I welcome debate on an issue such as tree- 
spiking. Disagreement on tactics and how 
we are perceived by the generally wasteful) 
public are both necessary and healthy for 
the radical ecology movement. What needs 
to stop is the bickering 1 have perceived in its 
many forms: computer printed vs. hand 
written; leather shoes vs. canvass; Dave Fore- 
man vs. Dave Foreman; national environ- 
mental groups: allies or sellouts; cars vs. 
bikes; vegetarian vs. vegan; anti-fur vs. anti- 
abortion; hunting vs. gathering; spy vs. spy. 

Everyone has their vices. Some EF!ers use 
computers, but certainly wouldn't throw 
them out for an upgrade every year. Some 
EF!ers wear leather, but would never touch 
fur. Some EF!ers are Sierra Club members, 
but would never support the Democratic 
Party. Some EF!ers drive cars to get to a demo 
or CD, but would never buy a bran new 
Mitsubishi. Some EF!ers eat cheese omelets, 
but would never touch a steak. Some EFiers 
hunt when in the wild, but would never kill 
a grizzly or a cougar. The point is, none of us 
are saints! I live as minimally as possible, 
donate the money I can afford, and spend 
wads of my time for the movement. But, 
alas, every winter I go downhill skiing a 
couple of times; in my mind I am no less 
committed than anyone else. 

The way I see it, anyone doing absolutely 
anything to protect this planet and its crit- 
ters is on my side. It's the 90 percent of the 
population, living in their apathy and con- 
sumerism, who, along with the multina- 
tionals, are what we are fighting against. 
Vegetarian activists, monkeywrenchers, 
Wilderness Society lobbyists, cycling advo- 
cates, conservationists, armchair activists, 
environmental lawyers, animal liberators 
unite! Although some of us are more in- 
volved, and more dedicated, remember, we 
are all fighting the same war ... let's win! 

— Philip Goff 
New Yawk Shitiy 


Dear Editor, 

I read your articles on tree spiking by Judi 
Bari and Mike Roselle in the February-March 
1995 issue. From your letters column, it 
seems that this debate has been raging for 
some time. If my arguments are redundant, 
please dismiss them as such, but I don't 
think they are. 

Both Roselle and Bari make good points. 
1 think Roselle is right in that tree spiking 
enables forest defenders to operate from a 
position of strength and shifts political 
debate toward the defenders’ agenda. I think 
Bari is right in that spiking causes real human 
suffering (as in the case of George Alexander), 
results in backlash violence against forest 
defenders, does not stop tree sales and the 
economic costs of spiking are absorbed by 
taxpayers as many spiked trees are on public 
lands. 

The question then, is how to achieve 
Roselle's goals while meeting Bari's concerns. 
This may not be entirely possible, but it may 
be partially possible. 

The bulk of trees cut end up as lumber or 
paper. When pulp mill employees get angry at 
their employers, they drop the plastic top of a 
disposable pen into the pulper. Under the 
heat and pressure inside the pulper, that plastic 
is melted and dispersed through miles of pulp, 
making an entire day's production unfit for 
sale. This can cost a paper company tens of 
thousands of dollars. In times of labor unrest 
at pulp mills, mill owners ban all plastic at 
mills and search employees on the way in. Ask 
around, if you haven't heard of it. 

If you haven't been reading carefully, what 
I'm talking about is spiking trees with plastic 
spikes. These spikes would be inserted the 
same as a ceramic spike. Extra care should be 
taken to completely caulk the spike in place, 
because these trees are going through a 
chipper and you wantthis spike to be chipped 
into a dozen pieces, each embedded in its 
own piece of wood. Also, try to use tan 
[colored] plastic. One spike per 50 trees should 
be sufficient to screw up production each 
and every day that the paper company uses 
trees from the spiked area. 

The advantages of this kind of spiking are: 

• No one gets their face cut off when the 
spike hits a sawblade or a chipper. That 
doesn’t mean that millworkers won't still be 
angry with forest defenders, it may mean 
that the forest defenders get a better hearing 
with the general public. 

• The economic damage occurs inside a 
facility owned by the corporate bad guys. 
True, these costs will be passed along to the 
customer, but the only companies who have 
to pass them along will be thosewhocontinue 
to cut where you don't want them to. 

• Imagine what this will do for corporate 
international relations if these wood chips 
are sent to pulp mills overseas. 

• Plastic spikes are undetectable in the tree. 
Once the pulp mills get a dose of this 
medicine, a threatened plastic spiking may 
become almost as effective as a real one. 

The disadvantages of this kind of spiking are: 

• It doesn’t mess with sawtimber. This is 
somewhat mitigated by the fact that the 
same company that is cutting sawtimber 
probably has some pulping capacity, so you 
are dipping into the same wallet. 

• Plastic production is bad for the 
environment. 

The overall benefit is that it once again 
allows the forest defender to deliver a 
message from a position of strength, and it 
does so in the only language the corporations 
understand: money. As long as cutting a 
tree is cheaper than buying a bale of kenaf or 
a ton of recycled paper, the paper companies 
will keep on cutting. 

In the end, I can't say if this is a good or 
bad idea. I probably haven't thought this 
whole thing through. I'm sure that when 
other people (like Bari and Roselle) think 
this through they will identify new 
advantages and disadvantages. So think 
about it. 

— Reynard 
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Lips of the animal kingdom 




DEAR NED LUDD 

DEAR NED LUDD is a regular feature in the Earth First! Journal for discussion of creative means of 

EFFECTIVE DEFENSE AGAINST THE FORCES OF INDUSTRIAL TOTALITARIANISM. NEITHER THE EARTH First! MOVEMENT NOR 

the Earth First! Journal necessarily encourage anyone to do any of the things discussed in Dear Ned Ludd. 


Golf Course Maintenance 


Dear Nedd Ludd: 

With springtime approaching its time to start 
thinking golf. The perennial sport of the aristocrat 
and the poser aristocrat. As you awake and look out 
over that prairie turned atomic green fairway here's 
a few tips on making your mom more cheerful. 

What makes a golf course? One thing, and that's 
water! Anything you can do to dry up a golf course 
will be productive. Even two dry days will take the 
green out of the grass and the spring out of the step 
of golfers and greens keepers alike. Forget all that 
you have heard about pouring gasoline or Roundup 
on the greens. Don't even bother carving up the 
tee's or stealing golf carts. Just cut off that IV from 
the aquifer. 

Here is how to do it effectively. First you need to 
find out if it is the old style of sprinklers or the 
modem ones. Head out when the water is on. This 
is usually at night when there are no golfers. If they 
are higher than six inches from the ground and 
metal they are the old ones. If they are really short 
and plastic they are modern. 

If they turn out to be old you will need to take a 
good backpack but you won’t need any tools. Grab 
the top part with the spray nozzle and point it away 
from yourself, being sure to get the ticker away from 
the stream of water. Now grab the little pipe that 
sticks out of trunk of the sprinkler. Push down 
firmly using that pipe as a handle and pull it 
clockwise. You have to pull firmly. There is a notch 
in the socket and you have to line up a little brass 
nub on the pipe with that notch. The sprinkler will 
then pop up and the water will shut off automati- 
cally. Stuff that sprinkler in your bag and move on. 

The whole idea here is that each of these sprin- 
klers cost between sixty and a hundred dollars, and 
they have to be ordered from the factory. Most golf 
courses have no extras. So, the time between them 
getting swiped and replaced is drought. 

If you have time and are serious about drying the 
course up, bring a nine inch length of rebar (rebar is 
the steel rods used in concrete work, about a half 
inch wide). There is a spring operated brass valve in 
the hole the sprinkler came out of and that is what 
you are after. Simply force the rebar into the whole, 
hard. Now that valve is shot, but you've also got a 
geyser on your hands. My suggestion is to remove 
about half a dozen sprinklers then go back and nail 
the valves. Now you are big time. 

The most obvious question here is "If I create a 
geyser won't that add to the problem of wasting 
water?" The answer is yes, in the short term water 
will be wasted. But over the next week as repairs are 
made, and water is shut off, the grass will be dry. 

When working with the old style of irrigation 
there are a few important things to remember. The 
most important is that they are brass and steel and 
this makes them awkward and heavy to carry. I 
recommend locating an obscure drop spot, outside 
the course perimeter and stowing them there as you 
get weighted down. You can pick them up when 
you are completely finished. You don't want to 
have to dump a nights work to outrun Officer 
Friendly. 

At this point you are probably wondering "What 
the fuck am I supposed to do with a hundred 
pounds of evidence?" DON'T RECYCLE THEM! 

Even though brass is worth over fifty cents a pound 
at recycling, don't give into temptation. You would 
have to recycle a thousand pounds just to cover 
your bail. 

My suggestion? Offer the sprinklers up to your 
nearest urban river. Throw them in and offer a 
prayer of thanks. Hell, it's no worse than those 
burnt goat sacrifices as far as pollution. Just get rid 
of the damn sprinklers. 
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Swing your nine iron carpenter's hammer, 
watch that form, and crack the top off. 


Now for them newfangled modern golf courses. 

As with everything, modernization brings conve- 
nience. In other words these are fucking cake. Two 
tools! A carpenters hammer and a six-inch flathead 
screwdriver. Remember though, these tools retain a 
museum quality fingerprint so wear gloves in case 
you lose your tools on the course. 

Head out to the first tee, look around, and you 
will see, flush with the sod, little black circles. They 
look just like the sprinklers rich people have in their 
yards only a little bigger. These are your targets. 

There will be a small space between the outer 
casing and the "pop up" innards. Slide your driver 
in that space and pry it up and hold it. With your 
other paw, swing your nine iron carpenters ham- 
mer, watch that form, and crack the top off. No 
messy brass evidence, just swing and move on. 

Before I continue here are a few definitions for the 
layperson. 

Fairway: Long narrow strip of longer, relatively 
unkempt grass, usually lined with trees and shrubs. 
Between the "tee" and the "green." 

Tee: Real short grass in a square. Usually beat to 
hell and riddled with debris from wooden tees. 

Green: This is the short grass where the hole is. 
Look for a goofy flag. It is usually very smooth, and 
well cared for. 

When you are cutting off a courses water supply, 
think one thing: greensl Your golfer can deal with 
fading fairways, or maybe a tan tee. But, if the green 
is anything less than a shade of Chem Lawn Green, 
your golfer will flip his lid. If the greens are not 
green the golfers will quit coming, period. 

Dry greens are what Greens Keepers wake up in 
the night crying and sucking their thumb in a cold 
sweat about. A dry green is the end of a Greens 
Keeper's job. 

Hit the greens first, and repeatedly. Every time the 
sprinklers are replaced hit them again. Forget the 
fairways. Take no notice of the tee's. Just nail those 
greens. 

Also remember that timing is everything in golf 
course "maintenance." Removing sprinklers in 
March doesn't do much good. Wait until the rainy 
season is done then hit it hard. 

A quick note on security. There is virtually no 
security. I worked as a night waterman and security 



guard at a municipal golf course for four months. I 
was specifically told not to mess with anyone that 
trespassed. I was instructed to call 911 and let the 
herbies deal with any vandals. The one time I ended 
up doing so, it took the cops fifty minutes to arrive. 
When they finally did they shined their lights in 
the trees and split. 

Remember also, you will see the security guard 
long before he sees you. This is because he'll be in a 
lit up and noisy buggy and you should be padding 
around silently on foot. If one of the security guards 
actually runs you down, you are probably better off 
in jail to protect you from yourself. 

In other words, the security personnel don't want 
to find you. They don't know what kind of nut case 
you are or how mean you are. When I was working, 
the guards patrolling were either scared shitless, or 
drunk on tap beer from the club house. 

Also, don't hurt them, or fuck with them person- 
ally. They are not there for the love of golf, they're 
working stiffs, and it is bad karma to fuck with a 
working person. 

So now you know. Go get busy. And if you get 
really serious about drying out a golf course, get 
hired on. You'll make some extra dough while 
conserving precious water. 

THE MILITARY 

I S WAG I N G 

WAR 

ON THE 

EARTH 

The world 's number one polluter is the military. 

Redirect your taxes to protect the environment. 

DON’T PAY WAR TAXES 

For more info and local contact: 

National War Tax Resistance 
Coordinating Committee 
PO Box 774, Monroe, ME 04951 (207) 525-7774 



In Defense of 
the Northern Rockies 



woodland caribou etc. on front, 


"REBEL AGAINST EXTINCTION" 

on back 

1 00% cotton t-shirts 

black on ash gray, natural, white, S, M, L, XL, XXL 
$15 donation payable to 
Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431 

Whitefish, MT 59937 
allow three weeks for delivery 







ROBERT 1$ SIMPLY SMASHING 

ROBERT HOYTS NEW TAPE/CD: DUMPSTER DIVING ACROSS AMERICA 


Reviewed by Michelle Stewart 

Just when I thought I knew all my eco-tapes word for 
word, Robert Hoyt saved me from myself. Conve- 
niently in time for the Austin Activist Conference, 
Robert released his second tape (and first CD), appro- 
priately named Dumpster Diving Across America. 

For anyone that has seen Robert play in the last 18 
months, some of the songs on this new tape will sound 
happily familiar, with many of them well on their way 
to becoming campfire favorites. 

From its beginning, Dumpster Diving leaves you with 
a feel for the lifestyle that Robert and his cat Claude led. 
Robert has a keen ability to conjure up down-to-earth 
musical imagery. He also has a hell of a sense of 
sarcasm and well-timed wit. A good example of this is 
in the legal drug-induced song "Gasoline and Coffee." 
The lyrics of the first verse drive us through a tired 
night on the road ... almost out of gas and about four 
hours overdue on sleep. However, as we move through 
the song the lyrics begin to move in a bit of a different 
direction: 

"Cause one exploited people 

And the other destroyed the wild 

A cup of Guatemalan blood will get me there on time 

Powered by another tank of Alaskan North Coast slime." 

Along with Robert's down home lyrics comes his 
musical feel for the Southeast. Within the first few 
moments of "Atchafalaya," the listener is treated to 
some down-in-the-dirt bluegrass sounds. This song, 
about a little stop on an interstate in Louisiana, is one 
of those feel-good tunes that can easily get stuck in 
your head if you aren't careful. 

"Trees" is a ballad adapted from a poem by Joyce 
Kilmer. Perfectly placed in the first part of the tape, it 
tastefully puts this famous poem to sweet music. Songs 
such as these, on both of Robert's tapes, are the subtle 
reminders of why we are in this movement. 


When I first began working on this review I inten- 
tionally listened to it within different circles of folks so 
I could get their feedback. Here's what others noticed 
about the tape: 

When listening to the tape, most folks were not sur- 
prised to find outthat Robertis from Georgia. Itseemsthat 
Robert is yet another artist in this movement who musi- 


cally represents his bioregion, as does west coaster Casey 
Neill. His strong acoustic sounds and the bluegrass twang 
make his music have a sound all its own. 

My musician friends enjoyed Robert's style. The 
song "Don't Wake Me Up in the Morning, " is a favorite 
of many due to the high energy sounds and a strong 
Celtic influence. Another noted attribute of his work 
are the diverse harmonies on many songs. Randy 


Auxier backs up many of the songs with a deep, strong 
voice; on other songs Robert backs himself up ... 
something I really would like to see him try to do at a 
Round River Rendezvous (RRR)! 

As a personal touch, Robert gives an insight to each 
song, andhowit evolved, onthelinernotes (which, by the 
way, are 100 percent tree-free). Throughout all of these 
little written blurbs it becomes 
apparent that the influences on 
this tape are both diverse and 
unique unto themselves: they 
range from Phil Ochs to road maps 
andcoffeetothewildandbeautiful 
land we are trying to defend. 

All in all, I really liked Robert's 
new tape. It is about time we got 
some new eco-tunes to listen to 
between theRRRsandroadshows. 
For those of you who feel the 
same way, you should know that 
Peg Millett has also released a new 
CD/tape. Flash some cash at the 
Journal and support these activists 
who need all the help they can 
get. In the same regards, Robert is 
currently on tour so keep an eye 
out for him and maybe you'll see 
him in your neck of the woods. 

I thank all the musicians in 
this movement who help us 
remember that it is just as im- 
portant to laugh as it is to cry. Your music helps a lot 
of us cope with this crazy world for a few months here 
and there when we can't be out in the wild places we 
love and defend. 

"Dumpster Diving Across America " is available through 
the Earth First! Journal (see page 37). "American as You, " 
Robert's debut tape is also available through the Journal 
but is soon to be out of print until further notice. 



The Final Empire 


Reviewed by Wolf Harden 

While there are thousands of environmental, political and self-help books on the 
market, few trace the root of personal powerlessness and disorientation to our 
systemic alienation from the living world. In the search for individual, social and 
ecological balance, I recommend that one read the works of the brilliant Barbara 
Mor, Gary Snyder, the underrated maestro Paul Shepard and the self-published 
visionary of the coming Ecozoic era, my friend Bill Kotke. The Final Empire is a 
thorough manual for our necessary and fundamental reinhabitation of self and 
place, a detailed chronicle of our separation from the body-planet, and a map for 
the return journey home. 

"We are estranged from the whole of life. We suffer from separation and to the degree 
that we cannot recognize that source of suffering, it increases. We need to release the 
contraction, thedefense, thebarrier, andreunify. The forces and patterns thathave enabled 
life on earth, flow when the patterns are resonant on all levels. We cannot expect sufficient 
power from the sources unless we are centered and balanced personally, socially and then 
the human group is set within the life of the earth in a balanced way ... If people don't 
actually get out of the money economy to a significant degree, if they don 't create a new land- 
based culture that aids the earth, all the other political and environmental efforts will 
ultimately be meaningless." 

The first half of his book details the inevitable collapse of business as usual, 
beginning with ancient civilization's impoverishment of the soil, the crucial 
groundwork for life on this planet. Kotke recounts over ten thousand years of 
systematic exploitation and toxification of the land and water, mass extinctions, 
and cultural dynamics and psychology of modem colonialist empire. This is no 
book of reform, but rather one that finds hope in the wild human heart, and a 
wholesome future in the period after the collapse of the multinational economic 
world-state. Unlike so many other authors, he is forthright in expressing what so 
many feel but are unwilling to take responsibility for — the necessary and inevitable 
dissolution of civilization itself. 

"...world society is trapped within a system of cultural assumptions and patterns of 
behavior from which it cannot extricate itself. There is no way out. There will be a collapse 
of civilization." 

And within the compost of the fallen empire lies the certainty of seed. The second 
half of the book is a blueprint for a life in balance, including the re-creation of 
deliberate, non-hierarchical tribes, and earth-friendly foraging and sedentary 
models. From reality conditioning to self-sustaining permaculture, Kotke offers a set 
of positive lifestyle choices for post-paradigm survivors. Most importantly, these 


—A Book by Wm. H. Kotke 

S 


involve conscious, deliberate changes that can be made even now, with 
"technobabylon" at its apex. 

"The crisis of our era offers us paradise. It offers us the opportunity to shed the tensions 
and dangers of civilization so that we may create a new world. Creating new culture is not 
an activity of gratification deferred in pursuit of a distant goal but of immediate increase 
in the satisfaction of life." 

The final chapters examine a particular "permaculture of place," in an intimate 
ecological exploration of a self-sufficient, earth-honoring existence in the moun- 
tainous Southwest. In the collapse of Tula and Babylon there resides the world 
perfect. And that collapse begins in the opening human heart. 

The Final Empire inspires us to re-create that perfection through relationship with 
whatever bioregion we've chosen. Paradise, after all, is the condition of oneness 
with self and planet, of passionate bonding with place ... and the daily prayerful 
effort to regain our lost balance. 

The Final Empire is available from Arrow Point Press for $20; PO Box 1 4754, Portland, 
OR 97214. 
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Spring Rendezvous in Beautiful British Columbia 


Rendezvous: from French, a gathering of lost souls, an oppor- wood. You will be in the company of bobcats, wolves, 
tunity to strengthen the tribe, a time to plot th e collapse of martens, fisher, pacific giant salamander, cougars, 
industrial civilization. black bears and perhaps a rare grizzly. 

Yanks and Canucks alike: Yes! It's true! Wewantyou Weatherhere is unpredictable, so bring clothing and 

at the first ever EF! Rendezvous on the Canadian side campinggearsuitableforconditionsthatcouldbehot, 
of the border. Let's move beyond our artificial bound- cold, wet, or dry! Water is plentiful, but bring a filter or 
ary numbness and work together on saving some of purification tablets. 

the most pristine and spectacular wilderness on this Your dawg is not cordially invited, and we may ask 
lovely planet. you to stay in "Dawg Camp" if you decide that bowser 

Consider sticking around after the rendezvous to needs to come along for the fun. 
create some serious tourism. This year's Bear Watch/ Border Tips: Be aware that your dog may have just as 

Grizzly Project campaign, Vancouver EF!'s Wetlands many problems as you getting across the border. Your 


Walk Across Europe 

For a Nuke Free World 

For Mother Earth, an independent non-profit 
grassroots organization which organizes initiatives to 
promote human-rights, disarmament and protection 
of the natural environment, invites activists to join a 
"Walk Across Europe for a Nuclear-Free World." The 
walk began in Brussels on January 12, 1995 and will 
continue until it reaches Moscow in October. The 
present situation calls for our walking to not only be 
on the streets, but trespassing nuclear site areas, into 
government officials' offices and into jail cells if nec- 
essary. 

For more information contact the North' American 
office, 1101 Bryden Road, Columbus, Ohio 43205, 
(614) 252-9255, E-mail: walk@igc.apc.org. The inter- 
national office address is Zilverhof, 19. 9.000 Gent, 
Belgium, phone +32-9-233.32.68, Fax +32-9-233-49- 


Project and Forest Action Network's campaign to save 
the mainland coast from future logging all need your 
support. 

Directions: 

From Vancouver, take the TransCanada Highway 
(No 1) east for 84 km to exit 104/Cultus Lake. From the 
exit ramp curve south (right) onto No 3 road, proceed 
approximately five km to a "T." Turn right onto 
Tolmie Road In 15 meters take a left onto the continu- 
ation of No 3 Road Follow this into the town of Yarrow 
(where there's a small army surplus store), turn left 
onto Y arrow Central Road and proceed through town. 
Drive another five-ten km on the same road and then 
immediately after crossing a bridge over the Chilliwack 
River (V edder Crossing), turn right onto the Chilliwack 
River Road. The pavement ends after 27 km; after 
another 12 km continue straight onto Chilliwack 
Forest Service Road 

After about eight km, just past Pale Face Creek 
Campsite, turn right, go through the open area and 
take the middle fork road over the bridge. Follow the 
road along the east shore of Chilliwack Lake. Turn 
right at Depot Creek and cross the bridge. You will 
finally arrive at Sappers Park Campsite which is five km 
past Pale Face Creek. 

You will be camping on a beach at the south end of 
Chilliwack Lake, gazing at the granite cliffs of Mount 
Lindeman and other North Cascade peaks, strolling 
through a forest of ancient western red cedar, Douglas 


dog will need written proof of having had all of its 
shots or you will not be allowed across! You will be 
required to show ID (possibly) to get across. Border 
officials and inspectors may have any number of 
things they require of you. One thing to keep in mind 
is that they like to see you have a certain amount of 
cash on hand... their ideal is $50 per day that you plan 
to be in BC. There are at least four borders within the 
area; you do not have to cross at Peace Arch. Just alter 
the directions accordingly, the TransCanada highway 
(No 1) is not hard to access from any of these borders. 
If you have any problems crossing just remember... 
"the early bird catches the worm," and if all else fails 
"if you don't succeed try, try again!" 

Provincial Tips: Your first lesson in BC will be that 
alcohol and tobacco are priced like gold here and you 
will do best to buy on your side of the border. The other 
costly good here is gasoline; be sure to fill up before 
crossing. 

If you will be needing a ride to the site, please leave 
a message on our voice mail in advance, and come 
early. We do not have a lot of vehicles and do not want 
to be doing a lot of shuttles. 

We will also be asking for your money... politely (at 

first). There will be a sliding rendez fee of $20. Don't 
hesitate to give us American money since the currency 
exchange is nearly 60 percent Good deal for us, eh! 

Come one, come all. Our voicemail number is (604) 
473-0174. 


24, E-mail: motherearth@gn.apc. org, postal account 
000-1618561-19. 



The Northeast Regional EF! Beltane Rendezvous 
will be held April 28-30 on Wassumkeag (aka Sears 
Island), Maine. Wassumkeag, a 940-acre island in 
beautiful Penobscot Bay, is the site of a proposed 
cargo port which would be used to ship the remain- 
der of Maine's trees, in the form of chips, overseas. 
Come help us protect the island and the last of the 
Maine woods!!! Plan for the possibility of wet, cold 
weather and the certainty of a helluva good time. 
Naked dancing by the campfire optional. Boy scouts 
and girl scouts welcome. Don't eat the clams!!! For 
more information contact Ron Huber, PO Box 1811, 
Rockland, ME 04841, (207) 596-7693 or E-mail 
Maine EF! in care of ENVINV@aol.com. 



ftfeartwood Conference 

Heartwood will be holding its fifth annual Heart- 


fir, western hemlock, sitka spmce, and black cotton- 


Subscribe to: 


the Nuclear Resister 


ar is 

"a chronicle\of hope" 

Since 1980, your connection to the antt-nucleor 
direct action movement. Action reports, 
peace prisoner support, writings from jail. 
$18/10 Issues from the' Nuclear Resister, 

P.O. Box 43383. Tucson. AZ 85733. 

Fr*« sample Issue on request. 

50 Years is Enough 

Resist Nuclear Madness 






A GLOBAL JOURNAL OF 
SPIRITUAL ECOLOGY AND ACTIVISM. 

Talking Leaves covers model projects and model indiv- 
iduals whose actions are making a positive difference both 
locally and globally. Now printed on 1 00% tree-free paper! 

Subscriptions: 

I year (4 issues) $ 1 8 (individual) 

$30 all others 
$5 sample copy 

Send check or m.o. to: 

Deep Ecology Education Project 

1 430 Willamette St. #367 
Eugene, OR 9740 1 
(503) 342-2974 

Call us for your tree-free paper needs. 

1 - 800 - 309-2974 


Subscribe to the EF! Journal 
Advertise in the EF! Journal 
Support the EF! Journal 
PO Box 1415, Eugene 97440 




jy Your Way 
to Eco- 
[ Salvation 

GET A 

Friends 

\ OF THE 
WOLF 
T-shirt! 


/ A • Midnight Black with 

ia white lettering 

TJ L c, 8^, • to la*e and extra huge 
w**rr** " r *’ ’"""i • $20 includes shipping 

Back: Edward Abbey quote: "It is not enough to under- 
stand the Natural World; the point is to defend and 
preserve it." «\ilV/s 

Front: FoW Logo or (jjtfrrl™* 

Friends of the Wolf PO Box 2983 
Vancouver, BC, V6B 3X4 CANADA 


wood Forest Council, May 26-29, at the Bluestone 
Conference Center on Bluestone Lake, near Hinton, 
West Virginia. This year's Forest Council will offer 
people of till ages an opportunity to learn about the 
history and diversity of the native Appalachian forest, 
and about how to organize in their local communities 
to protect the forests from waste and destruction. 
Nature tours, workshops, and practical training will be 
offered. Healthymeals and nightly entertainment will 
also provide opportunities for people to meet their 
neighbors from throughout the Heartwood Region. 

Heartwood is a coalition of forest activists and 
groups in the "Central Hardwood Region" who have 
organized public support for an end to destructive 
logging on our remaining public forests. The Central 
Hardwood Region extends from the mid-Atlantic states 
of Maryland, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey to Mis- 
souri, Texas, and Arkansas, and from the headwaters of 
the Mississippi to the Tennessee River Valley. Heart- 
wood is seeking to expand the circle of knowledgeable 
citizens working in their communities to protect local 
forests. For more information contact Bill Ragette at 
(304) 824-3571 or Kim Baker at (304) 522-9124. 


Calling for Submission! 

The Earth First! Primer is being rewritten to 
keep it current (It still has some Montana 
address?) . We here at the Journal are willing 
to put it together (in our free time, HAH!), 
but we need articles, photos and graphics 
from you. Rewrite EF! history! Expose your- 
self on film! Dabble in doodles, whatever! 
Just get it to us before May 1st and we will 
send you (and anyone else that asks) as many 
copies as you want. Because that's what we 
do here dammit, and we love you people. 
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CmicaL Mass to H 'eadwaxeRS 

Every day is Earth Day now that the Headwaters Forest Issue has reached Critical Mass! 

A coalition of northern California activists are calling for an Earth Day gathering 
and "critical mass" bicycle ride to be held Sunday April 23, 1 995 . This event will raise 
awareness about the Headwaters Forest and help build momentum toward a 
summer of actions for its protection. The ride will demonstrate our commitment to 
the forest and the huge public interest in issue (see article front page). Headwaters 
Forest is the largest unprotected stand of old growth redwood forest left in the world 
and is less than ten miles from Eureka in Humboldt County, California. The bike ride 
is planned to help rally support for a "Dept for Nature" swap between Headwaters 
Forest and the $1.6 billion Charles Hurwitz owes taspayers for the 1988 bailout of 
his failed savings and loan in Texas. In 1 986, Hurwitz used the assets from his savings 
and loan to finance Maxxam's hostile take over of Pacific Lumber. 

The bicycle ride will begin in Eureka and go south, through the city to the Park and 
Ride off Highway 101 at the Elk River road exit. After a stop for refreshments and a 
rally with music and updates about the Headwaters situation, the ride will continue 
to the edge of the Headwaters Forest. 

The specter of a Republican congress and the Maxxam/PL media monster mowing down our children's 
heritage bodes poorly on our vision of a sustainable future. Please, bring your friends and family to this gala Earth 
Day event. For more information contact Randy Ghent at (707) 839-5847 or Dave Walsh at (707) 923-2931. 



McOonalcfs 40th Birthday 

Celebration! 


On April 15, 1955, McDonald's opened their first 
store in Des Plaines, Illinois. They now operate in over 
70 countries and have approximately 
15,000 stores worldwide. They are 
constantly expanding, particularly at the 
moment into Eastern Europe and the Baltic 
States. McDonald's recently announced 
that they are to open 50 more stands in the 
UK. The exploitation of people, animals 
and the environment, which they are 
responsible for, increases. But at the same 
time opposition to McDonald's grows. 

There is criticism and protest in every 
country in which they operate. 



On April 15,1995, their 40th anniversary, let's make 
it clear that there are many people who are angry about 
the devastation of the Earth, deaths of billions 
of animals, exploitation of workers and 
advertising hype. At the same time, we will be 
celebrating ten years of international protests 
against McDonald's and all they stand for. 

Picket local McDonald's stores everywhere; 
send McDonald's trash back to their 
headquarters; be creative! Let's make this an 
anniversary to remember. 

For more information contact McLibel 
Support Campaign, 5 Caledonian Road, 
London, N1 9DX, phone/fax 0171 713 1269. 


Prairie Island 
Peace Camp 

The Peace Camp at Prairie Island nuke plant began 
January 28, two days after the first nuclear waste 
storage casks arrived at the site in Minnesota. The nuke 
plant's deadly decision to produce and store radioac- 
tive waste in the middle of the Mississippi — 700 meters 
from the Mdewakanton Dakota community — follows 
a long tradition of industrial lunacy and environmen- 
tal racism. Already tritium, a radioactive byproduct, 
has been detected in the river and well water. The 
human cancer risk is six times the acceptable state 
standards and breast cancer deaths have increased 43 
percent since 1980. 

Come spend a day, a night, or a month at the Peace 
Camp, or help support it with food and supply dona- 
tions. A day at Peace Camp includes cooking commu- 
nity meals, discussions, planning actions, writing let- 
ters and articles, singing, drumming and being strong 
and happy with each other and the earth. 

Peace Camp is located east of Interstate 61 Minne- 
sota. Take highway 361 off 61 then follow signs for the 
casino. For more information and directions call Sarah 
(612) 378-5099, or Dee and John (612) 788-8727 or 
write the Peace Camp at 5636 Sturgeon Lake Road, 
Welch, MN 55089 


The Alarm is Out! 

The Alarm, a Voice of Revolutionary Ecology pre- 
sents the Wimmin's Edition, available now for 
ordering at PO Box 57, Burlington, VT 05402, USA. 
We have been asking $2.50 but, as this issue grew 
beyond our wildest dreams (and budget) with sub- 
missions from rad-environmental wimmin all over 
the US, Canada, Scotland, England, and Russia, we 
are now asking $5.00 from those who can afford it, 
as well as any donations people care to make, to 
enable us to distribute this issue widely to those of 
less means. We are also interested in hearing from 
willing distributors in all regions of the planet! For 
further info call Gidget at (802) 863-0571, fax (802) 
863-2532, E-mail peacejustice@igc.apc.org. 


T-Shirts! T-Shirts! Buy! Consume! 


(front:) 



ALE 


(back:) 

No Government Can Ever Give You Freedom... 
Or Good Beer. 

Organic, unbleached T-Shirts with black/green ink, 

$ 16 /each includes tax and shipping; specify size. 
Revolution not included. Send orders to: 

Anarchy Ale, do NCEF!, PO Box 4796, Areata, CA 95521 


HB Books 

Box 81 

Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 

Write for a FREE Catalog. 



m 


CONCERNE) 
SINGLES 

NEWSLETTER 

links compatible 
singles who care 
about the earth, 
the environment, 
and a healthy 
society. 

Nat bn wide •All ages • Since 1984 

BOX 555-EF 

STOCKBRIDGE MA 01262 
or <8001370-5040 


Be Part of the 

Evolution! 


Because you think 
before you act 

5” long Chrome-Finish 
“Darwin Fish” bumper 
plaque. Adhesive-backed for 
application to your car or 
any other appropriate place 
you can think of. . . 



Plus $1 
for shipping 


Please mail payments to: 

Ring of Fire Enterprises 

P.O. Box 1618, Dept EF, Soquel, CA 95073. 

We ship within a week of receipt of your order. 


Thorn 
J-Come . 



Now you can call anywhere on the planet, save money, 
and benefit the Earth First! Journal all at once! 


With our new Affinity Long Distance program, your rates will 
be custom set 10%* below your current long-distance 
carrier's charges, including any discount plan! And the 
EF! Journal will earn 5% on all your calling as well. 

SIGN UP TODAY! CALL OR WRITE FOR AN APPLICATION: 


Earth First! Journal, Box 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 

(503) 741-9191 

*Most small businesses will save 20%! Inquire. 
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ARMI:I> WITH VISIONS 

all rights reserved to the authors 

lear as cut glass 5£ just as dangerous 


seething in solitude 

by Bad Dogma! 

Even when I am here 
Alone 

Naked on the banks of Rhett Creek 
Basking in the sun's radiance 
lost in the soothing solitude 
dark thoughts like dark clouds 
still cast shadows on my thoughts 
I cannot help but think 
of those who deserve to die 
for knowingly and contemptuously 
raping our Mother Earth 

I gave lingering visions of rightful dismemberments. 

I know. 

Violence is their answer 

a direct by product of ignorance 

non-violence is The only way 

to truly reach our goal 

but is there time for the long struggle? 

Is it worth maintaining the moral high ground 
if we lose the ground beneath our feet? ^ 

and I am running out of time to decide. 

that the guilty parties 

have names and home addresses 

These are a gift for someone ZKHnff 

who fears not Hell of Bad Karma OhuM 


nightlife 

by Jenny Armetta 

Burn baby Burn”— 

You ibougbl lliey were words lo a 
disco song. 

Bui as I loo b al ibe big yellow scraper 
Tbe wreckage ibal was once So nora 
I light ibe malcb 
and realize 

They 1 re words lo live by! 


SEND POEMS TO: 

WARRIOR POETS SOCIETY 
ASUC Box 361 
Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 


I have a dream ^ 

in which I meet Charles Hurwitz 
and I force-feed him 

his grimy, blood-of-the-Earth soaked dollar bills 

one by one 

until he turns green 

and chokes on them. 

Barbaric? Maybe. 

I am sorry. 

I'm no saint. 

I cannot say 

forgive them. Mother, 

for they know not what they do. 

That bastard knows. 

When he is buried 

the Earth will reject his body 

it will resurface 

again and again 

and I will be there 

to dance on his grave. 

ice slorm 

by Wendy McVicker 

All day ibe rain fell. 

All day ibe sleel 
coaled ibe trees wilb ice, 
each branch, each blade 
of grass glimmering. 

All day a darkness 
like dusk. 






After the Breakdown 


tern «n, tear tom, and U«h iff 

by Troy Stone 

I look around and see desecrated earth 
The whole world running in haste 
Factories pumping out waste 
It's enough to make me give up on rebirth 

And I ask myself, can I make a difference 
Or should I go along 
Keeping humanity strong 
By building yet another fence? 


Hell no. I'll create my own beauty 
Take a battering ram 
And bust the dam 
Spiking trees is my real duty 

So I'm off to join the Monkey Wrench gang 
Burning down billboards 
I'm just destroying eyesores 
Compulsive pyromaniac. I'll go out with a bang 

You keep saying two wrongs don't make a right 
Are you saying I shouldn't put up a fight? 

Call me a realist. I'm no romantic 
Call me a zealist, obsessive and manic 
Call me anytime. I'm your gun for hire 
'Cause there's nothing wrong with piss on the fire 
Anything to put it out. 


by Dwight Worker 

Hidden inside moated neighborhoods 
Cloned up with others like yourself 
Praying for that world just to go away... 

...but your security guards are not coming back 

Most of your food, it was pre-frozen 

Without electricity, if 11 go bad pretty fast 

But dry goods in bulk? — when the store was so near? 

And instead of a garden, you've got your Chem-lawn grass 

You ask each other whether you'll be safe 

You don't ask me — but I think I know 

After the breakdown, your land deeds are only as good 

As your supply of food — and ammo 

Without gas, are you going to push your car? 

And escape? Now really — fust where would you go? 

So barricade your doors and windows 
-and welcome, welcome, welcome 

to your own private Alamo 



Page 36 Earth First! Eostar 1995 





Earth First! Goodies 


Books 


T-Shirts 


ECODEFENSE: 

A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 

(1993) 3rd edition 

By Dave Foreman & Bill r , V x nrrrK]C r 
Haywood E fflB tirENSE: 

Ned Ludd Books 350 
pages — $18 

If An Agent Knocks 

In Spanish & English 
15 pages — $1 


The 

Monkey wrench 
Gang 

By Edward Abby Fiction, 
387 pages— $6 


<i Edition 


wafdt by Edward Abbey 

MB gfe.' . , :,~v 


A Sand County Almanac 

With Essays on Conservation from Round River 

By Aldo Leopold, 295 pages — $9 

Timber Wars and Other Writings 

By Judi Bari, 89 pages — $12 

Waste of the West: 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs, 602 pages — $28 

Wilderness on the Rocks 

By Howie Wolke 

Ned Ludd Books, 240 pages — $15 

Earth First! Songbook 

77 songs/33 artists/ Guitar Chords/Info — $10 



All t-shirt designs are available in Medium, Large 
and Xtra Large, for XXL add an additional $3 

EF! Fist 

Green Fist on Unbleached — $10 

Black on green or red — $12 

Multi-color on black or forest green — $13.50 

No Fucking Compromise 

Black — $12 

EF! Tools 

Unbleached — $10 

Free the Earth 

Turquoise — $12 

A Higher Law — 

Unbroken Wilderness Forever 

Multi-color on unbleached — $12 

Visualize Direct Action 

Black on unbleached — $10 

Hey Kids! 

Hey Parents! 

Look at this here: 

Kids t-shirts for only $6 

Styles available include: 

American Wilderness: 
Love It or Leave It Alone 

Multi-color on light blue 
* 

Defend the Wilderness 

Black on white or silver on black 

Also available (but only a few): 
Earth First! Fist Sweatshirts 

Green on gray, small (34-36) — $8 


LOVE YOUR MOTHER 
DON’T BECOME A FATHER 


Bumperstickers 

$1 each, except as marked 

•American Wilderness: 

Love it or Leave it Alone 
•Another Mormon on Drugs 
•Anti-cow assortment (doz. @ $2) 

•Copulate Don’t Populate 
•Darwin 

•Developers Go Build in Hell 
•Don’t Like Environmentalists? 

Put Them Out of Work 
•Dream Back the Bison, 

Sing Back the Swan 
•Earth First! 

•Fight The Power! 

•Hayduke Lives! [GET VASECTOMIES ] 

•I’d Rather Be Monkeywrenching 
•If Your Pecker Was as Small as Mine, 

You’d Need a Muscle Wagon, Too 
(on cheap paper @ .50 ea) 

•Love Your Mother, Don’t Become a Father 
•Love Your Mother, Don’t Become One 
•Native 

•Nature Bats Last 

•Not Politically Correct 

•Pay Your Rent, Work For The Earth 

•Question Technology 

•Real Men Don’t Shoot Wolves 

•Real Men Get Vasectomies 

•Rescue the Rainforest 

•Resist Much, Obey Little 

•Save the Dammed Salmon 

•Save the Wild 

•Stop Clearcutting 

•Stop Clearcutting (on cheap paper @.50 ea) 
•Stop Public Lands Ranching 
•Stop the Forest Service, 

Save Our Wild Country 
•Subvert the Dominant Paradigm 
•Thank You For Not Breeding 
•Think Globally, Act Locally 
•Visualize Industrial Collapse 
•Wolves, 

Not Cows Thank you for 
hot breeding, 



THIS MUCH MORE | 

goes into your 
shopping basket 


I Quantity 


Clip and send to: EF! Journal Merchandise, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 

MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 

Description 


Eostar 95 


Color Size Price 



| NAME 

I 

I CITY 

I 


STREET. 


STATE 


COUNTRY 


Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. Call us at (503) 741-9191 if you haven 't received your order. Please use this form for ordering. Thanks! 
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Music and More 


Austin Lounge Lizards 

“Creatures From the Black Saloon” 
“Highway Cafe of the Damned” 

‘Taint Me on Velvet” 

“Lizard Vision” 'LIVE* 

Tapes — $10 »CD — $15 

Darryl Cherney 

“They Sure Don’t Make Hippies 
Like They Used To!” — $12 
“Timber”— $12 

‘T Had to Be Bom This Century” — $12 

Lone Wolf Circles 

“Oikos” Tape— $12 • CD— $15 

Citizens Band 

“A Pocketful of Rocks” — $10 
“Smash the State” — $10 

Clan Dyken 

“Family Values” — $ 10 
“Shundahai” — $10 

Alice DiMicele 

•NEW* “Naked” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 
“Make a Change” — $12 
“It’s a Miracle” Tape— $12* CD— $ 1 5 
‘Too Controversial” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 
“Searching” Tape — $12* CD — $15 

Robert Hoyt 

•NEW- 


Katie Lee 

“Colorado River Songs” — $10 

Dana Lyons 

“Turn of the Wrench” 

Tape— $12* CD— $15 
“Animal” — $12 

“At Night They Howl at the Moon” 

with John Seed, environmental songs for kids 
Tape — $12 • CD — $15 


Peg Millett 


•NEW* “Clear Horizon” 


Tape— $12 -CD— $17 

The CD contains all songs from the tape plus 

eleven songs from Gentle Warrior. 


“Gentle Warrior”— $12 


Casey N eill 

‘Tawprints” — $ 1 2 

Bill Oliver 

“Better Things To Do”— $10 
‘Texas Oasis” — $10 




•NEW* Robert Hoyt -NEW- 

“Dumpster Diving 

ACROSS AMERICA’ 

(See review on page 33) 


“Dumpster Diving ACROSS AMERICA” 


Tape— $12 -CD— $15 
“As American As You” — $12 

Greg Keeler 

“Songs of Fishing, Sheep 
and Guns in Montana” — $ 10 
“Talking Sweet Bye & Bye” — $ 10 
“Bad Science Fiction” — $10 
“Post-Modem Blues” — $10 
“Enquiring Minds” — $10 



BACK ISSUES 

We have a limited selection of Earth 
First! Journal back issues back to 1984. 
They are only $1.50 each, and can be 
ordered using the merchandise order 
form. Be the first on your block to have 
an almost complete set. Hurry, cause 
they're disappearin' like the ozone layer. 


Joanne Rand 

“Live”— $12 

“Choosing Sides” Tape— $12 • CD— $15 
“Home” — $12 


Walkin' Jim Stoltz 

•NEW* “The Vision”— $10 
“A Kid for the Wild”— $10 
“Listen to the Earth” — $10 
“Forever WUd”— $10 
“Spirit Is Still On The Run”— $10 



Caps (cotton, adjustable) $10 
Tan • Brown Forest Camo 
Green Forest Camo • Desert Camo 

Earth First! Fist Patch $2.50 

Rubber Stamps (l in" x2" wood block) $5 
Earth First! Fist • Tools 

Silent Agitators ( i hr " round) 
Earth First! Fist • Earth First! Tools 
No Deal, Assholes 30/$1.50 

Window Stickers (3" round) 
Earth First! Fist 4/$l • No Cows 6/$l 

Free Tabloids!!! 

EF! Primer • EF! Trinkets and Snake Oil 

Headwaters Forest • Kids for Konservation 

Not One More Road • Wake Up! 

War On The Bear • Wildfire! 
Voluntary Human Extinction 


ime? How’s 


It’s fun, it’s easy, 
sub (except on 
Simply write 


one to yourself), 
your name in the 


more) we’Hsendyouacheck! WO W ! 



HOW ABOUT A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE JOURNAL!?! 


Clip and send to 

EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL — 

Subscriptions, POB 1415 
Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 741-9191 

O $500 Lifetime Subscription 
CD $25 Regular Rate CD $35 US First Class Mail, Canada or Mexico 

CD $15-20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library CD $35 Brown Bag (First Class Mail) 

CD $35 (US$) Surface Mail, International CD $45 (US$) Air Mail, International 

CD $ DONATION CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 

Subscriber Name 

Address 


How did you hear 
of the EF! Journal? 


City State Zip Country 

The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential. If you use an alias, make sure that the post office knows that you, 
or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. And don 't worry, we never trade lists. 
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Earth First! Directory 

ALASKA HAWAII NEBRASKA 


Buffalo Bruce 

370 Bordeaux Rd., Chadron, NE 69337 



AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 
John Seed 

POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21-85-05 
EF! Australia 

Canopy and Noemi, POB 1738Q 
GPO, Melbourne, Victoria 
(03) 354-7972, fax (03) 416-2081 

CANADA 

Terra Prima/W. Canada EF! 

620 View St. Suite 618 
Victoria, BC V8W 1J6 
(604) 383-1560 
EF! Vancouver 

PO Box 176, 1472 Commercial 
Vancouver, BC V5L 3X9 
(604) 473-0174 
Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 
EF! Manitoba 
15-222 Osborne St. South 
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 123 
(204) 453-9052 
EF! Toronto 

PO Box 70, 1576 Queen St West 

Toronto, Ontario M5T 2K4 

EF! Ottawa 

Box 4612 Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 

EF! Montreal 

Diffusion Noire 

BP 852, Sue. Desjardins 

Montreal, Quebec H5B 1B9 

DENMARK 

EF! Denmark 

c/o Troels Floe, 5,th 

43 Absalonsgade, 1658 Copenhagen V 

(45) 31228241 

ENGLAND 

(Over 60 local groups exist in the British 
Isles, for a list, write to one of them.) 
Leeds EF! 

16 Sholebroke Ave., Chapeltown 
Leeds LS7 3HB, Yorkshire 
(0532) 629427 or 629365 
E-mail: comerstone@gn.apc.org 
London EF! 

Cooltan Bldg., 372 Coldharbour Ln. 
Brixton, London, SW9 
(071) 737-0100 
Manchester EF! 

Dept. 29, 1 Newton St. 

Piccadilly, Manchester Ml 1HW 
(061) 225-7128 
Norwich EF! 

Des Keane, 48 Bethel Street 
Norwich, Norfolk 
(0603) 631007, fax (0603) 666879 
E-mail: gn:reforest 


Oxford EF! 

Box E, 111 Magdalen Road 
Oxford OX4 IRQ 
(0865) 201706/202706 
fax: (0865) 201705 
E-mail: gn:eartharc 
South Downs EF! 

Prior House, 6 Tilbury Place 
Brighton/East Sussex BN2 2GY 
GERMANY 
EF! Germany 

Avalon, Friedrich-Ebert-Str. 24 
45127 Essen 

I NDI A 
Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 

(009)484-25435 SAVE 

Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya LokPATNA-800 001 

Bihar, Post Box 229 

PHILIPPINES 

Ariel Betan, Green Forum 

3rd Floor, Liberty Building 

Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 

(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 

PO L A ND 

Workshop For All Beings 
ul. Modrzewskiego 29/3, 

43-300 Bielsko, Biala 
fax 0048-30-29496 

RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80 
E-mail: tretyput@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93 
E-mail: rk@glas.apc.org 
SCOTLAND 
Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
+44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 
fax +44 (0)41 424 3688 
E-mail: scotree@gn.apc.org 

SLOVAKIA 
Earth First! 

A. Hlinku 11, 96001 Zvolen 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Demandes 
Taller de E. A. A CURUXA 
J. B. Xelmirer J 
Campus Universitario 
1570 S Santiago 
phone 584321, fax 584533 
UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
c/o Nadia Shevchenko 
Glushkova 17-22, Kiev, 252187 
(044) 266-93-10 
E-mail: nadia@glas.apc.org 


Alaska EF! Wally World 
POB 670647, Chugiak, AK 99567 
Mike or Erik 

POB 2602, Sitka, AK 99835 
(907) 747-6962, fax (907) 747-8813 

ARIZONA 

Phoenix EF! 

POB 8795, Phoenix, AZ 85066 
Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
CALIFORNIA 
Northcoast EF! 

POB 4796, Areata, CA 95521 
(707) 839-5847 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Cherney 

POB 34, Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
(707) 468-1660 
Mendocino Earth First! 

106 W. Standley, Ukiah, CA 95482 
(707) 468-1660 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

Bay Area EF! Hotline (510) 848-8724 

Wiley Coyote 

POB 74283, Davis, CA 95617 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
Western Wolves Infoletter 
18032-C Lemon Dr #127 
Yorba Linda, CA 92686 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4960-593, Irvine, CA 92716 
(714) 451-3578 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 906-6833 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102 
Pasadena, CA 91107-6921 
(909) 338-5856 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 33663, San Diego, CA 92163 
COLORADO 
Walkabout 

POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 
(303) 943-2354 

San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 

Michael Lewinski 

2040 16th St., Boulder, CO 80302 

(303) 443-7436 

Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
Email:aq328@freenet.hsc.colorado.edu 
Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Kirsten Atkins 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Roaring Fork EF! 

Ill Polo Road 

Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Alachua EF! 

POB 13016, Gainesville, FL 32604 

GEORGIA 
Students for 

Environmental Awareness 
Tate Student Center, U of GA 
Athens, GA 30602 


Christopher Hope-Cowing 
POB 1031, Makawao, HI 96768 
(808) 572-2546 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation 
1714 Heron, Boise, ID 83702 
Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 882-9755, fax (208) 883-0727 
ILLINOIS 
Chicago EF! 

POB 6424, Evanston, IL 60204 
Red Buffalo EF! 

POB 185, Normal, IL 61761 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 

INDIANA 

South Central Indiana EF! 

POB 411, Madison, IN 47250 
Mike McKinney 
10587 Oak Knoll Dr. East 
Rome City, IN 46784 
IOWA 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

POB 305, Iowa City, IA 52244 
(319) 338-4743 

MAINE 
Maine EF! 

POB 183, Harmony, ME 04942 
Solon EF! 

RFD 1, Box 4025, Solon, ME 04979 
(207) 643-2732 

Bob and Amy 

POB 5608, Augusta, ME 04330 
MARYLAND 
Anacostia-Rock Creek EF! 

POB 5625, Takoma Park, MD 20913 
(301) 270-0857 
Westminster EF! 

217 Kirkhoff Rd. 

Westminster, MD 21158 
(410) 857-1029 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass EF! 

POB 708, Littleton, MA 01460-2708 

Eco-boy 

POB 3150 

Martha's Vineyard, MA 02557 
Mid-Connecticut River Valley EF! 
POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 
Urban Sprawl EF! 

POB 128, Rockland, MA 02370 

MICHIGAN 

Red Cedar EF!/ 

MSU Mt. Graham Coalition 

127 Whitehills Drive 

E. Lansing, MI 48823 

(517) 351-4490 

MINNESOTA 

Big Woods EF! 

c/o Arise! Bookstore 

2117 Lyndale Ave. South 

Minneapolis, MN 55405 

MISSOURI 

Big River EF! 

50 Clarkson Ctr., Suite 493 
Chesterfield, MO 63017 
Ray O McCall 
Rt. 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 

Pink Planarians 

POB 484, Columbia, MO 65201 

MONTANA 
Keep It Wild! 

POB 1121, Whitefish, MT 59937 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
WREF! (406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 585-9211 


(308) 432-3458 
NEW IERSEY 
Dirty, Rotten Radicals 
103 Delavan St. 

New Brunswick, NJ 08901 
PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 
NEW YORK 

Greater Adirondack Bioregion 
1523 Phoenix Avenue 
Schenectady, NY 12308 
Wetlands Preserve/James Hansen 
161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244, fax (212) 925-8715 
Foghorn 

Quadrilateral Commisson 
POB 703, Huntington, NY 11743 
(516) 424-6499 

NORTH CAROLINA 

KatuahEF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

POB 14113, Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
(216) 461-9832 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
OREGON 
Stumptown EF! 

POB 42361, Portland, OR 97242 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed College SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Central Ecotopia EF! 

427 SW Madison 113 
Corvallis, OR 97333 
(503) 758-2930 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 343-7305 
Kangaroo EF! 

POB 332, Williams ,OR 97544 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(503) 592-3386 

Blue Mts. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Preserve Appalacian Wilderness/ 
Mid-Atlantic Biodiversity Project 
917 Church St., Indiana, PA 15701 
(412) 349-5936 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 

Antoinette Dwinga 

842 Library Ave., Carnegie, PA 15106 

Scott Thiele 

RD #4, 237-A Elk Lane 

Montrose, PA 18801 

TENNESSEE 

Katuah EF! 

Tennesse Valley Faction 

POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 

(615) 624-3939 

TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

POB 7292, U Stn., Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 320-0413 
Corpus Christi EF! 

4114 Claudia 
Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 2120 
Point Blank, TX 77364 
UTAH 

Lies Collective 

POB 13087, Ogden, UT 84412-3087 

VERMONT 

Two Rivers EF! 

POB 85, Sharon, VT 05065 
Biodiversity Liberation Front 
The ALARM 

J.R., POB 804 , Burlington, VT 05402 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 
(703) 885-6983 

Sherman 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 


For changes to the 
Directory write or call: 

Earth First! Journal 
POB 1415 
Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 741 9191 


WASHINGTON 
Inter-Island EF! 

POB 1491, Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
Olympic EF! 

Whole Bird, 112 Umatilla 
Port Townsend, WA 98368 
Seattle EF! WA EF! Bulletin 
POB 60164, Seattle, WA 98160 
CheetwootEF! ENTMOOT! 

POB 10147, Olympia, WA 98502 
Okanogan Highlands EF! 

POB 361, Republic, WA 99166 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 
Charles Sullivan 

Rt. 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

Wishetee 

POB 226, Glenville, WV 26351 

WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters Journal 
& Midwest Headwaters Action 
c/o Madison Peace Co-op 
731 State, Madison, WI 53711 
(608) 255-8765 or (608) 241-9426 
Hank Bruse 
235 Travis Drive 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 
(715) 423-5636 
Pat O'Brien 

POB 725, Oshkosh, WI 54902 
(414) 426-2357 


Fund for Wild Nature 

A non-profit, tax-exempt 
foundation which funds scientific 
research, education and 
literature projects. Funding 
proposals can be sent to: 

Fund for Wild Nature 
5337 College Ave., Suite 308 
Oakland, CA 94618 
(510)653-5070 


Ja iled Activists 
Addresses 

Mark Davis 
#23106-008 
Federal Prison Camp 
POB 1000, Boron, CA 93596 

Lise Olson 
B48426, POB 5001 
Dwight, IL 60420 

North American 
ALF Support Group 
POB 8673, Victoria, BC 
CANADA V8X 3S2 


Pathetic Plea 
for Money 


Hey all you trust-fund babies 
and corporate CEO wanna- 
bes! How's about sending 
some of that cash you have 
buried in the back yard to us 
dirt-poor activists? You can 
donate directly to any of the 
hard working groups listed 
here and/or to us at the 
Earth First! Journal. Make 
checks payable to Earth 
First! We promise to not 
spend the money on Wild 
Turkey and no-sait tortilla 
chips unless provoked. 
Thank-you In advance for 
your foolhardy generosity. 


Earth First! Campaigns 


The Boycott Quarterly 
POB 30727, Seattle, WA 98103 
Carmageddon c/o EF!UK 
9 Cazenove Road 
London, N16 6PA UK 
Cascadia Fire Ecology Project 
POB 3563, Eugene, OR 97403 
Coast Watch 

POB 1811, Rockland, ME 04841 
Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers 
Video Project 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 376-7329, fax 631-7958 


6 Projects 

Kids for Konservation 
Eagle Watch 

POB 78124, Tucson, AZ 85703 

Oceans Task Force 

c/o Ridley, 300 Broadway, Suite 28 

San Francisco, CA 94133 

Ranching Task Force 

POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 

(602) 578-3173 

Video Warriors 

POB 2182 , Berkeley, CA 94702 

Warrior Poet Society 

Bancroft & Telegraph 

ASUC Box 361, Berkeley, CA 94720 
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Earth First! Journal 
POB 1415 
Eugene, OR 97440 
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Summer of 95: 


Direct Action or 

by Leslie Hemstreet 

When you finish reading this piece, 

I want you to go take a look in the 
mirror and chant the following man- 
tra: "I don't have time to be looking in 
the mirror. My planet needs me!" Then 
smash the mirror. You no longer have 
time for vanity. Grab yourself firmly 
by the ear and go outside. 

Breathe. Are you breathing? Once 
more — deeper. What are you breath- 
ing? Do you smell car exhaust, pulp 
mill, incinerator? If you're lucky 
enough not to now, you will soon. 

Look around you. Do you see green 
and brown? Dinge with some neon 
fuschia thrown in? Do you see the 
gleam of chrome or the gleam in the 
eye of a crow? 

Taste. Can you taste the rancid grease 
from the McDonald's on the corner? 
Soot? Pain? The bitterness of mam- 
mals pretending they are not animals? 

Touch. Is it cushy or concrete? Flesh 
or vinyl? Velvet or Astroturf? 

Listen? The freeway? The diminish- 
ing songbirds? The amphibians in 
decline? Listen harder. Do you hear it? 
Go to the most unnaturally noisy place 
you can find and you will be able to 
hear it. Do you hear it now? That is the 
sound of nearly 25 years of environ- 
mental legislation being run through 
the Republicrat shredding machines 


Vacation? 

by underpaid secretaries who have to 
sit on laps and take dictation. 

Listen again. That's the sound of 
handcuffs clicking on your wrists be- 
cause you are about to put yourself on 
the line. If Andy Kerr and Mike Roselle 
can do it, so can you. (See page 23.) 

Even though sensory deprivation 
would be less torturous, you must de- 
velop keen senses. You are going to 
need them and they will lead you down 
the right path. Your mission, should 
you choose to accept it ... wait a minute, 
cut the nostalgia. You have no choice; 
this mission has chosen you. 

We must block the roads, seize the 
gates, sit in the trees, take the trucks, 
and clog the courts. We will ruin their 
events, point the finger, take names. 
Everywhere and anywhere. Choosing 
the time and place of encounter. Prob- 
ing, embarrassing, stigmatizing, and 
shaming. Leave them no rock to hide 
under, no slime to slither away in. 

You are probably going to jail soon. 
Get used to the idea. Let it run laps in 
your brain until it gets its second wind. 
Use positive vibration creative visual- 
ization techniques if you must. Even if 
you don't get caught or you choose to 
do the work necessary to get people in 
and out of jail without being arrested 
yourself, get ready for intensity. 

continued on page 26 
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In an effort to transform consumer Earth Day into direct action Earth Day, two eco-acrobats from Blue 
Heron EF! rappelled down a 13-story building in downtown Portland. The activists, Nat Gosman and 
Jaime Hobbs, removed themselves and the banner after several hours when the police promised to cite 
them only with criminal trespass and release them on the spot. Despite the police promise, they were 
arrested and charged with one felony and four misdemeanors each. 

On the ground, EFlers passed out fliers encouraging citizens to call Clinton telling him to veto the 
salvage rider. (See pages 1 0 and 11.) The action was directed at people partaking in the Earth Day 
festivities across the street. Kansas Waugh, wearing an American flag that said "Gorton Get Out!", 
was arrested for disorderly conduct while drinking at a public fountain. Everyone's charges were later 
reduced to criminal trespass. 


Macmillian BloedeTs Manure 


by Michelle Stewart, Vancouver EF! 

The night before the Macmillian Bloedel (MB) tim- 
ber corporation's AGM (annual general meeting) great 
minds brewed up a scheme that would find us in a 
whole lot of shit the next day. 

It was April 13 and MB head honchos and their 
shareholders were to assemble at 10 am in the Hyatt 
Reg ency HgfelTn downtown VancouvecTThe regu- 
lars were prowling about, not excluding Friends of 
Clayoquot Sound, Greenpeace, Western Canada 
Wilderness Society, Forest Action Network. And 
lurking in the darker corners were the Earth First!ers. 
It was hard to tell the shareholders from the envi- 
ronmentalists; many were dressed to the "T" in an 
attempt to get into the meeting with appropriated 
proxies (proof of shares). So there we were, ignoring 
people we knew in an oh-so-witty attempt to get 
into the meeting. 

In total, there were 45 people with signs "blah, blah, 
MB you're very bad," and the ol' pictures of the 
clearcuts; there was the occasional rebel who cussed 
out a sharefidldeFand such. It was business as usual for 
Tlreirr and for us— they cut, we whine; they talk, we 
whine. Then, all of a sudden, things began to change. 

At 9:30 am, half an hour before the meeting was 
scheduled to start, a rather huge, beastly gray truck 


covered in signs came barreling towards the upper- 
class hotel (obviously not a guest's vehicle). It came 
to a halt at the entrance, and activists slowly turned 
their heads to see a wild, crazy group of boys jump 
out of the truck. Some were a little slow to notice the 
signs, "It's a Shitty Day for the Forest," "Same Shit 
Different Day." The raving lunatic boys were pick- 
ing up shovels and hollering about shit, yet some 
observers still stood there, mouths gaping, excited, 
but not sure what was happening. You can only give 
so many warnings before settling down to the task 
at hand. At that point the "shit hit the fan." 

As the horse manure in the truck was being spilled 
across the entrance to the hotel, the motorcycle 
police began a very weak little attempt at ending the 
event. It seems they figured out that, if they were in 
fact going to make these young men stop what they 
were doing, it would involve the police getting into 
a bit of a wrestle on a very unpleasant surface. The 
conversation went something like this: 

Cop, "Stop what you are doing." 

Shoveller, "No." 

Cop, "Stop." 

Shoveller, "No." Etcetera. 

When the shovellers were done with their job, 
they stepped out of the truck into the loving arms of 
the boys in blue. The media was in a frenzy. The 


activists were excited now that most of them had 
figured out what was going on — some people should 
drink coffee, others should get out of the way when 
someone is throwing horseshit everywhere. Lessons 
were already being learned, and the meeting hadn't 
even started yet. 

9:50 am jail count: 4 EFiers and counting 

Once Greenpeace had swallowed all of that, the 
action kind of went as they usually do. Leaflets were 
handed out to people that didn't give a damn why 30 
folks were outside the Hyatt. Someone sang a bad 
basecamp song on a megaphone, others networked 
and rubbed shoulders with the upper-crusts of the 
local eco-movement and still others sat around grum- 
bling, chain-smoking and waiting for the next action. 

Just after 10 am, those who could entered the 
building and headed into the shareholder's meet- 
ing; the rest of us just stayed outside and kept doing 
the same old thing. About the same time, the street 
cleaner arrived to deal with the abundance of horse 
manure in this urban setting. Many of us watched 
on with childlike curiosity, unaware of exactly how 
a street sweeper actually worked. Consensus: street 
sweepers are like a really big vacuum, man. We 
smiled at one another knowingly. 

continued on page 30 


Mark Davis Released From Prison, See Page 9 





EARTH FIRST! 

NO COMPROMISE IN THE DEFENSE OF MOTHER EARTH! 

POB 1415 • EUGENE, OREGON 97440 • (503) 741-9191 



A Comm itment to Nonviolent Change 


/ As I write this editorial, the news media is still buzzing 
over the recent bombing in Oklahoma City and the 
Unabomber killing of a timber lob by executive in Califor- 
nia. These two acts violence h ave coincided with my 
personal prepa rations t o lead two nonviolence worlG 
j shojas, and h ighlight the need to reaffirm our movement's 
commitment to nonviolence. No Earth First! action has 


ever been an act of violence directed at another human, 
nor has the Earth First! Journal ever cal led for or condoned 
V. viol ence. W e have as a movement maintained a 14-year 
history of nonviolent ac- \ 

! tion. I firmly b elieve this ! 

V to be~the best strategy to 
_ achieve ou r goals . 

Nonviolence is the be$t 
tool for achieving last- 
ing change in human be- 
havior. It is human be- 
havior that is destroying 
wilderness, polluting wa- 
terways, and driving spe- 
cies to extinction. It is 
human behavior that we 
must change in order to 
turn things aroun d, Forc- 
ing change — throug h a 
lawsuit, a nd act of 

lecofage. or. as the perpetrators of the recent bombings 
attem pted, an a r f nf JidQleaC£=l h nngs only temporary 
results in a world dominated by industrialism and its twin) 
‘ consuTireTrsmVTJhless we change the way people liverm 
tfifTEarth and relate to the Earth, any protection we win for 
the wild is no more than so many lines on a map. Lines can 
be redrawn by future politicians as resources become 
increasingly scarce to an increasingly overpopulated hu- 
pian herd. 


"campaign headquarters," ongoing "empowerment cen- 
ters" could help individuals and groups become more 
politically and environmentally aware and give them train- 
ing in nonviolence, consensus and other skills they need to 
be effective as action groups. During larger actions, affinity 
groups can work together to share roles, support and 
' decision-making. 

We are living in "interesting times," as the old Chinese 
saying goes. Time is running out for the salmon, the sage 
scrub and native forests everywhere. I am putting out a call — 

a plea — for people who 
aren't now active: Get ac- 
tive! Get together! Form 
affinity groups — investi- 
gate, educate, agitate and 
take nonviolent action! 


) 



ness and our fellow species until and unless we change 
prevailing attitudes, power structures and life-styles. We 
need to start by bringing the way we organize in line with 
our vision of the changes we want to creat e. I have recently ^ 
/noticed that, to a large extent, the recent^graunciswelLpf/ 
) new^grassroo Ls ” eiTvir onmental groups are at their root so\ 
yeryTikelhe 'COfpoialiuirs they die trying to fight: a bunch ] 
- of~wKrfe~ guvs sitting in front of compu ters , vying with v 

each <-»thp r for orant mnnip^ from foundations funded hv ( 

relighting! Certainly many or 


these groups do good work; however, they certainly don't 
fit my ideal of what grassroots is all about. We need a more 
organic, community-based approach in order to truly 
grow and expand into an effective movement for change. 
, The concept of affinity groups, a key to effective nonvio- 

-"-"lent campaigns, is one of which I believe most of us are still 
rather vague in our understanding. Instead of centrally 
organized action campaigns that invest too much power 
and responsibility on the central organizers, imagine non- 
violent direct actions that draw on hundreds of these 
small, self-contained affinity groups. Instead of creating a 


This will be my last is- 
sue here at the venerable 
Earth First! Journal. I can't 
imagine a publication or 
group of people more 
deserving of support. I 
have to say I am looking 
forward to not having my 
time eaten up by banal 
accounting tasks, and I am excitedly looking forward to a 
life of increased activism. While I am glad to be leaving my 
little corner of bookkeeping hell, I have appreciated the 
opportunity to stay plugged in to the movement during 
the first busy years as a mother, and the opportunity to 
work with such a wonderful, dedicated group of people. I 
will miss you all. Sarah will too. "Yi, yi." 

— Karen Wood 

The Journal staff wish to extend Karen a fond farewell. Our 
only consolation is that our loss is the Siskiyou's gain. It would 
be hard to overstate how vital Karen has been to the Journal here 
in Eugene. She will be missed greatly. 

We would also like to take this opportunity to tell our moms, 
"Hi mom, and happy Mother's Day!" 


In Memory Of ... 


Dan Boswell, co-founder of Big River Earth First!, died of 
cancer at the end of March in his home near the big river in 
Missouri at the age of 43. Dan was an old Yippie, outdoorsman, 
auto worker, family man and self-proclaimed redneck for 
wilderness. He started the EF! Annual Big River Cleanup and 
hoped for a future for all living things. He's a brother that 
won't be forgotten. 

— Orin Langelle 

Errata 

Last issue we failed to include the dates of the BC Spring 
Rendezvous. For the record, it's May 18-22. See you there. 


Beltane 


by Peggy Sue McRae 


Those who defend the Earth are sustained by her wild beauty, a beauty that bursts 
into full glory at Beltane. Aphrodite, goddess of love and beauty, is also the maker 
of the morning dew. Those who rise at dawn on the first day of May to bathe in 
dew, burying faces in crabapple blossoms or rolling in new soft green grass will 
be blessed by her graces; flowering, growth, radiance and joy. In the book Lost 
Goddesses of Early Greece, Charlene Spretnak tells of Aphrodite's annual spring- 
time ritual. "Aphrodite walked to the sea, into the pulsing moon rhythms of the 
tide. When she emerged with her spirit renewed, spring blossomed fully and all 
beings felt her joy." Aphrodite walks from the sea barefoot through the soft earth 
of the forest and into the open meadowlands humming with life. She seeks out all 
living creatures touching our hearts with desire. Her footprints leave behind the scent 
of wild mint. 
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Beyond Litigation: 

What's Left After the Trashing of Environmental Laws? 


by Kieran Suckling 

The Republican onslaught is upon us, and in one 
sense, it should come as no surprise. Industrial 
death culture is fundamentally incompatible with 
wildlands. It can tolerate, even thrive on, recycling, 
low-flow shower heads and the Nature Channel, 
but it can not abide any real limitation of its access 
to the last large trees, free-flowing water and un- 
tapped minerals. What is 
surprising is the speed and 
the stealth with which our 
environmental laws are be- 
ing trashed. 

E nvironm ental lawshave 
al way s been something-of 
an anomaly in American 
culture. ..Remember, it was 
Nixon who signed the Na- 
tional Environmental Pro- 
tection Act into existence — 
the same Nixon who incin- 
erated Vietnamese villagers 
and poisoned our own 
troops with Agent Orange. 

While the National Forest 
Management Act and the 

Endangered Species Act were being written and 
authorized, the Marines were soaking Nicaraguan 
beaches in Blood and the CIA was assassinating] 
human rights activists in Chile and El Salvador. 1 
While the Clean Air and Water Acts were winding 
their way through Congress, timber cut volumes 
were increasing and damsvv^re being thrown up on 
the few truly wild rivers left. 

Ours is a deeply violent culture with little regard 
for the autonomy of other people or species. The 
passage of powerful environmental laws in the late 
60's and early 70's did not so much reflect a change 
in American consciousness as the schizophrenia of 
American culture. That schizophrenia went unchal- 
lenged for several decades as our made-for-TV cul- 


ture simultaneously protected and trashed more 
and more wild places each year. By the late 80's‘ 
however, it was clear that industry had logged, 
mined, dammed, or grazed virtually everything 
available. As the battle for the last of the last ensued, 
America could no longer pretend that conservation 
and exploitation are compatible. One has to end. 
One will end. \ 

' = ^fttake here is not just 25 years of progress, but 

whether or not protect- 
ing wildness (as opposed 
to a clean "environ- 
ment") will continue to 
be part of the-Amgricarf 
self image. ( f that disap- 
pears, ~so will every 
wilderness area, wild and 
scenic river, critical habi- 
tat, and endangered 
species. Right now, in- 
dustry and its 
congressional proxies are 
pushing exemptions and 
suspensions via riders 
and obfuscation; they 
don't feel capable yet of 
bringing a direct, public 
assault on environmental ideals. This is comb 



SHARON WILLIAMS 


hi)pF\ 

people 


they succeed in “convincing the Amencan people 
_that salmon and flycatchers and undammed rivers 
are simply not worth pr eservi ng, no amount of 
' monkevwrenching. civil disobedience, rallies and 
education will prevent our last wild places from 
resembling Europe's sterile, managed landscaper 
So what are we biodiversity projects going to do 
now? Keep pushing as hard as we can. There are a li 
more legal angles left and we intend to pur sue them 1 
~all as aggressively as possible. Bu twe're also going to 
"put more energy into inspiring people. We've not 
done nearly enough of this in the last few years. I say 
inspire, not educate, because knowledge of ecologi- 
cal destruction and values does not necessarily lead 


to support for environmental causes. "Support," in 
any event," is too ephemeral. We need to inspire 
people to identify themselves and our culture with 
wildness, to believe that loss of wild places is not just 
an ecological or even a personal loss, but cultural 
and historical genocide. 

People in southwest New Mexico need to identify 
themselves with the Gila Headwaters ecosystem 
and feel that on the deepest level, Gila Trout are an 
essential part of that experience. Southwesterners 
need to feel that the Army's assault on the San Pedro 


I say inspire, not educate, 
because knowledge of ecological 
destruction and values does not 
necessarily lead to support for 
environmental causes. 


River is an assault on the Southwest itself. Western- 
ers need to feel that vast, untrammeled conifer 
forests are their birthright. North Americans need to 
feel that big wilderness and big predators uniquely 
identify our place on the Earth. 

We can no more create a new culture or a new 
consciousness than a southern California developer 
can create a new community. As environmentalists, 
we need to reach back into American culture and 
history to show and inspire people to feel that 
wildlands and respect for wild species is part of our 
own essence. And that essence is under attack by 
industrial greed. 



Kieran Suckling is the Research Director of the 
Sourthwest Center for Biolgical Diversity. 


Letters to the Editors 


Dear EF! Journal (& Captain Paul Watson) 

This is a response to the good Captain's 
letter published in the Eostar 1995 issue of 
the Journal, in which he makes the state- 
ment: "Foreman made sacrifices to lower 
the sentences served by individuals whose 
strategy was so inept they allowed a Fed- 
eral Agent to set them up." This is in 
reference to the Arizona 5 case; I am now 
serving the last few months of what will 
turn out to be 47 months and two days 
spent in custody. 

I don't know Watson. I do know Fore- 
man, and what happened at trial and 
before trial. The details, and references to 
verify the information I give are available 
to anyone who is interested in learning 
about the case, and were published in an 
article I wrote which appeared in the 
Samhain and Yule, 1993, issues of the EF!J. 

It is entirely reasonable to make a case 
for my ineptness as a strategist and if 
Watson, who dearly knows nothing about 
the case, wants to come to that conclusion 
it's his privilege to do so, and there's really 
no harm done as a result. 

I had hoped to have no call to say 
anything further about Foreman, or his 
behavior and I will not say much here. 
However, I can’t allow this to go unchal- 
lenged. It simply isn't true. Foreman set 
out to save his own hide and did so with 
the same determination and efficiency 
now so evident in his apparently largely 
successful efforts to reinvent himself for 
sale to a safer and wealthier constituency 
than the people who are reading this. 
Foreman b roke under prp^'irp anrl be- 
“Saved dishonorably, -and people need to 
“ Tcnowthat he's not who he appears to be. 


Ev en if he is Captain- WaLsoH^s-frie-rrd: — 
'Preferably this is the last word anyone 
will hear from me about this. This is ugly 
stuff, and it's no fun dredging it back up; 
I've got other things to do in life both 
more interesting and more enjoyable than 
correct Foreman's ongoing efforts to mas- 
sage an embarrassing set of facts into a 
form which will disturb neither his self- 
image nor his sales pitch. I will not be 
looking for more opportunities to do that, 
but when it pops up in my face I must 
respond so long as Foreman continues to 
make a living from the environmental 
movement, propped up by a reputation 
made possible by selective vision. 

In Her service, 

— Mark Davis 

Editor note: For an update on Mark's release 
from prison turn to page 9. 

Dear Seal Hair for Brains, 

Thanks much for the charming letter 
from the good captain Paul Watson. I've 
never had the pleasure of having such a 
personal letter directed to me in the pages 
of the EF! Journal or any other paper for 
that matter. I've got a whole file full of 
letters to the editor from Roseburg, 
Oregon's The News Review in which sup- 
porters of the timber industry vilify me in 
many ways. None of those letters can hold 
a candle to Watson's letter. 

Every article, every letter I've written to 
the EF! Journal for the past two years that 
had anything that could be construed as a 
personal attack got edited out by Journal 
staff who threatened not to print it other- 


wise. My article on the Oregon Trail 
was butchered beyond recognition. 
Seems there is a double standard at 
the Journal where some of us are con- 
i- cerned. Judi Bari tells me that all the 
embarrassing quotes from Mike 
Roselle concerning the renunciation 
of tree spiking were edited out by 
Journal staff in consideration of Roselle. // 
Yet Watson and Roselle were allowed j 
unedited, lengthy articles to answer 
V Judi's well-written and researched ar- j 
tides. , 4 

Despite all the rhetoric about EF! 
being a non-organization without 
leaders, there is a definite hierarchy in- 
volved. Truth is, there really is a good ol' 
boy network. Just ask any woman in EF! If 
you disagree with the good ol' boys, they 
proceed to call you a "whiner," or an 
"anthropocentric, "(Oh, that hits below 
the belt) or "kid" and "boy." While a 
member of the United Brotherhood of 
Carpenters, the good ol' boys in the union 
would call me a "communist," "a tree 
hugger," "a pagan atheist" and once I was 
actually called a "goddamned Earth 
First! er." 

Ya' see folks there can be no disagree- 
ment with good ol' boys. Now I do believe 
we can agree to disagree. One of my very 
best friends is a woman who believes in 
tree spiking. She is also a union activist in 
one of this nation's most conservative 
unions. Oh but let's not forget that as a 
worker, she's in cahoots with the bosses to 
destroy the planet, so, with the good ol' 
boys, her opinion may not count for much. 

Now as for Watson's letter, I see in the 
context of his letter a deep desire to have 



someone pat him on the back. So I just 
heard through the grapevine that Paul has 
come up with a great plan for economic 
diversification for the seal furriers. 
Whereby he has them brush seals to ob- 
tain seal hair. Hey, I'm personally touched 
Paul. I didn't think you cared about us 
workers because of the cahoots thing. So 
here. Pat, pat, pat on your big ol' back. Yes 
Paul, it’s thinking like that that will save 
the planet. 

Paul says he doesn't whine about other 
peoj ’s tactics, but I do recall an article a 
couple of years ago about banner hang- 
ing. Remember that Paul? Sure sounded 
like you were whining to me, and angry 
too. Did someone hang a banner on your 
ship Paul? Yo, lighten' up dude! 

^-AbOut ForeHiaR, Paul is li ving in denial. 
Foreman sold out the Arizona 5. Anybody' 
can Be set up arid infiltrated. It does not 
mean your strategy was inept. It usually 
means you're effective. Let's be frank and 
truthful. Mark Davis is a much bigger and 
Continued on page 28 
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Pulp in the Machine:SSWC Uon 


By the Native Forest Network, Missoula 

The International Day of Action Against Pulp and 
Paper Manufacturers signaled growing attention 
towards the destructive impacts the industry has on 
forest ecosystems and human communities. Orga- 
nized by the Native Forest Network (NFN), the day 
of action mobilized activists to confront several of 
the multinational corporations whose pulp and 
paper mills chew up our forests and spew organ- 
ochlorines and other toxins into our air and water. 
All together, 22 separate events occurred in Austra- 
lia, Canada, England, Russia and the US ranging 
from blockades and demonstrations to rallies and 
meetings to consumer education events. 

The day of action proved to be a good organizing 
tool for creating more awareness in the forest move- 
ment about pulp and paper issues. NFN is striving 
to build a broad-based, multi- 
faceted campaign around the 
following goals: 

1) To alert the public to the 
environmental, social and eco- 
nomic costs of disposable prod- 
ucts and packaging. 

2) To show how pulp and 
paper manufacturing destroys 
forests and degrades human 
health through pollution and 
waste. 

3) To expose the multina- 
tional corporations who demol- 
ish forests for short term prof- 
its. 

NFN offers positive solutions 
to consumers and corporations 
alike by promoting forest 
friendly papers such as recycled 
paper composed of 100 percent 
post-consumer waste and alter- 
native fibers such as hemp, kenaf 
and agricultural waste. 

Huge first-quarter 1995 prof- 
its for the pulp and paper in- 
dustry worldwide made it im- 
perative to show how much de- 
struction the industry is responsible^for in the 
context of overall global deforestation. ATpresent 
production, the pulp and paper industry devours 
• four billion trees a year from boreal, temperate and ) 
“tropical forests. 

Forest activists in Australia, where woodchipping 
issues dominate the forest debate, responded to the 
call to action enthusiastically. The Aussies reported 
ten actions across the country. 

In Tasmania, activists blockaded the entrance to 
North Forest Products and Boreal Woodchipping 
Facilities, backing up as many as 70 log trucks. 
Protesters demanded that the truck drivers be com- 
pensated for lost time by the multinational but NFP 
representatives said no. Subsequently, the activists 
and the police negotiated passage of 5 to 10 log 
trucks at a time. The media reacted very positively. 

In Melbourne, Victoria, 100 activists occupied the 
main foyer of the AMCOR building and leafleted the 
crowds. Prime Minister Paul Keating was targeted in 
Kooranda, Queensland and besieged with informa- 
tion on the economic and ecological stupidity of 
woodchipping Australia's gum forests. 

About 15 activists in Kalingrad, Russia gathered 
near the place where Pulp and Paper Mill N 1 spews 
pollutants into the city's river. The river is still the 
source of water for some parts of the city. Protesters 
unfurled a banner of some 20 meters (60 feet) saying 
"Stop Pulp and Paper Pollution. "The action included 
music and was ended by a resolution to agitate 
against the pulp and paper industry in the region. 

In Canada, forest and indigenous activists tar- 
geted the Japanese multinational Daishowa for their 
role in converting the northern third of the prov- 
ince of Alberta into a permanent wood production 
zone (i.e. clearcut) for pulp and paper mills. 
Vancouver Earth First! reported that activists hung 
a banner reading "Daishowa Destroys" from the 
Daishowa Canada building in downtown Vancouver. 


On the street below, they carried a banner with 
Daishowa's symbol in crosshairs and the words, 
"International Day of Action Against Pulp and Pa- 
per." One person locked down to the side door of the 
building closing the entrance for an hour, and an- 
other attempted lock-down disrupted the flow of 
business into the building. There was also indigenous 
participation includingTerry White, from the Lubicon 
Cree Nation and Chief Bernard Ominayak who was 
interviewed on the radio. 




Hardford, Tennessee, a community downstream 
from Champion's Canton mill. Over the last 20 
years over 200 people have died of cancer in this 
small community of 400. 

lisa Beaudoin of Worldview, Ltd., NYC, attended 
the annual shareholders meeting of the New York 
Times, in Spartanburg, SC. She spoke to them about 
their use of Macmillan-Bloedel paper which is made in 
part from ancient trees from the coast of British 
Columbia. l.isa repoHsThaCTEe mieeting- JveBt-ven^^ 


In Edmonton, Alberta, activists presented a state- /well and that NY Times CEO Arthur Sulzberger will 
ment to the Daishowa-Marubeni (DM) office re- « 
garding their use of pulp from old-growth forests, 
in particular those forests which remain under 
the traditional jurisdiction, ownership and use of 
the Lubicon Lake Cree. The activists encouraged 
DM to convert to recycled and alternative fibers 
and to respect and support indigenous claims so 


J 



Forest Stump (right) is turned back from Parsons and Whittemore corporate headquarters 
in Rye Brook, NY. Stump was not arrested but may soon be chipped. 

that speedy and just resolutions may be achieved 
in conflicts between First Nations and Nation- 
States. 

The response to the atrocities perpetrated by the 
pulp and paper industry in the US was equally 
forceful. In Missouri, fifty activists with the Times 
Beach Action Group (TBAG) gathered at the site of 
the proposed Times Beach incinerator dressed in 
moon suits. Times Beach, MO was evacuated in 
1982 after dioxin-contaminated soil was found 
throughout the town. Activists hoisted a banner 
calling for impeachment of governor Mel 
Carnahan who has been pushing for the incinera- 
tor. Police helicopters circled overhead as TBAG 
burned the permit for the incinerator which, 
ironically, was issued on Good Friday. A smaller 
group then proceeded to Jefferson City for a 3- 
hour meeting with Carnahan and his staff in 
which the governor stated that if TBAG could 
prove that the incinerator would be harmful to 
the people of Missouri, he would cancel the per- 
mit! TBAG also reports that the St. Louis Post- 
Dispatch has been cited three times for biased 
coverage on the dioxin issue, and that they get 
one-third of their paper from Daishowa. 

In Caryville, Tennessee, activists protested at the 
proposed future site of a Champion International 
chip mill expected to consume 30 acres of forest a 
day if built. Media showed up from as far away as 
Nashville and were given guided tours of a 60-acre 
clearcut on the 85,000-acre tract recently purchased 
by Champion. NFN Southeast Representative 
Rodney Webb stated, "They were negatively im- 
pressed." Darryl Cherney arrived to entertain as 
activists started up a portable chipper and fed sym- 
bols of the tourist industry, our children's future, 
water quality, wildlife, etc. into the hungry ma- 
chine. Kenny Rosenbaum from Kentucky sang a 
song about "Widowville" the nickname given to 


Greenpeace staged some creative street theater in 
downtown Atlanta, Georgia at Georgia-Pacific's 
(GP) corporate headquarters. This attracted sizable 
crowds as the activists challenged GP employees to 
take a pulp and paper quiz. GP was issyi ed an "F." 
One person masqueraded as chlorine-bleacEecT^ 
paper with a death mask and 
another dressed as a tree deco- 
rated with before and after 
photos of forests and clearcuts, 
providing passers-by with good 
visual messages. 

Elsewhere in Georgia, activ- 
ists with the Armuchee Alliance 
kicked off a phone network 
which they hope will spread 
worldwide. The purpose of this 
network is to have activists from 
all over call in to their local 
home-building supply stores, 
KMarts, WalMarts and other 
wood and paper suppliers to de- 
mand that they carry tree-free 
alternatives to particle board and 
various papers. The action in- 
| volved people from a variety of 
states including the Carolinas, 

§ New Mexico, Oklahoma, New 
I York, Montana and Tennessee. 

| On May 27, the Armuchee Alli- 
ance will hold a fund-raiser 
where they will display and dem- 
onstrate tree-free alternatives. 

In Charleston, West Virginia, 
over 200 people concerned about Parsons & 
Whittemore's (PW) plans for a huge pulp mill on the 
Ohio River (see related story next page) gathered for 
a candlelight vigil at the Governor's mansion (Gov- 
ernor Caperton was conveniently missing). PW is 
the largest builder of pulp and paper mills in the 
world. Local activist Gary Medley rode through the 
crowd on his horse Paul Revere-style shouting "The 
Pulp mill is coming!" In equally creative fashion, a 
bride (West Virginia) and groom (Parsons and 
Whittemore) were wed adding a touch of class to the 
event. The action was the lead story on all major TV 
networks in the area. In related news, EPA Region III 
administrator Peter Kostmayer is being fired be- 
cause of his opposition to the PW mill and his 
refusal to sign off on the completion of the Corridor 
H superhighway. 

At PW's corporate headquarters in Ryebrook, 
New York, protesters from five states picketed out- 
side while others snuck past security into the 
offices on the third floor. When PW wasasked why 
they were being protested they responded, "There 
is no protest happening." When asked why there 
were people with signs and banners picketing out- 
side, they answered, "No comment" and "This 
office is closed to_t]ie public. Please leave." 

In Rumford, /Mainb, 17 activists arrived at the 
Boise-Cascade mrH-arrh were greeted by 16 police 
cars and a paddy wagon. While we know Maine 
Earth First! has a reputation for attracting attention, 
the abundance of law enforcement indicated that 
the company had been tipped off about the action. 
The fact that Boise Cascade Chief Executive Officer 
George Harad was visiting the mill that day cer- 
tainly didn't help. All was not lost, however, as the 
activists regrouped and demonstrated their furor 
over the mill's dismal environmental track record. 

continued on next page 
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Largest Pulp Mill in North America 


In the small town of Apple Grove, 
West Virginia on the Ohio River, the 
British-based multinational corpora- 
tion Parsons and Whittemore, Inc. (PW) 
plans to build North America's largest 
pulp mill. Disguised as Apple Grove 
Pulp and Paper Inc., the PW mill would 
produce 3600 metric tons of bleached, 
hardwood kraft pulp and paper per 
day. Supplying this giant mill with 
logs and woodchips would devastate 
the region's diverse hardwood forests, 
restored to maturity after turn-of-the- 
century logging. 

Parsons and Whittemore is the world's 
largest builder of pulp and paper mills. 
The company has constructed more 
than 60 projects in 28 countries. PW is 
currently deforesting the southeastern 
US for pulp and paper, operating in 
Alabama and Mississippi. Nowthey want 
to clearcut the healthy forests of Appa- 
lachia. The Ohio Valley Environmental 
Coalition (OVEC) has organized local 
citizens to fight the mill. 

The multinational received permission 
from state officials to build the mill after 
five years of closed-door meetings. PW 
has asked West Virginia to finance a 
major portion of the $1.1 billion project. 
The state government responded by 
pledging corporate welfare including a 
$200 million construction loan, $60 
million in improvements to roads and 
bridges, and untold millions in tax in- 
centives and breaks. Not surprisingly, 
PW's owners contributed heavily to the 
re-election campaign of their staunchest 
proponent and political heavyweight, 
Governor Gaston Caperton. 


In December 1994, Governor 
Caperton visited Carol Browner, the 
top administrator of the US Environ- 
mental Protection Agency (EPA) to ask 
her to "call off the dogs." His political 
muscle-flexing worked. The EPA re- 
versed plans to require additional test- 
ing of dioxin levels in the Ohio River 
before issuing a water pollution permit 
to PW. On February 10, 1995, the 
agency withdrew its objections to the 
permit. This means the state may issue 
PW a permit allowing them to dis- 
charge dioxin into the Ohio River with- 
out knowing how much is already there 
(the permit is under legal appeal by 
OVEC and others). A 1993 US Fish and 
Wildlife Service preliminary study in- 
dicates that dioxin levels in catfish 
already exceed state standards. 

PW plans to use outdated chlorine- 
bleaching technology at Apple Grove 
that would poison the region's air, land 
and water with dioxin, chloroform, 
other organochlorine compounds, and 
toxic heavy metals from air and waste 
water discharges. Sixty-six pulp mills 
around the world already use less pol- 
luting non-chlorine bleaching tech- 
nology, including a PW mill in Ala- 
bama. Building another chlorine-de- 
pendent mill would be a giant step 
backwards in efforts to move the pulp 
and paper industry towards safer, sus- 
tainable methods. 

To meet the projected output of the 
Apple Grove mill, PW has stated they 
would need a wood fiber commit- 
ment totaling 200,000 hectares. How- 
ever, the company has since indicated 


they have found access to at least 
600,000 hectares of West Virginia's 
forests. More than half is from private 
holding of other large companies. If 
PW liquidates these forests what will 
be left? 

Other major impacts of the mill in- 
clude an on-site incinerator to process 
toxic pulp sludge, adding air pollu- 
tion to the inversion-prone valley. The 
mill would dump 212 million liters of 
waste water per day into the Ohio 
River., 37 kilometers upstream of the 
drinking water intake pipes for Hun- 
tington — West Virginia's second larg- 
est city. 

Interestingly enough, PW has devel- 
oped mills that promote the use of 
non-wood raw materials such as wheat 
straw, sugar cane, rice straw, and bam- 
boo to produce pulp and paper. More 
than 21 different cellulose fiber sources 
are used to produce paper products in 
mills built by PW, allowing countries 
that previously imported pulp to m anu- 
facture their own products. Why is PW 
so determined to build a giant forest 
dependent mill in West Virginia when 
they are making positive strides to- 
wards alternative fiber use? Let them 
know the days of clearcutting native 
forests for pulp and paper are over. 
Don't Waste West Virginia! Stop the 
Apple Grove Mill! 

Please write, call or visit Parsons and 
Whittemore immediately care of George 
F. Landegger, Chairman, Parsons and 
Whittemore, 4 International Drive, Rye 
Brook, NY 10573, (914) 937-9009. Also 
please call Carol Browner of the EPA at 


(202) 260-2090. For more information 
contact OVEC care of Janet Fout, Ohio 
Valley Environmental Coalition, P.O. 
Box 970, Proctorville, OH 45669, 
(304)522-0246, FAX (304) 523-6051. 

Green Rolling Hills, a video 



...Pulp and Paper 

continued from previous page 

Out west, forest activists focused on two major 
corporate criminals: Weyerhaeuser and Stone Con- 
tainer. Near Tacoma, Washington, activists from 
Earth First! and the Student Environmental Action 
Coalition descended on George Weyerhaeuser's home 
(11801 Gravelly Lake Dr. Lakewood, WA 98259). 
One activist, Stumpy Forest, locked to a stump that 
was placed in the driveway and another unfurled a 
banner reading, "Revoke Weyerhaeuser's Corporate 


Native Forest Council. Later, the crowd continued to 
the University of Oregon for a presentation on alter- 
native fibers. 

In Indiana, Heartwood held a press conference 
condemning the Hoosier National Forest's first tim- 
ber sale in years. The obvious eastward progression 
of the pulp and paper industry has renewed the 
threat to regenerating forests all over the central 
and eastern hardwood region. 

In Missoula, Montana, a crowd of about 100 people 
gathered for a community speak-out against Stone 
Container's Frenchtown mill which pollutes the 


Women's Voices for the Earth; Wounded Earth Envi- 
ronmental Project; Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers and 
the Montana Chemical Injury Information Network 
as well as a registered nurse and a local teacher. Local 
children also came forth and demanded clean air to 
breathe. Local citizens started a petition drive de- 
manding that Stone stop using chlorine to bleach 
linerboard, quit burning PVC and plastic, abide by air 
and water pollution laws, stop pulping native forests 
and allow for local control and citizens' enforcement. 

NFN and a consortium of local groups met with 
Westvaco (West Virginia Pulp and Paper Co.) repre- 


Charter!" across Weyerhaeuser's drive- 
way. A third set up (tree)house in a fatty 
Doug fir amidst the lovely landscaping. 
The police could not arrest anyone be- 
cause the Weyerhaeusers were not home 
to file a complaint. 

The activists ended the rally by burn- 
ing and revoking Weyerhaeuser's ar- 
ticles of incorporation. Washington State 
law 23B. 14.300 clearly states that the 
superior court may liquidate any corpo- 
ration if, "the directors or those in con- 
trol of the corporation have acted, are 
acting or will act in a manner that is 
illegal, oppressive, or fraudulent. "There- 
fore, George's lakefront home belongs 
to the people and critters of Washing- 
ton! After the charter was torched, the 
activists sang and danced on the ashes to 
a rousing rendition of "Dancing on the 
Ruins of Weyerhaeuser Corporation." 

In Springfield, Oregon, activists held a 
protest rally at the Weyerhaeuser pulp 
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Landscaping renovation at George Weyerhaeuser's home, Tacoma, Washington. 


sentatives at a mill in Wickliffe, KY, and 
subsequently held a press conference 
outside the facility. Westvaco is notori- 
ous for consuming the forests of Appa- 
lachia and the Mississippi Valley. The 
Wickliffe facility alone swallows enough 
trees to produce 1,000 tons of pulp and 
discharge 20 million gallons of effluent 
every day. 

As the kickoff for a long-term cam- 
paign, the International Day of Action 
proves that coalitions can grow and raise 
awareness without the bloated budget 
of the mainstream groups. The Native 
Forest Network is committed to expand- 
ing relations, formulating positive, al- 
ternative futures and defending the 
world's remaining forest ecosystems 
from marauding outlaw multinationals. 

NFN would like to thank all groups and 
activists who helped make the Interna- 
tional Day of Action Against Pulp and 
Paper Manufacturers a tremendous suc- 


mill. They rigged a flatbed truck with banners saying Missoula Valley and the Clark Fork River. The newly cess. We urge all Earth First! groups to keep in touch 


"Recycling is Not Enough" and "Reduce Consump- 
tion" and parked it in front of the spewing factory. 
Mary O'Brien, Carolyn Moran and Phil Nanas spoke 
out about dioxin, alternative fibers and 
Weyerhaeuser's crimes around the world. Media 
people interviewed Weyerhaeuser representatives, 
asking them to respond to the lengthy Weyerhaeuser 
rap sheet presented by the activists from NFN and the 


formed Montana Coalition for Health, Environmen- 
tal and Economic Rights (CHEER) was represented by 
a banner hung on the Missoula County Courthouse's 
public gazebo. After music by Dan Johnson, a number / 
of people spoke out about Stone's polluting practices/^ 
and the company's complete lack of accountability to 
the community. Activists attending included the NFN; j 
the Missoula Valley Improvement Association;/ 


with us if they are working on pulp and paper issues and 
campaigns. Contact the North American Clearinghouse'} 

' in Missoula, Montana or the Eastern North American / 
office in Burlington, Vermont at NFN Eastern North 
America, PO Box 57, Burlington, VT 05402, (802) 863^ 
0571, E-mail: peacejustice@igc.apc.org; NFN Western ) 
North America, PO Box 825 1 , Missoula, MT 59807, (406) j 
251-2385, E-mail: nfnconferenc@igc.apc.org. / 
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Headwaters Forest Still Stands 


Mass Protest Averts Logging Threat 


by Judi Bari 

Well, we did it! In the 
face of a swift and im- 
pressive mobilization of 
community outrage, 

Maxxam/Pacific Lumber 
(PL) backed down and 
signed an agreement on 
March 28 to delay their 
logging deadline for 
Headwaters Forest. 

Still, our demonstra- 
tions that day went on 
as planned, sending 
such a clear and power- 
ful message that our Re- 
publican Congressman 
Frank Riggs responded 
by reversing his position 
on logging in Headwa- 
ters. Two days after our 
protest, Riggs unexpect- 
edly announced that he 
is introducing a new bill 
in Congress to save 
Headwaters, saying it 
has become "a lightning rod for criticism of the 
woods products industry." And even though Riggs' 
bill, which involves a trade for federal timber rights 


of their office. One of the guards was 
a uniformed Humboldt Sheriff in open 
service of the company, and the other 
was company security chief Carl 
Anderson. 

Carl Anderson is your classic ham- 
merhead thug. Big, burly and swag- 
gering, he has had many encounters 
with us over the years. It was Carl 
Anderson who led the assault on EF! 
demonstrators in Headwaters in 1 99 1 , 
when EF! activists Lynda and Polly, 
among others, were swung by their 
hands and feet and tossed into a ditch. 
It was also Carl Anderson who, in a 
later banner hanging action not even 
on PL land, roughed up EF!er Todd 
^ Cinnamon and jerked him up from 
| the ground by his hair. 

The crowd assembled in front of 
g the building, unfurling EF! banners 
| directly under their "No Earth First! " 
§ banners, despite the sprinklers. 

Cecilia Lanman of EPIC^'Kurt 
Judi Bari offers 12,000 pro-Headwaters signaturey-^^^ 4nd j wefe in front a ^t he 
to PL president John Campbell. . , ' 

— designated presenters of the peti- 



tion. Kurt was one of the original three EF!ers who 
"discovered, " mapped and named Headwaters For- 
est eight years ago. Kurt waTalso OTre'dTEHe 'Hfsr EFk 
in the Smith River Recreation Area, is totally unac-r — tree sitters, but nowTsuffering from multiple sclero- 


ceptable, the effect of it for now is to back Maxxam 
away from their brinksmanship, and cool the imme- 
diate threat of logging in the Headwaters ancient 
redwoods. 

These incredible events began when we found out, 
with only six days notice, that the California Depart- 
ment of Forestry (CDF) had granted PL an exemption 
to do "salvage logging" in the pristine Headwaters 
wilderness area. By the time the cutting was scheduled 
to begin, we had put together a community coalition 
and mobilized over 500 people to show up on a 
weekday in a remote rural area and let PL know in no 
» uncertain terms that we will not let Headwaters fall. 

Our three-pronged strategy began with a rally at the 
log gate leading to Headwaters, attended by an impres- 
sive 500 people. The rally was called by Earth First! A 
with our legacy of successful direct action campaigns,' 
~andthe E nvironmental P rotection InformationCe hT 
ter (EPlC), the group that has been filing and winning 
Tiwsuits over PL'slogg ing practices for the past eig ht 
ye ars. It was a powerful, first-time open coalition o f 
our two group V joined by the Mendocino Environ- 
mental Center, Student Environmental Action Coali- 
tion and many others. The mostly local crowd was 
bolstered by Movement activists who poured in from 
Oregon, Colorado, Nevada and other parts of Califor- 
nia in response to our call. One neighborhood teen- 
ager summed up the scene with a bewilderedshake of 
his head. "Shitloads," was his only comments 

After several sun-drenched hours of songs and 
speeches, we began phase two of our plan. About 200 
of us lined up in a huge caravan to PL headquarters 
in the company-owned town of Scotia, to deliver a 
petition containing 12,000 signatures of people op- 
posed to logging in Headwaters. Pacific Lumber Presi- 
dent John Campbell recently stated, while announc- 
ing his logging plans, that only 50 to 60 people care 
about Headwaters Forest. So these 12,000 petition 
signatures, collected over the past year by the Bay 
Area Headwaters Coalition, were the perfect an sw er 
to his arrogance. 

The last time Earth First! was in Scotia, 12 of our 
cars were smashed with baseball bats in broad day- 
light by pro-company goons, while Humboldt Sher- 
iffs stood by and shrugged. We didn't know what we 
would encounter this time, but we stated before the 
caravan left that, whatever the company did, we 
would meet it with nonviolence. 

As we pulled into Scotia, we could see that they were 
expecting us. The corporate executives had hung 
hastily made signs out their windows reading, "Earth 
First! Out of Humboldt," and "Jobs First!" They had 
also turned on their lawn sprinklers, locked their 
doors, and posted two guards on the sidewalk in front 
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sis; he can barely walk, even with crutches. 



Cecilia Lanman of EPIC addresses the rally. 


We informed Cari Anderson that we wanted to present 
our petitions to 
PL President 
John Campbell, 
andCarlreplied 
that he would 
not accept our 
petitions. An- 
ticipating this 
response, I just 
happened to 
have the 
bullhorn 
handy, and I ad- 
dressed the 
crowd. "John 
Campbell 
won't accept 
our petitions. 

He's too busy 
hiding under 
his desk!" Cecilia and I looked at each other, instantly 
ready to risk arrest to deliver the petitions, and asked Carl 
what he would do if we just walked past him. "You'll have 
to try it and find out," he answered. 

As we stepped forward, both Carl and his Sheriff- 
lackey blocked and pushed us, knocking Kurt Newman 
off his crutches and onto the ground, and shoving 
KMUD reporter Estelle Fennell down on the grass 
where the sprinklers were still going. Then the strang- 
est thing happened. Carl Anderson raised his fist in 
the air and rotated it in a circle. And suddenly, out of 
nowhere, several young men in tractor caps began 
hurling themselves at Carl and the sheriff, who 
tossed them off like incoming fly balls, only to see 
them hurl themselves again. 

The scene was surreal, as no one in the crowd took 
/the bait of these obvious provocateurs. Instead, 
crowd stood firm and steady, chanting, "No Vio-( 
lence! No Violence!" And each time the company; 

I thugs got preoccupied with the provocateurs, Cecilia 
and I took another step forward, closing the gap N 
between us and the door. It was one of the most 
| powerful moments I have witnessed, as the nonvio- 7 
lent crowd created a situation in which the company's ) 
violence had no context. 

Finally, I addressed John Campbell through the 
bullhorn, directing it at the second story windows 
where the executive secretaries were peering out. "If 
you want to get rid of us," I said, "all you have to do 
is let our three representatives respectfully deliver 
our petitions. Otherwise, we're not leaving." And, 
amazingly, John Campbell, the most powerful man 


in Humboldt County, backed down. 

They had to open two locked doors to let us in, and 
they locked them again behind us. Cecilia, Kurt and 
I triumphantly entered the executive offices with our 
eight-inch tall stack of petitions, Kurt still dazed and 
shaken by the rough treatment he had received. As 
we turned to go, Carl Anderson looked me straight in 
the eye, extended his hand, and gave me a manly 
handshake, as if to say, "Okay, you won this round." 
Meanwhile, Back in The Woods 
After our political victory in Scotia, we went back to 
the base camp at Swimmer's Delight, an idyllic camp- 
ground where the Van Duzen River rolls through the 
redwoods, to await news from the woods crews. This 
was the third prong of our three-pronged action. In 
addition to the people at the log gate rally and Scotia 
offices, there were also 50 activists in the woods, 
hoping to intercept PL and CDF officials as they 
made their inspection of the wilderness logging plan . 

Unfortunately, the woods crews had not done 
quite as well as the other two actions. Headwaters is 
logistically difficult to defend on the ground, because 
just getting there involves a long trespass hike over 
steep and rough terrain. Some of the routes are as 
long as ten miles, and go through clearcuts that do 
not provide any cover to hide demonstrators from 
company security or Stomper vigilantes. There are 
also five separate locked-gate entrances, making it 
hard to know where to blockade. 

Two people ended up turning back because they 
could not withstand the physical rigors of the hike. 
It was also hard for crews to find their way on this 
moonless night, and many ended up reaching the 
grove far later than expected. Attempts to blockade 
the gates failed because the PL and CDF officials left 
so early that they beat the demonstrators to the gate. 

Nonetheless, when the company and agency offi- 
cials went into the woods to mark the trees for 
cutting, they were delayed by slash-and-boulder bar- 
ricades in the log roads. And when they reached the 
grove, they found a large bapner hanging that read, 
"Headwaters Will Stand!" __ 

After the Tuesday demonstrations, about 80 out-of- 
towners stayed in the base camp for the rest of the week. 

hey spent the time, along with local guides, making 
r epeated forays into Headwaters, mapping, mon itoring 
arid familiarizing t hemselves w it h the forest, and stand- 
i ng in awe of this primeval wilderness, with ferns that 
tower over ynnr hea d and redwood trees 18-feet across. 
so blithe ly threatened by bu si nessmen who cannot 
comprehen d sacrednesL.A H in all, about 100 people 
virtually occupied Headwaters Forest for the week, 
tramihg and preparing for future actions. Because this 
time, The defense of Headwaters was accomplished in 
the political arena. Next time, we must be ready to 
defend it on the ground. 

If you would like to be notified of future action alerts 
for Headwaters Forest or other precious remnants of 
our redwood ecosystem, call us at (707) 468-1660. 


Court Update 

As the Journal went to press, the Environmen- 
tal Protection Information Center was going to 
court, seeking a preliminary injunction barring 
Pacific Lumber from salvage logging in the 3,000- 
acre buffer area surrounding the main Headwa- 
ters grove. Epic also sought protection for 1 79,000 
acres of land encompassing five other old-growth 
redwood groves. The main Headwaters grove is 
now off-limits to logging for marbled murrelet 
nesting season, which ends in September. 

The EPIC court case surrounds a clause in 
California law that allows timber companies to 
file for exemptions which permit salvage logging 
without having to file a timber harvest plan. This 
gaping loophole permits the timber company to 
|cut ten percent of the volume of standing dead 
rees, and remove an unlimited amount of 
[owned trees, with no environmental review or 
public oversight. For more information, contact 
EPIC at (707) 923-2931. 
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Columbus Come Home: 


Apaches and Italians Protest Mt. GrahamTelescope 



by Orso Stanco 

A growing Italian movement threatens to fi- 
nally sink the controversial Columbus telescope 
planned for the summit of Mount Graham and, in 
the process, make small amends for 503 years of 
European plunder on Turtle Island. Because the 
forces of greed die hard, the Arcetri Observatory 
of Florence, Italy has escalated its campaign to 
negate the opposition in order to 
secure $15 million for the telescope. 

In the coming weeks, in a decision 
that will have global implications, 
the Italian government will vote on 
the continuation of funding for the 
Columbus project. 

The Coordinamento Per la Difesa del 
Monte Graham, a coalition of cultural 
and environmental associations, 
including a fledging EF! group, has 
brought together educators and 
scientists to oppose the destruction of 
Mt. Graham by Italian astronomers. 

The groups recently hosted a 
delegation from the Apache Survival 
Coalition who garnered significant 
political and popular support. Official 
solidarity has come from numerous 
Italian cities including Rome and 
Genoa, the birthplace of Christopher 
Columbus. Even the Italian 
astronomical community is joining 
the struggle. They recognize this 
project as Arcetri's ploy to monopolize the bulk of 
funds for Italian astronomy projects and leave smaller 
observatories in the cold. 

On March 25, over 250 people marched through 
the streets of Florence to demand that Arcetri get off 
Mount Graham. Ola Cassadore-Davis, Chairwoman 
of the Apache Survival Coalition, led an eclectic 
group of activists, elfi (mountain people) and con- 
cerned Italians through the center of the famous 
cultural capital of Italy. The Apache representatives 
condemned Arcetri for perpetrating ecocide and 
cultural genocide against Native Americans. They 


also explained that the historical war against tradi- 
tional Native American religion by European 
colonialists continues even now. 

As the only remaining partner to the University of 
Arizona (UA) in the Columbus Project, Arcetri is no 
stranger to the decade-long fight for the preservation 
of Mount Graham. Once relatively immune to 
protests, Arectri has witnessed the disappearance of 
the thin veneer of respectability their once-grand 


March protesting the pope scope, Florence, Italy 

telescope had. The director of the Arcetri 
Observatory, Franco Pacini, has resorted to heavy- 
handed political tactics to deny, suppress and 
discredit Italian and international opposition to 
telescopes on Mount Graham. Pacini, a renowned 
Italian astronomer, has used mafia-style tactics to 
threaten public officials, slander the spiritual leaders 
of the San Carlos Apache people, force the 
cancellation of political and public meetings with 
the Apache, and orchestrate an effective media 
blackout of the controversy. Pacini has called the 
unanimous and mainstream environmental 


opposition to the telescope on Mount Graham 
"anti-science, fundamentalist environmentalism." 

Arcetri would be given high marks by the UA if 
they were to execute the plan laid out in the 1991 
UA-commissioned "Booz Allen report" which called 
for making traditional Apaches "isolated outliars"of 
the tribe. The latest move in this plan was meeting 
with the San Carlos Apache Tribal Council. It is 
interesting to note that this was the first attempt by 
the European astronomers to make 
contact with the tribe, despite years of 
resolutions, protests and political del- 
egations from the tribe pleading to 
stop the telescope plans. 

Accompanying Pacini to the meeting - ' 
was Father George Coyne of the 
Vatican observat ory, w h o just 3 years 
ago testified ^llT~courT )that Mount 
Graham was not sacred to the Apache 
people and declared that Apache 
spirituality "must be suppressed witl 
all the force that we can muster." 

During the brief meeting, Pacini 
pressed the Apache tribal chairman 
for a denunciation of the current 
Apache delegation in Italy, and stayed 
close to him in hopes of getting 
photographed together. The tribal 
councilmen told the astronomers that 
they respected traditional Apache 
religion and to go speak to the Apache 
people outside who had gathered in 
protest. The Apache tribal chairman 
further clarified his position by pointing out that 
Apache religious freedom is constitutionally 
protected and that the Italian astronomers and the 
UA had no right to deny them that freedom. 

A motion that could stop the funds for Arectri was 
introduced in the Italian parliament by the Italian 
Green Party and will be voted on after the middle of 
May. Support has come from each party in Italy's 
diverse political spectrum, and many Italian politi- 
cians see this as an historic opportunity to make a 
national gesture of respect for the religious freedom of 
Native Americans and for the wildness it represents. 


Brower and Foreman: 

Shakin’ Up the Club (We Hope...) 


Let the people we pay to compromise — the legislature — 
do the compromising... Everytime I compromise I lose. 

— David Brower, For Earth's Sake 

by Kimberly Dawn 

The 1995 Sierra Club elections for the Board of 
Directors (reported on in the last issue of the 
Journal) ended in a coup of sorts. David Brower, the 
"arch druid" of the conservation movement and 
Dave Foreman, co-founder of Earth First! were 
elected to the board. The current Club junta must 
be considerably distressed. Although some of us 
closet Sierra Club members were disappointed 
that other fine activists didn't make the board, 
such as Margaret Hayes Young, Chad Hanson, 
David Dilworth and Susan Shock, it is nonetheless 
exciting that Brower is once again on the board. 

Brower is known as a visionary with bold ideas 
and therefore his election to the board can be seen 
as a threat to the club's entrenched control-freak 
bureacrats. His life-long dedication to wilderness 
is well known. Brower's involvement with the 
Sierra Club began in 1933 when he first became a 
member and continued until 1969 when he was 
ousted as executive director over a dispute con- 
cerning the Diablo Canyon Nuclear Reactor. The 
Club wanted to support the construction of the 
reactor on the central Californian coast while 
Brower was very much against it. Years later the 
Club would reverse it's position on the Diablo 
Canyon reactor, but by that time it was too late. 


Brower went on to found Friends of the Earth, and 
Earth Island Institute and to co-found the League of 
Conservation Voters. In addition, he was respon- 
sible for ten units being added to the National Parks 
System and was involved with the creation of the 
Wilderness Act in 1966. 

Dave Foreman is certainly qualified to serve on 
the board of directors. After working for years in 
Washington as a Wilderness Society lobbyist, Fore- 
man and four others formed a new group in 1980 — a 
radical, no-compromise environmental group (sound 
familiar?). After leaving Earth First! started the conser- 
vation journal Wild Earth; he also formed the Wild- 
lands Project and Ned Ludd books. Whatever Earth 
First!ers think about Uncle Dave, one thing is certain: 
Sierra Club members are apparently more interested 
in voting for wilderness advocates than the elbow- 
rubbing, five- digit-paid environmentalists. 

Rumor has it that the current Club management 
asked Foreman to run on the board to dilute the 
reformer vote, and they didn't really want Fore- 
man anymore than they want Brower. If that's 
true, they must be absolutely squirming over the 
election results. I can't help but get a good laugh 
fromtheir predicament; it serves them right for 
playing politics when they should be spending 
their time and money working for the wild. I 
congratulate both David Brower and Dave Fore- 
man on their new positions on the board of direc- 
tors and look forward to positive changes within 
the Sierra Club. 


Victory 

Over 

UofA 


by Anne Carl 

The University of Arizona's (UA) plan to construct 
the Columbus Telescope on Mt. Graham has suf- 
fered a major setback. The 9th Circuit Court of 
Appeals upheld U.S. District Judge Alfredo Marquez's 
decision sustaining a permanent injunction against 
the project. The court ruled the project's impact on 
an endangered ecosystem must be studied further 
before construction could commence. 

Upholding Judge Marquez's decision, the appeals 
court ruled 2 to 1 that because the UA had changed 
the site of the Columbus project from the location 
originally specified by Congress, they must obtain a 
new environmental review. 

The opinion by Judge Arthur Alarcon said the site 
of the project was one of the terms of the 1988 law 
andcould not be changed without a full environ- 
mental review. He stated, "Congress did not indi- 
cate that the sites specified in [a map submitted by 
the government] could be changed at the discretion 
of the Forest Service." 

Campaigners on the issue are thrilled. As Dave 
Hodges of SEAC-SW put it, "This is an absolutely 
fabulous decision in the light of the fact that for 
many years the University has tried to ride roughshod 
over students, Apaches, environmentalists, endan- 
gered species and the mountain itself. This is UA's 
reward and it can't feel good." 
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The Chainsaw Hypocrite 

Wilderness Society President in Logging Scandal 


by Alexander Cockburn and Jeffrey St. Clair 

There is just one hope of repulsing the tyrannical 
ambition of civilization to conquer every niche on the 
whole earth. That hope is the organization of spirited 
people who will fight for the freedom of the wilderness. 

— Robert Marshall, at the founding of The Wilder- 
ness Society in 1930. 

Through late February and early March logging 
trucks carried $140,000 worth of old growth ponde- 
rosa pine and Douglas-fir from the private ranch of 
Jon Roush, president of The Wilderness Society and 
a man paid $ 1 25,000 a year to preserve that "freedom 
of the Wilderness" Robert Marshall pledged as the 
Society's credo 65 years ago. 

Roush logged off the 80- 
acre patch of old-growth and 
mature forest on his $2.5 mil- 
lion ranch outside the town 
of Florence in western Mon- 
tana at the moment when 
environmentalists had their 
backs to the wall, against a 
ferocious assault in Congress 
on federal laws protecting 
America's public forests. 

Roush's chainsaw massa- 
cre strips The Wilderness So- 
ciety of whatever shreds of 
moral authority still adher- 
ing to a name Marshall and 
his colleague Aldo Leopold 
made glorious. Not only has 
the Society's president 
flouted the preservation ethic 
he is paid to protect; he has 
also accomplished a timber 
cut nearly identical to one 
he prevented from occurring on federal lands ad- 
joining his ranch twelve years ago. Roush further- 
more appears to have breached state regulations 
regarding disposal of logging debris and federal 
rules governing road use. And he sold his timber to 
Plum Creek, which a Wilderness Society adviser 
once accused of "Nazi forestry. " 

The head of The Wilderness Society logging old 
growth in the Bitterroot Valley is roughly akin to 
the head of Human Rights Watch torturing a do- 
mestic servant. Roush's 736-acre ranch is bordered 
by the rugged Bitterroot National Forests. The area 
he cut is less than two miles from the boundary of 
a national wilderness area and well within the 
boundaries of the Salmon/Selway Ecosystem — the 
largest complex of wild land in the lower 48 states 
and home to elk, black bear, mountain lions and 
gray wolves. The ponderosa pine forest Roush logged 
grows on rolling lands above Sweeney Creek, a crisp 
stream that tumbles off the serrated, snowcapped 
peaks of the Bitterroot Mountains. Sweeney Creek is 
one of the purest streams of western Montana, the 
habitat of rare westslope cutthroat trout and bull 
trout. The bull trout is now being considered for 
listing as a threatened species, it's population de- 
cline linked to increased sedimentation in the river 
from logging. 

In 1983, Roush successfully sued the US Forest 
Service when it sought to cut trees in the Bitterroot 
Forest, citing the potentially disastrous effects that 
logging there might pose to streams and rivers in the 
area. Indeed, Roush amassed testimony from geolo- 
gists and foresters who said most of the Bitterroot 
Range area was unsuitable for logging. Back then 
Roush also complained about increased traffic from 
logging trucks on Forest Service roads that crossed 
both national forest land and his own property. It 
was these same roads that logging trucks used to 
haul off about 100 loads of timber from Roush's 
land following the latest cut. 

The Wilderness Society has denounced the Forest 
Service's road-building program as destructive cor- 
porate welfare, since logging companies often get 
federal subsidies to build the roads and then use 
them to reach clearcuts on national forest lands. In 
a recent Wilderness Society fundraising letter at- 
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tacking subsidies for timber sales and logging road 
construction, Roush railed against timber compa- 
nies that "measure the value of land only in dollars, 
in board-feet of lumber." 

Yet in one sale, Roush sold more timber than did 
the entire surrounding northern half of the 1.6 
million-acre Bitterroot National Forest last year. 
"Jon Roush is doing what environmentalists haven't 
allowed the Forest Service to do for three years in the 
Bitterroot: conduct a roadless-area timber sale," said 
Timothy Bechtold of the Ecology Center in Missoula. 

The site was logged by Sun Mountain Logging of 
Deer Lodge, Montana. It did a careful job as these 
operations go. Still, there's no way to disguise the 


ecological damage done: compacted soil, sedimen- 
tation in rivers, increased likelihood of landslides, 
lost habitat for elk, owls and northern goshawk. 

The darkest irony of this story concerns the pur- 
chaser of Roush's timber. Troy Anderson, a manager 
with Sun Mountain, tells us that the Roush logs 
were delivered to a dimensional sawmill in Pablo, 
Montana, owned by Plum Creek Timber. 

Plum Creek, a shadowy limited partnership re- 
cently spun off from Burlington Northern, is one of 
the leading exporters of raw logs in the Northwest, 
shipping 50 percent of the logs it cuts on its own 
lands to Japan and Korea without passing them 
through an American mill. It is also a nonunion 
operation and has decimated its work force during 
years of high profits. But it is Plum Creek's reckless 
treatment of the land that has made it the nation's 
most ecologically deviant timber company. The late 
Arnold Bolle, former dean of the University of 
Montana School of Forestry and a longtime adviser 
to The Wilderness Society, once described Plum 
Creek's slash-and-burn rampage across Montana as 
"Nazi Forestry." 

One particularly disturbing interlock here is with 
forester Jerry Franklin, a professor at the University 
of Washington and a member of the Wilderness 
Society's governing board. Franklin was the princi- 
pal architect of Option Nine, Clinton's corporate- 
friendly logging plan for the ancient forests of the 
Pacific Northwest. Several years ago Franklin was 
contracted by Plum Creek in an attempt to green wash 
its image. Behind the screen of Franklin's "new 
forestry," Plum Creek continued to log off two 
million acres of land across Montana, Idaho and 
Washington. By 1993 most of the mature forest on 
Plum Creek's land was clearcut and most of its 
smaller competitors driven out of business. Plum 
Creek now holds a virtual monopoly on all timber 
from public and private lands in Montana. After 
logging off nearly all the salable timber on its lands, 
Plum Creek has been loudly pressing for opening of 
Montana's six million acres of de facto wilderness 
on federal lands to intensive logging — a move that 
will probably doom the grizzly bear to extinction 
but bring the company tens of millions a year in 
federal timber subsidies. 


In March, Roush's predecessor at The Wilderness 
Society, George Frampton, now an Assistant Secre- 
tary of the Interior, fashioned a "conservation agree- 
ment" with Plum Creek permitting the company to 
traverse public lands and liquidate what's left of its 
old growth unrestrained by the Endangered Species 
Act, even though the area is home to the embattled 
grizzly. The Wilderness Society raised no opposition. 

Plum Creek has made a lot of money in the past 
three years, owing largely to the soaring values of 
private forestland, as grass-roots lawsuits smoth- 
ered the flow of federal timber sales. Of course, other 
large landowners benefited from this trend as well, 
including Jon Roush. Roush sold Plum Creek more 
than 400,000 board feet of timber. This winter the 
going price for ponderosa pine and Douglas-fir was 
between $350 and $550 per thousand board feet, 
meaning that Roush could have reaped at least 
$140,000 on his timber sale. 

Bill Bradt, a privately retained forester who marked 
the sale for Roush, claims the logging was designed to 
"improve 'the ecological conditions" of the forest 
stand. Bradt, a former Forest Service timber sale plan- 
ner, told us he'd taken instructions from Roush on the 
cut. He said the stand was "overstocked" and needed 
to be "thinned" in order to keep it healthy. He admit- 
ted, though, that it contained no dead or dying trees 
and suffered from no insect infestations. 

The idea that logging protects forests from fires, 
insects and disease has been discredited by forest 
ecologists, including scientists on the Wilderness 
Society staff. Jake Kreilick, an ecologist with the 
Native Forest Network who toured the Roush site on 
our behalf shortly after the completion of the log- 
ging operation, describes the landscape as being 
littered with big stumps and tall slash piles of 
lopped limbs and smaller trees. "The stand was 
heavily cut-over," Kreilick says. "It looks like they 
took most of the biggest and best trees and left only 
the smaller stuff behind. This isn't 'thinning' or 
ecoforestry; it's just an attempt to cash in on valu- 
able trees." 

Roush tells us that the cut was part of a separation 
settlement with his wife. He says he agreed in 
advance on the principles to be used in the logging. 
"If we had conducted the sale like a Forest Service 
sale, you'd be right to call me on it. But we did not." 
Astoundingly, Roush added, "The Wilderness Soci- 
ety wouldn't have much of a problem with the 
Forest Service if it logged in this manner." In fact, 
the Roushes cut the big trees and left the small 
ones — exactly what the Forest Service does in its 
so-called "health sales." Moreover, the Forest Ser- 
vice district adjoining Roush's ranch has sold only 
66,700 board feet of timber in the past three years, 
compared with Roush's 400,000 this winter. Roush 
claims that, unlike the adjacent terrain, his prop- 
erty is "not particularly sensitive." In fact, the 
Roushes logged off a low-elevation ponderosa pine 
forest, one of the rarest habitats in the Rockies. 
Roush said that the sale to Plum Creek was no cause 
for surprise. 

There's a striking moment in John Buchan's 
novel The Thirty-Nine Steps, where Richard Hannay, 
fleeing across the Scottish moors, at last stumbles 
into the house which he deems to be a sanctuary 
from his pursuers. His host suddenly "hoods his 
eyes like a hawk," the sign that Hannay has given 
himself over to the enemy. Thus it is with Roush's 
Wilderness Society. Fundraising mailers by the 
millions pour from the Society's headquarters in 
Washington. Thousands of Americans respond to 
Roush's impassioned appeals for money to save the 
wilderness. Meanwhile, Roush is selling out to 
lumber giants in Idaho, playing footsie with the 
Clinton administration in its plan to clearcut an- 
cient forests in the Pacific Northwest, and strip- 
ping his own lands of timber for private gain. 

It is time for Roush to go, and for The Wilderness 
Society to close its doors. They are now the 
wilderness's active foes. 

Reprint permuted by Wild Forest Review, PO Box 86373 
Portland, OR 97286. Subscriptions are $25 a year. 






Mark Davis Released 
From Prison!!! 

Hey! 

Just wanted to write a brief note to let everyone who is interested know what's going on. I am going to 
be in a halfway house in Phoenix for two months, starting April 20 (two days away as I write this — getting 
hard to sleep ... ) unless something weird happens. Which is possible but unlikely at this point, after 45 
months as a guest of the federal taxpayers most of the conventional methods of delaying release have 
already been exhausted and they'd have to get creative; and as true of most bureaucrats, that's likely to be 
too damn much trouble. So I'm probably going to be out when this is read. 

I don't know exactly what is going to happen next. I have a job in Phoenix for the time I will be there, 
and most likely can figure out something to do for $$$ once I go back to Prescott in June. I'm going to take 
a little time off to get reacquainted with my kids and friends and 
the landscape of my home, probably through the fall, and then 
back at it. Things aren't getting any better, as you are well aware, 
and there are very few of us resisting the killing. Now is no time to 
retire or give up, and I won't. Obviously, my methods of work will 
have to take into account the fact that I'll be an instant suspect in 
any monkeywrenching which takes place anywhere in the South- 
west. But I've got some ideas I'll be trying out which shouldn't get 
me thrown in the slammer again and might even be more useful 
in some ways. 

I want to thank all of you who helped me through some pretty 
bad times. We were popped in 1989, and the fallout from that has 
dominated my life ever since. During that time, before and during 
my imprisonment, there have been hundreds of people who have 
written me and sent money to various funds, done ceremonies, 
and sent prayers and love. I cannot possibly ever repay them, repay 
you. So all I can do is thank you and tell you that I will do my best 
to make sure the rest of my life is spent in a way which will make 
it seem like money and energy well invested. 

Anyone who wants to reach me can do so through an old friend 
in Phoenix: Mark Davis c/o Sat Ji Wan Singh, 322 E. Alvarado, 

Phoenix, AZ 85004 

With love and respect and always in Her service, 


— Mark Davis 

Editor's Note: Mark will soon be available for speaking engagements. 
He asked that people contact him at the above address and help him 
organize speaking events. 



IntheUSA: One outof every 176 people 
is now in prison. By the year 2000 there 
will be more than 2 million. (Huck 1995) 


Israeli Nuclear 
‘Rizsistgr Kidnapped 
& Jailed for 18 ypars 


Early this year, Mordechai Vanunu broke four 
years of silence by responding to one of the many 
hundreds of letters of support he has received in 
Ashkelon prison in Israel. He wrote four words, 
"Thank you very much." 

Vanunu, a former Israeli nuclear technician, is 
now in his ninth year of solitary confinement in 
a 6-by9-foot cell. He was imprisoned for provid- 
ing details of Israel's sophisticated nuclear weap- 
onry to London's Sunday Times in 1986. He 
received an 18-year sentence for espionage and 
treason charges, the result of a secret trial before 
an Israeli military court. 

Vanunu has been ignored by the mass media 
here in the US, perpetrating the fiction of a 
nuclear-free Israel. But a year prior to his abduc- 
tion and imprisonment by the Mossad (Israel's 
intelligence agency), he informed the Sunday 
Times that the Dimona Nuclear Plant in the 
Negev Desert processed enough plutonium to 
have produced as many as 200 atomic weapons. 
This would make Israel the world's sixth largest 
nuclear power. 

Several days before the story was printed, a 
female Mossad agent lured Vanunu to Rome, 
"where he was attacked by two men and held 
down while she injected him with a powerful 
analgesic. He was then chained and smuggled 
out of Italy in a cargo ship." 

Israel's nuclear business concerns us all, as does 
the freedom of Mordechai Vanunu. For more 
information contact the US Campaign to Free 
Mordechai Vanunu, 2206 Fox Avenue, Madison, 
WI 53711. 
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Moke Suppokt Weeded 


by Harmony Periman 
Shenandoah Valley LPSN 

The case of Leonard Peltier, perhaps 
the most extensively documented of 
the approximately 100 recognized US 
political prisoners, has had several 
breakthroughs during recent m onths. 

In October '94, Canadian Minister 
Alan Rock formally started a review of 
Peltier's case. This review could result 
in Canada rescinding its extradition 
of Peltier. Also in October, Peltier 
supporters were told that his clemency 
is currently the number one issue in 
the US Justice Department. 

The US Commission on Civil Rights 
became aware of the Peltier case in 
October as well. David Hill, a member 
of the Peltier Defense Committee's 
advisory board, gave a full presentation 
of the Peltier case. This meeting was 
followed up in January with a viewing 
of "Incident at Oglala." The 
Commission members are considering 
formally adopting the Peltier case. 

In November '94 US Attorney General 
Janet Reno changed the guidelines for 
release of government documents 
under the Freedom of Information Act. 
Under the new guidelines, no 
document can be withheld in its 
entirety or under exemption 7(d) if it 
does not specifically meet "confidential 
informant" status. The Peltier Defense 
Committee hopes to receive some 6,000 
pages of documents currently being 
withheld that pertain to the case. 

In December '94, the European 
Parliament issued a resolution in 


support of executive clemency or a 
commutation of sentence. The 
European Parliament is comprised of 
12 European nations. 

In January and February '95, the US 
has consistently focused on cases of 
FBI misconduct, particularly in the 
Randy Weaver case in Idaho. The 
Eighth District Court of Appeals called 
FBI misconduct in the Peltier case — 
including coercion of witnesses, 
perjury, fabrication of evidence, and 
suppression of evidence which would 
have proved innocence — a clear "abuse 
of the investigative process." 

Peltier helped the traditional Lakota 
people on the Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation defend themselves against 
a corrupt tribal government which 
was leasing and selling reservation 
lands for uranium, oil, and coal 
mining. The money from these 
transactions was pocketed by the 
members of the tribal government. 
Drive-by shootings, arson, beatings, 
and 100 unsolved/uninvestigated 
murders occurred during corrupt T ribal 
Chairman Dick Wilson's term, known 
as the "Reign of Terror." Wilson had 
the support of the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, and the FBI trained and armed 
a supportive "law enforcement" squad 
who audaciously named themselves 
the "Guardians of the Oglala Nation." 

Peltier and other American Indian 
Movement members (men, women 
and children) moved onto the 
reservation and helped residents chop 
wood, carry water, feed livestock, and 


carry out the daily essentials of living 
that became impossible during the 
"Reign of Terror." The AIM people 
came armed, and Wilson's people 
backed off a little — they didn't like 
having their fire returned. 

The day before the infamous shoot- 
out at Pine Ridge which led to Peltier's 
incarceration one-eighth of the 
reservation was sold for uranium strip 
mining. It is believed the shoot-out 
was specifically set up to draw 
attention away from the land sale, 
which was not discovered until years 
later and would have caused a great 
outcry from the residents. 

On June 26, 1975, a Coeur d'Alene 
Indian and two FBI agents were killed 
during a shoot-out on the Pine Ridge 
reservation. The agents came in 
unmarked cars, in plain clothes, and 
at high speed. The US Prosecuting 
Attorney has stated that it is not known 
who actually killed the two agents. 
There has never been an investigation 
in the death of the Native American. 

Peltier has served 19 years of two 
consecutive life sentences, having only 
been up for parole once, in 1993. He 
was told that, not only was parole 
denied, but that he would not even be 
eligible for consideration for parole 
for another fifteen years. 

Support for Peltier spans five 
continents, includes organizations like 
Amnesty International; the National 
Conference of Christians and Jews; 
leaders such as Desmond Tutu and 
Nelson Mandela; prominent public 


figures such as Robert Redford and 
Peter Matthiessen; and 26 million 
people who have signed a petition 
asking for executive clemency. 

Peltier's case has been well publicized 
on 60 Minutes, a PBS documentary 
entitled "Warrior: the Life of Leonard 
Peltier," a book by Peter Matthiessen, 
"In the Spirit of Crazy Horse," and a 
documentary available at most video 
stores, "Incident at Oglala." 

Peltier supporters have focused on 
flooding the White House with calls 
via the Comment Line (202) 456-1111, 
on writing government officials at all 
levels (requesting they send letters in 
support of clemency to President 
Clinton), and raising public awareness. 

For more information on the Peltier 
case, contact the Leonard Peltier 
Defense Committee at PO Box 583, 
Lawrence, KS 66044, (913) 842-5774, 
or in Virginia, the Shenandoah Valley 
Leonard Peltier Support Network at 
Rt. 3 Box 91, Lexington, VA 24450, 
(703) 464-8441. 


Peltier Weekend/ In DC 
June/25 £r 26 


DEMAND FREEDOM & JUSTICE 
FOR LEONARD PELTIER 

25th-Day of prayer in Lafayette Park on 
the anniversary of the Incident at Oglala 
26th-Educational Forum with speakers and 
entertainers 

Leonard Peltier Defense Committe 
POB 583, Lawrence, KS 66044 
(913) 842-5774 
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Timber Industry Welfare is 
Ecological Disaster 


by Mark Ottenad 

Recently, a majority of corporate-backed Republi- 
can Representatives and Senators voted in favor of 
what might best be termed "The Timber Industry 
Welfare Act of 1995-96" as an amendment to the 
much larger government spending bill for this year 
[see article next page]. The proposed law mandates 
the federal government's land management agen- 
cies, the Forest Service and Bureau of Land 
Management, to cut down — no matter what — sev- 
eral hundred thousand acres of public forests located 
in the Pacific Northwest over a two-year period. 

To prevent concerned citizens from derailing the 
give-away of public assets to corporate timber in- 
terests, this ignominious legislation suspends all 
environmental and procedural laws and strips away 
Americans' right to challenge in court this vast 
forest destruction. In a fiscally irresponsible move 
showing that their budget-cutting rhetoric is just a 
mask hiding continued corporate subsi- 
dies, the Republican's timber industry 
welfare act proclaims that logging may 
proceed even if it costs taxpayers money 
and does not generate sufficient funds to 
cover the government's direct costs — esti- 
mated by Congress at $750 million. So 
much for the Contract with America's 
proclaimed objective of deficit reduction 
and increased participation by citizens in 
the activities of government. 

The amendment utilizes benign terms 
like "salvage" logging and "forest health" 
to mask the devastation of public lands 
that include salmon spawning grounds, 
tourist attractions and domestic water- 
sheds. The timber welfare act continues a 
35-year partnership of wealthy mill own- 
ers and politicians who raid public natural 
resources for private benefit. The House 
version of the so-called salvage logging 
program forces the government to cut 6.2 billion 
board feet of public forests over the next two 
years — nearly double the total yield from the entire 
National Forest system — primarily in four Western 
states: Oregon, Washington, Idaho and Montana. 

Using simple sound bites easily digested by the 
media and an uninformed public, the pro-timber 
industry subsidy crowd offers spurious and su- 
perficial reasons for the destruction of public 
forests. Supposedly there is a crisis in "forest 
health" — an environmental emergency so ur- 
gent that we need to demolish the forests to 
make them healthy while suspending the laws 
that protect the environment, water, fish and 
wildlife. Scientists disagree, however, over the 
magnitude, and even the very existence, of the 
purported crisis in forest health. 

If there is a crisis, it stems from nearly half a 
century of mismanagement of our public lands: 
easy-to-access areas were high-graded, whereby 
the largest and healthiest stands of old-growth 
were logged off; soils were damaged by logging 
equipment and poorly-constructed roads; weaker 
and inappropriate tree species unadapted to arid 
conditions were allowed to move in or were planted 
by public land managers; and continuous fire sup- 
pression allowed dangerous levels of tinder fuels to 
accumulate that otherwise would have been peri- 
odically cleared away by nature with low-intensity 
burns. And now, Congress wants these same land 
managers — who "lose" an estimated $100 million 
annually to timber theft and fraud — to go hog wild 
cutting down trees willy nilly with no legal avenue 
for citizen oversight. 

The areas which are in fact most affected by 
human-induced stress of dead or dying trees are 
stands which were previously logged. Yet in order 
to meet the large quota of timber that Congress has 
mandated for the forest-extraction industry, 
roadless areas, steep canyons, areas adjacent to 
wilderness or parks, and headwaters forests — the 
most environmentally fragile and socially explo- 
sive locations — would have to be put on the 


chopping block. "Salvage" is defined very broadly 
in the timber industry subsidy bill to include any 
trees with some damage from or that are susceptible 
to fire or insect attack; speaking rhetorically, what 
trees aren't susceptible to a forest fire during a 
summer drought? 

Even some environmentalists might agree that, 
in certain select sites already cut-over where there 
are densely-packed stands of small or dead trees 
and dangerous accumulations of fuels, highly- 
selective thinning and controlled burns could be 
valid prescriptions. The accelerated time-frame, 
removal of environmental constraints, and lack of 
judicial review of the timber welfare act, however, 
prevent this kind of careful and scientifically cred- 
ible assessment from being made. 

Another false pretense offered in support of the 
timber industry subsidy act is that dead or dying 
trees are going to "waste" rotting in the forest and 
this is a real shame since some mills are "starving 


for timber. " As a matter of principal, it seems that 
the taxpayers should not have to feed a free- 
loading, private industry's over-production capacity 
or inefficient operation. For the past two decades, 
the number of mills and timber workers has been 
shrinking — despite rampant overcutting of public 
forests — due to modernization. Also, there is no 
timber supply crunch; our country each year ex- 
ports 8-9 billion board feet of timber, of which 80 
percent is raw logs and minimally processed wood 
products like pulp and chips. If Congress wants to 
increase the timber supply, it could ban or severely 
tax the export of this valuable, critical national 
resource — as Congress has done with oil, certain 
minerals, and select technologies. Historically, 
when Congress has mandated the dramatic escala- 
tion of logging on public forestlands, the market 
flooded with federal timber and prices were damp- 
ened, hurting private landowners. 

Additionally, those "wasted" rotting trees are 
actually the future source of soil nutrients and 
wildlife habitat that make our forests so produc- 
tive. Research from forests around the world 
demonstrates that removing rotting wood decreases 
soil productivity by removing crucial nutrients 
and organic humus. Downed, decaying wood also 
serves to prevent soil erosion and uncontrolled 
precipitation run-off, thereby helping watersheds 
to produce clean, sediment-free water. 

Yet another deceitful argument advanced for the 
unfettered assault on public lands is that the poor 
timber industry is hurting and unemployed loggers 
need jobs. Economic evidence, however, substan- 
tially counters these myths: The Northwest's top 12 
timber companies — accounting for the bulk of tim- 
ber production and the majority of timber 
workers — saw their earnings increase an average of 
150% in 1994 over 1993, with Georgia-Pacific Corp. 
having an increase of over 900 percent. Overall 
revenue or gross income was up 109 percent and 
employment held steady while productivity per 
worker increased. These are not signs of an industry 
hurting by any stretch of the imagination. 


While the call for more "jobs" is emotionally 
appealing, it does not justify destroying public 
forests. For the past 12 consecutive months, 
Oregon's unemployment rate has been at its lowest 
level in 25 years and has been consistently below the 
national average. Many rural areas throughout the 
state have lower unemployment rates now with 
curtailed federal timber sales than during the 
unsustainable logging days of the 1980s. 

Besides the deleterious effects to long-term tim- 
ber supply and private landowners, the 
environmental fallout from the logging explosion 
on federal lands would extend to other industries. 
Extensive logging and roadbuilding cause severe 
soil disturbances that increase erosion and sedi- 
mentation of waterways, smothering endangered 
salmon eggs and thereby contributing to further 
decline of the Northwest's once prolific salmon 
runs and the accompanying commercial and sport 
fishing industries. Sediment-laden waters pollute 
domestic water supplies, which forces mu- 
nicipalities to expend large sums building 
costly filtration plants. 

As soils become thinner due to logging- 
related damage and erosion and a lack of 
replenishing rotting organic material, 
their water-holding capacity decreases, 
which increases the likelihood of drought 
and catastrophic fire. Opening the forest 
canopy through massive logging further 
decreases humidity and increases aridity, 
which contributes to decreased late sum- 
mer in-stream flows and a lowered water 
table, thereby adversely impacting fish 
populations and irrigation-based agricul- 
tural industries. 

Although the Republicans offer fiscally 
conservative rhetoric wrapped in the flag, 
further examination of their actions re- 
veals service to their true masters — large 
corporations and wealthy individuals that 
benefit from the free-spending of federal dollars 
and the give-away of public assets. So while gov- 
ernmental programs that serve relatively defenseless 
groups — the poor, inner city school children, mi- 
norities, the elderly and public wildlife — are 
drastically cut, corporate welfare subsidies remain 
not only unscathed, but see increased funding 
despite the negative effects on the deficit. 

Some members of Congress, however, are fight- 
ing to eliminate corporate subsidies. Rep. George 
Miller (D-CA) has introduced the Public Resources 
Deficit Reduction Act of 1995 (HR 721), which 
would end federally subsidized logging, mining 
and grazing on public lands, resulting in savings to 
the taxpayers of $3 billion per year. Canceling just 
the entire federal timber welfare program — includ- 
ing the appalling "salvage logging" program and 
below-cost timber sales — would produce a savings 
of $700 million to $1 billion in 1995. 

By suspending federal laws, stripping away judi- 
cial review, and rushing the "salvage" logging 
program, timber industry supporters in Congress 
tacitly admit that they cannot achieve the inflated 
timber targets that the industry desires without 
damaging our water quality, endangered fisheries, 
wildlife habitat and even our due process. This 
kind of governmental activity — abusing public re- 
sources and suspending the laws for the benefit of 
a private industry, and preventing citizens from 
seeking justice in the courts — borders on fascism. 
Once the lawmakers become lawbreakers, it be- 
comes ever more tempting to suspend other laws, 
such as those protecting civil rights, consumers, 
workers and even public safety. Let's just hope that 
an outraged American public awakens before all 
the legacies of the Northwest — salmon, pure water, 
ancient forests, pristine mountains — are reduced 
to mere memories by our short-sighted, corrupt 
politicians. 

Mark Ottenad of Salem, Oregon, is the secretary and 
trail work coordinator for Friends of the Breitenbush 
Cascades. 
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Endangered Species Listings Suspended 

Legislating Death: G-Men on a Killing Spree 


by Chad Hanson and Craig Beneville 

The most cataclysmically destructive anti-envi- 
ronmental legislation ever to be conceived by the 
evil minds in Congress is about to reach Bill Clinton's 
desk. With a single scrawl of his pen, Clinton could 
rescind 25 years of environmental law. This legisla- 
tion, known as the Rescission Bill, contains provi- 
sions that would allow an unlimited amount of 
publicly owned ancient and native forest to be 
clearcut nationwide. It would also override all laws 
that protect our national forests from livestock, 
instigate the destruction of temperate rainforest in 
the Tongass National Forest in Alaska, and stifle 
environmental regulations concerning air quality, 
wetlands and toxic dumps. 

Tragically, this legislation is not an anomaly, but 
merely another example of the thugs that run our 
country betraying native biodiversity. Other legisla- 
tion that further threatens our remnant ecosystems 
and endangered wildlife is already signed into law. 
This is truly a critical juncture in the conservation 
movement. We must find a way to turn the tide. 

The Rescission Bill: Corporate Welfare 

The 1995 Budget Rescission Act is the spending 
cutback package offered up by Congress. Because the 
main intent of the bill is popular, it is a political gravy 
train for legislators who can tack on amendments or 
"riders" that have nothing to do with the bill itself. 

Perhaps the most heinous of these amendments is 
a salvage logging rider introduced by Charles Taylor 
(R-NC) and Norm Dicks (R-WA) in the House and 
Mark Hatfield (D-OR) and Slade Gorton (R-WA) in 
the Senate. While the House version mandates 6.2 
billion board feet be logged over the next two years, 
the Senate version does not limit the amount of 
forest destruction. The rider would annul all law, 
environmental or otherwise. In the name of "forest 
health," every tree, every acre of roadless areas 


would be on the chopping block, because the rider 
allows the unrestricted logging of anything "sus- 
ceptible to fire or insect attack." (As one observer 
wryly noted, this applies to any tree made of wood.) 
Clearcuts would no longer have any size restric- 
tions; single cuts could swell to thousands of acres 
if the agencies so desire. The Endangered Species Act 
would no longer apply to logging on public lands — 
mass species extinction would be imminent. Salmon 
gone. Grizzly no more. Good-bye wolf. The Forest 
Service and Bureau of Land Management would be 
limited only by how fast they can cut — and of 
course, by civil resistance. 

Disturbingly, the rider contains an extraordinary 
provision that allows the agencies to hire an unlim- 
ited number of private contractors, through unlim- 
ited spending, to get the cut out at breakneck speed. 
All hyperbole aside, the Gorton/Hatfield Logging 
Rider may be the single largest threat to native 
ecosystems in the history of this nation. Not surpris- 
ingly, its chief supporters in Congress receive huge 
campaign contributions from the timber industry. 
[See opposing page for more information] 

As if appeasing the timber beasts were not enough, 
another rider to the Rescission Bill, the Pressler 
amendment, will indefinitely suspend environmen- 
tal laws that control the damage caused by livestock 
grazing on national forest land. Over 4,300 (of 
almost 10,000 total) grazing permits expire this 
year. The amendment would require grazing permit- 
holders to continue grazing at levels set in 1985, 
even if those levels violate the law. Outrageous. 

Two more riders deal explicitly with the Tongass 
National Forest in Alaska. One overturns a 9th Circuit 
Court of Appeals injunction that halted timber sales in 
order to protect subsistence and commercial rights of 
Native Alaskans and recreational users. The other bars 
the Forest Service from establishing Habitat Conserva- 
tion Areas intended to protect hundreds of species 
from sliding toward extinction. 

Other amendments to the 
Rescission Bill are similar in 
their blatant disregard for 
democratic process and envi- 
ronmental sense. One rider pro- 
hibits the Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency from putting 
any more hazardous waste sites 
on the Superfund list for the 
rest of the fiscal year or until 
Superfund is reauthorized. Sev- 
eral riders undermine clean air 
regulations by making the regu- 
lation of tailpipe emissions 
from older cars more difficult, 
preventing the EPA from pro- 
tecting Californians from air 
pollution if the state fails to do 
so, and preventing states from 
implementing Clean Air Act 
provisions that reduce smog 
by restricting auto traffic in 
congested areas. 

Another rider prohibits the 
Agriculture Department from 
identifying wetlands on any 
farmland for the next 21 
months. The wetlands ban 
means that the government 
will subsidize farmers who il- 
legally fill wetlands or grow 
crops on such areas. 

The most bizarre rider pro- 
hibits the Department of the 
Interior from even looking for 
the endangered Alabama stur- 
geon. Bruce Babbitt recently 
declined to list the sturgeon, 
declaring it officially extinct. 
Babbitt and the rider were de- 
livered a black eye in mid- 
April when a local fisherman 
caught a sturgeon and brought 
it to the attention of an ich- 


thyologist conducting research nearby. The stur- 
geon was released after being photographed and 
having a tissue sample taken. 

When Congress returns from its recess in the begin- 
ning of May, the slightly different Senate and House 
versions of the bill will have to be reconciled in a 
Conference Committee primarily comprised of the 
worst timber pigs from both the House and the 
Senate. Whatever version the Conference Commit- 
tee decides upon must then be passed again by both 
the House and the Senate before it is sent to Clinton, 
possibly by the end of the first week of May. 

There are indications that Clinton — the amazing 
invertebrate hominid — has struck a deal with Re- 
publican leaders agreeing not to veto the Rescission 
Bill to which these riders are attached. Clinton may 
try to use other provisions of the Rescission Bill, 
such as California flood relief, to justify signing the 
whole package into law. 

This bill must be stopped. Please drop everything 
and help. Unless we expose this bill and generate 
public outrage immediately, it will quickly meta- 
morphose from a threat to a reality. Nationwide, we 
need demonstrations, actions, press conferences 
(particularly by diverse coalitions), letters to the 
editor, phone calls and faxes. 

Other Bad News 

Riders are not limited to the Rescission Bill. A rider 
attached to a Department of Defense (DOD) appro- 
priations bill, placed a moratorium on the listing of 
endangered species and the designation of critical 
habitat for listed species until October. Bill Clinton 
signed the bill, introduced by Republican Kay Bailey 
Hutchison of Texas, on April 11. For the first time 
since the passage of the Endangered Species Act 22 years 
ago, endangered species listings have been halted ! 
Hutchison justified the amendment by saying that 
enforcement of the act had gone "too far" and that 
the ESA needs a "time out" for radical restructuring. 
The link with the DOD appropriation apparently 
signals that the Republican's have consummated 
their ideological shift, replacing the threat of com- 
munist insurgence abroad with the threat of domes- 
tic insurgents — who take the form of warblers and 
kangaroo rats. 

The above-mentioned Alabama sturgeon is just 
one example of the many species that stand to lose 
from this legislation. The US Fish and Wildlife 
Service already has a backlog of 3,000 species 
needing attention — 600 of which are critically im- 
periled and need immediate attention. The real 
intent of the bill is to delay the listing of controver- 
sial species, such as the bull trout and the Alabama 
sturgeon, until after the coming assault on the 
Endangered Species Act. 

In a similar vein, the Regulatory Reform Bill is 
waiting to have its differences ironed out in Confer- 
ence Committee before going to the President's 
desk. This bill places a moratorium on all regulation 
until 1996. The ESA was openly identified as one of 
the main targets of the legislation. Because nearly 
all decisions under the ESA are promulgated through 
rules, further enforcement of the ESA would be 
revoked if Clinton signs this legislation. 

Legislation many environmentalists refer to as 
the "unholy trinity": takings, unfunded mandates 
and risk assessment, is also becoming law. Clinton 
signed unfunded mandates legislation on March 
22. Risk assessment and takings legislation con- 
tinue to wend their way through Congress. If the 
trinity passes, the Contract on America's war on the 
environment will be complete; environmental law 
will become irrelevant due to the morass of bureau- 
cracy and financial obligation imposed on it. 

We must stop this madness. Somehow we have to 
recapture the spirit of ethical obligation that the 
Endangered Species Act and other environmental 
laws once embodied. We must restore the ecological 
compact. For even though these laws have not 
stopped the destruction, they have helped to slow 
it. Imagine what the past 25 years would have been 
like if we had no law. If we don't act now, that image 
will soon be reality. 


Guerrilla Media 


HATE WILDLIFE? 



You'll LOVE what the 
"Contract with America" 
is doing! 


Hidden in the fine print of the “Contract with America” are 
measures that will permit massive timber cuts in America’s last Wild- 
lands, will authorize oil & gas drilling in the heart of our premier 
Wildlife Refuges, and will give big business unrestricted access to 900 
million acres of public lands. Today, the Endangered Species Act is 
being dismantled to feed the voracious appetites of industries who 
stand to make huge profits while destroying the environmental qual- 
ity upon which the health of these species and all of us depends. 

If you hate wildlife, do nothing. If not, call or write your 
Congresspersons and The White House today and tell them to 
stand behind current laws that protect threatened species and 
their habitat. 


Senators or Representatives 
Senate/House, Wash., DC 20510 
202-224-3121 


President Clinton 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave., Wash., DC 20500 
202-456-1111 fax 202-456-2461 


sponsored by the Biodiversity Legal Foundation 


On May 1, the Biodiversity Legal Foundation launched a major media campaign to 
counter the Contract with America. Free camera-ready ad copy is available to 
grassroots groups or individuals who wish to purchase ad space locally. To order ads 
or to help out with a much-needed financial donation, contact the BLF at PO Box 
18327, Boulder, CO 80308-8327. 
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PEDRO RIVER 


by Robin Silver 

On March 1, 1995, the Department of 
Defense recommended continuing the mas- 
sive expansion of Ft. Huachuca military 
base. This decision is now the primary threat 
to the survival of the San Pedro River in 
southeast Arizona. 

The river is home to the most extensive 
surviving expanse of the rarest forest type in 
North America, the cottonwood/willow or 
broadleaf riparian association forest. Only 

0.8 percent of the historical total of cotton- 
wood/willow forest has survived in Arizona. 

The ecosystems associated with the San 
Pedro River are some of the richest in 
North America. The area supports 517 spe- 
cies of animals (82 mammals, 27 fish, 43 
reptiles and amphibians, and 365 different 
birds). More mammal species are found 
along the San Pedro than anywhere else in 
the US. 

Twenty-five of the species found along 
the San Pedro are so rare they are already 
in need of federal protection. The San 
Pedro River is critical for the long-term 
survival of at least seven species: the south- 
western willow flycatcher, razorback sucker, desert pupfish, lo- 
ach minnow, spikedace, Gila topminnow, and western yellow- 
billed cuckoo. 

Dams, cattle grazing, and water pumping are the primary reasons 
for the loss of river habitat in the Southwest. Cattle eat the young 
cottonwood and willow sprouts so that no new growth is sustained 
which will replace older trees. Dams inundate large areas of habitat 
and prevent seasonal flooding that is essential for the seeding and 
establishment of new cottonwood and willow trees. Seasonal flood- 
ing is also essential to cleanse the riverside soil of salts that accumu- 
late along southwestern rivers. With no cattle or dams, and with the 
most extensive surviving expanse of viable cottonwood and willow 


forest, the San Pedro is truly the last living 
river in the Southwest. 

Unfortunately, excess water pumping is 
now the single greatest threat to the San 
Pedro River. Multiple reports and studies 
have confirmed the connection between 
the river and the San Pedro aquifer from 
which the Sierra Vista/Ft. Huachuca area 
pumps its water. Flows in the river are 
already decreasing because of this pump- 
ing. The military assigned to Fort Huachuca 
and their dependents already account for 
nearly one-half of the area's population. 
Expanding the base would further suck the 
river dry. 

The Department of Defense decision to 
continue the massive expansion of Fort 
Huachuca, and thereby kill the San Pedro 
River, must now be reviewed by the civil- 
ian, presidentially appointed Base Realign- 
ment and Closure Commission. By June 
30, 1995, the Commission must review 
and change, or approve all Defense Depart- 
ment decisions. 

To help save the San Pedro, write to 
Chairman Alan Dixon, Base Realignment 
and Closure Commission, 1700 N. Moore 
St., Suite 1425, Arlington, VA 22209, fax (703) 696-0550. Ask 
Chairman Dixon the following two questions: 

1. Will the BRAC Commission respect the fact that Ft. Huachuca 
is the greatest threat to the survival of the San Pedro River? 

2. Will the Defense Department be allowed to destroy an irre- 
placeable public treasure like the San Pedro River for a military 
mission that can be accomplished elsewhere without such devas- 
tating environmental impacts? 

If you are able, please also donate to the Southwest Center for 
Biological Diversity's ongoing efforts. Make checks payable to 
Southwest Center for Biological Diversity, PO Box 39629, Phoenix, 
AZ 85069-9629. All contributions are tax deductible. 



Ward Valley Direct Actions Imminent 


by Joe Blackburn, Desert Citizens Against Pollution 

Civil rights activist Vernon Johns said, "If you see a good fight — 
get into it. " With legal and legislative remedies wearing thin, direct 
action looms as the only plausible device to halt the Ward Valley 
Nuclear Dump, planned for the beautiful Ward Valley in south- 
eastern California's Mojave desert. The plans call for the dumping 
of "low-level" nuclear waste (i.e. everything but spent fuel rods) in 
unlined trenches a mere 20 miles from the Colorado River. Ward 
Valley is also designated "critical habitat" for the endangered 
desert tortoise. 

The entire process of finding a site for this dump has been the 
epitome of corporate/state sleaze. The project's massive ad cam- 
paign, corresponding letters to the editor and "news release" 
disinformation promoted the need for the dump as a medical 
waste facility, when in fact over 90 percent of the waste would be 
from power plants. In fact, the dump is part of a plan to clear away 
existing unsafe power plants, chop them up and dump them in 
trenches in the desert. This makes the way for "new" nuclear 
power plants that come on-line so safe that they come pre- 
delivered with a Nuclear Regulatory Commission approved Envi- 
ronmental Impact Report (EIR) which excludes both the commu- 
nity siting process and local challenges. 

The designated operator of the Ward Valley 
nuke dump, US Ecology, is not new to the 
business. US Ecology has operated four other 
sites to date. Two have been shut down due to 
off-site contamination. The other two are also 
leaky, but still operating. 

The National Academy of Sciences (NAS) is 
expected to release a report any day now that 
will discount the concerns expressed by re- 
spected scientists at the United States Geo- 
logical Survey (USGS). In a paper known as 
the Wilshire Report, the USGS documents 
five surface water paths to the Colorado 
River from the proposed dump which the EIR 
claims don't exist. The report also lays out 
scenarios based on future well-pumping ac- 
tivity that could provide more immediate 
underground water transport to the river 
than the EIR considers. 

At least 13 of the 17 scientists on the NAS 


panel have conflicts of interest; they work for dumpers that plan 
to use Ward Valley, the Department of Energy or its contractors, 
another dump (Sierra Blanca in Texas), or the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission which establishes siting criteria and regulates nuclear 
waste dumps. 

An attempted llth-hour move by the Bush administration to 
transfer the Ward Valley land to the State of California Dept, of 
Health Services (DHS) was forestalled by an Endangered Species 
Act lawsuit. However, the DHS has gone on to license the "low- 
level" nuclear waste dump despite Governor Wilson's promise 
that a full hearing before an adjudicatory panel would be held with 
expert testimony from environmentalists. A California Environ- 
mental Quality Act (CEQA) lawsuit currently has the DHS answer- 
ing issues brought forth in the Wilshire Report. 

Affinity group formation and preparation is underway. Tempera- 
tures reached 127°F once last summer in this part of the desert, but 
Seeds of Peace will be preparing great vegan, organic foods that will 
help sustain blockaders, as will clear, pure, desert well water. The 
desert tortoise and the bighorn sheep need your help in keeping 
the water that way, as do the local people (the local indigenous 
people, Chemehuevi and Aha Macaw, have been vehemently 
opposed to this proposal). 


f California Endangered Species ' 
Act Gutted by Governor Wilson 

California Governor Pete Wilson has launched an all-out attack on the 
California Endangered Species Act (CESA). First, in the wake of the 1995 winter 
storms, he suspended protection of threatened and endangered species until the 
year 2000 if any county declares an emergency! "Emergency" is loosely defined, 
including, but not limited to, natural disasters and actions to prevent possible 
future disasters. Second, he plans to completely eliminate CESA and replace it 
with a new version (CA SB131), creating enormous loopholes and rendering it 
meaningless for species protection. The new process will de-list all species by 
2001! It will redefine "take" of a species so that habitat destruction is not 
considered, and it aims to eliminate native plant protections. 

Stop the attack on CESA! Write/call members of the State Senate Natural 
Resources Committee to stop the emergency suspension. Write/call the CA State 
Legislators to urge them to oppose SB 131.The address is State Capitol, Sacra- 
mento, CA 95814. 
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Alaskans Fight Cook Inlet Oil Drilling 



On March 7, over 400 residents of Homer, Alaska 
packed a meeting of the Department of the Interior's 
Mineral Management Service (MMS). The crowd 
assembled to testify against Lease Sale 149, the 
MMS proposal to open two million acres of Lower 
Cook Inlet to oil drilling. MMS documents predict 
a 87 percent cumulative probability of two or more 
major oil spills and a 100 percent probability of 
minor spills. 

Cook Inlet is surrounded by four national parks 
and five national wildlife refuges. The waters of 
Lower Cook Inlet support McNeil River bears, 
endangered North Pacific humpback whales, 
threatened Steller sea lions, seabird colonies and 
foraging areas, several million marine birds in the 
surrounding area, the world-famous Kenai River 
salmon, multi-million dollar commercial and rec- 
reational fisheries, subsistence communities and 
native villages, a thriving tourist industry, a cul- 
turally diverse human population, and stable 
economies. 

This area is still recovering from the Exxon Valdez 
Oil Spill. On March 24, 1989, the Exxon Valdez 
spilled 1 1 million gallons of crude oil which spread 
throughout Prince William Sound, Cook Inlet and 
Shelikof Strait. Full recovery from the extensive 
environmental damage and human suffering will 
require freedom from additional oil pollution. Oil 
and Gas Lease Sale 149 guarantees water and air 
pollution for Lower Cook Inlet. 

Lower Cook Inlet is one of the world's most active 
volcanic and seismic regions. The inlet also has 
extremely unpredictable waters and weather condi- 


tions. Cook Inlet has the second 
most severe tides on the continent 
and winds can race to 100 knots. 

Oil companies operating in Upper 
Cook Inlet regularly violate the Clean 
Water Act. Trustees for Alaska and 
other environmental groups uncov- 
ered 4200 violations over the past 
eight years and announced their in- 
tent to file a lawsuit against the com- 
panies. Only then did the EPA cite 
over 800 violations. They may fine 
these violators $1.5 million. 

Oil industry proponents claim 
that the US needs Alaskan oil for 
energy independence. They say it's 
a matter of national security. At 
the same time, oil companies and 
legislators are pressuring the fed- 
eral government to allow Alaskan 
North Slope oil to be exported to 
foreign countries. Drilling for Alas- 
kan oil is motivated by profits, not 
national security. Furthermore, 
while oil companies will get richer, 
they will destroy a stable and sustainable fishing 
and tourism economy. Ironically, the MMS says 
the Lower Cook Inlet holds, at most, enough oil to 
meet the country's oil needs for two months — a 
minimal gain for such a tremendous loss. 

Letters and calls to the Interior Department are 
urgently needed. Send to Secretary of the Inte- 
rior Bruce Babbitt, US Department of the Inte- 


"WATER FOUE 

rior, 1849 C St., NW, Washington, DC 20240. 
Information regarding proposed Lease Sale 149 
can be obtained by calling Ray Emerson, Project 
Chief — Sale 149, EIS, Minerals Management Ser- 
vice, (907) 271-6652. 

For more information, contact Alaskans for 
Clean Water, PO Box 2666, Homer, Alaska 99603. 


Death and Plastic on Padre 
Island National Seashore 

A walk on the beaches of the Padre 
Island National Seashore on the Gulf 
of Mexico might not be a cheery first 
date for Texans. The unique tides and 
currents along the 70-mile long stretch 
of beach make for thicker heaps of 
seaborne garbage and toxic waste than 
anywhere else on the Gulf: over 200 
tons of trash washes in from offshore 
oil and gas platforms, refineries, 
shrimpers and commercial tankers 
each day. Every year about one mil- 
lion gallons of oil are spilled into the 
Gulf, killing plankton and the eggs of 
marine life. The cancer rate in Texas is 
among the highest in the nation, and 
three corporations who own mineral 
rights on the seashore are currently 
suing the Park Service for regulating their resource access and extraction 
procedures, so pollution could increase. 

It's hard to believe, but yes, it could get worse for five threatened and 
endangered species of sea turtles. In 1994, 520 of these magnificent 
creatures were found dead on Padre Island. Some of these mortalities were 
linked to ingestion of plastic garbage or chemically laden fish, as is the 
case with countless other marine animals found dead on shore, yet 
statistically, the largest killer of the sea turtle is the shrimp net. For every 
one pound of shrimp caught, ten pounds of "trash fish" are tossed back 
over the side dead. 

Via radar and satellite, a three-mile (from shore) fishing limit estab- 
lished in the US portion of the Gulf could prevent a substantial number 
of turtle deaths. In Florida this limit already exists. Another method of 
saving the sea turtle is a "Turtle-Safe Shrimp" campaign, which would 
push shrimpers to let turtles out of their nets (with excluder devices, 
called TEDs) so that they could market their shrimp as Turtle-Safe. For 
more information regarding this new campaign contact Earth Island 
Institute, Sea Turtle Restoration Project, 300 Broadway Suite 28, San 
Francisco, CA 94133, phone (415) 788-3666, fax (415) 788-7324, E-mail: 
earthisland@igc.apc.org. 

Earth Island Institute is also encouraging everyone to write a short letter 
or postcard to the National Marine Fisheries Service requesting a three-mile 
limit for all net fishing in the Gulf of Mexico. Send a copy to your 
Congressional representative, too. 

National Marine Fisheries Service, Silver Spring Metro Center 3, 1315 East- 
West Highway Silver Spring, MD 20910. Or, call Scott Smullen in Public 

Affairs at (301) 713-2370. _ _ 

— CONDENSED FROM C ALL TO ACTION 



MTV IN DESERT DESTRUCTION SCHEME 




j 




If you thought MTV was 
cool, think again. They are 
sponsoring "Eco-Chal- 
lenge," a 370-mile 24- 
hour-a-day race through 
some of the Southwest's 
most pristine wilderness 
areas including Native 
American sacred sites. Also 
sponsored by Hi-Tec 
Sports, Timex and other 
corporations, the event in- ^ * 

volves 50 five-person 
teams competing with 
their feet, mountain bikes, horses, rock 
climbing equipment, kayaks, rafts and 
canoes, and includes support person- 
nel and vehicles, at least two helicop- 
ters, and untold numbers of specta- 
tors and media representatives. 

The race course travels through 
breeding grounds of peregrine falcons 
and bighorn sheep; delicate vegeta- 
tion and cryptogamic crusts (soil which 
can take decades to recover once 
trampled upon); easily polluted bod- 
ies of water; and across areas where 
fragile artifacts are commonly found 
on the earth's surface. 

"This is a very dangerous precedent, " 
says Sally Cole, archaeologist and rock 
art researcher. "Now every time a 
promoter wants to make money off 
these lands, all they have to do is call 
their event Eco- something, take a cam- 
era out there, and then it's up to us to 
try to pick up the pieces." The race is 
also being promoted as allowing par- 
ticipants to travel "in the footsteps of 
the Anasazi, the Navajo and the Ute," 
falsely suggesting that Native Ameri- 
cans have sanctioned the race. 

Race promoters received approval 
from the Bureau of Land Management 
to hold the event in southeastern Utah 
between April 25 and May 6. Sponsors 
told the BLM the event would be used 



to "promote an environmental mes- 
sage," but the message is directly con- 
tradicted by the sponsors' complete 
insensitivity to the fragile desert eco- 
system. 

The opposition worked diligently to 
persuade sponsors to pull support or 
at least to agree to reroute the race 
along a more environmentally sensi- 
tive path. They even mapped out an 
alternate route. In the end, only 
Mitsubishi Motor Sales of America 
withdrew when the alternate route 
was passed over. It seems Mitsubishi is 
in enough hot water already from their 
tropical rain forest destruction. They 
are trying to do damage control on 
their bad reputation. 

In spite of well-organized opposi- 
tion, the race was underway at press 
time. The opposition is now request- 
ing that people flood MTV and their 
parent company VIACOM with calls, 
faxes and letters of protest demanding 
that the event not be aired. 

Please contact them at MTV, 10 
Universal City Plaza, Universal City, 
CA 91608, phone (818) 505-78001, fax 
(818) 505-7817; VIACOM Interna- 
tional, Mr. Carl Folta, Corporate Pub- 
lic Relations, 1515 Broadway, NYC, 
NY 10036, phone (212) 258-6000, fax 
(212) 258-6100. 
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Killings Resume in Clayoquot 


by Julie Draper andthebea 

Mother black bear is awake. Her brand new babies one guide 
have nuzzled her out of dreamtime and into the morning tc 
present. They've been aroused by the birdsongs and the bush v 

humming of bees, and are anxious to sniff and roll, their shout 

explore and experience all the wonders of life that to the Wild 
await them. She is hungry, ravenously so, and is so that p 
anxious to fill that huge black bear belly that comfortabl 
nourished her and her babies all winter. In Clayoquot condoning 

Sound, she will lead them to the shorelines, and she fantastic. 1 
will begin consuming 1 1 - 1 8 pounds of shellfish and being slaug 

vegetation every day to satisfy her hunger. this, Bear i 

In the springtime, hungry black bears are easy commercia 
targets for anyone wanting to kill them. Perhaps that couches as 
is why the black bear hunt opens April 1 in British from a gun 
Columbia. Blowing away animals is big business in Now the 
BC, and this province is divided up into hundreds of and we lear 

guide outfitting territories. Any non-resident includes Cl 

hunter of BC must hire a guide to take him f busin 

on his killing excursion. Many \ • j 

brochures brag about the successful c y J 

kill, getting the Big One, the 

trophy. A guaranteed black bear ^ ~ | X l . 

kill generally costs $3000 <v ^ 

(Canadian) and translates into 
armchair killing, since these 

"sportsmen" are not hungry, and / Yl 

they do not track the bear through ■ \\ 

the bush. They stay in motels, eat X'j'V X II 
restaurant food and ride around in \ II 

boats or 4-wheel drives to take the life \ Jm* 
of a bear. These people get off on (7 

killing and taking the head 
and hide home to satisfy 

outfitting territories 

owned and bear kills get /, I Jy V 

advertised for sale abroad 

in government publications. — - 

In 1 988, people in Clayoquot 

Sound, Vancouver Island, took a r - — - — 

stand and began interfering with » -yrfbv gu*s -jfiarip 

these hunts. Bear Watch was formed. 

Patrolling the Sound's numerous inlets by boats, we call us ahea< 

discouraged guide outfitters and their clients by involves wi] 
motoring alongside them, blaring horns to warn the very often 
bears. These actions led to convictions for advised tot 
"Interfering with a Legal Hunt" and fines. cannot corr 

In 1992, we managed to take a "trophy" from are doing to 
some American hunters, the head and skin of what disgusted ai 
was a beautiful, healthy male bear. It was taken to a whose bodi 
native family where a ceremony of respect was Bear Wat< 
performed for the bear's spirit, and then laid to rest bears in BC 
in a cave. Activists were convicted and fined for 18,000 lice] 
"Theft over $1,000," "Criminal Mischief," and non-reside 
"Dangerous Operations of a Marine Vessel." Public informatioi 
awareness grew around the media coverage of these Watch at (8 
actions, and support began pouring in for Bear Post Office, 
Watch. 

As the 1994 spring hunt opened in Clayoquot Editor snot 
Sound, dedicated bear defenders rose at 4 am every clients had 
morning , to place themselves between the hunters "safari-clubs 


and the bears. Although our actions had discouraged 
one guide from returning, we were horrified one 
morning to find some local hunters coming out of 
the bush with a bear's head and skin draped over 
their shoulders. We decided to take the bear's carcass 
to the Wildlife Branch in the capitol city of Victoria, 
so that politicians could come out of their 
comfortable offices and see what they've been 
condoning. Public response to this action was 
fantastic. People were outraged that bears were 
being slaughtered for entertainment. In the wake of 
this, Bear Watch produced a 30-second television 
commercial that had viewers literally gripping their 
couches as footage of a black bear writhing in agony 
from a gunshot filled their TV screens. 

Now the 1995 spring hunting season is upon us 
and we learned that the guide outfitting territory that 
includes Clayoquot Sound has been sold to a Mexican 
businessman. He paid $400,000 and is currently 
killing bears to make his money back. 
y Hunters book these bear hunts by 

' calling or writing Alberto Alarcon 

l ... ^ (director), Zarco Wildlife 

Company, 204 Flecha Lane, 

8 edo, Texas 78041, (210) 

7-2221; or Zarco's 
:rmist, Mike Chain, at 
17-8070, fax (405) 741- 
free to call them and tell 
u feel. 

itch's strategy for this 
as bear advocates camped 
ategic sites in the Sound 
rording movements and 
behaviors of bears in 
their area. If hunters 
approach, people 
/ will attempt to 
prevent the killings. 
Presently Bear 
Watch has people 
amping in bear territory, 

: positions will need filling 
the end of the spring 
ir season, June 15. Anyone 

interested in this activity is asked to 
call us ahead of time at (800) 836-5501. This research 
involves wilderness camping and boat experience in 
very often hard-core west coast weather, so one is 
advised to be prepared for adverse conditions. If you 
cannot come to BC, learn what guides and hunters 
are doing to the wildlife in your backyard. You will be 
disgusted and empowered to act in defense of those 
whose bodies are on the line. 

Bear Watch's bottom line is to stop the killing of 
bears in BC. This providence annually sells up to 
18,000 licences to residents and another 2,000 to 
non-residents to kill black bears. For more 
information and a copy of our newsletter, call Bear 
Watch at (800) 836-5501 or write Box 405, Ganges 
Post Office, Salt Spring Island, BC, VOS 1 E0, Canada. 

Editor's note: At press time, the Zarco Wildlife Company's 
clients had killed nine large black bears classified as 
"safari-club sized, " in justtwo and a halfdays in late April. 


GIANT Black Bear Killed for Liking Honey 


by Biodiversity Crisis Intervention 

Mega-Bear, the biggest known black bear ever 
found in southwest Oregon was shot and killed by 
a beekeeper in April. Elvin Burns told Oregon State 
Police that Mega-Bear had been damaging his hives 
for over a year and he finally got fed up. The killing 
of bears and other wild animals by landowners is 
permitted under Oregon law if the animal is causing 
"damage" to property. Mega-Bear weighed in at 600 
pounds and had a history of pursuing human foods. 
(The average weight of an adult black bear is 350- 
400 pounds.) Mega-Bear was very large for a modern 
day black bear indicating the existence of prime 
habitat in the area. 

In 1993 Mega-Bear tore the door off a rural resi- 
dence in search of food and was subsequently tran- 
quilized and moved. An array of nonlethal preven- 
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tative tools are available to farmers in this kind of 
situation, yet they may not have dissuaded Mega- 
Bear from munching the bee hives. In the final 
analysis, people like Mr. Burns must decide if he will 
share some of his honey. 

Over the last decade many observers, including 
Forest Service biologists and law enforcement per- 
sonnel, have noticed a rapid decline of bear sightings 
in roaded areas. Hunters access bears from roads 
causing populations to recede and squeeze into 
unroaded areas, now under threat of road building 
and logging. 

The lessons from Mega-bear's demise strike at the 
heart of the question of our willingness to share the 
earth. If humans don't learn to give up our absolute 
dominance, bear stories will soon be nothing but fairy 
tales. Mega-Bear will be missed but not forgotten. 


Wolverines Nipping 
at Babbitt's Heels 

by Jasper Carlton 

The Biodiversity Legal Foundation filed suit in 
Federal District Court in Denver April 17th against 
Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt. The 
Foundation charged Babbitt with violating the 
Endangered Species Act by failing to issue a ruling on 
the Foundation's petition to include the wolverine 
under the act. The Foundation contends that the 
species is biologically threatened in almost all of its 
known historic range in the contiguous United States 
due to dangerously low population levels, continued 
habitat destruction, restricted range, trapping and 
inadequate government protection. 

The law requires Babbitt to decide whether listing 
may be warranted and to initiate a comprehensive 
status review for the species. The finding is now 
over 150 days overdue, prompting this lawsuit. 

The primarily nocturnal wolverine is the largest 
member of the terrestrial weasel group and an 
effective scavenging predator of the cool, coniferous 
forests of North America. Due to its power and large 
feet, it is able to run faster than its prey across soft 
snow and hunt other animals much larger than 
itself, such as small deer. It remains active throughout 
the year, even during the most severe winter weather. 

The wolverine's historic range extended from 
Alaska and Northern Canada south along the Rocky 
Mountains to Arizona and New Mexico. Today, its 
range in the lower US is severely restricted in the 
Northern Rockies and parts of the northwest. It now 
teeters on the threshold of extinction in the Southern 
Rockies, and the species has not shown an acceptable 
level of recovery even in the Greater Yellowstone 
Ecosystem. Due to its vast expanses of undisturbed 
national park and wilderness lands, the Glacier/Bob 
Marshall Ecosystem ad j acent to Canada in northwest 
Montana may be one of the few areas that support 
a healthy wolverine population. 

The elusive wolverine was historically hunted for 
its thick fur, which was used for trimming and 
lining garments, but it currently has a relatively low 
value as a fur bearer. It was extensively persecuted 
for alleged depredation on deer and livestock and 
for raiding baited traps. The species continues to be 
threatened by trapping, poisoning activities (even 
when aimed at other species), habitat degradation 
from logging, mining, road construction, and 
intense human recreational activities. 

As a low density species, the wolverine's low 
reproductive rate, high juvenile mortality and 
irregular breeding patterns make the wolverine more 
vulnerable to local extinctions and habitat loss. 



Surprisingly, the rare mammal continues to be 
legally trapped in Montana. Additionally, Montana 
allows a legal trapping season on the lynx and 
fisher, two species also in serious decline (see article 
page 25). The Foundation has called for an 
immediate halt to this practice. The few areas with 
healthy populations should be used as reservoirs for 
the reintroduction and augmentation of wolverines 
in other areas. 

Wilderness and remote, roadless country where 
human activity is limited is essential to healthy 
wolverine populations. Man is the only significant 
predator on wolverines. 

The listing of the wolverine on the federal 
Endangered Species List will not only give the 
species and its wild habitat a chance for long-term 
recovery, but may also help to establish a reversal in 
the government's antiquated policies. 

Joining the Foundation in this lawsuit is the Predator 
Project of Bozeman, Montana and the Voice of the 
Environment based in Hamilton, Montana. You can 
contact the Biodiversity Legal Foundation (and give 
them lots of money for all their incredible work) atPO 
Box 18327, Boulder, CO 80308-1327. 


As the World Burns... 


by Wildcat and Tahoma 

Part 7 of the ongoing Warner Creek 
Salvage Soap Opera... 

In our last episode, Marianne was suing 
Freddy. In court, fudge Coffin grilled Freddy 
for over an hour about the arson fire, 
which made Freddy squirm in his seat. 
The international audience, in town for a 
special law conference, was standing room 
only, silently cheering on Marianne's bril- 
liant arguments. As our story continues 
after a long and tense two weeks, Marianne 
has finally learned that her dedication to 
The Cause has paid off: fudge Coffin 
makes a powerful, precedent-setting rec- 
ommendation in her favor. Although not 
out of the woods yet, Marianne is delighted 
and shares in this victory with all her 
friends. On the night of the big celebration 
bash, all hopes are drowned with the news 
that the fudge has changed his mind and 
withdrawn the recommendation. Devas- 
tated by this political maneuvering, Our 
Heroine throws herself into her work with 
that much more passion, determined to 
prove to the fudge, the People, and herself 
that she is Right! 

And now for the gory details: 

After 3 1 /2 years of battling the Forest 
Service over the fate of the Warner 
Creek arson-burned spotted owl habi- 
tat area, environmentalists had a brief 
sweet-but-symbolic victory in federal 
court on Monday, March 27. Judge 
Thomas Coffin, a magistrate under 
District Court Judge Michael Hogan 
ruled that the Forest Service failed to 
consider the incentive for future arson 
attacks on forest reserves initiated by 
its plan to salvage log Warner Creek. At 
the March 1 hearing, Coffin grilled the 


Forest Service lawyers for over an hour 
on the issue of arson, getting them to 
admit that they would never consider 
arson in a salvage logging Environ- 
mental Impact Statement (EIS). In his 
ruling, Coffin stated that arson must 
be analyzed in the EIS as a significant 
environmental impact, and he chas- 
tised the government when he stated: 

"Many timber workers have expressed 
frustration over the reduction of timber 
harvests, and many have also threatened 
to shoot spotted owls. Indeed, in October 
of 1989, a spotted owl was found shot 
and hanged with a noose in the Willamette 
National Forest. A useful hypothetical to 
ponder is the following scenario: Logging 
operations are restricted in a particular 
section of an HCA [Habitat Conservation 
Area] because it is an area in which a 
breeding owl pair resides; an unknown 
assailant shoots the pair of spotted owls; 
the Forest Service then proposes to lift the 
restriction and sell timber from the area 
... The potential effect to endangered spe- 
cies of a decision to allow harvesting of an 
HCA following the shooting of its spotted 
owl inhabitants is impossible to ignore. 
The Forest Service's insistence that its 
decision to allow harvesting of arson dam- 
aged timber in an LSR [Late Successional 
Reserve] is no easier to swallow ... The 
blinders worn by the government need to 
come off. " 

Judge Coffin recommended a per- 
manent injunction against the Warner 
Creek salvage logging project. His de- 
cision still has to go before Judge Hogan 
who has never ruled in favor of the 
Earth or environmentalists. Neverthe- 
less, Coffin's recommendations 


greatly raised the hopes of environ- 
mentalists that, in the midst of this 
forest health hysteria and salvage log- 
ging lust, the W arner Creek case might 
throw a wrench in the Freddie feeding 
frenzy. We thought we would have 
had happy news to report in the Jour- 
nal. 

Unfortunately, on April 18th, a tim- 
ber industry propaganda organization, 
the Associated Oregon Loggers, filed 
an amicus brief complaining that 
Coffin's ruling "was derogatory of the 
logging industry as a whole, and ste- 
reotyped loggers as arsonists." Coffin 
literally choked, and withdrew his 
whole recommendation, setting yet 
another precedent in this whole de- 
bacle. He gave the plaintiffs, the Sierra 
Club Many Rivers Group and the Or- 
egon Natural Resources Council, barely 
one week to file new briefs explaining 
such things as, "How would analyzing 
arson in an EIS have changed the 
Forest Service's decision to salvage 
log?" and, "How will a Supplemental 
EIS not irreparably harm the govern- 
ment in implementing its salvage log- 
ging project?" Yes, to nobody's sur- 
prise, Big Timber has wormed its po- 
litical muscle into a federal court, get- 
ting a magistrate to withdraw his whole 
decision. In fact, in the local press, a 
spokesperson for the Associated Or- 
egon Loggers bragged that they held 
the Judge's "feet to the fire" to get him 
to withdraw his recommendation. 
Whatever the industry did, it worked, 
setting yet another fine example of 
the corruption of Amerika's criminal 
justice system. 



So, the Warner Creek case is back to 
square one, and it does not look good. 
There is no certainty that a new in- 
junction will be issued at all. By the 
time this is in print, in fact, the Freddies 
may be auctioning off the salvage sale. 
Cutting units are already marked for 
sale, and these timber beasts will be 
thirsting for revenge. The plaintiffs 
have vowed to appeal any decision 
allowing the cut, but Warner Creek 
may be felled before the case ever 
reaches the Ninth Circuit. The 
Willamette National Forest has a long 
despicable history of wreaking 
"chainsaw justice" to beat appeals and 
injunctions. So get your action gear 
ready, and stay tuned for the next 
episode of this slimy salvage soap op- 
era, As The World Burns ... 

See the video review below for more 
information and the address of the 
Cascadia Fire Ecology Education Project. 


"Bom In Fire: Warner Creek and the Politics of Salvage Logging" 

Video Review by Patrick Mazza 


The 1991 Warner Creek forest fire and subse- 
quent plans to sell off charred trees to salvage 
loggers — the Forest Service's idea of a "recov- 
ery" project — has significance far beyond 
Oregon's western Cascades, where the fire took 
place. Under the guise of "forest health" ideol- 
ogy and looking for exemptions from environ- 
mental laws, the timber industry is sharpening 
their chainsaws in anticipation of a gluttonous 
summer. Bom in Fire is a revealing documentary 
that exposes the politics of salvage logging in 
our national forests. 

Set by arsonists in an ancient forest with the 
highest designation of protection for the spot- 
ted owl, the Warner fire left nearly 9,000 acres 
of forest burned. Under Clinton's new Forest 
Plan what was a Habitat Conservation Area is 
now a Late-Successional Reserve and, as Andy 
Kerr of the Oregon Natural Resources Council 
observed, Clinton's plan has holes through 
which 1000 logging trucks would fit nicely. 
And as the video asserts, "no place will be safe 
from destructive arson fires and salvage log- 
ging" if these trees go down. 

The producers of Born in Fire, Cascadia Fire 
Ecology Education Project and the Native For- 
est Council, are fighting the Warner Creek 
logging proposal. They are in the forefront of 
a new strategy of forest activism, emphasizing 
that the fire suppression activities symbolized 
by Smokey the Bear actually interfere with the 
healthy, natural processes of forests. "Will we 
take a stand and demand that fire be returned 
to its rightful place in the ecosystem? The time 
has come to take this stand and the place to do 
it is Warner Creek," Bom in Fire declares. 

"If the incentive to commit arson is not 
removed," Tim Ingalsbee of the Fire Education 
Project notes in the video, "We're going to lose 
the last stands of ancient forest, basically to the 



A stand of burned trees in Warner Creek. The forest floor has already begun to 
recover with a thick green carpet of undergrowth. Go see for yourself. 


strike of a match." 

The extent of the incentive to commit arson 
is graphically illustrated by Phil Nanas of the 
Native Forest Council. Digging into a charred 
old-growth tree he shows the untouched wood 
less than one-quarter inch beneath. Though 
such logs are sold to mills at pulp rates, they 
can easily be peeled and then resold atpremium 
old growth prices. 

Scientists, foresters, and activists propose that 
Warner Creek be designated as a Research Natu- 
ral Area to study the effects of fire and natural 
recovery processes. Spotted owls are thriving in 
the burn area, even reproducing at above- 
average rates, the video points out. 

This exceptional video offers a rich and fast- 
moving array of images — ancient forests in all 
their stunning beauty, stump-covered moun- 
tains stripped by clearcutters, and the military- 
style operations of forest firefighting. It offers 
a quick overview of ancient forests, logging, 
fire, and the folly of the fire suppression pro- 
gram as it is currently constituted. 

From these images and voices, an important 
model of activism emerges: a defense of spe- 
cific ecosystems, set in a long-term under- 
standing of the ecology of that area. This mov- 
ing documentary is an excellent educational 
and organizational tool for confronting the 
new engines of forest destruction raging 
throughout the West: arson fires, firefighting, 
and salvage logging. 

To receive your copy of this video, call or write 
the Native Forest Council, POB 2171, Eugene OR 
97402, phone (503)688-2600, fax (503)461-2156. 
A sliding scale donation of $10-$ 50 is requested. 
The producers are particularly interested in getting 
this video into the hands of people who will orga- 
nize public showings, or place it on local public 
access television as soon as possible. 
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Fire woodcut by Patrick Dengate 




The Climate is Right for Change: 

Confronting Corporate Chatter at the UN Climate Conference 


Almost 600 people from all over the world participated in the 
Greenhouse Gathering in Berlin, Germany. The gathering was a 
proactive response to the UN Conference on Climate Change where 
heads of state from first world countries and lobbyists from major 
corporations did their best to skirt responsibility for global warming 
and further postpone effective reductions of ozone-depleting emis- 
sions. While world leaders were letting each other get away with 
murder, activists were educating each other with solutions to the 
climate crisis and educating the public through nonviolent direct 
action. 

Approximately 80 workshops took place over 6 full days. Topics 
ranged from transportation to energy, consumption to lifestyle 
issues, yoga to South African Gumboot dancing! Each day started 
and ended with a free-speech forum that invited different speakers 
to talk about their views on climate change and what should be and 
is not being done. RampenPlan, a nomadic kitchen from Holland, 
provided great organic food that wouldn't stop. (You should have 
seen the size of their pots!) 

Gates of Hell(Raising) 

While the suits were wishing they could take off that tie, activists 
were making their lives more interesting at every turn. March 28, the 
first day of the UN Conference, 
was the first day of action. Activists 
erected two gates at the entrance 
of the building, and invited the 
delegates to pass through the gate 
bearing the message with which 
they agreed. One read, "YES, I 
Agree with the AOSIS Proposal" 
and the other, "NO, I Don't Care 
about Climate Change". AOSIS 
stands for the Alliance of Small 
Island States. The AOSIS 
governments are taking a 
relatively radical position on 
preventing climate change 
because their low-lying islands 
will be the first victims of rising 
sea levels resulting from global 
warming. Inside the conference, 

Tuilpma Slade of Western Samoa 
told the industrial powers that 
"AOSIS countries will not barter 
the survival of their culture and 
their homelands for the short term 
economic gain of others." 

The Bus Stops Here 

On March 30, delegates 
representing business interests at 
the Berlin Climate Conference 
found themselves targeted. Fifty 
activists from the Alliance Against 
Climate Criminals used chains and 
bicycle locks to attach themselves 
to five chartered busses preparing 
to carry the delegates from the 
Steigenberger Hotel to the 
International Conference Center. 

The lockdown forced the delegates 
to travel by public transit instead. 

The action was directed at a shadowy group known as the Global 
Climate Coalition, the aim being to prevent its delegates from 
reaching the conference. The campaigners claim that the GCC is 
largely responsible for obstructing progress towards international 
agreement on ways to control greenhouse emissions. As one activist 
explained: "We are perfectly justified in blocking these people 
because it is they who are blocking the conference. They are holding 
the future of life on earth hostage for the ransom of short-term 
profits. We think the conference would get on much better without 
them." 

The GCC is a powerful lobby group funded by transnational 
companies with a huge vested interest in maintaining high energy 
consumption. GCC members such as Exxon, Shell, Union Carbide 
and DuPont are guilty of horrific environmental and human rights 
abuses (e.g. Valdez, Bhopal). 

Among those held up in the demonstration were several delegates 
who hid their NGO security passes, identifying themselves merely 
as "representatives of the American Business Community." The 
demonstrators feel confident that they hit their intended target! 

Fourteen people from 11 countries were arrested. The police and 


fire service managed to cut the protesters from the buses after an 
hour using pneumatic and disc cutters. Those arrested came from 
the Czech Republic, Germany, Ireland, New Zealand, Poland, Rus- 
sia, Slovak Republic, United Kingdom, Ukraine and USA. Police 
officers were surprised to arrest people from so many countries at 
one event. They were released after 12 hours at the police station. 
During that time they were given neither food or drink. They also 
complained that they were prevented from phoning their lawyer for 
the initial five hours of the detention. 

Critical Mass 

On April 1, 1000 demonstrators from a variety of groups marched 
through central Berlin to the UN conference building. On April 2, 
100,000 bikers stormed the city! 

"Block" Party 

On April 4, 450 activists from 50 different countries held a party 
in the street to highlight the growing threat that traffic presents to 
the global climate. Wearing party hats and gas masks they "reclaimed" 
the intersection of Behringstrasse and Yorkstrasse in Berlin, where 
the International Climate Conference took place. Banners and a 
colorful group of musicians provided a festive atmosphere. The 
event remained good-natured, with some drivers happily joining 

the demonstrators for tea and 
biscuits. Police took no action 
against the demonstrators. The 
event included participants from 
around the world, showing their 
concern about the alarming 
growth in traffic and the lack of 
political will to control the 
resulting atmospheric pollution. 

Car traffic is currently 
responsible for 30% of global 
carbon dioxide emissions 
worldwide and forecasts indicate 
that the number of cars will 
double globally in next 15 years. 
The industrialized nations in 
particular continue actively to 
encourage car growth; for 
instance, the European Union 
plans to build 12,000 km of new 
roads by 2002. The 
demonstrations also highlighted 
the various damaging effects of 
urban traffic. In Britain, 1 in 7 
children in urban areas are now 
on medication for respiratory 
problems which are directly 
related to traffic pollution. Streets 
are no longer safe for pedestrians 
and cyclists. Traffic is a major 
disruption to communities — 
typically 30% of urban space is 
allocated to cars. 
"Monk"eying Around 
On April 5, four activists dressed 
as monks followed Don Pearlman 
inside the UN. Pearlman, head of 
the US energy industry lobby, has 
been dubbed the high priest of 
fossil fuels. High priest ... monks ... Get it? He tried to escape and 
foolishly went in the plenary room where the monks were not 
allowed to go. 

Flintstones Roll Over 

On April 6 activists confronted the European Union Traffic Policy, 
symbolized by a big gray steamroller. A line of 500 demonstrators, 
dressed as trees, flowers and politicians shouting BLAH, BLAH, BLAH 
were steamrolled flat outside the UN Conference Building. 
Enough Hot Air — Climate Climax 

On April 7, 200 activists rushed the UN entrance doors and locked 
the delegates inside, stating, "Your business is unfinished. You can't 
leave this place until you commit to real change." The press release 
read, "Activists Mutiny in UN Starship Enterprise." Meanwhile, in 
the big conference hall, 25 activists stormed the stage with banners 
declaring "COP OUT," "Unfinished Business," and "No Profits on a 
Dead Planet." Two activists shouted their demands and were ap- 
plauded by delegates, observers and the press. 

Vladimir Sliviak, Roger Geffen and Patrick ofASEED all contributed to 
this article. 



Activists hang a banner that says, "It's Warm in Here" in Berlin. 
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B RAZ I L: native I Koalas Near Extinction 


VICTORY OVER DAM 


On March 1 7, a Federal Court issued 
a restraining order halting 
construction of a hydroelectric dam 
which would flood the land of the 
Macuxi and Ingarico Indians. The 
state government of Roraima had 
begun dam construction without 
permission from federal authorities, 
despite the fact that Brazil's 
constitution requires a special act of 
Congress to authorize any dams on 
Indian lands. The Raposa Serra Do Sul 
Indigenous area has been the scene of 
violent actions by military police to 
expel Indians from the dam 
construction site. The Indian area is 
still not legalized, and the state 
authorities have exerted strong 
pressures to prevent the area's official 
demarcation. 

The Judge's decision is considered 
a victory, not only for the Indians in 
their fight against the dam project, 
but also because it establishes an 
important legal precedent regarding 
the broader issue of construction of 
dams which impact Indian areas. 
Among the principles upheld by the 
Judge were that: 


•The Brazilian Congress must 
authorize construction of dams in 
Indian areas, independent of whether 
or not the areas have achieved official, 
legal recognition. 

•The environmental licensing of 
hydroelectric dams in Indian areas is 
within the jurisdiction of the Federal 
government and not the state 
governments, who are more subject to 
pressures from local development 
interests. 

The Campaign against the Cotingo 
Dam will continue to promote energy 
alternatives for Roraima which do 
not require dams on Indian lands, 
will support the right of the Macuxi 
and Ingarico people to occupy lands 
in the area which would be flooded 
by the dam, and will press for the 
legal demarcation of the Raposa Serra 
do Sol Indian area. 

The Campaign thanks everyone for 
their solidarity and support for 
Indigenous rights in Roraima. 

For more information, contact Lucia 
Andrade at the Pro-Indian 
Commission of Sao Paulo and 
Indigenous Council of Roraima (55) 



(11) 864-1180 or Glenn Switkes 
of the International 
Rivers Network 
(415)243-4146. 


- ' 


The future of Australia's koalas is in their habitat, 
your hands! The koala, Australia's You can help the koala by writing, 
animal ambassador to the world, is faxing, or E-mailing the USFWS 
teetering on the edge of extinction indicating that you support the listing 
according to several prominent of the koala under the ESA. Please tell 
Australian scientists. To bring them that the current rate of koala 
attention to the precipitous decline habitat destruction is unsustainable 
in koala numbers, Australians 
for Animals and the Fund for 
Animals petitioned the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) last May to list the 
koala under the US 
Endangered Species Act (ESA). 

The petition provided 
evidence that the loss of koala 
habitat will lead to the koalas' 
extinction. The ongoing 
habitat loss is principally the 
result of virtually unregulated 
timber harvest and land 
clearing for agriculture and 
development. Approximately 
two-thirds of the koalas' forest 
habitat and nearly all of their 
woodland habitat have been 
cleared, modified, or destroyed, and will lead to the extinction of the 
Despite growing public interest in koala. Tell them the koala needs to be 
protecting koalas and koala habitat, listed under the ESA if it is to have any 
the Australian government continues chance of surviving over the long term, 
to permit the destruction and Please send your letter, as soon as 
modification of its remaining forests, possible, to Ms. Mollie Beattie, 
If this rate of destruction is not altered, Director, US Fish and Wildlife 

predicts Dr. Tony Norton of the Service, 1849 C. St., NW, Washington 
Australian National University, the DC 20240, fax (202)208-6965, E-mail: 
majority of the remaining koala searsa@mail.fws.gov. 
populations in Australia will be Also please call the Australian 
extinct by the year 2000. Tourist Commission at (800) 333- 

While a US listing would not 0199 to inform them that you have 
mandate a change in forest no interest in traveling to Australia 
management practices in Australia, if the only koalas that can be found 
it would have a profound are in captivity. Wild koalas in their 
psychological impact, hopefully natural habitat, not their caged 
resulting in greater public pressure counterparts, are what you want to 
and greater protection for koalas and see in the land down under. 



Georgia Pacific Bulldozes in Borneo 


The Bentian, a Dayak people of East Kalimantan artery for the area. Instead of building bridges over 
in Indonesian Borneo, are confronting the logging, the feeder streams to the Lawa, the company 
clearance and takeover of their traditional lands, dammed all of the feeder streams for the entire 
Timber estates and transmigration settlements length of the road. This severely reduced water flow 


threaten to undermine their 
traditional way of life, which has 
successfully adapted to the market 
economy by the production of rattan 
(a vine used in basketry and 
furniture). The company responsible 
belongs to Bob Hasan, Indonesia's 
leading timber tycoon. Indonesian 
non-governmental organizations are 
calling for international support to 
challenge these abuses. 

Several of the Dayak groups of 
Kalimantan, including the Bentian, 
Benoaq, and the Pasir grow rattan 
gardens that act as "savings accounts" 
for their owners, as well as biodiversity 
conservation areas. Their method of 
rattan cultivation represents a rare 
example of market production, 
sustainable forest management, 
biodiversity conservation, and local 
income generation. 

In 1981, Georgia Pacific (GP), one 
of the largest American timber 
companies, built a logging camp on 
traditional Bentian lands in the Anan 
River area. They came close to 



to the Lawa and created 
malarial swamps on the other 
side of the road. 
Transportation and 

communication with the 
outside world became 
increasingly difficult for the 
local people who were not 
given easy access to logging 
company transportation. Due 
to an unsatisfactory business 
climate, GP pulled out of 
Indonesia in the mid-1980's 
and concession areas were 
taken over by Bob Hasan, an 
Indonesian timber tycoon with 
close links to President Suharto. 
GP, while it no longer conducts 
logging operations in East 
Kalimantan, remains one of 
the largest purchasers and 
distributors of plywood from 
its former concessions (now 
the Kiani Lestari/Kalimanis 
group) to the American market. 

Attempting to secure the 
rest of their ancestral lands, 


sparking an armed conflict with the Bentian when the Bentian have been petitioning the Indonesian 
they resettled villagers and destroyed ancient grave government since 1 986, completely without results, 
sites and rattan fruit gardens during base camp In July, 1993, the new concession holder PT 


construction. GP built a corridor logging road Kalhold/Kalimanis sent armed bulldozer and 


approximately 100 km long, parallel to the Lawa chainsaw crews onto Bentian lands to prepare for 


River, the main transportation/communication a new transmigration settlement and an "industrial 


forest plantation." The bulldozers plowed 150 
hectares of Bentian forest and rattan gardens, 
destroying over 10,000 rattan clumps and 2000 
fruit trees. In addition, Bentian grave markers were 
bulldozed and burned and the bones of Bentian 
dead were scattered over the charred ground. 

Since 1993, the Bentian have been publicly pro- 
testing the destruction of their traditional lands by 
logging companies and industrial forest planta- 
tions. They have repeatedly requested cessation of 
the human rights violations and environmental 
destruction. As a result of their protests they have 
been met with increased repression, threats, and 
intimidation from Indonesian governmental offi- 
cials and security forces. On March 29, 1994, a 
Bentian leader was interrogated for 12 hours by 
security forces and government officials in an 
attempt to force him to sign letters voiding Bentian 
ancestral rights. The Bentian report numerous other 
acts of intimidation to try to force them to relin- 
quish claims to their lands and rattan gardens. 

The Bentians demand that the government: 

1. Recognize Bentian land rights. 

2. Return Jelmu Sibak lands to the Bentian people. 

3. Levy fines against the companies who destroy 

grave sites and productive rattan gardens. 

4. Stop the forced relocation of Bentians for indus- 

trial forest plantations immediately. 

Please send faxes to President Suharto at (011) (62) 
(21) 345-7789 and Bob Hasan at (62) (21) 390-9222. 

For more information contact FASUMAD Jl. 
Pertahanan, 1 Kompleks Yeschar Samarinda, KalTim 
Indonesia, phone/fax (62) (21) 541-3575, E-mail: 
stankup@peg.apc.org; or WALHI Jl. Mampang 
Prapatan XV No. 41, Jakarta, Indonesia, phone (62) 
(21) 799-4394/794-1672, fax (62) (21) 794-1673, 
E-mail: walhi@nusa.or.id. 
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The Barge to Extinction 


by Erik Ryberg 

The news, as usual, is not good. On March 2 of this 
year the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 
abandoned its obligations to Idaho's Snake River 
Chinook salmon under the Endangered Species Act 
by declining to implement draw- 
downs along the Snake and Colum- 
bia River dams. 

In the last issue of the Journal, I 
wrote of the importance of drawing 
down reservoirs in the Snake and 
Columbia Rivers to improve the 
chances of Chinook salmon smolts 
finding their way to the ocean. 

Drawdowns speed up the flow of 
the river so the young fish can navi- 
gate down river and not end up 
swimming in circles in the large, 
stagnant lakes found behind dams. 

Before the dams, water flow aver- 
aged 6 miles per hour through the 
Snake and Columbia rivers; now it 
flows at one-tenth that speed, and a 
juvenile Chinook's trip to the ocean 
takes three times as long as it did 
before the dams. If it gets there at all. 

While drawing down the reservoirs and spilling 
water over the dams is favored by environmental- 
ists and fisheries biologists, the practice is seen as 
wasteful by the people who are in charge of profit- 
ing from water impoundment, and these people 
resist such notions. 

The profiteers support an alternative to draw- 
downs known as barging in which juvenile salmon 
are caught in traps and placed in barges or trucks 
and transported down past the dams. This charm- 


ing endeavor has not met with success. At all. It has 
been a failure. Barging fish does not work. The fish 
die. No correlation exists between juvenile barging 
and adult returns, other than a slight negative one 
due to the fact that barging has increased in 20 years 
and returns have declined. 

Thanks to a relatively high re- 
turn of adult Chinook in 1993, 
this year's juvenile migration of 
eight million smolts, their prog- 
eny, is considerably higher than 
anticipated future migrations. 
Idaho Fish and Game forecasts 
the 1996 outmigration will be 
220,000; the number falls to 
66,000 in 1997. In recent years, 
approximately one adult fish per 
thousand smolts has returned, 
which predicts a return from the 
1997 migration of just 66 fish. 

It is vital that these eight mil- 
lion smolts be given the best 
chance possible, because they are 
the very last shot at an enduring 
Snake River Chinook salmon 
population. These fish are reach- 
ing the dams right now. As of 
April 13, just over 82,000 smolts were captured and 
trucked around lower Granite Dam, the first dam 
encountered by Snake River Chinook. Approxi- 
mately 4,000 escaped the trucks and are taking their 
chances in the turbines. 

The NMFS is in charge of producing a plan which 
will place the Chinook in "no jeopardy" of extinc- 
tion. On March 2, NMFS released under court order 
a Biological Opinion for the operation of the dams. 
This opinion found that the dams do in fact create 


a "jeopardy" situation for the Chinook, but with 
implementation of "reasonable and prudent" mea- 
sures, the jeopardy will be averted. 

They have approved continued barging, with some 
additional spill this year as a result of slightly above- 
average precipitation this winter. The Biological 
Opinion states that "if measures described in the 
reasonable and prudent alternatives are implemented, 
expected mortalities of listed salmon passing through 
the dams should not exceed... 62 to 100 percent of 
juvenile Chinook spring/summer salmon." 

That is not a typo. That have approved a plan 
which predicts up to 100 percent mortality, and 
they have concluded that it does not jeopardize 
population viability of Chinook salmon. When I 
dialed (503) 230-5400 to ask NMFS for the rationale 
behind this determination, they said they didn't 
have one, except that this figure was based on a 
computer model and everyone knows how unreli- 
able those are. 

My friends, these people are criminals. They are 
driving this miraculous fish to extinction with blind- 
ing speed, and they will leave us with an emptiness 
too deep to describe. Idaho's coho salmon became 
extinct in 1986. Just one sockeye returned to Idaho 
in 1994. Chinook are the last anadromous salmon 
still to clinging to Idaho's mountain streams. We 
must not let them lose their grip and slip away, let 
them slip off the planet forever. They need us to 
fight for them now. 

The above-mentioned Biological Opinion was 
signed on March 2, 1995 by Rolland Schmitten, 
Director, National Marine Fisheries Service, 1335 
East-West Hwy., Silver Spring, Maryland 20910. 

NMFS has a Northwest Regional Office at 7600 
Sand Point Way NE, BIN C 15700 Bldg. 1, Seattle, 
WA 98115. 



Forest Health and Roadless Areas: 

The French Creek Example 


by Corpus delicti 

We are living out what could be the final days of democracy. As environmental 
legislation rapidly erodes and procedural channels are obstructed, we must go 
headstrong into battle and prepare for the aftermath. Here in central Idaho, we 
will fight to save the French Creek/Patrick Butte roadless area from the chainsaws. 
This is the place where sham "forest health" legislation will strike first and where 
new strategies must be born to stave off imminent destruction. 

French Creek and the NFMA 

Born from the National Forest Management Act, the Payette Land and Resource 
Management Plan (Forest Plan) recommended a mere 212,000 acres of the vast 
945,000 roadless acres in the Payette National Forest for wilderness designation. 
The 1 68,000-acre French Creek/Patrick Butte roadless area was slated for multiple 
use. The plan outlined an aggressive roadbuilding and logging regime and set 
standards to accelerate the devastation of resources. 

Meanwhile the paved road which leads rec-heads to their beloved Brundage Ski 
Area steadily crept North, plunging through the heart of the roadless area until 
only a measly four-mile bottle-neck connected the Western Patrick Butte portion 
with the Eastern French Creek drainage. Five of the Forest Plan's scheduled sales 
were released in draft between the Fall of 1 993 and the Spring of 1 994. Our hopes 
of stopping them were strong; all of them lie in critical salmon habitiat. Then 
came lightning. 

French Creek on Fire 

The Corral/Blackwell fire danced through the roadless area burning a beautiful 
mosaic through the high spruce/fir forests. As if oP Mama Nature was giving her 
opinion on those timber sales, the flames licked through four of them . They faded 
out of sight and monumental salvage sales appeared. 

The Payette NF has released six salvage sales to date from the fires of 1994. One 
sale, the Hazard/Hard/Corral, skirts the boundaries of the western half of the 
roadless area. Another, the Main Salmon River salvage sale, incorporates all of the 
previous interior roadless sales into its sweeping logging plan. It would complete 
the road through the remnant corridor, severing Patrick Butte and French Creek 
into two isolated areas never to be contiguous again in my lifetime. The Forest 
Service has been slow and somewhat clandestine in revealing details of the sale; the 
draft document is due sometime this month or next. Perhaps Supervisor David 
Alexander is awaiting a little help from Congress. 

French Creek and the Western Forest Health Initiative 

The pending forest health legislation (see page 11) will hit hardest here, where 
the likes of Boise Cascade have been drooling over seas of dense, wild forest since 


the signing of the Forest Plan, and where 730,000 untempered acres sit vulnerable. 
HR 1158, the Taylor/Gorton Amendment, sits in conference now and soon moves 
to Clinton's mahogany desk for a veto or a signature. If signed into law, these 
salvage sales will not be subject to appeal or judicial review. Such a blessing from 
the President sanctions Supervisor Alexander to move in with a deputized logging 
and roadbuilding battalion. The fate of French Creek will lie well beyond legal 
constraints and even further from the rights of citizens. The latest word on the 
legislative front is that if HR 1158 is signed, it can still be overridden by Senator 
Larry Craig's "Forest Health Bill" (SB 391). This is our hope. This is the bill that 
would expedite unchecked salvage logging but graciously offer a 15-day appeal 
period for sales deemed "emergency at risk." The writing is on the wall. If it's not 
this bill or the next, more will follow. The congressional militia is hell bent on 
obliterating environmental legislation and turning the timber industry loose on 
roadless areas. The only federal forestlands spared from these forest health assaults 
are designated and recommended Wilderness — that is, the few token acres set aside 
in Forest Plans. On the Payette, that offers no salvation. French Creek will be logged, 
and all of our intellect and knowledge won't be able to stop it — not by appeal, not 
in court. 

The Solution 

We have our bodies and our voices, and now we have to use them. I think our 
mission is two-fold: One, through creative and impassioned means, we fight to 
slow the destruction in the woods; two, we witness and record the massacre if we 
can't stop it. We shove it in the faces of our "leaders," children, average citizens, 
armchair activists, everyone. Maybe the horrifying realities of the forest health 
scam will beget a rude awakening of our miserable, shameful species. 

I have dreams about French Creek with chainsaws and bulldozers where I once saw 
goshawks, endless huckleberry patches and massive rock outcrops. I know that we — 
I know that I — have not done enough for that magical place. The bull trout and 
Chinook salmon who swim there, the gray wolves who roam there, the Halimobolus 
perplexus which grow there, and that fierce, solitary wolverine who scavenges there 
will have to make way for silt, roads, spotted knapweed, stumps and a whole lot of 
people and machines. Such a pitiful salute to these beings who make our forest 
ecosystems so rich, so diverse, so alive and wild ... We owe it to them to fight. 
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The End of Humor 


One day I woke up and realized the world would 
probably end in my lifetime. I don't know exactly 
when this happened, but it was about the time I was 
doing my second year of first grade at one of the 12 
or so Catholic schools I went to before dropping out. 

I remember kneeling in the hallway during a duck- 
and-cover drill praying the Russians wouldn't nuke 
us. The Cuban Missile Crisis and the nuns had me 
convinced that this was the way it would happen, 
the big one, the day of reckoning. I eventually got 
used to it. 

Naturally, this helped prepare me for a career as an 
environmental activist in which the end of the 
world is the subject of every press release, every 
video, and every policy statement. But the addition 
of irrefutable scientific proof of the coming apoca- 
lypse, be it the quick and dirty Nuclear War, or the 
relatively time-consuming Deforestation/Green- 
house/Ozone Depletion scenario did not change 
the essential theme that it was all happening be- 
cause we had been bad, and we would be punished 
for it in a firestorm. When I first met Howie Wolke 
in the mid seventies, he reassured me with his belief 
that by the time the end of the world as we know it 
came, we would be too old to enjoy it. 

I ran into Ed Abbey once on the West Bank of the 
Jordan River (Salt Lake City) in the Fall of '83. He was 
in town to sign some copies of his books for various 
environmental fund-raisers and to have some ex- 
ploratory surgery done to check out a dark spot his 
doctors had found on his last x-rays. The doctor said 
it could be nothing, or it could be cancer, in which 
case he had six months to live. When I asked him 
how he felt about that he replied, "Mike, the only 
thing good about knowing your gonna die soon is 
that you can stop flossing your teeth." Of course his 
number wasn't up yet; it was just a dark spot on the 
x-ray after all, and he went on to write a couple more 
good books and several great essays and to make 
many more public appearances than he wanted to. 

So there we have it from the great grizzled one, who 
never seemed to lose his sense of humor amidst the 
lifetime of heartbreak and frustration that is the price 
of an ecological education. I don't know if he really 
gave up flossing, but he never gave up the fight, never 
hid from his critics or let them get his goat. At the) 
"much-discussed 1987 Grand Canyon Rendezvous, 
Abbey was waylaid by a pack of foaming-at-the- 
mouth, lefty-anarcho-vegetarian, flag-burning, hu- . 
manist Murray Bookchin moonies. While many knee- J 
k jerk Abbey worshippers were appalled by the audac- ( 
Jty of these blasphemers with berets, Abbey seemed J 


to be enjoying himself, relishing the sunny after- 
noon in this ponderosa pine forest on the Kaibab 
Plateau as well as the chance to answer his critics in 
an old-fashioned political debate. 

Maybe Wildcat Annie was right in her letter last 
issue; some of us can handle a little abuse once in a 
while, or at least we ought to be able to. Controversy 
is the predictable result of speaking your mind, and 
speaking up is the first duty of any revolutionary. 
Listening can be a painful experience also, as any- 
one who has ever attended an environmental con- 
ference can attest. Annie is also right about knowing 
our history, warts and all. But we should never 
forget one important thing: Our history, in spite of 
the tragedy we have experienced together, has been 
pretty funny at times. Earth First! has been driven by 
people with a well-developed sense of humor. So my 
advice to all you humorless ideologues out there 
who may be reading this: Get a Life! 

Speaking of humor, Andy Kerr of the Oregon 
Natural Resources Council is one of the few guys I 
know who has been called a terrorist more than I 
have. But he's really not a terrorist. I kind of see 
him as our Johnnie Cochran. Anyway, Ker r is 
definitely the law-abiding citizen sort, excepTfor 
maybe a few speeding tickets he got while yacking 
on his cellular phone. So I was surprised when he 
approached me at the Oregon Country Law Fair 
and said he wanted to get arrested and might need 
my help. "You came to the right place," I said, 
"We've put more people behind bars than most 
cops have." We made an agreement to get arrested^ 
at Hatfield's office if he voted to.send the Salvage/ 
Rider to the Senate F loor for debate . j' 

Hatfield did sell out to the Timber Beast, the 
Salvage Rider did clear the committee and now 1 
find myself in an elevator on the first floor of the 
World Trade Center in Portland, Oregon. There are 
thirty riot cops in full dress on the fourteenth floor 
where Hatfield's office is located, twenty security 
guards in green blazers, a media circus, and the 
entire Oregon Natural Resource Council staff just 
outside the door, and I'm standing next to Kerr with 
a couple of pairs of handcuffs in my pocket telling 
him that if the Portland police approach, he should 
cuff himself immediately to the handrail. 

As it turned out, we didn't have to lock down. 
Instead, we persuaded them to take us up to the 14th 
floor where they would ask us to leave, and then 
arrest us if we didn't. This was a curious arrangement 
worked out by action coordinators Twilly Cannon 
and Joe Keating, who convinced the cops that this 
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was the only way we would leave on our own. It was 
possible, I think, because even though we were 
angry, we were civil. A front-page story in the Orego- 
nian the next day described this as a well-staged 
media event, but they neglected to say that it was the 
cops that did all the staging. The police began by 
taking the media up to the 14th floor even though it 
was still closed off to the public, setting them up with 
good camera angles. Then, the cops escorted us up 
and let us give Hatfield's power-suited aid our press 
release and a derogatory picture of the proposed 
Mark O. Hatfield National Forest. Right on cue, the 
green blazers asked us to leave, and finally the arrest 
scenario came — the handcuffs, the paddywagon, the 
jail and all the other things that make an action fun 
to be at. We were out on the street before our lawyer 
could find out where we were. 

Perhaps it is time now for people of Andy Kerr's 
stature to stand up and really confront the criminal 
mindset that keeps the timber industry, their wise- 
use goon squads and their bought-and-paid-for poli- 
ticians like Hatfield in power. Are you listening Jay 
Hair? Carl Pope? Any of you other beltway big shots? 

After the action, Kerr informed me that he had 
always seen civil disobedience as a desperate act of 
powerlessness, but after the action, he felt, well ... 
empowered. He said that it could be time for the 
mainstream environmental movement to move 
quickly towards the front lines in a struggle to save 
our dying planet. The alternative is to continue to 
watch while their memberships fall, their staffs 
become even more demoralized and their influence 
declines further both in Washington DC and in the 
rest of the country. 

The Audubon Society's Brock Evans gave a speech 
in Eugene in 1985 where he stated that if things 
didn't start getting better he would join us in block- 
ading the bulldozers violating our last roadless for- 
ests. Well, its ten years later and things are worse 
than ever. What's it gonna be, folks, we don't have 
ten more years for many of the once common forest 
dwelling species. Its time to sacrifice something 
besides your credibility. It is time for action. 

— Mike Roselle 


Skating Resumes — Watson Attacked 


For the first time in six years, Nor- 
way is allowing hunters to kill seal 
pups — only now they can't use spiked 
clubs. Trying to deflect international 
criticism, the government claimed 
the hunt was partly a research 
project to test killing methods. 
Norway had previously barred 
hunting baby seals mainly because 
pictures of hunters bludgeoning 
snowy white pups provoked in- 
tense international protests. 

Hunters once clubbed the pups 
in the head to avoid damaging 
their pelts. But this season, the 
government has mandated shoot- 
ing 2,600 slightly older, weaned 
pups instead. Norway's Fisheries 
Minister Jan Olsen said scientists 
will study the dead pups to chart 
growth patterns and to determine 
why death rates among pups vary 
greatly from year to year. How sci- 
entists chart the growth of dead 
pups, he did not say. 

Norway is already facing protests, 
sabotage attempts and boycotts be- 
cause it resumed commercial whale- 
hunting in 1993 after a six-year break. 
Olsen defended the seal pup hunt, as 


well as legalized whaling, as impor- 
tant to Norway's ecological balance 
and fish resources. "We have to har- 
vest seals and whales because they 



The venerable Cap'n Paul Watson combing a 

consume a great deal of fish and if 
they were allowed to increase without 
control there would be less fish for 
people," he said. The government has 
also been under pressure from the 


seal-hunting industry, whose stock of 
valuable seal pup pelts has run out. 

The government is allowing baby seal 
pelts from the research hunt to be sold, 
and environmental- 
ists are crying foul. 

In a similar vein, 
Canada has an- 
nounced they will of- 
fer a bounty for harp 
seal pups. The harp 
and grey seals are be- 
ing scapegoated for 
the decline in cod 
population caused by 
human over-fishing 
activities. The harp 
seal does not even 
feed on cod. 

Canada has appar- 
ently forgotten the in- 
s’ tense controversy a de- 
3 cade ago. The public 
did not tolerate a com- 
mercial slaughter ten 
years ago, and Canada could lose millions 
from boycotts and bad publicity. 

The Sea Shepherd Conservation Soci- 
ety (SSCS) has developed an alternative 
industry to sealing. Captain Paul Watson 


seal 


of SSCS found a market in Europe for .. 
harp seal pup hairs, ideal for insulated 
filler for comforters and sleeping bag 
The fur is harvested by combing the° SeS 
animals and could provide hundreds of 
jobs without harming seal pups. 

In a related story, Captain Paul was 
recently attacked by a mob of angry 
sealers while trying to introduce the 
idea of seal combing on the Magdalen 
Islands off the Canadian coast. A 
crowd of several hundred sealers gath- 
ered outside of Watson's hotel, and 
then stormed the halls, shouting for 
Watson and breaking reporters' cam- 
eras. They located Watson's room, 
smashed down two doors and fell upon 
Watson like a human avalanche. 

When the police finally intervened, 
they screamed for Watson to leave 
saying they couldn't protect him and 
he would be killed. They hustled him 
out of the hotel and into a police 
cruiser. A sealer heaved a brick through 
the window of the car spraying glass 
into Watson's head. The police drove 
Watson straight to the airport and put 
him on a plane to New Brunswick 
where he was treated for cuts, abra- 
sions and bruised kidneys. 
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Wolf Recovery in Northern Rockies Marred by Two Slayings 


by Michael Robinson 

In January, twenty-nine gray wolves were cap- 
tured in Alberta, Canada and used for a reintroduc- 
tion project in Yellowstone National Park and the 
wilderness of central Idaho — a hard-fought first 
step in implementing the 1987 recovery plan 
for the endangered species. Unfortunately, 
the deaths of three wolves, and the 
continued destruction of wolf habi- 
tat, has exposed deep flaws in the 
recovery process. 

While the wolves destined for 
Yellowstone were held in acclima- 
tization pens for two months be- 
fore their March release, those in 
Idaho underwent a different and 
more insidious purgatory, that 
has perhaps not yet ended. First, 
one of the animals was acciden- 
tally killed during the capture by 
the tranquilizer dart. Then, the 
Farm Bureau, an insurance com- 
pany-funded anti-environmental 
group, obtained a temporary court 
order that required the captured wolves 
to be held in tiny transport cages until their 
release. The wolves were dying in the small 
cages until the Justice Department prevailed at an 
emergency court hearing. 

Ten days after her release from a transport pen into 
the vast forest of central Idaho, one of the wolves was 
shot. And two days before that, another wolf in 
Idaho — but not one of the transplanted ones — was 
poisoned by the United States government. These 
two animals died hundreds of miles apart, but in a 
macabre "prefigurement" of their shared fate, before 
their deaths the government "shrunk" the distance 
between them. This is their story: 

On January 29, on a ranch twenty-five miles from 
Salmon, Idaho, somebody shot one of the reintro- 
duced wolves. Right beside it lay a partially con- 
sumed dead calf. Rancher Gene Hussey denied 
pulling the trigger and denied knowing who did. 
The local sheriff and a local veterinarian, who ar- 
rived on the scene before US Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) officials, immediately autopsied 
both animals and announced the wolf had killed 
the calf. But later, forensic results by USFWS indi- 
cated the calf died from complications related to its 
birth, and the wolf had simply fed on its carcass. 
Since the calf was in an open field within view of the 
dirt road leading up to the ranch, and since USFWS 
had previously announced the proximity of one of 


the reintroduced wolves, it is possible Hussey had 
used the calf to bait the wolf. 

Subsequently, Hussey, backed up by the sheriff, 
threw rocks at the federal officials who came with a 
search warrant, successfully intimidating them from 
looking for evidence. Ironically, 
though the rancher (and his 
allies in Congress) stymied 
the Interior Department's 
attempts at basic law en- 
forcement, whoever 
shot the wolf had 
little to worry 
about, because the 
agency had already 
stripped the rein- 
troduced wolves 
of any legal pro- 
tections under the 
ESA. Evidently, 
the Clinton 
Administration's 
initial attempts to 
appease ranchers 
merely incited them to- 
ward more illegalities. 
The political decision to 
classify the wolves transplanted 
into Idaho and Yellowstone as "ex- 
perimental" and "non-essential" not only divests 
the reintroduced wolves of their protections, but 
also strips the legal rights from any resident wolves 
that have naturally repopulated the area. The sec- 
tion of the ESA allowing the designation of reintro- 
duced populations as experimental and 
non-essential limits that classification to popula- 
tions geographically distinct from any naturally 
occurring members of the species. Numerous 
sightings indicate that over the last several years, 
two or three dozen wolves have repopulated Idaho. 

A day or two before the reintroduced wolf was 
shot, the federal Animal Damage Control (ADC) 
agency "accidentally" killed a wolf in northern 
Idaho that had wandered in from Canada or Mon- 
tana (the second wild wolf ADC killed in the north- 
ern Rockies in less than six months). In this case, 
ADC set up M-44 sodium-cyanide traps to kill coy- 
otes, even though there had been no recent reports 
of coyotes killing any livestock in the area. The M- 
44 is a scented, pistol-like device that fires poison 
into the mouth of any animal that grabs the barrel. 
USFWS authorized ADC to kill one wolf per year in 
Idaho, as long as it was "incidental" to otherwise 
legal operations. 



n hree Western States 
ush for Wolf Removal 


Perhaps the attitude of most state's-rights 
Westerners was best summed up by Gillette Chamber 
of Commerce Board member Ron Bailey when he 
said, "Wyoming doesn't need wolves, we don't 
need coyotes, and we don't need eastern animal 
rights people telling us what to do." 

That seems to be how Wyoming and Arizona 
legislators are responding to federal wolf 
reintroduction efforts in those states — by proposing 
wolf bounty bills in blatant violation of the federal 
Endangered Species Act. 

Wyoming House Bill 214 proposed paying hunters 
a $500 bounty on wolves who stray out of 
Yellowstone National Park during reintroduction 
efforts The bill failed, was reintroduced with the 
bounty raised to $1000, and passed in the Senate 
before it was vetoed by Governor Gerringer. 

Arizona House Bill 2548 proposed a $500 bounty 
to force federal officials to reconsider their 
reintroduction of the endangered Mexican wolf 
into Arizona. 

In a move that hardly seems coincidental, Alaska 
Senate Bill 81 proposed paying $400 cash bounties 
for the killing of wolves in Alaska "by any method 
or means without restriction" — restrictions outlawed 
such as poisoning, shooting from aircraft and 
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"denning" (killing pups in dens). At least 1,600 
wolves were killed in Alaska last year, up almost 50 
percent from previous years, and nearly a quarter of 
the statewide population. Alaska's wolves are not 
federally listed as endangered and therefore are not 
protected by federal law. [See Alaskan wolf article on 
the next page.] 

Not only is it illegal for Wyoming and Arizona to 
institute a bounty on a federally listed endangered 
species, it is verging on conspiracy to encourage 
citizens to commit a felonious act. Although the 
Wyoming bill originally required the state attorney 
general to defend anyone charged by the federal 
government with killing a wolf, that provision was 
stripped from the bill in favor of one that allows the 
attorney general to file a "friend of the court" brief 
on behalf of the state's interests, not the individual 
accused of the killing. 

The proposed bounty laws illustrate a renegade 
political attitude that smacks of self-serving politicos 
and ranchers attempting to guide public policy for 
their own benefit. Apparently they haven't read the 
surveys which indicate that the American public 
values wildlife and wants wolves reintroduced. 

Statewide surveys in the Rocky Mountain region 
demonstrate public support of gray wolf 


Since January, everything seems to be going well 
for the reintroduced wolves. Two or three packs 
appear to have formed in Yellowstone and there 
have been no further wolf killings in Idaho. 

Sinapu, the Predator Project and several other 
environmental groups represented by the Sierra 
Club Legal Defense Fund are suing USFWS for ille- 
gally removing protections from naturally occur- 
ring wolves in Idaho, their future progeny, and the 
reintroduced wolves. Sinapu is also helping Idaho 
environmentalists as they challenge the renewal of 
the public lands grazing permit used by rancher 
Hussey. Sinapu believes that all the wolves in both 
Idaho and Yellowstone — reintroduced and migrants 
alike — deserve full protection, and that the Interior 
Department should aggressively investigate wolf 
deaths and prosecute poachers to the full extent of 
the law. 

Idaho's wolves also deserve protection for their 
habitat. Ultimately, large roadless areas without 
livestock provide the best security for wolves. And 
while the federal government reintroduces wolves 
on the one hand, and kills them with the other, it 
also authorizes the destruction of one of the best 
wolf habitats in the United States — the vast territory 
of central Idaho which separated both wolves at 
their deaths. 

Perhaps the logging of the most ecologically vital 
portions of Idaho's wilderness is the overarching 
tragedy of this tale of two wolves. Though no one 
will ever know, we can speculate that the dead wolf 
in northern Idaho could have been displaced from 
further south by the Noble Road built to access 
timber from the River of No Return Wilderness Area 
(the largest roadless area in the US outside of Alaska) . 
As the Forest Service drastically shrinks the habitat 
available for all wild species in Idaho, we can see the 
two dead wolves in a larger perspective: victims of 
an ideology demanding the complete conquest of 
the wild. And as the bulldozers churn deeper into 
Idaho's wild forests, and the chainsaws start to hum 
again this spring, we can recall those two dead 
wolves, think of the remaining ones, and realize, a 
logging road runs through them. 

This article is reprinted from Colorado Wolf Tracks, 
the newsletter of Sinapu. Named after the Ute word for 
"wolves, " Sinapu is dedicated to reintroducing wolves 
and restoring their habitat in Colorado. Sinapu can be 
reached at PO Box 3243, Boulder, CO 80307, (303) 
447-8655. 





reintroduction efforts — Idaho residents support it 
56 percent in favor to 27 percent opposed; in 
Wyoming, it's 48.5 percent to 34.5 percent; Montana, 
43.7 percent to 40.3 percent. 

In Arizona, public support is overwhelming in 
favor of the proposed reintroduction of the Mexican 
wolf into the Blue Range Primitive Area in 
southeastern Arizona. In a random sampling 
conducted by Arizona Game & Fish, more than 70 
percent of Arizonans said they wanted to see Mexican 
wolves reintroduced into the state. 

Wolf bounties and other "wise use" efforts are 
proliferating in Western legislatures. Keep a close 
eye on your state representatives and wildlife officials, 
send them your comments, and keep us up to date. 

This article was excerpted from the Spring, 1 995, issue 
ofWildlife Damage Review. To contact them write to 
Wildlife Damage Review, PO Box 85218, Tucson, AZ 
85754. Keep up to date on Animal Damage Control's 
activities and other predator issues by sending $25 to 
join and receive their quarterly publication. 

— Wildlife Damage Review 




by Sandra Arnold 
Alaska Wildlife Alliance 

'boun-ty\ n., 4., d A recompense for the destruction 
of noxious animals. 

Amazing but tme. As this issue goes to press, Senate 
Bill 8 1 is moving through the Alaska Legislature. SB 8 1 
creates "harvest incentive areas" and would pay private 
hunters and trappers $200 for each wolf killed in these 
areas. The bill purposefully tries to fool the public by 
replacing the word "bounty" (the original language) 
with "harvest incentive." Because cash will be paid for 
dead wolves, SB 81 is a bounty bill, no matter what 
they call it. SB 81 passed the Senate Resources 
Committee on March 27 and will move through the 
Senate Finance Committee sometime in May. If passed, 
it then moves through the House and then on to the 
Governor's desk. 

Believe it or not, the possibility of SB 81 passing is 
quite good. We would hope that Governor Tony 
Knowles will veto this egregious legislation, but the 
Alaska Legislature's contempt for wildlife protection 
advocates is so strong that a two-thirds majority 
veto override is possible. The bounty legislation was 
introduced by Senator Bert Sharp (R-Fairbanks) 
clearly in retaliation over the recent cancellation of 
the Unit 20A wolf-kill program. SB 81 co-sponsor 
Senator Robin Taylor (R- Wrangell) summed up his 
philosophy on wolves with this statement last year: 
"Wolves are like rats in a dump." 

The Alaska legislative session ends May 16, so by 
the time many of you read this, we'll have a better 
idea of whether the bill is dead on arrival or sailing 
its way into law. If the Alaska wolf bounty does 
become law, wildlife protection advocates should 
immediately contact federal officials with the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service, National Park Service and 
Bureau of Land Management, demanding that all 
open seasons on wolves be closed by emergency 
order on these federal lands in Alaska. 

Most of us know intuitively that bounties are bad 
news for wildlife but to help bolster your arguments 
against them, here is more information: 

• Alaska is already setting wolf-killing records. 
Last year, 1,583 Alaskan wolves were reported killed, 
a 20-year record high. To dramatically increase the 
kill with a bounty will threaten the long-term 
viability of wolf populations. 


• In the wake of the graphic video of a wolf being 
shot (see the Yule, 1994 issue of the Journal), the 
world is watching Alaska and its treatment of wolves 
and all wildlife. Passage of a bounty will again bring 
negative international attention to the state. The 
possibility of a renewed tourism boycott is strong. 

• SB 81 is expensive at a time when general-fund 
support for the Alaska Dept, of Fish & Game has 
been cut by nearly 40 percent. SB 81 will cost the 
state money which could be better spent on wildlife 
law enforcement or habitat protection. 



• The Alaska Board of Game is already busy 
implementing the Intensive Game Management 
Law which became Alaskan law in 1994. This law 
mandates that predators be killed whenever moose 
or caribou numbers are down, regardless of the 
causes or situation. A bounty law will be 
implemented on top of this existing predator-kill 
law and further increase the number of dead wolves 
in the state. Wildlife advocates should work to 
repeal the Intensive Game Management Law in 
addition to fighting the wolf bounty. 

• Bounties hold an overly simplistic view of 
ecosystems, threaten long-term wolf viability, and 
reflect badly on Alaska's wildlife management image. 
They are ineffective because more dead wolves does 
not mean more caribou to shoot, and people will kill 
wolves outside of the targeted areas and report them 
as being killed within the target area in order to collect 
the money (enforcement is virtually impossible). 

Senators Sharp and Taylor say that "public opinion 
has nothing to do with game management." On the 


contrary! Wildlife professionals are finally learning 
that unless wildlife programs have public support, 
they are doomed at the outset. Public opinion does 
count, and the reason wildlife controversies continue 
to rage on in Alaska is precisely because the public 
has been ignored for too long! 

Don't be fooled by pro-bounty arguments that 
there is a caribou or moose shortage in Alaska. In 
some parts of Alaska there is such an abundance of 
caribou that the "bag limit" is five per day. The only 
new hunting limits are along parts of the road 
system where hunting pressure is heavy (and abuse 
is common). 

WHAT YOU CAN DO: 

Alaska residents should follow this issue closely, 
pressure legislators, and encourage Knowles to veto. 
The rest of the world should keep alert also, and 
should it become necessary, contact the tourism 
industry and/or insist on federal intervention. 

Write, call or fax any (or all) of the following 
people, expressing your opposition to an Alaskan 
wolf bounty, and your support for a complete closure 
of open wolf hunting and trapping on all Alaskan 
federal lands should a state bounty pass. Also contact 
the tourism industry to educate them and express 
your thoughts (look in the back of outdoor magazines 
for lists of Alaska "eco-tour" operators) . Also, consider 
joining The Alaska Wildlife Alliance, the group 
leading the fight to reform Alaska's wildlife policy 
and protect wild predators. For membership info 
contact AW A, PO Box 202022, Anchorage, AK 99520, 
phone (907) 277-0897, fax 277-7423, E-mail: 
alaskawa@igc.apc.org. 

WHO TO CONTACT: 

• Bruce Babbitt ; George Frampton, Mollie Beattie and 
Mike Dombeck, all at the US Department of the 
Interior, 1849 C Street NW, Washington DC, 20240, 
(202) 208-1100, fax 208-6956 

• Governor Tony Knowles, PO Box 110001, Juneau, AK 
99811, (907) 465-3500, fax 465-3532 

• Alaska Board of Game and/or Fish and Game 
Commissioner Frank Rue, PO Box 25526, Juneau, 
AK, 99802, (907) 465-4110, fax 465-6094 

• Mary Pignalberi, Director, Alaska Division of Tourism, 
PO Box 110801, Juneau, AK99811, (907)465-2012, 
fax 465-2287 

• Alaska Tourism Marketing Council, 3601 C Street, 
Suite 700, Anchorage, AK 99503, (907) 563- 2289, 
fax 563-3575 



by Biodiversity Legal Foundation 

On March 27, 1995, the Biodiversity Legal Foundation and the Greater 
Ecosystem Alliance filed a formal notice of their intent to file suit against 
Secretary of Interior Bruce Babbitt and the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
for failing to list and protect the lynx (also known as the Canada lynx) in the 
contiguous United States under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). Previously, 
in December, 1994, the USFWS issued a "not warranted" finding in response to 
the Foundation's formal petition to list the lynx in the US under the ESA. This 
decision represents a surprising reversal of an earlier 1994 90-day petition 
finding by the USFWS that ESA listing of the contiguous US population of the 
lynx may be warranted. 

The lynx is a medium-sized cat with long legs, large, well-furred paws, long tufts 
of fur on its ears, and a short, black-tipped tail. It is well-adapted for hunting the 
snowshoe hare, its principal prey, in open, mature forests. These mature conifer 
forests also provide the lynx with windfalls and downed logs required for denning 
sites — protection from severely cold weather and a place to escape from predators. 

Historically, in the contiguous 48 states, the lynx occurred in northern New 
England, the Great Lakes Region, the Rocky Mountains south to Utah and 
Colorado, and the Pacific Northwest. It has suffered severe declines in both 
numbers and range. Presently, low density lynx populations may only exist in 
Washington and Montana with scattered and severely imperiled remnant 
populations in Idaho, Colorado, Minnesota, and Maine. The species is already 
classified as threatened or endangered by the states of Colorado, Michigan, New 
Hampshire, Vermont, Washington and Wisconsin, but it has no federal 
protection. Ironically, (but not surprisingly) of those states, only Idaho and 
Montana currently allow the trapping of lynx, and they have the potential to 
support lynx populations. 

Lynx have suffered significant declines and are threatened by trapping, 
hunting, and habitat loss. The species is being forced into smaller, fragmented, 
and isolated habitats throughout its range. Intensive clearcutting and fire 
suppression have also reduced or eliminated lynx denning sites and prey habitat. 
Lynx movement corridors between Canada and the US are also being destroyed, 
making it difficult for the species to recolonize into the suitable habitat that does 


exist. At the same time, road-building activities of the US Forest Service are 
allowing increased human access into heretofore undisturbed areas, resulting in 
lynx mortality due to shooting, trapping, and being hit by motorized vehicles. 

The Washington, DC office of the USFWS incorrectly claims that historically 
the lynx was never a common animal in the US and that there is no conclusive 
evidence of biological vulnerability or real threats to the species in areas where 
the lynx continues to exist. Amazingly, the agency also denies that trapping poses 
any threat to the lynx or that this activity has resulted in population declines. 

This ESA case is of particular concern to conservationists since it is one of the 
few cases in which the Washington office of the USFWS has reversed recom- 
mendations from biologists in both its Montana field office and its regional 
office in Denver, both of which recommended the listing of the lynx. Appar- 
ently bowing to political and economic pressure, Secretary Babbitt and the 
USFWS decided to forego their legal duties under the law. In the process, the 
USFWS has given the green light for the Forest Service and private economic 
interest to continue the exploitation and destruction of some of the last 
remaining wild country in the nation. 

State agencies, particularly in Montana and Idaho, have expressed concerns 
that federal listing would interfere with their plans to continue trapping of the 
lynx and other species. The Forest Service and private timber companies have 
expressed concerns about potential restrictions on timber harvesting. Ski 
industry operators in the Rockies are also worried about how the listing would 
impact plans for ski resort expansion. 

Joining the Biodiversity Legal Foundation as co-plaintiffs in this legal action will be 
the Predator Project, Voice of the Environment, and other conservation groups 
concerned about the welfare of the lynx. 

The Biodiversity Legal Foundation is a national, non-pro fit organization dedicated 
to the preservation of all native wild plants and animals, communities of species, and 
naturally functioning ecosystems. The organization is based in Boulder, Colorado and 
has been at the leading edge of efforts to protect rare and endangered species and their 
ecosystems in this country. You can contact the Biodiversity Legal Foundation (and 
give them lots of money for all their incredible work) atPO Box 18327, Boulder, CO 
80308-1327. 
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The Meaning of Wild 


by Jesse Wolf Hardin (Lone Wolf Circles) 

Give me a wildness no civilization can endure. 

— Henry David Thoreau 

I've heard philosophy dismissed as " so much words " 
in some activist circles. And yet it is words, strung 
together into concepts and amalgamated into percep- 
tual models, that precipitate the destruction of the 
natural world. I think back to the formative works of 
Bill Devall, Christopher Manes, George Sessions and 
others, and the influence they had on the developing 
EF! vocabulary, tenets, values and activist priorities. 
They helped initiate a shift in perception from anthro- 
pocentric to ecocentric, from attachment to civiliza- 
tion to the personal, experiential, deep ecological 
embrace of the wild. 

The world is, after everything that has been 
done to it, a wild place still. Even now, en- 
shrouded in a crust of asphalt and concrete, the 
largest predators wiped from her face, the forests 
leveled for a bestiary of condominiums and golf 
carts, grinning missiles of commerce and war 
looming over her fallow rivers and silenced 
fields, the world is a wild place still, true to the 
process and essence of her own intrinsic, inher- 
ent nature — rhythmic patterns of impermanence 
and change, mounting waves of their own fertile heat. 
The birth and death of her varied parts are the flex and 
pause of the Earthen heart muscle pumping new life 
through the arterial causeway of time. 

The Earth, like the movement to protect it, is wild, 
out of control, whole. The ancient Greeks named her 
wholeness Gaia, the daughter that emerges from chaos. 
To the indigenous pagans of northern Europe, the 
living Earth was known as Nerthus, and when the 
image of the Goddess Earth was drawn behind a sacred 
chariot, joy and peace would follow. By any name, this 
world is wild: willed — directed and empowered by its 
own inner nature rather than some outside force or 
idea. And we too are wild — originally, truly, deeply 
willed and willful. For safety, certainty and comfort we 
may try to deny our wildness, sacrificing our will as we 
seek shelter in the tame. Yet in spite of all the artifice 
and constraint we remain instinctual, dreaming be- 
ings who suffer in direct proportion to the suppression 
of our instincts and dreams. We are mirrors made of 
dancing flesh, interterrestrial sensors, activated nerve 
endings extending from the Gaian ganglion into the 
ever shifting universe of experience. At our best we are 
wild reflections of this greater whole, acting out our 
being, our gesture, our souls free of the regulation and 
desensitization of the modern order. 

wild adj 1. Occurring, growing, or living in a natural 
state; not domesticated, cultivated or tamed. 2. A 
natural, unrestrained life or state; Nature. 

Wildness can be described as the condition of one- 
ness with our bodies, desires, needs, sensations, in- 
stincts and dreams. Wildness is oneness with the wild 


Earth, where there is no abstraction and no real chaos, 
where even turbulence manifests itself in purposeful 
patterns more akin to art than artifice. The fear of 
sexuality, of mortality, of our nature and the natural 
world, is the fear of ourselves. The cure is in the 
reclamation of our wildness, a high-dive into the 
potent flux of natural forces, and the response-ability 
to act. 

The dominant paradigm — the techno-industrial 
"world order" — must dominate every vestige of per- 
sonal and cultural wildness in order to propagate its 
methodology of extraction and control. Theirs is the 
religion of separateness — a rigidly cultivated separa- 
tion between body and intellect, vision and reality, 
self and planet. In order to guarantee the unimpeded 


dismemberment and marketing of the natural world, 
the paradigm must construct and tend a perceptual 
schism between the living Earth and its human con- 
stituents. We find the evidence of this campaign in the 
other, newer definitions of the word "wild": "unruly, 
desolate, out of control, extravagant, fantastic, furi- 
ously disturbed or turbulent, risky, random, erratic, 
deviating, disorderly and disarranged. " The definition 
of wilderness has gone from one of "uncultivated, 
unrestrained profusion" to a "bewildering wasteland." 
In the real world, wilderness is all there is — a condition 
of profuse nature that includes but is not determined 
by populations of natural humans. In what John 
Trudell calls the "shadow of the real world," desig- 
nated Wilderness is a sequestered preserve managed 
by the same forces destroying the rest of the planet, an 
isolated playground for the recreational indulgence of 
an increasingly privileged few. For even most "out- 
door enthusiasts" wilderness remains something sepa- 
rate from the self, a place to visit rather than a 
condition of being. For those seeking deeper elemen- 
tal contact with the forces of Nature, it is an opportu- 
nity to act out a wildness shared and enjoyed equally 
by the inspirited natural landscape. Those escaping 
the boundaries of propriety and objectification are 
characteristically fun, and demonstrably feral. 

feral adj 1. Existing in a wild, untamed state, espe- 
cially, reverting to such a state from one of domestica- 
tion. 2. Characteristic of a wild animal; savage. 

To the dominant global society, wild means unruly, 
out of control, and hence dangerous. A few genera- 


tions after escaping into the thickets, feral hogs have 
turned the tables on many an unwary hunter. The 
feral creatures are the ones who have returned to their 
true nature and their natural context, a freedom worth 
guarding once found. Society refers to a willful child as 
wild. Wild weeds. Don't pick up the wild cat. Beware 
the feral dog, the savage wolf, the savages of "lesser" 
societies. We can learn so much about a civilization by 
the application of its language. We read common 
expressions like "savaged by a bear," and witness 
people yelling at their kids for behaving like "little 
savages." Savage wilderness. The word is derived from 
the Middle English sauvage, from the Latin silvaticus, 
meaning "of the woods." 

savage adj 1. Untouched by civilization, undomesti- 
cated, uncultivated, wild. 2. A primitive, un- 
civilized person. 

They may be overheard saying "it was only 
the work of primitives." Primitive art. Simplis- 
tic. Untaught. Coarse. Barbaric. 

primitive adj 1. Of or pertaining to original 
state. 2. Primal. 

If it is our original state, the condition of our 
true beings unimpeached by societal norms, 
then why the derogation, the fearful vilifica- 
tion of the primitive? What does sophistication have 
to fear from the simple, artificiality from the authen- 
tic, and civilization from the savage, the primitive, the 
primal? It fears the shift in perception and priorities, 
from denial to exuberance, from scheduled produc- 
tion to spontaneity and sensation. Civilization fears 
what Nature teaches — the ascendant power of present 
time and the primacy of direct experience. Going feral 
is an exercise in self-realization, and voluntary primi- 
tivity is the negation of the State. Nature teaches us 
what's really important. 

primal adj 1. Original, archetypal. 2. Of first impor- 
tance; primary. 

The human spirit dies when it is tamed, and the 
human species cannot survive the deliberate unravel- 
ing of contextual Nature. The scientific community 
has come full circle in its belated realization of the full 
extent of biotic interdependency, the ways in which 
even the most minuscule of living components may 
hold the key for the health of the entire ecosystem. 
Ultimately, the war of civilization versus Nature is a 
war against ourselves. The contemporary struggle 
against the civilized paradigm is, for all its assertiveness, 
an act of preservation — a celebration of diverse life 
forms, and the fullest living of our lives. 

In the early days of EFl, Wolf contributed sixty-some 
music and poetry review columns to the Journal. With 
this piece he launches a new, regular column on the 
evolving ecosophy of activism. To contact Wolf, writehim 
at, P.O. Box 708, Reserve, NM 87830. 



The Residing 

A Column of Ecosophy 6 Practice 


..Action or Vacation ? 

continued from the front page 

Remember when you were a little kid and you 
could jump on the bed for hours without feeling 
tired? Try it now. Run like crazy. Jump over stuff just 
because its there, even though you could walk 
around. Go outside in the rain and run around. Get 
soaking wet. Let hail pelt your body. Embrace the 
air. Walk around in the dark at night without a 
flashlight. Sit quietly somewhere and listen. Prac- 
tice being invisible. Feel what it feels like to be in 
your timeless, mammalian body. Many of us had a 
favorite field or patch of woods to play in when we 
were kids. Go there, at least in your mind. Rage 
because its been developed. Now tell your body to 
physically recall running through that place with 
unworried abandon. Get physically and mentally 
prepared to have your stamina tested. You are going 
to need it. 

Remind yourself that if they close off other av- 
enues through theft of the process, if they ignore 
their own biological data, if their ugly perversion of 
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justice stands, we have nothing left but 
direct action. They can try to cut; they 
can try to haul, but each and all of 
these activities will cost them if 
they are opposed openly and 
peacefully. A thief is more 
afraid of a bright light and a 
barking dog than anything 
else. We must expose this 
larceny and get the pub- 
lic to demand change; 
we cannot rely on just a 
few lawyers anymore. 

This is going to be the 
most exciting summer 
you have ever experi- 
enced. This summer is one 
of the most important for 
environmental direct action. 

The recent wave of brazen, 
unabashed pro-industrial/anti- 
environmental legislation has rel- 
egated our already imperiled wild 
places to natural resources status. We 



must stave off the massacre with our 
bodies. The legislative pendulum will 
hopefully swing in a year or two. 
Meanwhile, we must fling our 
bodies on the line. Simulta- 
neously, we must give our 
best effort at furthering 
the evolution of cultural 
consensus about wil- 
derness. To perma- 
nently protect wild 
places, humans must 
integrate wildness 
into their personal 
identity. T o have these 
values rub off on our 
fellow and sister large, 
hairless mammals, we 
must be firmly commit- 
ted to total nonviolence. 
That includes not only leav- 
ing your hostility behind when 
trying to block workers from do- 
ing their jobs, but also finding the 



Free the Planet from Corporate Rule 


by Rob Inerfeld and Ben Manski 

Corporations are among the most powerful insti- 
tutions on the planet. They decide who works and 
who doesn't and under what conditions. They de- 
cide what poisons are used and dispersed, what we 
learn in school, where money is invested, who wins 
elections and who loses, and what we see, hear and 
read in the media. 

When efforts are made in Congress to limit corpo- 
rate environmental and social harms they are nearly 
always quashed by corporations. Yet national envi- 
ronmental groups continue to focus their efforts on 
passing, strengthening, and protecting federal envi- 
ronmental laws. 

It is now clearer than ever that this strategy is 
doomed to fail. The challenge for the environmen- 
tal movement is to move beyond preserving the 
status quo, so poorly guarded by the Big 1 5 environ- 
mental groups for so many years now. We must 
create new strategies that challenge and dismantle 
the foundations of our troubles, that dismantle the 
laws, doctrines, and social practices which give 
corporations the power that they have. 

None of the efforts of the environmental move- 
ment to pass or strengthen environmental legisla- 
tion have helped us to identify and dismantle the 
sources of corporate power. It is now time for us to 
begin discussions of how we can take this power 
away. Unless we make ending corporate rule the 
primary political goal of the environmental move- 
ment and all other progressive movements in this 
country we will lose. This is not just another strat- 
egy; it is the best strategy that is available to us. 

Unfortunately, mainstream environmental groups 
still don't get it. While they have begun to recognize 
that corporations are the problem, they are still 
focusing their efforts on environmental legislation. 
One example of the continued focus on environ- 
mental legislation is the Free the Planet campaign, 
a major effort by several national student environ- 
mental organizations. 

The Free the Planet campaign was kicked-off over 
the weekend of February 24-26 in Philadelphia at 
the "Earth Day 1995: Free the Planet Conference" 
which was attended by over 1500 youth activists. 
Conference organizers described the event as an all- 
out effort to mobilize students and other citizens in 
support of 25 simple, sensible actions that environ- 
mentalists and scientists agree are long overdue to 
preserve the planet and protect public health. 

The goals of the Free the Planet campaign are to: 
energize students around key environmental issues; 
build support for strong environmental measures; 
and reinvigorate the environmental movement. 
The ma j or tactic to carry out this agenda is a petition 
drive to collect one million signatures supporting 
twenty-five Action Items to protect the environ- 


humility to see the value in reaching out to 
them. We truly have a common enemy: Those 
who have greed running through their veins like 
some of us have blood. If we stop the sale or shut 
down the office for the day, it's only a matter of 
time before we need to do it again. We must have 
a long-term strategy to back up our actions in 
order to be ultimately successful. 

People are talking. People are fed up. They hurt 
when they see those big trees rolling down the 
highway. They fume when they take their kids to 
see the salmon and there are none. They steam 
when they return to their favorite place of wilder- 
ness repose and find it slashed and gutted and 
hauled to Japan. People are ready to cross the line. 
It is our task to mobilize them, and to take effective 
actions that confront the timber industry in the 
forests, mills and boardrooms where they operate. 

Direct action campaigns everywhere need 
your help. For more information, read the 
directory listings in back of the Journal, or 
phone us at (503) 741-9191. 

Get off the superhighway and come down the 
road less traveled by. 


ment. The petition is to be presented to Congressthug 
Newt Gingrich and his Corporate Congress. The 
items in the petition include directives to protect 
existing environmental legislation, oppose takings 
legislation, ban logging in remaining old-growth 
forests and roadless areas and to phase out nuclear 
power. While most of these steps, if successful, will 
help to heal the planet, none of them challenge the 
corporate dominance which is the reason why we 
have these problems in the first place. More impor- 
tantly, because corporations wield so much power 
in Congress and society, few of these steps even 
stand a chance of actualization. 


Recognizing the problem 

At many of the conference's workshops, discus- 
sion centered on how corporations have controlled 
the debate for too long and how the environmental 
movement needs to frame the issues instead. But, 
while the Philadelphia conference organizers did a 
good job of getting youth activists together to talk 
about the corporate domination of Congress, the 
media, and the environmental agenda, they did not 
go far enough in posing the "Big Questions:” Why 
do we live in a corporate society? What is at the root 
of corporate power? How will we end corporate 
domination? 

Doing something about it 

A workshop entitled "Fighting Corporate Power" 
drew so many people that participants covered just 
about every inch of floor space and poured into the 
hallway outside. Clearly some people wanted to 
deal directly with the Big Questions. There was a 
quiet energy in the room as activists discussed the 
root sources of corporate power and strategies for 
challenging it. Participants left feeling frustrated 
that they had not had enough time to deal with 
such basic questions. Unfortunately, conference 
organizers did not provide any other forums to 
discuss strategies for getting at the root causes of 
corporate power. 

Later that evening over 150 people took part in a 
radical caucus. At the caucus, youth brainstormed 
our own visions of what a common movement 
agenda should look like. Many of the ideas that 
came out of the radical caucus confront the root 
sources of corporate power and evoke a society free 
of corporate rule. Some examples include: Popular 
initiative at all levels of government; campaign 
finance reform including full public financing of 
elections; and an end to corporate subsidies. 

Anyone who is interested in continuing the dis- 
cussions that began at the Radical Caucus should 
contact the authors of this article at the address/ 
phone number below. Also, there was an E-mail list 
created to continue the Radical Caucus discussions 
that people can subscribe to. The address is 
radaction@envirolink. org. 


Corporate environmental groups 

The Free the Planet campaign is a microcosm of 
the current state of the environmental movement. 
While there has been increasing awareness of corpo- 
rate power as the problem, there have been few 
efforts within the movement to reduce this power. 

The reason why the Big 15 environmental groups 
have yet to come around may be because they model 
themselves after corporations. Their executives get 
paid amounts comparable to corporate executives; 
they dress like corporate executives; and they talk the 
language of corporate executives. The difference is 
that corporate executives get their way while envi- 
ronmental executives compromise. One of 
the main reasons for this is that large environ- 
mental groups are dependent on corporate- 
funded foundations like the Pew Charitable 
Trust for a substantial part of their funding. 
For this reason, mainstream environmental 
groups may find efforts to end corporate rule 
threatening. If they begin to change their 
strategies, their foundation funding may dry 
up and they might have to cut back on their 
high salaries and fancy offices. 

These groups will change only if they face 
a lot of pressure from their members, who in 
most cases provide a lot more funding than 
the foundations. You can join most of these 
groups for a low-income rate of $10 or $15 
and then threaten to not renew your mem- 
bership. If one person says this they wont 
listen, but if hundreds begin to demand 
changes in policy they may reconsider. 

What you can do 

All around the country, radical eco-activ- 
ists have begun to go after the corporations 
responsible for environmental destruction 
rather than the government agencies that 
allow it to happen. This is a crucial step in educating 
Americans that corporations are behind the massive 
environmental destruction that is killing the planet. 
Most Americans are being screwed over by corpora- 
tions in one way or another and more of them are 
beginning to realize this is happening to them. We 
can capitalize on this opportunity by linking up 
with all other people who are being harmed by 
corporations. If you are targeting a particular corpo- 
ration in a campaign, think of all the other Ameri- 
cans who are being harmed by that corporation and 
of how you can get them involved in your efforts. 

There are actions that students can take which 
directly challenge corporate power. For example, 
students at Stanford University (which is a corpora- 
tion) have researched the school's investment poli- 
cies and have found that Stanford has invested 
between two and eight million dollars in five differ- 
ent polluting corporations: Texaco, DuPont, Gen- 
eral Electric, Scott Paper, and Unocal. These stu- 
dents plan to launch a campaign to force the univer- 
sity to divest from these corporations as universities 
previously, because of student pressure, divested 
from corporations that did business in South Africa. 

Activists can also join people across the United 
States who are convening Rethinking the Corpora- 
tion, Rethinking Democracy meetings. At these meet- 
ings, activists from many different movements — 
environmental, anti-poverty, labor, civil rights, and 
others — discuss the history of corporations and why 
corporations are so powerful. We discuss how we can 
take away corporate personhood and revoke the 
charters of corporations that harm people, nature 
and democracy. We talk about what a society not 
dominated by corporations could look like. During 
1995, there will be weekend-long Rethinking the 
Corporation meetings around the country. These 
meetings are a step to state-wide campaigns which 
challenge corporate rule. If you are interested in 
participating in such a meeting, in getting involved 
in a campaign in your state, or in receiving literature 
regarding the history of corporate power and what 
you can do about it, contact the Program on Corpo- 
rations, Law, and Democracy at (617) 628-6938, PO 
Box 806, Cambridge, MA 02140. 
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Corporation, n. An ingenious 
device for obtaining individual profit without individual 
responsibility. 

Ambrose Bierce 1842-1914 
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Continued from page 3 
_hetter-f»a«r-{-hanFor£man ill ever hope 
to be ,_ 

Paul, you'd do well to read about the 
Molly Maguires; look for a book by An- 
thony Bimba. In fact, I recommend you 
read Labor's Untold Story by Richard B. 
Boyer and Herbert M. Morris. You really 
need a historical perspective to understand 
the relationship between capital and labor. 
There is a big difference between cahoots 
and exploitation! In fact, next time I get an 
extra copy, I'll send you one. 

We can take the arguments into infinity 
and still get nowhere. I'd like to close my 
argument with a short parable that Larry 
Wilson of the Highlander Center once 
told me. 

Once upon a time, there was an old 
man, a child and a donkey walking down 
a back country dirt road. They met a group 
of people who, upon meeting the group, 
shook their heads in dismay saying, "What 
a shame. That old man is walking when he 
could 'wisely use' that donkey by riding 
it." Hearing this, the old man got on the 
donkey. 

Later, another group of people came 
along saying," Look at that — child abuse! 
That old man riding that donkey and 
making that poor child walk." So the old 
man got off the donkey and put the child 
on. 

Still later, another group comes along 
and says, "Shame, shame! That young 
healthy child riding that donkey and 
making that poor old man walk." So the 
old man gets on the donkey with the child 
and they both ride. 

As their journey progressed they met 
another group of people who screamed, 
"My God! That’s animal abuse! Look at 
both of them riding that poor little don- 
key." So the old man and the boy got off 
the donkey, and the old man picks up the 
donkey and puts it on his shoulders. Soon, 
they came to a narrow foot bridge with a 
1,000 foot chasm below. When they got 
close to halfway across, the donkey got 
frightened and jumped off the old man's 
shoulders. 

Splat! The donkey died! 

The moral of the story is, if you try to 
please everybody you're bound to lose 
your ass! 

— Gene Lawhorn 



Dear Miss Demeanor: 

As an admirer of your wit and wisdom, 
I was dismayed to read your advice to the 
lovelorn in Salt Lake. My dear, if city 
dwellers start thinking they can salvage 
their love lives by moving to rural areas, 
what will that mean for our wild places? 
Please think about that for a while. 

Now, it you've survived the anxiety, I 
too need some advice. How does a rural 
native cope with all those city people you 
inspired to move in and besmirch our 
foothills with subdivisions? 

Miss Demeanor replies: 

Gracious me! While I am flattered by your 
perception of my realm of influence, I do 
believe you overestimate it. I advised only one 
love-struck couple , not the urban masses. 
Being of fine, radical moral character, I am 


sure they would make fine neighbors who 
would be lively assets to their chosen rural 
community. (In fact, I would be tickled pink if 
they arrived in my own hamlet!) 

While my eco-activists friends no doubt put 
great faith in my advice, the urban throngs — 
alas! — pay me no mind. Greedy, unscrupu- 
lous developers, not myself, are to blame for 
enticing city folk into rural subdivisions. I 
highly recommend them as excellent targets 
of good old-fashioned, fun-filled, preemptive 
monkey-wrenching. 

Editor's note: 

Miss Demeanor is on vacation, backpacking 
and hitchhiking in the Southwest. If you see 
her beside the road, do offer her a ride. You'll 
recognize her by her backpack trimmed with 
pink lace, her white-gloved, upraised thumb, 
and her polite sign which reads "Please. " 


RE: The Walk for the For- 
est Update 

The Walk for the For- A 

est announcement was JB 

placed in the EF!J several 
issues ago by accident. 

Darryl Cherney has been ■ V 

flooded with letters and IS 

would like to offer an up- 
date. He has been unable ^ 
to organize the event or L— 
answer all letters because 
of logging in Headwaters 
and his busy love life. He 
still thinks the walk is a great 
idea and the 40+ responses 
seem to concur. Either it will 
happen next year or, if a 
new organizer would step 
forward, this year. If inter- 
ested write to WFF, PO Box 
34, Garberville, Ecotopia 
95542. 
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Dear Dung for Greymatter: : f 

I would like to spread P 

the word ^bout another ^ / ] f ' I ] < 

giant 'corporate/scum 
outfit that purchases ex- yjt /? 1 
tremely large amounts of 
MacBlO'S Powell River- 
Alberni paper. These international wast- 
ers of life and limb would be the one and 
only Gannett, whom have their greedy 
little hands in just about everything, but 
are famous for the pro-corporate/estab- 
lishment rag USA Today. 

Not only is the USA Today printed on 
ancient rainforests, but Gannett owns many 
other daily, weekly, and/or monthly rags, as 
well as owning a whole shitload of other 
communication/brainwashing outfits, and 
nobody knows what else. I have here a 
partial list of businesses owned by Gannett, 
do with them what you can. 

Gannett Col, Inc. Headquarters: 1100 Wilson 
Blvd., Arlington, VA 22234, (703) 284-6000. 
Newspapers: Tucson Citizen 
Marin Independent Journal 
The Californian 

The Honolulu Advertiser wt/arf/ 

The Idaho Statesman wP 

The Des Moines Register V 
The Detroit News 

Lansing State Journal Vfgjjp 

Reno Gazette- Journal 

Rochester, NY: Democrat and Chronicle, 
Times-Union 
The Cincinnati Enquirer 
Salem, OR: The Statesman Journal 
The Tennessean 
El Paso Times 
The Burlington Free Press 
The Olympiap 
Green Bay Pr\ss-Gazette 
Also they are into broadcasting 
TV Stations: Phoenix/KPNX-TV 
Little Rock/KTHV-TV 
Denver/KUSA-TV 
Washingtoni/WUSA-TV 
Atlanta/WXIA-TV 

MinneapolisVSt. Paul/KARE-TV Mr 

Radio Statiorf^: LA/KIIS/KIIS-FM F 

San Diego/KSDO/KCLX-FM — 


Attention Shit fer Brains: 

To those champions of willy nilly par- 
enthood, Delenda Est and Pinchas Baram: 
GET REAL! So it's wise .. . „ 

and virtuous to have kids 
these days? We must all //ST 

reproduce because "en- 
vironmentalists without 
kids burn out and see no 
reason to fight for the _ (i 

earth?" 

What planet have you 
been on? As a nature lover - 

who's been "fighting" for 

two decades, I can't count 

the firebrands who burned to a crisp once 
Junior arrived . The truth is that raising 
kids takes up so much time, money, and 
energy that only the most spirite d parent 
has much left for 

>’ '<£' "Mother Eailtu , ~ 

Parenthood 

C. usually ends ac- 

• — ti ve Earth duty, as 

’ V, you settle down to 

Yrr Y feed, house edu- 

cate, manage, and 
' ^ finance your off- 

■f! 1 spring. Risking jail is far 

jflpv . more worrisome when you 

have young 'uns. Some fa- 

• thers can still get out of the 

j house for night work, but fewer 

mothers can juggle a job, kids, 
j-- j and a commission in Nature's 
> Army. I think it's marvelous that 

Judi Bari is a mother and an 
f Earth warrior. I'm also sure she'd 

admit it involves some intricate 
, j footwork. 

I 1 Some parents get so terrified 

Y, : about their kids' future that they 

1 fall into denial. One father told 
i \ me he used to think there's a 

• d population explosion, but after 

, having his third kid, he realized 

I if , there's plenty for everyone. Ba- 

i bies should come with a warn- 

}\ *1 ing label: parenthood can warp 

t ' your mind! 

I know reproduction's a 
strong urge, after going though 
hell to avoid it. I got through it by 
remembering that overpopulated animals 
have small litters, and in serious times, 
none at all. The mess we're in has gone 
beyond serious. 

. Pronatalists who claim parents make 
better fighters forget. t haThu rturihg Thcr 
waging war are rar ely compatib le. True, 
vva rr iors t h rough history have had kids, 
which they leave behind with their moth- 
ers. Fine for the men, but I for one can't see 
my dude nursing a baby while I go sit in a 
tree. 

Yes, I'm offending parents here, but this 
IS for your own good. I'm not talking to 
you except in this paragraph. Wise par- 
ents know that the lower the birth rate, 
the higher their kids' hopes. I'm proud of 
the moms and dads I know who try to 
persuade others not to follow in their 
footsteps. 

So get knocked up if you can't read the 
writing on the wall. Just don't tell us 
you're doing it for your offspring. You 
think these times are hard — wait twenty 
years, if we last that long. And don't imag- 
ine you'll be raising a hero who will grow 
up to save us all. Remember what your 
parents wanted you to be? I bet it wasn't a 
flaming Earth First! radical! 

As for that nonsense about needing chil- 
dren to have a reason to fight for Earth, 
I’ve got reasons just as good. Eagles. For- 


ests. Rivers. Butterflies. Deserts. Spiders. 
Mountains. Oceans. Baby ANIMALS! Ev- 
ery human baby takes a piece of the things 

Bg I love — especially 

Amer ican babies, 'X 
Please, if it's not too j 
late, love your A 
Mother and don't j 
\ become one. ..or a 
; father either. J 




— Leslie Lyon 


Subject: You're 

- gonna love this... 

■ A friend of mine 

did some consulting for Mac-Bio, the-larg- 
est logging outfit in British Columbia. She 
said that the screen saver they all use in 
the corporate office goes something like 
this: "Earth first, we'll log the other plan- 
ets later." The sad thing is, they would. 
— North American Animal Liberation 
Front Supporters Group 







I am glad to see that Earth First! people are 
willing to take on the "takings" argument of 
the wise-abuse movement without assum- 
ing the timid and cowardly stance of some 
main-stream environmental organizations. 

Hell yes, laws like the ESA will alter the 
economy, require some people to change 
their ways, and generally reform and inform 
our way of life. They would be worthless 
otherwise. 

We must be willing to confront these 
challenges to environmental legislation 
with forthright honesty and clear resolve. 
Moreover, we must not allow the wise- 
abuse movement to elevate their peculiar 
notions of private property and other per- 
sonal rights to the level of Holy Scripture. 

Private property was never meant to 
provide a safe haven for tyranny, whether 
over humanity or nature. The rights of 
private property were never meant to su- 
persede the rights of the community, when 
they conflict. 

Ownership of land was never meant to 
confer upon the landowner special privi- 
leges in determining the form and charac- 
ter of the biological common-wealth, nor 
shape the path of 
zAA its evolution. 

Moreover, the 
ili'i extent of personal 
HfvNb liberties on a 
planet with nearly 
— ~ 7 six Hilton human 

~ inhabitants is 

/ w much diminished 

// Slsr from that on a 

planet with less 
than one billion, as was the case when 
many of our rights were formalized. 

This is a matter of physical reality, not 
political theory. The imposed limits are 
physical and no more unfair or tyrannical 
than gravity or the length of the day. 

What we fail to understand, we human- 
oids, is that with an expanding human 
dominance of the earth, the effect of our 
activities is now profound where it once 
was insignificant. 

All the other species within the biological 
community, together with the natural 
biological and geological processes that 
form the basis for evolutionary 
progression, should be considered by 
people of good will to be part of a 
fundamental heritage. We have no right 
to significantly diminish that heritage nor 
to discount the interests of our 
descendants, human or otherwise, in that 
heritage. As in no other time in the history 
of mankind, indeed in the history 
of life, does the shape one species 
chooses for its world so thoroughly 

\ limit the world of its descendants. 
Never before have our choices so 
absolutely determined and 
circumscribed the range of choices 
for those who will follow. 

L It is only with an arrogant, 

3P smarter-than-God attitude that we 
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believe we may diminish so greatly for our 
descendants what we have inherited from 
our ancestors. 

If some of us persist with such behavior, 
hiding behind some perverse notion of prop- 
erty rights, then others are warranted, in- 
deed morally obligated, to take corrective 
action, with government regulation if pos- 
sible, with vigilante ac- 
tion if necessary. 

But in any case, the 
expanding and unavoid- /«£ A 

able long-term effect of iJKL- r! 

our actions raises the Mtjr J£ 

questions out of the nar- M., 
row focus of traditionally 
defined personal rights. Lj ! 

The irony is that those rtljSB 

who insist on antiquated fflf 

notions of personal rights t|! VvS|: 

are the ones who risk 
making those rights pro- 
hibitively costly and un- 
tenable in contemporary 
society. 

Regards, 

— Henry 

Dear "To Spike or Not to Spike" Feedback 
Tabulators, 

I wish that I could spike Sage scrub! 

— Udo, 
Baja Ecotopia 

Dear Tubercular Head: 

As a long time subscriber and veteran 
wild forest activist, let me say that I've 
never written a letter to the editor of this 
fine rag. That is, until now. What prompted 
me to these new heights? Or depths? Well, 
I'm not sure. But I have this feeling deep 
in my bowels that something isn't right. 
Yet I can't quite put my finger on the 
problem. Trust me (never trust anyone 
who tells you that), something is wrong. 

Perhaps it is the lack of civility we've 
often shown each other in the movement. 
In some instances, this feeling manifests 
itself as a lack of basic respect for thought 
and ideas other than our own. Each of us 
are deeply concerned about what soulless 
corporations are doing to the planet. We're 
angry we're hurt. We're outraged — all 
proper and justified responses necessary 
to fuel rebellion. And, make no mistake, 
we must rebel. We must never capitulate 
to the rape and run mentality of unrelent- 
ing corporate greed that is devouring the 
Earth. We must resist at all cost. But you 
already know this. 

Specifically, I see within the Journal 
what, for lack of a better term, is the 
absence of common courtesy. Several times 
in recent years I've submitted articles to 
the journal staff to be considered for pub- 
lication. Each time, my musings have failed 
to get into print, and each time I've heard 
nothing, not a word, from the journal 
staff. Couldn't someone take two minutes 
to write a simple post card saying "We 
can't use your piece?" Without a response 
of any kind, can I be sure you even re- 
ceived it? Perhaps some unscrupulous 
agent of the government shredded it. 

Another example, in December, I or- 
dered some stuff from the Journal, paying 
by check, and have yet to receive it. Seven 
weeks later, I contacted the Journal office 
by fax, inquiring about my stuff, but failed 
to receive a response. I inquired via fax 
because I could be certain that my message 
was received and its faster than the mail. 
Not a word. Nothing. Kiss $ 1 7 bucks good- 


xrAJSxr 


bye. No more orders from me, thank you. 

I suppose that I am as busy as any other 
activist in the movement. My work often 
takes me far from home. My desk is fre- 
quently a foot deep in scoping notices, 
appeals, hearings, highway projects and 
other atrocious things requiring my atten- 
tion. Moreover, I edit a newsletter and 
distribute it nationwide. 
However, in spite of a 
busy schedule in which 
there simply aren't 
enough hours in the day, 
|lpsfPIP|||L and there clearly aren't 

Pff enough of us doing the 

real work of conserva- 
tion, I somehow manage 
Mmmm to answer every missive 
that reaches my desk. 
Every one. Can't some- 
one in your office extend 
lUt. Yak the same courtesy? I'm 

'•SIP® not your enemy, I am 

your friend. Always re- 
member that. 

— Charlie "the crow" 

Merchandise Flunky Responds: 

I must say that I agree with you concerning 
a lack of basic politeness in the movement, 
and I hate to think that the Earth First! 
Journal is a contributor. By now you should 
have received the t-shirt you ordered — as 
should everyone else who ordered it. There 
were problems printing that shirt, "Unbroken 
Wilderness Forever; A Higher Law, " that we 
have since worked out. Unfortunately we made 
the mistake of advertising the t-shirtbefore we 
had the shirt in stock. 

I never received your earlier fax inquiring 
about your order. I don't know why that is — 
except that unfortunately some things fall 
through the cracks around here. I am quite 
certain, however, that I sent a postcard to you 
in January explaining the situation with the t- 
shirt. I sent one to everyone who had ordered 
that t-shirt. 

I'm sorry that you feel that you'll never 
order anything through us again; however, as 
hard as we try, we're not really business 
people, We're activists and we sell merchan- 
dise to get the word out, not to make a profit. 
At the same time I realize that if people 
interested in Earth First! have a bad 
experience with their merchandise y v 
order, they may get an unfavorable 
opinion of us and "the movement." % 
I'd like to think that isn’t the case /, 

very often. I suppose in our defense, I Jjd 
should go on about how overworked jpfjjk 
we are, but I really don't think it's ^ ‘f-fk 
necessary — you are an activist as i 

well, and it sounds as if you've found £ 

an unfailing way to deal with re- 
sponses that we have not. I think that we here 
at the Earth First! Journal would all agree 
that attending to responses is the biggest crack 
we have, but we are working on it. Feel free to 
send us some suggestions. 

I hope I have adequately responded to your 
criticisms without commg off too defensive. Some- 
times us editors don’t take criticism too well. 

By the way, special thanks to Jackie Taylor 
for letting us use her beautiful artwork for our 
new t-shirts. 

—KD 

Dear Ron Arnold for Brains, 

A thought occurred to me as I was sit- 
ting on the john this morning (it's where 
1 do my best thinking): why not fight fire 
with fire? For too long the wise-use move- 
ment and their puppets in government 
have had all the fun. If the wise-use move- 


ment tries to infiltrate our movement, 
why couldn't some of us infiltrate theirs? 
Throw a little paranoia their way. You 
know, shake the fuckers up a bit! And 
please spare me the line about fairness or 
correct tactics (although I know this may 
not be a good long-term solution), they've 
been hitting us with death threats, burn- 
ing down our houses and physically abus- 
ing us for too long. In my mind they've 
crossed the line regarding fair play a long 
time ago. The least we could do is disrupt 
their movement with a little psychologi- 
cal warfare. 

Just a thought, 

— An activist armed with ideas 

Howdy, 

Let me begin by thanking you for send- 
ing me a subscription to the Journal. The 
latest issue of the Journal was great j 
and it made me realize what I have 
been missing since you all moved 
from Missoula to Eugene. I was espe- 
cially impressed with the articles on 
the "corporate greens" (Cashing Out, 

The Taming of the Corporate Greens/^T^j j 
and Whine and Cheese: The Wilder- 
ness Society Chokes in Idaho). I was 
really impressed by the Whine and 
Cheese article, as a member of TWS I 
am often amazed by the audacity and 
shortsightedness of its leadership. I 
didn't find out from TWS that they 
had put out an alternative recovery 
plan for the grizzly bear, I read about 
it in another publication (in fact I just 
found out about their Citizen's Guide 
to the Northwest Forest Plan in this 
issue of the Journal). Needless to say 
the next check that I send out goes to you 
all and NOT to TWS! f ' 

I would also like to inform you that I am 
currently incarcerated in the Federal Cor- 
rectional Institution at Florence, CO. I am 
currently serving a 12-month sentence for 
a probation violation. I was originally 
charged with trespassing on government 
property (during an anti-nuclear demo 
about 8 years ago), I had received five 
years probation and then just before it 
expired 1 violated it by failing to report, so 
I received another 3 years of probation. 

Well I must have a problem 
\ j with authority figures or some- 

Sftp’j/f thing because I once again vio- 
lllLr lated my probation for failing 
fflmk to report. I will be released in 

lIPppi July (just a few short months 

WwA'iSs, away) — the address for Search 
S9 HktV'\ for the Great Bear is my "home" 

WFau'u address (but continue to send 
x me the Journal here until I no- 
tify you). 

Maybe when I'm out I'll drop by and 
meet you all; my dear Mother lives in 
Oregon and I haven't been out there since 
I used to tree plant (near Burnt Woods, 
Toledo, Eddyville, etc.). Mom lives in Eagle /- 
Point. I wouldn't mind working on the 
Journal for a stint. 

You all keep up the great work. Like I 
said I was really impressed with the way 
the Journal is (and I'm a LONG time Jour-Vr 
nal reader), in fact this might be the best 
its ever been — -it sore isn't "same as it ever 
was." j 

Do something for your mother tonight! 

Ex Animo, 

— Daniel (the bear man) 


Gentle persons: 

Re: Tree spiking. Interesting item. 

During the "Civil" war battle of 
Chickamauga (GA) Sept. 1863 the 
bullets flew to such an extent that 20 
years later, saw blades at the saw mills 
were broken and damaged by these 
bullets. (That will teach them to cut 
down trees! Especially on old battle- 
fields!) The trees survived the bullets but 
the saws didn't! 

— Michael G. 

Editor note: The little missive below is a 
message we sent out to all our contacts 
concerning a letter we printed in the March, 
1995 issue of the Earth First! Journal. 

It looks like we've done something 
that may prove to be a little problematic 
a r-v. in this last issue 


mwm 







>1 THOUGHT THEVD) 
h-i NEVER TEAVEyj 




_ (Eostar 1995). We 

printed a letter to 

r the editor that in 

■ hindsight we realize 

/% / i might be offensive, 

[fflflf! The letter was 

written by Matthew 
Cheney, and states 
(careful now, this is 
out of context — you 
can find the letter 
on page 31) "If I 
have to worry 
about you yapping 
u, about niggers, femi- 
Nazis, and faggots, 
I'm going to get 
- distracted, and 

there's going to be 
a conflict between two people who 
should be working together to save the 
Earth." Cheney, who describes himself 
as "an unabashed left-wing homo- 
sexual," seems to be speaking out 
against bringing social issues into our 
conservation work so as to avoid having 
to confront the racists, sexists and 
homophobes that unfortunately do 
exist in the environmental movement. 

Some of us on staff felt that the letter 
should not have been printed, while 
others felt that the letter was acceptable 
as the context of the language was clear 
and the racism, sexism and homophobia 
present was intended as ironic. After we 
went to press, however, it was brought 
to our attention that different interpre- 
tations of the letter were possible. 

An equally important concern is that 
the use of such words may be inherently 
racist, sexist and homophobic, even if 
their use was intended to be ironic. In 
other words, is it ever OK to use these 
words? We feel that the current all- 
white, mostly male, mostly hetero 
editorial staff should be extra-sensitive 

on this subject. 

v Hre Journal staff does agree that we 

should "advance the creation of a world 
Wild and Free of speciesism, racism, 
sex ism," violence, exploitation and \ 

oppression ( Eugene Proposal, consens ed J 
, upon at the '93 Mt. Graham RRRL'f Our 
questions to you are whether this Tetter, 
as written, meets the criteria of the 
proposal and, should it have been 
printed? We'd appreciate feedback. 

To those who may have been of- 
fended, we apologize — it was not our 
intent. 

Sincerely, 

— Earth First! Journal Collective 

s / 

Dear EF!, 

It appears that I've stirred up a 
controversy. Not something bad to do 
in this movement, but unfortunately, 
it's not a controversy I anticipated or 
wanted. Perhaps we can all learn 
something from it. 

I was just given a copy of a letter that 
went out to all the Earth First! contacts. 
The letter is solely about a letter I wrote 


sm, I 
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Continued on page 30 
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This is the 



Honest 


Continued from page 29 

which was published in the Eostar 1995 
issue. I will admit that my letter was 
written very quickly, very late at night, 
and that some of my intent may have 
been obscured by wording, but I think if 
you read the letter carefully, the mean- 
ing is quite clear. 

I wrote: "If I have to worry about you 
yapping about niggers, femi-Nazis, and 
faggots, I'm going to get distracted, and 
there's going to be a conflict between two 
people who should be working together to 
save the Earth." BUT — before that sen- 
tence I described myself (accurately, by 
the way) as "an unabashed left-wing ho- 
mosexual." The sentence with the various 
slang expressions in it seems to have caused 
the editorial collective to worry about of- 
fending people — namely, African-Ameri- 
can, women, and homosexuals. (Perhaps I 
should have called myself a "faggot.") 

I never thought the EF! movement lacked 
a sense of irony, but I guess I was wrong. 
Maybe you don't have any "unabashed left- 
wing homosexuals" in Eugene, so my point 
of view was completely foreign to you. 

Perhaps I should have added a sentence: 
"Racism, misogyny, and homophobia are 
not helpful to Earth First! or any move- 
ment outside of the campaigns of Pat 
Buchanan and Jesse Helms." I hate to have 
to clarify something I already wrote, but 
whatlmeantby saying I don't want to have 
to worry about these things is that PREJU- 
DICE SHOULD BE ELIMINATED FROM 
EARTH FIRST! AS QUICKLY AND EFFEC- 
TIVELY AS POSSIBLE! I'm here and I'm 
queer — deal with it. Now let's save an eco- 
system together. 

"Nigger," "femi-Nazi," and "faggot" are 
all terms used by white, heterosexual men 
to degrade other people. When used by 
people who are not white, heterosexual men, 
they are meant to point out the prejudice 
of the majority. Also, there is a hypothesis 
that if I (as a homosexual) use terms such 


as "queer" and "faggot" as general terms 
of affection, then it will remove some of 
the sting and immediate power from those 
words. That was not, however, what I was 
trying to do in the letter. I was simply 
using slang for accuracy, since those are 
the words used by the offending people. 

Certain people within the Earth First! 
movement have a real problem with how 
they relate to minorities. Statements have 
been made by EF!ers that are blatantly 
offensive to certain groups of people. 
This makes us less effective as activists by 
creating stupid barriers between people 
who have far too much in common to be 
wasting their energy on thoughtless judg- 
ments. Also, prejudiced statements give 
our enemies ammunition and alienate 
possible allies. 

So let's now focus our attention on the 
real racists, the real sexists, the real 
homophobes — there are millions out there, 
and many of them are EFiers. The fact that 
people misinterpreted my letter proves it. 

Sincerely, 

— Matthew Cheney 

Dear EF! Collective, 

Thanks for the note about the Matthew 
Cheney letter. Well, you might say I'm 
jaded (I am), but I wasn't offended by 
what he said — not with all the really offen- 
sive, sickening language coming out of 
Washington, DC these days. 

I did like the content and tone of Reynard's 
plastic tree spike letter, though. It offered an 
ethical, practical solution; it moves our think- 
ing forward. The only letter edit policy I can 
support is minimizing complaints and an- 
ger, maximize the voices that add to the 
evolution of our movement. 

Keep up the good work y'all! 

In wild we thrive 

— Whole Bird 



Dear SFB, 

It just wouldn't be the EF!J if it wasn't 
offending some of the people some of the 
time. I hadn't read the 
SFB in question, it was 
too long, thank you for 
pointing it out to me. 

The other night I 
was watching the 
Tammy Wynette spe- 
cial on TV. She sang her 
classic "Stand By Your Man" and I had a 
flash. ..What if Tammy Wynette isn't re- 
ally a woman? What if Tammy is really a 
man in drag? That gave the whole song 
a different take... "Stand by your 
man. ..and show the world you love 
him. ..keep giving all the love you 
can.. .stand by your man." My point is, 
CONTEXT. Context makes the differ- 
ence. If Matthew Cheney is a homo- 
sexual than its OK with me if he uses the 
word faggot but I would never use it and 
unless he is also a black lesbian I think 
he used a very poor choice of words. 
What's really ironic about all of this, is 
his own letter is apparently having the 
opposite effect of its intention. 

Last year when I wrote my Bee & Flower 
Beltain Blurb I got some shit and got 
called heterosexist. I honestly didn't 
know that the worker bees of the world 
were all female. Notice this year I man- 
aged to write a Beltain blurb without 
mentioning sex. I said desire, but that 
could be desire for ice cream. I am sensi- 
tive to the fact that nobody wants to 
hear a really straight person's opinion 
about sex. 

So what's this about going to maga- 
zine format? Did I miss something or is 
this a delusion of Matthew Cheney's? 
Don't do it. I like the Journal how it is. In 
fact I just love you. 

— Peggy Sue McRae 


Dear EF! Collective, 

Thanks for your letter about Cheney's 
letter. I haven't been the Santa Cruz con- 
tact for sometime now, but as I still gather 
the mail and take Journals to the store to 
sell, I guess you have my name in your 
computer all mixed-up like. So I'm seizing 
the opportunity to respond and then I'll 
pass your letter on to our current white, 
het, male contact. 

As someone who has been involved in 
printing controversial articles (not my 
own) in the Journal, I can sympathize 
with your dilemma of what to print. All 
that feedback can get right confusing too. 
I always admire the pluck of all Journal 
collectives. 

But ... since you asked, I must say I wish 
Cheney’s letter had been tossed into the 
shredder. Ironic or not, I feel those words 
are inherently racist, sexist, and 
homophobic, Jhat letter does not mea- 
sure up to "The Proposal." Such words do 
not promote healing. They are ugly and 
uninspiring. I doubt they will encourage 
folks of diverse colors and sexualities to 
join in with Earth First!... even if the words 
are supposedly used in jest. C'mon you 
mostly white het dudes, think about it a 
little. And then try real hard to be just a 
tiny bit sensitive. It is good to be consider- 
ate of such things. 

In a movement such as EF!, or in any 
anarchist movement, politeness and man- 
ners can go a long way in improving 
communication. One can make all kinds 
of intelligent, even sarcastic and seething 
jokes aimed at evil institutions; it is also 
important to laugh at oneself, but be- 
tween ourselves there ought to be kind- 
ness. "Nigger" and "faggot" and "femi- 
nazi" 'are not helpful. They are painful, 
loaded words. So shame on you for using 
that letter but keep up all the other good 
work! 

Redwood dreams and Cougar screams, 
— Karen DeBraal 


...Manure 


continued form front page 


Meanwhile , the meeting inside was buzzing right 
along. MacBlo was happy to report that they had 
quadrupled their net profits in the first quarter of 
the fiscal year. With such good news they decided to 
open the floor to speakers. As it turned out some 
folks weren't so happy with the financial report. 

One woman waited patiently for her turn. Share- 
holders beside her were a little curious about why 
she was fondling her armpits so profusely: Curiosity 
killed the cat. As she approached the speaker she 
removed the contents of her armpits and told MB 
exactly what she thought of them while simulta- 
neously smearing the company logo with cream 
pies. Pausing momentarily, she turned and looked 
Bob Finlay straight in the eye and, with a dead on 
shot, tossed the other pie straight into his face. 
Unfortunately, Bob has become so accustomed to 
being pied that he reflexively threw his MB info 
pack in front of his face to block the shot. Only a 
little dessert ended up in his lap. "I have nothing 
good to say about any of you!" were the last words 
uttered by the woman before she was carted out by 
security straight to the blue pen waiting for her 
outside. The show went on with the police and 
security getting ready for a very long day. 

10:40 am jail count: 5 EFiers and counting. 

After that, the hijinx began to slow down just a 
little for a while, but the whisper mill had it that 
there was still something else to happen. As it 
turned out, there was to be a banner hanging, and 
for a frantic 45 minutes it seemed like it might not 
happen as members of the Forest Action Network 
worked furiously to find access to the roof of the 
hotel. Downstairs, many activists kept themselves 
busy trying to figure out ways to get into the hotel 
and warm up. When the cops started to read our t- 
shirts, the game became a bit more challenging. 

Just when many people were ready to call it a day, 
a small figure appeared on the wall of the Hyatt. If 
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you looked waaaay 
up you could see the 
lone banner-hanger 
making his way 
do wn the side of the 
high-rise hotel. 

With ease the ban- 
ner was unfurled, 
blazing "As MB Lies, 

Clayoquot Dies" 
against the build- 
ing. At that point, 

Mother Nature got 
a little testy for a 
while; soon both 
the banner and the 
hanger were being 
thrown up into the 
wind like leaves on 
the ground. The 
climber's support 
person soon be- 
came quite con- 
cerned for his well-being because he was being picked 
up by the wind and thrown back against the build- 
ing. The wind twirled the banner and pulled its 
weights on the bottom into the wind, and then 
dragged the climber from one side of the building 
and threw him into the external elevator shaft. All 
eyes were on the climber. 

After a very brief rainshower, the weather began to 
calm and so did all involved. The climber was in fine 
shape and had no intention of coming down any- 
time soon. His calm voice on the radio soothed our 
anxiety on the ground. He busied himself with reset- 
ting the banner, and the media came out of the AGM 
meeting to yet another news event. With everything 
going just fine, it was high time for the police to show 
up and act way out of control. 

The first to arrive was the Search and Rescue truck, 
followed closely by a big ol' fire truck that blocked off 


"Same shit, different day" in Vancouver, British Columbia 

traffic in front of the hotel. Then to top it off, what was 
left of the Vancouver City police department showed 
up. To say the least, they overreacted. However, to 
their credit, they did an amazing critical mass action 
by shutting down one of the busiest downtown streets 
for about an hour and a half. Upon the roof there was 
now a barrage of cops and security folks and two 
people who were the climber's support. As it turned 
out the police they sent up were, in fact, afraid of 
heights so they talked to the climber on the radio, but 
avoided looking down at him from 40 stories up. 

The long and short of it: Forest Action Network 
and Greenpeace did an amazing banner hanging 
and the Vancouver City police and Vancouver Fire 
Department did a great road block. Well Done! 

At 1:30pm the jail count was nine. By 5:30, all had 
been released without charges and the whole "crappy" 
tale made national and a hell of a lot of local media. 





Mitsubishi's Monster Machine 


by Michael Marx 

Many forest activists in the United 
States may be surprised to learn that 
one of the largest exporters of wood 
products from this country is Mitsubishi 
International (MI), which sells to its 
parent company, Mitsubishi 
Corporation (MC) in Japan. MC is the 
core member of one of the largest and 
richest corporate families in the world 
with assets and income greater than 
most nations. MC is also arguably the 
worst corporate destroyer of forests in 
the world with an unparalleled legacy 
of illegal, unethical and unsustainable 
logging. 

The Mitsubishi keiretsu (affiliation) 
is composed of nearly 1,000 
companies. In terms of employees, 
net income and assets it is the largest 
corporate family in the world. MC is 
the soga shosha, or trading company 
for the keiretsu. Its mission is to locate 
resources, identify partners, negotiate 
deals, and insure that the other 
Mitsubishi companies receive a 
constant supply of inexpensive raw 
materials, energy, etc. 

MC is the dominant member of the 
Mitsubishi keiretsu. It is affiliated with 
over 600 of nearly a thousand other 
Mitsubishi companies. Founded by 
Yataro Iwasaki in 1870, MC quickly 
rose to become one of the most influ- 
ential companies in Japan. Prior to 
World War II, MC was the parent 
company in the Mitsubishi group. 
After World War II, General Douglas 
MacArthur broke the group into 139 
entities because of its powerful role in 
fueling the Japanese war machine with 
airplanes, ships, and armaments. In 
1949, Japan relaxed its antitrust laws, 
and the Mitsubishi companies re- 
grouped into a highly interdependent 
family structure. 

Shortly after the end of WWII, 
Mitsubishi entered the logging trade 
with operations in North America and 
Southeast Asia. Since then, MC and 
other Japanese companies have be- 
come the largest importers of timber 
in the world. 

Mitsubishi has been logging other 
countries' forests for over 40 years. In 
that time, MC has consistently been 
one of the largest importers of logs 
from forests in Southeast Asia, South 
America, North America, and Siberia. 
Mitsubishi also has a deplorable record 
of illegal and unethical logging prac- 
tices and has lead the way in masking 
destructive activity with extensive 
public relations campaigns. 

MC claims its operations are all 
sustainably operated, but even the con- 
servative International Tropical Tim- 
ber Organization acknowledges that 
less than .5% of all rainforest logging is 
conducted in a sustainable fashion. 
While some tree species can regenerate 
in tropical forests, thousands of plant, 
insect, and animal species are brought 
to extinction by loggers. Simulta- 
neously, hundreds of thousands of for- 
est people are being impoverished. 
Considering that much of the wood is 
used to make plywood forms for con- 
crete that will be used once or twice 
and thrown away, the benefits hardly 
justify the costs. 

In Alaska's Tongass National Forest, 


Mitsubishi Corporation and Mitsubishi Other Mitsubishi companies are find- forced to do otherwise, CCMC left 

Bank together have shares in the Alaska ing new ways to destroy the Amazon's stacks of unused trees lying on the 

Pulp Company which was found guilty rainforests. They are engaged in gold ground, impeding forest regeneration, 

of trying to monopolize the timber mining and tar sand extraction in Ven- They finally burned the trees to avoid 

industry in southeast Alaska through a ezuela. They are prospecting for a new public embarrassment. 

"pattern of collusive communications mine in Ecuador's Andean rainforest. For the first three years of the cam- 

and joint projects" according to US They even offered to pay off $115 bil- paign against Mitsubishi, executives 

District Court Judge Barbara Rothstein. lion (US) of Brazil's foreign debt in refused to meet with environmental 

The US Forest Service found that APC exchange for gold mining rights in the leaders. The company sent hundreds 

actually kept two sets of invoices to Brazilian rainforest. Gold mining has of thousands of carefully worded let- 

mask their true transactions. been devastating to Brazil's environ- ters defending its logging activities by 

For twenty years in Washington and ment and indigenous cultures. pointing to poverty as the real cause of 

Oregon, Mitsubishi was one of the Mitsubishi is now turning its atten- rainforest destmction.lt even produced 
largest purchasers of whole logs, many tion to temperate and boreal forests in a comic book forjapanese High Schools 

of which originated in old-growth the US, Canada and Siberia where it has refuting environmentalists' claims. The 

stands in national forests. The logs become the largest importer of timber. Ministry of Education recalled it as 

were largely purchased from In British Columbia, Mitsubishi's propaganda, ordering it removed from 

Weyerhaeuser Corporation. Even to- Crestbrook operation is clearcutting High School libraries. Mitsubishi Cor- 

day, Mitsubishi International in the the forests to produce pulp for export, poration has ignored criticism of its 

operations outside tropical zones in its 
public relations literature. 

The international campaign against 
Mitsubishi is heating up and there are 
indications that Mitsubishi companies 
in the US may be tiring under the 
constant pressure from activists. The 
■§. Rainforest Action Network (with 150 

I groups world-wide) and the Taiga 

§ Rescue Network (145 participating 

^ groups) are joining forces with the 

| World Rainforest Movement, 

g. Mainstream environmental groups 

Si like the Sierra Club have resolutions 

Q before their Boards of Directors to 

§; endorse and support the boycott. On 

if the civil disobedience front, Earth First! 

^ activists continue to play a major role 

5 1 ranging from lock-downs to banner 

S hangings and various climbing 

actions. 

RAN will target college campuses in 
US continues to be one of the largest The Vancouver Sun called Crestbrook the spring to obtain student 

exporters of logs, milled wood, and one of the worst polluters in the Prov- government resolutions blocking the 

wood chips from this region. ince. The Edmonton Journal revealed sales or purchase of Mitsubishi 

In the Philippines, MC is part owner in July 1993 that Crestbrook Forest products and recruitment by 

of Agusan Wood Industries, which Industries "warned investors in 1991, Mitsubishi Companies on campuses, 

logs rainforests for plywood. In almost two years ago, that Revenue In the openingweeks of the campaign, 

Indonesia, MC is one of the largest Canada was seeking up to $12.7 mil- the University of Colorado, Colorado 

purchasers of plywood. In Malaysia, lion for six years of unpaid taxes." College, Whitman College, University 

MC controls Daiya Malaysia Sdn. The tax collectors regard of Iowa, Tufts, Boston College, Bernard 

which is logging a 240, 000-acre forest Mitsubishi's marketing agreement College, University of Minneapolis, 

despite blockades by Iban, Kayan, and with Crestbrook as illegal "transfer Seattle Central Community College 

other tribal groups. In Burma, pricing." Transfer pricing is a scheme all passed the resolution. RAN is also 

Mitsubishi is believed to be buying where profits are moved offshore sending a videotape and packet of 

teak and lobbying the Japanese through sales discounts. Al-Pac, information to the CEOs of several 

government to support the repressive Mitsubishi's latest pulp project in corporations with a request for them 

Burmese military government. In Alberta, has acknowledged that its to endorse RAN's appeal for an 

Papua New Guinea, a government sales agreement with Mitsubishi is independent commission to resolve 

commission accused Mitsubishi of very similar to Crestbrook's. the issue. RAN is also planning 

evading millions in royalties through Mitsubishi has broken other laws demonstrations at auto shows across 
illegal transfer pricing. Now, after the pulp was sold. It recently the world and is shipping a 35 foot 

Mitsubishi is positioning itself to log pleaded guilty to a price fixing con- inflatable chainsaw to groups who 

or buy timber from Vietnam and spiracy in Canada and the US. Ac- wish to demonstrate at these events. 

Cambodia. knowledging it schemed to raise the Individuals or groups interested in 

When asked by Granada TV of the price of thermal fax paper by ten per- participating in the campaign should 

UK what they would do when the cent, the company and its co-con- contact the Rainforest Action Network 

Malaysian timber sources were spirators agreed to pay seven million at (4 15) 398-4404 to obtain organizer's 

exhausted, the Director of dollars in criminal fines. manuals, videotapes, stickers, and 

Environmental Affairs for Mitsubishi, Also in British Columbia, Mitsubishi's posters. 

Mr. Kyosuke Mori responded Canadian Chopstick 

"probably we will seek for (sic) another Manufacturing Company 

source." The company has already is the largest disposable 

targeted the Amazon, Canada, and chopstick factory in the 

Siberia. world, producing six mil- 

Mitsubishi Corporation is well lion pairs of chopsticks 
established in the Amazon. It currently per day. Accordingto Fort 
has three different operations in Brazil Nelson Ministry of Forest 
producing plywood, cardboard, and officials, CCMC wastes 85 
mahogany paneling for export. In percent of the timber it 
Bolivia, it has operations that produce cuts from old-growth As- 
similar products. It has quietly become pen forests to insure "the 
the largest exporter of wood chips finest unstained, dispos- 
from Chile's old growth forests. able chopstick." Until 


Hey Tree-Hugger , 

GET A JOB! 

a! 


WISCONSIN'S 
ENVIRONMENTAL DECADE 


We're hiring Grassroots 
Organizers both for can- 
vassing & organizing on 
issues like mining, trans- 
portation, energy, forest 
preservation, the works. 
Not just another canvass: 
Organizing is what we're 
all about. Good pay, 
good work, great town! 
Call: (608) 251-7020 
Madison, Wisconsin 
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Armgd wtth Visions 


I AM THE BUDDHA WHO FISHES 
INSECTS FROM PUBLIC URINALS 

l. 

At the globe bottom of the urinal 

off route one oh one north of lincoln city 

there was this spider struggling 

gangly legs slipping furious to crawl away 

from the stink of the cakewhite deodorizer 

blocking the piss from the drain. 

Its poor groping body 

struggled and slipped down to the yellow pool 
while its delicate eyes 

hummed over the exhausted world of the wayside 
bathroom 

littered with wadded toilet paper and paper towels 
unused scattered soaking up the puddles of water 
running along the cracks of the floor tile. 

The more the spider tried 
the more it slipped back 
towards the acid urine. 

So I ran to the paper dispenser, 
pulled out a towel, rolled it up, 
and knelt to scoop the spider out. 

When the spider wearily fell onto the paper 
a maintenance man came through the door, 
smiling astonished, and said, 

“Hey thanks! Now I don’t have to do it!” 

I smiled back, embarrassed, 
and took the spider outside, 
marrying it like an officiating preacher 
to the thomed vine of a salmonberry bush. 

2. 


ALL RIGHTS RESERVED TO TH€ AUTHORS 

Clear as cut glass 
& just as dangerous 


SEND POEMS TO 

Warrior Poets Society 
ASUC Box 361 Berkeley CA 947210-4510 





linoleum cut by Natalie Springuel 



In the urinal of the men’s room at beverly beach 
there was a beetle. 

A large black beetle with magnificent pincers 

and globe black eyes that had crossed the waters of lethe 

and returned to tell. 

It struggled already pissed on 

and left for dead with the other soggy dead. 

Dead foil wrappers, dead cigarette butts, 
dead gobs of toilet paper. 

When I reached down to pick the confused beetle out 
an old man walked in, watching me from behind, 
saying nothing until I turned 
and faced his shaking head, laughing, 

“Never seen that before!” 

And he added as I passed him, suddenly serious, 

“You can’t save them all, you know.” 

“No,” 

“but I can save this one.” 

Christien Gholson 


WHEN VTBRAM MEETS EYOSKELETON: 
A HIKER'S CAVEAT 


I smushed a black beetle 
on the Trail today 
(I didn’t mean to do it). 

He was scurrying to work 
I was saunterin’ to Maine 
We met 
He crunched 
That’s all there was to it. 

Why does this rack me 
with such an awful guilt? 

‘Twas “only” an insect 
this beetle I’ve kilt. 

To answer this question 
I’ve found no solution 
except something Big: 

COSMIC KARMIC RETRIBUTION. 


You say that it’s “silly” 
to have such a fear? 

“What goes around, comes around” 
(‘least that’s what I hear). 

So I’ll grieve for this beetle 
as if he was kin 
(though I never looked like 
nor quarreled with him) 

Till one day as I scurry about 
looking smug 
when I reckon that 
I’ll get squished, too 
(like that bug). 

Bill Wunkle 



A Toast To Wvmered Bugs 

To all bugs who fled city sprawl 
or death sprays from farmers above, 
only to 

be murdered on highways 
by rakish windshields 
and grinning grills, 

I offer a solemn toast. 

For no one cries over the remains 

but only vent annoyance at washing splattered 

bodies 

from glass and chrome, 
or prying jammed relics 
from radiators leaking metallic-green fluid. 

Oblivious drivers roar over meadow roads at sixty-five, 
extinguishing looping fireflies 
sucking up colonies 
overrunning tribes 

annihilating with abandon 
frolicking moths, 
fluttering lace wings 
convocations of gnats 
and hurrying bees. 

Whipping rapier antennas halve dragonflies 
Side mirrors arrest soaring dances of butterflies. 
Fords make the good Lord cringe when tires mash 
His mantis, caterpillar, and Jimminy Cricket. 

Alas... 

To those slain fairies of the realm, a toast: 

May their issue learn to fly high over highway 

and country blacktop 

Or vehicles slow to a stop 

forever releasing the commerce of insects to 

progress 

in buzzing delight. 

Granting man to walk among insectum fantastical 

and learn 

by slowing down 

he gains. 

Ronald Colby 

Santa Monica, CA 



"What is it you do?" 

Little green bug 
Crawling on my arm, 

What is it you do? 

Are you merely food 
For some other importanf bejng 
In an infinitesimal "Order 
We barely comprehend? 

Or are you, yourself 
Some irreplaceable function 
Of Gaia? 

(like mycorrhizal fungi) 

Which brings me 
As always 
Full circle 
To ask 

What is it humans do? 

Mary de La Valerie 




Will They Remain Green Rolling Hills7 


Video Review by Jason Halbert 

"7 am sympathetic, for these men are 
trying to live out an American nightmare 
which our system of schools and our voices 
of government never told them was ill- 
founded. There is not the raw material in 
the woods, or beyond, to make all of us rich. 
And in striving for it, we will only make 
ourselves, all of us, poor." Barry Lopez, 
The Rediscovery of North America. 

From the initial grinding of the 
logger's file sharpening the chainsaw 
blade, Green Rolling Hills documents 
the causal history and potential im- 
pacts of the proposed largest pulp mill 
in America slated for the tiny town of 
Apple Grove, West Virginia. 

Doug Hawes-Davis takes a pressing 
environmental and social issue and 
digs as objectively as possible to its 
root. Interviews with Assistant Secre- 
tary of Agriculture Jim Lyons, West 
Virginia State Forester William Maxey, 
local forest activists Janet Fletcher Fout, 
Norm Steenstra, Joe Hazelbaker and 
sad-but-true clips of locals allow the 
viewer to see the fate of the regenerating 
forests of West Virginia and, indeed, the 
entire East. 

The raw footage captured by 
videographer Eric Gravley will make 
you squirm. The newer, faster 


technologies and archaic chlorine- 
bleaching processes employed by 
multinational giant Parsons and 
Whittemore combine to make the 
Apple Grove Pulp Mill a disaster the 
Ohio Valley simply could not 
withstand. 

Beyond the threats to public goods 
like water, air, and public forests are the 
virtually unregulated disasters which 
would occur on private lands if the mill 
were to be built. The forests of southeast 
Ohio and West Virginia have regener- 
ated since the devastation at the end of 
the last century. Despite formation of 
three national forests in the region, 
most of this area is privately held and 
the incentive to log again is only exac- 
erbated by the proposed mill which will 
have an estimated output of 3,600 met- 
ric tons of bleached pulp per day. Mark 
Rey, former VP of the American Forest 
and Paper Association states, "Because 
the forests are more privately owned 
than publically owned, the amount of 
conflict over their management seems 
to be substantially less." Yet the impact 
to biodiversity and quality of living for 
all species, especially humans, would be 
tremendously negative. 

Janet Fletcher Fout of the Ohio Val- 
ley Environmental Coalition laments, 
"The out of state speculators promise 


jobs and prosperity ... it's a boom and 
bust kind of thing, and after the re- 
sources are gone so are the compa- 
nies. They leave us with the mess to 
clean up." 

From the disempowered, depressed 
communities of Mason County and the 
rest of Appalachia to the global 
deforestation crisis, this video records 
collusion between government officials 
and a multinational corporation (WV 
Governor Gaston Caperton has secured 
a $200,000,000 tax break for Parsons 
and Whittemore of England) showing 
blatant disregard for the well-being of 
social and ecological communities. 

According to author, songwriter, 
attorney, and polemicist Ned Mudd, 
"Trees are nothing more than 
commodity to [their] ideology... to the 
super-corporate-oligarchy nation 
which can only see growth as the 
bottom line. You can kiss the 
environment good-bye folks." 

West Virginian Norm Steenstra 
closes Green Rolling Hills with, 
"We're here in the last decade of the 
twentieth century, caught in the same 
boom-and-bust cycle by greedy out- 
of-state landowners, as what 
happened to us in 1900." 

"It's just part of life," says one Apple 
Grove resident captured on film while 


lounging on her front porch, letting her 
curlers dry. Hawes-Davis and Gravley 
were able to travel and film a tremendous 
amount on a picayune budget. Activists 
should organize their own local cable or 
PBS showing; Green Rolling Hills 
is an excellent organizing tool 
and model for low-budget 
documentaries. Everyone 
should see Green Rolling 
Hills ; it is a testament to a 
country lost and 
confused — a culture 
still thoughtlessly 
struggling to preserve, 
even for one last 
destructive blow, an 
industry built on 
exploitation of people 
and forests. 

Documentary: Doug 
Hawes-Davis 
Videography: Eric 
Gravley. Soundtrack: 

Ned Mudd and the 
Swampdogs, Ecology 
Center Productions, 

1 01 E. Broadway, Suite 
601, Missoula, MT 
59802, (406) 728- 
5733, VHS 29 min- 
utes. $15 




Walking on the Edge [of Schizophrenia] : 


How I Infiltrated Earth First! 


(Fiction) By Barry Clausen 
with DanaRae Pomeroy 


Book Review by Jim Flynn 

"He risked everything to expose the 
truth about eco-terrorism and drugs. He 
went undercover to infiltrate Earth First! 
He found violence, corruption and 
bureaucratic bungling. And he lived to 
tell the tale and ask questions." 

— back cover, Walking on the Edge 

"Barry Clausen couldn't infiltrate a 
marshmallow." — Mike Roselle 

The long-awaited book from self- 
proclaimed Earth First! infiltrator Barry 
Clausen has arrived! Conference-weary 
stragglers from the NFN International 
conference in November, 1994 found 
the first copies in the University of 
Montana convenience store. This is the 
same conference Barry wrote an 
inflammatory article about alleging it 
to be an international terrorist gathering 
and a misuse of public (State of Montana) 
funds. As anyone who slept through the 
conference knows, any talk of 
"terrorism" would have been at least 
something to open an eyelid for. 

The book begins with a copyright 
which warns against unauthorized 
reproduction, "... EXCEPT IN THE 
CASE OF BRIEF QUOTATIONS EM- 
BODIED IN CRITICAL ARTICLES AND 
REVIEWS." And so it is that from page 
iv, we are asked to write critical articles 
and reviews of Walking on the EDGE. 

Written in a hokey detective-story 
style, Barry attempts to set himself up 
as a private investigator with govern- 
ment/underworld ties. 

" He flinched as a bullet creased the front 
window and instinctively ducked when a 
second missile shattered the window 
directly behind him in the crew cab of his 
truck. Cutting the wheel sharply to the 
right and pushing the gas peddle to the 
floor, Barry Clausen forced the truck across 
the dirt access track in front of the county 


dumpsters and onto the East River Road." 

The incident described above does 
not have any context in the book. 
Barry put it in a Prologue to establish 
his risk-filled life right off the bat. 

The book is primarily Barry's 
fictional account of how he infiltrated 
Earth First!, while simultaneously 
being harassed by the FBI, the DEA 
and more than a few other law 
enforcement agencies throughout 
Montana, Washington and 
California. Barry spends a lot of time 
attempting to establish his credibility 
in his travels and to the reader. He 



Barry Clausen 


admits that he never really pulled it 
off with most of the law enforcement 
he tried to work with, and from what 
I've heard, he never pulled it off with 
any EF!ers either. 

The first five chapters never even 
mention EF!; they are just to show 
that Barry has deep ties with 
government officials. He reports that 
some of the crooked officials were 
leaning on him to deal drugs or else 
they would make his life miserable: 


"Real attractive wife you've got," he 
[the mysterious 'third man,' who is 
never identified in the book] 
commented. "Be a real shame if anything 
were to happen to her." Later in the 
book Barry "packs his gear into his horse 
trailer" and leaves his wife, which, 
" ...wasn'twhathe wanted , butitwas the 
best protection for Lindy [his wife] that 
Barry could think of at the time." 

I get the feeling from reading this 
unoriginal stuff that if it isn't pure 
plagiarized fiction, Barry suddenly left 
his wife for another woman and uses his 
book to explain it to her. (It was probably 
the best thing that ever happened to 
Lindy since before they met.) 

The rest of the book is filled with 
similar accounts of Barry's multiple 
lives of investigator/environmental 
activist/infiltrator/husband/gun 
runner. It reads like a fictional, C-rate 
detective novel with bad copy editing — 
the kind of thing no decent publisher 
would print — which is exactly the case. 
Barry had to go back to his only steady 
employer, the Washington Contract 
Loggers Association, to get them to pay 
for the publishing. 

The lack of decent copyediting and 
professional publishing are apparent 
throughout the book starting with the 
"Contents" which list the chapters 
only as 1, 2, 3, etc., without titles, 
descriptions or anything! Misspellings, 
missing paragraph returns and extra 
punctuation are as common as Barry's 
claims of credibility. 

If you like cheap detective novels, 
then maybe this is the book for you. It 
includes the names (frequently mis- 
spelled) of some activists in the move- 
ment that you may be familiar with. It 
gives them important titles like: head 
of Earth First! Montana, head of Earth 
First! Washington, and that feminist 


favorite, so-and-so's girlfriend. It also 
makes us look highly organized and 
deeply tied to groups such as 
Greenpeace and AFSEE (the Associa- 
tion of Forest Service Employees for 
Environmental Ethics). 

The book also contains humorous 
parts like when Barry establishes his 
credentials by buying, “a used Nissan 
pickup truck, more in keeping with the 
image of a concerned environmentalist." 
“Clothing was no problem — he'd justwear 
the oldest he owned. " At the old Missoula 
Ecology Center, he allegedly spent 
some time, “making cash donations and 
buying bumperstickers, the last two ac- 
tions critical to establishing credibility as 
a truly concerned environmentalist." 

The really funny parts of the book 
refer to Montana EF!ers: "often un- 
washed and unkempt, perhaps because so 
many of them seemed to live in their cars. 
The time wasted on taking a bath or 
brushing your teeth could be better spent 
sitting in a tree or chained to a bulldozer . " 

What really bothers me most about 
this book and Barry (besides the ly- 
ing, cheap shots and back-stabbing) 
are the statements Barry makes that 
indicate he is an environmentalist 
who is fed up with bureaucratic foot- 
dragging and lies. His loyalties are for 
sale however, as evidenced by his 
kissing up to loggers and his attempts 
to get McDonald's, the Royal Cana- 
dian Mounted Police and other law 
enforcement agencies to hire him as 
an investigator/infiltrator. 

Steal this book for a good laugh. The 
book ain't worth buying and you'll be 
laughing at the expense of a lost soul 
who doesn't seem to fit in with any- 
body, and so travels continually, try- 
ing to get anyone to buy his fabrica- 
tions — kind of an anti-eco traveling 
salesman. 
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Brilisk Columbia Spring Rendezvous 

ay 18-22 


Second Annual Forest 
Activist Training Week 

June 11-17 


Rendezvous: from French, a gathering of lost souls, an opportunity to strengthen 
the tribe, a time to plot the collapse of industrial civilization. 

Yanks and Canucks alike: Yes! It's true! Come to the first ever EF! rendezvous 
on the Canadian side of the border. Let's move beyond our artificial boundary 
numbness and work together on saving some of the most pristine and spectacu- 
lar wilderness on this lovely planet. 

Consider sticking around after the rendezvous to create some serious tourism. 
This year's Bear Watch/Grizzly Project campaign, Vancouver EF!'s Wetlands 
project and the Forest Action Network's campaign to save the main- 
coast from future logging all need your support. 

^Clip-Out DIRECTIONS: . 

From Vancouver, take fc the TransCanada e Highway (No 1 ) east for 84 km to exit 1 04/ 

• Cultus Lake. ** From the exit ramp curve south (right) onto No. 3 road, proceed • 
| approximately five km to a "T. " Turn right onto Tolmie Road. *+ In 15 meters take a left | 
I onto the continuation of No. 3 Road. Follow this into the town of Yarrow (where there's I 

■ a small army surplus store), turn left * onto Yarrow Central Road and proceed through ■ 
] town. Drive another 5-10 km on the same road and then immediately after crossing a ! 
I bridge over the Chilliwack B* River (Vedder Crossing), turn right & onto the Chilliwack • 
I River Road. The pavement ends after 27 km; after another 12 km continue straight ♦ onto I 
| Chilliwack Forest Service Road. After about 8 km, just past Pale Face Creek Campsite, \ 

■ turn w right, go through open area and take the middle fork road over the bridge. Follow ■ 
. the road along the east shore of Chilliwack Lake. Turn right k at Depot Creek and cross the . 

• bridge. You will finally arrive at Sappers Park Campsite 5 km past Pale Face Creek, a 


You will be camping on a beach at the south end of Chilliwack Lake, gazing 
at the granite cliffs of Mount Lindeman and other North Cascade peaks, 
strolling through a forest of ancient western red cedar, Douglas fir, western 
hemlock, sitka spruce, and black cottonwood. 

Weather here is unpredictable, so bring clothing and camping gear suitable 
for conditions that could be hot, cold, wet, or dry! Water is plentiful, but bring 
a filter or purification tablets. 

Your dawg is not cordially invited, and we may ask you to stay in "Dawg 
Camp" if you decide that bowser needs to come along for the fun. 

BORDER TIPS: You will be required to show ID (possibly) to get across. Border 
officials and inspectors may have any number of things they require of you. 
One thing to keep in mind is that they like to see you have a certain amount of 
cash on hand ... their ideal is $50 per day that you plan to be in BC. There are 
at least four borders within the area; you do not have to cross at Peace Arch (I- 
5). Just alter the directions accordingly, the TransCanada highway (No 1) is not 
hard to access from any of these borders. If you have any problems crossing just 
remember ... "if you don't succeed try, try again!" 

Provincial Tips: Your first lesson in BC will be that gasoline, alcohol and 
tobacco are priced like gold here and you will do best to buy them on your side 
of the border. 

If you will be needing a ride to the site, please leave a message on our voice 
mail in advance, and come early. 

We will also be asking for your money... politely (at first). There will be a 
rendez fee of $20. Don't hesitate to give us American money since the currency 
exchange is nearly 60 percent. Good deal for us, eh! 

Come one, come all, if you have any further questions, our voice mail number 
is (604) 473-0174. 



This year's Training Week will take place in the beautiful Northeast Kingdom 
of Vermont at the Green Mountain Folk Education Center. 

We will engage activists, new and seasoned, readying them for the imminent 
struggle to preserve the forests of the northeast from the ever looming 
multinational corporations. The threats of NAFTA and GATT, combined with 
the fact that the northeastern part of the US is one of the few places where the 
forests are growing faster than they are being cut, means big trouble in the 
future if we do not prepare now. That is what the Forest Activist Training Weeks 
are designed for. Additionally, with the recent passage of the "timber salvage 
riders" through the House and Senate, front lines direct action may soon be our 
only means of protest, so we need to spread the wealth of our collective 
information and experience. 

Beginning with non-violent civil disobedience training, participants will 
learn about the history and tactics of non-violence as a living strategy. From 
there, participants will live for a week as though they were at a protest camp. 
This will be a 24 hour/day, week-long experience. The guides for this intense 
training will be seasoned activists who have experienced forest activism in a 
variety of differing ways. 

Workshops will include: 

• Orienteering and map reading — with overnight solo hikes 

• Wilderness first aid 

• Working with media 

• Campaign strategies — objectives and the best tactics for achieving goals 

• Legal strategies — understanding of your "rights" (or lack thereof) in the US 

• Non-violent blockade techniques 

• Cultural sensitivity — how to work respectfully with people of other cultures. 

• Grant writing and creative fundraising for non-profits 

• Autonomous collectivism — how to work cooperatively while maintaining 
individual freedoms 

For more information contact the Eastern North American Native Forest Network, 
PO Box 57, Burlington, VT 05402, (802) 863-0571 or fax (802) 863-2532. 


Heartwood Conference in W est V irginia 

Heartwood will be holding its fifth annual Heartwood Forest Council, May 
26-29, at the Bluestone Conference Center on Bluestone Lake, near Hinton, 
West Virginia. This year's Forest Council will offer people of all ages opportu- 
nities to learn about the history and diversity of the native Appalachian forest, 
and about how to organize in their local communities to protect the forests 
from waste and destruction. Nature tours, workshops and practical training will 
be offered. Healthy meals and nightly entertainment will also provide oppor- 
tunities for people to meet their neighbors from throughout the Heartwood 
Region. 

Heartwood is a coalition of forest activists and groups in the "Central 
Hardwood Region" who have organized public support for an end to destructive 
logging on our remaining public forests. The Central Hardwood Region extends 
from the mid-Atlantic states of Maryland, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey to 
Missouri, Texas, and Arkansas, and from the headwaters of the Mississippi to 
the Tennessee River Valley. Heartwood is seeking to expand the circle of 
knowledgeable citizens working in their communities to protect local forests. 
For more information contact Bill Ragette at (304) 824-3571 or Kim Baker at 


O-of 


Go** 


The second annual SEACotopia, 
the national gathering for the 
Student Environmental Action 
Coalition (SEAC), will be held in 
the Allegheny National Forest in 
north central Pennsylvania. The 
Allegheny forest is under attack by 
the timber and mining industries, 
aided and abetted by the Forest 
Service. The situation in the 
Allegheny is typical of 
unsustainable "management" 
practices occurring in state and 
federal forests all along the east 
coast. Come to SEACotopia June 
13-20, 1995 and help to defend our 
public lands while building 
community and celebrating 
diversity! 


Register Early and save! 
Registration fee before June 1: $15.00 
Registration fee after June 1: $20.00 



(Everything changes,. 
and nothing Es more 
vufnerdljfe: tfidre - 
tfie beautiful. 
- ( Ecf 


!r you have any questions, contact us at: 

SEAC of Western PA 
P.O. Box 81011 
Pittsburgh. PA 15217 
(412) 268-8960 

E-mail: 

seacotopia @ envirolink.org 


km 


Tfione 

'Home. 

'S © 

Now you can call anywhere on the 
planet, save money, and benefit the 
Earth First! Journal all at once! 


With our new Affinity Long Distance 
program, your rates will be set 10% 
below your current long-distance 
charges. And the EF! Journal will earn 
5% on all your calling as well. 


For more info write us at the 
Earth First! Journal 
Box 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 


(304) 522-9124. 
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DUMPSTER DIVING 



■with 

RO'BT'R'T 3-foyT 


Singer/Songwriter Robert Hoyt has 
completed his second album of 
environmental folk songs. His humor 
and passion for the Earth are 
unmistakable in his new release 
Dumpster Diving Across America on Folk- 
The-Boat Records. 

Robert is on tour, so get yourself to 
the show nearest you. Also, for you 
activists out there, please rack your 
heads for potential show sites for 
Robert. A late start has left many dates 
free in May. Robert is primed for 
university shows and will mix 
discussion of current environmental 
issues with great music. Many colleges 
and universities have speaking funds 
which can be tapped for such events. 
May Tour Schedule: 

10 — Middlebury College 
Middlebury, VT 
12 — Fire And Water 

Northampton, MA 
19 — College of the Atlantic 
Bar Harbor, ME 

25 — Gandolf, Frostburg, MD 

26 — Heartwood Forest Council 

Hinton, WV 
DON'T MISS HIM! 

Robert's tapes ($12) & CD ($17) are 
available, postpaid, from Folk-The-Boat 
Records, PO Box, 2355 Decatur, GA 
30031-2355 and from the Journal, see 
page 36. 

To contact Robert, call and leave your 
name, location and phone number at 
(404) 373-8289. 

This movement is more than people 
working for change, it's about a 
vibrant emerging culture — support 
movement musicians! 

Talking Leaves 
on American 
Hemp Paper 

In the past few months, Talking Leaves 
editor, Carolyn Moran, has begun 
working with the non-wood sector of 
the pulp and paper industry to 
manufacture a holistic non-wood fiber 
paper. The current issue of Talking Leaves 
is printed on their own "Tradition Bond" 
American-milled, tree-free, plus post 
consumer waste paper. The paper ranks 
with the highest quality cotton papers 
and satisfies all industry standards. It's 
10% hemp, 10% esparto grass (see the 
Summer, 1995, issue of Talking Leaves 
for a article on esparto grass), 60% 
agricultural byproducts (agricultural 
landfill recovery material) and 20% post- 
consumer waste. This is the first hemp 
content paper in many a decade to be 
produced in the US. 

Rainforest Action Network has taken 
on the campaign of a "National Wood 
Conservation Policy." The pulp and 
paper industry accounts for the 
destruction of 50% of the worlds forests. 
By demanding alternative fiber paper, 
you are helping to support this 
campaign. 

For more information and/or a sample 
copy o/Talking Leaves on tree- free paper 
send $5 to DEEP, 1 430 Willamette St. 
#367, Eugene, OR 97401, (503) 342- 
2974 or (800) 309-2974. 


SMaSH 

YOUR 

AFPLiaflCSS 

Growing woefully tired of the whirl, 
hum and flashing lights of the many, 
many appliances that suck down the 
powers of rivers and wipe out what is 
left of the vanishing salmon runs to 
give us a life of ease? Well, the radical 
environmental crowd in Eugene, Or- 
egon is organizing an appliance bash! 
Earth First! will be auctioning off these 
electricity sucking demons on May 20 
at high noon in the Free Speech Pavil- 
ion (8th and Oak). The smashing, bash- 
ing and otherwise incapacitating of 
said appliances will go to the highest 
bidder. (Sledge, axe and goggles pro- 
vided.) Proceeds will benefit non-vio- 
lent direct action in defense of wild 
salmon runs. 

All are encouraged to donate their 
appliances and attend this good-time, 
stress-relieving event. Appliances can 
be dropped off in advance at the Stu- 
dent Insurgent office in the Survival 
Center (Erb Memorial Union, Univer- 
sity of Oregon). 

Salmon once shaped the culture, 
religion, subsistence and spirit of this 
entire region. They are now on the 
verge of extinction. We must make a 
strong statement to defend these, 
mysterious, beautiful creatures. Smash 
your appliances and demand that the 
rivers be free. Please join the fun on 
May 20! 


March for Reform 

Larry Tuttle, the Director of the En- 
vironmental Equity Committee will 
begin a 1872-mile walk on May 10 
from Salem, Oregon to Denver, Colo- 
rado. The 1872 miles was chosen to 
represent the "1872 General Mining 
Law" which governs mining on fed- 
eral lands. This archaic law has re- 
mained largely unchanged since it was 
signed by President Ulysses S. Grant. 
The route is designed to include the 
state capitals of Oregon, Idaho, Mon- 
tana, Wyoming and Colorado. 

Representatives from national and 
local environmental organizations are 
invited to join Tuttle for a portion or 
all of the March for Reform. Walk with 
Larry for an hour, a day, or a week. 
Help provide logistical support. Tell 
your friends in Oregon, Idaho, Mon- 
tana, Wyoming and Colorado about 
the March nearing them! 

The Environmental Equity Commit- 
tee is asking for 1872 people to contrib- 
ute $10 each to make the March for 
Reform a success. The Environmental 
Equity Committee is an Oregon politi- 
cal committee which supports state 
and national mining law reform; chal- 
lenges taxpayer-financed subsidies to 
extractive industries on public land; 
and supports political campaign fi- 
nance reform. Contributions to the 
Committee are limited to $100. 

For more information contact the 
Environmental Equity Committee at 
610 Alder #1021, Portland, OR 97205, 
(503) 221-1683. 


Foundation For A New Consciousness: 
Transform yourself through literature, 
art, music. $10. Free brochure. 
Westgate House, 56 Westgate, 
San Francisco, CA 94127-2738 


Come to Beautiful 
Cove/Mallaed 
this Summer 

Come and enjoy the recreational opportunities that central Idaho has to offer 
this summer, and you'll want to stay until winter! Summer activities start with 
a Rendezvous on Memorial Day weekend (May 27-29). 

For entertainment, we have unfriendly locals who won't even serve you beer 
at the nearest tavern. Beyond that, we have the whole gamut of hostile law 
enforcement, from redneck deputy sheriffs, on through the Freddy elite in camo, 
and hell, we even got the FBI. So come on up, we got food, fun and some of the 
only remaining Big Wild. 

Join the campaign to save the Cove/Mallard region of central Idaho. After 
three years of public outcry, two injunctions, and countless arrests, including 
two this past winter [see last issue of the Journal ], the Forest (Dis)Service is going 
ahead with the controversial Jack Timber Sale. Shearer Lumber has the contract, 
and they are going to try to punch through another road. 

WE MUST NOT LET THIS HAPPEN!!! 

For more information call the Cove/Mallard Coalition at (208) 882-9755 
or write PO Box 8968, Moscow, Idaho 83843. 


Be Part of the 

Evolution! 


Because you think 
before you act 

5” long Chrome-Finish 
“Darwin Fish” bumper 
plaque. Adhesive-backed for 
application to your car or 
any other appropriate place 
you can think of. . . 



Plus $1 
for shipping 


Please mail payments to: 

Ring of Fire Enterprises 

P.O. Box 1618, Dept EF, Soquel, CA 95073. 

We ship within a week of receipt of your order. 


T-SHIPT PRINTING FOP ECO-ACTIVISTS 


SURVIVAL LINES provides useful tools —T-SHIRTS — for people 

working to protect the Earth. All our shirts are available at bulk prices for environ- 
mental groups. If your group contemplates developing its own t-shirts to support 
your advocacy of the Earth, get in touch with us. We will guide you thru the process- 
- moving from idea thru graphic design to a final run of quality shirts. We currently 
print several of the shirts available in the EF! Journal. This print shop was born in 
the Oregon environmental movement, but we also do shirts for musicians and others. 

New Shirts for SALE: 

KEEP THE OZONE One of a series of snowboarding frog designs 
produced to dramatize the increasing dangers to amphibians from the 
thinning ozone layer. The Front is a print of a highway sign that says ‘No 
Fossil Fuel’ and stands amidst skulls. The back is a six color print. Long 
sleeve, white, 100% cotton, M-L-XL, $12 on factory seconds. 

NO FOSSIL FUEL Graphic of gushing black oil well, 
splashing drums and skulls with yellowed eyes/fading aqua earth 
in one eye socket (below). Printed on white background on 
assorted dark shirts — purple, black, burgundy, forest green, 
plum, or indigo (please list three color choices). Short sleeve, 

100% cotton, L-XL, $14 



u w 





NO NEW 
FERRY 
STREET 
BRIDGE 

Black and green 
graphic of an 
approach to an 
asphalt & steel 
bridge with giant 
red ‘NO.’ This 
hip shirt/with 
street’ graphic was 

part of a success- ful citizen's campaign to stop a massive 
highway renovation in Eugene. We throw it out to the 
Universe for all activists. Back of shirt has NO FOSSIL 
FUEL image (shown at left). Printed on factory seconds. 
Shortsleeve, white, 100% cotton M-L-XL-XXL, $10 

OF INTEREST: 

CITIZEN FISH We printed a new t-shirt design for 
Citizen Fish’s 1994 Arizona, California, and Nevada tour 
(not shown). The image of yellow, orange, and white is 
available. Short sleeve, black, 100% cotton, $10 
Send SASE for 4 FREE stickers and an informative brochure. All 
prices include shipping. Multiple shirts to the same address subtract 
$2. Send check or M.O. with written instructions to: Box 10324, 
Eugene, OR 97440-2324. Retail stores may also inquire. Write, 
call or fax. _ . . _ _ _ . 

503 - 689-8978 
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Welcome to the Earth First! Store 


Austin Lounge Lizards 

Witty, intelegent, country-western parody, 

Lizard songs poke fun at everything worth 
poking fun at. 

“Creatures From the Black Saloon” 
“Highway Cafe of the Damned” 

“Paint Me on Velvet” 

“Lizard Vision” *LI\T> 

Tapes — $10 • CD — $15 

Darryl Cherney 

Earth First! activist and media slut extroadinaire, 
his music is a campfire favorite. 

“They Sure Don’t Make Hippies 
Like They Used To!”— $12 
“Timber”— $12 

“I Had to Be Born This Century” — $12 

Lone Wolf Circles 

A magical journey into the wilderness with 
poetry and music. 

“Oikos” Tape— $12 • CD— $15 

Citizens Band 

Hilarious songs, biting satire, and excellent harmo- 
nizing characterize this band from the Northwest. 
“A Pocketful of Rocks” — $10 

Clan Dyken 

Funky reggae with a world beat mix; you'll 
dance your feet off! ! ! 

“Family Values” — $10 
“Shundahai”— $10 

Alice DiMicele 

One of the Northwest's most talented musicians. 
Alice celebrates love and life with her powerful 
voice. 

“Naked” Tape— $12 • CD— $15 
“Make a Change” — $12 
“It’s a Miracle” Tape — $12 • CD— $15 
“Too Controversial” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 
“Searching” Tape — $12* CD — $15 

Robert Hoyt 

With his southern folk sound and biting, witty 
lyrics Robert is a favorite at rendezvous campfires 

•NEW* 

“Dumpster Diving ACROSS AMERICA” 

Tape— $12* CD— $15 

“As American As You” — $12 

Greg Keeler 

Marvelous country-folk satire. Greg Keeler's wit 
must be heard to be fully appreciated and 
laughed at... 

“Songs of Fishing, Sheep 
and Guns in Montana” — $10 
“Talking Sweet Bye & Bye” — $10 
“Bad Science Fiction” — $10 
“Post-Modern Blues” — $10 
“Enquiring Minds” — $10 

Katie Lee 

Katie Lee's strong voice speaks to its canyons, 
plateaus, and people. 

“Colorado River Songs” — $10 


Dana Lyons 

Dana's soulful voice and strong guitar convey a 
powerful, and often humorous, message. 

“Turn of the Wrench” 

Tape — $12 • CD — $15 
“Animal” — $12 

“At Night They Howl at the Moon” 

with John Seed, environmental songs for kids 
Tape— $12* CD— $15 

Peg Millett 

Longtime Earth First! activist and convicted 
felonious monkeywrencher, Peg has one of the 
most beautiful voices you'll ever hear. 

•NEW- “Clear Horizon” 

Tape— $12 -CD— $17 

The CD contains all songs from the tape plus 

eleven songs from Gentle Warrior. 

“Gentle Warrior”— $12 



Go Down in EF! History 


Calling for submissions 
for the 1996 EF! calendar. 
We are interested in: dates 
of milestones in Earth First!/ 
environmental history, pertinent 
quotes, photos, poetry and artwork. 

Send ideas and submissions to: 

Calendar Project 
EF! Journal 
POB 14x5 
Eugene, OR 97440 


BACK ISSUES 

We have a limited selection of Earth 
First! Journal back issues back to 
1984. They are only $1.50 each, 
and can be ordered using the 
merchandise order form. Be the 
first on your block to have an almost 
complete set. Hurry, cause they're 
disappearin' like the ozone layer. 


Casey Neill 

Earth-based, inspiring lyrics and fast 
fingerpicking, Casey's a noted Northwest musi- 
cian and Earth First! activist. 

“Pawprints” — $12 

Bill Oliver 

Texan Bill Oliver sings rollicking Earth First! 
classics that have become favorite sing-alongs at 
campfires and rallies. 

“Better Things To Do” — $10 
“Texas Oasis” — $10 

Joanne Rand 

Joanne's strong and versatile voice climbs and 
dances through her inspirational songs and 
music. 

“Live”— $12 

“Choosing Sides” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 
“Home” — $12 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz 

Walkin’ Jim’s deep, powerful voice and wildemess- 

inspiied lyrics will launch a howl in your heart 

“The Vision”— $10 

“A Kid for the Wild”— $10 

“Listen to the Earth” — $10 

“Forever Wild”— $10 

“Spirit Is Still On The Run”— $10 


EF! Goodies 


Caps (cotton, adjustable) $10 
Tan • Brown Forest Camo 
Green Forest Camo • Desert Camo 

Earth First! Fist Patch $2.50 

Rubber Stamps (1 1/2 ” x 2 ” wood block) $5 
Earth First! Fist • Crossed Tools 

Silent Agitators (1 1 / 8 " round) 
Earth First! Fist • Earth First! Tools 
No Deal, Assholes 30/$1.50 

Window Stickers (3” round) 
Earth First! Fist 4/$l • No Cows 6/$l 

Free Tabloids!!! 

EF! Primer • EF! Trinkets and Snake Oil 
Headwaters Forest • Kids for {Conservation 
Wake Up! • War On The Bear • Wildfire! 
Voluntary Human Extinction 


Last Call for Submission 

The Earth First! Primer is being rewritten 
to keep it current (It still has some 
Montana address?). We here at the 
Journal are oh so willing to put it together 
(in our free time, yup), but we need 
articles, photos and graphics from you. 
Rewrite EF! history! Expose yourself on 
film! Dabble in doodles, whatever! We 
are extending the deadline until May 
31st (This time we mean it!), even 
though we plan on starting to work on 
it before then. Come on now, submit! 
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Books 

Earth First! Songbook 

77 songs/33 artists/Guitar Chords/Info — $10 


T-Shirts 

All t-shirt designs are available in Medium, Large 
and Xtra Large, for XXL add an additional $3 


Bumperstickers 

$1 each, except as marked 


ECODEFENSE: 

A Field Guide to Monkey wrenching 

(1993) 3rd edition 

By Dave Foreman & Bill Haywood 
Ned Ludd Books 350 pages — $18 

If An Agent Knocks 

In Spanish & English, 15 pages — $1 

A Sand County Almanac 

With Essays on Conservation from Round River 

By Aldo Leopold, 295 pages — $9 

Timber Wars and Other Writings 

By Judi Bari, 89 pages — $12 

Waste of the West: 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs, 602 pages — $28 

Wilderness on the Rocks 

By Howie Wolke, Ned Ludd Books, 240 pages — $15 

The Monkeywrench Gang 

By Edward Abby Fiction, 387 pages — $6 

Hey Kids! 

Hey Parents! 

Look at this here: 

Kids t-shirts for only $6 

Styles available include: 

American Wilderness: 
Love It or Leave It Alone 

Multi-color on light blue 

Defend the Wilderness 

Black on white or silver on black 

Also available (but only a few): 

Earth First! Fist Sweatshirts 

Green on gray, small (34-36) — $8 


EF! Fist 

Green Fist on Unbleached — $10 

Black on green or red — $12 

Multi-color on black or forest green — $13.50 


No Fucking Compromise 

Black — $12 




EF! Tools 

Unbleached — $10 

Free the Earth 

Turquoise — $12 

A Higher Law— * * 

Unbroken Wilderness Forever 

Multi-color on unbleached — $12 



Visualize Direct Action 

Black on unbleached — $10 



REAL MEN 


GET VASECTOMIES 


•American Wilderness: 

Love it or Leave it Alone 
•Another Mormon on Drugs 
•Anti-cow assortment (one dozen for $2) 
•Copulate Don’t Populate 
•Darwin 

•Developers Go Build in Hell 
•Don’t Like Environmentalists? 

Put Them Out of Work 
•Dream Back the Bison, 

Sing Back the Swan 
•Earth First! 

•Fight the Power! 

•Hay duke Lives! 

•I’d Rather Be Monkeywrenching 
•If Your Pecker Was as Small as Mine, 
You’d Need a Muscle Wagon, Too 
(on cheap paper @ .50 ea) 

•Love Your Mother, Don’t Become a Father 
•Love Your Mother, Don’t Become One 
•Native 

•Nature Bats Last 

•Not Politically Correct 

•Pay Your Rent, Work for the Earth 

•Question Technology 

•Real Men Don’t Shoot Wolves 

•Real Men Get Vasectomies 

•Rescue the Rainforest 

•Resist Much, Obey Little 

•Save the Dammed Salmon 

•Save the Wild 

•Stop Clearcutting 

•Stop Clearcutting (on cheap paper @ .50 ea) 

•Stop Public Lands Ranching 
•Stop the Forest Service, 

Save Our Wild Country 
•Subvert the Dominant Paradigm 
•Thank you for not breeding. 

•Think Globally, Act Locally 
•Visualize Industrial Collapse 
•Wolves, Not Cows 


LOVE TOO MOTHER 
DON’T BECOME A FATHER 


Clip and send to: Earth First! Merchandise, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 

EARTH FIRST! MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 


Quantity Description Color Size Price 





































NAME 

STREET TOTAL 



CITY STATE ZIP COUNTRY | | 

Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. Call us at (503) 741-9191 if you haven’t received your order. Please use this form for ordering. Thanks! 
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Reinventing the Journal 


Welcome to the 1995 Earth First! 
Journal readers poll. This poll was 
compiled by the Earth First! Journal 
staff with the help of Preserve 
Appalachian Wilderness in order to 
find out the current demographics of 
the EF!J readership and to find out 
what readers like and dislike about the 
Journal. Please take the time to answer 
the questions below. Taking part in 
this effort will allow the Journal staff to 
better address the desires of the Earth 
First! movement and will provide a 
clearer picture of Earth Firstlers to the 
public at large. Thank you for your 
assistance. 

Please circle the choices that you feel 
best represent yourself. All responses 
will remain anonymous. 

GENERIC DEMOGRAPHICS 

1) Gender .. 

b) female 

g) 51 or elder ^ 

3) What type of human habitat do 
you inhabit? 

a) urban/city 

b) suburbia 

c) rural/farming community 

d) "I live in the woods, man." 

e) your neighborhood bar 

f) other 

4a) Do you have many children? 

a) Yes 

b) No 

4b) If yes, how many? 

5) Highest level of industrial 
education achieved: 

a) Elementary School 

b) High School 

c) Some College 

d) College Graduate 

e) Graduate/Professional School 

f) Ph.D. 

g) Self Enlightened 

6) Annual Income 

a) Less than $10,000 

b) Much less than $10,000 

c) $11,000-$20,000 

d) $21,000-$40,000 

e) Over $40,000 a year 
(Donations are accepted and appreciated.) 


ENVIRONMENTALISMS 

7) Are you active with a local EF! group? 

a) Yes 

b) No 

8) Have you ever been to an 
environmental action of any kind? 

a) Yes 

b) No 

9) Have you ever been arrested during 
an environmental action and are you 
willing to do it again? 

Comments: ~ 


13) What material do you like most to 
see in the Journal ? (circle all that apply) 

a) Action Articles 

b) Eco-Political Analysis 

c) Eco-Philosophy 

d) Investigative Reporting 

e) Artsy Fartsy Poetry/Graphics 

f) Monkeywrenching Tips 

g) Backbiting Letters and Infighting 
(be honest, you know you like 'em) 

14) What material do you like least 
in the Journal! 


10) Do you belong to any other 
environmental groups? 

(Circle all that apply.) 

a) Greenpeace 

b) Sierra Club 

c) National Audubon Society 

d) The Wilderness Society 

e) National Wildlife Federation 

f) Other (please list) 


11) What other conservation/ 
environmental periodicals do you 
read besides the Earth First! Journal ? 
(Circle all that apply.) 

a) Wild Forest Review \ 

b) Inner Voice \ Jjr- 

c) Wild Earth 'ttjSa 

d) E Magazine 

e) Wild Rockies Review Se 

f) LWOD f ■/ 

g) Forest Voice — ‘ 

h) Sierra I 

i) Talking Leaves < j 

j) Other (please list) ■* 


EF! JOURNALISM 

12) How would you rate the current 
EF! Journal staff? 

a) Excellent (awesome, inspiring, 
exceptional, the best) 

b) Good (I could do better.) 

c) Poor (My dog could do better.) 

d) Abysmal, Out of Control (Take 'em 
out and shoot 'em.) 

e) Underpaid/Overworked 
(Donations are accepted and appreciated.) 


15) Which material do you read first? 


16) What would you like to see 
more of in the Journal ? 


1 7) What are your favorite sections in 
the paper in order of favoritism? 
Editotial 

Pagan blurb (page 2) 

OPED (page 3) 

Letters to the Editors (SFB) 

Regional Roundup 
Global News 

Armed with Visions (poetry) 

Announcements 

Ned Ludd/Earth Night 


18) Speaking of Ned Ludd, do you think 
the tactics suggested are reasonable? 
Do they go to far? Not far enough? 


20) Do you think the content of the 
EF! Journal is (circle all that apply): 

a) too insidy (Who are we talking about?) 

b) too unclear (What are you talking 
about? How about some background?) 

c) Just right (Everyone knows what ESA, 
BLM, USFWS and NREPA stands for!) 

d) depressing (There is no hope.) 

e) empowering (There is hope but not 
for us.) 

Comments: 


21) The Journal staff is considering 
changing the newspaper format 
of the Journal to a magazine format 
to boost circulation. Some large 
distributors will not handle 
newsprint. Do you think the Journal 
should switch to a magazine format? 

a) Yes 

b) No 

Comments: 


22a) Are you a subscriber to the 
Earth First! Journal ? J L 

a) Yes 

b) No ©ip 

22b) If no, why not? c 


23) Please use the space below to 
provide any comments and attach 
an additional sheet (recycled paper, 
of course) if you need more space. 
Remember, essay answers are 
worth extra credit. 


19) Do you think the content of the 
EF! Journal is: 

a) too restrictive (Stop shooting cows?) 

b) too open (Hey, I like cows!) 

c) Just right (Everyone has the right to 
their own opinion about cows.) 

Comments: 




HOW ABOUT A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE JOURNAL!?! 


How did you hear 




Clip and send to 


EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL 

Subscriptions, POB 1415 
Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 741-9191 


O$500 Lifetime Subscription 
O $25 Regular Rate CD $35 US 

CD $15-20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library CD $35 Bro 

CD $35 (US$) Surface Mail, International CD $45 (US 

O $ DONATION O $45 Coi 


This box is for sales commissioners' addresses. 
bSCfiptiOn Write your name in here if you sell a sub to 

someone and we will send you $5. 

CD $35 US First Class Mail, Canada or Mexico 


CD $35 Brown Bag (First Class Mail) 

CD $45 (US$) Air Mail, International 
o $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 


Subscriber Name. 

Address 

City 



State 


Zip. 


Country. 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential. If you use an alias, make sure that the post office knows that you, 
or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. And don't worry, we never trade lists. 


Page 38 Earth First! Beltane 1995 


Beltane 95 


Earth First! Directory 

ALASKA IOWA Kalmiopsis EF! f 


Kalmiopsis EF! 

POE 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 


Alaska EF! Wally World 

POB 670647, Chugiak, AK 99567 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

(907) 747-6962, fax (907) 747-8813 

ARIZONA 

Phoenix EF! 

POB 8795, Phoenix, AZ 85066 
Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
CALIFORNIA 
Northcoast EF! 

POB 4796, Areata, CA 95521 
(707) 839-5847 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Cherney 

POB 34, Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
(707) 839-5847 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

Bay Area EF! Hotline (510) 848-8724 

Wiley Coyote 

POB 74283, Davis, CA 95617 
Central Valley EF!/ 

Friends of the Wolf-Cascadia 
Davis, CA (916) 753-1678 

Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
Western Wolves Infoletter 
18032-C Lemon Dr #127 
Yorba Linda, CA 92686 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4960-593, Irvine, CA 92716 
(714) 451-3578 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 906-6833 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102 
Pasadena, CA 91107-6921 
(909) 338-5856 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 33663, San Diego, CA 92163 

COLORADO 

Walkabout 

POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 
(303) 943-2354 

San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 

Michael Lewinski 

2040 16th St., Boulder, CO 80302 

(303) 443-7436 

Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
Email:aq328@freenet.hsc.colorado.edu 
Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Kirsten Atkins 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Roaring Fork EF! 

Ill Polo Road 

Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 

FLOR IDA 
Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Alachua EF! 

3108 SE 16th Ter., Gainesville, FL 32641 
(904) 375-1454 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
Tate Student Center, U of GA 
Athens, GA 30602 

HAWAII 

Christopher Hope-Cowing 
POB 1031, Makawao, HI 96768 
(808) 572-2546 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation 
1714 Heron, Boise, ID 83702 
Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 882-9755, fax (208) 883-0727 
ILLINOIS 
Chicago EF! 

POB 6424, Evanston, IL 60204 
Red Buffalo EF! 

POB 185, Normal, IL 61761 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 

INDIANA 

South Central Indiana EF! 

POB 411, Madison, IN 47250 
Mike McKinney 
10587 Oak Knoll Dr. East 
Rome City, IN 46784 


Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

POB 305, Iowa City, IA 52244 

MAINE 

Maine EF! 

POB 183, Harmony, ME 04942 
Solon EF! 

RFD 1, Box 4025, Solon, ME 04979 
(207) 643-2732 

Bob and Amy 

POB 5608, Augusta, ME 04330 
MARYLAND 
Anacostia-Rock Creek EF! 

POB 5625, Takoma Park, MD 20913 
(301) 270-0857 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass EF! 

POB 708, Littleton, MA 01460-2708 
(508) 952-6215 
Eco-boy 
POB 3150 

Martha's Vineyard, MA 02557 
Mid-Connecticut River Valley EF! 
POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 
MICHIGAN 
Red Cedar EF!/ 

MSU Mt. Graham Coalition 

127 Whitehills Drive 

E. Lansing, Ml 48823 

(517) 351-4490 

MINNESOTA 

Big Woods EF! 

c/o Arise! Bookstore 

2441 Lyndale Ave. South 

Minneapolis, MN 55405 

MISSOURI 

Big River EF! 

50 Clarkson Ctr., Suite 493 
Chesterfield, MO 63017 
Ray O McCall 
Rt. 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 
(314) 443-6832 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies BiodiversityProject 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 585-9211 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 

370 Bordeaux Road 

Chadron, NE 69337 

(308) 432-3458 

NEW IERSEY 

Dirty, Rotten Radicals 

103 Delavan St. 

New Brunswick, NJ 08901 
PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 
NEW YORK 

Greater Adirondack Bioregion 
1523 Phoenix Avenue 
Schenectady, NY 12308 
Wetlands Preserve/James Hansen 
161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244, fax (212) 925-8715 
Foghorn 

Quadrilateral Commisson 
POB 703, Huntington, NY 11743 
(516) 424-6499 

NORTH CAROLINA 
KatuahEF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

POB 14113, Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
(216) 461-9832 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 

Hock-Hocking Watershed EF! 
Whaley Mander (614) 592-5153 
OREGON 
Stumptown EF! 

POB 42361, Portland, OR 97242 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll. SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Central Ecotopia EF! 

427 SW Madison #113 
Corvallis, OR 97333 
(503) 758-2930 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 343-7305 
Kangaroo EF! 

POB 332, Williams ,OR 97544 


(503) 592-3386 

Blue Mts. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Preserve Appalacian Wilderness/ 
Mid-Atlantic Biodiversity Project 
917 Church St., Indiana, PA 15701 
(412) 349-5936 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave., Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 237-A Elk Ln., Montrose, PA 18801 

TENNESSEE 
Katuah EF! 

Tennesse Valley Faction 

POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 

(615) 624-3939 

TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

POB 7292, U Stn., Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 320-0413 
Corpus Christi EF! 

4114 Claudia 
Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 2120 
Point Blank, TX 77364 
UTAH 

Autonomy House 
POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 
VERMONT 
Two Rivers EF! 

POB 85, Sharon, VT 05065 
Biodiversity Liberation Front 
The ALARM 

J.R., POB 804 , Burlington, VT 05402 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(703) 885-6983 

Massive Retaliation 

2129 General Booth Blvd. #253 

Virginia Beach, VA 23454-5872 

(804) 468-3180 

Sherman 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 
WASHINGTON 
Olympic EF! 

Whole Bird, 112 Umatilla 
Port Townsend, WA 98368 
Seattle EF! WA EF! Bulletin 
POB 60164, Seattle, WA 98160 
Cheetwoot EF! ENTMOOT! 

POB 10147, Olympia, WA 98502 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 
Rt. 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 
25427 

(304) 754-9161 
Wishetee 

POB 226, Glenville, WV 26351 

WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters Journal 
& Midwest Headwaters Action 
c/o Madison Peace Co-op 
731 State, Madison, WI 53711 
(608) 255-8765 or (608) 241-9426 
Hank Bruse 
235 Travis Drive 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 
(715) 423-5636 
North Forests EF! 

POB 725, Oshkosh, WI 54902 
(414) 426-2357 


For changes to the 
Directory write or call: 

Earth First! Journal 

POB 1415 
Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 741-9191 


Support Jailed 
Activists 

Lise Olson 
B48426, POB 5001 
Dwight, IL 60420 

North American 
ALF Support Group 

POB 8673, Victoria, BC 

C ANADA V8X 3S2 


International EFT Directory 


AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 
John Seed 

POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21-85-05 
EF! Australia 

Canopy and Noemi, POB 1738Q 
GPO, Melbourne, Victoria 
(03) 354-7972, fax (03) 416-2081 

CANADA 

Terra Prima/W. Canada EF! 

620 View St. Suite 618 
Victoria, BC V8W 1J6 
(604) 383-1560 
EF! Vancouver 

PO Box 176, 1472 Commercial 
Vancouver, BC V5L 3X9 
(604) 473-0174 
Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 

EF! Manitoba 

15-222 Osborne St. South 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 

(204) 453-9052 

EF! Toronto 

PO Box 70, 1576 Queen St West 

Toronto, Ontario M6R 1A6 

(416) 534-5323 

EF! Ottawa 

Box 4612 Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 

EF! Montreal 

Diffusion Noire, Jamie McGowan 

c/o Librairie Alternative 

2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 

Montreal, PQ H2X 2T3 

DEN MARK 

EF! Denmark 

c/o Troels Floe, 5,th 

43 Absalonsgade, 1658 Copenhagen V 

(45) 31228241 

ENGLAND 

(Over 60 local groups exist in the British 
Isles, for a list, write to one of them.) 
Leeds EF! 

16 Sholebroke Ave., Chapeltown 
Leeds LS7 3HB, Yorkshire 
(0532) 629427 or 629365 
E-mail: cornerstone@gn.apc.org 
London EF! 

Cooltan Bldg., 372 Coldharbour Ln. 
Brixton, London, SW9 
(071) 737-0100 
Manchester EF! 

Dept. 29, 1 Newton St. 

Piccadilly, Manchester Ml 1HW 
(061) 225-7128 
Norwich EF! 

Des Keane, 48 Bethel Street 
Norwich, Norfolk 
(0603) 631007, fax (0603) 666879 
E-mail: gn:reforest 


Oxford EF! 

Box E, 111 Magdalen Road 
Oxford OX4 IRQ 
(0865) 201706/202706 
fax: (0865) 201705 
E-mail: gmeartharc 
South Downs EF! 

Prior House, 6 Tilbury Place 
Brighton/East Sussex BN2 2GY 
GJE RM A NY 
EF! Germany 

Avalon, Friedrich-Ebert-Str. 24 
45127 Essen 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009)484-25435 SAVE 
Bander Bagicha 
Near Maurya LokPATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 
PHILIPPINES 
Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 
Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
POLAND 

Workshop For All Beings 
ul. Modrzewskiego 29/3, 

43-300 Bielsko, Biala 
fax: 0048-30-29496 

RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80 
E-mail: tretyput@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93 
E-mail: rk@glas.apc.org 

scqjel and 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
+44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 
fax: +44 (0)41 424 3688 
E-mail: scotree@gn.apc.org 

SLOVA KIA 

Earth First! 

A. Hlinku 11, 96001 Zvolen 

S PA IN 

Manuel A. Demandes 
Taller de E. A. A CURUXA 
J. B. Xelmirer J 
Campus Universitario 
1570 S Santiago 
tel. 584321, fax 584533 
UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
c/o Nadia Shevchenko 
Glushkova 17-22, Kiev, 252187 
(044)266-93-10 
E-mail: nadia@glas.apc.org 


Earth First! Campaigns 


The Boycott Quarterly 
POB 30727, Seattle, WA 98103 
Carmageddon c/o EF!UK 
9 Cazenove Road 
London, N16 6PA UK 
Cascadia Fire Ecology Project 
POB 3563, Eugene, OR 97403 
Coast Watch 

POB 1811, Rockland, ME 04841 
Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers 
Video Project 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 376-7329, fax 631-7958 


6 Projects 

Kids for Konservation 
Eagle Watch 

POB 78124, Tucson, AZ 85703 

Oceans Task Force 

c/o Ridley, 300 Broadway, Suite 28 

San Francisco, CA 94133 

Ranching Task Force 

POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 

(602) 578-3173 

Video Warriors 

POB 2182 , Berkeley, CA 94702 

Warrior Poet Society 

Bancroft & Telegraph 

ASUC Box 361, Berkeley, CA 94720 



Fund for Wild Nature 

A non-profit, tax-exempt 
foundation which funds 
scientific research, education 
and literature projects. Funding 
proposals can be sent to: 

Fund for Wild Nature 
5337 College Ave., Suite 308 
Oakland, CA 94618 
(510) 653-5070 


GIVE US YOUR 
MONEY, PLEASE 


Tired of giving your money to 
a federal government out of 
(y)our control? So are we. I ireci 
of spending money on layers of 
corporate/environmenlal 
bureauacracy while watching 
your world collapse around 
you? EFI gets things done 
without big salaries. How about 
donating some of your hard 
earned $$ directly to any of the 
hard working groups listed here 
and/or to us 3t the Earth First! 
Journal? Make checks payable 
to Earth First! Thank you in 
advance lor your generosity. 
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Earth First! Tackles Trophy Hunting 


by Craig Beneville 

It was May 23, the Tuesday follow- 
ing the British Columbia Rendezvous. 
We were in a used car lot, and we were 
utterly confounded. Neither pair of 
boltcutters was even leaving much of 
a mark, much less cutting through the 
hardened steel padlock. 

The padlock in question locked a 
grate leading to a hatch which pro- 
vided entry to the interior of the tall- 
est flagpole in the world, a 282.7-foot 
monster twenty miles east of 
Vancouver. If we could gain access to 
the flagpole, we would hang a huge 
banner to spotlight British Columbia's 
rampant trophy hunting. From the 
flagpole, the banner would be in clear 
view of the offices of the Environment 
Ministry, the provincial government 
agency in charge of game manage- 
ment. 

So there we were on that fine morn- 
ing, all set for an action and nowhere 
to go since our boltcutters were use- 
less. It was time to pack it in; go home 
and watch a hockey match, eh. 

Then fate struck. 

The yardman of the car lot ambled 
out our way. "Did you lose the key?" 


he asked. 

"Uh, yeah," we replied, feverishly 
working the thirty-six inch handles of 
the bolt cutters, still attempting to 
remove the lock. 

"I thought the receptionist gave you 
the key last week," he asked hesitantly. 

Dumb silence on our part. 

"Well, I've got a key," he offered. 
"Don't make sense cutting that lock 
for nothing." 

We stood back, amazed. The yard 
man had obviously mistaken us for 
the crew that periodically replaces the 
pole's huge Canadian flag, which of- 
ten tatters in the high winds at the top 
of the pole. 

The yard man unlocked the grate, 
all the while becoming increasingly 
suspicious, then bent down and un- 
locked the hatch as well. "Where is the 
flag? ... Who did you say you repre- 
sented?" he demanded, suddenly real- 
izing that something definitely wasn't 
quite right. 

But it was too late. Mick and I were 
inside the flagpole, and Kris quickly 
slapped anew padlock into place. Sud- 
denly everything was going well. 

continued on page 23 



Mexican Spotted Owl Victory 


Judge Strikes Blow Against Congressional Assault on the ESA! 


by David Hogan 

The news came on May 30. After three years of delays, the 
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has issued a final rule 
designating 4.6 million acres of Southwestern forest lands 
as critical habitat for the Mexican spotted owl. Approxi- 
mately 2.3 million acres are protected in New Mexico, with 
the remaining protected acreage found in Arizona, south- 
ern Colorado and Utah. The action was not the result of 
any agency concern for the status of this old-growth 
dependent species. Instead, critical habitat designation 
was the result of five years of near continuous two-by-four 
upside-the-head-type litigation, first to get the species 
listed as threatened, and then to "encourage" designation 
of critical habitat. If the FWS had their way, this magical 
critter would never have seen Endangered Species Act 
protection. Some paltry "conservation agreement" would 
have been signed long ago by Fish and Wildlife Service and 
Forest Service cronies, dooming the species to voluntary, 
feel good, paper protection while the discordant sound of 
big trees falling swelled in the background. 

Background 

Since being listed as threatened in 1992, continuous 
litigation and Fish and Wildlife Service deceit and delay 
have paved the way for Mr. Owl's wild ride down the path 
of "resource" protection politics. When the FWS listed the 
owl, they claimed that critical habitat designation was 
unnecessary due to the potential for conservation agree- 
ments with the Forest Service which would protect the last 
Southwestern old growth. The Endangered Species Act 
doesn't allow this kind of noodling, however. The Act 
requires critical habitat to be designated in all cases except 
where such a designation increases the likelihood that 
some yahoo will be able to find a protected species (through 
critical habitat maps) and wipe it out. So in early January, 
1994, a whole gaggle of Southwestern enviros, led by the 


Southwest Center for Biological Diversity, sued the FWS for 
failing to proceed with critical habitat designation. 

Enter Arizona's Governor Fife Symington. Soon after the 
lawsuit was filed, the Governor sought to intervene in the 
case, calling the lawsuit "malicious to our citizens," and 
stating that, "The current cooperation of extremist envi- 
ronmental groups and allied judges on the federal bench 
has been both a practical and constitutional failure." US 
District Judge Carl Muecke quietly denied the Governor's 
intervention attempt, citing the State's lack of standing in 
Federal lands issues. 

Fish and Wildlife Service Plans to Violate Order 

In June of 1994, Judge Muecke ruled that, yes indeedy, 
the Fish and Wildlife Service had broken the law by not 
designating critical habitat for the owl. But judges prefer to 
see cases settled out of court, so Muecke ordered the 
enviros and the FWS to work out a timeline regarding when 
critical habitat would be proposed and finalized, and get 
back to him in September, 1 994. The fact that negotiations 
didn't get very far surprised no one. On the one hand, the 
enviros demanded habitat protection "yesterday," while 
on the other the FWS kept whining about how many years 
they needed to comply with the Judge's order. In motions 
filed with the court in September, the FWS asked that 
critical habitat not be required until December 1, 1995. 
Despite taking actions seemingly in compliance with the 
Judge's order, the FWS continued to plot against ever 
designating critical habitat. 

This plot saw the light of day, however, when documents 
appeared which clearly showed the FWS planned to pro- 
pose critical habitat, and then withdraw the proposal after 
creating a "conservation agreement" with the Southwest- 
ern Region of the Forest Service. In the documents, Steve 
Spangle, Fish and Wildlife Service's Southwestern Regional 
Endangered Species Listing Coordinator, stated, "Can con- 

continued on page 18 


$3.50 



Activist Infiltrates 
Hunt Operation 


by Mike Mease for Bear Watch 

Killing for fun is a sickness or a 
disease. Subsistence hunting is a way 
of life. Killing is never an easy thing to 
do, but with the proper respect for the 
cycle of life, hunting can work. The 
meat will feed you, the hide will clothe 
you and the spirit will guide you. 

I'm a hunter from Montana and if 
luck is with me, I am blessed with a 
deer to help feed myself and my ex- 
tended family through the winter. 
However, hunting has taken a new 
meaning for me as of late. Having 
recently gone undercover on a black 
bear hunt on Vancouver Island in Brit- 
ish Columbia, I discovered the ugly 
truths about trophy hunting. 

Big Game Hunting 

The hunt was sold by an American- 
owned company named Zarco Wild- 
life Inc. Zarco owns the hunting rights 
to one-third of Vancouver Island. This 
gives them the legal right to bring in as 
many foreign hunters as they can to 
kill two black bears each. In the eyes of 
the trophy hunters these bears havd 
one value: to be mounted or made 
into rugs. The idea of feeding them- 
selves or their families never enters 
the picture. 

My guide was David Fyfe. He is the 
head guide and front man in Canada 
for Zarco Wildlife. When I arrived in 
Port McNeill, BC for my undercover 
mission, I learned that a hunter from 
Texas had already killed one of his 
bears (bear hunters are allowed two 
kills). We hopped in Fyfe's truck and 
headed off to the target range to test 
my shooting ability. This was the only 
hunter safety test I had to pass to use 
the weapon they were loaning me. 
One shot, one bulls-eye and I was 
approved with honors. So off we went 
to the wild world of logging roads and 
clearcuts to kill black bears. 

In the biggest clearcut of the day, 
less than an hour into the "hunt" (a 
truck ride down logging roads), we 
came across a large black bear less than 
50 yards from us. I jumped out and 
started video-taping the bear. Fyfe told 
me this was a trophy bear and I had to 
shoot it. He told me this knowing he 
had forgotten to give me my license 
and hunting tag. He said, "Go ahead 
and shoot the bear. We'll leave it here, 
go and get your tag and come back for 
the bear later." He then piled jackets 
on the hood of his truck to set the gun 
on so the 50-yard shot was as easy as 
possible. I figured the only way to 
convince him I was legitimate was to 
play along but be nervous with "buck 
fever." I began to shake and breathe 
heavily. I fired a shot five feet above 
the bear's head. Now, in all my years 

continued on page 29 
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Survey sez 



The results of last issue's "Reinventing the Journal" survey 
are in. It seems we are a mostly overeducated group of highly 
opinionated cow haters. We have included some of the 
quotes from the responses below. 

DEMOGRAPHICS 

Seventy-six responses (just over three and one-third per- 
cent of the Journal's subscribers) were diligently and pa- 
tiently tabulated by this Journal lackey . Fifty-one of the 
respondents are male and 25 female. The majority of re- 
spondents are 31-40 years old. A surprising 14% are over 51 
and only 5% are 16-20. 

We live in all sorts of habitats, with the majority settled in 
the urban jungle. One respondent lives on a boat and 
another in jail. 

Just over half of the poll re- 
spondents have earned a bach- 
elors degree or higher and 
make over $11,000 a year. 

Eight percent have a Ph.D., 
and over 6% earn an an- 
nual income over $40,000. 

(Dang, what I could do 
with that kinda money.) 

We are not big breed- 
ers; only 15 of the respon- 
dents have children. 

ENVIRONMENTALISM 

Boy oh boy do we read. Almost every 
respondent receives at least three periodicals besides the EF! 
Journal, the most overlap being with Wild Earth, "Well, I look 
at the pictures in it" and Sierra. Many people are members of 
other groups: 25% belong to the Sierra Club, 15% to Sea 
Shepherd, and 29% to local grassroots organizations. Thir- 
teen percent rightly believe that all corporate environmental- 
ism sucks, and five people have recently canceled their 
memberships to Audubon and the Sierra Club. 

Impressively, 78% of the respondents have been to an 
environmental action but only 25% belong to a local Earth 
First! group. A large number noted that no EF! group exists 
in their area. Seventy percent have never been arrested at a 
demonstration, while 31% are willing when the time and 
circumstances dictate its necessity. Twelve percent say they 
will lose their jobs if they are arrested, and eight percent 
boldly said, "never again." 

JOURNALISM 

To all you would-be editors out there: Remember, the 
Journal staff are primarily editors, not writers. They edit 
articles that other people submit. So to all you people with 
the great ideas for articles — write 'em. 

Most everyone agrees the Journal staff is doing excellent 
work: "Ya'll do such a great job." Only one person believed 
their dog could do better, and no one thought the staff was 
performing abysmally. Forty percent understand the staff is 
underpaid and overworked. 

We are an easy bunch to please, with 20% liking abso- 
lutely everything in the Journal. The favored articles are 


those covering actions, eco-political analysis, investiga- 
tive reporting and, yes, monkeywrenching tips. Twenty- 
one percent admitted backbiting and infighting enter- 
tained them, while 13% say it is their least favorite part 
of the Journal. A smattering disliked the bad language and 
others dislike rambling self-congratulatory articles: "more 
debate and less posturing." 

On to monkeywrenching: 54% believe that Ned Ludd is 
very reasonable with his suggestions: "We wouldn't 
want to publish every trick we think of, now would we?" 
Twenty-four feel it does not help them enough. Two 
people raised serious concerns about the efficiency and 
safety of some of the suggestions. 

Finally we get to the heated cow/content question. 
Although most readers agree that the content of the 
Journal is just right: "I hate cows and respect the right of 
everyone else to hate them too." Nine percent feel the 
content is too restrictive, and 5% feel it's too open, "I 
think cows are terrible in all respects but I eat an occa- 
sional meal from the range." 

A quarter of the respondents think the Journal is too 
insidy while 46% agree that its just right. Almost every- 
one agrees that the articles are both depressing and 
empowering. Thirteen of us are confused: "What's a 
Freddy?" 

SUMMARY 

Everyone at the Journal was surprised and flattered at the 
overwhelmingly positive response to the survey, "I like it 
all — it's my bible." I was shocked at how many people 
opened up and wrote long and personal answers to the 
questions. One was even beautifully decorated with stick- 
ers and colored pens. There are an awful lot of isolated 
readers out there who are getting much of their strength 
from the Journal and the articles you submit. People want 
to read more about monkeywrenching, eco-philosophy 
and eco-politics. They want to know how to fight the 
corporate beast, who to write, and how to get involved. 
Readers crave more photographs, artwork, facts, biogra- 
phies, inspiration and "beer ads?" They want less New 
Age, shorter letters to the editors, less Politically Correct 
bull, and they want the paper to stay in newspaper form. 

Thanks to everyone who responded. You've given this 
wandering activist an entertaining look at the readership 
of the Journal. The staff takes this survey quite seriously 
and will continue listening to its readers, so keep sending 
in your suggestions and submitting articles [ed. note: with 
photos or graphics]. And never forget, as one reader summed 
it up, "conformity sucks." 

Just a few housekeeping items: 

Rod Coronado's sentencing date has been moved to 
July 27. For more information contact the Rod Coronado 
Support Committee at 2530 Berryessa Rd. #820, San Jose, 
CA 95132, (602) 795-2527. 

The Journal is in need of another PC (386 or better?), a 
scanner, plane tickets to New Zealand, and, of course, 
other donations as well. 

— Kris Maenz 


Litha by Peggy Sue McRae 

Litha is the celebration of Summer Solstice. The Earth now 
reaches the midpoint in her greater cycle around the Sun. 
Summer Solstice is the longest day of the year. As the Sun reaches 
it's apex above the horizon the Earth once more begins to turn 
toward darkness. Full blossoms drop from swelling fruit. The 
season of abundance is born. In this time between planting and 
harvest we water and weed, with faith in the reliability and 
timing of Mother nature. Full summer sun gleams on the moun- 
tains and dances across streams. Crickets celebrate the season with 
song. Bears ramble through the woods searching for honey. Salmon 
begin their journey upriver from the sea. Bears, Eagles and Bees eagerly 
anticipate the Salmon's return. 
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The Earth First! Journal is published by 
an editorial staff from within the Earth 
First! movement. Entire contents are copy- 
righted 1995. We are pleased to allow 
reprinting if credit is given, except for 
those articles specifically copyrighted by 
the author. Art, photographs, and poetry 
are copyrighted by the individual artists 
and permission for use must be received 
from them. 

Earth First! Journal is a forum for the no- 
compromise environmental movement. 
Responsibility rests with the individual 
authors and correspondents. The contents 
do not necessarily represent the view- 
point of this newspaper, the Earth First! 
movement, local Earth First! groups or 
individual Earth Firstfers. 

Submissions are welcomed and should 
be typed or clearly printed. Send a SASE if 
you would like them returned. If you want 
confirmation of receipt of a submission, 
please request it. We encourage submis- 
sions on Macintosh disks or via EcoNet. 
Art and photographs (prints are best, nega- 
tives are good, slides are fair) are desirable 
to illustrate articles and essays. They will 
be returned if requested. 

All submissions are edited for length 
and clarity. If an article is significantly 
edited, we will make a reasonable effort to 
contact the author prior to publication. 

ISSN 1055-8411 Earth First! Journal is 
indexed in the Alternative Press Index. 
The Earth First! Journal is recorded on mi- 
crofilm by University Microfilms, Inc. 

All correspondence regarding subscrip- 
tions, merchandise orders, donations, 
letters to the editor, articles, photos, 
graphics, etc., should be directed to: 

Earth First! Journal 
PO Box 1415 
Eugene, OR 97440 
Phone: (503) 741-9191 
Fax: (503) 741-9192 
EcoNet: earthfirst 
E-mail: earthfirst@igc.apc.org 

Business Manager: Karen Wood 
Editorial Staff: Craig Beneville, Julia Roll, 
Lynn Hamilton, Kevin Tubbs, Jim Flynn, 
Sis Anderson 

Poetry Editor: Dennis Fritzinger 
Volunteers: Dave DeBrie, Kristin, Catia, 
Kris, Acasia, Ross, Kim, Barry, Nance, Lacey 
Artists in this issue include: Stella, Toles, 
Hughes, Leunig, Peggy Sue McRae, Carol 
Simpson 

Cover art by: John Dolley 

SCHEDULE 

The Earth First! Journal is published 8 times 
a year on the solstices, equinoxes, and 
cross-quarter days: November 1, Decem- 
ber 21 (Winter Solstice), February 2, March 
21 (Vernal Equinox), May 1, June 21 
(Summer Solstice), August 1, and Septem- 
ber 21 (Autumnal Equinox). One-year 
subscriptions in the U.S. via third class 
mail are $25. First class delivery is $35. 
Outside the USA, surface delivery is $35 
and airmail is $45. Corporate and law 
enforcement rate is $45. 

Deadline for the next issue is: 

July 17 
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Forest Health* The Only Crisis is Deforestation 


by Justin Time and the Mystery Riders Workshop 

The Big Lie 

In 1940, Secretary of Agriculture Henry A. Wallace 
wrote, "In a democracy, individual understanding of 
problems and an aroused public opinion are essential 
to constructive action. It is my considered judgment 
that, in the Northwest, true understanding of the 
forest problems and the development of an aroused 
public opinion have been delayed mainly by the 
hired men of the forest industries who have been 
adroit in issuing misleading propaganda. Actually, 
the purpose is to justify, with some kind of rational- 
ization, cutting practices dictated by conventional 
and short-term investment and dividend consider- 
ations. These and not good forest practice based on 
public interest, are the determining considerations." 

Fifty years later, industry's propaganda was break- 
ing down. We had the spotted owl on the cover of 
Time magazine, "Ancient Forest" was a household 
term and George Bush wanted to be known as "the 
environmental President." Then, in 1992, we got a 
court injunction against most old-growth logging. 
Next, A1 Gore got elected and shortly thereafter 
brought his running mate to Portland for a Presiden- 
tial "Forest Summit." 

So, you'd think I'd be writing these days about the 
end of ancient forest logging and a burgeoning forest 
renaissance with species recovery across the land- 
scape. Wrong! Now, we have hundreds of new 
old-growth timber sales in the Northwest's ancient 
forests, a "salvage" rider that allows for massive 
logging without laws, and a concerted attack, funded 
by resource extraction industries, aimed at rolling 
back the protections of the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA). Indeed, we are witnessing the greatest envi- 
ronmental rollback ever. What happened? What 
went wrong? 

How Wrong Did Things Go? 

As you read this, six-foot diameter trees are falling 
in Oregon's Umpqua River drainage and in Mt. St. 
Helen's National Monument— part of the Deal of 
Shame "goodwill" release of sales by the spotted owl 
plaintiffs. And then there's the matter of the never- 
ending death dance with the defeated Democrats 
which led to the Deal and continues unabated to- 
day-witness the Montana Wilderness Association's 
(MWA) endorsement of Rep. Pat Williams' latest 
Orwellian-titled stump creation bill — the "Forest Eco- 
system Stewardship Demonstration Act of 1995." 

Some of us feel the whole sorry debacle boils down 
to how the nationals and some regionals zigged 
when they should have zagged at the 1993 Timber 
Summit. There were a number of factors involved. 
Interest in schmoozing Clinton and the Democrats, 
and wanting a new president to look good and not 
expose past sins in front of the sinners were the 
overriding motivations behind the whole thing. 

Furthermore, catering to foundation monetary 
support caused the movement to become 
"Pew"sillanimous — taking big oil foundation money 
and then pulling their punches, giving up injunc- 
tions, "releasing" timber sales from injunction and 
the like. Of course, this all backfired badly, and the 
image was created, which persists to this day, that 


extractors were the oppressed rather than the oppres- 
sors. The sympathy was directed to the children of 
the loggers, instead of the current and future chil- 
dren of this planet. 

Luckily, the urban liberal wimps who have domi- 
nated environmentalism are becoming more irrel- 
evant. The self-inflicted vacuum in the forest move- 
ment from the summit forward has been filled by 
increasingly militant fish folks, organic farmers, pro- 
gressive companies and rural communities worried 
about their water. 

Salvaging the Movement? 

Given that we all know the wretched history, the 
question that matters now is: Can we break the 
pernicious impact of foundation money and the 
desire of some "activists" to schmooze Clinton and 
be "players" at the expense of native ecosystems? 

The "Forest Health" lie — the "we-gotta-destroy- 
the-forest-to-save-it" bullshit — seems to be produc- 
ing the first major cracks in the collaboration cartel. 
Though some groups like MWA and that green- 
washing corporation known as the Wilderness Soci- 
ety (TWS) are hopeless, it appears that this big lie is 
even too much for some of the usual pliable suspects. 



The horrid Gorton/Hatfield "salvage" rider on the 
rescission bill has stiffened resistance, even inside 

the Beltway. The heretofore ineffective Western 
Ancient Forest Campaign (WAFC) appropriately 
dubbed the rider the "Logging Without Laws" bill. 
The major nationals began phone-banking around 
the country. Grassroots activists responded with 
over 20,000 calls, faxes and even chunks of wood 
sent to the White House. 

Apparently, you-can-call-me A1 Gore got into a 
shouting match with Bubba over the rider and then 
Clinton came out with a veto promise citing the 
logging provisions as one of his reasons. Of course, 
some of us worry that Bubba will carry through on his 
other promise made in Billings on May 31. There he 
promised to conveniently forget about the rider and 
sign it anyway if the education funding cuts are 
deleted from the bill. 

Every Silver Lining has a Cloud 

Even though A1 enlightened Bubba, what came 
next is of great concern. A1 stated in a May 1 1 press 
release, "Increasing salvage logging... andimproving 
forest health are goals we share with Congress. In 
fact, we have already put in motion reforms to speed 
timber salvage without compromising environmen- 


tal standards ... The timber salvage provision (in the 
bill) should be taken out and we should move for- 
ward to expedite timber salvage in a responsible 
manner." 

That darling of the nationals, Forest Service Chief 
Jack Ward Thomas, then threw gasoline on the fire 
declaring, "a desired state of forest health is a condi- 
tion where biotic and abiotic influences do not 
threaten resource management objectives now or in 
the future." Heaven forbid! Can you believe it? Forest 
health has nothing to do with the viability of species, 
only the viability of "management." 

Incorporating "abiotic influences" is literally rede- 
fining ecosystems to include the people who are 
trashing them. Using this Clinton approach, effective 
law enforcement would be defined as including the 
support and cooperation of criminals along with the 
victims — perhaps 911 operators would suggest trying 
robber-homeowner partnerships and round tables as 
a good place to start when break-ins are reported. 

After reading A1 and Jack's putrid quotes and smell- 
ing another compromise, the Mystery Riders started 
quizzing the nationals and regionals on whether or 
not they planned on going along with the 
administration's embrace of the "forest health" lie in 
exchange for the promised veto. The answers seem 
promising. 

How to Really "Arouse Public Opinion" 

Perhaps the best indicator of a shift away from 
accommodation was the inaugural civil disobedi- 
ence of the Oregon Natural Resources Council's 
Andy Kerr at Sen. Hatfield's office. Mike Roselle's left 
his current adopted bioregion and went to Portland 
to join Kerr at the protest, which garnered wonder- 
ful publicity focused on the intent of the rider. 

One can hope that Kerr's action will create a case of 
paddy-wagon envy among the three-piece suit crowd. 
The 3000 acres of cut planned in the critical Ten Mile 
Creek watershed on the Siuslaw N ational Forest ought 
to be enough to bring the DC desk jockeys out for a 
little front-line R & R. Sugarloaf? Cove/Mallard? 
Copper Butte? There's plenty to choose from, folks. 

In addition to ONRC and WAFC seeming to de T 
velop a harder line, another hopeful sign is that Brock 
Evans of National Audubon has weighed in, saying, 
"I've never heard anybody ever 'embracing the sal- 
vage lie;' read our alerts, read our phone bank mes- 
sages ... No, damn it, we, all of us here, hate that 
salvage stuff. We're going to fight it to the death." 
It's now or... 

There you have it. A half-century after Henry 
Wallace first called the lie, it boils down to a litmus 
test for the nationals. "Fighting it to the death" will 
mean setting A1 and Bubba straight. It means setting 
MWA, TWS, Williams and their ilk straight on their 
ill-advised measures. It means setting the oil com- 
pany foundations straight, even at the risk of losing 
funding. And, it means continuing to hold the 
administration's feet to the fire, assuring the veto. 
Veto or no veto, there's still a lot of trees and species 
going down out here in stumpland, so, ultimately, it 
means standing shoulder to shoulder on the front 
lines as the timber-industrial complex mounts its last 
great buffalo hunt on the forest life support systems 
of our endangered planet. 


Letters 

Dear Editors, 

I am writing on behalf of the nearly 
15,000 members of the Golf Course Su- 
perintendents Association of America To 
formally condemn the advocacy of crimi- 
nal vandalism that recently appeared in 
the "Dear Ned Ludd" column of your 
publication. 

In urging your readers to damage golf 
course irrigation systems, Mr. Ludd does 
more than just incite a crime. He also sup- 
ports crippling one of the most effective 
waste water treatment processes available — 
thereby potentially increasing pollution. 

Environmentalists are often pleased to 
learn that many of today's golf courses 
are irrigated with effluent water. This 
partially treated waste water would oth- 


to the Editors 


erwise be dumped back into lakes or riv- 
ers. Independent research shows that golf 
courses make excellent "spray fields" for 
effluent because the turf grass tends to 
filter out the remaining waste products 
(which typically include bacteria like E. 
coli, salts, and heavy metals like cad- 
mium and zinc). In short, the water that 
leaves the course is cleaner than the wa- 
ter that went on. There is no way to 
visually identify an effluent irrigation 
system, so any reader who attempts to 
follow Mr. Ludd’s advice is potentially 
contributing to pollution. 

We, the members of GCSAA, take our 
responsibility to the environment very 
seriously. We invite you to learn more 
about the responsible turf grass manage- 
ment practices employed by golf course 


superintendents nationwide. 

ft? 

Rip 

Sincerely, 

ft?..* 

— Gary T. Grigg, President 

.ft?.-;/ 

Golf Course Superintendents 


Association of America 


Mr. Ludd responds: 



I think Mr. Grigg is full of 
effluent himself. 

Are you ready for an upbeat letter? Many 
thanks to the seventeen activists that were 
jailed — and originally charged with felo- 
nies — in 1990 for the American Express 
action that followed the first EF! activist 
conference in Boulder, CO. Many thanks 
to those who got away and supported the 
effort. Many thanks to all of you who have 
helped to put pressure on American Ex- 



press to do the right thing. 

Because of all of us, and not because of 
any other substantial reason, we stopped 
American Express from building an enor- 
mous ski resort in the heart of wolf and 
griz recovery habitat. 

Sincerely, 

— Mike Stabler 
continued on page 32 
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Become Field Notes 


by Phil Nanas 

The Power SH Timber Sale, 

Mt. St. Helens National Volcanic Monument, 
Gifford Pinchot National Forest 
May 5, 1995 

The Forest Service told me they had begun logging 
these units. I'd come here to photograph old-growth 
logging under Clinton's new forest plan. I was 
looking for big stumps, soil damage, and, after all 
this rain, the inevitable erosion. The rain and sleet 
were coming down hard, and I was sinking over the 
tops of my boots in the mud of the yet-to-be grav- 
eled road. I passed a log-loader and discovered a 
water truck stuck in the mud of the road where a 
culvert should've been. When I saw the machinery 
my heart sank. I thought I 
knew what was ahead. 

I proceeded up the hill and 
approached an older man in 
a red felt old-timers cap. He 
was the road contractor. As 
he fiddled with a couple of 
greasy wrenches he said, "I 
can't figure it out. They 
punch the road in here for a 
lousy 15 or so log trucks 
worth of trees. " He looked at 
the logger's tape measure 
hanging from my hip and 
asked where I was going. I 
told him I was going up the 
old road to look at the tim- 
ber sale. He was surprised to 
learn that there was an older 
road that paralleled this new 
road just 150 feet away end- 
ing in the same place. Later, 

I realized how screwed up it 
was that the road builders 
knew nothing about the ex- 
isting roads and hadn't even 
looked at a map of the area 
they were roading. 

When I got to the top of the hill I rejoiced. The 
Forest Service had lied again but for once in our 
favor. Some of the smaller units by the highway had 
indeed been logged, but here they had only bull- 
dozed a road through the adjacent tree farm. It 
wasn't logged yet! I could hear the dozer churning 
and grinding on the soon-to-be-road just behind 
me. Anticipating the descent into this pristine for- 
est where I wouldn't be able to hear the dozer, I took 
my camera from my pack and snapped a couple of 
pictures. I knew these magnificent beauties would 
not last much longer. 

The unit was situated along the top end of a gently 
rounded ridge at an elevation of 2750 feet. Across 
the valley, the majestic and glistening Mt. St. Helens 
rose from a mosaic of different aged plantations. 
The silvicultural prescription had stated that the 
trees in this unit were averaging 40 inches in diam- 
eter. Counting the small stuff, I knew it would be 
big. But it's never the same on paper as it is in the 
flesh, or should I say fiber. 

The trees at the edge were phenomenally large — 
big, fat old growth! One big tree at the edge of the 
unit measured just over 80 inches in diameter. A 
gorgeous snag right next to it was just as big and a 
prime nesting sight. I started down the perimeter 
flagging. It was some of the nicest old growth I'd 
seen in the western Cascades. Within 100 yards, the 
forest drained me of my angst and drew me in away 
from the surrounding young tree farms. I saw a twin 
tree with a fallen tree wedged between. I couldn't 
believe my eyes. Bright blue "take" paint on both 
trees. I ran over in astonishment. They were 74 and 
76 inches in diameter. Six-footers! The fallen tree 
wedged between them was over four feet in diam- 
eter. Incredibly beautiful; a virgin old-growth un- 
disturbed forest. . . except for the paint. As I ate lunch 


I thought of our (the Native Forest Council's) law- 
suit and how we must amend our complaint to 
include this sale. It was actually still standing. We 
had to think of something. 

A little background on the lawsuit is in order here. 

During the last round of litigation, the Northwest 
forest plan was challenged on the ground that it did 
not allow for the recovery of the declining popula- 
tion of the northern spotted owl. At the behest of the 
administration, prior to a ruling on the legality of the 
plan, eleven of the thirteen environmental plaintiffs 
agreed to offer-up some old-growth timber sales as an 
appeasement, and to thwart the threat of a suffi- 
ciency rider that would exempt all logging from 
environmental laws. Later, by agreement, the in- 
junction that had halted the logging for the duration 
of the court proceedings was lifted. The plaintiff 

groups included The Wil- 
derness Society, Oregon 
Natural Resources Council, 
Audubon Society, Sierra 
Club, Western Ancient 
Forest Campaign, Pacific 
Rivers Council, Headwa- 
ters, Klamath Forest Alli- 
ance, and Northcoast Envi- 
ronmental Center. Only the 
Forest Conservation Coun- 
cil and the Native Forest 
Council stood strong and 
opposed these decisions. 

The released old-growth 
sales were termed the "Deal 
of Shame" sales by activists 
distressed by the decision. 
As we worked through the 
courts, hoping for another 
* injunction, these and other 
| timber sales in owl habitat 
| were being offered. At that 
| time, I started monitoring 
| all the "owl sales," think- 
ing all I had to do was delay 
them, for the courts would 
surely find the Clinton For- 
est Plan illegal. I was wrong. There was no new 
injunction. Just new logging. 

In the interim, the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) and the Forest Service offered 37 timber sales in 
owl habitat. After we successfully protested two of the 
BLM sales for riparian buffer violations, the BLM 
postponed three more, presumably to rework them 
and make them comply with Clinton's plan. In No- 
vember, at the Native Forest Network Conference, 

I felt victorious as I spoke of these and another nine 
Forest Service sales that were postponed due to 
grave violations of the National Environmental 
Policy Act. 

Just five months later, in April, these sales were 
already re-offered, though nothing was reworked. 

I guess the Forest Service thought no one was 
watching since the "environmentalists" had of- 
fered up these sales. We had no choice but to sue. 
The suit now involves 12 Forest Service timber 
sales on the Gifford Pinchot, Willamette, Umpqua, 
and Siskiyou National Forests. Ten of the twelve 
sales violate NEPA. Furthermore, all of the sales 
violate the Endangered Species Act by not ad- 
equately considering the baseline and cumulative 
impacts of past and foreseeable future clearcutting 
on other federal, state, and private lands. Six of the 
sales on the Gifford Pinchot NF were within 35 miles 
of documented gray wolf sightings and even a grizzly 
bear sighting. These critters are federally listed as 
endangered, not just threatened like the spotted owl. 
While the USFS had done umpteen surveys for owls, 
they had failed to do any field reconnaissance and 
determined that there wasn't a population that would 
be adversely effected in the area. If you don't look, 
you don't find. 

This particular sale, Power SH in the Mt. St. Helens 
National Monument, is a perfect example of how if 


the Forest Service jumps through the NEPA hoops 
with regards to Clinton's Plan, the old-growth tim- 
ber sales that would have been illegal under the old 
designations of Habitat Conservation Area and Criti- 
cal Habitat Unit become perfectly legal. Thus, we 
were forced to drop it from our lawsuit, and its 
doom is now imminent. 

Somehow, this intact virgin old-growth stand had 
survived a thousand years of threats, including 
relentless weather, lightning, wildfire and even the 
blast of mighty Mt. St. Helens herself. Furthermore, 
the areas on all sides had been extensively logged, 
yet these magnificent giants still stood! 

The immensity of these trees and calming peace 
they created reassured me. We may have dropped this 
stand from the lawsuit, but it would save itself. I 
imagined media events, photo-opportunities, and 
showing the public through TV these giants that were 
to be logged. I dreamed of the tree sits and how great 
the twins would be for a platform with a backdrop of 
Mt. St. Helens. With the power of these trees and a 
little public awareness, we could save this place. 

On May 11, I came to unit #8 of the Power SH 
timber sale in the Mt. St. Helens National Volcanic 
monument with a film crew to capture the "before" 
footage in case we needed "before and after" shots 
if this unit was cut. We were starting a series on old- 
growth logging under Clinton's forest plan and this 
was a perfect example of exactly what is wrong with 
the plan. If these seven-and-a-half-foot diameter 
trees were to become stumps they would have 
Clinton's name on them. And there are other "en- 
vironmentalists" who deserve their signatures on 
them as well! 

Upon arrival, we admired the large trees at the 
edge of unit #8. Big, tall and fat, with full crowns 
stretching over the view of the volcano. After a few 
steps in to measure the 80-inch diameter trees, we 
saw it: A blue slash on a horizontal tree with the 
glow of wet saw dust steaming in the sun. The 
stump, with its glistening blue paint, was still ooz- 
ing its life-force. At first, only denial. "Just the logs 
felled to clear the road." Somehow I really thought 
this stand was powerful enough to remain standing. 
How wrong I was. Not only was there a road cut, but 
the giant pair of Douglas firs was gone. Only stumps. 

I looked upon the shattered debris. The torn and 
shredded boughs, the j agged, twisted and split crests 
of the stumps. I couldn't believe my eyes. The whole 
unit had been dropped even though the soggy road 
won't permit skidding or hauling for many weeks. A 
thousand years of evolution one day, quarterly 
corporate profits the next. 


In retrospect, I must address a few issues. To those 
who would call themselves "environmentalists" yet 
offer a sale like this, I hope you are reading this. As 
a movement we all make decisions based on the 
information we have, our feelings, and the strate- 
gies we employ. We are sometimes wrong and only 
need to look at our failures to see that. But when 
making decisions, we should use the best available 
data. If we don't know, we should ask, or better yet, 
go look for ourselves. Mike Axline, an attorney for 
several of the compromising plaintiff groups, re- 
cently defended their judgment. He claimed there 

continued on next page 
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Sugarloaf Saga Continues 


by Mike Lunt 

Cool spring rains cleanse the slopes of the primeval Kangaroo roadless area in 
the Siskiyou National Forest of southwest Oregon. Salamanders slowly squirm 
about their mating rituals in clear pools, and black bear cubs romp playfully 
about the steep forested slopes of Grayback Mountain. All is not well here in this 
last untouched high elevation ancient forest. 

Blue painted rings encircle gigantic Douglas fir and mighty ponderosa pines. 
The US Forest Service, under tremendous pressure from timber extractive 
interests, awarded the roadless and wild Sugarloaf timber sale to the Boise 
Cascade corporation last August in one of the most controversial forest rip-offs 
in recent years. 

By now, many forest activists are aware of the blatant misinformation 
campaign waged by the Siskiyou NF surrounding the Sugarloaf sale. The Forest 
Service and Department of Agriculture repeatedly disseminated false assertions 
that the silvicultural prescription for the Sugarloaf sale would be one of "forest 
health." Higher ups in the administration, however, were caught with their 
pants down when last summer a highly recognized independent forester 
determined that the Sugarloaf sale is nothing more than a giant old growth 
forest extraction project. So what else is new? 

Sugarloaf is part of the 27,000 acre Kangaroo Roadless area, that serves as a 
critical wildlife migration corridor for many species. The Kangaroo is some of 
the only functioning ancient forest habitat in much of the Applegate/Illinois 
river areas. Many native species are becoming drastically scarce in the heavily 
roaded surrounding lands. Hunting and poaching from vehicles, and an endless 
sea of clearcuts have rendered these lands poor habitat for bears, martens, 
fishers, wolverines, spotted owls, goshawks and many other road sensitive, 
wilderness dependent species. 

Now that Sugarloaf has been awarded to Boise Cascade, it is time for activists 
to focus their attention on this evil corporate megalith. Sugarloaf is one of 
several roadless timber sales Boise Cascade has slated to cut. In fact, Boise 
Cascade was the single largest purchaser of federal timber (mostly old growth) 
in the Pacific Northwest for the last three years. Besides being a major culprit 
of habitat destruction, Boise Cascade has the worst record of "willful" worker 
health and safety violations in the industry, and according to the Council on 
Economic Priorities, was charged with 350 OSHA violations since 1988. Boise 


Cascade has also been involved in 
some of the worst union busting in 
the industry, hiring scab labor, and 
provoking violence against strik- 
ers. Boise Cascade is a leading con- 
tributor to several powerful timber 
industry political action commit- 
tees. Those PAC's spent over $2.9 
million dollars establishing pro- 
corporate candidates over the last 
five years. Boise's intense lobbying 
efforts have been directed toward 
opposing mandated recycling laws 
in Idaho, and weakening Oregon's 
regulation of pulp mill emissions. 

A nationwide boycott against 
Boise Cascade is underway. Orga- 
nizers of the boycott hope to pres- 
sure Boise to stop the logging of native and roadless forests, and to emphasize 
their already established poplar tree farms and recycling programs. 

There is a high likelihood that Boise Cascade will attempt to cut Sugarloaf 
sometime this summer. Activists are urged to visit this magnificent threatened 
tract of wilderness before Boise Cascade chainsaws render those steep, rugged 
wilderness slopes just another corporate sacrifice. Come to the Siskiyous. 
What you can do: 

Make your way to southwest Oregon and visit the west slope of Grayback 
mountain. Prepare for direct action. For more information, call the Sugarloaf 
Defense Team at (503) 592-3386. Or write to POB2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523. 

Boycott Boise Cascade: Call Boise's toll free share holder service and tell 
them how you feel about wild lands destruction for cardboard, (800) 544-6473. 
Boycott Boise's Reliable Office Products. Other Boise brand names to boycott 
are: Cascade and Oxford paper; Associated, Cascade and Frederick-Sherry office 
supplies; Noyo, Vinyl, Bond and Wevelite building supplies; Specialty Paper- 
board, Duropak and Schumaker containers. 

Boise's single largest shareholder is State Farm Insurance. Tell State Farm why 
you are discontinuing your policy with them. 



Fat old growth in Sugarloaf sale unit. 


Another Long Summer in Cove/Mallard 


by The Cove/Mallard Coalition 

In 1992 you heard about the incredible wildness 
of the Salmon/Selway Ecosystem. You also heard of 
the 145 miles of road and 200 40-acre clearcuts that 
the Forest Service wanted to build in the Cove- 
Mallard area, as well as the armed and camouflaged 
government agents that came to harass us for our 
non-violent civil-disobedience protests, and the 
dozens of arrests at the beginning of construction of 
the Noble (Ignoble) road. Can you remember the 
three arrests for "mooning a federal agent"? 

In 1993 you heard about the incredible wildness 
of this place again, and the purchase of 20 acres of 
private land within the Cove/Mallard area. Scores 
of non-violent protesters were arrested on the infa- 
mous Noble Road which slashed the roadless area in 
half when completed. The disrespect of local timber 
workers turned to violence, and Little Mallard Creek 
filled with silt from roadbuilding. 

In 1994 there was a temporary halt to the work plan 
while the courts considered legal arguments. The 
Idaho Sporting Congress filed arguments concerning 
wildlife and water quality issues within the Cove/ 
Mallard, and the Pacific Rivers Council filed a broad- 
based suit concerning the Forest Service role in the 
Salmon recovery that included the Cove/Mallard. 
[See "Whine andCheese: The 'Wilderness' Society Chokes 
in Idaho" Eostar, 1995 EF.'J for the full story.] 

In the beginning of this year the crews came back 
to cut the units on the Noble Road left to them by 
the court system. We set up a mid-winter direct- 


action camp. Two people were arrested in a non- 
violent protest against this cutting, and charged 
with felonies under the Idaho "Earth First! Law." 
This unconstitutional law makes it a felony to 
protest Idaho logging practices. The charges were 
quickly dropped. 

A two year old wolverine was incidentallly killed by 
a trapper at the end of Noble road this winter. This 
is a blatant example of how this road has already 
caused increased access to the wilderness, and in- 
creased threats to wildlife. The Biodiversity Legal 
Foundation has recently filed suit to force the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service to list this species as endan- 
gered, immediately. This lawsuit represents another 
possible reprieve for the Cove/Mallard. 

The Idaho Sporting Congress is preparing a law- 
suit to stop the cutting, based upon the failure of the 
Forest Service to meet mitigation requirements of 
previous lawsuits. Also, the Gray Wolf Committee, 
Sinapu, Predator Project and others are in court to 
preserve the endangered status of naturally occur- 
ring gray wolves, which may affect the wolves 
observed in the Cove/Mallard. 

The saws and road building equipment have been 
silent since mid-March due to weather and road 
conditions, as well as the beginning of elk-calving 
season. About 60 hard-core activists attended a 
Memorial Day Strategy session to organize this 
summer's protest. Seeds of Peace is on hand once 
again to supply physical and moral sustenance, as 
well as to conduct non-violence training classes. 

We have every reason to believe the crews will 


move in any day to begin the construction of the 
Jack Creek Sale road system. The contract has beeri 
awarded to the same company that built the Noble 
Road and they are anxious to start when the weather 
permits. However, the Jack Creek road is only one 
of about a dozen assaults that the Contract on 
America is making this year on the Greater Salmon/ 
Selway Ecosystem. We need your help! 

Please come to the wilds of Idaho to do what you 
can. Come prepared for rain and cold We will be 
concentrating our efforts on non-violent civil-dis- 
obedience protests and documenting failures of the 
Forest Service to meet their own rules and regula- 
tion. Directions and information can be obtained 
by contacting the Cove/Mallard Coalition, POB 
8968, Moscow, ID 83843, phone (208) 882-9755; or 
the Cove/Mallard Coalition, 127 East Main St., 
Missoula, MT 59802, (406) 543-2929. 

Update 

On June 1 6 construction was begun on yet another road 
into the Cove/Mallard area, for the Jack Timber Sale. 
More forest will soon be devoured in the mis-titled Noble 
Timber Sale as well. Cove/Mallard needs your help. If 
you cannot afford your mind and body, your material 
and financial support will be invaluable. Send equip- 
ment and gear donations to the above address. Monetary 
contributions can be sent to the above address or to the 
Last Wilderness Defense Fund, PO Box 9970, Moscow, 
ID 83843. 


A Thousand Years of Evolution... 


was no old growth in the offered sales. 
Either these groups never read the 
Environmental Assessments or the 
Old-Growth Assessments for the wa- 
tersheds, or they are just outright ly- 
ing. It's obvious they never took a 
look at these sales. This is unconscio- 


continued from previous page 

nable. I can only wonder if these "en- 
vironmentalists" ever walk in the un- 
disturbed woods. 

In the end, Judge Ashmanskas of the 
Federal Court in Portland ruled against 
us. We were not given a preliminary 
injunction to hold off the logging 


until the full trial on July 21. As of 
June 1st logging could have begun, 
but to the best of our knowledge has 
not. A base camp is now being initi- 
ated in the Gifford Pinchot by activists 
who want to educate the public about 
what is going on in the national for- 
ests. Topics will include forest ecology, 
nonviolence training, technical skills, 
etc. It's critical these last virgin stands 


get all the help possible [For more infor- 
mation see the announcement on page 
34] . The time to take responsibility for 
OUR public lands is now! 

Phil Nanas is on the staff of the Native 
Forest Council. NFC's goal is to end all 
resource extraction and destruction of 
public lands. 
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Nevada Mine Threatens Rare Cutthroat Trout 


by The Moriah Defense -Fund 

The Ely Ranger District of the Humboldt National Forest has received an 
application for a permit to mine garnet in Nevada's beautiful Hampton Creek 
Canyon. The site is adjacent to the Mt. Moriah Wilderness Area, just north of Great 
Basin National Park in eastern Nevada. 

The proposed Hampton Creek garnet mine is cause for great concern. The 
Hampton Creek Canyon drainage, in the Snake Mountain Range of the Great 
Basin, contains a perennial stream home to the rare native Bonneville cutthroat 
trout (classified by the US Fish & Wildlife Service as a candidate for "Threatened" 
status). Congress explicitly recognized the importance of this trout population 
when they designated the Mt. Moriah 
Wilderness Area in 1989. Now the entire 
trout population will be at risk from sedi- 
mentation, toxic spills, water depletion, 
and lethal temperature increases. 

The flora and fauna of the Moriah are 
extremely diverse. As one moves up in 
elevation, the canyon vegetation changes 
from sagebrush communities at the lower 
end to pinyon and juniper, then moun- 
tain mahogany, aspen and fir, and ulti- 
mately to Engelmann spruce and bristle- 
cone pine at treeline. 

The wilderness value of the Moriah 
area is apparent by the presence of large mammals such as mountain lion, 
pronghorn, bighorn sheep and elk. Numerous nesting birds find their home in 
the canyons including flammulated owls, golden eagles, peregrine falcons, 
three-toed woodpeckers and approximately 200 other species of birds. There are 
canyons with perennial streams filled with trout and even some with endan- 
gered Bonneville cutthroat trout. 

Forest Service archeological studies found that Hampton Creek Canyon was 
occupied by native people. For thousands of years, the Great Basin and Snake 
Range have been occupied by native cultures, such as the Fremont and the 
Shoshone. Historical and cultural resource sites are located within the claim 
area of the proposed garnet mine. 

The proposed garnet mine is just outside the Mt. Moriah Wilderness. The 
miners (Bill Taylor and Doug Fleury) have approximately 35 claims of 20 acres 
each, about half of which are within the wilderness area. 

The Forest Service issued a "scoping" notice for the mine as required by the 
National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA), but the notice failed to prop- 
erly inform the public about the likely scale or duration of the proposed mine. 
The Forest Service must "rescope" this project to accurately notify a wider 
segment of the public about the mining proposal and obtain more public 
involvement in the process. 

The Plan of Operations states that in the first year they will surface mine a 400 
by 400-foot area recovering garnet with concurrent reclamation. In fact, the 
miners plan to create a 15-acre by 80-foot deep open-pit five acres at a time. Since 
the original scoping document was released last fall, the Plan of Operations has 
changed several times and the Forest Service does not have a final plan in hand. 

Not only is mining at Hampton Creek biologically a bad idea, but it is also 
unnecessary. The almandine garnet found at this site is a poor quality garnet 


used primarily for sandblasting and other sand related products. In other words 
the Hampton Creek garnet deposit is just high grade sand! It cannot be treated 
as a valuable mineral under the 1872 Mining Law. Rather, it must be treated as 
a common variety or "saleable" mineral. What does this mean? It means the 
miners cannot stake a mining claim for abrasive garnet. It means that the Forest 
Service must make the implausible finding that a puny sand mine serves the 
public interest better than protection of biological and cultural resources, even 
if it means that the Bonneville trout goes extinct. 

The miners claim they will concurrently reclaim the site as they operate. They 
originally stated in the Plan of Operations that the garnet would be separated 
from 90 to 95 percent of the material at the site and shipped to their mill site 

via pipe line. This would allow for the 
processed material not containing gar- 
net to be back-filled to reclaim the area. 
Now the miners are planning to ship 100 
percent of the material to the mill site for 
processing. Are they planning to truck all 
the material not containing garnet back 
up the road to reclaim the site at their 
own expense? 

Take Action Now! Write, call and visit 
the USFS and urge action on the follow- 
ing issues: 

• The Humboldt National Forest and their 
lawyers must recognize that almandine 
garnet is a saleable mineral, not covered under the 1872 mining law. (The 
miners have an exclusive agreement and are financially tied to a Portland, 
Oregon company that sells only sandblasting products.) 

• A new scoping document is needed to reflect the true plan of operations. 
Included in the scoping document should be full reclamation; information 
regarding sensitive, threatened and endangered species; historical and cultural 
resources; and a "no action" alternative. 

• Hold the miners accountable for all non-permitted activities at the proposed 
mine site including illegal occupation and development of the existing cabin; 
ground disturbance in and outside of the roadless and wilderness areas; fuel 
storage; trash dumping; and locating a pit toilet next to a stream. 

Ask to be put on the mailing list for the Danielle Garnet Mine so that you can 
participate and comment on the project. Contact District Ranger Jerry Green at 
the Ely Ranger District, Humboldt National Forest, 350 8th Street East, Ely, NV 
89301, (702) 289-3031, fax (702) 289-2132, e-mail: /S=J. GREEN/ 
OU1=R04F09 A@mhs-fswa.attmail.com 
Contact the following people immediately to stop this ridiculous mine: 
Chief Jack Ward Thomas, USFS, PO Box 96090, Washington DC 20090-6090, 
(202) 205-1661, fax (202) 205-1765 

Dale Bosworth, Regional Forester, USFS Intermountain Region, 324 25th 
Street Ogden, UT 84401, (801) 625-5606, fax (801) 625-5359, e-mail: 
/S=D.BOSWORTH/OUl=R04A@mhs-fswa. attmail.com 
Jim Nelson, Forest Supervisor, Toiyabe-Humboldt NF, 1200 Franklin Way, 
Sparks, NV 89431, (702) 331-6444, fax (702)355-5399, e-mail: /S=J.NELSON/ 
OU1=R04F09 A@mhs-fswa.attmail.com 
For more conservation information contact the Moriah Defense Fund, 
PO Box 499, Spanish Fork, UT 84660. 



" Option 9 " for the Sierra Nevada Released, and It 


by Todd Shuman 

Right now the US Forest Service has the oppor- 
tunity to save the last old growth in the Sierra 
Nevada, but claims that such a move would 
increase the risk of fire, despite considerable 
scientific testimony to the contrary. The Pacific 
Southwest Regional Office of the Forest Service 
has released a document that -explores seven 
alternatives for managing the ten National Forests 
that compose most of the Sierra Nevada range. 
One alternative, named Alternative E in the 
document, would prohibit most logging within 
the last remaining unprotected old-growth forest 
in the Sierra Nevada. Timber volumes produced 
under this alternative would shrink to 114 mil- 
lion board feet per year. But the Forest Service 
looks with disfavor on this environmentally- 
friendly plan, and prefers a management system 
that would lend a hand to the timber industry. 

Alternative E would promote large, contiguous 
blocks of late successional forest and protect 
many roadless areas. Riparian corridors would 
receive enhanced protection (no harvest zones, 
heavy equipment exclusion zones, etc.), and 
critical spotted owl nesting and foraging habitat 
would continue to receive stringent interim 
protections. As stands develop old-growth charac- 


teristics, they would be absorbed into the 
unmanaged reserve network. The Forest Service 
convened a team of scientists who concluded that 
the only alternative capable of maintaining fisher 
and marten populations is one that sets aside 
large blocks of old-growth habitat. They deemed 
Alternative E the most likely to produce more of 
the habitat favored by California spotted owls. 

The Forest Service attacks Alternative E as likely 
to promote severe, catastrophic stand-replace- 
ment fires in the Sierra Nevada. The conse- 
quences of such fires for wildlife habitat, accord- 
ing to the Forest Service, are comparable to the 
effects of vast clearcutting. Fire, in short, is the 
Forest Service's trump card. Alternative E may 
sound good, but if we create those reserves and 
leave them alone, they will just burn down, 
leaving all the sensitive critters with no homes! 

In analyzing fire risks, the Forest Service makes 
no distinction between old growth and younger, 
closed canopy forests which grow up after a 
clearcut. Yet, according to scientists, there is all the 
difference in the world. Dr. Jared Verner, fire 
ecologist, says "unlogged old-growth forest, even if 
it has what appears to be considerable surface and 
ladder fuels, will retain moisture better and be less 
fire-prone than might appear at first glance." The 
team of scientists who wrote the 1992 California 


Spotted Owl (CASPO) report which led to protec- 
tion of California spotted owl habitat noted that 
old growth stands "are less flammable under most 
conditions, because the dense canopies maintain 
higher relative humidities within the stands and 
reduce heating and drying of surface fuels by solar 
radiation and wind." 

The same scientists found that large blocks of 
old growth, such as those in parks, wilderness, 
and roadless areas, pose a relatively minor fire 
threat when the forest stands remain unmanaged: 
"A study of lightning fires and spotted owl 
territories in Yosemite National Park showed that 
owls can and do exist with extensive fires of 
varying intensities where forest structure has been 
affected relatively little by human activities." The 
supposedly catastrophic fires in Yosemite "were 
primarily low to moderate in intensity, with only 
occasional torched areas" allowing for the main- 
tenance of California spotted owl nesting and 
foraging habitat. 

In marked contrast, younger, closed canopy 
forests are much more vulnerable to fire. For 
instance, the CASPO team notes that "young trees 
of any species in the Sierra Nevada are more 
susceptible to direct mortality from fire than 
older trees ... and young trees have low crowns 
which are easily ignited by relatively low surface 
fire intensities ... Additionally, dense even-aged 
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Road Wars— Australia Sttle 


by Rebecca Lightbourne 

Tripods, treesits, lockdowns and con- 
crete installations: tactics formerly re- 
served for defending forests have re- 
cently given a new grassroots, mili- 
tant face to the Australian anti-roads 
movement. We are joining with 
grassroots planetary action tribes in 
Europe and across the planet, to kill 
the car culture. 

At the Berlin Climate Convention, 
the Australian government displayed 
its miserable lack of commitment to 
curb emission controls and tackle glo- 
bal warming. Fortunately, amongst 
the urban apathy there is a new, vi- 
brant flame opposing the car culture. 
The battle is against the construction 
of the M2 tollway in Sydney. 

Six to fourteen lanes wide, this out- 
dated concrete pollution maker will 
plough through 22 kilometers of pre- 
cious remnant urban bushland and quiet 
leafy suburbs. Abi Group, a Japanese 
consortium who hope to make millions 
by charging a toll, are building the 
tollway. Perhaps the most evil aspect of 
the contract is that it stipulates no other 
form of public transportion be allowed 
in a large feeder area for the next 45 
years. We don't want to wait 45 years for 
a train. Lawyers think it may be illegal 
even to charge a toll and form such a 
monopoly, but this has yet to be tested 
in court. 

After eight years of vigorous lobbying 
and writing to stop the freeway, local 
residents grew weary and resigned to the 
inevitable onslaught of the industrial 
machine. Despite official inquiry find- 
ings that the tollway is unjustified on 
environmental, economic and social 
grounds, those in power decided to go 
ahead with it. The result of all the careful 
submissions from activists was only cos- 
metic changes to the route of the road. It 
seemed impossible to frame the debate 
on whether we should be building an 
infrastructure for cars at all. This is be- 
cause the government department re- 
sponsible for determining whether the 


road should be built is the same depart- 
ment that depends on roadbuilding for 
its continued existence. 

In early January, the ribbon was cut 
and construction began. Nobody re- 
ally expected what happened next. 
The preconstruction report said the 
chances of direct action were low. The 
company was obviously not informed 
about the massive flowering of the 
British and European grassroots, ac- 
tion-oriented antiroads movement. 
The movement throws expansive road 
building plans into chaos and turns 
the tide of public opinion towards a 
sane understanding that more roads 
only encourage more cars. 

Nobody expected a few seasoned 
forest activists to lend their experi- 
ence on how to actually stop the 
greedy vandals. When the first trees 
began to fall, Gus and his brother Cal 
locked on. They were determined to 
defend the trees, wildlife and creeks 
they had played amongst as children. 
Brent lent his experience of tree rig- 
ging, treesitting and numerous other 
skills. Soon local residents, university 
students and an assortment of action 
ratbags joined forces to form Freeway 
Busters. Our catchcry is "We won't 
stop til they do." To date there have 
been 99 arrests, with more expected. 

As the bulldozers push toward the 
proposed tollway, we are fighting for 
the bushland tree by tree. On April 26, 
the bell tolled for Devlins Creek, a 
green gem surrounded by suburbs, 
with 30 to 40 meter high old growth 
trees, parrots, possums, endangered 
sugargliders, and frogs. This was some 
of the last unconcreted land of the 
Darug people. These aboriginal own- 
ers had a claim pending in the Land 
and Environment Court claiming the 
area is a site of aboriginal significance 
fifty to one hundred thousand years 
old. There is plenty of evidence for 
this: scarred trees dating to before the 
invasion of the British, a rock shelter 
and many stone cairns. The magis- 
trate gave archeologists two days to 


fell the sacred scarred trees so that 
they could be preserved in a museum. 
The archeological sites were destroyed 
by chainsaws and bulldozers before 
they could be fully studied. So much 
for the spirit of reconciliation between 
blacks and whites that is supposed to 
be permeating Australian political and 
social processes. 



The morning after the court reached 
its pathetic verdict, bulldozers moved 
in. They were greeted by 150 local 
residents engaged in what was for most 
their first dose of empowering eco- 
action. Dressed for a day at the office, 
they swarmed onto the construction 
site. With briefcases on their laps, they 
sat in front of the dozer chanting 
"turn it off, turn it off!" Finally the 
driver did, and police moved in to 
arrest a good portion of them. I heard 
a cop say into his radio, "there aren't 
many earth children here." Good to 
see the earth adults get motivated. 
Some of these people were parents of 
15 tree sitters perched in the old 
eucalypts further back from the front 
line. As they were dragged off to the 
police van, younger children in their 
school uniforms played the last post 
on their trumpets. Twelve-year-old 
Alana cried on national television and 
told Australia how sad she was that 
she would never be able to play at 
Devlins Creek again. 

It took two days and hundreds of 


police hours to remove all the tree 
sitters. For the first time we used 
lockboxes in trees, which slowed re- 
moval even more. It was immensely 
moving to see middle class Austra- 
lians sticking their necks out for a 
change. We earned ourselves another 
day of blanket media coverage. 

Many of those arrested have been 
charged with intimidation for denying 
a worker access to his tools or means by 
which to do his legal work, and sued by 
the road building company for 2,000 
Australian dollars. This is the first mass 
use of the intimidation charge against 
environmental defenders, but we are 
not intimidated. We will fight the 
charges tooth and nail. 

Legal challenges, the essential coun- 
terpart to direct action, are in process 
and our lawyers inform us that there is 
good reason to believe the tollway 
may yet be stopped. We may bring 
Goliath to its knees. The new State 
Premier, Bob Carr, has told the media 
that our protests are "not futile" and 
support is pouring in from many quar- 
ters. Even if we lose this one and the 
road is eventually opened, no one will 
ever try to build another tollway in 
Sydney without considering the dis- 
ruption of the Freeway Busters. 

The battle to stop the M2 is only part 
of new focused efforts to kill the car 
culture and demand livable, sustain- 
able cities. A recent Reclaim the Streets 
Festival, where 150 cyclists jammed 
the Sydney city streets for a morning, 
was just an entree to the much larger 
Critical Mass bike rally which occurs 
on the last Friday of every month. 

A Transport Action Pack is almost 
finished and a roadshow to get thq 
other Australian cities turned on is in 
the making. A video filled with clips of 
the direct action movement here will 
also be available soon. 

For more information contact 
ASEED-Australia" at 94 Liverpool St., 
Sydney, Australia 2000, phone (6) (2) 
261-3181, fax (61) (2) 264-6092, 
e-mail: cdeere@paktok.peg.apc.org 


Doesn't Look Good for the California Spotted Owl ... 


stands are susceptible to crown fire because of 
high crown density." 

The Forest Service is using the threat of fire to 
denigrate Alternative E despite the above evi- 
dence. Meanwhile, the Forest Service dramatically 
underestimates the fire risk inherent in the other 
alternatives which involve clearcutting, planta- 
tions, high-grade logging (i.e. logging of only the 
big old trees), roading, slashing, and thinning. Dr. 
Verner notes that "Plantations are notoriously fire 
sensitive, and opening up the forest tends to dry 
it out and make it more sensitive, and fire prone." 
Buttressing this view, the CASPO states: "In 
managed forests, natural fuel accumulations may 
be augmented by additional dead material added 
when timber is harvested and debris is left in the 
forest ... the overall stand will become more 
susceptible to fire at lower intensities." 

The Forest Service prefers Alternative C which 
would divide every slope into three zones, desig- 
nating timber management goals for each third of 
the slope, with the lowest third to receive mini- 
mal harvest while the upper two thirds would be 
heavily logged. Alternative C would produce 416 
million board feet a year from the Sierra. In the 
lower third, fuel break construction, fire access 
roading, and fire/insect/disease salvage would 
proceed. In the middle third, heavy selective 
logging, patch cuts, and some clearcutting would 


be used to open the forest. On the top third, 
intensive logging, clearcutting, small patch 
logging, and bulldozing would all combine to 
convert the forest into a shaded fuel break. 

Alternative C ignores the risk of fire associated 
with roadbuilding and silviculture. The impacts 
of desiccation and increased winds created by 
opened canopies are not explored either. The 
actual risks and limited effectiveness of specific 
fuels management measures are never reviewed. 

Over 85 percent of the forested land base on the 
Sierra National Forests has already been logged 
over, yet the Forest Service and the timber industry 
still want that last unprotected old-growth — most 
of which can be found in the remote, inaccessible, 
unroaded areas of Lassen, Plumas and Tahoe 
National Forests. What do we get in return? 
Biodestruction and marginal economic return. 

The economy of the Sierra Nevada no longer 
depends on timber. Timber-related jobs account 
for only one percent of total employment region- 
wide. Income from logging on the National 
Forests accounts for less than one percent of total 
county revenue. Tourism and recreation, which 
depend heavily upon healthy forest ecosystems, 
currently drive the Sierran economy. Further- 
more, sixty percent of California's drinking water 
comes from the Sierras. So why risk the ecological 
degradation that will result from all those logged 


steep slopes? The long term, economic cost- 
benefit ratio clearly argues for the ecological and 
economic sanity of Alternative E. 

To take action on this issue, write the Forest 
Service. Send letters to Janice Gauthier, EIS Team 
Leader, 2999 Fulton Avenue, Sacramento, CA 
95821. Phone (916) 979-2020 if you want to get 
your own copy of the DEIS, formally titled "Man- 
aging California Spotted Owl Habitat in the Sierra 
Nevada National Forests of California, An Ecosys- 
tem Approach." Send a copy of our comments to 
your federal representatives. Find a lawyer and 
consider suing the Forest Service over this plan. 
After watching The Wilderness Society and the 
Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund screw over wilder- 
ness the last few years, I am more convinced than 
ever that we 

kind of lawsuits ourselves, 
without relying on corpo- 
rate environmental 
organizations for help. 

Pray (and organize) 
against Congressional/ 

Presidential salvage/ 
sufficiency legisla- 
tion. That junk 
will render any of 
your comments 
moot. 
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The (Great) Bear Truth 


by Daniel Remington 



Once upon a time in a nasty kingdom far away, 
there grew a great abundance of grizzly bear 
agencies, committees, review boards, recovery 
plans, surveys and studies. The bear was wor- 
shipped as a holy fundraiser. However, not all was 
well with the bear in the kingdom. The bear was 
vanishing. All of the grizzly bear agencies, commit- 
tees, review boards, recovery experts and other 
nasty kingdom poobahs invoked the sacred "Magic 
Species Act." This "Magic Act" was supposed to 
save the Great Bear from disappearing forever. It 
failed. A great cry arose from the nasty kingdom. 

In 1975, the grizzly bear was designated as a 
"threatened" species by the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service (FWS) under the provisions of the Endan- 
gered Species Act. After the grizzly was so desig- 
nated, the FWS was mandated by law to formu- 
late a grizzly bear recovery plan. This plan was 
supposed to prevent the bear from disappearing 
in the lower 48 states and ultimately lead to the 
bear's recovery from being a "threatened" species. 
It has failed. 

Twenty years have passed since the grizzly was 
designated threatened, and no significant improve- 
ment in the bear's status in the lower 48 states has 
been seen. In fact, it has lost a large amount of its 
supposedly protected habitat to logging, mining, 
and other forms of development and the number of 
grizzly bears has steadily decreased. The Grizzly Bear 
Recovery Plan required that special recovery areas 
be set aside and managed with the needs of the 
grizzly bear as the number one priority. These 
recovery areas were, in effect, a kind of grizzly bear 
sanctuary, or at least they were supposed to be. In 
reality, the recovery areas have become no more 
than wishful thinking, expressed as lines drawn on 
some maps — the impotent fantasies of endless 
government committees. 

Can the nasty kingdom, I mean the govern- 
ment, be relied upon to protect the few bears left 
in these recovery areas? Late in 1994, the Inter- 
agency Grizzly Bear Committee met in Lakewood, 
Colorado and voted unanimously to petition the 
FWS to delist the grizzly population in the 
Yellowstone Recovery Area! After 35 years of 
research and millions of dollars spent, there is no 
concrete population estimate for the Yellowstone 
grizzly. The Yellowstone population is small and 
isolated, and the habitat conditions are much 
worse than when the grizzly was first listed in 
1975. Yet, are we supposed to believe that the 
Yellowstone population has recovered to the 
point that it can withstand the full onslaught of 
man's encroachment and be delisted? Some 
might argue that since the bulk of the 
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Yellowstone Recovery Area is situated within the 
boundaries of Yellowstone National Park, what's 
the big deal if the bear is delisted? The grizzly 
bear will still be protected within the confines of 
the park. To be perfectly blunt, that is a crock 
of shit. That argument just further dilutes the 
Endangered Species Act. First, it becomes okay 
to extirpate the grizzly in the lower 48 states 
because, after all, they are protected in 
Yellowstone, then when the grizzlies disappear 
from Yellowstone it will be okay because they 
exist in Alaska. To quote Aldo Leopold, "there 
seems to be a tacit assumption that if the griz- 
zlies survive in Canada and Alaska, that is good 
enough. It is not good enough for me. Relegating 
grizzlies to Alaska is about like relegating happi- 
ness to heaven; one may never get there." 

Since you are reading the EF! Journal you know 
that we cannot rely upon the government to 
save the grizzly. What about the 
various environmental groups? 
Can they save the griz? The 
Wilderness Society, along with a 
coalition of other groups, has 
sponsored an "Alternative 
Grizzly Bear Recovery Plan." It is 
a good plan. The plan was 
prepared by Mark Shaffer, and 
he knows that grizzly bear 
science is an iffy thing. In 
preparing the plan, the "iffy factor," of what 
constitutes a recovered population of grizzly 
bears, is taken into account. If a mistake is made 
in the Alternative Plan, it favors the bears. The "A 
Plan," as I call it, is a document that bodes well 
for the future of the grizzly. However, there is one 
problem — the sponsors of the A Plan. It is highly 
doubtful if The Wilderness Society (TWS) and the 
coalition have the wherewithal and gumption to 
forcefully back up the A Plan. In recent months, 
The Wilderness Society has dropped the ball in 
Idaho (Dropped the ball? Hell, they gave the 
damn ball away! [See "Whine and Cheese, The 
Wilderness Society Chokes in Idaho" in the last 
issue of the Journal.] It would seem at this point 
in time foolhardy to rely upon TWS to save the 
Great Bear. 

What about the other groups? The Great Bear 
Foundation seems to have its heart in the right 
place. I have been a member of this organization 
for only a few months and right now my gut 
reaction tells me they are trying to do the right 
thing (if anyone out there has any information 
about the Great Bear Foundation, good or bad, 
please send it to me). The Grizzly Project, working 
out of British Columbia, is the finest organization 
working on behalf of grizzlies. The only problem 
with the Grizzly Project is that they have their 
hands full just trying to protect grizzlies in 
Canada. There is one other group concerned with 
the grizzly, Wild Forever. This group is a collabo- 
rative effort by some of the big names in corpo- 
rate greenhood; the Sierra Club, the Audubon 
Society and the TWS are among the organizations 
that make up this group. Adam Ruben, who heads 
up this collaborative effort, is devoting a consid- 
erable amount of his time and talent towards 
providing solid information. It remains to be seen 
what sort of force Wild Forever can be on behalf 
of the grizzly in view of its sponsors. 

So, where does that leave us? More importantly, 
where does it leave the bears? Unless a concen- 
trated force of public opinion and action is 
mustered to protect the grizzlies, it most likely 
leaves them with a habitat that is shrinking 
everyday and a population that becomes smaller, 
not larger, every spring. 

So, what's the big deal about the grizzly bears 
anyway? All they do is munch on a back country 
hiker every year or so in either Glacier or 
Yellowstone National Park. If you believe as I do, 
that grizzlies should be protected at all costs 
simply because they exist, then there doesn't 
have to be a reason. But if you insist upon having 
a reason, then how's this? The grizzly is an 


"indicator species." If you see a grizzly bear in an 
ecosystem, you can be damn sure that ecosystem 
is healthy. The Great Bear indicates that all the 
various webs of relationship in a particular 
ecosystem are functioning properly. Or as John 
McPhee put it in his book, Coming Into the Coun- 
try: "The sight of the grizzly bear stirred me like 
nothing else the country could contain. What 
mattered was not so much the bear himself as 
what the bear implied. He was the predominate 
thing in that country and for him to be in it at all 
meant that there had to be more country like it in 
every direction and more of the same country all 
around that. He implied a world. He was an 
affirmation to the rest of the earth that his kind 
of place was extant." Enough said! 

What can we do to protect the Great Bear? How 
can we make sure that this awe-inspiring creature 
will continue to inhabit the lower 48 states? The 
answer is simple. We must act to save the bear 
ourselves. We do our own research, we formulate 
our own recovery plans, we howl when the bear's 
habitat is encroached upon, we fight. In a man- 
ner of speaking, some of us are already doing this. 
We support the idea of large wilderness areas, we 
protest building useless roads into roadless areas. 
We support legislation such as the Northern 
Rockies Ecosystem Protection Act. We encourage 
the idea of linking corridors between wilderness 
areas. We fight. The most important idea to 
remember is grizzlies require large amounts of 
pristine land in order to survive. We protect the 
grizzly by protecting its home, its habitat. We 
protect the grizzly by relying upon our own 
research to guide us in making decisions that 
affect the future of the bear. We must silence the 
chainsaws and block the bulldozers. We must 
fight and fight. 

When you read the current literature on the 
grizzly (and there are mountains of stuff), it 
begins to strike you that there really isn't a lot of 
concrete information on the grizzly bear. Oh sure, 
we think we know that the grizzly eats this and 
that and sleeps here and there, but only some- 
times and not always. We are sure the grizzly bear 
does this, but it's unpredictable. Mr. Jones, 
famous bear researcher, contradicts Mr. Smith, 
famous bear researcher. In fact, bear biology 
sounds a lot like human psychology (I am not a 
fan of psychology, but we won't get into that 
here). It has become evident to me that in order 
to effectively counter the arguments made by 
government researchers and other associated 
lackeys, we must conduct our own research 
relying upon the truth to be our simple, but all 
encompassing, guideline. 

Right now, as you are reading this article, there 
exists a place where ensuring a, "viable popula- 
tion of grizzly bears is a key step toward saving 
the grizzly in the lower 48 states." This place is 
the Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness Area located on 
the border of Montana and Idaho. However, there 
is a catch. No one seems to know if there are any 
grizzly bears in the Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness. 
The government doesn't know. The Wilderness 
Society doesn't know. The Sierra Club doesn't 
know. The government says, "the present grizzly 
bear population for the Bitterroot ecosystem is 
unknown." The Wilderness Society says, "It is 
unclear whether or not the grizzly bear still exists 
in the Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness Area." The 
Sierra Club says ... well, who cares what the Sierra 
Club says? The government's position on a 
"possible" Bitterroot grizzly bear population is 
somewhat surprising in light of the number of 
surveys and studies they have funded in the area. 
The government states in the Bitterroot chapter 
of the Revised Grizzly Bear Recovery Plan, "There 
is no research data on present or historical grizzly 
bear populations or habitat use in the Bitterroot 
Grizzly Bear Evaluation Area." I guess the govern- 
ment has about as much faith in its research as I 
do — not much! The various government agencies 
charged with grizzly bear recovery have no plans 
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Spirit Bear Threatened by Logging 

by the Great Bear Foundation 


Princess Royal and Swindle Islands, 
off the coast of British Columbia, are 
home to a very rare bear — the Spirit 
Bear. This rare creature is a remarkable 
white North American black bear 
which thrives in the isolation of the 
islands' lush green temperate 
rainforest. The Spirit Bear, also called 
the Kermode black bear, is believed to 
be the result of a unique gene combi- 
nation. These are not albino bears, but 
are fully pigmented. On Princess Royal 
Island approximately one in ten black 
bears is a Spirit Bear. While there are a 
few white bears on the adjacent main- 
land, the island is where their habitat 
is most suitable and their population 
most dense. Probably no more than a 
hundred Spirit Bears exist today, mak- 
ing them the rarest coloration of bears 
in the world! 

The native Tsimshian Kitasoo people 
tell the legend of Raven's guarantee to 
Moksgm'ol — the Spirit Bear. Raven, the creator, pledged that Moksgm'ol would 
always be protected to remind us of a time when the Earth's great glaciers 
covered the landscape. In reality though, these bears and their island are not 
protected at all. 

Hunting of bears is currently legal on Princess Royal Island. Black but not white 
bears can be killed. Since black bears can have white cubs, it is essential to protect 
each and every bear — black and white — in this small, isolated population of 
bears. This is necessary to insure the survival of the unique Spirit Bear. 

The greatest threat to the Spirit Bear is logging. The BC government has 
already divided the island into tracts and begun issuing permits to logging 
companies. On the northern end of the island, destructive clearcut logging has 
already begun. Logging the area will destroy the pristine old growth forest. It 
will silt the salmon streams, now rich with the spawning salmon which are the 
mainstay for not only the bears, but for the black wolves, eagles, orcas, harbor 
seals, mink and other spectacular wildlife of the area. 

The Great Bear Foundation (GBF) has moved into action in response to this 
course of destruction. GBF is working closely with the BC-based Valhalla 
Wilderness Society and the Kitasoo people to pressure BC to preserve what is left 
of Princess Royal and Swindle Islands and the surrounding mainland as the 
heart of a 750,000 acre Spirit Bear Wilderness Park. 

ESTABLISHING THE SPIRIT BEAR WILDERNESS PARK 

The Spirit Bear Wilderness Park would be North America's first sanctuary for 
black bear (Ursus americanus). The creation of this refuge would protect one of 
the continent's most fascinating animals and some of the world's finest 


remaining temperate rainforest. Thou- 
sands of plant and animal species 
depend on this ecosystem for their 
survival. Princess Royal and Swindle 
Islands would be the final link of a 
two-million acre wilderness that ex- 
tends from the Coastal Range divide 
at Tweedsmuir Provincial Park to the 
coast mountain Kitlope Valley, and 
on to the Pacific Coast at the Khutze- 
Green Inlets of the mainland and 
Princess Royal and Swindle Islands. 

The BC Provincial government is 
studying a different park proposal for 
the bear. They are considering a park 
| that is less than 1/10 of the area in- 
i' eluded in the Spirit Bear Wilderness 
=3 Park Proposal supported by GBF, Ca- 
nadian and American bear biologists, 
naturalists, conservationists, and the 
a Tsimshian Kitasoo people. The BC 
proposal would surrender 90 percent 
of the proposed sanctuary to immedi- 
ate industrial logging, mining and hunting and leave the white bears defense- 
less against dramatic loss of habitat, poaching and trophy hunting for their rare 
white coats. 

The GBF is heading a campaign to develop pressure on the BC Government to 
set aside the 750,000 acre Spirit Bear Wilderness Park. GBF is sponsoring a variety 
of grassroots efforts to heighten public awareness of the Spirit Bear and the 
Wilderness Park Proposal. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 

The most important and effective action you can take at this point is to write 
personal letters to Premier Harcourt and Elizabeth Cull, Minister of Environ- 
ment, of the BC government. Personal letters from the US and Europe are the 
most effective, much more so than a form letter. Tell them that you have 
become aware of the plight of the Spirit Bear and you support the Spirit Bear 
Wilderness Park proposal. Let them know that you are in favor of the 300,000 
hectare sanctuary (roughly one-third the size of Yellowstone National Park) to 
preserve the Kermode bear and its world-class wild ecosystem. 

Involve your friends in the Spirit Bear initiative. Help us to help the bears by 
informing your friends and family about the threats to the Spirit Bear and the 
wilderness park proposal. Encourage them to write letters to the BC government. 

Please write Premier Harcourt and Hon. Elizabeth Cull at the Parliament 
Buildings, Victoria, BC, V8V 1X4, Canada. 

For more information write the Great Bear Foundation at PO Box 1289, 
Bozeman, MT, USA, 59771-1289, phone (406) 586-5533, fax (406) 586-6103, 
e-mail: greatbears@aol.com. 



Only 100 white “spirit" bears live along the central coast of British 
Columbia. Their habitat is threatened by — you guessed it — logging. 


The (Great) Bear Truth cont 


to rectify the lack of knowledge about the Bitter- 
root Range grizzly. Tom Puchlerz, the National 
Grizzly Bear Habitat Coordinator for the Forest 
Circus explains, "There are no plans to undertake 
any further surveys (of the Bitterroot) ... although 
additional survey work would be nice ... the 
conclusion of the USFWS and other involved 
agencies is that no further surveys are needed." 

Basically, the government is declaring a popula- 
tion status survey complete when in all reality the 
job has not even been started. At any rate, there is 
most certainly an inadequate base of knowledge 
from which to judge whether or not a resident 
population of grizzly bears exists in the Selway- 
Bitterroot Wilderness Area. Such a lack of funda- 
mental information needs to be corrected before 
any governmental agency or environmental group 
makes any management plans or decisions 
which involve the Selway-Bitterroot Wilder- 
ness Area or its surrounding environs. The 
importance of definitively resolving the status 
of the Bitterroot grizzly bear cannot be over- 
stated. If we don't resolve the question of its 
status, one possible result could be the un- 
leashing of chainsaws on the surrounding 
wilderness areas. Then, if grizzlies are found to 
inhabit the area, it would be too late to effec- 
tively protect their home from further damage. 

I hope to resolve the question of the status 
of the Bitterroot Range grizzly. I have already 
begun to collect observations from various 
people who think they may have spotted 
grizzly in, or near, the wilderness area. Some 
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people might think that publicizing the presence 
of grizzly bears in the Selway-Bitterroot Wilder- 
ness Area could cause the bears harm. I disagree 
with this view. To paraphrase John Muir, "an 
unknown bear will suffer the fate of an unknown 
bear." We must know if the grizzly exists in the 
Selway-Bitterroot before we can sound the alarm 
and effectively organize for its protection. 

The Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness Area in Mon- 
tana and Idaho is part of the largest, most remote 
roadless area in the lower 48 states. Its 1.3 million 
plus acres contain rough mountain areas with 
alternating deep canyons and high barren peaks. 
Broken ridges and peaks alternate with lush, dark 
forest that's been repeatedly burned by natural 
fires. Elevations range from 1,600 feet on the 
Selway River to over 10,000 feet atop Trapper Peak. 



continued from previous page 

The Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness forms the core 
of the Bitterroot Grizzly Bear Recovery Area and it 
is one of only six places in the lower 48 where the 
Great Bear is thought to survive. Biologists have 
concluded that the Selway has good grizzly bear 
habitat. They are just not sure if it has any griz- 
zlies?!? The Bitterroot Ecosystem (BE) Grizzly Bear 
Recovery Plan states, "Currently, there is no 
research data on present or historical grizzly bear 
populations and habitat use in this area. Ongoing 
research activities should include the verification 
of grizzlies in the BE ... There is no biological 
information on grizzly populations in the BE." 

Search for the Great Bear is working to provide this 
missing information. We are planning a preliminary 
exploration of the Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness for 
signs of the Great Bear in September of 1995 with a 
major eight month search to follow in 1996. 
Search for the Great Bear, in addition to research- 
ing the current status of the grizzly in the 
Selway-Bitterroot, is working on a comprehen- 
sive history of the griz in the BE. We are also 
working to stop threats to the Great Bear by 
supporting efforts to preserve wilderness habitat 
using principles of conservation biology (includ- 
ing linking corridors for long term genetic 
exchange). 

Please join us in our efforts! You can make a 
difference. Take action for the long-term survival 
of the Great Bear. To join the Search for the Great 
Bear, or for more information please contact 
Daniel Remington at PO Box 96, Pablo, MT 
59855-0096. 





Treading Water and Losing Ground in Austin 


by Cedar and Neal 

If only it weren't for that damn EF! activist confer- 
ence, central Texas Earth Firstlers might have had a 
blissful spring of denial, lounging the day away in 
unhealthful ozone-depletion enhanced sun and 
drinking the night away in our favorite pubs. But 
since the conference, we have been infected with an 
ornery revolutionary spirit that has kept us busy 
with a long string of actions and projects. 

In the Eostar Journal, we told you about the flare 
up in our ongoing conflict with the multinational 
corporation Freeport-McMoRan that occurred im- 
mediately following the conference. Since then, we 
have continued our campaign against Freeport and 
have stayed busy on several other fronts. 

In Austin, Freeport's partially complete, 4,000- 
acre luxury housing development is polluting one 
of our most sensitive watersheds. The latest Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency figures again list 
Freeport as the nation's number one polluter of air, 
water, and land. In West Papua New Guinea, they 
are colluding with the brutal Indonesian govern- 
ment in a massive copper and gold mining project 
that is displacing the indigenous peoples and all the 
creatures that live there. 

Charade of Homes 

We were presented with an irresistible opportunity 
to confront Freeport-McMoRan's development at 
their spring marketing event, the "Parade of Homes. " 
Since Freeport can keep its Austin development alive 
only by selling a huge amount of "their property" in 
the immediate future, and since they are widely 
known in Austin as an archenemy of the environ- 
ment, they have had to resort to almost Disneyesque 
marketing. This is not exaggeration. They actually 
patterned the Parade of Homes on a Wizard of Oz 
theme, complete with streets paved with gold 
(Freeport, after all, owns the world's largest gold 
mine). The event consisted of three weekends during 
which the great unwashed could tour the luxury 
homes for the nominal fee of seven dollars. 

Freeport's flair for the dramatic inspired local 
EFIers to come up with equally absurd means of 
protest. Two themes dominated our first weekend 
of protest. The first was our "Parade of Blockheads." 
This entailed carving large foam rubber blocks into 
masks with vacuous eyes and an overall square 
appearance. Our blockheads paid their seven dollars 
and strangely enough were not questioned about 
the very large foam blocks they carried. Inside, they 
donned their heads and walked from home to home 
with the other visitors as they were followed by our 
clandestine video crew. The most amazing thing 
about the blockheads' visit was the total unwilling- 
ness of the non-EF! tour participants to acknowledge 
their existence. After this wonderful demonstration 
of an American's ability to ignore even the oddest 
twist of reality, one woman finally asked the block- 
heads what was up. The blockheads explained that 
they were a traveling theater troupe, and toured 
several more homes before security ejected them 
from the development. 

As the blockheads were sizing up their housing 
opportunities, a large contingent of EFIers was sta- 
tioned on the street adjacent to the shuttle parking 
lot. Continuing our Parade of Parody, a corps of Jim 
Bob cheerleaders performed yells like, "Jim Bob 
Moffett/A man of vision/ Pollution, Extinction/ 
Sub-div-ision! YAAAAAAY, JIM BOB!," "Subdivide 
and Conquer!," and "Kill the creek!" The cheerlead- 
ers were a gruesome, gender-confused lot, waving 
pom-poms of genuine Barton Creek algae with the 
tackiest skimpies and garish makeup. 

Although the sheer hilarity made this demo one of 
the most fun in years, we decided on a more straight- 
forward approach for the closing weekend of the 
parade. The new theme was, "If you lived here, you 
would have been protested by now," and featured 
lots of non-voluntary education by way of bullhorn. 
Never underestimate the power of a bullhorn. Most 
of the tourgoers seemed fairly disgusted by the dirty 
details of the impact of sewage effluent on the health 
of those downstream, including earaches, diarrhea, 
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and yeast infections. In spite of the endless-loop 
bullhorn presentation, many of the attendees rolled 
down their windows to take our flyers, and many 
promised they wouldn't buy homes. 

Maybe it Came from the Indonesian 
Copper Mines 

While most of us paraded around with signs and 
banners, Tim Jones and his video camera sleuthed 
around on enemy territory. Earlier this spring, Tim 
noticed something just as disturbing as an algae 
bloom in the Barton Creek tributary coming from 
one of Jim Bob's golf courses — a distinct lack of 
algae, or plant life of any kind. We immediately 
suspected that Freeport had poisoned the water to 
prevent a telltale algae bloom indicating nitrogen 
runoff from their sewage effluent-fertilized golf 
course. As our local daily said, "At that time, the 
developer was seeking regulatory concessions from 
the city and state, and an algae bloom in the creek... 


could have been politically damaging to the com- 
pany." Tim reported his findings to the city, which 
did tests to determine the cause of the algae die-off. 
Finally the local daily newspaper acquired the re- 
port, and sure enough, the city had found high 
levels of copper in a tributary to Barton creek. 
Copper salts are common ingredients in many com- 
mercial algaecides and the concentration found in 
Freeport's pond was almost four times the level that 
can harm aquatic life. Freeport, naturally, denied 
they put anything remotely copper-like in the tribu- 
tary. A "scientist" they hired said there was no algae 
kill, only "a natural discoloration." 

Salamander in Distress 

One of the victims of Freeport-McMoRan's plans 
for Barton Creek is the Barton Springs salamander, 
which has been languishing as a species proposed for 
protection under the ESA. After missing every dead- 
line in the process of listing, Bruce "Will of Jell-O" 
Babbitt himself granted a six-month extension on 
final listing, at the request of Texas Guv George 
"Shrub" Bush Jr. and Senator Kay Bailey Hutchison. 
The state of Texas, you see, had not been given the 
opportunity to come up with a plan for protecting 
the salamander. Last time we talked with the Guv's 
office, they were "reviewing the data." The legislative 
session is now mercifully over, but the salamander 
protection efforts in this recent session included 
wiping out most of Austin's attempts to control the 
impact of development on the Barton Springs water- 
sheds. While the Guv's extension ends in August, 
President Clinton signed a bill in April that instituted 
a six-month moratorium on any new listings for any 
species anywhere. This makes it impossible to get the 
salamander listed before October, if there is still an 
Endangered Species Act by then. 

With the extension came a reopening of the 
official comment period on the listing. We decided 
to make the best of it by visiting the Fish and 
Wildlife Service en masse on the last day of the 
comment period, all day long. This is how Earth 
First! works within the system, we told them. We 
were going easy on them since several FWS bureau- 
crats had been getting death threats from the local 
property rights nuts. Since it was a fairly friendly 
occupation, we were given a conference room to 
ourselves, where we perused their salamander files, 


composed letters, conducted live radio interviews, 
ordered pizza, etc. Accompanying us was a seven- 
foot algae-draped Barton Springs salamander which 
had seen better days, having spent all day at the 
Parade of Homes on the side of the road, out of 
water. 

On to Public Enemy Number Two 

Another enemy of the salamander and the aquifer 
is Gary Bradley, whose 4000-plus acre Circle C 
Ranch development straddles the Barton Springs 
Aquifer recharge zone in Slaughter Creek's water- 
shed. This development is much further along than 
Jim Bob's, thanks to Bradley's lobbying acumen. 
While one side of Bradley is a violent, woman- 
beating hothead, the other is an accomplished 
schmoozer who makes friends in high places in the 
good ol' boy way — plenty of campaign contribu- 
tions. His winsome ways have netted him: two state 
highways, two schools, sewer service, a park, soccer 
fields, a veloway (high-tech bike track), and a 
$92 million S&L bailout. Many of these subsi- 
dies were provided by the City of Austin with 
the expectation that Circle C would eventually 
be annexed into the tax base. Not content with 
having extorted millions from the taxpayers, 
Bradley just got his buddies in the legislature to 
pass a bill which exempts Circle C from Austin 
water quality ordinances, prevents annexation 
by Austin, and gives Circle C its own powers of 
annexation, taxation and pollution. 

We figured that if Bradley was going to back 
out of his end of the deal, we should present 
him a bill for goods and services rendered. So 
we went down to the Circle C sales office with 
our signs and a larger-than-life itemized bill. 
The grand total was $174.9 million dollars. As 
we attempted to present the bill to the butthead at 
the sales office, he violently ripped it from our 
hands and crumpled it up, as the local news filmed. 
This, of course, was the take for the afternoon and 
evening news, which actually did a good job of 
reporting how this bill screws Austin. It's looking 
like this is a developer's bill so outlandish and 
unconstitutional that even George W. Bush might 
consider vetoing it. Probably our most hopeful 
grounds for veto, though, is that Gary Bradley 
didn't contribute to Bush's campaign. 

Revolution 101 at Moffett Building 

With the Rendezvous coming up and none of our 
cars or checking accounts working properly, an- 
other demo — this one with serious bust potential — 
was all we needed. But we had to do it, because the 
University of Texas (UT) was preparing for construc- 
tion of the new Jim Bob Moffett building, a grad 
student and research facility for molecular "biol- 
ogy" (read: genetic engineering). Student activists 
stoked the fires on campus — not an easy chore, 
since the UT administration cannily scheduled con- 
struction for the off-season summer months. Their 
efforts were rewarded by over a hundred spunky 
protesters who clogged the road in front of the 
building site and swarmed all over the sidewalks. 
Two students were arrested for blocking the gate 
into the site, and Neal unfurled a banner from a 
balcony overlooking the site which read "Don't 
Honor Human Rights Abusers and Polluters — 
Freeport Out of UT" and then locked himself to the 
balcony. After several hours of negotiation, Neal 
unlocked himself and was released with a warning. 

Student and townie activists have resolved to 
organize weekly protests of the Moffett building. 
Our message to the University is, "Give up now, and 
save yourself some trouble." 

Analysis and Allegory 

All told, this has been a very daunting spring for 
Austin enviros. We feel like salmon meeting a dam 
on our way upstream. With the Legislature in town 
and all the anti-Earth forces hard at work, we have 
to give it all we've got just to lose the least ground. 
While most of the mainstream groups assume "duck 
and cover" positions, we fight on, guarding that 
little ember, in the hope that when the storm has 
passed, it can be rekindled into a bonfire. 



The Parody of Homes 



Fipth Tlav <Q*5» Are We Saving 

£/AKln UJW the Planet Yet? 


by Lone Wolf 

The 25th anniversary of Earth Day passed about 
as quietly as the proverbial Silent Spring. Oh, 
sure, there were the traditional fairs, bursting at 
the seams with fliers and bumper stickers, the 
Sunday supplements trying to paint a happy face 
on our chemically impaired planet, and even a 
poll of Nor'westers proving beyond all reasonable 
doubt that, yes, we do want to have our planetary 
cake and eat it too ("Jobs and Owls!"). But it 
seemed to this lonely lupine voice in the wilder- 
ness that we Amerikaners made a much bigger 
deal out of the 25th anniversary of Woodstock 
than we did out of ED XXV. 

The tragically hip might say it doesn't really 
matter, because every day is Earth Day, but it does 
matter. There is a growing malaise in the environ- 
mental movement, a sickening sense that the gig 
is up, and the general public's apathy is rising in 
direct relation to the growing environmental 
crisis. America is in denial — which should come 
as no surprise considering our level of dysfunc- 
tion — and some kind of intervention will be 
required to get us all into a twelve-step program 
to save the earth. 

For right now, though, before this tarnished 
planetary milestone recedes into the murky 
depths of our pop-culture consciousness like last 
week's recycled newspaper, all we can do is 
struggle for perspective. Let us ask ourselves and 
our favorite lobbyist this simple, sound-bite 
question: Is our environment better off now than 
it was 25 years ago? 

Let's get real. While we were busy car-pooling 
in our new and improved fuel-efficient vehicles, 
an invisible hole the size of Alaska opened up in 
the stratosphere. While we were busy switching 
from nuclear to coal power, the whole ball of 
terra firma wax started heating up, and state-sized 
chunks of the Antarctic ice shelf started disap- 
pearing. While we were busy planting trees in 
our cities, robber barons continued clear-cutting 
our forests and the World Bank barons were 
torching the world's rainforests on such a scale 
that astronauts started commenting on the 
plumes of smoke visible from outer space. Are we 
saving the atmosphere yet? 

While we were cleaning up our urban rivers and 
Great Lakes, our most pristine streams were being 
choked off by sloppy forestry practices and the 
oceans started dying. Jacques Cousteau tried to 
warn us, but the idea that we could over fish the 
ocean or pollute it to the point of breaking links 
in the food chain still seems unfathomable to 
most of us. Are we saving our waters yet? 

Twenty-five years ago we had Tricky Dick to kick 
around, and while you don't think of the old 
Millhouse as a friend of the environment, the 
truth is he created the Environmental Protection 
Agency and signed into law most of the major 
environmental laws which we have yet to imple- 
ment. Now we're giving Slick Willie the boot 
licking treatment, and although the enviros 
hoisted toasts to his election like it was the dawn- 
ing of the Age of Aquarius, it is now the morning 
after in America, and we are waking up with a 
nasty hangover wondering who this bulbous- 
nosed bozo is, and just how it was we ended up in 
bed with him and his wooden pal Pinochio. 

Twenty-five years ago there were 92 species on 
the threatened and endangered list, including the 
American bald eagle and those funny brown 
pelicans whose eggs kept turning into DDT 
omelets just the way Rachel Carson said they 
would years earlier. Today there are 1,467 species 
(give or take) threatened and endangered by 
man's activities, including all the Greater Colum- 
bia and Snake River Basin species of salmon; 
furthermore, scientists now predict that over a 
third of all species on the planet could disappear 
before our great grandchildren even draw a 
breath. Are we saving species yet? 

Even more ominously, with all the increased 


stress on the environment that comes from 5 
billion humans and two billion cars and another 
billion McDonald's hamburgers sold, there are signs 
all around us that our natural defense mechanisms 
are beginning to break down. For example, people 
tend to think of AIDS as some exotic disease of gays 
and druggies. Of course, this overlooks the fact that 
there have always been gays and dmg addicts, but 
there has never really been anything like AIDS 
before. What has this got to do with the environ- 
ment? Well, scientists knew in advance that one 
of the potential effects of increased solar radiation 
pouring in through the ozone hole was that 
biological immune-defense mechanisms would 
come under attack. Is it just coincidence then, that 
AIDS arose out of the southern hemisphere at 
about the same time as the hole opened up down 
there? Is it paranoia, intuition, or basic survival 
instinct that is telling us that something is terribly 
wrong with this big picture? 

It's like that granola gal at the Alternative Earth 
Day Fair told me when I asked her what she 
thought the most troubling environmental 


problem in the world was. She said "Plankton are 
dying off the coast of San Diego!" When I asked 
her why she saw that as the most troubling sign, 
she said, "Because it's all related!" When the 
bottom link in the food chain starts to disappear, 
it's only a matter of time. 

And now marine biologists tell us that dolphins 
off the coast of Florida are beginning to suffer 
from symptoms of acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome. I don’t even think they're monoga- 
mous! Monkeys, humans, dolphins — who's next 
in this twisted game of species roulette? 

If there is one consistent theme of the past 
three decades of environmental mismanagement, 
one bright and shining lesson to be learned, it is 
how little we really know about how things work 
on this living planet. Gaia is still a big mystery. 
The more we know, the more we realize how 
much we don't know, and by the time we do 
know, it's usually after-the-fact. By the time we 
banned DDT, it had already become ubiquitous in 
our environment, showing up in mother's milk 
and getting stored in our fatty tissue. Cancer has 
become as common as plastic in the past two 
generations, and the rates keep rising. 


Now it's 1995, and we have finally banned 
CFC's, which are known atmospheric carcino- 
gens. Problem is, they too are persistent little 
bastards, and NASA scientists tell us that we will 
be seeing their Pac-man like effects at play in the 
stratosphere for at least another 25 years. And 
AIDS is spreading like wildfire in places like Asia 
and Africa — not to mention all the other plagues, 
both old and new, that are popping up with the 
renewed vigor of locusts rising out of the Earth. 

The more I know, the more I want to howl at 
the moon. 

Okay, then, summing up: After 25 Earth Days 
we have "progressed" from Watergate to 
Whitewater, Nixon to Newt, DDT to CFC, reuse 
to wise use, atmospheric pollution to strato- 
spheric pollution; from ecology to "the economy 
stupid," cancer to AIDS, pelicans to spotted owls 
and from disappearing eagles to practically 
extinct salmon. Twenty-five years ago we 
marched in the streets and turned our campuses 
into battlegrounds to end an unconscionable war 
we could not win. We all learned the meaning of 
the word "quagmire." Now we 
are mired in another uncon- 
scionable war we cannot win, 
a war being fought with 
chemical weapons on a global 
scale. 

And we have fairs. 

We, who continue to exist 
on an island of luxury in a 
great sea of misery, devouring 
40 percent of the world's 
resources and burning more 
fossil fuels than anyone else. 
And creating more new 
chemicals! We, who recycle 
our bottles, cans and newspa- 
pers as if that's the handily 
packaged solution to our , 
environmental problems, and 
maybe even send money off to 
our megalithic conservation 
groups in Washington, DC, so 
they can work out compro- 
mises with Republocrats who 
aren't even capable of solving 
this morning's crossword 
puzzle, let alone the "environ- 
mental problem." We citizens 
of America — the only devel- 
oped country in the world 
that still refuses to ratify the 
international treaty on 
biodiversity. The American 
Dream is quickly becoming 
the world's worst nightmare. 
We must wake up. 

In man's war against nature, Gaia holds all the 
cards. And since, technically speaking, humans 
are a part of nature, we are really at war with 
ourselves. Planetary ills are nothing more than 
symptoms of our own disease — the dis-ease of our 
spirit. As the first real tree-hugging environmen- 
talist Henry David Thoreau once said, "There are 
a thousand hacking at the branches of evil to one 
who is striking at the root." 

There was a time when we worshipped the 
planet — before the inquisitions of the patriarch, 
and the torture of nature. Before manifest des- 
tiny became suicidally exposed. It is time to give 
up the ghost of the American Dream, and wake 
up to our natural destiny. It is time to return not 
to the cave, but to our pagan roots, and the 
Native American Dream of walking softly on the 
planet. It is time to resurrect the Goddess. 

Let us choose not to make too much of a 
prophet out of Thoreau, who also said this: "Not 
till we are lost, in other words, not till we have 
lost the world, do we begin to find ourselves." 

Editor's note: This article was submitted by Lone Wolf, 
not to be confused with columnist fesse "Wolf" Hardin. 
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Senate Bill Threatens Wetlands 
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You already know that Alaska contains 
almost 70 percent of America's remaining 
wetlands, fragile ecosystems that provide 
critical feeding and rearing habitat for five 
species of Pacific salmon and millions of 
shorebirds and waterfowl. You also already 
know that Alaska, which has one of the 
nation's most lenient regulatory programs, 
does not need an exemption from federal 
wetlands protection. What you may not 
know is that Senate Bill 851 (S851) opens all 
of Alaska's wetlands — 175 million acres — to 
unbridled destruction and development. 
(S851 proposes to rewrite Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act for all of the US.) 

Three years ago, President Bush proposed 
the infamous "One Percent Alaska Wetlands 
Exemption" to remove federal protection 
from millions of acres of Alaska's wetlands. 
That exemption was withdrawn after 
overwhelming opposition by the American 
public. Now, however, Congress wants to 
go even further and is poised to exempt all 
of Alaska's wetlands from protection. 


HR961, the House counterpart to S851, has 
already passed the House. If S851 becomes 
law, it will affect not only Alaska wetlands, 
but wetlands throughout the entire United 
States. S851 was drafted by polluters for 
polluters and is being rammed through 
Congress with a deaf ear to the concerns of 
citizens across America who care deeply 
about wetlands and clean water. 

The Senate will soon vote on S851, a bill 
that would effectively give the powerful oil, 
gas, mining, and timber industries virtually 
unfettered access to all of Alaska’s wetlands. 
The impacts on Alaska's 175 million acres of 
wetlands, and the jobs, fish and wildlife 
those wetlands support, would be calami- 
tous. S851 must be stopped and the Senate 
informed that the bill is unacceptable to the 
American public. 

Using voodoo science, S85 1 defines and 
then deregulates Alaska's wetlands out of 
existence. By carving out loophole after 
gaping loophole, it ensures that polluters, 
developers and industry are never again 


hampered by the Clean Water Act. S851 
shamelessly proposes to use our tax dollars 
to pay off corporate landowners for com- 
plying with laws that protect them and the 
welfare of their community. In a single 
stroke, S851 turns back the clock on 20 
years of environmental protection. S851 is 
an insult to anyone who cares about 
wetlands, and the health and safety of 
communities, families, and friends. 

Please!! Take a moment now and E-mail, 
fax, phone and write your Senator express- 
ing your strong and unequivocal opposition 
to S851. Insist that the bill is unworkable, 
unacceptable, and must be rejected. De- 
mand protection for wetlands. Contact 
your Senator at US Senate, Washington, DC 
20515, (202) 224-3121. Please send a copy 
Of your letter to Senator John Chafee, US 
Senate, Washington, DC 20510. For more 
information contact Alaska Natural Re- 
source Center, 750 W. Second Ave., Suite 
200, Anchorage, AK 99501, phone (907) 
258-4800. 


FOREST SERVICE VIOLATES CRANITE MOUNTAIN 


by Julia Roll 

Yet another example of the US Forest Service's push for develop- 
ment at the expense of wilderness and in opposition to the commu- 
nity is the Granite Basin Recreation Development, a massive camp- 
ground being built adjacent to the Granite Mountain Wilderness 
Area outside of Prescott, Arizona. After five years of hard work by 
activists, two rounds of appeals, overwhelming shows of support for 
the mountain at public meetings by people from all ages, economic 
classes, and political affiliations, the Forest Service is pushing ahead 
with development. Although the Forest Service has reduced the 
number of camp sites from 150 to 71, 
this is still outrageous. To make matters 
worse, the project caters to recreational 
vehicles, providing them with electric- 
ity and a place to dump their sewage. 

Problems with this project include: 
adverse impacts on the Granite Moun- 
tain Wilderness from the tremendous 
increase in people drawn to its main 
entrance; increased overcrowding in 
Granite Basin; increased erosion in a 
watershed highly prone to erosion, fail- 
ure to consider alternative locations for 
the development; failure to consider pos- 
sible adverse interactions between people 
and area mountain lions; the choice of a 
for-profit concessionaire to manage the 
campgrounds; and lack of meaningful 
consideration of public input. 



Community members were so outraged by the Granite Basin 
Recreation Development that they wrote an unprecedented 41 ap- 
peals to the decision. The Forest Service regional office rejected all 
points in the appeals. When the citizens appealed to Jack Ward 
Thomas, the Chief of the Forest Service, he made the unusual decision 
to review the case, but he only decided to cut the number of camp sites 
to 71. 

The Forest Service cites studies showing the increasing population 
of Arizona, the increasing demand for camping, and the damage 
caused by dispersed camping. Although these problems need to be 

addressed, massive development at 
Granite Basin is not the solution. Write 
the regional Forest Service. Express all 
your concerns. If they refer you to the 
Prescott National Forest, insist that the 
Prescott NF has not listened to con- 
cerns and campground construction 
has begun without consideration of 
public opinion. Write to John 
Kirkpatrick, US Forest Service, Albu- 
querque, NM 87102, phone (505) 842- 
3303. Tell Arizona Representative Bob 
Stump to cut appropriations for Gran- 
ite Basin Recreation Development. 
Contact Rep. Stump at 211 Cannon, 
Washington, DC 20515, (202) 225- 
4576. Get involved with Granite Moun- 
tain Action, PO Box 1463, Prescott, AZ 
86302, (520) 717-1914. 


Mass EF! Defends Right Whales 




by Piping Plover 

In Massachusetts, the North Atlantic 
right whale sits high on the list of keystone 
endangered beings. Winter habitat for all 
350 of these whales is Massachusetts and 
Cape Cod Bays by the Stellwagon Bank. 

The whales won't be laughing all the way 
to the bank if Boston's town fathers have 
their way and complete the biggest plumb- 
ing project this side of the Rio Grande. 

Talk about a load o' shit, the outfall pipe, 
part of the Boston Harbor Clean-up 
Project, is slated to carry between 500 
million and 1.3 billion gallons of only 
partially treated human sewage and toxic 
industrial waste from Boston and 43 
communities into Massachusetts Bay on a 
daily basis. In their eternal wisdom, city 
fathers and their mindless minions plan to 
dump this waste 16 miles from Stellwagon 
Bank and 37 miles from Cape Cod. Prevail- 
ing currents will sweep their shit along the 
south shore into and around Cape Cod 
Bay. Have a nice vacation at the beach, 


guys! Oh, that this was the only outcome, 
but naturally humanity once again shits on 
their fellow beings. The discharge will flow 
into the Cape Cod Bay Ocean Sanctuary 
and disturb the right whales, sea turtles 
and the already dwindling populations of 
other ocean dwellers. 

One might think the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) would be ap- 
palled, no? I mean those 350 whales are 
endangered! But no, the Democratic Party 
machine is rolling out of control in Massa- 
chusetts and the EPA is on board watching 
the pedestrians fall by the wayside. 

It was with this in mind that Mass EF! 
paid a visit to the EPA on May 30, but 
damned if we weren't so excited about 
being in the presence of such illustrious 
officialdom that we didn't all have to go to 
the bathroom. By the time we got out of all 
eight bathrooms, our enthusiasm must have 
dwindled, because we left the building and 
went for ice cream. 

EPA employees, however, got the mes- 
sage when they went into the stalls to take 


a dump. The signs pasted to the walls said: 
"You're about to shit on the endangered 
North Atlantic right whale." These were 
matched by ones at the urinals, where the 
hard-to-remove stickers said: "You are 
about to piss on the endangered North 
Atlantic right whale." 

Meanwhile, back at the office, a "Death 
Certificate" was spewing out of the fax 
machines: "Name of Decedent: North 
American right whale; death caused by: 
The outfall pipe; Signed by: EPA; etc." OK, 
OK, so it was a childish prank. We just 
couldn't resist. Next time we'll join forces 
with Greenpeace and the local Native 
people (whose ancient burials on Deer 
Island are being trashed for this bogus 
project) and have a big press conference or 
demo. We'll try to behave ourselves ... 
well, we'll see. 

Protest the dumping by contacting John 
DeVillars, Regional Director of the EPA, 
phone (617) 565-3420, fax (617) 565-4949. 
Contact Mass EF! for future actions at 
(617) 565-3420. 
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T-BAGS BURN AT THE CAPITOL 


by Steve Taylor 

The Times Beach Action Group (T-BAG) continues its campaign to stop 
the construction of the Times Beach dioxin incinerator. 

The latest protest came five days after the Missouri Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR) issued a permit allowing the incinerator to be built. 

One day prior to the protest, the office of Missouri Governor Mel 
Carnahan called T-BAG requesting that we cancel plans to protest the next 
day. The Governor's office offered to meet with us if we put down our 
placards. We informed them that we were not going to stand down, and the 
rally went off beautifully. 

Protesters assembled at the proposed incinerator site clad in white chemi- 
cal protection suits and carrying an "OUST MEL" banner. We burned copies 
of the state permit to construct the incinerator as law enforcement looked 
on and the county police helicopter circled overhead. As usual, no officials 
were willing to meet with us at the site. Then we caravaned over 100 miles, 
media in tow, to the capitol, where we held our government responsible for 
bending to the threats of Syntex and the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA). Taking positions on the steps of the capitol, we continued interviews. 
Capitol police informed us that we were under close scrutiny because we 
were known to "employ sit-ins and other noisy tactics." 

Representatives met with the Governor's staff, the head of the DNR, and a 
representative from the Department of Health. We demanded that the project 
be canceled. They stated they were not happy that we had adopted tactics 
such as burning the Governor in effigy. We demanded that the project be 
canceled. They replied that we were unreasonable, that we should quit being 
"dark and adversarial," and that the governor did not deserve this sort of 
treatment. We demanded that the project be canceled and stated that if it was 
not canceled, we would accelerate our tactics of noisy protest and civil disobe- 
dience and discredit the Governor as much as possible. The head of the DNR 
added that he was "sick and tired" of our crap and threatened to pull the 
agency out of the project leaving us with a poorly monitored incinerator. 

Times Beach, now a ghost town, has been central in the heated debate 
over both the toxicity and dangers of dioxin incineration. Times Beach was 
evacuated in 1982 because it and 26 other sites in Missouri were sprayed 
with dioxin-tainted oil in the early seventies. The EPA and Syntex Inc., the 
company liable for the cleanup, plan to burn over 100,000 cubic yards of 
the dioxin-laden soil at Times Beach. 



The EPA has issued a 
report declaring incinera- 
tion second only to pulp 
and paper mills as a 
source of dioxin contami- 
nation . Last year, an EPA 
scientist leaked a draft 
reassessment on the 
toxicity of dioxin. The 
public at that time 
learned that dioxin, once 
heralded by the EPA as 
the most carcinogenic 
substance known, was 
even more toxic than 
previously thought. 

During the last several 
years, the Times Beach 
Action Group, along with 
other area groups, has 
been successful in coun- 
tering government and 
corporate propaganda 
regarding the so-called 
harmlessness of dioxin 
and incineration. The St. 

Louis Post Dispatch , 

which receives a third of its paper from the notorious pulp and paper outfit 
Diashawa, has been cited several times by the National Journalism Review for 
its biased coverage of the dioxin issue. 

Since April 18th, activists have been threatened with Strategic Lawsuits 
Against Public Participation (SLAPP) suits and tensions are running high. 

On July 27, T-BAG, along with activists from Arkansas and Illinois faced 
with similar incinerators, will converge on the Times Beach incinerator site 
and make good on its promise to shut it down. For information call Steve 
Taylor at (314) 391-5715. 



'Victory for the 
Kelt 'Woods 


Citizens, environmental groups and civic associations are celebrating a 
decision on April 21 by Judge E. Allen Shepherd of the Prince George's 
County Circuit Court rejecting the Comprehensive Design Plan (CDP) for 
development of the Seton Belt Home Farm. The decision is a setback to the 
plan to put 649 houses on environmentally sensitive property which is the 
only old growth on the mid-Atlantic coastal plain. Belt Woods is located 20 
miles east of the White House near Bowie, Maryland in an area threatened 
by urban encroachment. (See the Mabon, 1994, issue of the EF!J for more 
information.) 

The Seton Belt Home Farm is a 515-acre tract of forest and farmland held 
in trust by Mercantile Bank in Baltimore for the Episcopal Diocese of Wash- 
ington and St. Barnabas' Episcopal Church of Leeland. The Belt Woods has 
the highest density of nesting migratory songbirds anywhere in North 
America and is well-known to local naturalists for its unique habitat charac- 
teristics. 

The CDP had been approved by the District Council in June 1994 and was 
immediately appealed. The appeal, argued by land-use attorney, Tom 
Dernoga, was based on the fact that 13.7 acres of existing forest were to be 
cut and adjacent fields set aside for regrowth or replanting. Judge 
Shepherd's decision makes a clear distinction between preserving existing 
forest, as required by zoning conditions placed on the Belt property, and 
conserving forests which can include replanting. "Cutting mature trees and 
replacing them with saplings just does not qualify," said Dernoga. 

Write to the Right Reverend Ronald Haines, Episcopal Church House, Mt. 
St. Alban, Washington, DC 20016, phone (202) 537-6550. And since Belt 
Woods is an area of national and international significance, please send 
copies to the Presiding Bishop: The Right Reverend Edmund Browning, 815 
Second Avenue, New York, NY 10017. 

To get involved, contact the Coalition to Save Belt Woods at PO Box 1023, 
Bowie, MD 20715 and Anacostia/Rock Creek EF!, PO Box 5625, Takoma 
Park, MD 20913, phone (301) 270-0857. 





by Matt Peters 

The US Forest Service sprayed 
55,444 acres of the Allegheny 
National Forest in Pennsylvania 
with the insecticide "B.t." in order 
to kill forest tent caterpillars on May 
15. One little flaw with the project, 
however, was the Forest Service 
never solicited public comments or 
input as required by the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 
The Forest Service claimed that since 
they approved a similar project in 
1994, respraying was justified. The 
1994 spray projects, however, were 
for a different species of caterpillars 
and in completely different 
areas of the forest. No site- 
specific documentation 
was done as required 
by NEPA. 

The Allegheny 
Defense Project 
(ADP) drafted an 
appeal to stop 
the spraying on 
May 11. A legal 
complaint and 
motion for an 
immediate Tem- 
porary Restraining 
Order were drafted and filed simul- 
taneously. ADP's inexperience in 
legal procedures was a major factor 
in not getting the restraining order 
which would have stopped the 
spraying. In their eagerness to stay 
out of court, however, the Forest 



Service agreed to all the points in 
the lawsuit. Although the suit did 
not stop this year's spraying, ADP 
was successful in ensuring that 
NEPA will be complied with in all 
future spray projects. 

B.t. is a bacteria deadly to all types 
of caterpillars, which means no 
butterflies in the Alleghenies this 
year. To birds that depend on the 
caterpillars for food, the sudden 
disappearance of this essential part 
of their diet in the middle of their 
nesting season means a high mortal- 
ity for our feathered friends. Rachel 
Carson's Silent Spring predicted the 
region-wide decline of 
songbirds as a result 
of pesticide use 
over 30 years ago. 
It seems that the 
Forest Service 
has either not 
read the book, 
or they missed 
its point. 
Songbirds are 
in decline all 
over, and in the 
Allegheny National 
Forest, the cerulean 
warbler is easily a candidate for 
status as a state-listed endangered 
species. 

If you would like to support the 
Allegheny Defense Project's work, 
write to ADP, PO Box 81011, Pitts- 
burgh, PA 15217. 
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by Marty Bergoffen 

The Endangered Species Act (ESA) has been touted 
as one of the strongest attempts to protect the 
environment, sometimes called "the pit bull of 
environmental laws." Unfortunately, it has actually 
failed to fulfill its stated purpose: to protect the 
ecosystems upon which endangered species de- 
pend. This is caused by a number of factors, which 
upon examination suggest that major changes in 
biodiversity protection are warranted. This article 
looks at some of the problems with the current ESA, 
and proposes solutions that may overcome these 
problems. 

The first problem with the ESA is that it focuses on 
species, which is only one of at least four levels of 
biodiversity, according to our current understand- 
ing. Preventing the loss of genetic diversity exclu- 
sively at the species level is a shortsighted goal. 
Ignoring or de-emphasizing diversity at the indi- 
vidual, ecosystem, and bioregional levels allows the 
continued erosion of biodiversity, and must be 
countered by significant efforts on all spatial scales 
from the microscopic to the global. 

Diversity at the genetic or individual level is 
measured by how much individuals differ within 
the same species, like different strains of wheat. 
This level is protected under the ESA only occasion- 
ally, due to procedural roadblocks. For example, 
while dozens of salmon stocks have gone extinct in 
the Northwest, only a few have been listed. Simi- 
larly, lack of protection on this level would have 
permitted the Bald Eagle — our nation's symbol — to 
go extinct in the lower 48 states, given the burgeon- 
ing population in Alaska; luckily, this was averted. 
A more proactive protection scheme would exam- 
ine the interactions between individuals and their 
ecosystem, and determine whether the continued 
viability of the land requires such links. 

At the species level, diversity is manifested as the 
multitude of species interacting to make up an 
ecosystem, including plants, microscopic organ- 
isms, vertebrates and invertebrates. This level is 
supposedly completely protected by the ESA, but 
there are only about 800 species listed and over 3000 
awaiting listing, which at current rates will take 
decades to list. Obviously, tremendous effort must 
be made in this area to prevent disastrous conse- 
quences to future generations. 

The ecosystem level of diversity is seen in the vast 
array of ecosystems which make up a bioregion. For 
example, the low-altitude old growth forests of the 
Oregon coast are vastly different from the inland 
forests only a few miles away, due to different soils, 
rainfall, and other factors. The ESA claims the pur- 
pose of protecting ecosystems, but has failed to do 
so because of pressure from economic and develop- 
ment forces. Such economic forces must give way to 
other concerns, such as health and quality of life for 
all beings. 

The bioregional level of diversity manifests itself in 
widely different ways, from deserts to rainforests to 
tundra. Such expansive landscapes have only re- 
cently been linked together biologically, and protec- 
tive efforts are almost nil. However, protections at 
this level will have the advantage of protecting the 
smaller levels by incorporating local concerns into 
regional planning efforts, as well as the reverse of 
considering the effects of local actions on a bioregion . 

A more complete program will recognize and 
protect all levels of diversity, in a way that includes 
populations, species, ecosystems, and bioregions 
that are endangered but lack full understanding, 
rather than excludes protection for them pending 
further study. In too many cases, species have been 
studied into extinction, to the detriment of all life. 

Similar to these spatial problems is the problem of 
time scales. Currently, conservation efforts may 
only look a few years into the future, as salmon 
plans do, or even up to a century, as spotted owl 
schemes currently call for. However, most species 
have been on earth for millions of years. Planning 
efforts must allow for the proper time scales for 
evolutionary forces to ensure continued viability 
for all species, ecosystems, and other entities over 
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their proper lifetime. Planning that only examines 
the lifespan of the action project, or until the next 
rotation, is shortsighted and must be overcome. 

One of the more problematic areas in biodiversity 
protection is the lack of empirical information on 
species, ecosystems, and the interactions that drive 
evolution. For example, we don't even know within 
a factor of ten how many species there are, let alone 
what species are where. Last year, Secretary of the 
Interior Bruce Babbitt started to alleviate this condi- 
tion by creating the National Biological Survey 
(NBS) from existing programs within the Interior 
Department. Unfortunately, it seems Congress would 
rather ignore a problem than gather information to 
assist in alleviating it, and has proposed to eliminate 
all funding for the NBS. It is interesting that Con- 
gress has continued to funnel billions into the effort 
to map the human genome, which is only one 
strand of DNA in a vast web of life throughout the 
world. This dichotomy is akin to memorizing one 
book, while simultaneously burning the rest of the 
library. 


This situation must not continue. The NBS must be 
affirmed, with a mission to catalogue, investigate, 
and understand the biological, ecological, and evolu- 
tionary systems throughout the world. Full funding 
must be appropriated, and the best scientific minds 
from the US and beyond should be sought. 

Another problem with ESA implementation has 
been the abuse of loopholes by action agencies and 
even listing agencies. There are a plethora of ways a 
listing agency can deny listed status to a species, 
such as lack of information. Further, the agency 
may decide that a species that warrants listing is 
precluded from protection by other conservation 
efforts. It may also list an endangered species as 
merely threatened, as happened with Snake River 
Fall Chinook in 1990. 

There are also three difficult problems with recov- 
ery planning efforts. First, many species have no 
recovery plans; only 61 percent of species have 
developed plans. Second, the plans often fail to 
actually recover species; 60 percent of them set 
recovery levels below scientifically credible limits. 
Finally, recovery plans have no force of law, but are 
considered mere guidance documents by action 
agencies, which often fail to incorporate recovery 
plan goals into their documents. 

Perhaps the most damning loophole is the fact 
that while critical habitat supposedly must be des- 
ignated concurrently with species listing, or at least 
within a year of such listing action, such designa- 
tions are almost never actually undertaken. For 
example, in 1986, only four of 45 listing decisions 
included critical habitat designations. This flies in 
the face of evidence indicating that habitat loss is 
the primary reason for species endangerment and 
extinction. These are only a few of the many ways 
that government agencies avoid their responsibility 
to protect biodiversity. 

Eliminating these loopholes will be a daunting 
task, but must be undertaken. First and foremost, 
any new effort must include an absolute ban on 
adverse modification of habitat. This will include 
commercial activities such as logging, mining, and 


subdividing for human residences, but additional 
activities may also require prohibition, such as 
hunting, hiking, or other endeavors. Further, agen- 
cies must have the ability to enforce recovery plans. 
Efforts must also be made to eliminate the backlog of 
species awaiting listing. These efforts will require a 
great deal of cooperation between various govern- 
ment agencies, as well as the private sector. However, 
any progress made in these areas will undoubtedly 
provide munificent benefits to future generations. 

One of the reasons the ESA has failed to protect 
species is that enforcement efforts have not been 
serious enough to actually deter violations. This is 
in part due to a lack of effort in the field, coupled 
with minimal sanctions. This has in effect created a 
random permitting scheme, with only a few viola- 
tors paying for the actions of many. An example of 
this is seen in the case of turtle excluder devices, 
which prevent endangered sea turtles from drown- 
ing in shrimp nets in the Gulf of Mexico. While the 
National Marine Fisheries Service has issued numer- 
ous citations, it has admitted severe difficulty in 
collecting associated fines, and dead sea turtles 
continue to wash up on Gulf beaches. 

Two other problems with enforcement are re- 
lated to the citizen suit provision of the ESA. First, 
the requirement that citizen suits be preceded by 
a written 60-day notice has led many action 
agencies to issue decision documents and rush 
implementation through before suits can be ini- 
tiated. On Mt. Graham, the Forest Service ap- 
proved a site change for a proposed telescope in 
protected Mt. Graham Red Squirrel habitat; tim- 
ber cutting began the next day. Without the 
added protection of emergency injunctions, such 
practices are bound to become more common. 

Second, the Supreme Court has severely limited 
standing for citizen suits, in Defenders of Wildlife 
v. Lujan. This case involved the protection of 
listed species overseas and held that scientists 
studying endangered species lacked standing. The 
court predicated its holding on the fact that the 
scientists could not prove injury in fact, given 
their indefinite plans to observe such species in the 
future. If specialists striving to preserve biodiversity 
have no standing in court, such efforts are doomed. 
One dissenting Jystice called the Defenders decision 
"a slash and burn expedition through the law of 
environmental standing." The rights of citizens to use 
all methods to protect their environment, including 
litigation, must be guaranteed in new legislation. 

One way to improve enforcement efforts might 
include diversifying the remedies for violations. 
Currently, civil fines are available, as well as injunc- 
tions to prevent future violations, and criminal 
fines and jail terms, although the last has been used 
rarely if at all. These remedies require varying levels 
of proof, as well as varying culpability and states of 
mind, but without more serious penalties, a de facto 
licensing scheme is established. 

One way to overcome this difficulty is to increase 
criminal sanctions for particularly egregious viola- 
tions, including holding corporate officers liable for 
actions taken under their supervision. For example, 
the Pacific Lumber Company (Palco) was recently 
found to be intentionally violating the ESA with 
respect to the marbled murrelet, resulting in both 
harm and harassment. A company as large as Palco 
will have no problem paying the associated fines, 
given the large profit they derived frorp logging the 
murrelet's old-growth redwood habitat. But jail 
terms for those responsible would have a significant 
deterrent effect for future violators, both in north- 
ern California and elsewhere. 

Another remedial method to deter such economi- 
cally viable violations is the use of restitution. This 
would require that profits accruing from violations 
be confiscated and awarded to the victim of the 
violation. A little legal creativity would allow the 
creation of a constructive trust for the benefit of 
either the specific species affected, or more general 
protection efforts for all entities. By eliminating the 
profit motive from such intentional violations, an 

continued on next page 





LawsuitSeeksCactus Wren Protection 




by David Hogan 

The Southwest Center for Biological Diversity filed notice of 
intent to sue the US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) over its failure 
to propose the coastal cactus wren for listing as an endangered 
species on May 18. The Center alleges the FWS's September 2, 

1994 finding that the "Pacific coast population of the cactus 
wren is not a listable entity" is not based on the "best 
scientific or commercial information available" as 
the Endangered Species Act requires. 

The coastal cactus wren (Campy lorhynchus 
brunneicapillus couesi) is a robin-sized bird 
(aren't they all?) which feeds on insects and 
cactus fruits. It is entirely dependent on the 
presence of prickly pear or cholla cactus 
patches in coastal sage scrub habitats. Its call 
sounds like a deep-voiced, oft-repeated, 
throaty chuckle. Cactus wrens are the slack- 
ers of the coastal sage scrub; they are known to _ 
sleep well into daylight hours in their enclosed, ^ 
darkened, nest-huts. Due to restrictive habitat re- ^ 
quirements, the coastal cactus wren is much more sensi- 
tive to disturbance than the California gnatcatcher, which 
often occupies nearby coastal sage scrub habitats. The FWS stated 
in its status review for the coastal cactus wren that "fewer than 2,600 pairs 
are estimated to remain throughout its range..." Since the issuance of the 
status review, several hundred pairs of coastal cactus wrens have been lost 
to brush fires, and dozens more have been displaced by developments and 
"weed abatement" activities. 

The Endangered Species Act defines the term "species" to include full 
species, subspecies and distinct populations of vertebrate species. The FWS 
considers a population of a species, or one or more subspecies, to be "discrete" 
when: (1) The population is "markedly separated from other populations of 
the same taxon as a consequence of physical, physiological, ecological, or 
behavioral factors," and (2) "It is delimited by international governmental 
boundaries...." For a discrete population to be considered for protection, it 
must also be biologically or ecologically "significant." The coastal southern 
California and northern Baja California Norte population of the cactus wren 
meets all of these requirements. 




The Endangered Species Act requires the 
FWS to issue a rule proposing a species for 
listing, or indicating listing is "not war- 
ranted," within one year of the receipt of a 
petition. No such rule was issued for the 
cactus wren until a lawsuit was filed by the 
Southwest Center for Biological Diversity and 
the Sierra Club in November 1993 . The lawsuit 
resulted in a settlement with the FWS, which 
then agreed to issue the 1-year finding by Sep- 
tember, 1994. In the finding, the FWS deter- 
mined that the "Pacific coast population of the 
cactus wren is not a listable entity" due to the fact 
that (1) coastal cactus wrens look and act the same as 
interior wrens, (2) coastal cactus wrens are not geographi- 
cally separate from interior cactus wrens, and (3) coastal 
cactus wrens occupy the same habitats as interior wrens. 
Documents obtained from the FWS through the Freedom 
of Information Act indicate otherwise. All documents 
except one indicate that (1) coastal cactus wrens look and 
act differently from interior wrens, (2) coastal cactus 
wrens are geographically separated from interior cactus 
wrens, and (3) coastal cactus wrens occupy different habitats 
than interior wrens. According to all documents, scientists are 
unified in the opinion that the "species" deserves protection. The one reference 
held up by the FWS to support their position is not a scientific document, and 
merely misinterprets another document in the FWS's possession. 

The political pressure on the FWS not to list the coastal cactus wren has been 
intense. Southern California developers have continuously lobbied the Port- 
land Regional Office of the FWS against listing the coastal cactus wren. 
Apparently, their pleas fell on friendly ears. Major development projects that 
could be slowed or stopped by listing the cactus wren include the Otay Ranch 
in San Diego County, the Foothill Tollroad and East Orange projects in Orange 
County, and a housing development on the Palos Verdes Peninsula in Los 
Angeles County. For more information, please contact the Southwest Center 
for Biological Diversity at swcbd@igc.apc.org, PO Box 742, Silver City, NM 
88062, (505) 538-0961. 

Dave Hogan is an ecologist at the Southwest Center for Biological Diversity. He 
has a cool toque. 


TH6 TiRK AND THC OFF1CG 



by Patrick Mitchell 

On May 15, three dozen endangered species con- 
gregated at the US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 
Field Office in Carlsbad, California to take control 
of the agency charged with their protection. Kanga- 
roo rats, a saguaro cactus, a Delhi Sands flower 
loving fly and Pacific pocket mice were among the 
species joined by one of God's chief messengers, 
and perhaps the most famous savior of species in 
history, Noah, who transported the plants and 
animals to the FWS office in his ark. 

The morning began as two Earth First! activists 
scaled the office building (thanks to a local forklift 
driver) to hang a banner reading "SPECIES NEEDS 
NOT INDUSTRY GREED." Shortly afterward, a big- 
ger than life Bruce Babbit showed up to assure the 
critters that everything was under control. "It's a 
win-win situation, there is plenty of room for all of 
us, developers and rats" declared the ten-foot high 
Secretary of Interior. "You don't understand the 


pressure we're under here," Babbitt con- 
tinued. Noah shouted back, "Talk about 
pressure, I've got the Roman Catholic 
church to deal with." 

Moments later a cougar arrived to 
present the field office with a habitat 
conservation plan designed to protect 
honest field biologists and eliminate the 
invasive bureaucrat. The cougar explained 
that the corridor to the restroom had to 
be developed, and, unfortunately only 
the conference room and a few of the 
offices would be preserved. The decisions 
were difficult, but the finest consultants 
money could buy were used to create the plan, the 
cougar assured Field Supervisor Gail Kobetich. 

The flower loving fly then proceeded to point out 
the myriad problems endangered species have with 
the FWS and assured all present that they would 
return if the problems were not corrected. Fish and 
Wildlife Service representatives admitted that many 


Endangered species with Noah and the Ark. Hey, isn't that Barney? 

of their responsibilities often went unfinished but 
assured the species present that it was a result of a 
lack of funding, and that staffs were overworked 
and underpaid. 

Patrick Mitchell is sick of seeing his native Orange 
County destroyed by greedheads. 


Making the ESA Work 


appreciable deterrence level may be 
accomplished. 

Another perspective on enforcement 
is the opposite of deterrence: providing 
substantial benefits to private entities 
that protect biodiversity is certainly an 
option. This could come in the form of 
tax breaks for those who forgo develop- 
ment, or alternative dispute resolution 
methods for potential violators. Such 
efforts have already met with great suc- 
cess in isolated circumstances. 

Finally, the biggest problem facing 
biodiversity protection efforts has been 
erratic, and sometimes nonexistent, 


continued from the previous page 

funding. As the political winds have 
changed over the last 25 years, fund- 
ing has expanded and deflated like a 
balloon, often leaving many species 
and their habitat without any protec- 
tion. Attempts to overcome this situa- 
tion may be as short lived as the cur- 
rent Congressional session. 

A method is needed that helps shield 
funding from political considerations. 
A prototype of such a system may be 
seen in Florida's "Preservation 2000" 
program, which establishes a dedi- 
cated tax on deed transfers to be ap- 
plied to land acquisition and habitat 


conservation efforts. The tax generates 
$300 million per year, and the $1.2 
billion spent in the last four years has 
acquired over 350 square miles through- 
out Florida. A similar tax on the sale or 
lease of rights to federal resources that 
degrade habitat, such as timber har- 
vest, mining, and grazing, could gener- 
ate billions of dollars for federal land 
acquisition programs and biodiversity 
enhancement, including endangered 
species and their ecosystems. Further, 
such taxes could be applied in a way 
that deters subdividing large tracts of 
habitat, by scaling the tax to the degree 
of subdividing. Large tracts that are 
sold in one piece could have a much 
lower rate than those that split large 


tracts into smaller ones. 

In conclusion, restructuring 
biodiversity protection is necessary, 
given the abject failure of past efforts 
and the benefits that will accrue from 
such efforts, both to humans and the 
environment. Such efforts must take 
the form of a major overhaul, as op- 
posed to the mere tinkering that has 
occurred in the past, and has resulted 
in incrementalization rather than pre- 
vention of extinctions. 

The suggestions given here are only 
the beginning; future efforts may make 
even these suggestions seem conser- 
vative in hindsight. I can only hope 
that such is the case. 
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Polish Ministry Occupied 
by International Activists 



March for Bialowieza Forest in Warsaw 


by Tom Fullum 

On April 28, a contingent of international 
forest activists blockaded and occupied the 
Ministry of Agriculture in Warsaw, Poland 
to protest the ongoing destruction of the 
Bialowieza Primeval Forest. The action 
followed a three-day vigil and encampment 
outside the Polish Parliament in downtown 
Warsaw. 

While more than a dozen activists locked 
down to the ministry's entrance, Grzegorz 
Kubicki of the Polish environmental 
organization Workshop for All Beings, Tom 
Fullum of the Native Forest Network, and 
Joystick Jazdzyk successfully gained entrance 
to the plush office of Stanislaw Zelichowski, 
Minister of the Environment, Natural 
Resources, and Forestry. The activists handed 
Mr. Zelichowski a letter demanding 
expansion of the present Bialowieza National 
Park to include the entire forest and an 
immediate moratorium on old-growth 
logging. The trio then refused to leave 
voluntarily until these demands were met 
and were eventually dragged from the office 
by Warsaw policja. Outside the ministry, 
blockaders were cut out after a long struggle 
successfully trapping the minister's car and 
delaying his speaking engagement before 
the Polish Parliament. Although several 
activists were taken to the Warsaw police 
station, no arrests were made. 

The Primeval Forest 

The Bialowieza Primeval Forest, which 
covers a total area of approximately 1,400 sq 
km, is found straddled uncomfortably across 
what is now the Polish-Belarussian border. 
It contains the last remains of native lowland 
temperafe forest in Europe, dating back to 
8,000 BC. For generations, it served as a 
hunting ground for Russian Czars, 
Lithuanian Dukes and Polish Kings. They 
spared it from conversion into agricultural 
lands. Thanks to these unwitting 
environmentalists, the Bialowieza Forest 
survived in its natural condition right up to 
the beginning of the twentieth century, 
after which began intensive timber 
exploitation. 

At present only a small core "island" of 47 
sq km is completely protected as a national 
park, while logging in the remaining 550 sq 
km is accelerating on the Polish side. The 
800 sq km of forest on the Belarussian side is 
better protected and there are no forestry 
activities. The Polish government and the 
scientific community have long accepted 
that the core protected area needs to be 
greatly enlarged in view of the conservation 
importance of the whole forest. The national 
park was designated a Man and Biosphere 
Reserve core area in 1977 and in 1979 was 
selected as the only Polish natural site for 
inclusion on the World Heritage list. 

The forest is refuge for European bison 
which were extirpated during World War I 
and reintroduced in 1929. It is also home to 
wolf, lynx, beaver, masked shrew, moose, 
crane, lesser-spotted eagle, black stork and 
all but one of the European woodpeckers. 

Just outside the national park, forestry is 
irreversibly damaging the vast unprotected 
part of the Bialowieza, though it contains 
plant communities not represented within 
the park. Only 450 of the 1,050 species of 
vascular plants and 40 of the 113 plant 
communities known to inhabit the whole 
forest are represented in the national park. 
Furthermore, the park does not provide a 
big enough territory for animals such as the 
wolf, lynx, crane, eagle, and owl, which are 
vulnerable to hunting and poaching in the 


unprotected area. The 
forest is being mined for 
its ancient oaks and 
other high quality 
hardwoods with a 
checkerboard of small 5- 
acre clearcuts. Despite 
heavy logging, the 
unprotected areas of the 
Bialowieza Forest still 
contain significant old growth. 

According to the Workshop for All Beings, 
the logging activities in Bialowieza forest are 
running at a loss. Logging is done by the 
state which sells to private mills. The money 
raised from timber sales is not enough to 
cover the costs of extracting the timber plus 
the payment of a stumpage fee to the local 
communities. Sound familiar? 

In 1992, the World Bank agreed to loan 
$146 million to develop Poland's forestry 
sector. This allowed Poland to access funds 
from the Global Environment Facility (GEF), 
partly administered by the World Bank. The 
Bialowieza Forest and the Sudety Mountains 
received a GEF grant of $4.5 million, but two 
and a half years later, at the end of the first 
pilot phase of the GEF project, there has 
been no discernible increase in the protection 
afforded the area outside the national park. 
In fact, the GEF grant may have stimulated 
logging as companies race to extract timber 
before proper protection is enforced. 
International Delegation Visits Poland 

The Workshop for All Beings and Theo 
Hopkins of the English Native Forest Network 
gathered a delegation of activists and foresters 
from more than a dozen countries to meet 
with Polish activists and strategize for an 
international campaign to save the 
Bialowieza Forest. Our first stop was the 
village of Bialowieza, 150 km from Warsaw. 
Situated on the edge of the Bialowieza 
National Park, the village is prosperous from 
tourism and logging. 

After day hikes in the national park and 
surrounding areas of managed forest, 
Bialowieza villagers met with the Workshop 
for All Beings in a public forum which turned 
somewhat hostile. The village mayor was 
unsympathetic. Although there was little 
translation provided to international 
activists, it was apparent that this village 
knew logging was doomed but was not ready 
to make the transition to tourism. Whether 
or not they would have any old-growth 
forests left to draw visitors in the future, was 
up in the air. 

Two days later, back in Warsaw, the 
Workshop for All Beings held a rally featuring 
speakers, music, banners, and an army of 
national media. More than 100 
people marched to the Prime 
Minister's office. The Warsaw 
policja, composed mainly of 
bored ex-soldiers, quickly 
pushed demonstrators onto 
the sidewalks after a couple of 
showdowns. The marchers set 
up a vigil camp outside the 
government building that 
lasted three days despite rain 
and police harassment. 

Responding to demonstration 
pressure, the Chief of the 
Council of Ministers, Mr. 

Borowski, met with the 
Workshop for All Beings and 
the Native Forest Network and 
agreed to raise the issue in 
Parliament on May 9th. 


Direct Action Gets the Goods 

The vigil and ministry action have had 
significant impacts on the Polish political arena 
and the Bialowieza Primeval Forest logging 
controversy is now open for heated public 
debate. The Polish media provided steady 
national coverage in print, radio and television. 
On May 11, the Polish Senate passed a 
resolution asking for an immediate 
moratorium on old-growth logging and 
demanded that the government declare when 
the entire forest will become a national park. 
This represents a political turning point. 
Furthermore, the Ecological Council to the 
President of Poland passed a resolution urging 
that "immediate radical activities be taken by 
the highest state authorities." The village 
council of Bialowieza passed a resolution four 
days after the stormy public hearing stating 
that they also "see the need of protection of 
the forest." And on June 19, international 
actions and fax campaigns were organized by 
two European environmental groups, ASEED 
and European Youth Forest Action. Now is the 
time to increase the international pressure. 
What You Can Do 

The Polish authorities need to be convinced 
of the widespread international concern over 
the Bialowieza Primeval Forest. Send politely 
worded faxes to the Prime Minister of Poland, 
Josef Oleksy, fax +48 2 62 84 222. 

Main points to include: 

• an immediate moratorium on logging in the 
whole 550 sq km forest 

• the total forest area should be given national 
park status 

• financial compensation for the logging 
communities affected by the moratorium 

• adoption of the resolution of the Ecological 
Council to the President 

• adoption of the Polish Senate's resolution to 
afford the forest full protection 

Please send copies of your letters to the 
Workshop for All Beings. Their address is 
Pracownia na rzecz wszystkich istot, ul. 
Modrzewskiego 29/3, 43-300 Bielsko, Biala, 
POLAND, phone/fax +48 30 183 153. 

Contact Tom Fullum at the Native Forest 
Network, POB 8251, Missoula, MT 59807, 
phone (406) 251-2385, fax (406) 251-2386, 
e-mail: tfullum@igc.apc.org 



Page 16 Earth First! Litha 1995 


Photo by Tom fu//um/NFN 



The Tarkine Tigers 


Suriname’s Rainforest 
Threatened by 
Logging 

The Republic of Suriname, in northeast South 
America is about the size of New England. It still has 90 
percent of its rainforest, more than any other country 
on Earth. The forest of the interior remains virtually 
undisturbed and is inhabited by Maroons and 
indigenous Indian tribes. Suriname is the only place in 
the New World where Maroons, originally from West 
Africa, have kept their traditional lifestyle intact. The 
Indians and Maroons possess extensive knowledge of 
the value of forest plants as foods, fibers, medicines 
and other products. For centuries, these people have 
lived in the forest sustainably. Now, under the duress 
of a mounting economic crisis, with 500 percent 
inflation, the Surinamese government has opened the 
door to wealthy foreign loggers. 

The proposed logging concessions, if executed, 
would wipe out nearly a quarter of the country's 
forest cover over the next 25 years. 



Selling its trees and selling out its indigenous 
peoples won't solve Suriname's money problems 
according to sources ranging from a team of Harvard 
economists to sources within Suriname itself. If 
logging proceeds, Suriname will get only a small 
fraction of the profits. At best, it would get $2 
million annually for 25 years, compared with upward 
of $28 million for the logging companies. At 
worst, the government could lose tens of 
millions of dollars a year, even if it complies | 

fully with its contracts. That lost revenue is 
about the same size as the current budget ;| 
deficit, which is what drives up inflation 
in the first place. 

Forest dwellers in Suriname are prepared 
to defend their ancestral lands with 
violence, if necessary. The Surinamese 
government signed a peace accord with 
indigenous groups in 1992 
following years of civil war. The 
accord calls for recognition and 
demarcation of lands, but the 
committee formed to supervise 
the assignment of lands has never 
even met. 

Logging negotiations have been 
covert. Marauding companies 
include Berjaya, a Malaysian firm 
with a track record of bribery and 
environmental destruction. Two 
other large bids come from 
Indonesian firms. Two mainland 
Chinese companies have sought 
smaller concessions. 

The Surinamese Parliament 
was scheduled to vote on the 
Berjaya contract in February. 

Rainforest Action Network has 
issued an alert to all those 
concerned about rainforest 
protection to become 
involved in saving 
Suriname's forests. To find 
out what how you can help, 
contact Nigel Fizer 
World Resources 
(202) 662-3496. 


With every passing week, more and more of 
Australia's "protected" high conservation value 
forests are being released by the Federal Labor 
Government of Premier Paul Keating, only to face 
the firing squad of the woodchip export industry. 

The Heemskirk Link Road bisects Australia's largest 
temperate rainforest wilderness. The area, known as 
the Tarkine, is located in northwest Tasmania, the 
island state of Australia. The pork-barrel 
roadbuilding project will cost $3.4 million 
and is designed to destroy the area's 
wilderness values before they can be assessed 
for World Heritage status. 

This so-called "tourist road" is a blatant 
sell-out to the rabidly anti-Green, anti-forest, 
anti-gay, pro-4- wheel drive crazy electorate. 

It opens up the woodchip resource to North 
Forest Products (NFP), the world's largest 
native woodchip exporter. Coincidentally, 

NFP has negotiated a second rainforest 
woodchip pile at the Burnie wharf for myrtle 
chips (used by Japanese fax paper 
manufacturers). 

The Tarkine rainforest is home to the 
world's largest freshwater crayfish (up to 
three feet long!), white goshawks, wedgetail 
eagles, huon pine and myrtle beech. 
Conservationists, dubbed the "Tarkine 
Tigers," have continued to hamper progress, 
stopping chainsaw crews at every turn including 
preventing them from even landing on their 
helicopter pads. (The loggers are being flown in 
because the new road is so crowded with construction 
equipment.) 

On one occasion, protesters gathered at a woodchip 
facility owned by NFP in Tamar River, Tasmania. 
The mill was closed for over three hours while 70 log 
trucks were forced to back up along the Tamar 
Highway, providing extensive media footage. While 
the principal target was NFP, the export terminal is 
also used by Boral, the world's second largest 
exporter. Police, obviously under instructions from 
NFP, scrupulously avoided arrests. NFP's Tamar 
manager, Brian Hayes, spent most of the next two 
days in a futile attempt at damage control. However, 


For ten years, a coalition of Goan citizens has 
opposed the construction of a nylon producing 
plant on the Kerim Plateau in the remote jungle 
highlands of India's coastal state of Goa. Thapars- 
DuPont Limited (TDL), a joint venture between E.I. 
DuPont de Nemours of the United States and the 
Indian business house of Thapars, is developing the 
$200 million plant. 

The TDL factory would be the largest nylon 
manufacturing facility in Asia. Designed to produce 
"nylon 6,6," a product used mainly in vehicle and 
airline tires, the plant will have an annual production 
capacity of 18,000 tons. Company officials admit 
that the facility will create only 650 full time jobs. 
Despite assurances from TDL that the plant will not 
pollute the environment and will benefit the local 
economy, opponents argue that the factory is 
unwanted industrial development. Critics of the 
plant are concerned that the factory's operations will 
deplete the water table (the plant will use 65,000 
gallons of water a day), pollute water resources, and 
poison the air with toxic chemical discharges. 

Local citizens are also concerned about 
irregularities in TDL's takeover and the collusion of 
government officials. Among the lands obtained for 
the plant site are the local cremation grounds where, 
for generations, Hindus offered prayers and gifts to 
their ancestors. 

On January 23, 1995, a peaceful blockade of the 
road leading to the factory site escalated into violence 
after two bus loads of police opened fire on seventy 
unarmed protesters. One person was killed and 
several more wounded. Angry local citizens then 
ransacked TDL offices in the nearby town of Ponda 
and destroyed a boundary wall at the factory site. 

DuPont has stated in a document entitled 
"Consent to Operate" that it will not operate in 


the log trucks, piled high with old growth forests, 
were an eloquent testimony to the company's 
destructive practices. This action was followed by a 
protest at the opening of NFP's New Hampshire 
Woodchip mill, the largest in all of the southern 
hemisphere. Activists were joined by unionists, angry 
at the company's use of contract labor. 

In Melbourne, Victoria 100 activists occupied the 


main foyer of the AMCOR building and leafleted the 
crowds. The Native Forest Network (NFN) was 
protesting AMCOR's near total control of Australia's 
domestic paper and packaging market and its recent 
moves to phase out recycling in favor of virgin fiber 
They plan to purchase 500,000 tons of fiber annually 
from North Forest Products. AMCOR is responsible 
for the destruction of forests on four continents, 
including North America. The protest appeared on 
page one of The Business Australian, and even drew 
comment from the company's managing director 
Don Macfarlane: "The reasons for the 
demonstrations today are to put more pressure on 
the Federal Government to walk away from its 
National Forest Policy." That's right Don, and to 
raise the public's awareness of just exactly what 
AMCOR's up to. 

— Native Forest Network 


communities where DuPont's industrial 
development is not welcome. Local opposition to 
the plant includes the local councils of all five 
villages surrounding the plant site, rural farmers, 
tribal herdsmen, opposition political parties, the 
local Catholic Church, and Hindu leaders. DuPont 
seems to be ignoring community opposition to the 
plant in Goa. 

Despite its claims that the plant will not pollute 
the environment, DuPont's contract with TDL has 
a clause that limits liability and exempts DuPont in 
the event of a chemical accident or pollution 
problem. One specific clause states that TDL "shall 
hold DuPont and its representatives or assignees 
harmless from any claims made in the Republic of 
India . . . alleging bodily harm or death. " Furthermore, 
an October memo from DuPont to the TDL project 
manager acknowledges that DuPont had not 
considered and taken appropriate measures 
regarding four critical areas of pollution control: 
ground water protection, waste water treatment, 
solid waste recycling, and air pollution control. 

Please send letters to Edgar S. Woolard Jr., CEO, 
E.I. DuPont de Nemours, 1007 Market Street, 
Wilmington, DE 19898, fax (320) 773-0737. 

Mention in your letter DuPont's "Consent to 
Operate" commitment and the widespread 
opposition of the local people to the Thapar-DuPont 
LTD Facility. Express your concern about the 
possibility of further violence and casualties. 

Also write Chief Minister P.R. Rane, Goa 
Government, Secretariat, Panaji 403001, Goa, India, 
fax (91) 832-225254. Ask him to allow the citizens 
of Goa the right to determine the extent of industrial 
development in their communities and to express 
concern that further efforts to build the plant may 
result in additional violence. 
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Citizens Challenge Dupont Plant in India 






Muir Society Continues Push for Sierra Club Reform 


by Chad Hanson 

As reported in the last issue of the Journal, Dave 
Foreman and David Brower have been elected to the 
Sierra Club's Board of Directors. Muir Society mem- 
bers are counting on them to support efforts to get 
the Club to call for an end to all logging and grazing 
on public lands. Time will tell. 

Nonetheless, corruption in the Sierra Club has 
become so acute that the Muir Society (an organiza- 
tion created to restore and pursue John Muir's 
original vision) has begun to videotape meetings of 
the Club's national board of directors. At the last 
board meeting, which, to the board's extreme dis- 
may and discomfort, we recorded, the board was to 
certify the results of the Club's national election for 
board of directors. Ordinarily this is an uneventful, 
routine process. But this year some serious ques- 
tions arose regarding the way the election was 
conducted. 

In previous year's elections, the ballots were 
counted by a firm in southern California. But this 
year, without explanation, Club management 
switched to a Long Island firm that counts ballots 
for labor unions. Hmmmm. 

We expected the ballots to remain sealed until the 
close of the election. A few days before the ballots 
were to be counted, one of the Muir Society candi- 
dates discovered that the ballots had continuously 
been opened for the previous six weeks. The board- 
appointed election inspectors knew about this, but 
failed to tell us. We requested that we be allowed to 
send an election observer to watch the counting of 
the ballots. Sierra Club president Robbie Cox re- 
fused our request without explanation or comment. 


What do they have to hide? 

Another interesting development occurred when 
former Club president Michele Perrault, rather than 
running on the board's slate of candidates; ran as a 
petition candidate — a category normally occupied 
only by challengers. My guess is that Perrault, know- 
ing that Muir Society candidates would heavily 
criticize the board in our ballot statements, decided 
she would try to masquerade as a challenger to the 
status quo. Perrault has always been aggressively 
opposed to the Muir Society and the strong environ- 
mental advocacy we represent. 

While the election was still open, the newsletter 
of one Club chapter published an article, favorable 
to Perrault, advertising a speech she would be giv- 
ing, and encouraging people to attend. Club funds 
were used to publish the article — a serious violation 
of Club election rules. The rules specifically require 
the disqualification of any candidate (even past 
Club presidents) who violates this rule. After one of 
the Muir Society candidates filed an election com- 
plaint, the board's election inspectors reluctantly 
acknowledged that the election rules had been 
violated. However, they refused to enforce the rules, 
claiming that Perrault had no knowledge of the 
article and therefore could not be disqualified. 
Perrault never explained who supplied the photo- 
graph of her that accompanied the article. Nor did 
Perrault, who actually voted to enact this rule in 
1989, explain why she approved any advertising of 
her campaign speech, when the rules clearly pro- 
hibit this in the first place. 

The issue was appealed to the board but they flatly 
refused to uphold their own election rules. By doing 
this, the board set a precedent: anything goes in 


Club elections. Club election rules are now totally 
meaningless — unless, of course, they are violated by 
a Muir Society candidate, in which case they would 
be ruthlessly enforced with righteous indignation. 

David Dilworth, the Muir Society candidate who 
filed the complaint against Perrault, wrote a letter to 
the editor of Sierra Magazine (the magazine of the 
Sierra Club) describing Perrault's violations and the 
board's complicity, but was refused publication. He 
then sent the letter to various San Francisco newspa- 
pers — with the added charge of censorship. 

The plot thickened when Susan Schock, a Muir 
Society candidate, finished second in the election. If 
the board upheld the Club's election rules, Michele 
Perrault would be replaced by Schock. 

The Muir Society will be organizing to place an- 
other initiative on next year's election ballot. With 
David Brower and Dave Foreman now on the board, 
there is optimism that they will uncompromisingly 
support an end to the logging and grazing currently 
destroying our public lands. If we are successful in 
our petition drive, Club members will cast their 
votes to decide whether the Club will finally take a 
stand against public lands abuse. 

Chad Hanson is the chair of the Sierra Club's Many 
Rivers Group (Oregon) and a member of the organization 
which can no longer call itself the John Muir Society 
without getting sued by the Sierra Club. This organiza- 
tion is a nationwide coalition of Sierra Club leaders and 
activists who reject bureaucratic ; access-driven, politi- 
cal-realities-conscious, compromise-prone green politics 
in favor of grassroots organizing and strong, honest 
environmental advocacy. 


Mexican Spotted Owl Victory 

continued from the front page 


servation agreements or other mecha- 
nisms be used to preclude designation 
of critical habitat throughout all or a 
significant portion of the species' 
range?" The documents also included 
a timetable showing how the critical 
habitat proposal could be withdrawn 
by November 30, 1995. After the story 
hit the press, Spangle dug the FWS's 
grave quite a bit deeper by stating 
"voluntary agreements between agen- 
cies are a better way to do business," 
and that "they provide equal protec- 
tion without the regulatory measures 
associated with critical habitat. " Thus, 
Spangle affirmed the FWS's goal of 
substituting designation of critical 
habitat with a "conservation agree- 
ment." Man, was Judge Muecke 
pissed... 

No doubt spurred by exposure of 
the FWS’s plan to disobey his June 
order, Judge Muecke ordered the 
FWS to propose critical habitat by 
December 1, 1994, and to finalize 
protection by May 30, 1995. In an 
effort to assign responsibility and 
make clear the possibility of con- 
tempt of court charges, Judge 
Muecke also demanded a list of all 
FWS personnel involved in writing 
the rules, and a daily log of all FWS 
actions regarding Mexican spotted 
owl critical habitat designation. On 
December 1, in an apparent attempt 
to save face, the FWS rolled out its 
official plans for a "conservation 
agreement" with the Forest Service 
and proposed critical habitat as re- 
quired by court order. 

Fish and Wildlife Service vs. 
Judge Muecke 

After Judge Muecke's September rul- 
ing and the FWS's December pro- 
posal, it seemed like critical habitat 
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designation was finally on track. 
That's when Congress attempted its 
first strike against the ESA, with Sena- 
tor Kay Bailey Hutchison's six month 
moratorium on listings beginning 
April 13, 1995. The moratorium was 
included as a rider on an emergency 
Pentagon expense budget bill, and was 
signed into law by Clinton with no 
comment. Seemingly seeking the ex- 
tinction of the owl and forty-three 
other imperiled old-growth dependent 
species, the FWS wasted no time in 
asking Judge Muecke to set aside his 
order that critical habitat be desig- 
nated by May 30. 

Judge Muecke sided with the owl 
once again when he ruled that the 
Hutchison rider did not apply to the 
Mexican spotted owl, because he had 
previously set a specific date for the 
FWS to finalize the critical habitat 
rule. Further, Judge Muecke set a 
national precedent by ruling that 
the moratorium was unconstitu- 
tional and limited in scope. Ac- 
cording to Muecke, although Con- 
gress has the right to rescind fund- 
ing for Endangered Species Act list- 
ings, it cannot overturn court rul- 
ings or court ordered settlements 
requiring listings. To do so would 
violate the Separation of Powers Doc- 
trine which states that the Courts 
and Congress hold distinct powers 
and cannot infringe upon one an- 
other. Further, Muecke limited the 
scope of the moratorium by inter- 
preting its budget restrictions to ap- 
ply to final listing rules only, not 90- 
day findings or proposed rules. 

Governor Symington, in his infinite 
political savvy, responded to the rul- 
ing by calling for Judge Muecke's im- 
peachment. 

Enviros elated by Muecke's rule were 


further surprised when Sen. 
Hutchison conceded that Muecke's 
interpretation is allowed under the 
moratorium. Despite Muecke's rule, 
Hutchison's concession, and a man- 
date to protect threatened or endan- 
gered species, the Fish and Wildlife 
Service had the gall to submit a last 
minute appeal of Muecke's ruling to 
the 9th US Circuit Court of Appeals 
in late May. The appeal was denied, 
and on May 30 the Fish and Wildlife 
Service designated 4.6 million acres 
as critical habitat for the Mexican 
spotted owl. The chainsaw noise in 
Southwestern old growth mixed co- 
nifer and ponderosa forests quieted 
to a whisper. 



Impucahons of Ruling on Hutchison 
Rider, and What You Can Do 

by Kieran Suckling 

What does Judge Muecke's rule mean? 

1) All past and future court orders to list species as threatened or endan- 
gered, or to designate critical habitat, must be carried out despite the 
Hutchison Rider. This includes 90-day findings, proposed rules, and final 
rules. 2) While the Fish and Wildlife Service can no longer argue that it is 
illegal to issue final rules, it may still attempt to argue that it is economically 
"impracticable" to issue final rules under the Hutchison rider. 3) The rider's 
budget restrictions do not apply to 90-day findings and proposals. 4) Other 
anti-environmental riders which attempt to overturn court orders will also 
be ruled unconstitutional. 

What should you do? 

1) Litigate and obtain court orders for all species and critical habitat which 
are overdue. This needs to be done now, before any more riders, amend- 
ments, or re-authorizations are enacted. The Southwest Center for Biological 
Diversity is suing for critical habitat designation for the southwestern willow 
flycatcher, Sonoran tiger salamander, Huachuca water umbel, and a listing 
proposal for the coastal cactus wren [see page 15]. 

2) File Endangered Species Act listing petitions ASAP and insist that they 
be processed despite the Hutchison rider. We will be filing several ESA 
petitions next month. If you would like a copy of Muecke's ruling or the 
Hutchison rider, send us a note and include your mailing address. Our e- 
mail address is swcbd@igc.apc.org, our mailing address is PO Box 742, Silver 
City, NM 88062, and our phone # is (505) 538-0961. Special thanks to Mark 
Hughes and the folks at Earthlaw (Denver, CO) for arguing this case. 







Over the years, the facade of “SuperNatural British Columbia” has been shattered by the 
images of massive clearcuts and hundreds of bodies being pried off logging roads. 

Both the provincial and federal government have become quite proficient in assisting species 
extinction. With habitat destruction, dams and commercial fishing it is not a surprise that we are 
witnessing the death of the salmon. 

The current provincial government (NDP) has been wandering around the province in the past 
few months waving a “green thumb” granting provincial parks and protected areas. As the national 
eco-groups bless the ground they walk on, it seems that they are not aware that each “present” has 
a price, the price here is land swaps. They give us a mountainous and rocky park in exchange for a 
nice old growth patch. Provincial politicians have been creating many of these sorts of deceptions 
recently, which allow for the government to gain support of national groups (which looks good to 
John Q. Public) and at the same time start small wars between the nationals and the grassrooots. 

As the year comes to an end BC will be seeing some major changes in its political climate. 
Many believe the NDP will be replaced in the elections. The only thing we can count on is whether 
it is the NDP, Social Credit or the Reform Party, it will be business as usual, the environment be 
damned. 

On a federal level there will also be some changes. In November of 1995 Canada will finally 
have a national Endangered Species Act (ESA). We all hold our breath and hope it is the answer 
we’ve been looking for, however, the language in the proposed ESA is loose and needs some real 
work if it is to actually help species survive (look for a complete article on the proposed ESA in 
the next issue of the Journal). 

British Columbia, in its entirety, is a hot spot; it has been for the past few years and will 
continue to be until change is made. 

BC is an enormous and diverse land mass. From coastal rainforests to pristine boreal forests, 
you can find youself in sage country and desert, or move through deep woodland bogs and 
marshes that open out near raging rivers. For the amount of destruction in BC, there is still a large 
amount of wild lands, and we fight to keep those alive. 

In the same way that the provincial government is recklessly mismanaging habitat and ecosys- 
tems, it is also blundering its way through native sovereignty issues. Racism and complete disre- 
gard for the land have made the gov’t quite proficient in contributing to the extinction of species as 
well cultures. 

Included in the next four pages is a look at the political atmosphere in BC, from First Nations 
struggles to ecological campaigns. This is by no means meant to represent what Earth First! is 
doing in BC. Contributors are from a variety of movements, this publication is meant to give you a 
feel for what is really happening in BC — not just what Earth First! has the time to work on in BC. 

Don’t worry. This isn’t a Sierra Club blankwall, Earth First! is alive and well! 

If only for a visit, we encourage you to come and see both the beauty and destruction. There is 
always a need for activists in BC. Read this blankwall and perhaps you might find yourself 
changing your summer plans for a trip up north. - Michelle Stewart 
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Vancouver Earth First! Attacks 

It seems as though the onset of Spring has awakened Vancouver EF! 
from its hibernation. Not that we were in a state of slumber! We were busy 
in the way that only winter can keep eco-elves active... 

In early February, we spontaneously stormed into the Greater Vancouver 
Regional District meeting which was supposed to announce whether local 
environmentalists would be allowed into Vancouver’s watershed. The water- 
shed has been the site of extensive logging and 22 landslides. EF!ers heckled 
the board from the audience until they could take it no more and went right up 
to the round-table discussion, sat down in front of them, with stem stares, the 
formal meeting immediately ended. Activists and some board members 
discussed and debated watershed logging. A local member summed it up,”How 
else are we supposed to pay off our multi-million dollar debt?” 

The first week of April found local EF!ers attending MacBlo’s annual 
general meeting. For more info about that fiasco just read the March issue of 
the Journal. 

A week or so later it was Pulp and Paper Day, we had a small demo and 
rally letting people know about the struggles of the Lubicon Cree and 
Daishowa’s role in the desicration of their traditional land. After the rally we 
went to Daishowa’s headquarters, locking up a couple of their doors, and 
generally being ourselves. One person was arrested, then released. In the 
end, there were many annoyed security guards, removing door handles to 
get krypto’s off... we were happy and went home. 

Later in April, it was time for Interior's annual general meeting (AGM); 
we thought it would be a little predictable if we just showed up at the 
meeting, so we went to their mill. Armed with cement-filled barrels and 
kryptos, we closed two paralleling mills in Surrey. After almost seven hours 
of holding up the mill, and no worry of arrests we decided to go to the 
AGM. Vancouver City Police out numbered activists 10 to 1, and the press 
did the same at 5 to 1 . Well, we just laughed as they stressed out. 

Most recently, we had a little rendez-vous here in, after which we were 
feeling just a little bit restless... so we did an action. Read all about it in this 
issue of the Journal. 
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Keep The Great Coast Wild - X 

If you are looking for vast wilderness, there 
is one region in BC, as yet 
unnamed, and it is there for the saving. But... 
hardly anyone is working to save 
this great fjord river mainland coast. 

Many First Nations people live on the main- 
land coast but, as usual, their voice 
is unheard. First Nations people are still dealing 
with the results of their removal from their land 
onto reserves, their removal from the economy by 
greater mechanization (native employment in logging has 
greatly declined), and the increasing invasion of industrial society. Within native 
communities there are great divisions as how to deal with all this shit. In spite of this, 

First Nations, elders and activists continue to speak out against the destruction of their 
land. 

Natives see the land as their place, and understandably do not support wilderness 
proposals that exclude them from the land. 

The BC coast can be divided into three sections: 

In the south almost every major valley has been roaded; with the sidehills being logged up 
to the alpine. A few significant pristine valleys remain, most notably the Kwalate (tenure of the 
evil Interfor, who are poised to move in soon and must be stopped!), and the Ahnuhati; both are 
primary watersheds. 

The major area of interest is the midcoast. Though many of its valuable watersheds have been 
wrecked, it still contains enormous wilderness areas covering ten million acres. Yes, ten million 
acres of largely pristine forest stretching from the low scrub and bog outer coast, through rich 
channels and emerald isles, up great forested valleys to vast icefields and down to immense inland 
plateaus. 

The Great Coast Wild, the Great Bear, “land” to the native peoples: the Nuxalk, Heittsok, Owikeeno, 

Haisla, and Tsimsian. A land of salmon, grizzly, orca, sitka spruce, douglas-fir and 30 000 years of native 
occupation. 

And still there is the north coast about which I know bugger all, and so back to the midcoast. 

The population of the midcoast is less than 5 000, over half of which are natives. Most of the destruction is 
by loggers in for two week stints, fisherman up for the season, or lodge operators that pack up and ooze south for 
the winter. 

The area is accessible by a weekly ferry and a single road snaking across the Chilcotin plateau to Bella Coola, 
home of the Nuxalk. 

The Forest Action Network has been invited by the Nuxalk hereditary chiefs to work with them this summer in 
completing a long house at the sacred Talyu hot springs, and on other threatened areas. The Nuxalk have just com- 
pleted a 20’x30’ frame building close to the Talyu; with Interfor putting plans of logging the area on hold for six 
months. 

FAN has recently purchased a small cabin cruiser to enable us to operate more 
effectively, but we need equipment, navigators, a mechanic, tools, carpenters, and 
support from your communties. The logistics of working in a remote area are quite 
expensive and we are always looking for $$$. Contact FAN for more info or to get 
involved! -Simon Waters 

Forest Action Network, Box 155- 1895 Commercial Dr., Vancouver BC V5N 4A6. 

(email) fan@alternatives.com 



The Latest in Clayoquot -2. 

Yes, we are talking about Clayoquot again, the single most popular environmental 
controversy on Vancouver Island if not all of British Columbia. 

Eighteen months ago, the BC government appointed a 19 member ‘scientific 
panel’ to help resolve the conflictual fate of the Sound; the much anticipated results 
have finally been released. 

The recommendations for how forestry activity is to be carried out in the Sound 
are being praised by the major environmental groups such as Friends of Clayoquot 
Sound, Western Canada Wilderness Committee, the Sierra Club, and Greenpeace. 

MacBlo also approves of the recommendations, commenting that it will be a “challenge” 
to log this way, but that they “will not lobby the government to dilute the recommenda- 
tions”; a good indicator that every activists should get their hands on the three booklets 
released and read them carefully! 

The panel was originally formed by the NDP government as a means of dealing with mount- 
ing public pressure regarding Clayoquot. Upon forming “The Scientific Panel for Sustainable 
Forest Practices for Clayoquot Sound”, the government resolved that it would follow whatever 
recommendations were made. In the early months of the panel, the government requested preliminary 
findings. It was recommended that all logging be hatted to allow for proper inventory and assessment of 
the biological diversity and ecological integrity. The government responded by allowing continued logging, 
a good indication of how things go in BC. 

In total, 127 recommendations were given to the NDP government. Some key points in planning was an ecosystem-based ap- 
proach to natural diversity, treating watersheds as discrete units, than planning be area-based rather than volume-based, and skyline 
yarding be the method of logging to mention just a few. When discussing monitoring they recommended assurance that forest 
activities and practices comply with prescribed standards for ecosystem integrity and cultural integrity. Also in the list the panel 
called for a halt to all clearcut logging. 

Although we have doubts about science being able to provide all the answers, we do think that the panel has tried hard to bring 
about ecologically-minded forestry in this province. Hopes of the panel providing leadership in administering a downward trend in 
mechanization have been dashed, along with bringing back people-intensive participation at all stages of planning, implementation, 
and monitoring. The panel was successful in sketching out the urgency to protect and inventory habitat and ecosystems. But, there 
was a need for them to be “loudly explicit” to force the message home to the provincial government... which they did not. 

It seems that perhaps environmentalists and the industry are losing steam in each of their extreme positions. In backing the 
scientific recommendations, each are putting their faith in the planning process described by the panel. The next move is up to the 
government. 

If recommendations are accepted, we may see much smaller clearcuts in Clayoquot as well as a restructuring of how forestry is 
practiced in B.C. Or will the government take the recommendations in bite-size pieces, in the context of socio-economic considera- 
tions, further compromising the standard of forestry practices in this remaining old- growth forest ecosystem? 

Either way, hopes of total preservation are pretty much gone. “Save Clayoquot Now” has been diluted to “Save Some of 
Clayoquot Maybe”. - Joe Lui and Deryk Wenaus 
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Bicycle People — 3 

Critical Mass rides have been going on for over a year in Vancouver, with organizers focusing on two major targets: Burrard and Lion’s Gate Bridges. With three rides on the 
Burrard Bridge and one on Lion’s Gate in the last year. Critical Mass activists are demanding these become car-free areas. Riders take control of the bridge and force the flow of — 

traffic to be reduced to the pace of the slowest rider. Rides such as these draw out people from all walks of life and allows the press to take some really nice pictures. \ 

Vancouver is regarded as having the equivalent of the ‘Berlin Wall’ for cyclists. It is a maze of bridges, tunnels, and highways that encircle the city to serve one group and one group 
only — motorists. 

Critical Mass rides happen the last Wednesday of every month, and draw an average of 100 riders. If you live in Vancouver grab your bike and join the voices demanding restrictions on 
motorized traffic and car- free bridges. If you are in another area and are nodding your head to the problems... organize a local Critical Mass group. 

The Vancouver Bicycle People can be reached at 604-736-8 194. 



Kemano — 4 

On January 23, 1995 the NDP government slapped Alcan in the face with a monumental decision to halt the Kemano Completion Project (KCP). A total of 88% of the Nechako River 
was to be diverted in a last ditch attempt to sell off power to the US. The Nechako, a major tributary of the Fraser River, is the richest salmon habitat in the world. The Cheslatta people 
have been fighting the development of the River since the 50’s when they were first displaced by this horrific project, that to this day, has actually reversed the natural flow of this once 
wild river. A bitter victory has been won, however, they must now try to re-establish themselves and deal with the outlandish legal costs that have accumulated.- Michelle Stewart 

Douglas Lake Blockades — $ 

In May of 1995, the Upper Nicola Lake natives set up a blockade on the road to the Douglas Lake Ranch, the largest cattle 
ranch in Canada that is owned by the Woodward family. Natives were trying to force the provincial government to hear 
their calls to settle the land disputes in the area, which includes the fact that they are not allowed to fish in the lake that is in 
their traditional territory. The blockade was ignored by the RCMP, that refused to move in with an injunction that they had; 
at the same time the provincial government would not commence talks until the blockade was down. With all of this 
bureaucratic BS going on, the only clear message being given from the province was that they were fearing another situa- 
tion like Oka. The native blockade numbered at about 250 at its peak. After weeks of holding the road, the blockade came 
down with negotiations taking place at this time. The Upper Nicola say that if negotiations do not move forward the 
blockade will go up once again. 

Lower Fraser Valley Wetlands — 4 » 

The importance of the wetlands in this region can not be over-emphasized. They are crucial feeding, migration, 
nesting, and breeding sites for millions of ducks, geese, sandpipers, and raptors in the Provincial Fly way. Boundary 
Bay exceeds the Ramsar United Nations criteria for internationally significant wetlands by sixty times! Unfortunately, 
the city of Vancouver lies on top of much of this area. Old growth stands of black cottonwoods (a temperate deciduous 
rainforest, almost non-existent in North America) still exist along the Fraser River; the freshwater and estuarine 
wetlands remain in several areas. Numerous Canadian and BC species also remain: turtle, barn owl, opossum, moun- 
tain beaver and Pacific giant salamander. Urbanization is the greatest threat to this region. The BC government has 
recently protected several areas, but many others must be included, expanded and connected. Some areas of particular 
concern are enlarging protection for Boundary Bay, Sturgeon Banks, the Reifel Wetlands, Iona Island and Bums Bog. 
-Ken W. 

Bunchgrass/Ponderosa Pine Zone — 7 

These arid ecosystems occur only in the narrow major valleys found in the interior, especially the Okanogan, 
Fraser, Thompson, Similkameen, Nicola and Kettle Valleys. The grasslands and ponderosa pine forests of BC 
include such rare and endangered species as the western rattlesnake, canyon wren, sage thrasher, scorpion, 
spadefoot toads, an incredibly high bat diversity, and yellow-bellied racers. The southern Okanogan Valley near 
Osoyoos, largely destroyed by urbanization, fruit orchards and cattle grazing, contains Canada’s only true 
southern desert. Another key area is a pristine grassland ecosystem at the confluence of the Chilcotin and Fraser 
Rivers; the most extensive grasslands left in BC. An original national park proposal (Chum creek) for the 
region encompassed 4 000 square kilometers and was turned into a provincial park (which affords less protec- 
tion). -Ken W. 

Nanoose Blockade — 8 

As the BC Provincial election nears, the New Democratic Party is facing the wall on ecological and 
cultural issues due to its band-aid approach to First Nations’ inherent rights. This Spring, First Nations’ 
blockades against development and resource extraction are igniting all over BC . These are issues we must 
understand and support if we have any hope for the preservation of west coast ecosystems. 

On Vancouver Island, the Nanoose Nation set up a blockade on April 27 with the support of other main- 
land and Island nations. They prevented Intrawest workers and their archaeologist from entering a site that is 
' believed to Be 4000 years old ana possibly the largest buriai-grounu lounu to date. The burial ground is 

located in what is now called Craig Bay on East Central Island near Parksville. Images recounted to us by the 
Nanoose were of backhoes ripping up skeletal remains from the earth, while an old oak tree was yanked out 
of the ground, destroying ancestral remains beneath it. 

Local activists drove up island a total of three times to lend support to the blockade and were welcomed 
by the Nanoose Nation. In Victoria we helped organize support for the blockaders and also conducted 
research. What we saw could only create anger and disgust within us: 

* The 50 acre site, the last tract of undeveloped ocean front, is slated for the construction of 500 
houses. 

* Before developing, a government appointed archaeologist excavated 45 pits with a backhoe. 

*To date 147 skeletal remains have been removed and 248 still lie exposed in gouged pits, 
while 14000 cultural artifacts were expropriated. Not included in these figures are the countless 
remains crushed by developers. 

So far archaeologists have had no legal guidelines binding them; they’ve been control- 
led only by their own ethics. The Craig Bay case will likely set a precedent in BC for 
how the province will handle other First Nations’ historical sites. This is important 
to determine the success of all First Nations demands now and in the future. 
Contact the Nanoose Nation: 604-390-3661. -Carrie St. Pierre 

Coastal Douglas Fir / Garry Oak Meadows -$ 

Found on eastern Vancouver Island and on the Gulf Islands in the 
rain shadow of the mountains, this drier forest ecosystem has been 
overshadowed by the old growth struggles on the western side 
of Vancouver Island. Home to the rare Garry oak meadows, 
old growth Douglas fir, prickly pear cacti, sharp-tailed 
snakes, turkey vultures, and other endangered and 
rare species, this is probably the most threat- 
ened ecosystem in all of Canada next to 
Manitoba’s tall grass prairies. The mild year- 
round climate, with little rain, has made this 
area favorable for agriculture and industrial 
development. Rapid urbanization is the 
greatest threat to this ecosystem. A national 
park and marine park proposal in the Gulf 
Islands should be supported and 
expanded, with an emphasis on 
including the rarest, driest zones of 
this ecosystem wherever they 
occur. -Ken W. 




BEAR WATCH 


Several years ago Bear Watch formed in response to the trophy slaughter of black 
bears in Clayoquot Sound. Bear Watch has now expanded its focus to all of BC, tactics 
now include a newsletter, an ad campaign, and scientific surveys, in addition to the hunt 
interference Bear Watch is known for. 

This year’s campaign began with a 
series of TV and radio ads to coincide 
with the start of the black bear hunting 
season on April 1, since then over 1 500 
people have called our toll-free number in 
response to the ads. While these ads have 
been on the air, a rotating group of 
activists have been occupying basecamps 
in Clayoquot Sound patrolling the 
shorelines to watch for bears and hunters. 

Since the Bear Watchers have been in the 
Sound hunters have stayed away. 

Less than a week into the spring bear 
hunting season the Guide Outfitters 
Association of BC held their annual 
convention at a swanky Victoria hotel. Bear Watch had decided to focus this year on the 
guide outfitting industry’s role in the slaughter of black bears, so we rented two rooms on 
the top floor of the hotel and two activists, dressed as black bears, repelled from the 
windows with banners. The climbers hung for just over an hour, while local police and 
hotel management patiently waited for them to come down. No arrests were made. 

In the beginning of May, Bear Watch sent someone undercover on a black bear hunt to 
get more information about Zarco Wildlife, a company that claims in their literature to 
have produced more ‘successful’ black bear kills than anyone else in BC. Four bear hides 
belonging to Zarco clients went missing from outside their hotel while the undercover 


activist was on the hunt, and the outfitters became suspicious of him so he left before the 
hunt concluded; later, a group called Couer de Bois claimed resposibility. 

Zarco Wildlife controls the largest guiding territory on Vancouver Island, spanning 

approximately 1/3 of the island. Zarco is a 
Mexican owned and American run business. 

Shortly after, a group of executives from 
the Seattle Seahawks flew into the 
Campbell River airport on the Island to go 
black bear hunting. Bear Watch supporters 
demonstrated at the airport, causing the 
hunters to delay their departure a day to 
avoid the demonstrator’s cameras. As 
activists continued harassing hunters at the 
airport, hotels or wherever they were in 
town, activists in the woods were following 
hunters out and intervening when neces- 
sary. Zarco Wildlife was turned down in 
their attempt to get an injunction against the 
activists and their activities. 

Near the end of May, an undercover conservation officer showed up in Zarco’s 
hunting party for two days, and videotaped Bear Watch’s actions. During this investiga- 
tion activists intervened in two different hunts; we are waiting to see if any charges will 
be laid. - Diana Wilson 

For more info on Bear Watch call toll free from anywhere in N. America: 800 836 
5501; while you are at it call Zarco’s booking agent in Oklahoma and tell him what you 
think of the slaughter of black bears 405-737-8070. Contact the new Minister of the 
Environment, Elizabeth Cull to demand an end to black bear trophy hunting: Parliament 
Buildings, Victoria BC, Canada V8V 1X4. 



FRIENDS OF THE WOLF 



Canada’s Yukon Territorial Government (YTG) has concluded year three of their controversial 
aerial Wolf kill program. By labelling the kill “caribou recovery” , the YTG hopes to convince the 
public that the massacre is solely intended to enhance an over-hunted caribou herd. Their rationale 
is simple, eliminate 80-90% of the wolves from the Aishihik region and the caribou population will 
skyrocket, thereby helping the natives live off the caribou, a staple of their diet. 

Industrial society has a strong history of putting profit and jobs ahead of a sustainable and 
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moose head, it is easy to see why greed got the best of him. The moose is the most sought after 
animal by trophy hunters, and is not surprisingly the primary prey of the Wolf. The YTG rationale: 
eliminate the main predator of the moose and there will be a laiger number of trophy-heads for local 
outfitters to market. Good economics, right? 

Not if our tourism boycott catches on! 


FOW has protested the aerial Wolf kill for three consecutive years. We have performed civil 
disobedience, run a high-profile media campaign and tried to directly interfere with the hunt by 
camping in the kill zone. We have been jailed, beaten, suffered frostbite and had our lives threatened 
but have not and shall never be deterred. We have been called every name in the book from terrrorists 
to freaks... the most flattering is when they call us a royal pain in the ass. 

FOW will continue to oppose this violent attack against the Wolf nation, but we can’t do it alone. 
We need all you arm chair revolutionaries to do your part by keeping pressure on the scum directly 
responsible. Call them and tell ‘em what you really think about their crimes. It works. Wolf kill staff 
are quitting due to job related stress. Apparently late night phone calls are at the root of this ‘stress’. 
It’s not our fault that long distance calls are cheaper after 2 am. Try these ones: 


Rick farnelf wolf killbiologist: 403-6684683, Dennis Senger, wolf-kill propoganist: 403- 
667-77 1 5, or John Ostachek, Gov’t leader: 403-668-7323. 

FOW is also looking for affinity groups to go to the Yukon both next winter and this summer, 
funding may be available so don’t let money stop you! Want to raise a little hell in the name of the 
wolf, contact FOW at POB2983, Vancouver Main PO, Vancouver BC, V6B 3X4 Canada. 


Yup, you thought you got away without seeing one... Sorry, it’s time for the ole’ Pathetic 
Plea for $$$. 

Here at Vancouver Earth First! we consider ourselves to be a charming group of indi- 
viduals that really just want to have all the money in your bank account 
If you would like to send us all the money in your bank account please do. If you just want 
to send us a little bit of $$, we will accept that also (cheap skate). We have a surplus of BC 
rendez t-shirts, so now (for a limited time offer) with each bank account donation you will 
receive a free t-shirt If you can help us out please send a check or money order to: 
Vancouver EF, Box 176, 1472 Commercial Dr., Vancouver BC V5L 3X9. 


Up and Coming 

Prince George is hosting the 1st United Nations Forestry Conference held 
outside Europe, September 9-15, 1995. The focus of the conference will be 
on the economic interests rather than on the environmental impacts. 
Situated in the middle of BC, Prince George is south of some of the last boreal 
forest ecosystems and huge intact, untouched watersheds remaining on this 
planet. Consequently, Prince George is the heart of the forest industry in BC. 
Prince George (PG) Earth First! invites you to take part in humiliating our 
government! For more information please contact PG EF!: POB 1762, Prince 
George BC, Canada V2L 4V7. 

Clayoquot 

If all reccomendations made to the NDP gov’t are not implimented, the Friends 
of Clayoquot Sound are prepared for another long summer of ritual arrests. If 
you would like more information about plans for this summer and would like to 
get involved contact the Friends at Box 489, Tofino BC, VOR 2Z0. 

If blockades aren’t your style, but you want to be in the sound this summer 
you might want to get involved with the restoration camp opening on June 27. 
The camp will run through August, for more info contact the Cascadia Resto- 
ration Society, Box 587, Tofino BC, VOR 2ZO. 


WANT ANOTHER T-SHIRT? 



You missed the rendez-vous, 
didn’t you? You realize you 
missed the first ever BC 
rendez. You missed the beauti- 
ful Cascades, the friendly 
freddies, the rip-roarin’ 
rednecks and the mosquitoes. 
Yes, you also missed the 
rafting contest, which turned 
into the ramming and sinking 
contest. Yup, you missed out! 
see above picture . Bet you 
feel kinda stupid, eh? Missed 


out on a chance at intermixing with Canadian 
culture, networking, and sun tanning. You had 
a chance to be an “international” activists and 
you missed it. Too bad for you. 

Well, we have a few of the shirts left, so we 
have decided to open them up to the general 
public. That’s right, for a mere $10 you can 
pretend you were at the rendez! Shirts are 
going quick so get one now. They are available 
on unbleached cotton in large (for a nominal 
fee we might dye them for you), see “pathetic 
plea” for money for our address. 


A 1955 * c 4> 
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We appreciate the work of all the writers for their contri- 
bution and send out special thanks to: David Barbarash, 
Dayna Chapman, Corey Duncan, Mark Stoddard, Amy 
Newton-McCaan for their help in editing and paste-up. 
Layout by Phil Dobrikin and Michelle Stewart. 



A War of Words Over Violent Analogies 


At what point does rhetoric become so volatile 
that it becomes inflammatory? I pondered this 
question after a call from Judi Bari in which she 
asked me if I wouldn't reconsider something printed 
in this space a few issues ago in light of the Okla- 
homa City truck bombing and the Unabomber mail 
bomb assassination of a California timber lobbyist. 
Words, I thought, like bombs, can sometimes injure 
innocent people. That is a measure of their power, 
and something we should all keep in mind while 
staring into our computer screens. 

There is probably no word in any language that 
carries the connotation of the word "bomb." It 
brings immediately to mind violent images of the 
killing and maiming of innocent people. On the 
other hand, movies "bomb," old cars are "bombs," 
and I bottle home-brew in what is commonly re- 
ferred to as a "bomber." So it is the context in which 
words are used that gives them meaning. This is 
especially true when we use words like "revolution, " 
"war" and a recent addition to the American ver- 
nacular, the word jihad. 

At a workshop I attended this spring, Michael 
Frome, distinguished professor and environmental 
historian, voiced what I consider the erroneous but 
widely held view that since we are nonviolent we 
should not use the language of war, and he invoked 
Ghandi and Martin Luther King Jr. as examples. At 
first glance this seems to make sense, but it is in 
conflict with the truth. Ghandi and King were both 
fond of using military analogies, where activists 
were marching soldiers for peace, armies were non- 
violent and the struggle for freedom was character- 
ized as a war on injustice. 

When I pointed this out to Professor Frome after 
the workshop, he admitted that it was true. I told him 
I believe Ghandi, King and others like them em- 
braced this language in order to underscore the 
seriousness of the issues and the necessary sacrifice 
and organization required to effectively address them . 

The difference between conventional forms of 
warfare and nonviolent warfare is that nonviolent 


armies do not seek to inflict casualties in pursuit of 
a goal, although they are willing to risk their own 
personal safety and well-being. Their true aim is not 
conquest and annihilation but understanding and 
reconciliation. Nonviolence will not sacrifice these 
long-term goals in favor of short-term gains. Non- 
violence emphasizes respect for all opinions, but 
above all it requires a sense of moral responsibility 
in resisting and opposing injustice. All this is in 
stark contrast to the Bosnian Serbs, Desert Storm, 
the Militia Movement or the Aryan Resistance. 

In our phone conversation, Judi was particularly 
adamant about my use of the word jihad. Indeed 
both Lyndon LaRouche and Barry Clausen have 
interpreted my call for a jihad as proof that we are 
advocating a new wave of violence. In fact, Mr. 
Clausen has become something of a press agent for 
me of late, as everywhere he goes he generates calls 
from the media asking me what I meant by that 
word. Jihad is Arabic and roughly similar to our 
word "crusade," although it generally has a broader 
meaning. This is why the word jihad is sometimes 
mistakenly interpreted as exclusively meaning "holy 
war." Indeed in countries where Arabic is spoken, it 
would not be unusual to see a poster proclaiming a 
jihad for cleaner streets or even for whiter teeth. 

Believe me, a jihad for the earth is precisely what 
we are all involved in at the moment. The armies of 
darkness are on the move. When we say that by- 
standers are not innocent we are referring to the 
Nuremberg Principles, which state that all citizens 
have the responsibility to resist the power of evil or 
repressive institutions. It does not follow that we 
advocate victimizing innocent people, or even those 
less innocent. It simply means that people must 
choose sides when confronting a moral dilemma. 
And what could be more urgent and compelling 
than the survival of our planet's life support system? 

I do not advocate here the donning of camo and 
the brandishing of monkeywrenches. 
Monkeywrenching, like anything else, has its time 
and place. But I do think we should put on our flak 



jackets. We need not retreat from using strong 
language when strong language is necessary. You 
don't hear G. Gordon Liddy or Rush Limbaugh 
backing off their core beliefs because they were 
attacked by the President on Larry King Live. 
Neither does the National Rifle Association, the 
Christian Right or the Ryder Truck Rental agency 
back off defending the quality of their product. 
They use the opportunity to explain their differ- 
ences, if they have any, with Timothy McVey and 
Terry Nichols. 

In our attempts to deliver a message to the Ameri- 
can people, we will unavoidably invite a certain 
amount of "incoming" (a word Vietnam veterans 
use to describe being on the receiving end of an 
artillery barrage). This will come both from within 
our ranks and from those who oppose us politically. 
This does not mean we should back down or change 
our message. We should use this and every other 
opportunity to talk about our position on the issues . 

We must remember that even though most Ameri- 
cans agree with us on the majority of issues on 
which we work, they are not yet radical in their 
ecological analysis. Radical ecologists are still a 
small voice in the political wilderness. We should 
never doubt for a moment, though, that if our small 
voice is heard by reasonable people, we can change 
public perceptions and thereby change political 
reality. In the electronic fog that now passes for 
news media, smaller groups cannot ignore the power 
of words, or the impact of personal actions. Because 
eventually the truth gets out. It always does. 

— Mike Roselle 


(Dear Miss i Demeanor 


Earth First! Tackles Trophy Hunting 


continued from the front page 


Advice jo%/b-le ‘EcoLogicAci/y Co'Mjused 

Dear Miss Demeanor: 

My nose is big and pudgy and 
soft. Except for that, I'm nice 
looking. But now when I walk 
in the woods the owls hoot at 
me and the turtles mock. A red 
cockaded woodpecker tried to 
nest in my left nostril. 

My path sharer, Goliath, is a 
real dreamboat. He's big and 
handsome and gives me the 
shivers. Until a few months ago 
his thighs were big and pudgy 
and soft. Then he began using 
thigh cream and his thighs be- 
came smaller. Now they're tro- 
phy thighs, thighs to absolutely 
kill for. So I thought, hey, if 
thigh cream can do all of that, 
why can't I use it to make my nose smaller? 

So one night when Gollie was out spiking trees in 
Issaquah, I got into his drawers and snatched his thigh 
cream. And guess what I learned — thigh cream is made 
from petrochemicals and CFCs, all the nasty stuff that 
depletes the ozone layer and pollutes the world and 
makes it get way too hot and gives all the animals cancer 
and makes them blind. 

So my question to you, Ms. Demeanor, is this: Do I 
have the right to destroy the world just so I can have a 
smaller nose? 

Yours truly, 

— Ms. Kuhl Whippe 

Dear Ms. Whippe: 

No. 

Miss Demeanor responds to actual letters. Humorous 
questions may be sent directly to the Journal. 



Two hundred feet later, we emerged from the innards of the flagpole onto a crow's nest, from which the 
pole, now two feet in diameter, continued another 82.7 feet up. Mick put on his climbing harness and 
began an arduous climb up the pole, successfully unfurling the banner emblazoned "STOP TROPHY 
HUNTING" in plain view of the Environment Ministry a block away. 

Trophy Hunting in BC 

The guide outfitting industry in BC is responsible for widespread and devastating wildlife slaughter 
across the province. Trophy hunters from around the world come to British Columbia, paying from 
$3,000 to hunt black bear to as high as $15,000 to hunt endangered species such as grizzly bear. The 
guide outfitting industry claims to generate annual revenues of about $35 million in BC, guiding 
around 4,500 clients each year. These hunters kill thousands of big game animals, including bear, 
mountain lion, bighorn sheep, wolf, elk, moose and mountain goat. 

There are roughly 300 outfitters in BC, and judging by the record they 
are not especially concerned with obeying the law. These outfitters were 
convicted for violations of The Wildlife Act 61 times in BC between 1 990- 
94, despite the fact that conservation officers are pitifully understaffed 
and underfunded. Many more violations undoubtedly go undetected. 

Meanwhile, back at the flagpole... 

A gaggle of activists picketed the Environment Ministry building, and 
were even granted a meeting to discuss their concerns with a ministry 
representative. It turns out that a large game management conference 
was coincidentally happening that very day in a hotel facing the 
flagpole. Perfect timing! 

The police who arrived on the scene locked the grate at the bottom of 
the flagpole and, as there was no way to get us down, left. The locked 
grate kept us from leaving the way we came up, but in a bucket on the 
crow's nest there was this long rope... 

We went for it. We tossed the rope over the side for what will surely 
be the longest (and scariest) rappel in my life: 200 feet straight down 
onto a used car lot. Alas, the authorities were not nearly as scarce as we 
hoped; we were both arrested upon landing. 

That night, the national news featured a positive story, along with a 
dashing shot of Mick looking very Indiana Jones-like in his hat and 
trenchcoat, rappelling off the flagpole. 

Apparently in the midst of the rappel some piece of equipment fell and 
accidentally jammed the small door that led onto the crow's nest; 
flagpole personnel were effectively blocked from taking the banner 
down. In fact, the banner stayed up for another ten days, until a huge 
crane was brought onto the scene to take it down. 



Mick climbing pole 
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Confessions of a Jewish Pagan 


by Mark London Williams 

"In ancient times, Shekinah, as the goddess, was 
Lady of the Beasts ... She, like they, is wild of heart and 
untamed. To be holy is to be wild, to let the fires of the 
spirit burn freely, to be true to one's spirit nature." 

"Shekinah" is the Hebrew word for the female 
presence of God, and Her description is from She 
Who Dwells Within, a new book by Rabbi Lynn 
Gottlieb, defining a path of Jewish worship that 
celebrates both the female and the earthly. And yet, 
as revolutionary as her call for something akin to a 
"goddess sensibility" in Judaism seems, Rabbi 
Gottlieb is not inventing out of whole cloth. In 
Judaism, as in much of the haphazard historical 
gumbo that has come to be known — too simply — as 
"Western Culture," wisdom traditions lurk, waiting 
to be uncovered, and simply reclaimed. 

That work of reclamation, or, as it were, inviting 
Brother Griz up to the bimah (altar) is not easy, but like 
all other reclamation work we advocate as biocentrists, 
it needs to be done. As Christian thinker and trouble- 
maker Matthew Fox has noted, the Western Monothe- 
isms will become irrelevant to people in the very near 
future if they fail to incorporate the earth wisdom so 
desperately needed for our collective survival. 

Certainly Judaism, like most human institutions, 
has much of its own tikkun (healing) to do. In its 
journey through history, it has been prey to the 
same short-sightedness and prejudices as any belief 
system. But remarkably, it has also adapted and 
survived. God said to Moses not "I am that I am," 
but "I am that I am becoming." The process never 
ends. As a particular path up the same mountain we 
all tread, Judaism, too, is still becoming. I am, in 
contemporary mystic Rabbi Zalman Schacter's 
phrase, "a Jewish practitioner of generic religion." A 
generic religion that strives to be wild and untamed. 

Although I've celebrated generic religion with an 
occasional equinox, Yule, and Beltane, I agree with 
Sam Keen, who writes in Hymns to an Unknown God 
that "...eventually the spiritual journey circles round 
toward home ... you may be a sojourner in a Bud- 
dhist land, but eventually you will need to return to 
your native holy land to rescue the treasures that are 
buried there...." 

Just as I can't help being an Earth Firstler in 
outlook, it would be equally impossible for me not 
to be Jewish. When the New Year is welcomed at the 
time of the fall harvest at Rosh Hashanah, that feels 
right to me; and it would be hard to do anything 
other than fast ten days later on Yom Kippur — a day 
devoted to introspection and spiritual houseclean- 
ing for the year to come. 

The Jewish holy-day calendar, which has its basis 
in the agricultural festivals of ancient Israel, oper- 
ates on a rhythm familiar to readers of this 
publication's masthead; Chanukah, the festival of 
winter lights; Tu B'Shvat, the tree planting ritual of 
late winter, Purim, the equivalent of Carnaval, re- 
leasing pent-up winter energy as spring begins to 
blossom, Pesach, or Passover, connected originally 
to first planting in spring, and Shavuot, a celebration 
of summer's first harvest. 

Once the Jewish people found themselves in exile, 
the holy days' emphasis changed. No longer con- 
nected to the agricultural rhythms of one place, the 
more transcendent aspects of each festival were 
emphasized. Shavuot , for example, was originally a 
festival where crop offerings would be brought into 
Jerusalem or other centers of worship. Without a 
place to bring crop offerings, Shavuot becomes a 
celebration of Moses receiving the first five books of 
the bible, the Torahs on Mt. Sinai. Yom Kippur, once 
a fertility ritual where couples made love on the 
ground outside Jerusalem's walls, is transformed 
into a period of spiritual indwelling and personal 
reckoning. 

The weeklong festival immediately following Yom 
Kippur, Sukkot, retains some of its original flavor. 
Commemorating the fall harvest, this was the most 
important celebration in ancient Israel. Good crops 
guaranteed life throughout winter, and the raucous 
celebration reflected the relief of tribal peoples 
living close to the earth. Sukkot is now celebrated 


with the admonition to spend all eight of its days 
sleeping outdoors, in a shelter decorated with fruits 
and leaves, yet constructed loosely enough to per- 
mit stargazing. Thus all of creation, the terrestrial 
and the infinite, is worshipped in a single gesture. 

At the same time that Sukkot binds Jews all over 
the world in a distinct ritual, my own celebration is 
sparked with the awareness that all Gaia — not just 
the Israel known to my tribal forebears — is a holy 
place. And thus the sukkah I dwell in should reflect 
my native California — and the seasons of the oak 
woodlands, redwood forests, and chaparral that I 
love. But even this celebratory cycle, this intuitive 
awareness of the seasonal underpinnings of the 
Jewish lunar based calendar hasn't brought Brother 
Griz all the way back into the fold. Or am I trying to 
be accepted back into his congregation? 



Woodcut of a Sukkah 


To get there, we still must discuss the Bible, the 
edicts therein, and the problems that that Really Big 
Text appears to present for environmentalists. Draw- 
ing the most fire is the verse in Genesis purporting 
to give humankind "dominion" or "mastery" over 
the rest of nature. But before we embark on a 
discussion of these alleged marching papers from 
God, there are a couple of important things to note. 
First, in Jewish tradition, the Bible is never read by 
itself, or taken solely at face value. The many centu- 
ries of accrued talmud (rabbinic commentary) and 
midrash (oral tradition) are considered equally holy, 
and equally important for an understanding of the 
whole. They also convey the sense that drawing 
closer to the sacred is an ongoing, evolutionary 
process. Only fundamentalists take the book liter- 
ally, and I don't think environmentalists want to 
throw in with them. 

Second, even if you were to take the Hebrew Bible 
by its naked self, the book is full of contradictions. 
Thus, in the same Genesis passage that allegedly 
gives us "mastery," you also have the first of two 
creation stories in which men and women are made 
absolutely equal — back to back — as opposed to the 
later version involving ribs and such. 

As for the bit about mastery, though, let's look at 
just a couple of the commentaries. The Babylonian 
Talmud, written during the first exile from Israel, 
notes that humans were made on the sixth day of 
creation, "so that if people's minds become (too) 
proud, they may be reminded that gnats preceded 
them in the order of creation." And Rashi, consid- 
ered perhaps the premier rabbinic commentator, 
notes that "dominion" and "descent" derive from a 
common linguistic root (traditionally, no verse in 
Torah is considered to have a "single" meaning) and 
thus "when humanity is worthy, we have dominion 
over the animal kingdom; when we are not, we 
descend... and the animals rule over us." 

In other words, the question becomes whether we 
are worthy stewards, a station which mandates a 
deep ecological awareness. I imagine this awareness 
would include such duties as keeping vast tracts of 
wilderness whole and intact, and keeping our own 
numbers down. Clearly, thus far, our "stewardship" 
is catastrophically inept. 


The same passage in Genesis purporting to give us 
"dominion" over the earth also, by the way, com- 
mands us to eat vegetarian diets! "Every seed-bear- 
ing plant.. .and every tree that has seed-bearing 
fruit.. .shall be yours for food." Meat-eating is con- 
sidered a fallen state of grace, and is only finally 
allowed, with strictures, for Noah and his descen- 
dants after the flood. Those dietary strictures, known 
as kashrut, or kosher, view meat-eating as bad busi- 
ness, which must take into account the animal's 
suffering. While it's dubious that nowadays a ko- 
sher hot dog is any more "cruelty free" than a 
regular one (it's just more cow!), the system of 
mindfulness that kashrut seeks to instill opens the 
door to wider ecological awareness and softer tread- 
ing on the earth. 

Rabbi Zalman Schachter, a contemporary mystic, 
has coined the term "eco-kosher." It's no longer 
enough to eat dairy and meat on separate plates 
(from the biblical injunction against mixing the milk 
of the mother with the meat of the kid) . Now we must 
start asking whether non-recyclable material is ko- 
sher. Or power from a nuclear power plant. Or fur. Or 
old growth wood or mahogany. All these questions, 
and hundreds of others, are completely in line with 
the original impulse behind kashrut. "Love of the 
Great Mystery," in Lynn Gottleib's words, "is dem- 
onstrated not by belief or words but in the actions of 
daily life and the way we treat humans and animals — 
all sentient beings." and, implicitly, thenon-sentient 
ones as well. For Jews in our currently ravaged world, 
eco-kashrut represents one of the ways back to Gaia/ 
God-aware living. 

So, too, does the re-embracing of the two most oft- 
occurring ritual observances in Judaism. The first of 
these is Rosh Chodesh, or "new moon," which is 
quite simply the monthly celebration of the moon's 
return. Rife with female energy, doubtless con- 
nected to worship of the Goddess and with post- 
biblically prescribed ritual, this lunar celebration 
has wide latitude, infinite possibility, and is too 
often overlooked. At a recent all-gal Rosh Chodesh at 
a Jewish ecoconference in Oregon, my wife and 
sister both wound up howling at the moon 'round 
midnight. Rosh Chodesh represents a monthly chance 
to get wild! 

Before we get to the second ritual, a brief note 
about the Goddess. She survives in Judaism much as 
she does in Catholicism, only instead of Mary, we 
have Shekinah, considered the female presence of 
God on earth. Often, however, this earth-dwelling 
gave the female essence of creation a "lower" station 
on the chain of being than the loftier "spheres" 
ascending heavenward. Jewish mysticism has ten 
realms or "spheres" of being stretching upward 
from the earth, each getting more steadily transcen- 
dent. So, too, the female was the repository of 
sorrow, the Shekinah weeping as the Jewish exile 
from the original Holy Land mirrored God’s "exile" 
from humankind. 

Still, Shekinah's presence gives us a path to allow 
the Goddess to reclaim her rightful place as an 
aspect of the Great Mystery. If She dwells here on 
earth, then She is more immediately knowable to 
us, and we to Her, and She is the first to be affected 
by our rituals and prayers. Indeed by remaining 
here. She reminds us that crimes against the earth 
are an assault against the Mother of us all. 

For a fuller discussion of the Goddess in Jewish 
history, and as a wonderful guide for reclamation of 
the female in Jewish worship, Rabbi Gottlieb's book 
is highly recommended. 

Now to our second oft-recurring ritual; Shabbat, 
the Sabbath, the proverbial "Day of Rest." 

One is supposed to withdraw from work, com- 
merce, and trade in order to rest, pray, make love 
(Jews are commanded to make love on the Sabbath!), 
eat a festive meal, and contemplate, once again, the 
Great Mystery. Orthodox Jews will not even throw a 
light switch or turn on a stovetop burner, as such 
actions would constitute "work." Alas, they often 
leave the lights burning instead (a violation, perhaps 
of eco-kashrut?). To their great credit, the Orthodox 

continued on next page 
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Earth Tribe Religion 


by Jesse Wolf Hardin 

No doubt about it, we are a tribe. Although drawn 
from diverse racial and cultural backgrounds, and 
living in a multitude of different bioregions, we are 
marked by a sometimes painful sensitivity; by the 
habit of loving and listening to the Earth. A com- 
mon ancestry and heritage is no longer a guarantee 
of shared tribal values. We are a tribe when we share 
a common bodily as well as intellectual recognition 
of the sentient spirit in every element of the natural 
world, a tribe to the degree that we experience the 
living world in similar ways. We are a tribe in direct 
proportion to the loyalties we demonstrate both to 
each other and to the wildness that nourishes us. 
I'm talking not only about our immediate affinity 
groups and clans but also about the redneck who 
plants by the moon and refuses to sell-out to urban 
developers, and all children before 
the age of disenchantment, in alli- 
ance with the traditionalists of exist- 
ing indigenous peoples. We are mem- 
bers, as individuals, as families and as 
clan, members also with people we've 
never met, people who seem remark- 
ably familiar at first introduction. 

"And you shall know them by their 
eyes, " Susan Lowry dreamed. A dream 
that can be accessed by anyone in 
the tribe. As Roszak calls it, a "dream 
of the Earth." 

And like any tribe, whether determined by lineage 
or calling, we have developed ritual demonstrations 
of our priorities and appreciation. When repeated 
from gathering to gathering, one year after the next, 
these become traditions. Together the ethics, ritu- 
als, lifestyle and practice function as our tribal 
religion. This Earthen spirituality draws from the 
perspectives and vocabularies of deep ecology and 
bioregionalism, Sheldrake's new science and 
morphic resonance, pantheism and neoprimitivism, 
Taoism and Zen Buddhism, ecofeminism and pan- 
tribal shamanic practice, European and Amerindian 
world-views, and the veneration of the living Earth 
from the Dark Mother of Africa to the disturbingly 
conscious Gaia of Lovelock's wildest dreams. Yet for 
all its cultural and philosophical associations, the 
primary formative influence and motivating force 
behind Earthen Spirituality remains the personal, 
subjective experiences of its adherents. These in- 
clude a person's resurfacing instincts, interpreted as 
a call to awareness and action; their empathy with 
some childhood piece of paradise covered over with 
asphalt; nightmares of all species banished into 
extinction along with human liberty and humanity's 
rightful place in Nature; dreams of a happier, more 
authentic existence for themselves; the desperation 
of feeling trapped in rote habit and imposing sched- 
ule; the escstasy inherent in day-to-day physical 
sensation, and the blissful satori arising from an 
experience of oneness with what is most certainly 
Gaian will. 

Even the most anti-"woo-woo" pragmatists, when 
pressed for what drives them, will usually cite a very 
qualitative, emotional sense of connection and/or 
loss. Both dumpster-diving anarchists and insu- 
lated academics, once physically placed in wild 


Nature, away from television, traffic and conversa- 
tion, usually experience that energetic "something" 
which includes us but is greater than us. One who is 
uncomfortable with the concept of "good for the 
soul," may refer to their response as being "gut 
level," or cloak it in layers of intellectual abstrac- 
tion, referring to their "adventures" in third-person 
in an effort to distance themselves from the reality 
of spiritual epiphany. For all the pitfalls of religious 
institutions and their intractable dogma, it remains 
true that our Visions are gifts, our highest insights 
are revelations not conclusions. Such epiphany 
comes with our deepest relationship with the Earth, 
an intimate knowing of the whole by relating in- 
tensely to a particular place. It comes only to those 
who have quieted their minds, opened up to the 
instructions of Nature-embodied Spirit, and learned 
to feel in place, at home, indigenous. 


Hope for the continuation of life as we know it will 
depend on the individuals of every race learning to 
bond with the physical and inspirited place we call 
home. In this pursuit, it's important that we look to 
the elder peoples of whatever continent we live on 
for inspiration, but there is danger in those of mixed 
blood idolizing and mimicking Aboriginal shamans, 
Hourani dream-masters, or Lakota healers. 

While the cosmologies of Amerindians can serve 
as positive models of relating to this land, appro- 
priation of Indian ritual and vocabulary can be 
counterproductive for those descended from Vi- 
kings and Celts. The practitioners of Earthen Spiri- 
tuality need to tap the deepest wells of their inher- 
ited traditions, then move on to direct interaction 
with the Spirits of place, free of the mediation of 
annoited priests, creating new rituals as they go 
along, founding a religion without rules or walls. 
We are respondants to the pleas and pointers of the 
natural world, a tribe honoring in small groups the 
"Great Mystery" that can be felt but never ad- 
equately named, that can be tasted and even tested, 
but never tamed. 

It's been shown over and over that unless there is 
a change in people's hearts as well as heads, that 
unless the swelling human population reverts to a 
deep ecological experiencing of the the world we are 
an inseparable part of we can't expect any legislative 
or political gains to last. Laws protecting wild- 
lands — laws enacted and enforced by the same cor- 
porate and governmental system active in the de- 
struction and degradation of those wildlands — can 
never substitute for reverence on the part of the 
people such laws purport to govern. Likewise, with 
the necessary change in heart and in spiritual world- 
view, in how we perceive and thus act upon the 


world, laws would be both superfluous and intoler- 
able, and no boundaries would be needed to protect 
healthy wilderness from a rewilded humankind. 
Human and planet mutually healed, human and 
planet made whole again. 

While religion has been used as an escape from 
the responsibilities of realpolitik, it remains that 
Spirit and manifestation, intent and action, are as 
indivisible as mind and body, light and dark, life 
and death. I have little hope for any well-intended 
activity devoid of spirituality, or, for that matter, 
any spiritual system that fails to manifest itself as 
resistance to the degradation of this sacred Earth, as 
celebration of its inevitable survival and irrepress- 
ible dance. In Earthen Spirituality, every second is a 
decisive moment, and we are responsible to both 
what we do, and what we fail to do. Earthen Spiritu- 
ality makes no promises of an easy, painless or 
practical cure. It s rewards are more 
immediate and subjectively realized 
than that. It's not about leaving the 
body but finding it, not transcen- 
dence but reinhabitation, heaven 
within Earth, paradise in present time. 
In Earthen Spirituality one taps their 
honest pain for real power, rather 
than giving their lives over to the 
avoidance of discomfort. One treats 
every breath as a unique gift, every 
bite of food a flavor-filled commun- 
ion wafer, every glimpse of love the 
touch of Earth-bound angels. 

There is nothing to fear from this Earth-centered 
religiosity, from the instinctually directed forms 
making swirling order out of what we were sure was 
"chaos." Unlike the major religions of our time, an 
Earthen Spirituality promotes celebratory existence, 
full individual and cultural freedom in combina- 
tion with reverence for life, diversity and the quality 
we call wildness. Real deep ecology is found in 
Arne's clinging to the sides of alpine cliffs like a 
lover, not in his voluminous footnotes. Our spiritu- 
ality is the child saddened by the sight of a butterfly 1 
bounced off a windshield onto the shoulder of some 
numbered road, and an old woman finding reason 
to go on living in the slow unfolding of a window- 
box flower. Earthen Spirituality is a sermon-scream 
let out by falcons feeding on pigeons in downtown 
New York City, the spontaneous living prayers of 
outlaw dandelions erupting in the cracks of every 
aging sidewalk, a liturgy recorded in the spiraling 
reggae of the DNA helix and the twisting samba-line 
of ants ascending a gnarled cottonwood. It's only 
commandments are "written in stone" in the many 
"rocks of ages," a testament in limestone, granite 
and quartz, a demonstration of and demand for 
authenticity and substance, the weight of commit- 
ment to place. The rocks say, "Be real. Be here. Be 
beautiful. Shhh... like this!" 

That's the message of Earthen Spirituality, the mes- 
sage gifted to our purposeful tribe: "Let our lives be our 
prayer. Let all that's good come from this prayer." 

Wolf coedits Talking Leaves: A Journal of Earthen 
Spirituality, available from: D.E.E.P., 1430 Willamette, 
#367, Eugene, OR 97401. His new new novel The 
Kokopelli Seed is said to be "making waves".... 
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also refuse to drive cars on the Sabbath. 

Social critics have commented that 
the very need for a separate day of rest 
and prayer shows the bifurcation be- 
tween the hunting/gathering cultures 
and the agrarian cultures that spawned 
the Hebrew tribes — that hunter/gath- 
erers didn't need to set aside such a 
day because their lives were intrinsi- 
cally better-balanced. 

It is a tenet among Jewish mystics 
that the great task of healing among 
humankind is to expand Shabbat out- 
ward, to stretch it from one to two, 


then three days, and so on, until one 
is living permanently in a state of 
Shabbat. According to some Jewish 
commentators, this will bringthe long- 
promised Messiah, who will come — 
can only come — precisely when she is 
no longer needed. 

What would such a state mean? It 
would mean pulling back from the 
hurlyburly of the "global economy." 
It would mean more walks and bike 
rides. Taking money much less seri- 
ously. (One is not supposed to buy or 
sell on Shabbat.) It would mean long 


meals and more lovemaking and a 
total reordering of human priorities as 
we now know them. It would mean 
keeping the TV off. 

It would be subversive. 

So, in Jewish ritual, we have one day 
out of every seven where we are asked 
to unplug and pull back and be Fully 
Present for a moment. And we are 
asked, if possible — slowly at first, if 
need be — to expand that present-ness, 
that centeredness, until we are whole 
again. 

And when we are all whole, so too 
will be the earth. 

* * * 


The following books were a great 
help in writing this article and are 
strongly recommended: 

Judaism and Ecology (New York: 
Hadassah, 1993) 

Kaufman, Elisheva, Jewish Earthways 
(available from the author: 5 North 
Street, Montpelier, VT 05602) 

Gottlieb, Lynn, She Who Dwells 
Within (San Francisco: Harper San 
Francisco, 1995) 

Schachter-Shalomi, Reb Zalman, 
Paradigm Shift (Northvale: Aronson, 
1993) 

To Till and To Tend (New York: Coa- 
lition on the Environment and Jewish 
Life) 
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H 


igh up in the San Juans of 
Colorado, in a clearing 
among the mixed coni- 
fers and ponderosa pine, 
Ramon, another Old Fart for Wild- 
ness, confronted me with the ques- 
tion "Do you agree that the environ- 
mental stance of the Bible is second to 
none?" "Yes," I nodded emphatically. 

Considering the behavior of most 
who call themselves Christians, and 
the legacy of Western civilization, such 
an affirmation must seem ludicrous. 
But the stories from the Hebrew Bible, 
and the ethical tenets put forth by the 
initiator of Christianity, Jesus, a Jew, 
are deeply radical and do not fit com- 
fortably with our present way of see- 
ing things. Bill McKibben observes that 
these stories are "equally unpalatable 
to the left and to the right, and simply 
maddening to the middle." The over- 
whelming ecological relevance and 
synchrony of biblical principles has 
been overlooked, much more than 
can be dealt with here. 

When asked what he thought of 
Christianity, Mahatma Ghandi's re- 
sponse, that it would be a "good idea, " 
not only implied that it was not prac- 
ticed, but that if it were, the world 
would be a better place. Instead, West- 
ern "Judeo-Christian" civilization is 
now identified with imperialism, eco- 
nomic predation, violence, the en- 
slavement of women and people of 
color, the genocide of non-Christian 
people and the development of world- 
wide markets for opium, heroin, co- 
caine, alcohol, tobacco, coffee and 
other addictive drugs. Christians have 
sinned by promoting sexism, racism, 
fanatical nationalism and other evils 
in the name of Christ. As Isaiah warned, 
we have allowed house to be joined to 
house, field unto field, until there is no 
room for anyone else. God's creation 
is groaning under our weight. The 
world has become a toilet. All "Praise 
the Lords" and "Happy Faces" take on 
a demonic quality as toxins rise and 
species fall silent. 

Lovers of God's creation since Noah 
have been aware of the impending 
crisis. "Voices crying in the wilder- 
ness" were either burned at the stake 
or co-opted by being made saints (wit- 
ness the birdbath Francis of Assisi). 

"No one is aware that Christian 
environmentalism has been active in 
the US for more than a century, going 
back to the late 19th century when 
preachers of the Social Gospel move- 
ment first became conscious of the 
vanishing buffalo herds and defores- 
tation," laments Marshall Massey, a 
Deep Ecology Quaker. Despite bril- 
liant leaders, such as John Muir and 
Liberty Hyde Baily (who coined the 
term "biocentric” in 1915!), the early 
religious environmental movement 
was unable to communicate its values 
to the mainstream church. Muir 
started the Sierra Club and we can 
only gnash our teeth about what hap- 
pened to his vision. More recently, 
Christian environmentalists have 
been excluded from theological dia- 
logue, trivialized, dismissed as pan- 
theistic or branded, like Rachel 
Carson, as communists. 

Since the first Earth Day in 1970, 
however, the mainline religious com- 
munity has increasingly joined the 
movement to save the environment. 
One body of Christians, with Thomas 
Berry and Sir Miriam McGillis in the 
vanguard, takes a more spiritual ap- 
proach, telling the new sacred story 
in light of what has been discovered 
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by Udo Wald 

by science. The implication is that we 
have become the mind of the universe 
since we can reflect on it. It empha- 
sizes the mystery of God in creation, 
an egalitarian place of humanity in 
creation, and our stewardship respon- 
sibility as co-creators. Traditional sac- 
raments and earth rituals celebrate 
this mystical union. 

Another group is apologetic, dress- 
ing up the environmental agenda with 
scriptural quotes. I value their efforts, 
but one has to jump through a lot of 
hoops to deduce love-of-creation from 
Calvin's utilitarian approach. Their 
model is stewardship. Ron Sider, a 
prominent evangelical theologian, 
writes in an otherwise very sympa- 


thetic essay, that "human beings alone 
have been given special dominion, or 
stewardship. If one abandons that 
truth, the whole project of civilization 
crumbles." As it should! It is a failed 
experiment, bankrupt. Jesus asked us 
to be born again, to move through the 
experience of this death-culture and 
participate in the life everlasting, 
which is at hand now. Repent! 

We need also to embrace the Chris- 
tian virtue of frugality. "Living simply, 
that others may simply live," assures 
everyone and everything equal access 
to God's abundance. "All our relations, " 
that wonderful phrase indigenous 
people use to define the "neighbor" we 
are to love, means that nothing exists 
merely as a resource for others; that 
animals have an intrinsic right to live; 
that the forests are not only a source of 
oxygen and wild plants, from which 
we extract miracle cures, but have a 
right to life on their own; that we don't 
hold off species extinction just so our 
grandchildren have an opportunity to 
see rare and interesting creatures, but 
for the species' own sake. 

Frugality counsels us to limit our 
numbers. Of all the commandments 
given by God, one can assuredly say 
that we have obeyed "Be fruitful and 
multiply." So much so, Bill McKibben 
suggests in his most recent book The 
Comforting Whirlwind, that we should 
declare a holiday and take that com- 
mandment off the list of things to do. 

Living frugally is among the most 
sacred and subversive actions one can 
take. It denies authority to the false 
idols materialism and money, and 
undermines their worship, mindless 
consumerism. Episcopal Bishop Bill 


Swing declares the role of the Church 
to be counter-culture, for our culture 
is worshipping such false idols. To 
quote Bill McKibben, "The act of buy- 
ing a BMW must become one of shame, 
not an occasion for joy and pride." 
Tony Campolo, a courageous prophet 
in the fundamentalist camp, asks, 
"What is so important for me to have 
that I am willing to sacrifice the future 
of my children and grandchildren in 
order to get it?" 

The ideals of loving your neighbor 
as yourself, eschewing false idols, 
avoiding pride and living simply are 
fundamentally ecological, but not lim- 
ited to Christianity. They are central 
to most faiths. Christians are addi- 
tionally commissioned 
to proclaim the presence 
of God at hand and to 
repent, to heal the sick 
and to drive out demons. 
Demons are defined as 
principalities, powers 
and world rulers. Multi- 
national corporations 
certainly fall into that 
category. In the Gospel 
of John, Jesus promises 
that his disciples will do 
greater works than he! 
But to do that we have 
to pick up our cross and 
bear it. Like him, to ful- 
fill the law, we have to 
become the outlaws! 
Like him we have to 
cleanse the temple of the 
money changers. That's 
how prophecy works! Even the root 
form of "Hebrew" means outlaw. To 
defend and preserve the wild we have 
to foil what is "legal" and call for 
justice. For as we meet Christ without 
the other members of God's creation, 
he will ask us where they are. 

In his epistle, James exhorts, "Fools, 
would you not know that faith without 
deeds is useless?" Ed Abbey echoes that 
"sentiment without action is death to 
the soul." But the Buddhist tradition 
cautions us that "action without con- 
templation leads to destruction." That 
is why I have chosen Mark's bare-bones 
version of the beginning of Jesus' min- 
istry as the guiding text to read, medi- 
tate on, and contemplate. 

Jesus leaves his small home town in 
Galilee, answering the call of "a voice 
crying in the wilderness, " to repent and be 
baptized in the river Jordan... Living 
waters, not polluted, a pagan ritual if 
there ever was one; now we call it a 
sacrament and get to do it only once. 

...by John ... A prophet, dressed in 
camel skin, not a fur coat, eating lo- 
custs and wild honey, not exactly 
vegan, but definitely frugal and "off 
the land." He did this with pilgrims 
from all over Judea and even Jerusa- 
lem looking on. 

...AND AT ONCE, as he was coming 
out of the water, he saw the heaven tom 
apart, and the Spirit, like a dove, descend- 
ingon him... Amore macho God would 
have come at least like an eagle. 

...And a voice came from heaven, “You 
are my son, the Beloved, my favor rests on 
you. " Here it is, the Beloved, the love 
affair that God has with the Cosmos — 
including all of us. 

...AND A T ONCE, the Spirit drove him 


into the desert and he remained for forty 
days, and he was put to test by Satan. To 
find out what these temptations were 
we have to read Matthew or Luke: 

1) He refused to turn stones into bread, 
because man does not live by bread 
alone, just as man doesn't have to tear 
stones out of the earth to get at gold or 
uranium to benefit humankind; 

2) He refused to test God by violat- 
ing the laws of nature, just as we 
should not have the hubris to go be- 
yond God and create life forms by 
genetic engineering; 

3) He rejects the offer of political 
power and authority, as well as money, 
which the devil says are "his to give." 
Jesus does not even dispute that claim, 
teaching that those who hold political 
power, authority and money receive it 
from evil and depend on evil to keep it. 

He lived with the wild animals. Con- 
template that. Having rejected the 
temptation of power and money, he is 
able to accept the shalom of God, that 
peace which passes all understanding, 
and lives with the wild animals. 

As soon as Jesus returned from the 
desert, he went home to his syna- 
gogue in Nazareth and proclaimed the 
Jubilee year. When the synagogue 
heard this, everyone became enraged 
and they wanted to throw him off a 
cliff, on the town midden. The sacred 
and right relationship between the 
earth, God and the people of Israel is 
found in the laws regarding sabbatical 
and Jubilee years. The land must lay 
fallow, rest every seventh year. This is 
also true of the Jubilee year when all 
land seized as payment for debt is 
returned to its original owner. The 
message is clear: the earth is the Lord's; 
not individual property, not to be 
foreclosed, not to be consolidated into 
massive industrial agribusiness 
spreads; but rested to prevent soil ero- 
sion and chemical poisoning. Addi- 
tionally, the corners of a field were to 
be left uncut, trees and vineyards were 
not to be harvested a second time, the 
gleanings were to be left for the poor, 
the alien and by extension, other crea- 
tures. Today, environmental activists 
have had their homes burned down 
for merely asking that this right rela- 
tionship be restored. 

I proclaim with Martin Buber that 
"no one can be really devout in relation 
to God, if he is not devout toward His 
Creation, and that the love of God is 
unreal, unless it is crowned with love for 
one's fellow men." Can we fall in love 
with the mystery of "I am who I will be, " 
and with the Word made flesh? Can we 
return to the basic principles of our faith 
and support the changes needed to res- 
cue the earth? Should we, as John E. 
Carrol of the University of New Hamp- 
shire asks, "Stop calling ourselves Chris- 
tian?" No, but the world would be a 
better place if there were a few more 
Christians around. 

A mystic, Udo Wald lives in San Diego 
Baja Ecotopia, where he works as a sculp- 
tor. Notcontentwith contemplation alone 
he is also an Earth First! agitator, Catho- 
lic worker and co- founder of the Episcopal 
Environmental Council. He invites in- 
quiries to form an eco-prophetic commu- 
nity. Udo can be reached at Baja Ecotopia 
Earth First!, PO Box 33663, San Diego, 
CA 92163, phone (619)523-0899. 
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Ecological Spirituality 


by Bron Taylor 

"The Historical Roots of Our Ecologic Crisis," a 1967 
article by Lynn White, focused attention on the 
relationship between spirituality and ecology. White 
argued that by repressing animism and pantheism, 
promoting human-centeredness, a sense of sepa- 
rateness and superiority to the rest of nature, and by 
viewing wilderness as "cursed," Judaism and Chris- 
tianity are responsible for much of the West's anti- 
nature tendencies. As a remedy he urged Christians 
to appropriate St. Francis of Assisi's reverence for all 
life as a basis for a more ecological Christianity. In the 
subsequent twenty-five years, some Christians have 
begun developing spiritualities that break down the 
walls between humans and the non-human world. 
Others have turned to religions of the Far East, 
especially Buddhism and Taoism, for what they be- 
lieve are more nature beneficent spiritualities. Still 
others are drawn to, or inventing, pagan, pantheist, 
and animist spiritualities, which they often trace to 
the world views of primal people or the remnant 
indigenous peoples still in touch with nature. 

These developments have been made possible by 
the confluence of several streams: an increasing 
tolerance for and openness to religious pluralism 
(concomitant with the 1960s social upheavals), 
increasing understanding of the science of ecology, 
all combined with anxiety about the declining health 
of the planet's ecosystems. Perhaps most remark- 
able is the syncretistic creativity going into the 
development of new ecological spiritualities as we 
approach the next millennia. Now it is becoming 
possible to study the direction in which such spiri- 
tualities are going. 

Ecological spirituality first expresses the convic- 
tion that all reality is metaphysically interdepen- 
dent and interrelated. The planet's diverse species 
are related as kin, because they all evolved through 
the same process from the same single cell ancestor. 
Additionally, ecological spirituality either affirms 
nature as having sacramental value for humans, i.e. 
it mediates or symbolizes in some way the Grace of 
God (and/or the Goddess), or perceives nature itself 
to be sacred. In both cases, the preservation of 
nature is of spiritual significance. In the former case, 
the natural world represents or symbolizes some- 
thing essential about the character of the Divinity, 
while in the latter nature is intrinsically valuable 


because it is sacred, not because it is spiritually or 
materially useful to humans. Christians attempting 
to reform their faith in a more ecologically sensitive 
direction tend to view nature in the former way, as 
a sacrament. But in its more radical forms, some 
Christian ecological revisionism approaches the 
view more typically found in Pagan, Pantheistic, 
Animistic, and some Far Eastern religions — that 
nature itself is sacred. It should also be noted that 
although Deep Ecology (involving the view that 
natural systems are intrinsically valuable) is not 
always spiritually based, many, if not most. Deep 
Ecologists find their way to such a perspective 
through some form of nature-based spirituality. 

It is not unusual in US history for nature to serve 
as a decisive symbolic center for human religious 
experiences. Nor is it unusual for Pantheistic and/or 
animistic experiences to underlie the moral pas- 
sions of conservationists. What is unusual about the 
last two and a half decades is that (1) contemporary 
ecological science, including the "new Physics," 
acknowledges the sub-atomic relatedness of matter, 
thus buttressing a variety 
of religious sentiments 
formerly ridiculed; (2) 
partly because of # 1 , con- 
servationists have less 
fear that expressing such 
spiritual experiences and 
sentiments will be coun- 
terproductive; (3) some 
with such experiences are 
self-consciously develop- 
ing the arts — poetry, 
prose, music, dance, the- 
ater and the visual arts — 
weaving them anew into 
ritual performances de- 
signed to evoke and 
deepen human spiritual 
connections to the natu- 
ral world; and (4) 

"Transpersonal Ecol- 
ogy" or "Eco- psychol- 
ogy" is being developed 
which traces human 
neurosis to an alien- 
ation from nature, and 
which is beginning to 


prescribe guided imagery techniques, ritual, and 
therapy designed to promote the mystical reunion 
of the human spirit with the nature world. 

Uniting the diverse efforts to develop ecological 
spiritualities is the conviction that Western culture 
has lost its way spiritually, that this has devastating 
ecological consequences, that there are spiritual and 
ecological insights to be gained both by looking 
back — appropriating insights from the spiritual in- 
tuitions and lifeways of primal peoples — and looking 
forward, appropriating insights from science to the 
extent that it can illuminate the way to spiritual and 
ecological harmony. Through time spent in wilder- 
ness and through various forms of meditation and 
ritual, ancient and newly invented, we must 
"resacralize" our perception of the natural world. In 
essence, then, ecological spirituality has to do with 
healing the personal wounds which result from hu- 
man alienation from nature, and the planetary, eco- 
logical trauma that has resulted from this separation. 
Bron Taylor is Associate Professor of Religion and 
Social Ethics at the University of Wisconsin, Oshkosh. 
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Needed Catalyst or More Baggage? 


by Lynn Hamilton 

One day a month, I pick up garbage on the shores of coastal Georgia's 
barrier islands. These are the days I think about god. Not, as you might 
think, because of the insinuating beauty of southeastern marshes and thick 
canopies of oak and palm against cloudless blue skies. If nature could lead 
me into the arms of divine comfort, the golden isles certainly would. But, 
no, that's not what sets me meditating on a higher power. It's getting up at 
seven on a Saturday morning. When my alarm goes off, interrupting that 
luscious REM cycle, I really need some long-haired patriarch, looking faintly 
like Uncle Bill, or some goddess looking faintly like me, only more awake 
and with weeds in her hair. I need to believe that something else is out there 
besides the beer cans, pop bottles, and gasoline jugs I'm gonna be rooting 
around in. So I completely understand why radical environmentalists have 
revived paganism. Direct action requires a lot of energy, and believing in a 
support group of overseeing spirits does make it easier to get yourself out of 
bed and over to an action where you might be arrested or to a beach choked 
with garbage. 

Paganism is all the rage. Sorry, EFlers, you are not alone in having redis- 
covered the goddess. Marion Zimmer Bradley introduced her to a whole 
generation of 17-year-old girls in 1985 when she published Mists of Avalon. 
Just today, I saw a sign advertising a rock group named "Pagan Jug." Never- 
theless, it is not my purpose to denigrate pagan ecology or any other reli- 
gious ecology. I have been wondering, though: sometimes you need god, 
but should you invent him? 

I think a lot about the "Contract of Ardra" episode of Star Trek in which 
the people of a faraway planet make, so they think, a contract with a god- 
dess named Ardra to give them 1000 years of peace, social equity, and 


environmental purity. It's a sort of Faustian deal — buy now, pay later. After 
their millenium, she will own them, lock, stock, and planet. Of course, they 
themselves still have to do all the hard work of establishing peace, cleaning 
up, and eliminating social injustices. A thousand years later, when they 
have the desired peace, justice, and clean air (entirely through their own 
efforts), a woman calling herself Ardra comes along to claim possession of 
the planet under their contract. Captain Picard arrives at about this point. 
There's something about this "Ardra" he doesn't like. Attempting to break 
their iron-clad superstitions, he asks the natives a series of questions. "Did 
Ardra write any laws?" "Did she organize any clean-ups?" "Did she," he asks 
with exasperation, "even pick up one, single piece of garbage?" The answer, 
of course, is no. The people of the faraway planet are, of course, us. The 
problem is: Ardra may have motivated them to face the formidable task of 
recovering their planet, but their belief in the literal truth of her leaves them 
vulnerable to an impostor. Myths are better when you understand they are 
myths. In the final analysis, god isn't going to do it for you; you have to roll 
up your sleeves and do it yourself. And that is why, having worked as hard 
as I have to free myself of the hang-ups and senseless restrictions of the 
religion in which I was raised, I don't think I'll be taking up another. 

Richard Wilbur wrote a wonderful poem, "Love Calls Us To the Things of 
This World" in which the soul of a waking man hovers outside his body, 
reluctant to go back, wishing the laundry on the line were angels instead of 
sheets. As he wakes up, though, he recovers his love of the "hunks and 
colors" of worldly things. Religion invalidates the beauty of the waves and 
trees and wild places. It says these things are not perfect as they are, that 
some spirit world is needed underneath to jazz it all up. It suggests that 
something is missing, that the oceans, forests, and mountains are not 
enough. And they should be enough. They are enough. 
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Rafter Rocks Salt River Rapid 

by Kristin Atwell 



Quartzite Falls at Class V+: a reversal 
wave to have nightmares about 


Late in 1993, eight men blasted out a ledge at 
Quartzite Falls in Arizona's Salt River Canyon Wil- 
derness. Their goal was to do what the Forest Service 
hadn't: ease bottlenecks of boaters waiting to por- 
tage the rapid. There are some parallels between 
these saboteurs and the Oklahoma City terrorists. 
Their explosive recipes were basically the same: fuel 
and fertilizer. Both took their grievances with the 
government into their own hands. They were all 
charged with destruction of federal property by 
means of an explosive. But the "Quartzite Eight" 
were motivated by stupidity, not ideology. If they 
had a message it would be the one we've been 
hearing since the invention of the wheel: progress 
without limits, convenience at any price. 
Quartzite Falls 

In 1984, the US Congress recognized the value of 
wind-planted Saguaro, active eagle's nests, and one 
of the last free-flowing rivers, by establishing the 
Salt River Canyon Wilderness Area. But a workable 
river management system to fulfill the wilderness 
objectives of primitive recreation, solitude, and 
inspiration while granting access for a growing 
sport, remained elusive. 

At Quartzite Falls, the 120-foot wide Upper Salt 
River gets crammed into a 60-foot wide chasm. The 
rapid's first drop is negotiable, but the second was 
capped by an unforgiving hydraulic keeper hole 
which had been known to stop and hold every- 
thing from cows to rafts as big as Buicks. Boaters 
used to spend either a few hours portaging boats 
and gear over steep, slick ledges around the rapid; 
lining their empty boats through; or a few seconds 
running it. To run the rapid was to risk being 
recirculated in Quartzite's keeper hole indefinitely. 
Negotiating Quartzite was the ultimate test of 
boating skills and judgment. 

The Making of a Falls 

Quartzite Falls was a gleam in the eye of the 
Mazatal Orogeny, which folded, faulted and meta- 
morphosed some 460 million years before the 
explosion of flora and fauna on the planet. The 
ancestors of the Upper Salt's native fish, the Sonoran 
sucker, Colorado squawfish, and bonytail chub 
came first. Fast forward 300 million years and 
Mama Earth squeezes out reptiles like the dia- 
mondback rattler that dwells in the Sonoran desert 
region of the Salt River Canyon. Another 150 
million years and the winged ancestors of the 
Southwest's great blue heron, belted kingfisher, 
white-throated swift and turkey buzzard appear. 
Another 50 million, and up pop flowering plants: 
yucca, biting catclaw, mesquite and juniper. Some 
tilting, some uplift, add 64 million years, and the 
Salt River drainage system evolves, minus one 
ingredient. Man shows up to the party about one 
and a half million years late, figures out how to 
navigate the river, then alters the work of eternity. 
Slob Boaters 

By making a runable rapid, the Quartzite Eight 
implemented a "lowest-common-denominator 
management plan" and opened up river use to a 
wider cross-section of boaters. The destruction of 
Quartzite Falls demoted the rapid from a class V+ 
(on a scale where class VI is suicide) to a fun, class III 
ride. That accessibility shift was enough of a an 
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environmental threat to force the Tonto National 
Forest to implement a river usage permit lottery. 

It seems the higher the water, the stronger the 
wilderness ethic. The low water of the 1994 season 
brought hordes of new boaters to the Salt. They left 
fire rings, dumped coals in the river and defecated 
on the beaches. Somehow "pack it in, pack it out" 
failed to take hold in their confused brains. It is the 
uneducated slob boater that the Quartzite Eight 
enabled to travel the entire canyon. 

And it was slob blasting that sealed the Quartzite 
Eight's legal coffins. If the high water they were 
counting on had washed the evidence into Lake 
Roosevelt, or if the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms had only found a fuse, some duct tape and 
two zillion chunks of faded pink quartz, the crimi- 
nals may have remained anonymous. But Nature 
didn't cooperate and the BATF found a half burnt 
K4-P box. Investigation yielded only two purchasers 
of "4-pound Kinepouch binary high explosives" in 
1993: the Arizona Department of Transportation 
and a Mr. Richard Scott. 

Pat Blumm, owner of Desert Voyagers rafting 
company, was initially suspected of financing the 
demolition because of his persistent complaint: 
Tonto NF kept a tight leash on commercial outfit- 
ters' river use, but no restraints on private boaters. 
However, Blumm's customer capacity is limited 
by the number of user days the Tonto NF awards 
him each season, not by how many spots he can 
sell. Therefore, the removal of the rock wouldn't 
increase his business. Polygraph tests proved 
Blumm didn't finance or initiate the covert ac- 
tion. But Desert Voyagers' weekend trips would 
benefit some from running Quartzite easily be- 
cause they would not be delayed at the Falls. The 
guide of those weekend trips, Ken "Taz" Stoner, 
plotted the destruction. 

Quartzite's Courts 

"We did the Forest Service a huge favor," asserts 
Stoner. The Eight testified that they were motivated 
by recent drownings to remove a hazard and ulti- 
mately save lives. At worst, they thought they'd be 
cited for mining without a permit. But they broke 
federal statutes to the tune of 5-20 years in jail and 
a maximum of $250,000 in fines. 

Stoner argued that environmentalists overreacted 
because, from an engineering standpoint, they suc- 
cessfully blew a waterway. "We could have made a 
pond in there, " says Stoner. "Instead we did surgery. 
We did our first blast then it was always just a little 
bit more, not too much, just enough to make a slot. " 

"I don't see why the special designation of wilder- 
ness gives us no right," says Richard Scott, who 
executed the blasts. "To me a drowning is a drown- 
ing." Kayaker Mike Stamps rebounds, "Either you 
know your skill level or you go with someone who 
does, or you don't go there." Ranger Carl Taylor 
agrees, "I feel it was done for convenience, nothing 
loftier. In my opinion more people will drown 
because now the fear is gone." 



Stoner at Quartzite Falls — if you see this man, notify the 
US Attorney's office at the District of Arizona, 
230 1st Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85025. 



Quartzite "Falls" at Class III: Stoner's "lowest-common- 


denominator" management program 

Damage Done 

The blasting comes at a time when America's "... 
rivers are threatened by flood-control projects in 
the Midwest, mining and logging in the Rockies, 
hydropower dams in the Pacific Northwest, sewage 
in eastern urban centers, and agricultural runoff in 
the South." ( Arizona Republic, April 19, 1995). De- 
struction of an area that had already been set aside 
to remain wild hits beneath the belt. By taking a bite 
out of the river in order to keep a schedule, Stoner 
has become the "anti-Hayduke." 

Before the rise of environmental activism, the 
destruction of Quartzite Falls would have been a 
loss, but not a prosecuted offense. Blossom Bar on 
the Rogue River in Oregon and Ring of Fire rapid on 
West Virginia's Gualey River were "legally" blown 
for recreational and financial benefits. And in the 
late 1970s, Salmon Falls on Idaho's Main Salmon 
was dynamited by jet boaters so they could drive 
upstream. The incident was half-heartedly investi- 
gated, but no charges were ever filed. 

After the first known drowning at Quartzite in 
1969, Tonto NF thought about destroying the Falls, 
but decided to educate boaters with a detailed river 
map. Ranger Taylor insists that even after two 1993 
drownings, blasting the Falls was not a manage- 
ment option. His opinion is: "Congestion at Quartz- 
ite was the problem, not Quartzite." 

Of course, humans are not the only ones affected 
by the destruction. Arizona State University Zool- 
ogy Professor W. Minckley thinks the ledge at Quartz- 
ite was a natural barrier to introduced catfish and 
bass coming upstream from Lake Roosevelt. Whether 
Quartzite held swift-water dunces back or not, na- 
tive chub and suckers are in rapid decline. 

Prosecutor Paul Charleton says stiff fines and jail 
terms will deter others from tailoring wilderness to 
suit personal whims. He promised, "the federal 
government will come down and come down hard," 
on wilderness violators (just those who don't turn a 
profit?). But three of the Quartzite Eight will slip 
their felony charges by successfully completing 120 
hours of community service. James Lewus, who 
helped on two of the five blasting trips, was given a 
$6,000 fine and 36 months of probation. Christo- 
pher Meehl was also put on probation but not fined. 
His brother Michael, who hiked in three times, got 
three months in a work-release rehabilitation pro- 
gram, a $ 1 5,000 fine, and had his truck impounded. 
Richard Scott, the blasting engineer, was sentenced 
to a year and one day in prison, slapped with a 
$15,000 fine and, along with Lewus and Meehl, is 
responsible for $75,000 in restitution — none of 
which will help the Salt River Canyon. 

Banning Stoner from ever running another river 
seems an appropriate sentence, but he failed to 
appear in court. He disappeared after cashing a 
$25,000 home equity loan and committing bank 
fraud. Rumors say he's fled to Costa Rica, Canada, 
Australia, and of course, Oklahoma City. As of June, 
1995, Stoner is at large and no river is safe. 

Kristin Atwell is making an documentary about 
Quartzite Falls and, admittedly, is in love with the 
river. If you have knowledge or photos of other 
rivers being destroyed with explosives please con- 
tact her at Concentric Media, PO Box 1414, Menlo 
Park, CA 94026. 


photo by Ranger Pete Weinel 



Bear Watch Sabs Spring Bear Hunt 


by Tofu Pup 

The end of the spring rain marks the beginning of 
black bear hunting season throughout British Co- 
lumbia. It is a time when bears groggily tread from 
their dens to meadows and tidal estuaries in search 
of the grasses that clear their hibernation weary 
stomachs and sleepy heads. The bears are slow, like 
many humans before their morning coffee, and are 
easy targets for hunters. This year, Bear Watch was 
awake and alert before the bears and the hunters, 
ready to interfere in any attempted bear kill on 
Vancouver Island. 

Equipped with air horns, boats, binoculars and 
survey sheets, hunt saboteurs spent every day in 
April, May and half of June cruising Clayoquot 
Sound in search of bears or hunters. Barely able to 
ignore the constant sound of logging trucks and 
helicopters, activists in small motor boats managed 
to stop almost every fisherman, whale watcher and 
scuba diver who entered the south Sound. Word 
traveled fast; hunters heard that no bears would be 
killed in south Clayoquot Sound in 1 995, and amaz- 
ingly enough, none were. 

While many people stayed at base camp in the 
south Sound, a few of us traveled north to join local 
activists in the Port McNeill/Gold River/Port Hardy 
area of Vancouver Island. The north end of the 
Island presented quite a different hunt sabbing 
scenario. Instead of using boats and base camps, we 
undertook a hotel/car-oriented hunt sab encom- 
passing the vast and ever-expanding network of 
logging roads. Trying to sabotage the hunt pre- 
sented a logistical nightmare. With three towns and 
thousands of kilometers of logging roads to watch, 
we were spread very thin. 

By mid-spring, however, what would become a 
powerful and controversial hunt sabotage was well 
underway. One bear hide had already been liberated 
and given to the local native peoples. 

The main Vancouver Island hunt is a large scale 


operation, run by Zarco Wildlife Inc. This spring, chanting. By the looks on their faces it was obvious 
the company planned to kill 10-12 bears a week, they understood and were afraid. People don't pay 
with local outfitter David Fyfe guiding foreign hunt- to hunt unless they are having fun. 
ers. These hunters pay big bucks for the thrill of And so began the most successful sign holding 
slaughtering barely-awake bears from logging roads, campaign I've ever been a part of. We held signs at 

Hunt saboteurs were asked to dig deep into their the airport. We held signs at hotels and restaurants, 

souls and let the bear spirit enter us, to feel the anger But most importantly, we held signs on the logging 

and the pain and get creative. With passion and roads. Every day, hunt sabbers followed the hunters 

fortitude, we did just that. Rather than be reactive out to the clearcuts where the kills happen. Yelling, * 
like the maverick hide liberator, Bear Watch de- filming, chanting and occasionally stepping be- 
dded to be proactive and try to save bears before tween guns and bears saved many a burly beast from 
they were shot. An elaborate stake-out and under- ending up mounted on some bonehead's living 
cover scheme was devised. room wall. 

Days were spent in hotels and campgrounds, These tactics proved to be extremely effective, but 
waiting and studying the habits and patterns of the unfortunately, many black bears were still killed, 
bad guys. Mike Mease was put on "the inside" to On a happy note, though, David Fyfe wants out of 
watch and hopefully document the atrocities perpe- the outfitting business. Fyfe was heard saying to a 

trated by Zarco. [See "Undercover," front page ] With hunt saboteur, "You guys are like the bogeyman. 

James Bondian stealth, we carefully observed Mike, Every time I turn around, there you are." 
the hunters and the guides. We sat and watched and We will be back next year. Trophy hunting will be 

learned. stopped. 

After a few short, tense days, 
the undercover operation was 
over. We were now fully in- 
formed, completely frustrated 
at seeing bears killed, and ready 
to stop the hunters any way 
necessary. We decided a full 
frontal attack was our best strat- 
egy. We informed David Fyfe 
and his lackeys that their days 
of peaceful, uninterrupted 
hunting were over. We ex- 
plained, politely of course, that 
we would follow the hunter's 
every waking moment. From 
the time they got off the plane 
for their "safari hunts" until 
the second they left to return 
home, we would be there, hold- 
ing signs, taking pictures and 



Undercover.. . 

continued from the front page 

in the woods, I have never seen any- tures around the world. She said they 
thing quite like this, but the bear, still had a trophy room at home full of 
groggy from hibernation, just looked stuffed monuments of every wild ani- 
up at me and went straight back to mal (endangered or not) in Africa, 
eating. I, on the other hand, had hit Alaska, the Yukon and British Colum- 
myself in the head with the scope of bia. She added that she hoped her 
the rifle and was bleeding everywhere, husband only killed one bear this hunt 
After about ten minutes of wiping blood because they were out of space in their 
out of my eyes, Mr. Fyfe again began trophy room (cemetery). These types 
telling me to shoot the bear. of hunters are often Safari Club mem- 

Once again my shaking and heavy bers, a hunting club that travels the 
breathing started as I took aim at this world to kill exotic species, 
unconcerned bear. Another shot over We returned to the same clearcut 
its head got the same response. David and the cattle baron killed the bear 
then suggested that we hike in closer to that I had tried to warn with my three 
the bear and try again. When we got missed shots. While the man from 
within 30 yards of the bear, and David Kansas watched the guide skin the 
lined my gun up on top of a stump, all bear he kept asking about the bear's 
I had to do was pull the trigger. After dip stick. The dip stick is a bear's penis 
my third "miss," we decided that I bone. Allegedly, part of the Safari 
needed to take a break and reconsider Club's annual games entail a "penis 
my ability to kill a bear. On our way pool." After hunting season, a gather- 
home for lunch, we made a quick stop, ing is held where penis bones are lav- 
Fyfe pitched out rotting bear meat from ishly displayed and sized. The hunter 
an earlier hunt into the woods. with the largest penis bone wins the 

Lunch time featured me as the main big dick bucks, 
course of humor and harassment. Their The following day everyone in our 

plans of making me man enough to group of four hunters, excluding my- 
kill a bear consisted of Fyfe showing self, shot a bear. A man from Texas, 
me pictures of his 10-year old son with with only one tag and permit, shot 
his trophy bear, bragging of his in- two bears in one day. The cattle baron 
credible 150-yard shot. The plan then from Kansas, on bear number two, 
turned to having me watch someone shot the largest bear of the week in the 
else kill a bear. Their choice was a ass. It ran away never to be retrieved, 
cattle baron from Kansas who even On day three, we discovered that a 
brought his wife to watch his manly freezer containing four bear hides had 
act of killing a bear. His wife told me been stolen. The stolen hides repre- 
about her husband's hunting adven- sented a loss of approximately $12,000 


dollars to Zarco Wildlife. Fyfe angrily joyment hunters receive from hunt- 

declared that they now had to kill four ing is said to be the time spent in the 

more bears and that they were going woods. Driving around in 4X4 trucks 

to bring in as many hunters as they and shooting bears in clearcuts does 

could to get revenge by killing even not constitute an outdoor experience, 

more bears. The Texan said the sabo- Canadians beware! Hunters from 
teurs must have had someone on the around the world are coming for a 

inside. As I was the only one in the week's vacation to your beautiful coun- 
party not having lost a bear hide, he try. They are leaving with body bags 

might as well have pointed at me. filled with two black bears, maybe a 
With the increasingly suspicious grizzly, a few endangered salmon, a 

atmosphere, I began plotting my way wolf or two, lovely caribou and 

out. At the hotel, I called Mike Chain everyone's future. Let your outrage 

and David Fyfe to my room. They toward the trophy hunting industry 

knew I was having trouble with being be heard! 

"man enough" to kill a bear, and I told Please feel free (or obligated) to con- 

them with all of the protest to the tact Zarco Wildlife Inc. through Mike 

killing, I was not comfortable doing it. Chain/Backwoods Hunts at 1 1 600 SE 

They bought the story and within 44, Oklahoma City, OK 73150, (405) 

minutes I had Port McNeill in the rear 737-8070, fax (405) 741-8224. Call 

view mirror. and book your own (bogus) kill. 

The hunt itself cost $3000 American The Namgis Nation, the First Na- 

dollars plus $210 more for Canadian tions people of the region, oppose all 
tax and $260 Canadian dollars for the hunting that does not involve utiliza- 
license and tag, all of which had to be tion of animals for sustenance. They 
paid in cash or money order. This also support Bear Watch in their en- 
money was received by Mike Chain, deavors to halt trophy hunting. Four 
the head booking agent for Zarco Wild- bear hides were recently anonymously 
life Inc. based in Oklahoma. Chain delivered to the Nation, 
has no work permit in Canada. The For more information on this inhu- 
owner of Zarco- is Juan Ramon mane slaughter, contact Bear Watch at 
Zaragoza, registered in Laredo, Texas. Box 405, Ganges PO, Salt Springs Island, 
In addition to owning one-third of BC Canada V8K 2W1, (800) 836-5501. 
Vancouver Island's hunting rights, Mike Mease does guerrilla media for 
Zarco also offers safari hunts in Africa, Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers. CMCR is an 
South and Central America and other environmental group focused on exposing 
parts of North America. hidden truths from around the world. Con- 

Hunters need to take a stand against tact them atPO Box 7941, Missoula, MT 
trophy hunting. If you are not hunt- 59807, phone/fax (406) 728-0867. For 
ing to feed your family, you have no the dates/locations of CMCR’s "Create 
right to kill an animal. The main en- Your Own Media" roadshow, see page 34. 
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DEAR NED LUDD 

DEAR NED LUDD is a regular feature in the Earth First! Journal for discussion of creative means 

OF EFFECTIVE DEFENSE AGAINST THE FORCES OF INDUSTRIAL TOTALITARIANISM. NEITHER THE EARTH FIRST! 
MOVEMENT NOR THE EARTH FlRST! JOURNAL NECESSARILY ENCOURAGE ANYONE TO DO ANY OF THE THINGS 

discussed in Dear Ned Ludd. 



Eco-consumer Guide to Night Vision Devices 


With the downfall of the Soviet Union and the 
cash-strapped Russians selling anything that isn't 
nailed down, night vision equipment originally 
designed for the Soviet military has become 
widely available in this country at bargain base- 
ment prices. These devices utilize the "passive" 
technology of "image intensification." In other 
words, rather than use a light source invisible to 
the human eye, like infrared, and convert it into 
visible light, this state-of-the-art technology 
amplifies the existing light many thousands of 
times, making it possible to see in the night. 

Some of these devices are of low quality and 
early technology and not worth the prices asked, 
while others perform on par with some of the 
higher-priced American equipment. If money is no 
option, buy a US made Litton product (starting at 
around $2500). But if you're on a budget and feel 
entitled to a higher level of security during your 
nighttime activities, consider the wide range of 
imported goods. The licensed US importer is 
Moonlight Products (5965 Pacific Center Blvd., Ste. 
711, San Diego, CA 92121) but their prices are 
usually higher than those of retailers. 

Their models include the following: 

NV-100: This model offers a light amplification 
of approximately 10,000x, a level of performance 
that doesn't justify a price tag of $300-$400. 

MPN 1400-1: With a mere 1400X amplification 
and a price around $400, don't even consider this 
one. 

MPN 1500-1: Another low amplification device. 
Even with a detachable infrared illuminator, it's 
not worth the price. 

MPN 30 K: This unusual binocular-type device 
offers approximately 30,000X light amplification 
and a price of $400-$500. A best buy for low 
budget operators. 

MPN 60K: With an estimated 60,000X amplifi- 
cation and high 5.2 image magnification, this is 


an excellent unit, but pricey ($1000 to $1200). 

MPN 95K: This is the top-of-the-line. Its light 
amplification of 90,000X, coupled with a 3.5 
image magnification make it the best for all 
purpose night use. Its only drawback is a price 
that hovers around $1200. 

There are other models on the market, includ- 
ing some real oddball types. As a rule of thumb, 
consider nothing with less than a 30,000X light 
amplification unless you are accustomed to 
operating in an environment with relatively high 
ambient light, such as an urban setting or under a 
nearly full moon (both dangerous operational 
environments). 

Sources for night-vision devices include some 
gun shops and military surplus outlets in bigger 
cities (phone ahead and only pay cash). Mail order 
suppliers include: Ken Nolan Inc., 16901 Millikan, 
PO Box C-19555, Irvine, CA 92713; Damark 
International, PO Box 9437, Minneapolis, MN 
55440-9437; Brigade Quartermasters, 1025 Cobb 
International Blvd., Kennesaw, GA 30144-4300. 

Macho combat/gun type magazines available at 
newsstands can provide ads leading you to other 
sources. Look for suppliers of new and used 
military-type equipment. 

Mail-order suppliers will cooperate with law 
enforcement. Have the item(s) sent to either a mail 
drop, a trusted friend, or a relative in a distant city. 
Never use a supplier's 800 phone number unless 
you're away from home. They get printouts of the 
phone numbers of all incoming calls. 

These units have serial numbers stamped into 
their metal bodies. This number should be thor- 
oughly filed off. Even after you file it off, some 
reading of the numbers may be possible in a top- 
flight forensics laboratory (i.e. FBI) In other words, 
never lose one of these devices at the scene of the 
action. If necessary, add better straps and fasteners 
and keep it secured to your body at all times. 


Tips for use: 

Never expose these units to bright light. Leav- 
ing the protective caps off in daylight or under 
artificial light may permanently damage the 
image intensification tube. Similarly, at night 
never look at a bright light. 

These devices use conventional batteries. Wipe 
batteries clean of fingerprints and use gloves 
when loading them into the unit. At a minimum, 
test batteries before every job. Better still, mini- 
mize battery handling and insure operation by 
putting fresh batteries in before each night 
operation. Before every job, wipe down the 
outside with a cloth to destroy fingerprints. If 
you're stupid enough to lose one at the scene, be 
prepared to talk convincingly about the time it 
disappeared when you left your house unlocked, 
or when you picked up a hitchhiker. 

Because these devices appear to turn night into 
day, overconfidence and overreliance on them is 
both natural and dangerous. They cannot see into 
shadowed areas without the illumination pro- 
vided by an additional infrared light source 
(which can betray your position if the other side 
is using a passive night vision device). The infra- 
red illuminators sometimes sold as an option 
with these units are generally low-powered and 
useless. See Ecodefense for pointers on how to use 
your senses fully at night. The night vision device 
is only a supplement, never a replacement for 
sound field techniques. 

Practice under simulated conditions before 
using it during the real thing. Run and crawl with 
it on so that you can find a way to protect it from 
damaging impacts. Tucking it inside the front of 
your jacket can both protect the unit and leave it 1 
accessible. In cold weather, wearing it inside an 
insulated jacket can warm it to the point where 
the lens will fog up when you pull it out into the 
cold night air. Only with realistic practice will you 
find the best way to handle these devices in the 
field. 


EARTH NIGHT NEWS Go out and do something for the EARTH ... at night. 


Dozer Demolition Derby in Maine War for Wildlife Heats Up 


Skowhegan, ME - Somerset County sheriff’s deputies are investigating the 
cause of extensive damage done in February to equipment at four logging sites 
worked by Timberlands Inc. in the remote Highland Plantation. 

Deputy Rene Guay said fuel tanks on logging skidders were loaded with sugar 
and the contents of high-pressure fire extinguishers. The contents of another 
fire extinguisher had been emptied on a skidder's engine, while other skidders 
were driven "go-cart" style, ramming into one another and plowing a logger's 
dinner shack into the ground. A new bulldozer also had broken headlights and 
a broken window. 

Guay said the four work sites are located about 1 5 miles 


from Pleasant Ridge Plantation, near Bingham 
and US Route 201 . A lock on the main gate a 
to the access road leading to the areas had 
been broken with a heavy tool. 

Guay estimated the monkey- MMA 

wrenching occurred between 3 pm BpSi 

Sunday and 4:30 am Monday. "It's EKu ■* 
going to be hard to tell how much 
damage was done," he said, adding Hi 
that the skidders had been run with k C, 
the foreign substances in the fuel 

Guay said the cost of rebuilding a Bp;' 
skidder motor could be as much as Bpi£ 
$3,500. The deputy said felony charges 
could be filed against any potential sus- 
pect. The investigation will continue. 


Cranbrook is located in the East Kootenay region of BC, and is home to 
approximately 20 guide outfitters. So, when a taxidermy shop and a so-called 
"wildlife museum" burned to the ground on April 28, many locals were a bit 
upset; especially since the wildlife museum happened to be attached to the 
Cranbrook Chamber of Commerce. 

According to press reports, someone broke a wildlife museum window and set 
the inside on fire. Fifteen minutes later, T axidermy by Parsons was set ablaze with 
the use of a delay mechanism. No public claim of responsibility has been made. 

The fires were enough to send a bunch of hunters and guide outfitters over 
the edge, or at least down the highway, to the Fort Steele Heritage Park where 
the BC Environmental Network was hosting a conference. The angry mob was 
looking for blood .... In a classically conciliatory sell-out move, a so-called 
environmentalist, Ric Careless of the World Wildlife Fund, joined Bob Fontana, 
president of both the East Kootenay Guides and Outfitters Association and the 
Guide Outfitters Association of BC, in posting a $4,000 reward for the arsonists. 

The taxidermy fire destroyed all contents of the shop including mounts of 
bighorn sheep, mountain goat, elk, waterfowl, and a full cougar mount. 
Damage is estimated in the tens of thousands of dollars. The owner, Reg 
Parsons, does not have insurance. 

The chamber of commerce fire completely decimated the building, including 
the entire "wildlife museum," in which there were numerous dead animal 
mounts: bull elk, wild cats, and grizzlies. The damage is estimated at over 
$ 100 , 000 . 

As trophy hunter, hunting lobbyist, and Reform Party candidate Steve Pinch 
says, "If Reg Parsons is put out of business over this, then the extremists have won." 

We can only hope. 


Litha 1995 Earth First! Page 31 



Letters, Letters, Letters... 


To the Editor of the Earth First! Journal: 

I'm drawn like a moth to a flame. 

Do moths dream? Does some subcon- 
scious voice tell them to avoid the candle? 

Last night I had a dream: I was sitting at 
a conference table — in a boardroom. A guy 
pokes his finger at one of our board mem- 
bers (I seem to be a member of this anony- 
mous, but clearly executive, group). He 
says, "She's got Chevron stock. 

Let's be lawyers." I say, "No." 

These fleeting images told 
me the whole story: The guy 
was opposed to the lady's poli- 
tics. He saw his chance — dis- 
credit her with an irrelevant 
"conflict of interest. " The oth- 
ers weren't sure. He said "let's 
be lawyers. " Meaning: We can 
prevail if we use the techni- 
calities, let’s use every tool that 
we have. I said, "No." Mean- 
ing: let's deal with the real 
issues. Let's not just bicker 
about rules and their interpre- 
tation; let's try to find what is 
right and wrong. 

A few days ago I went to a demonstra- 
tion organized by Earth First! I really en- 
joyed it. What's more, I really thought 
that it was effective. They did "street the- 
ater" — a mock trial, with Mother Earth as 
judge, and a bunch of animals (Well, Earth 
Firstlers in costume...) as jury. 

The issue was immoral logging. The show 
was about (no surprise): immoral logging. 
The audience was the public, via the me- 
dia. The media was playing along: there 
was coverage in the local paper and on TV. 

The next day I was in court, as a plaintiff 
suing the government. The issue was still 
illegal logging but the show was now about 
(surprise) procedure. The audience was a 
Judge. We challenged the Environmental 
Impact Statement. We did not, and ac- 
cording to the rules could not, tell the 
Judge about the logging, only about the 
paperwork that would allow or disallow 
the logging. Just paperwork. If the right 
papers are filed with the right clerk, we 
admitted, the logging could proceed. But 
if the paperwork was inadequate, the log- 
ging was wrong. 

Thus the dilemma: Why am 1 doing 
this? Why am I arguing about the paper, 
while others are out there trying to tell the 
public about the concept? Should I be 
doing street theater, and ignoring this 
system that allows the destruction of the 
Earth as long as a public notice was posted? 
(Did anyone read Douglas Adams's 
"Hitchhiker's Guide to the Universe"? — 
The Gorgons are here to destroy the Earth 
to build an intergalactic bypass. They are 
amazed that there are objections. The 
notice was posted on Alpha Centuri de- 
cades ago; doesn't anyone around here 
pay attention? In the book, it's good for a 
laugh. In Federal court the same scenario 
seems a bit grimmer.... ) 

Thus the dream. And the big surprise of 
the week: unlike the indecipherably weird 
dreams that I usually have, this one was as 
concise as a good legal brief. As terse and 
concrete as an Army Colonel's memo to 
the General. 

The message: F — the system. Deal with 
the issues. Do street theater. 

I'm writing this as I wait for a law profes- 
sor to start his lecture on procedure. And 
I'm not even a law student! 

Like a moth to the flame. 

Maybe the next dream will push me 
over the edge, out of the courts. 

If I get out of here with my wings intact, 

I know that there are folks that I could join 
in with; with whom I could start dealing 
with reality. I'm glad that they're out 
there, and I'm glad that they're talking to 
the public. 

And I want to say thank you to them: 
perhaps to you. 

Keep doing the theater. 

— Sincerely, Charlie Ogle 


Dear Earth Firstlers, 

The 9th Circuit Court's recent Mt. Gra- 
ham decision ruled, in effect, that the 
University of Arizona (UA) and the US 
Forest Service (FS) must stop pretending 
that they can't tell east from west. On Dec. 
7, 1993 UA/FS collaborators staged a se- 
cret 5 am pre-dawn clearcut of as much 
sacred, ancient forest as possible before 
Apache or enviro attorneys 
could stop it. 

UA/FS officials would have 
flunked Geography 101. Imag- 
ine an astronomer that can’t 
tell east from west! UA wrote 
the congressional rider that 
said the project would be off 
the west end of a specified 
road terminus. But UA sneak- 
ily tried to locate it off the east 
end after learning it had mis- 
takenly lobbied Congress for 
the worst telescope site on the 
mountain. 

Tucson Judge Alfredo 
Marquez, who could tell east 
from west, asked UA lawyers why they 
didn't ask the Washington drafters of UA's 
tailor-made congressional authorization 
about the wisdom of turning east into 
west. UA was strangely silent. Apparently 
UA can't break itself of trying to circum- 
vent or violate laws the rest of us must 
follow. After all, UA and Arizona's Regents 
have a record of ethical impoverishment 
to uphold; namely, being the first US 
university to: (1) exempt itself from all US 
environmental and Native American reli- 
gious protection laws including the En- 
dangered Species Act and the American 
Indian Religious Freedom Act; (2) enter 
court opposing the religious beliefs of an 
Indian people; (3) oppose listing an en- 
dangered species; (4) declare in court that 
if the project "was going to kill every 
squirrel" no law could stop them. 

Now UA can add to their ethics list an 
unusual ability to illegally convert west to 
east. To what further depths of chicanery 
can UA sink? 

— Clem Titzck 

Dear EF! 

The Forest Service just doesn't get it. 

They still think they can win a battle of 
a timber sale by prevarication and deceit 
without losing the larger 
war of credibility so cru- 
cial to their future. 

If you doubt it — just look 
at the miserable history of 
the Hay Timber Sale near 
Greer [in eastern Arizona] 

The Forest Service's latest 
pyrrhic victory in its cam- 
paign to clearcut the 
public's forests. 

The Southwest’s ponde- 
rosa pine forests are in terrible danger, as 
a result of a century of overgrazing, 
overlogging, and fire suppression. The 
stately, fireproof, ecologically diverse old 
growth forests that once covered millions 
of acres have been replaced by dense, 
overcrowded, sickly "managed" forests 
vulnerable to disastrous crown fires, in- 
sect infestations, and the soil exhaustion 
that afflicts Europe's used-up forests. 

That's why the Forest Service and their 
timber industry clients insist we need to 
rush through emergency "salvage" cuts to 
supposedly remove lots of little trees to 
protect the handful of remaining big trees. 

Obviously, that's just another Forest 
Service deception. 

If you doubt it, just take a look at the 
Hay Sale — pushed through by the Forest 
Service over the objection of environmen- 
talists based on outdated, decade-old data. 
Here's a prime patch of old growth for- 
est — full of the big, 30-inch diameter trees 
the Forest Service claims it wants to pro- 
tect. So which trees did the loggers mark? 
Precisely the 24, 30, 36-inch trees the 


forest so desperately needs to retain its 
ecological balance. 

Anyone who walks through the sale and 
watches the destruction of this precious 
patch of old growth will know that the 
Forest Service hasn't changed: it's still 
trashing the forest 
in its obsessive ef- 
fort to get out the 
cut — no matter 
how many envi- 
ronmental laws, 
endangered spe- 
cies, or larger pub- 
lic interests stand 
in the way. 

— Dorothy 

Richardson 


Dear EF! Journal, 

The liberation of animals (yes, this in- 
cludes cows) from human oppression 
should be viewed not as a consideration in 
the fight to save the earth, but as a neces- 
sity. Does this mean that animal 
liberationists want cows to freely roam 
the earth devouring the land for eternity? 
Hardly! 

In my view the best thing that can hap- 
pen to cows and in turn the earth, short of 
the extinction of the human race, would be 
for the cows to go the way of the dinosaur. 
This is especially true for a species that has 
been created, domesticated, dominated, 
and desecrated in the service of human- 
kind. As famous animal liberationist Ronnie 
Lee states, "An individual animal doesn't 
care if its species is facing extinction — it 
cares if it is feeling pain." 

However, the extinction/liberation of 
the cow as a species, and the resulting 
benefits to the earth, will never be realized 
as long as there are those who continue to 
eat and wear the flesh of these yes, inno- 
cent and friendly animals, as some sort of 
twisted payback for "their" destruction of 
the earth. In so doing, you only reward 
those who make a living breeding these 
unfortunate animals, giving them the in- 
centive (money), to continue depositing 
them upon the wildlands to devour the 
earth before "we" devour them. In the 
meantime, those of us who fight for the 
liberation of both the earth and the ani- 
mals who reside upon it (cows included), 
find the talk of feeding cows diapers, shoot- 
ing them, or inflicting 
other abuses upon them, 
offensive and cruel. 

If you eat meat or wear 
leather, you only have 
yourself to blame. "Riled 
in N. Y." said it best: "Stop 
blaming the victim." 

— Sincerely, Riled in 
Maryland 


Dear EF! Journal: 

Whoever wrote the information sheets 
about the RRR (Beltane) has obviously 
used the opportunity to insinuate their 
own values which are quite contrary to 
those for which I had hoped the EF! move- 
ment was all about. 

What the world needs more than any- 
thing is a drastic reduction in the human 
population. To encourage EF!ers to bring 
their children to the RRR is, in fact, pro- 
natal. It suggests that children are to be 
admired as desirable and that parents 
should be rewarded by being relieved of 
the responsibility for their education and 
amusement. 

I am not a member of a tribe. I am an 
individual allied with other individuals in 
the common cause of defending the earth 
against the destructive forces of too many 
people. I don't consider children to be 
precious any more than I do dogs or other 
destructive pests. 

I consider children to be the sole re- 
sponsibility of the destructive parents who 
made them and I'm not going to baby-sit 
them or teach them. If their parents want 


to teach them environmental responsibil- 
ity, that's fine, but once they find out who 
is really responsible for the mess the world 
is in, they'll probably hate everyone's par- 
ents, maybe even their own. 

— Zorro 
The Editor-in-chief 
(left) responds: 

I plan on avoiding 
people in black masks 
at the Rendezvous. 
Godeegodeego! 

Dear Shit for Brains, 
I think that I have 
come up with a 
novel solution to 
the ongoing battle 
over the "correct- 
ness" of having chil- 
dren within the radical environmentalist 
movement. RECYCLED KIDS!! Think about 
it. For those interested in rearing children 
but are worried about the impact on our 
dwindling natural resources, adopting a 
child who obviously already exists is the 
perfect solution. The aspiring parents are 
enabled to experience a family, and at the 
same time can feel comfortable knowing 
that they did not bring yet another hu- 
man life into the world. Certainly the 
most ardently misanthropic eco-warrior 
could not find fault with this proposition. 
The child is already born, and therefore 
any impact he or she will have on the 
planet has already been sanctioned. So 
why let him or her rot in a children's 
home, or get scooped up by a consumerist 
enslaved couple looking to adopt. Assum- 
ing the child lives a life of normal length 
and will thus destroy "x" amount of the 
planet, it's much better that he or she be 
brought up by parents who will teach the 
utmost respect for Mother Earth, and will 
not raise the child within the decadent 
paradigm of TV, McDonalds, suburbs, and 
automobiles. The motivation to have off- 
spring is a feeling shared by all creatures, 
and to deny this interest based on political 
beliefs goes against the philosophy of Deep 
Ecology. So, let's be reasonable people, 
when it comes to having children, keep 
the following phrase in mind : "Reduce, 
Reuse, Recycle"! 

— Philip Goff 

Journal: 

You straight, white motherfuckers just 
don't get it. You're beginning to sound a 
lot like how anthropologists are viewed by 
Indians (yeah, all the Indians of all the 
different tribes I know and hang out with 
laugh at the trembling political correct- 
ness of those trying to somehow make up 
for 503 years of racial and ecological geno- 
cide by using words like ‘Native American’ 
now); or possibly worse, like supplicants 
of what I call the Boulder Syndrome 
(Sinapu definitely excluded!), where a 
bunch of out-of-touch, squirming lefties 
view Nature most comfortably through 
boutique glass windows and groomed, up- 
the-hill 'Nature Trails.' 

I read Matthew Cheney’s letter, nodded 
my head in complete agreement and went 
on, not giving it another thought. The 
inference and context of his letter could 
not have been clearer. What's the average 
IQ of Earth First!? You're also missing the 
fact that this guy is writing from NYC, 
where the word 'minority' means noth- 
ing, and where everything about daily life 
is hardcore, and where people — at least 
those of the lower-class, street and sub- 
cultures — have no concept of political 
correctness, only the awareness of every- 
one being thrown face-first into the shit 
together, with the main and mutual goal 
first being that of simply keeping your 
head above water. 

You wonder why Earth First! is some- 
thing of a monoculture itself, and why 
people of other subcultures remain insu- 
lar? Nobody wants to feel as though they're 
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(Y’all are a wordy bunch!) 


being studied, or that they constantly 
have to 'explain things,' or answer 'well- 
meaning' (but to us, stupid and intrusive) 
questions. I can see why Rod Coronado 
said he often felt very alone. 

Come on! The bioshpere is crashing! 
The Earth is not dying, she and all our 
non-human sisters and brothers are being 
killed, by a bunch of old, bloated, greed- 
gorged, pink-faced bigots. And the Jour- 
nal is spending all this time and energy 
and vital chunks of page-space on an issue 
that wasn't even one, until you created it 
into one. This all makes for greater inter- 
nal divisiveness at the most extreme inop- 
portune time, the same internecine prob- 
lem which brought about the failure of 
many of the other great historical struggles, 
whether it was Tecumseh's or the Black 
Panthers'. The way I see it, if some hippie 
creep has got a problem with somebody 
else solely because of that person's nature, 
then that creep motherfucker ain't even 
an Earth First! er, because, simply, apart 
from all his other fucked-up shit, he's 
obstructing the way of those striving to 
cohesively make the Earth come first. 

We don't have time for anything else. 
These are the 90's! Let's make them make 
the 60's look like the 50's! Humans might 
kill and destroy everything and there may 
truly be no hope, or we may make it 
through the next 20 years more or less 
intact and out into a wide-open Future. 
More and more of those grinning, old 
white men die off each day, and that's 
good news enough to have with your 
morning organic coffee or ginseng or what- 
ever the fuck else you have. 

In my best moments, I believe we can 
get through this final crux period, and 
evolve into something else. Time is so 
huge, and the raping, grinding crash of 
machines so small, so recent, (yet, I know, 
to us so soul-shattering and immense, so 
at times hopeless and overwhelming) ... 

But if a wild salmon way out in the dark, 
moody depths of the Pacific can find its 
way hundreds, even a thousand miles back 
up into the inches-deep mountain meadow 
stream in Idaho where it was born, then 
we — all of us, of all colors and variations — 
can find our way home too. The first part 
will take 20 years, the second maybe a 
hundred, and the third and fourths maybe 
a thousand. But in a thousand years, or 
less, you could even have (except for my 
sleepless, heartbroken totem the Passen- 
ger Pigeon) the unimaginably sacred once- 
Eden of Ohio back. In the arcing scope of 
Time and Spirit, a thousand years is not 
that long from now, not that far away. 

Anybody seen how bright and huge 
Jupiter's been in the southeastern sky 
lately? She's only 36 light minutes away. 

— Jihad 

To all you heterosexual-white-male edi- 
tors quivering in fear . . . 

This is the perspective of yet another 
heterosexual white male, one who is more 
attuned in age and perspective to the 
Berkeley free speech movement of the 
sixties than to the political correctness of 
this current era. Thus, if you feel inclined 
to dismiss this as an odd historical artifact, 
then so be it. 

The question has come up, "Is it ever 
okay to use these words?" words that are 
sexist, racist, homophobic. 

It seems to me that the language of 
bigotry is akin to the froth at the mouth of 
a rabid dog (the valiant defenders of rabid 
dogs shall undoubtedly rise up in righ- 
teous indignation at this comparison). It 
is unseemly, but it does serve the impor- 
tant purpose of exposing a far more seri- 
ous problem. It is a symptom. I believe 
that the arbiters of political correctness 
who would excise offensive words are 
pursuing a course that is self-defeating. 
They encourage us to mask unpleasant 
realities that should, in fact, be exposed to 
the harsh light of public scrutiny. Bigotry 


will not be defeated by pretending that it 
doesn't exist. 

Let's make this clear: sexism, racism, 
homophobia, etc. ad nauseum, are not 
okay. The question is whether censorship 
promotes or inhibits "the creation of a 
world Wild and Free of speciesism, racism, 
sexism," and all the other assorted odious- 
isms that debase life on earth. Offhand, I 
can cite three reasons why I believe that 
censorship promotes the cause of those 
being censored and results in far more 
harm than good. 

First, by seeking to stifle the words of 
the bigot, it is the act of censorship that 
becomes the issue rather than the obnox- 
ious ideas being expressed. A few years 
ago, a musical group rapped about the 
joys that they derived from the physical 
abuse of women. As a consequence of the 
subsequent effort to punish group mem- 
bers for their words, misogynists were 
elevated to the status of free speech mar- 
tyrs. Far more often than not, censorship 
will backfire in this way against those who 
seek to use it. 

Second, we who align ourselves with 
Earth First! are, by definition, prone to 
express ideas that are unpopular with the 
status quo in this modern civilization. It 
seems to me that we should not legiti- 
mize the use of a tactic that may very well 
be employed by the powers-that-be 
against us. 

Third, the language of bigotry serves the 
useful purpose of revealing underlying 
attitudes. Certainly, it is uncomfortable 
being around people who yap "about 
niggers, femi-Nazis and faggots" as Mat- 
thew Cheney puts it, but isn't it better to 
find out about personal inclinations that 
someone might have as a consequence of 
their yapping as opposed to some betrayal 
that may occur as a consequence of their 
repressed prejudices? It seems to me that 
in our work, it is better to know up front 
what peoples' true attitudes are, rather 
than foster an environment in which atti- 
tudes are repressed, only to fester. 

So I say, when people send in material 
that is bigoted in some way, print it! But 
insist that the author provide a real name. 
No pseudonyms allowed. Maybe set aside 
a special section of the paper for offensive 
ideas. It is my belief that this would be far 
more effective in eliminating bigotry than 
this constant charade that we engage in, 
pretending that problems don't exist. 

— Tim Haugen 


Dear EF, 

It'd be nice not to read another SFB 
advocating a return to the hunter Gath- 
erer approach to existing - assuming virtu- 
ally everything we are trying to do isn't all 
but one big dead horse We are trying to 
whip, i feel the hunter-Gatherer concept 
wont fly at this time, and I'll spare the ink 
as to why. Everyone can use their imagi- 
nation. 

Besides i like my little Gardens spread 
between the forest and so do the critters, 
and i'm less incline to eat the fish in front 
of my house or take one of the pesky 
squirrels (Rodent Monkeys) 

— Sincerely, Corry E Mason 

Dear Journal, 

This morning I said to friend: "I wish 
there was something I could do for Chinook 
salmon, because they are going extinct. 
But I feel powerless." 

She said: "Right now, right now as we 
speak, the last viable migration of salmon 


is happening. Never again will this many 
salmon smolts migrate downstream. They 
began to reach the dams just last week, 
and in the next month they will nearly all 
be killed in the barges and trucks used to 
get them past the dams." 

"They will die for greed, they will die for 
lack of care, and for lazy thinking such as 
you are displaying now. This the very last 
chance for them, for their race, and a last 
chance for us." 

"Right now, right now as we speak, 
chinook salmon are being sucked into 
holding pens and fed into trucks and barges 
with big hoses on the dams of the snake 
river. They are being sucked out of places 
with hoses, by men who have trucks. The 
trucks drive on the roads and are steered 
by ordinary people who get up in the 
morning and go to work. The trucks use 



fuel like any other. The hoses are compli- 
cated contraptions. Any number of things 
can go wrong in this procedure. 

"But nobody knows about these fish, 
because they are sucked along and trucked 
along and spat out someplace and they die 
and nobody pays much attention, and 
they go extinct and people forget. People 
have forgotten what it means to live with 
chinook salmon, and they, like you, can- 
not remember how to do anything." 

"They do not oppose this because they 
forget to. They can't even remember how 
to get a map and visit one of these places, 
how to watch it from afar and apply their 
minds to the meaning of it all. Perhaps 
they will remember to shed tears later but 
for now they wait and they ponder lazily 
what is to be done." 

— Anonymous 


The bombing in 
Oklahoma City makes 
me realize how out-of- 
touch my way of think- 
ing may actually be. 
While I've been wor- 
rying about the fate of 
organic evolution and 
biodiversity, others 
have concerned them- 
selves with right-wing politics, religion 
and greed. And, as evidenced in Okla- 
homa, some are even willing to kill in 
these struggles. I guess the point here is 
that we have an opportunity to reaffirm 
our peacefulness and commitment to non- 
violence in the effort to protect Earth. 
Only by continuing to demonstrate our 
reverence for all life will we gain the ground 
needed to protect those things most im- 
portant in this world. Although the sad- 
ness in Oklahoma can't be ignored, we 
must remain above the fray in our own 
struggle to do what's right. 

— Roger J. Wendell 

Dear Shit For Brains, 

As you're all aware industrial civiliza- 
tion and the technology that it has 
wrought are rapidly spiraling out of con- 
trol (or more out of control than it already 
is). And if we all agree that technology is 
part of the problem, then why have indi- 
viduals within the radical environmental 
community been taken in by the lure of all 


these high tech toys? (And why the hell 
are you busy reading this goddam' letter 
that was printed out on a friggin' com- 
puter for that matter?) The truth is that 
technology is (or could become ) a double 
edged sword. Unfortunately our side of 
the blade is as dull as a butter knife. Most 
Earth First!ers are quick to denounce any- 
thing that plugs into a wall outlet. And 
many of you are right in your condemna- 
tion. No, e-mail and Eco-net aren't going 
to save the world, nor should we expect 
them to. But ignorance of technology 
would also not benefit our movement. 
Remember all those diagrams of heavy 
equipment in Ecodefensel What if those 
authors had ignored technology? 

Also, high tech monkeywrenching could 
be very effective, though not everyone has 
the knack for it, just like not everyone has 
the knack for fixing cars, painting pictures, 
knitting or what have you . Have any of you 
heard about the guy in California (Kevin 
Matnick) who broke into the Well (a com- 
puter network) and was "paying" everyone's 
bill for them? He wasn’t actually putting 
up the money for everyone, merely chang- 
ing the amount everyone owed to zero 
with only his wits and the help of a com- 
puter. Think of what could happen if some 
of us could pull off stunts like this inside 
the computers of scumbag multinationals 
who really deserve it! 

If you're interested in learning more about 
this kind of thing, I'd recommend reading 
the books Cyberpunks: Outlaws and Hackers 
on the Computer Frontier, Information War- 
fare by Winn Schwartau and Secrets of a 
Super Hacker by the Knightmare (Sorry but 
I forgot the names of the authors of 
Cyberpunks). Also, Secrets of a Super Hacker 
is available from Lumpiness Unlimited (PO 
Box 1197, Port Town send, WA 98368) if 
your local bookstore doesn't have it. Briefly, 
Cyberpunks describes what some people 
have already accomplished, Information 
Warfare goes into some technical details 
and provides sources of more information, 
and Secrets of a Super Hacker is a hands-on 
guide to breaking into computer systems. 

Yes, I know technology sucks, but I'm 
afraid we're stuck with it for at least the 
time being, so why not have at least a few 
of us learn how to manipulate it to our 
advantage? Enough said. 

— Helen Back 
EF, 

Hope y'all are in good health & spirits. 
Thought I'd take some time to tell you of 
a recent legal battle I had with a timber co. 

I own 20 acres, very isolated, built a 
cabin and a fence to keep out those "open 
range cattle" (we call them "slow elk" 
around here) back in 1981 and have lived 
here since in eastern Oregon. 

In 1993, a scam company of rip-offs 
bought 100's of acres from non-resident 
owners via mail and phone calls under 
fraudulent conditions and logged it all. 

When they reached my fence line they 
crossed (with police hired as protection) 
onto my property and began marking trees 
for harvest, telling me my fenceline was 
wrong and they would be back to take the 
trees that same week. I filed a restraining 
order and then won the 35 trees and 11/2 
acres because of Adverse Possession Law — 
my fence had been up over 10 years. 

They (timber co.) spent over $10,000 in 
legal fees trying to take the trees next to 
my cabin worth only $3,000. 

They finally quit fighting when they 
realized Adverse Posession Law was appli- 
cable in this case and they lost. 

Cost of restraining order, etc. was about 
$160. Law library was free. 

The trees are not logs!! I'm now spiking 
"my" trees so that later after I die, no one 
will want to cut them. 

So, even though the fence was built to 
stop open range beasts, it also stopped the 
timber beasts. Don't ya just love happy 
endings? 


Dear Friends; 



— Lucky Dusty 
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Your Summer Plans ... 


“Spirit Walk for Sugarloaf” 
Walk For The Wild Siskiyous 

July 14-1 7 

Come save Sugarloaf from the chainsaws of Boise Cascade! 

The 3rd "annual" Walk for the Wild Siskiyous, a three-day hike from the Sugarloaf timber sale 
site to the Boise Cascade mill in Medford, will bring the message down from the mountain to 
the corporation that this area is too valuable to cut. 

The Sugarloaf timber sale was awarded last year to Boise Cascade amid massive public outcry. 
Local forest advocates have been fighting this roadless area timber sale for ten years. The Siskiyou 
National Forest, determined to "get the cut out" has pushed it through, despite overwhelming 
legal, administrative, and public relations difficulties, including a letter of opposition from 
(then) governor, Barbara Roberts. After several modifications, the Sugarloaf Timber Sale still 
allows Boise Cascade Corp. to log 10 1/2 million board feet from about 700 acres on Grayback 
Mountain (huge trees), the highest mountain in the Siskiyou National Forest. 

After walkers convene and camp on Grayback Mountain Thursday evening, the 45-mile walk 
will begin on Friday morning, July 14, from Sugarloaf. Support vehicles will follow the walk for 
those who are unable to hoof it the full 15-mile daily distance. Walkers will hike for three days, 
arriving near Medford on July 16. Monday morning, July 1 7, the walkers will carry their message 
through the city of Medford to the Boise Cascade mill. There we will join Agnes Baker Pilgrim, 
surviving member of the indigenous Takelma people. Together we will tell Boise Cascade that 
they must keep their chainsaws off this sacred land! 

To participate, donate money, or for more information, contact Debbie at (503) 592-3386, PO Box 
2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523. Checks for the Walk should be made out to "League of Wilderness 
Defenders," earmarked for "WWS," and are tax-deductible (for those of you who still pay taxes!) 

— League of Wilderness Defenders, Kalmiopsis Earth First! 


CREATE YOUR OWN MEDIA 


In the activist's world, the most important friend of 
someone in front of a bulldozer is the video camera. 

• Secret Star Wars test shut down on Shoshone 
land in Nevada: activists beam microwave 
transmission of ground zero protest ... 

• LA action hits Hollywood on rainforest sets: 
ship boarded to stop rainforest wood imports ... 

• Blackfeet documentary shown at United 
Nations: traditionalists defend sacred lands, 
cultural ways from oil and gas giants ... 

• Forest activists use video to make point: 
roadless lands on the chopping block ... 

Maybe you missed us on TV ... so we thought 
we'd take it on the road. 

Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers — a grassroots ac- 
tivist media group — is bringing its "show on 
the road" to western North America. 

JULY 

21-22 Calgary, Alberta 

Friends of the Whaleback 
Ken Beitel (430) 931-3333 

23-24 Pincher Creek, Alberta 

Castle-Crown Wilderness Coalition 
Dave Sheppard (403) 627-4914 

25-26 Nelson, BC 

The Grizzly Project 

Candace Batycki (604) 355-2327 

28-30 Vancouver, BC 

Vancouver Temperate RAC 
Ian Marcuse (604) 251-3190 

AUGUST 

1-2 Tofino, BC 

Friends of Clayoquot Sound 
Yvonne Beaudry (604) 725-4218 


We'll be showing our latest campaign 
documentaries and sharing grassroots me- 
dia strategies that get the message out to the 
people who need to hear it. 

MEDIA ACTION — Cold Mountain, Cold Riv- 
ers wants to train you to create your own 
media. Video presentations and music will 
be followed by a day of hands-on field 
training. Please join us. 

OUR MISSION VISION— Cold Mountain, 
Cold Rivers explores alternative media from 
a grassroots perspective and budget. We are 
a non-profit group dedicated to defending 
the earth and human rights. 

QUESTIONS? — Contact Michael Mease at 
Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers, PO Box 7941, 
Missoula, MT USA 59807, (406) 728-0867. 

4-5 Victoria, BC 

Activist Center 
Bryan Skinner (604) 380-0102 

7-8 Olympia, WA 

Media Island 

Jimmy Mateson (206) 379-9421 

9-10 Seattle, WA 

Pacific Crest Biodivesiry Project 
Suzanne Pardee (206) 545-3734 

11-12 Eugene, OR 

Earth First! Journal 
Jim Flynn (503) 741-9191 

14-17 Dixie, ID 

Cove/Mallard Coalition 
Steve Paulson (208) 882-9755 

19 Hamilton, MT 

Friends of the Bitterroot 
Jim Olsen (406) 363-0020 





CONCERNl 
SINGLES /-M-M 
NEWSLETTER 

links compatible 
singles who care 
about the earth, 
the environment, 
and a healthy 
society. 

Nationwide • All ages • Since 1984 

BOX 555-EF 

STOCKBRIDGE MA 01262 
or 1800) 370-5040 



Now you can call anywhere on the planet, save money, 
and benefit the Earth First! Journal all at once! 


With our new Affinity Long Distance program, your rates 
will be set 10% below your current long-distance charges. 
And the EF! Journal will earn 5% on all your calling as well. 

For more info write us at: 

EF! Journal! Affinity LD, Box 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 


Gifford Pinchot 
Action Camp 

A base camp for activists has been established this summer to 
initiate an on-going campaign to stop the corporate liquida- 
tion of our national forests in the Pacific Northwest. 

Educational materials and technical skills (tree climbing, 
administrative appeals and litigation, media, outreach, etc.) 
will be shared. What individuals do with this information is 
their own responsibility ... but it is TIME TO TAKE RESPONSIBIL- 
ITY FOR THE EXPLOITATION OF OUR PUBLIC LANDS! 

Don't forget to bring your own camping gear, food, water, 
rain gear, warm clothes, musical instruments, pen and paper, 
camera, your family, your friends, and all the motivation you 
can muster. 

DIRECTIONS: 

From 1-5 in Portland, take 1-84 east to the "Bridge of the 
Gods." Continue east on the Washington side of the Colombia 
River on State Highway 14 to the town of Carson. Follow the 
main street which will put you on County Road 30 north. After 
about 25 miles look for a sign for the Upper Wind River Winter 
Sports Area. Approximately 2 miles thereafter turn left on 
Forest Service Road 3050 and when you reach the very end park 
in the landing and you are there! 

For more information (food donations, car pooling and other 
logistics) call Laura at (360) 866-8728. 


Clearcut Action Tour 
June 21 -August 14 


The Clearcut Action Tour is an activist bike ride from San 
Francisco, CA to Vancouver Island, BC to promote awareness 
of the destruction of ancient forests and Rainforest Action 
Network campaigns to protect these vital ecosystems and the 
rights of indigenous peoples. Our purpose is to energize and 
organize working forest preservation campaigns and inspire 
non-violent direct action in the defense of Mother Earth. 
WHY RIDE? 

• Indigenous cultures are being forced from their homelands. 

• Less than 5% of North America's native forests remain. 

• Every second 2.5 acres of the rainforest is plundered. 

• An area the size of New York City is destroyed every day. 
•137 species are being driven into extinction every day. 

• Two wheels good, four wheels bad! 

WHAT CAN YOU DO? 


Take Action! The relentless industrial destruction of the 
Earth's last remaining ancient forests must be stopped!!! Hold 
large transnational corporations like Georgia Pacific, MacMillan 
Blodel, Mitsubishi, the World Bank and the Forest Service 
accountable for their crimes against nature and native peoples. 
Join forest activists in demonstrations, forums, press confer- 
ences, meetings, field investigations, and civil disobedience. 
DOES IT COST ANYTHING TO RIDE? 


NO! There is no registration fee. But, we need your help in 
working to get food, lounging, and gear donated. You cover 
personal expenses on the road. 

WHAT IS THE ROUTE? 


We're riding from San Francisco on June 21 to the EF! Round 
River Rendezvous (June 27-July 4), then heading through Or- 
egon and Washington and into British Columbia to Vancouver 
Island on August 14, organizing in towns along the way. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Contact the Clearcut Action Tour, c/o Rainforest Action Net- 
work, 450 Sansome St., #700, San Francisco, CA 94111, phone 
(415) 398-4404, fax (415) 398-2732, e-mail: rags@igc.apc.org 






A GLOBAL JOURJNAL OF 
SPIRJTUAL ECOLOGY AND ACTIVISM. 

Talking Leaves covers model projects and model indiv- 
iduals whose actions are making a positive difference both 
locally and globally. Now printed on 1 00% tree-free paper! 




Subscriptions: 

I year (4 issues) $18 (individual) 

$30 all others 
$5 sample copy 
Send check or m.o. to: 

Deep Ecology Education Project 

1 430 Willamette St. #367 
Eugene, OR 97401 
(503) 342-2974 


! Call us for your tree-free paper needs. 

1 - 800 - 309-2974 
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Shark Hunt Sab July 29 

The Sea Defense Alliance (SeDnA) will be at the shark hunt in 
Elkhorn Slough south of Santa Cruz, CA, on July 29 to halt the 
bow & arrow "sport hunt" of these magnificent creatures. 

With the depletion of ocean life at an all time high, we feel 
that the killing of these sharks is uncalled for and is a serious 
threat to the chain of life in the Monterey Bay Sanctuary. 

SeDnA will be there to stop the hunt and is asking for support 
from the environmental community. They are in need of 
additional boats and donations to help maintain them. 

SeDnA is a new group of activists concerned about ocean 
issues. They use an 18 foot power boat named Auk's Revenge to 
act in the defense of marine life. 

If you are interested in helping stop the hunt, contact 
Jonathan at (408) 461-1518. If you can help with money, mail 
it to Sea Defense Alliance, POB 67121, Scotts Valley, CA 95067. 

Fermi 2 Nuclear Plant 
July 28 - August 6 


Fermi 2 is one of nine Gen- 
eral Electric reactors in the US 
that show symptoms of cracks 
in the reactor shroud. These 
cracks represent a weakness 
that could give way under stress 
and prevent the shroud from 
containing an accident. Spent 
fuel and nuclear waste from 
Fermi 2 threaten life in the 
area. In recent years, Fermi has 
dumped 1.5 million gallons of 
radioactive and contaminated 
water into Lake Erie. 

The Fermi 2 Action Project 
is conducting a summer en- 
campment July 28 through 
August 6 in Michigan. Events 


will include a solar-powered 
rally, workshops, nonviolent 
CD training, a film festival, 
and a demonstration at the 
gates of Fermi 2 on the 50th 
anniversary of the bombing 
of Hiroshima. For more infor- 
mation, contact Fermi 2 Ac- 
tion Project, 3948 Grayton, 
Detroit, Michigan 48224, or 
phone (3 1 3) 886-0608 or (3 1 3) 
884-2374. A $15 donation is 
requested. The project also 
needs donations of office sup- 
plies, art supplies, camping 
equipment, printing equip- 
ment and food. 

— Fermi 2 Action Project 


Florida 0F! 
Rendezvous 
Qugusf 
18-20 

Come sweat with us in 
the Ocala National 
Forest! We haven't 
decided on an exact 
site yet, but we are 
planning on being near 
water. We are going to 
focus on rebuilding the 
movement in Florida 
with the usual work- 
shop thing and getting 
to know one another. 
Sunday is reserved for a 
canoe trip down the 
Oklawaha. 

(Dam Kirtpatrick not 
the Oklawaha!) 

For directions call 
Heather at (904) 371- 
2952 or Audrey at 
(904) 375-1454. 


New EF! Group to Fight 
Development in California 

Attention all Orange Countians: 

The time has come for Southern California developers .... 

Things are looking bad for all of Orange County. Three toll 
roads are being carved into our wild foothills, opening up these 
once pristine lands to tomorrow's condos, strip malls, hotels, 
and fast-food joints. New housing projects seem to be erected 
overnight. Despite public protests, bulldozers are relentlessly 
rumbling through coastal sage scrub at this moment with no 
intent on stopping. All in the name of more roads, more 
houses, more profit, more people, more cars, and less of what 
we once enjoyed here in Orange County. 

Something must be done! The line has been drawn. No more 
development! And with that said, we are pleased to announce 
the emergence of yet another Earth First! group in the county — 
NORTH ORANGE COUNTY EARTH FIRST! We will be working 
closely with Orange County EF!, but we will also concentrate 
our actions in the northern part of the county. We're only in 
the planning stages, but send us a note at the address below 
showing your interest and support. Include your address, 
phone number, and lots of ideas. So hey, come join us in festive 
celebration as we tell all Orange County developers and their 
prostitute politicians to "GO BUILD IN HELL!" Down with the 
Irvine Company! 

— Jeff Kuyper, N. Orange County EF!, PO Box 693, 
Yorba Linda, CA 92686-0693 



Start A 

FOOD 
NOT 
BOMBS 

Group In your community 

You can begin feeding the hungry 
and working for peace by starting 
a Food Not Bombs group in your 
community. Food Not Bombsis a 
nonviolent all-volunteer network 
that provides free, hot vegetarian 
meals and political support to low 
income people in over 50 
communities in North America and 
Europe. Food Not Bombs is 
empowering, rewarding and FUN! 
Send $10 to Food Not Bombs for 
our helpful 128-page book that 
includes the steps for starting and 
maintaining a food recovery 
program, 30 vegan recipes for 
feeding 100 people and logos, 
flyers and letters you can reprint. 

FOOD NOT BOMBS 

3145 Geary Blvd. #12 
San Franc®*, CA 94118 
Or Call 

1 - 800 - 884-1136 
for free information 


Foundation for a 
New Consciousness: 
Transform yourself 
through literature, 
art and music: $10. 

Free brochure. 
Westgate House 
56 Westgate 
SF, CA 94127-2738 


J 


MARCH FOR REFORM 


Larry Tuttle, the Director of the Environmental Equity Committee, began an 1872-mile 
walk on May 10 from Salem, Oregon to Denver, Colorado. The 1872 miles was chosen to 
represent the "1872 General Mining Law" which governs mining on federal lands. This 
archaic law has remained largely unchanged since it was signed by President Ulysses S. 
Grant. The route is designed to include the state capitals of Oregon, Idaho, Montana, 
Wyoming and Colorado. 

Concerned citizens are invited to join Larry on the "March for Reform." Walk with Larry 
for an hour, a day, or a week. Help provide logistical support. Tell your friends in Idaho, 
Montana, Wyoming and Colorado about the March nearing them! 

The Environmental Equity Committee is asking for 1872 people to contribute $10 each to 
make the March for Reform a success. The Environmental Equity Committee is an Oregon 
political committee which supports state and national mining law reform; challenges taxpayer- 
financed subsidies to extractive industries on public land; and supports political campaign 
finance reform. Contributions to the Committee are limited to $100. 

For more information contact the Environmental Equity Committee at 610 Alder #1021, 
Portland, OR 97205, (503) 221-1683. 


TAKE HEART! 


We promise "Plain talk for 
Interesting Times." 
Politics, ecology, 
social justice, animals, 
city/country issues. 
From the heart. 
Opinion © Fiction © Poetry 
$3.50, sample; $28, 1 yr. sub. 


COUNTRY CONNECTIONS 


P.O. Box 6748 
Dept EF 

Pine .Mountain, CA 96222-6748 
806.242.1047 
fax 806.242.5704 

e-mail coountryink@aol.com 


Fishy Business from 

the Fish Folks! 


Now there are 3 
fish in our sea! 


Our “fish” products are 
spawning! We’ve added 
two more car bumper 
ornament designs. All are about 
5” long and adhesive-backed. 
Ask about our pins, T-shirts 
and more! 

Ring of Fire 

ENTERPRISES 

P.O. Box I6I8-EF, Soquel, CA 95073 
E-mail: rof@backporch.com 
Internet web site: 
http://www.backporch.com 

*Please include $1.00 each for postage & 
handling. Wholesale inquiries welcome. 



ORDER BY PHONE or FAX 408.425.7675, FAX: 408.458.2420 



Is America the Beautiful being SOLD to the highest 
bidder? Look closely at the “fine print" of recent bills passed 
and proposed by the Republican controlled Congress: 

★ Open public lands to oil drilling and mining. 

★ Reduce penalties for industrial polluting. 

★ Eliminate protection for rare and endangered species and their habitat. 

★ Remove protection for your clean water & air. 

Supporters of these measures have carefully concealed all this by failing to disclose 
the true effects of their proposed laws. In fact, large corporations are the only beneficiaries 
of these laws and they will reap huge profits as your American Wildlands are sold for their 
short-term profits. This is worse than bad policy, this smacks of patriotism sold to the 
highest bidder. 

Act now to save what little is left of America's Natural Heritage. Stop these bills and 
the supporters of the “Contract with America" now. Save America the Beautiful. 


Senators or Representatives 
Senate/House. Wash.. DC 20510 
202-224-3121 


FYesident Clinton 

1600 Pennsylvania Ave.. Wash.. DC 20500 
202-456- 1 1 1 1 

fax 202-456-2461 E-mail: Fb-esidentQwhitehouse 
sponsored by the 


Biodiversity Legal Foundation, Box 18327, Boulder, CO 80308-1327 
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Go Down in EF! History 
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Katie Lee 

Katie Lee's strong voice speaks to Colorado’s 
canyons, plateaus, and people. 

“Colorado River Songs” — $10 


Austin Lounge Lizards 

Witty, intelligent, country-western parody. Lizard 
songs poke fun at everything worth poking fun at. 

“Creatures From the Black Saloon” 

“Highway Cafe of the Damned” 

“Paint Me on Velvet” “Lizard Vision” •LIVE* 

Tapes — $10 • CD — $15 

Darryl Cherney 

Earth First! activist and media slut extraodinaire, 
his music is a campfire favorite. 

“They Sure Don’t Make Hippies Like They 
Used To!”— $12 • “Timber”— $12 

Lone Wolf Circles 

A magical journey into the wilderness with 
poetry and music. 

“Oikos”— $12 


Dana Lyons 

Dana's soulful voice and strong guitar convey a 
powerful, and often humorous, message. 

“Turn of the Wrench” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 
“Animal”— $12 

“At Night They Howl at the Moon” 

with John Seed, environmental songs for kids 
Tape— $12 • CD— $15 


A green psychedelic GRIND band out of Penn- 
sylvania that advocates monkeywrenching, 
vegetarianism and hemp legalization with their 
lyrics and music. They have a cut on “ETHOS 
MUSIC” entitled “Earth First!” and a page in the 
liner notes dedicated to EF! 

“DON’T SPARE THE GREEN LOVE” 

(See the review printed in the Eostar, 1994, issue 
of the EF!J) 

•NEW* “ETHOS MUSIC’ 

CDs — only $10 


Peg Millett 

Longtime Earth First! activist and convicted 
felonious monkeywrencher, Peg has one of the 
most beautiful voices you'll ever hear. 

“Clear Horizon” T ape — $12 • CD — $ 1 7 
The CD contains all songs from the tape plus 
eleven songs from Gentle Warrior. 

“Gentle Warrior”— $12 

Casey Neill 

Earth-based, inspiring lyrics and fast finger- 
picking, Casey's a noted Northwest musician 
and Earth First! activist. “Pawprints” — $12 

Bill Oliver 

Texan Bill Oliver sings rollicking Earth First! 
classics that have become favorite sing-alongs at 
campfires and rallies. 

“Better Things To Do” — $10 
“Texas Oasis” — $ 1 0 

Joanne Rand 

Joanne’s strong and versatile voice climbs and 
dances through her inspirational songs and music. 
“Live”— $ 1 2 • “Home” — $ 1 2 
“Choosing Sides” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 
“The Monkey-Puzzle” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz 

Walkin’ Jim's deep, powerful voice and wilderness- 

inspired lyrics will launch a howl in your heart. 

“The Vision”— $10 

“A Kid for the Wild”— $10 

“Listen to the Earth” — $10 

“Forever Wild”— $10 

“Spirit Is Still On The Run”— $10 


Citizens Band 

Hilarious songs, biting satire, and excellent harmo- 
nizing characterize this band from the Northwest. 

“A Pocketful of Rocks” — $10 

Clan Dyken 

Funky reggae with a world beat mix; you'll 
dance your feet off! ! ! 

“Family Values” — $10 • “Shundahai” — $10 


Alice DiMicele 

One of Oregon's most talented musicians. Alice 

celebrates love and life with her powerful voice. 

“Naked” Tape— $12 • CD— $15 

“Make a Change” — $12 

“It’s a Miracle” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 

“Too Controversial” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 

“Searching” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 

Robert Hoyt 

With his southern folk sound and biting, witty 
lyrics Robert is a favorite at rendezvous campfires 

“Dumpster Diving ACROSS AMERICA” 

Tape— $12* CD— $15 

“As American As You” — $12 


TCHKUNG! 


“j TCHKUNG! is the sound made by the machine 
in motion, stamping out mass produced media- 
ocrities.” They combine snare drums, violins, 
power saws and rebellious vocals to create a driving 
ethno/industiial/slam beat. This band threatens to 
change the entire Earth First! music scene. 

•NEW* CD— only $9 


Greg Keeler 

Marvelous country-folk satire. Greg Keeler's wit 
must be heard to be fully appreciated and 
laughed at. 

“Songs of Fishing, Sheep 
and Guns in Montana” — $10 
“Talking Sweet Bye & Bye” — $10 
“Bad Science Fiction” — $10 
“Post-Modern Blues” — $10 
“Enquiring Minds”— $10 


Calling for submissions for the 1996 
EFJ calendar. We are interested in 
dates of milestones in Earth 
First! and environmental 
history, pertinent quotes, 
photos, poetry and artwork. 

Send ideas and submissions to: 

Calendar Project 
EF! Journal, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 


Rubber S 
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Books, T-Shirts and Much, More!!!! 


Books 

Earth First! Songbook 

77 songs/33 artists/Guitar Chords/Info — $10 

If An Agent Knocks 

In Spanish & English, 15 pages — $1 

The Monkeywrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey Fiction, 387 pages — $6 

A Sand County Almanac 

With Essays on Conservation from Round River 

By Aldo Leopold, 295 pages — $9 

Timber Wars and Other Writings 

By Judi Bari, 89 pages — $12 

Waste of the West: 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs, 602 pages — $28 

Wilderness on the Rocks 

By Howie Wolke, Ned Ludd Books, 240 pages — $15 

ECODEFENSE: 

A Field Guide to Monkey wrenching 

(1993) 3rd edition 

By Dave Foreman & Bill Haywood 
Ned Ludd Books 350 pages — $18 



T-Shirts 

All t-shirt designs are available in medium, large 
and extra large; for XXLarge add an additional $3 


Bumperstickers 

$1 each, except as marked 


EF! Fist 

Green Fist on Unbleached — $10 

Black on green or red — $12 

Multi-color on black or forest green — $13.50 

No Fucking Compromise 

Black — $12 

EF! Tools 

Unbleached — $10 


•American Wilderness: 


Love it or Leave it Alone 
•Another Mormon on Drugs 
•Copulate Don’t Populate 



Free the Earth 

Turquoise — $12 



A Higher Law — 
Unbroken Wilderness 
Forever 

Multi-color on unbleached — $12 



Visualize Direct Action 

Black on unbleached — $10 


•Darwin 

•Developers Go Build in Hell 
•Don’t Like Environmentalists? 

Put Them Out of Work 
•Dream Back the Bison, 

Sing Back the Swan 
•Earth First! 

•Fight the Power! 

•Hay duke Lives! 

•I’d Rather Be Monkeywrenching 
•If Your Pecker Was as Small as Mine, 
You’d Need a Muscle Wagon, Too 
(on cheap paper @ .50 ea) 

•Love Your Mother, Don’t Become a Father 
•Love Your Mother, Don’t Become One 
•Native 

•Nature Bats Last 

•Not Politically Correct 

•Pay Your Rent, Work for the Earth 

•Question Technology 

•Real Men Don’t Shoot Wolves 

•Real Men Get Vasectomies 

•Rescue the Rainforest 

•Resist Much, Obey Little 

•Save the Dammed Salmon 

•Save the Wild 

•Stop Clearcutting 

•Stop Clearcutting (on cheap paper @ .50 ea) 

•Stop Public Lands Ranching 
•Stop the Forest Service, 

Save Our Wild Country 
•Subvert the Dominant Paradigm 
•Thank you for not breeding. 

•Think Globally, Act Locally 
•Visualize Industrial Collapse 
•Wolves, Not Cows 


Clip and send to: Earth First! Merchandise, P O Box 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 

EARTH FIRST! MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 


Quantity Description Color Size Price 





































NAME STREET TOTAL 



CITY STATE ZIP COUNTRY 

Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. Call us at (503) 741-9191 if you haven’t received your order. Please use this form for ordering. Thanks! 
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T-SHIPT POINTING FOP ECO-ACTIVISTS 


SURVIVAL LINES provides useful tools — T-SHIRTS — for people 
working to protect the Earth. All our shirts are available at bulk prices for environ- 
mental groups. If your group contemplates developing its own t-shirts to support 
your advocacy of the Earth, get in touch with us. We will guide you thru the process- 
- moving from idea thru graphic design to a final run of quality shirts. We currently 
print several of the shirts available in the EF! Journal. This print shop was bom in 
the Oregon environmental movement, but we also do shirts for musicians and others. 

New Shirts for SALE: 

KEEP THE OZONE One of a series of snowboarding frog designs 
produced to dramatize the increasing dangers to amphibians from the 
thinning ozone layer. The Front is a print of a highway sign that says ‘No 
Fossil Fuel’ and stands amidst skulls. The back is a six color print. Long 
sleeve, white, 100% cotton, M-L-XL, $12 on factory seconds. 

NO FOSSIL FUEL Graphic of gushing black oil well, 
splashing drums and skulls with yellowed eyes/fading aqua earth 
in one eye socket (below). Printed on white background on 
assorted dark shirts — purple, black, burgundy, forest green, 
plum, or indigo (please list three color choices). Short sleeve, 

100% cotton, L-XL, $14 - NO NEW 

FERRY 
STREET 
BRIDGE 

Black and green 
graphic of an 
approach to an 
asphalt & steel 
bridge with giant 
red ‘NO.’ This 
hip shirt/with 
street' graphic was 

part of a success- ful citizen’s campaign to stop a massive 
highway renovation in Eugene. We throw it out to the 
Universe for all activists. Back of shirt has NO FOSSIL 
FUEL image (shown at left). Printed on factory seconds. 
Shortsleeve, white, 100% cotton M-L-XL-XXL, $10 

OF INTEREST: 

CITIZEN FISH We printed a new t-shirt design for 
Citizen Fish’s 1994 Arizona, California, and Nevada tour 
(not shown). The image of yellow, orange, and white is 
available. Short sleeve, black, 100% cotton, $10 
Send SASE ford FREE stickers and an informative brochure. All 
prices include shipping. Multiple shirts to the same address subtract 
$2. Send check or M.O. with written instructions to: Box 10324, 
Eugene, OR 97440-2324. Retail stores may also inquire. Write, 

503-689-8976 





BUY NOTHING DA Y! 

Tired of Corporate Welfare? 

Tired of being told that you are what you buy? 

Tired of being sold on participating in another day of protest?... 


Come on anyway and join us by protesting 
at your local Mall and tell everyone to 

BUY NOTHING! 


Sunday, September 24th 


We’re asking people all over to 
participate in Buy Nothing Day. Join us 
that day at your local Mall to 
demonstrate our consumer power. Help 
promote any of the dozens of corporate 
boycott campaigns sponsored by human 
rights and environmental groups. 
Together our voices will be heard in the 
boardrooms and the media. Exercise 
freedom of speech at stores selling 
unethical products from giant, greedy 


corporations. Pick your "favorite” 
products or corporations and tell people 
to BUY NOTHING! That’s the general 
theme and anything else is up to you! 
Some people might want to block a 
lumberyard selling old growth or 
rainforest wood, yell about slave labor 
products, confiscate some illegal 
rainforest furniture or stop the sale of 
animal products or products tested on 
animals... the list goes on and on. 


We’ll get you an action packet with corporate fact sheets, petitions and 
all sorts of goodies to help you tear down the Corporate Machine! 
Write or call Wetlands Preserve, 161 Hudson St. NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-4225 or 966-5244 fax (212) 925-8715. 

ECONOMISTS 

WITH EVERY FOREST THAT FALLS. . .WITH EVERY OIL SPILL. . WITH EACH NEW CANCER 

MUST LEARN 

PATIENT DIAGNOSED... WITH EVERY NUCLEAR ACCIDENT... THE GNP GOES UP 

TO SUBTRACT 



The shaded box on the right below is for subscription 
sales commissioners ' addresses. Write your 
name in here if you sell a $25 subscription 
to someone and we will send you $5. 

It's a deal you can't pass up! 



HOW ABOUT A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE JOURNAL!?! 


How did you hear 
of the EF! Journal? 


Clip and send to 

EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL 

Subscriptions, PO Box 1415 
Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 741-9191 

O$500 Lifetime Subscription 


: : : iszsss 










O $25 Regular Rate 

CD $15-20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library 
CD $35 (US$) Surface Mail, International 

O $ DONATION 

Subscriber Name 


CD $35 First Class Mail: US, Canada or Mexico 
CD $35 Brown Bag (First Class in a plain wrapper) 
CD $45 (US$) Air Mail, International 
o $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 


Address 
City 


State 


Zip. 


Country. 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential. If you use an alias, make sure that the post office knows that you, 
or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. And don't worry, we never trade lists. 
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Earth First! Directory 

ALASKA Mike McKinney Kangaroo EF! 

10587 Oak Knoll Dr. East POB 332, Williams ,OR 97544 

Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 


Alaska EF! Wally World 

POB 670647, Chugiak, AK 99567 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

ARIZONA 

Phoenix EF! 

POB 8795, Phoenix, A Z 85066 
Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
CALIFORNIA 
Northcoast EF! 

POB 4796, Areata, CA 95521 
(707) 839-5847 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Cherney 

POB 34, Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
(707) 839-5847 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Nevada County EF! 

374 Mill St., Grass Valley, CA 95945 
(916) 274-2956 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

Bay Area EF! Hotline (510) 848-8724 

Wiley Coyote 

POB 74283, Davis, CA 95617 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 72291, Davis, CA 95616 
(916) 753-1678 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
N. Orange County EF! 

POB 693, Yorba Linda, CA 92686-0693 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4960-593, Irvine, CA 92716 
(714) 451-3578 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 906-6833 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102 
Pasadena, CA 91107-6921 
(909) 338-5856 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 33663, San Diego, CA 92163 


Walkabout 

POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 
(303) 943-2354 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 

Michael Lewinski 

2040 16th St., Boulder, CO 80302 

(303) 443-7436 

Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
Emaihaq328@freenet.hsc.colorado.edu 
Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 
The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Kirsten Atkins 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Roaring Fork EF! 

Ill Polo Road 

Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Alachua EF! 

3108 SE 16th Ten., Gainsville, FL 32641 
(904) 375-1454 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
Tate Student Center, U of GA 
Athens, GA 30602 

HAWAII 

Christopher Hope-Cowing 
POB 1031, Makawao, HI 96768 
(808) 572-2546 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation 
1501 1/2 N. 13th St., Boise, ID 83702 
(208) 345-8077 
Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 882-9755, fax (208) 883-0727 
ILLINOIS 
Chicago EF! 

POB 6424, Evanston, IL 60204 
Red Buffalo EF! 

POB 185, Normal, IL 61761 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 

INDIANA 

South Central Indiana EF! 

POB 411, Madison, IN 47250 


Rome City, IN 46784 

IOWA 

Tallgrass Prairie EF! 

POB 305, Iowa City, LA 52244 

MAINE 

Maine EF! 

POB 183, Harmony, ME 04942 
Solon EF! 

RFD 1, Box 4025, Solon, ME 04979 
Bob and Amy 

POB 5608, Augusta, ME 04330 
MARYLAND 
Anacostia-Rock Creek EF! 

POB 5625, Takoma Park, MD 20913 
(301) 270-0857 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass EF! 

POB 708, Littleton, MA 01460-2708 

(508) 952-6215 

Eco-boy 

POB 3150, Martha's Vineyard, MA 02557 
Mid-Connecticut River Valley EF! 
POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 
MICHIGAN 
Red Cedar EF!/ 

MSU Mt. Graham Coalition 

127 Whitehills Drive 

E. Lansing, MI 48823 

(517) 351-4490 

MINNESOTA 

Big Woods EF! 

c/o Arise! Bookstore 

2441 Lyndale Ave. South 

Minneapolis, MN 55405 

MIS SOUR I 

Big River EF! 

50 Clarkson Ctr., Suite 493 
Chesterfield, MO 63017 
Ray O McCall 
Rt. 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 
(314) 443-6832 
74747.2052@compuserve.com 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies BiodiversityProject 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 


(406) 585-9211 

NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 

370 Bordeaux Road 

Chadron, NE 69337 

(308) 432-3458 

NEW IERSEY 

Dirty, Rotten Radicals 

103 Delavan St. 

New Brunswick, NJ 08901 
PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 
POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 
(201) 748-4322 
NEW YORK 

Greater Adirondack Bioregion 
1523 Phoenix Avenue 
Schenectady, NY 12308 
Wetlands Preserve/James Hansen 
161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244, fax (212) 925-8715 
Foghorn 

Quadrilateral Commisson 
POB 703, Huntington, NY 11743 
(516) 424-6499 

NORTH CAROLINA 

KatuahEF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

POB 14113, Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
(216) 397-9295 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 

Hock-Hocking Watershed EF! 
Whaley Mander (614) 592-5153 

OREGON 

Stumptown EF! / 

POB 42361, Portland, OR 97242 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll. SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Central Ecotopia EF! 

427 SW Madison #113 
Corvallis, OR 97333 
(503) 758-2930 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 343-7305 


(503) 592-3386 

Blue Mts. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
OKLAHOMA 
Ecocentric Vegans EF! 

POB 891646, OKC, OK 73189-1646 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Preserve Appalacian Wilderness/ 

Mid-Atlantic Biodiversity Project 

917 Church St., Indiana, PA 15701 

(412) 349-5936 

Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave., Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 237-A Elk Ln., Montrose, PA 18801 

TENNESSEE 
Katuah EF! 

Tennesse Valley Faction 

POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 

(615) 624-3939 

TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

POB 7292, U Stn., Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 320-0413 
Corpus Christi EF! 

4114 Claudia 
Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 2120 
Point Blank, TX 77364 
UTAH 

Autonomy House 
POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 
VERMONT 
Two Rivers EF! 

POB 85, Sharon, VT 05065 
Biodiversity Liberation Front 
The ALARM 

J.R., POB 804 , Burlington, VT 05402 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(703) 885-6983 

Massive Retaliation 

2129 General Booth Blvd. #253 

Virginia Beach, VA 23454-5872 

(804) 468-3180 

Sherman 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 
WASHINGTON 
Olympic EF! 

Whole Bird, 1 12 Umatilla 
Port Townsend, WA 98368 
Seattle EF! WA EF! Bulletin 
POB 60164, Seattle, WA 98160 
Cheetwoot EF! ENTMOOT! 

POB 10147, Olympia, WA 98502 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 

Rt. 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

Wishetee 

POB 226, Glenville, WV 26351 

WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters Journal 
& Midwest Headwaters Action 
c/o Madison Peace Co-op 
731 State, Madison, WI 53711 
(608) 255-8765 or (608) 241-9426 
Hank Bruse 
235 Travis Drive 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 
(715) 423-5636 
North Forests EF! 

POB 725, Oshkosh, WI 54902 
(414) 426-2357 

SUPPORT JAILED 
ACTIVISTS 

Lise Olson 
1548420. POB 5001 
Dwight, IL 60420 

National Activist 

Network 

POB 19515 

Sacramento, CA 95819 
(916) 452-7179 

North American 
ALF Support Group 

POB 8673, Victoria, BC 

CANADA V8X 3S2 


COLORADO 


Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 


International EF! Directory 


AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 
John Seed 

POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21-85-05 

EF! Australia 

Canopy and Noemi, POB 1738Q 

GPO, Melbourne, Victoria 

(03) 354-7972, fax (03) 416-2081 

CANADA 

EF! Vancouver 

POB 176, 1472 Commercial 

Vancouver, BC V5L 3X9 

(604) 473-0174 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 

EF! Manitoba 

15-222 Osborne St. South 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 

(204) 453-9052 

EF! Toronto 

PO Box 70, 1576 Queen St West 

Toronto, Ontario M6R 1A6 

(416) 534-5323 

EF! Ottawa 

Box 4612 Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 

EF! Montreal 

Diffusion Noire 

c/o Librairie Alternative 

2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 

Montreal, PQ H2X2T3 

DENMARK 

EF! Denmark 

c/o Troels Floe, 5,th 

43 Absalonsgade, 1658 Copenhagen V 

(45) 31228241 

ENGLAND 

(Over 60 local groups exist in the British 
Isles, for a list, write to one of them.) 
Leeds EF! 

16 Sholebroke Ave., Chapeltown 
Leeds LS7 3HB, Yorkshire 
(0532) 629427 or 629365 
E-mail: comerstone@gn.apc.org 
London EF! 

Cooltan Bldg., 372 Coldharbour Ln. 
Brixton, London, SW9 
(071) 737-0100 
Manchester EF! 

Dept. 29, 1 Newton St. 

Piccadilly, Manchester Ml 1HW 
(061) 225-7128 
Norwich EF! 

Des Keane, 48 Bethel Street 
Norwich, Norfolk 
(0603) 631007, fax (0603) 666879 
E-mail: gn:reforest 
Oxford EF! 

Box E, 111 Magdalen Road 
Oxford OX4 IRQ 


(0865) 201706, fax: (0865) 201705 
E-mail: gn:eartharc 
South Downs EF! 

Prior House, 6 Tilbury Place 
Brighton/East Sussex BN2 2GY 
FRANCE 
Resistance verte 
Editions ARS, BP 890 
44022 Nantes Cedex 01 
GERMANY 
EF! Germany 

Avalon, Friedrich-Ebert-Str. 24 
45127 Essen 

MMA 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 SAVE 
Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya LokPATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 
PHILIPPINES 
Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 
Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
PQLANP 

Workshop For All Beings 

ul. Modrzewskiego 29/3, 

43-300 Bielsko, Biala 
fax: 0048-30-29496 

RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80 
E-mail: tretyput@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93 
E-mail: rk@glas.apc.org 
SC OTL AND 
Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
+44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 
fax: +44 (0)41 424 3688 
E-mail: scotree@gn.apc.org 

S LOVAKIA 

Earth First! 

A. Hlinku 11, 96001 Zvolen 


anuel A. Demandes 
Taller de E. A. A CURUXA 
J. B. Xelmirer J, Campus Universitaria 
1570 S Santiago 
tel. 584321, fax 584533 
UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
c/o Nadia Shevchenko 
Glushkova 17-22, Kiev, 252187 
(044) 266-93-10 
E-mail: nadia@glas.apc.org 


Earth First! Campaigns 
6 Projects 


The Boycott Quarterly 
POB 30727, Seattle, WA 98103 
Carmageddon c/o EF!UK 
9 Cazenove Road 
London, N16 6PA UK 
Cascadia Fire Ecology 
Education Project 
POB 3563, Eugene, OR 97403 
Coast Watch 

POB 1811, Rockland, ME 04841 
Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers 
Video Project 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867 


Direct Action Fund 

POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 376-7329, fax 631-7958 

Kids for Konservation 
Eagle Watch 

c/o EF!f, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 
Ranching Task Force 
POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 
(602) 578-3173 

Sea Defense Alliance (SeDnA) 

POB 67121, Scotts Valley, CA 95067 

Video Warriors 

POB 2182 , Berkeley, CA 94702 

Warrior Poet Society 

Bancroft & Telegraph 

ASUC Box 361, Berkeley, CA 94720 


For changes to the 
Directory write or call: 

Earth First! Journal 

POB 1415 
Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 741-9191 


Fund for Wild Nature 

A non-profit, tax-exempt 
foundation which funds 
scientific research, education 
and literature projects. Funding 
proposals can be sent to: 

Fund for Wild Nature 

POB 1657 

Corvallis, OR 97339 
(503) 757-1780 


GIVE US YOUR 
MONEY, PLEASE 


Tired of giving your money to 
a federal government out of 
(y)our control? So are we. Tired 
ot spending money on layers of 
corporate/environmental 
bureauacracy while watching 
your world collapse around 
you? EF! gels things done 
without big salaries. How about 
donating some ot your hard 
earned $$ directly to any ot the 
hard working groups listed here 
ai d/oi to us at the Earth First! 
Journal? Make checks payable 
to Earth First! Thank you in 
advance for your generosi 
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EF! Occupies California Department 
of Forestry 


By Karen Pickett 


The 1995 Round River Rendezvous 
site on the Mad River: the half moon 
hadset, and I could almost hear, though 
it was in my dreams, the frantic activity 
going on in another campground 75 
miles away. Fifty or so EFlers, fresh 
from a week at the Rendezvous but 
operating on precious little sleep, were 
scurrying around in the moonless dark. 

They divided up gear, wolfed down a 
little breakfast, and counted out the 
lockboxes, handcuffs and bike locks. 

"They're pounding and screaming, 
dancing on the roof," exclaimed a 
worried California Department of Forestry (CDF) 
office assistant as at least a dozen Earth Firstlers took 
to the roof of the Fortuna office building early on 
July 5. "They're all over the place." 

CDF is the agency that oversees the logging plans 
on private lands in the state, and of late has "over- 
seen" (to be generous), many plans for the ancient 
redwoods in the Headwaters Forest of northern 
California. 

While those on the roof unfurled banners, others 
took over two administrative offices, announcing 
to the dumbstruck employees, "We're here with 
some serious complaints. Sorry, no business as usual 
today." A few wily activists proceeded to play secre- 
tary until CDFers managed to disconnect their phone 
lines, and some people locked down to desks. Out in 


The roof gang on the CDF building with uniformed friends 

the parking lot, folks hauled drums and guitars out 
of their cars. It truly looked, felt and tasted like a 
total occupation. We settled in for a few hours. 

Meanwhile, a band of Earth Firstlers quietly hiked 
to the active Pacific Lumber logging site in the Yager 
Creek watershed of the Headwaters Forest. A special 
order item accompanied the activists, a wrecked 
four-door Chevy painted with slogans like 
"MAXXAM out of Humboldt County." The car 
found its resting place at the Newburg gate. Support 
people helped a blockader lock himself to the steer- 
ing column in the Chevy while two others locked to 
other parts of the body. Click, click, click. Two more 
people secured themselves to the gate. Another gate 
was buried in three feet of rubble. 

continued on page 10 


French Navy Attacks Greenpeace Ship 

Protestors Respond Worldwide 


by Twilly Cannon 

In the early morning hours of July 10, 1995, 150 
French commandos stormed the Greenpeace flag- 
ship Rainbow Warrior II ( RW IF) as it entered the 
territorial waters of Moruroa protesting France's de- 
cision to resume nuclear testing. During the attack, 
the French frigate Vendemaire rammed the RWII, 
punching a hole above the waterline. This incident, 
coming on the tenth anniversary of the bombing of 
the original Rainbow Warrior by French agents, ig- 
nited a firestorm of protest around the world. The 
attack came on the heels of international outrage 
over France's nuclear testing decision. 

The R W II had departed from New Zealand on J une 
1 4, amid massive anti-nuke rallies. Two days later the 
French embassy in Perth, Australia was completely 
destroyed by a firebomb. Greenpeace issued a state- 
ment condemning the act, but some media pre- 
sented it as a quid pro quo for the bombing of the first 
Rainbow Warrior. The mayor of Brisbane, Australia 
publicly tore up the sister city agreement with Nice, 
France. On June 20 more than 1 5,000 people marched 
in Paris to protest nuclear testing. Demonstrations 
also occurred in 50 other French cities. 

The RWII arrived in Raratonga, Cook Islands, and 
was welcomed by the largest demonstration in the 
nation's history. Many island nations were discuss- 
ing a boycott of the upcoming Pacific Games to 
protest the tests. Gold-medal body-builder Felix 


Enoka declared: "It will break my heart not to go [to 
the Pacific Games], but it's a question of my health, 
my children's health, and their children's health." 
In Australia, dock workers refused to handle French 
ships. Protesters dumped loads of dead fish and 
garbage at the French embassy in Wellington, New 
Zealand. Flight attendants on Quantas Airlines re- 
fused to serve French wines or duty-free goods. In 
Amsterdam, activists blockaded the gangways to 
four French naval training vessels. 

June 29 

Activists delivered an oversized can of "radioac- 
tive mushrooms" to the French embassy in Mexico 
City. The RW II arrived in Papeete, Tahiti, where it 
was greeted by thousands of islanders demonstrat- 
ing against the tests. The French government re- 
fused entry to the ship as the crowd swelled to over 
15,000. Spontaneous demonstrations broke out all 
over the city. Protestors-formed human roadblocks 
which closed all the roads entering Papeete and 
paralyzed the city. The police force was overwhelmed 
and 200 riot police were called in from New 
Caledonia. A second Greenpeace ship, the Bifrost 
(Norse for rainbow) sailed for Moruroa. 

Early July 

Five thousand Tahitians marched against the 
French territorial government. The RWII sailed for 
Moruroa while hundreds of islanders blew conch 
shells as a send-off. In Jakarta, Indonesia, activists 

continued on page 9 


Salvage Rider of 
the Apocalypse 


by James A. Barnes 

July 27, 1995. Remember this as the day when 
President Bill Clinton signed into law a bill that 
wiped out virtually all environmental laws on na- 
tional forests and Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) lands. This law, the Emergency Salvage Tim- 
ber Program, mandates that public forests be cut "to 
the maximum extent feasible"... "notwithstanding 
any other provision of law," including judicial or- 
ders. That means total logging, in total absence of 
law. The provision extends to December 3 1 , 1 996, at 
which time the two land management agencies can 
offer as many sales as they can dream up. The 
cutting can take as long as they like. 

The vehicle was a "rescissions" bill, a budget- 
cutting measure that rescinded money already allo- 
cated for federal programs. It was a big bill, with a lot 
of bipartisan support; everyone in Congress wants 
to look like they're for reducing bloated govern- 
ment, especially on the backs of the poor and 
disenfranchised. The president wanted this bill, 
too. So it was a good opportunity for timber sluts 
Rep. Charles Taylor (R-NC), chair of the House 
Resources Committee, Rep. Don Young (R-AK), and 
Senator Slade Gorton (R-WA) to add on an unre- 
lated amendment — a "rider" — to the bill, HR 1944. 
If the legislation had been introduced on its own, it 
might have died in committee or actually gotten 
vetoed. In addition to rescissions, the bill provides 
for flood relief for California, bomb relief for Okla- 
homa City (what politician would vote against 
these?), and Clinton's own police-state "anti-terror- 
ism" initiative. Hell, it was a shoo-in. 

In May, Clinton announced that he would veto 
the bill, stating specifically that among the reasons 
was the salvage rider, which would "...essentially 
throw out all environmental laws." We all breathed 
a great sigh of relief. But just like in the horror 
movies — when you think the psycho killer mutant 
creature is dead, it leaps back up when the hero's 
back is turned — the bill came back to life. Senator 
Mark Hatfield (R-OR), chairman of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, saw to it that the rider 
made it back onto a resurrected rescissions bill, 
introduced June 30. The pathologically spineless 
Clinton flip-flopped and agreed to sign it. Addressing 

continued on page 5 
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The Sky is Falling! 


The Sky is Falling! 


by Julia Roll 

Everything is not okay. Now, I jlon't want you to think 
I'm Chicken Little insisting that the sky is falling, but, 
well, there are huge holes in the sky. Included in this issue 
are some of the scariest articles I've read in all of my 22 
years on this planet. 

We have an article which documents how the ozone 
hole is linked to the decline of krill which are the base of 
entire ocean food chains. 

In our cover story, Clinton signed the salvage rider into 
law. Just when we dared to think we had some environmental 
laws, the government and multinational corporations have 
predictably stabbed us in the back. ALL environmental laws 
have now been suspended on our national forests. This is 
really it. Boise Cascade could start logging any day in 
Sugarloaf, a wild and roadless area in southwest Oregon. 
Logging at Warner Creek in central Oregon may have 
begun by the time you have this Journal in your hand. If you 
live anywhere near a national forest, you can bet the timber 
corporations are slobbering at the thought of how many 
board feet they can turn your forest into. 

The passage of the salvage rider is government once again 
revealing its ugly face, its true nature. Government does not 
exist to serve the people, or to protect the Earth. Government 
exists to serve private and corporate interests. We are 
currently witnessing an enclosure movement similar to 
that which occurred in Europe in which private interests 
slowly take control of land which is supposed to be held in 
common. With the suspension of all environmental laws on our 
national forests, it is up to each of us to defend the Earth. 

There is much in this issue to inspire us. We can be awed 
by the courage and resolution of thousands in India, who 
will drown before they will leave their homes to make way 
for a dam. We can be moved by the treesitters and blockaders 
who are using their bodies to shield the Cove/Mallard are& 
in Idaho. And, we can be strengthened by going to those 
places we love to remind ourselves why we must fight. 

Contrary to Coke's new OK Cola, everything is not okay. 
What we do to the Earth, we do to ourselves. We must see 
these affronts to the planet as attacks on ourselves 
personally. What is at stake is our original home, the 
existence of ecosystems important to all life, and the 
survival of all our animal and plant relations. 

The summer's not over yet. So get the heck out of your 
house or office NOW! If you're a lawyer, get off the phone. 
If you're a lobbyist, drive your car off the Beltway. If you're 
a parent, bring your kids. If you're a senior citizen, invite 
your raging granny friends to the protest. Are you a 
student? Quit school. 

Now is no time for despair. There's too much work to do. 

(Call Southern Willamette EFl for action information about 
Warner Creek and Kalmiopsis EF! about Sugarloaf. Their 
addresses are on page 39.) 



HOUSEKEEPING 

ADDRESS CORRECTION 

In the last issue of the Journal we printed an article 
entitled "The (Great) Bear Truth" with an outdated ad- 
dress. The new address is Search for the Great Bear, 133 
Spring Creek Dr., Kalispell, MT 59901-2343. 

LETTERS 

Due to the popularity of our letters column, we are 
requesting all letters to the editor be under 300 words. This 
is not to say that we won't print any letters over 299 words; 
it just means that you've got a better chance of seeing your 
i letter in print if it is short. 

BLANK WALL 

The "blank wall" is the tabloid which usually comprise 
the center four pages of the Journal. It is called the blank 
wall because it is written and produced outside of the 
Journal office by a group of activists, and because we don't 
edit it. You'll notice that this issue of the Journal does not 
have a blank wall. That is because no one submitted one 
this issue. (The blank wall for next issue, "Eco-Feminism," 
is accepting submissions until August 16. Send submis- 
sions to EF! J, PO Box 1415, Eugene, OR 97440.) If your 
group would like to advertise your campaign, project or 
bioregion, call us and get signed up. We can help get it 
together and we'll give you hundreds for FREE! 

This is yet another way we support grassroots activism 
here at the Journal. Thanks to our subscribers for support- 
ing the Earth First! Journal. (There is a subscription form 
on page 38.) 



Lughnasadh by Peggy Sue McRae 

Lughnasadh is a harvest festival that marks the beginning of the autumnal 
season. Lugh, the Celtic sun god, reached the pinnacle of his power at summer 
solstice. He now falls to his death, bleeding crimson light in the western sky. 

A harvest festival, Lughasadh (" cutting of first wheat") is also the time of 
sacrifice and the time for a leveling of power. Celtic historian Margaret Murry 
postulates that ancient Celts ritually killed their tribal leaders every seven years. 
Near Lindow, England, the body of a Druid prince was found perfectly preserved 
in a peat bog. It is believed that the "Lindow Man" was ritually killed 
at the time of the early Roman invasions of Britain. 

In our own culture, power is increasingly concentrated in the hands of a few 
megacorporations. The mass communications industry controlled by these 
megacorporations continually bombards us. Communications theorist Howard 
Rheingold explains: "Why torture people when you can get them to pay for 
access to electronic mind control?" Lughnasadh is a day for ritual sacrifice. 

Kill your television. 
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All submissions are edited for length 
and clarity. If an article is significantly 
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DOMENICI'S BRAVE NEW COW WORLD 



by John Horning 

Porkbarrel New Mexican Senator Pete Domenici 
wants to erase the federal deficit in seven years but 
maintain cowboy welfare forever. Why does the 
national press ignore this hypocrisy? The New 
Mexican didn't, and was attacked by the senior 
senator in a letter to the editor that was full of more 
hot air than a July 4 campaign speech. 

It's time for Senator Domenici to answer some 
hard questions. 

Like, why are public land ranchers paying 70 
percent less in real dollars today for grazing privi- 
leges than they were in 1980 (wouldn't it be nice if 
consumers were paying less for hamburgers than 
they were 15 years ago). 

Why are American taxpayers shelling out tens of 
millions of dollars to produce less than two per- 
cent of the nation's beef, as cows trample to dust 
western public land acreage larger than the entire 
eastern seaboard from Maine to Florida? Why can't 
the hobby billionaires, oil companies, life insurance 
conglomerates, and others that have a stranglehold 
on federal forage pay their fair share? 

Domenici's Livestock Welfare Act, which just 
passed out of committee, is a dream come true for 
these elite ranchers. It allows those using public 
lands for profit to violate environmental safeguards 
with impunity while denying access to hunters, 
fishermen and recreationists. It removes the Bureau 
of Land Management's current authority to penal- 
ize ranchers that kill bald eagles, fail to pay grazing 
fees, or litter public lands. 

Even more outrageous, it's no problem for ranch- 
ers with subsidized grazing permits, whipped into 
an anti-federal frenzy by right-wing extremists, to 
block rights-of-way across private lands and lock 
gates on federal lands. Thirty million acres of public 
land are a.lready off limits because landowners 
wouldn't provide public access. Domenici's bill al- 
lows ranchers to lock up even more of your land. It's 
not fair to take the public out of public lands and 
make ranchers immune from laws that ordinary 
Americans must obey. 

In fact, the bill is so extreme that Domenici could 
not even obtain the support of the Republican- 
dominated Western Governors' Association, which 
turned down a request from Governor Johnson to 
support Domenici's bill at its recent annual meeting 


in Utah. This was rightly perceived as a stealth 
beginning to another sagebrush rebellion, allowing 
ranchers to lock up even more of your land. 

Domenici misleads the public by claiming that 
"federal rangelands are in the best condition they 
have been in this country." In fact, streamside 
ecosystems, the arteries of life in the arid Southwest, 
are "in the worst shape in history" due to cattle 
grazing, according to a 1990 report by the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency. 

The report is supported by a 1991 Forest Service 
report which concluded, "there are still millions of 
acres of land and thousands of miles of stream 
courses that remain in an unsatisfactory condition. 
Riparian (streamside) areas, instead of being lush, 
green oases in those hot, dry climates, are void of 
vegetation, eroding and, frequently, as dry as the 
uplands." A long and growing list of endangered 
species dependent upon healthy streamsides pro- 
vides further evidence of a biological meltdown. 

Federal land managers could continue to ignore 
this catastrophe because taxpaying citizens, the 
deed holders of public lands, would no longer be 
" affected interests ."InDomenici's brave new world, 
the government will stop the public owners from 
making tenant ranchers clean up their act. He says 
we could still write a letter or two because the 
National Environment Policy Act would allow us to 
express views on "overall land use plans." What he 
doesn't say is that no important environmental 
decisions are made at that level. The meat and 


potatoes are served up when grazing 
permits are issued, and only ranchers 
and cowed bureaucrats are at the table. 

Finally, Senator Domenici claims that 
the competitive bids offered on unique 
BLM rangeland near Fort Stanton, which 
garnered $16 per cow (eight times the 
subsidized rate), are somehow not rel- 
evant to the debate because the lease is 
)§■ "held by an individual who has personal 
& reasons to pay a higher rate to maintain 
^ control of the lease." 

I Funny, that sounds like the unadul- 
terated free market that Republicans 
^ think everyone should compete in but 
them. 

The aversion of the cowboy aristoc- 
racy to the free market also wiped out a provision 
promoted by Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt which 
would have allowed conservation groups, like For- 
est Guardians and the Nature Conservancy, to ac- 
quire permits and keep fragile areas ungrazed. 

It's not right that the livestock industry, which 
has contributed nearly $40,000 to Domenici's re- 
election campaign over the last five years, can 
secure their subsidies with hard cash and remain 
respected cultural icons by the media, while the 
bought-off politicians are lauded as fiscal conserva- 
tives. 

If this makes you mad, do something about it. Call 
your senators at (202) 224-3121, and tell them to 
make fat-cat ranchers obey the law and pay their 
way like the rest of us. Call Senator Jeff Bingaman at 
(202) 224-5521, Senator Harry Reid at (202) 224- 
3121, and Senator Bill Bradley at (202) 224-3224, 
and encourage them to filibuster the bill. It will take 
a stampede of opposition to prevent our public 
lands from becoming private livestock litter boxes. 
To get involved contact Forest Guardians, 612 Old 
Santa Fe Trail, Suite B, Santa Fe, NM 87501; phone 
(505) 988-9126 or Renee Grandi with Predator 
Project, PO Box 6733, Bozeman, MT 59771; phone 
(406) 587-3389. 

John Homing directs the Headwaters Campaign for 
the Forest Guardians in the Southwest. A different 
version of this article appeared in The Santa Fe New 
Mexican. 


Letter y to- the/ Ldit&ry 



I'm glad to see that increasing numbers 
of EF! adherents are tackling trophy hunt- 
ing. There are two points in the issue that 
need more airing. The first one is that 
trophy hunting (as opposed to hunting 
for food) is biologically indefensible in 
that it diminishes the quality of the gene 
pool. Because it seeks to kill the finest 
specimens, it is the exact opposite of natu- 
ral selection. 

The second point is a little more inter- 
esting from a psychological standpoint — 
and something trophy hunters probably 
wouldn't want talked about too much. As 
it happens, many psychologists contend 
that trophy hunting is a sublimated search 
for a larger penis. Yes indeed, the Little 
Dick-Big Car Syndrome of song and story 
extends into the world of the "sportsman” 
(and, say what kind of a bumper sticker 
could creative minds generate around that 
fact?) In any event, dear editor, please 
inform the good souls who are fighting 
trophy hunting that Gene Therapy is with 
them in spirit. 

— Gene Therapy 

Dear Brains for Shit, 

To address the role of the environmen- 
talist in the age of information: 

While I advocate using all weapons at 
hand, the long-term strategy for saving 
the earth cannot involve technology, No 
matter how benign it seems, be it comput- 


ers, sound systems or even solar collec- 
tors, all electronics are destructive to the 
earth, as the manufacture thereof requires 
gold, cyanide, arsenide, CFC solvents, and 
many other hazardous chemicals, not to 
mention lots of energy. Technology is 
exploitive in nature, not only to the earth, 
but also towards people, as it sets up differ- 
ent classes of workers from the scientists 
down to the miners, resulting in a strati- 
fied society. A society where some mem- 


bers are more important than others leads 
to greed and opportunism, which are the 
ingredients of environmental destruction. 

The salvation of the earth is not in 
working within the system but in precipi- 
tating global industrial collapse, and the 
sooner the better, before all the indig- 
enous populations are displaced. They are 
the only hope if the human race is to have 
a future. Working within the system and 
mitigating problems only prolongs the 


agony and ensures that when it all col- 
lapses, as it must, that there is nothing left 
to recover. 

To think that somehow humans will 
"evolve" to all live peacefully together on 
this earth, ignores human nature. To the 
contrary, we are tribal in nature; that is 
what evolution has provided our kind as 
its best survival strategy. Ever since 


Continued on page 30 


The Feast of the Assumption 
of the Blessed Virgin 

by Peggy Sue McRae 

At Cove/Mallard, deep in the wild and bleeding heart of Idaho, a 
miracle occurred. To an eclectic group of activists from Ohio, Montana, 
Utah, New York, California, and Washington, celebrants from varied 
sects — Jewish, Buddhist, Mormon, and Pagan — the presence of glory 
became manifest. The appearance of the Blessed Virgin of Cove/ 
Mallard was punctuated with lightning. The heavens split wide open. 
The scent of wild roses and grand fir boughs held her aloft in a glowing 
halo of light. Her serene grace blessed us with spiders and chipmunks. 
A miraculous stream of water appeared at her feet, healing water, holy 
water. Petitions shall be sent to the Holy Church of Rome requesting 
that the site of the miraculous apparition be declared a protected Holy 
Shrine, our sacred mountain, Cove/Mallard. 
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The Campaign for Cove/Mallard: 

Protests, Arrests Continue; Three Sales Reportedly Spiked 


by James A. Barnes 

In this fourth year of the campaign to save the 
Cove and Mallard roadless areas in Idaho, the pro- 
test season has begun in high gear. Tree-sitters are 
blockading the Jack Creek road, people have locked 
onto the gates and buried themselves in roads, and 
tree-spikers have allegedly hit trees in three units 
with ceramic spikes. In June the Forest Service gave 
the go-ahead to contractors to cut the road for the 
Jack Creek sale. So far, they have managed to com- 
plete about a third of the project. Two miles of the 
northern spur remain to be built and work has yet 
to begin on the southern spur. In response, activists 
have once again put themselves in harm's way to 
stop this madness. 

As we go to press, two tree sitters, Spruce 
and Englemann, are 70 feet in the air 
along a tributary of Jack Creek. They in- 
tend to stay until the Ninth Circuit Court 
of Appeals agrees to hear the Idaho Sport- 
ing Congress's (ISC) lawsuit against the 
Forest Service. The sitters are blocking the 
northern spur of the road right-of-way to 
Big Mallard Creek, and have impeded the 
cutting of a quarter-mile swath of old 
growth spruce and fir. 

The Cove/Mallard Coalition, Native 
Forest Network, Friends of the Earth, Seeds 
of Peace, Earth First!, INWARD, Last Wil- 
derness Defense Fund, and Friends of 
Cove/Mallard have all joined together to 
halt the destruction of this important 
ligament in the heart of the Big Wild. 

Within the Greater Salmon/Selway Ecosystem are 
the River of No Return, Selway-Bitterroot and the 
Gospel Hump Wilderness Areas. Between them, in 
the Nez Perce National Forest, lies Cove/Mallard, 
the only roadless corridor linking the largest re- 
maining roadless area in the lower 48. 

Teeming with wildlife such as moose, black bear, 
elk, wolverine, lynx; bordered by the Salmon river, 
the last refuge of the endangered Snake River chinook 
salmon; clothed in the cool, spartan forest of subal- 
pine fir, spruce and lodgepole pine — Cove/Mallard 
is a treasure, not a cash machine. 

The Forest Service intends to build 1 45 miles of road 
and extract 81 million board feet of timber at public 
expense, ripping 200 clearcuts of 30-40 acres each into 
the wilderness. Within the Cove/Mallard area the 
Forest Service has planned nine individual sales. The 
Jack Creek sale is the third. The first, Grouse, has 
already been cut and the second, Noble, is still being 
logged. Though the Forest Service intended to com- 
plete logging in all nine sales by now, thanks to 
everyone who has worked on this campaign, the sales 
are way behind schedule. As Uncle Ramon says, 
"Progress delayed is progress denied." 

Now that folfcs are turning up buried in the roads 
and locking onto sheriff deputies' cars, Nez Perce 
National Forest Supervisor Mike King has again put 
a federal closure order on the sale areas to protect 
the Forest Service's "investment in the road." 
Recent Actions 

On June 19, two activists buried themselves in the 
Jack Creek road. Wally Brown of Moscow, Idaho, 
chained himself to the bumper of Idaho Sheriff's 
Deputy Didier's car; apparently he wanted to liven 
up the somewhat somnolent law enforcement scene. 
Wally was subsequently charged with interfering 
with an officer. The next day, Undersheriff Stroop 
had to explain why Wally was made to shower in 
jail with the bumper still attached to his neck; "We 
just couldn't get it off him," he said. 

Wally entered a guilty plea and spent six days in 
the pokey. Meanwhile, certain conspiracy theorists 
have uncovered the curious fact that Deputy Didier's 
wife is the freddie in charge of contract compliance, 
meaning that her job depends on nobody interfer- 
ing with timber harvest in Cove/Mallard. Questions 
of conflict of interest have been raised. 

On June 27, Ric Valois of Vaughn, Montana, 
undertook a solo three-hour blockade. Ric chained 
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his neck to the gate of the Noble Road. When timber 
workers showed up, they amused themselves by 
dragging Ric by the neck as they swung the gate 
open and closed. Ric was also assaulted by a truck 
while locked to the gate. A trucker who drove up 
against his feet threatened to crush him. Luckily, 
the man was persuaded to desist before he was 
overcome by his murderous impulses. 

The Forest Service removed and arrested Ric and 
charged him with violating the closure, and blocking 
and restricting gate access. His trial is set for August 1 
in Moscow, ID. Five others were cited for violating the 
closure order at the same time as Ric. Their court 
appearances are scheduled for August 30. 

Interestingly, no one arrested this summer has 


been charged with the "Earth First! law" that makes 
interfering with logging operations a felony. 

Tree spiking 

On July 15, the Forest Service and the Idaho 
County Sheriff's Department received the following 
notice: 

to whom it may concern: 

in the interest of avoiding tragic injuries to 
forestry workers, we give you fair warning 
that portions of three sale units within the 
timber sales known as cove and mallard have 
been spiked — these units are jack, noble and 
rhett. the spikes used in this process were 
ceramic and were placed approximately six to 
eight feet above the tree bases, understand- 
ably we are not at liberty to reveal the location 
of the specific trees, have a nice day. 

with love for all that is wild, 

elves for habitat 

Cove/Mallard Coalition spokesperson 
Jake Kreilick said, "Activists in Cove/Mal- 
lard have a proven nonviolent track record 
that reflects our commitment to protect- 
ing our remaining roadless areas. Tree- 
spiking is not part of that track record." 

Aptly describing his employer, the US govern- 
ment, Forest Service Resource Officer Ibor Mereszczak 
claimed that, "Anyone who will put their ideals and 
agenda above the safety and lives of people is a 
terrorist in my book." 

Dick Willhite of Shearer Lumber, surprised and 
hurt, stated, "I didn't think they were this vicious." 

But Coalition sage Uncle Ramon said, "Our posi- 
tion is non-violent resistance, no danger to persons 
and property and no tree-spiking." 

Republican Idaho congressional representatives 
Larry Craig and Helen Chenoweth responded to the 
tree-spiking in their own twisted way by introduc- 
ing a bill in the US House of Representatives on July 
2 1 that would raise prison sentences for tree-spiking 
to 40 (that's right, forty) years. When questioned by 
a reporter whether he would support 40-year sen- 
tences for people who firebomb abortion clinics, 
Craig said, "I choose not to make that comparative." 
Legal Update 

Road contracting company Highland Enterprises, 
the plaintiff in the Strategic Lawsuit Against Public 
Participation (SLAPP) suit against Cove/Mallard ac- 
tivists, continues to try to get Mike Merkley, Forest 


Service Special Agent in Charge of Harassing Earth 
First!ers, to testify on its behalf. When Highland 
asked Merkley to testify, Jack Ward Thomas, Chief 
of the freddies, sent him a note ordering him not to. 
Merkley has been subpoenad, however, so it will be 
interesting to find out what the Forest Service doesn't 
want discovered in deposition. Meanwhile, the pro- 
cess grinds on. The plaintiff has had the opportu- 
nity to depose Cove/Mallard activists, and now the 
defense is asking sticky questions of Highland, the 
Forest Service, etc. There have been rumors that 
Highland Enterprises might drop some defendants 
from the suit, but we are unable to confirm this. 

As for the lawsuits to protect Cove/Mallard, Judge 
Lodge of the US District Court in Boise ruled that the 
Idaho Sporting Congress (ISC), which has spear- 
headed the legal defense of Cove/Mallard, has to 
pay the Intermountain Forest Industry Association 
and Shearer Lumber Co. legal expenses amounting 
to about $4,500. ISC dropped the suit when the 
Forest Service complied with the law in question 
(agency consultation with National Marine Fisher- 
ies Service as specified under the Endangered Spe- 
cies Act). ISC expects this spiteful ruling to be 
dropped, but industry spokespeople got to make 
predictable crowing noises in the press. By no 
means discouraged by this setback, however, ISC 
appealed its other Cove/Mallard lawsuit to the 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals in April, and filed a 
reply brief on Forest Service violations of the Na- 
tional Environmental Policy Act and National For- 
est Management Act in late July. Stay tuned for 
further developments. 

Come to Cove/Mallard: 

You are urgently needed in Cove/Mallard! Help 
make life so sad and unrewarding for the Forest 
Service and timber crazies that they all quit and 
move to Spokane. Be prepared for weather, espe- 
cially of the cold and wet variety. Also, lest we forget 
the Earth First! felony law, everyone is urged to halt 
or impede logging operations in Idaho. 


Try to make it out for International Wild Rockies 
Wilderness Week, August 14-20 (see announce- 
ment, page 34 ). 

If you want to see footage of Cove/Mallard actions 
and/or use them as outreach tools, videos are avail- 
able from the Missoula Coalition office (see below). 
Fifteen dollars will get you Defending the Big Wild 
with new, updated footage. An entirely new video 
will be released soon, so watch for ordering info in 
upcoming issues. 

Contact the Cove/Mallard Coalition at PO Box 
8968, Moscow, ID 83843, phone (208) 882-9755; or 
at 127 East Main St., Missoula, MT 59802, phone 
(406) 549-3978. 

Contact the Friends of Cove/Mallard Activist Ori- 
entation Center in Missoula (see announcement 
page 34) at (406) 728-0867. 

For a brief recorded "State of the Cove/Mallard 
Campaign" message, updated weekly, call (801) 
379-8925 or (if you're penniless and it's an emer- 
gency — really) (800) 889-5277. 

Contributions of money or equipment may be 
made to the above addresses or to the Last Wilder- 
ness Defense Fund, PO Box 9970, Moscow, ID 83843. 



Logging trucks heading to the Jack Creek road the day ofRic's action 



The Noble Sale today 



Salvage Apocalypse . . . 

continued from front page local federal district court within 15 days of the Willamette National Forest. It too is released from 
the salvage amendment, the president declared, initial advertisement of a sale, but a lawyer will tell its injunctions. All over the country, places like 
"My administration will carry out this program you that such an amount of time is ludicrously short these that have been fought over for years now lie 
with its full resources and a strong commitment." and is a de facto prohibition in itself. Should a case legally defenseless. 

That program is now law. be filed, the sale is put on hold for 45 days, after It's gone, folks — it's all gone. Public lands law, for 

What The Bill Does which no injunction or restraining order against what little good it did our nation's wild forests, has 

During the "emergency" period (till the end of the cutting can be granted between court proceed- been stripped away.* With it has fallen the pretense 
1996), the US Forest Service (USFS) and the BLM are ings, rulings, etc. So even if citizens could win on the that ours is a democratic nation of citizens, protect- 
enjoined to prepare and award as many salvage merits of a case, sales may be cut during litigation, ing and enjoying the common wealth. With this 
timber sales as they possibly can above and beyond Ultimately, the only way citizens may prevail is if salvage law, we are facing nothing less than enclo- 
the normally programmed level. Salvage is defined a judge rules that an agency has acted in an "arbi- sure — the transfer of our common lands into private 
as the removal of trees that are diseased or insect- trary and capricious" manner. But since there are no hands. We have no choice but to revolt, 
infested, dead, damaged, down, burned or "immi- longer any environmental laws for them to break, What You Can Do 

nently susceptible" to being burned or eaten by and they plan and implement these sales at their Help organize the Salvage Rebellion: write Land of 
bugs. It also includes "associated" trees or, get this, whim, agency officials are practically required to be Disenchantment Earth First!, PO Box 40445, Albu- 
"trees lacking the characteristics of a healthy and arbitrary and capricious. Ain't no lawsuits gonna be querque, NM 97196. 

viable ecosystem." Basically, all trees on all national won by citizens under this law, period. Never stop writing and writing letters and op-ed 

forests and BLM lands are on the block. The only Jessica Matthews recently stated in the Washing- pieces to newspapers. If they can do ads, so can we; 
lands exempted from the saws are designated wil- ton Post, "Closing of a public resource to judicial get it on the TV. Feed our journalist friends; feed 'em 
derness areas, wilderness study areas in Montana review is dangerous to a democracy and unworthy good. They like conflict and controversy, with plenty 
and Colorado, roadless areas recommended for wil- of a nation of laws." It is this threat that provokes an Q f catchy slogans and exciting images, 
derness in agency planning documents, or any area alliance of many otherwise disparate interests. For Demand that national environmental groups act. 
protected by federal statute. In addition to new instance, a coalition of groups including the Ameri- Don't let the politicians so much as show up at a 
sales, the law specifies that salvage sales in prepara- can Indian Movement, National People's Campaign, barbecue or luncheon without being hounded on 
tion fall under its provisions. We the People and the Taxpayer Assets Project, in this issue. 

Another chilling provision of this law directs the addition to many grassroots environmental groups, Don't let scientists hide any longer behind "ob- 
agencies to employ "private contractors" in its sal- expressed bitter opposition to the salvage rider, jectivity" as an excuse for inaction and servility to 
vage operations. There aren't anywhere near enough They stated that if Clinton and the government power. It's time to loudly and publicly repudiate 
federal employees to expedite the law's mandates, "cannot, or will not provide us with our inalienable biostitutes and "agency science." 
so the management of the public's forests is being rights and responsible representa- 
turned over directly to the timber companies who tion... it will be our duty to re- 
will prepare and advertise the sales, then buy and place you with a government 
cut the trees. whose intent is to represent that 

While the salvage rider states that the cutting is to majority, not just corporate inter- 
take place "notwithstanding any other provision of ests." The salvage rider is a cor- 
law," it singles out for particular contempt and rectly perceived threat to democ- 
exemption the Competition in Contracting Act, racy and civil rights, clearly un- 
Federal Procurement Policy Act, Forest and Range- derstood by groups who represent 
land Renewable Resources Planning Act, Federal the interests of the people, not 
Land Policy and Management Act, National Envi- industry, 
ronmental Policy Act (NEPA), Endangered Species What Happens Now 
Act (ESA), National Forest Management Act, Mul- BLM and USFS managers laid the 

tiple-Use Sustained-Yield Act, and anything else not groundwork for the rider by pack- 
specified, including international agreements. aging the so-called salvage plan to 

Just in case you were wondering where the money sn0 w an environmentally friendly 
is going to come from for all this bureaucratic and but ecologically ignorant public into 
extractive activity, the taxpayers are expected to approval. In a 1992 memo to her 
shell out— cost is no object. "Salvage timber sales... timber planning staff, Bear Valley 
shall not be precluded because the costs... are likely Presale manager Barbara Boaz of 
to exceed the revenues," reads the law. Direct costs the Malheur National Forest, in 
could be as much as $300 million. Indirect costs in eastern Oregon, relayed orders from 
the form of environmental damage could easily her superiors: "... even if a sale is 
reach the billions. It's ironic that in a budget- totally green, as long as one board 
cutting measure such as this rescissions bill, Con- comes off that would qualify as 
gress should hand a blank check to federal agencies salvage on the Salvage Sale Fund 
to spend on the timber industry. So much for fiscal plan, it should be called Salvage. It's 
conservatism. a political thing." 

A lesser known but equally important part of the And the BLM, never so compli- 
rider does not involve salvage at all. Instead it cated in its workings as the USFS, 
focuses on that area of the Northwest containing simply noted in another leaked 
the habitat of the northern spotted owl. The law memo that the salvage rider was 
overrides any and all outstanding court challenges "more or less a license for unregu- 
to the president's Option 9 plan, reverses court lated timber harvest." 
decisions, lifts injunctions and removes any re- While the people's sovereignty 
straining orders against it. It then directs the agen- over public lands was being signed 
cies to cut all lands specified under the plan and over to corporate entities whose 
exempts them from all environmental law to boot, goals are inimical to the needs and welfare of the The US Forest Service and the Bureau of Land 
particularly the ESA and NEPA. American people, bootlicking Bill Clinton told Management must face relentless pressure from us. 

No More Public Input greedy House Speaker Newt Gingrich that he Get agency employees to mutiny — with press if 

For those out there who thought the public had "appreciate [s] the changes that the Congress has possible — and testify to the damage. Anyone who 

something to do with public lands, think again, made." The timber industry is back in business and continues to work for the agencies as a "public 

First of all, any current court rulings that have held the multinationals are getting ever so rich. servant" under this regime has no integrity, and 

off the salvage sacking of forests around the country Look, forget court politics. The upshot of the should be held accountable to the "taxpayers." The 

are declared null and void. Cutting may begin salvage rider's passage is this: the two largest land Forest Service is already demoralized; let's collapse 

immediately. BLM and USFS lands now are man- management agencies in the country have to offer this dysfunctional bureaucracy once and for all. 

aged solely for the benefit of timber extractive as much salvage timber as they can to industry, Defund the Forest Service and the BLM: the Forest 
interests, not the public good. there are no environmental laws, and everyone gets Service just got an increase in its timber program 

The new law removes the opportunity for citizens to do exactly as they please. What do you think is budget of $30 million for fiscal year 1 996 in antici- 

to administratively appeal the decisions of agency going to happen? pation of the rider. With zero bucks, however, you 

officials. Since the scope of planning and documen- Right now, two areas of old-growth forest here in get zero cut. An opportunity is the upcoming Senate 

tation is left entirely up to the whim of land manag- Oregon are expected to be attacked by chainsaws, appropriations bill. For more info on this campaign 

ers, there is no requirement for public input either. Activists are planningto defend the Sugarloaf sale in contact Save America's Forests at (202) 544-9219. 

While the law states that "[Cjitizens' rights to court the Siskiyou National Forest, which has been re- Go out there and get between the trees and the 

action are not prohibited," it's impossible for such leased by this law. Earth Firstlers are preparing to saws. Resist as much as possible, 

actions to succeed. A lawsuit must be filed in the occupy the salvage sale of Warner Creek in 
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No More Clearcutting in BC? 


by Michelle Stewart 

"British Columbian Government calls for an end to 
clearcutting in Clayoquot Sound . " 

Wow! The party hats are on and the crowds go 
wild ... no more clearcutting! 

Well, put down your party favors, folks, and take 
a long deep breath, because when it comes to 
forestry issues in British Columbia (BC) you must 
look a gift horse in the mouth. There is a need to 
divide this scenario into two parts: what will hap- 
pen and what they say will happen. So, let's start off 
slow and work our way through provincial politics 
in BC. 

I don't think I need to go into the anti-clearcutting 
campaign of 1993 in Clayoquot (I'll just say 860 
arrests). As the activists went to court, the gen- 
eral public in BC saw grandparents and teenag- 
ers going to jail for up to 90 days for sitting on a 
road. Many average Joe Citizens that did not give 
a damn about Clayoquot Sound started to ques- 
tion the "justice" administered to those who 
did. Now the New Democratic Party (NDP) wants 
to sweep this whole fiasco under the carpet. 

One way the government decided to ease pub- 
lic dismay was to form a "scientific" panel to 
recommend sustainable forestry practices in 
Clayoquot. Keep in mind, the provincial gov- 
ernment is famous for forming panels to give 
"recommendations." The clincher is that these 
recommendations are non-binding and are usu- 
ally just a white-wash to appease the warring 
factions (industry and eco-types). However, the 
provincial government had a new problem on 
their hands: public opinion and a loss of public 
faith in the government. 

The Scientific Panel 

Premier Harcourt assigned 18 international 
scientists and local natives to do an 18-month 
comprehensive study of Clayoquot Sound. If 
you think that Mr. Harcourt had the best of 
intentions, well, keep on reading — you have a 
lot to learn. 

After much anticipation, the panel released its 
recommendations to the NDP in May of this 
year, with a strong message to end clearcutting 
in Clayoquot. The panel called for reforms such 
as: a change in watershed logging practices, the 
need for scientific data on sensitive areas before 
they are logged, an elimination of the annual allow- 
able cut system that determines volume of trees 
taken, and a mandate to limit land-use to one 
percent impact per year. Essentially the panel asked 
for what environmental activists have been de- 
manding for years: a cultural and ecosystem ap- 
proach to planning instead of an economical one. 

To our surprise, on July 6, the NDP announced that 
it was working towards full implementation of all the 
recommendations. At that point many guards went 
down and national eco groups were in a tizzy of 
celebration. Few stopped to read the fine print. There 
is always fine print when it comes to politicians. 
Political Double Dealing 

First, let's deal with the firm realities that even the 
NDP have made public. The July 6 announcement 
overshadowed a July 4 announcement that the NDP 
was giving MacMillan Bloedel (MB) the Shark Creek 
cutblock — 21 hectares (two and a half acres in a 
hectare) in Clayoquot. When questioned, the NDP 
said they would try to implement all the recommen- 
dations by fall of this year; the catch was that 
awarded cutblocks and tree farm licenses could go 
ahead if they had been planned before July 6. 

Now for a little history on Shark Creek, and why 
it is just a little too convenient that MB got a permit 
two days before the ax fell on July 6. Shark Creek is 
a buffer zone between the decimated Atleo River 
Watershed and the pristine Sulphur Passage. MB has 
been trying to get Shark Creek for a while now. After 
figuring out the bare minimum requirements to 
appease the NDP (clearcutting with retention, a 
minute leaveshed, etc.) they got the permit. 

If the NDP had any sort of inkling that they might 
be implementing all of these recommendations, 
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they damn well never should have given MB that 
permit. The NDP claim they are going to implement 
rules that allow for annual one percent impact in 
some areas. If the impact exceeds one percent, then 
the company will not be allowed to continue work 
until that rate of impact is measurable in years. 
Shark Creek is currently 15 percent impacted by 
logging over the past five years. So, according to the 
one percent rule MB should not be allowed into the 
area to log for ten years. The equation seems simple 
enough, but the NDP are a little slow in their math. 

With all of this in mind, it's clear that the 
government's announcement is by no means a big 
victory. 


The Big Picture 

The panel studied one temperate rainforest 
(Clayoquot) to come up with its findings and at the 
least could have made recommendations for all 
temperate rainforests in BC. The provincial govern- 
ment has frequently forced or encouraged groups to 
take a "valley by valley" approach to preservation, 
meaning one ecosystem at a time. This unaccept- 
able approach allows for provincial manipulation 
of some areas while we praise them for preservation 
of small chunks. Clayoquot is a 262,000-hectare 
ecosystem — the province is the size of a couple of 
western states put together. How much of BC will be 
cut to save face in Clayoquot? 

The NDP are preparing for provincial elections 
this fall, and many speculate that they should start 
packing their bags. The party has been plagued by 
resignations, conflicts of interest, sexual harass- 
ment allegations and very serious native and eco 
blockades. They have lost much of the trust they 
entered office with four years ago. Now, conve- 
niently a few months before election time it appears 
that the NDP have answered the outcry in Clayoquot 
and are looking toward preservation while seeking 
a sustainable approach to forestry jobs. All in all 
they come out smelling like roses. They don't really 
have to do anything in the near future since they 
covered their asses by saying they would be imple- 
menting things slowly. So, it may all be coinci- 
dence, but it looks like a white-wash to me. They 
ain't getting my vote! 

By default, MB also comes out ahead in this little 
deal. In the past few years this multinational has 
been hammered with one hell of an international 
boycott, which has caused them to lose some very 
significant customers. They obviously do not want 


to be thrown out of Clayoquot on their ears. Right 
after the provincial government announced their 
plans for forestry reform eco-groups were discussing 
dropping the boycott. Let's all try to remain calm 
before we start dropping boycotts. One drops a 
boycott when a company stops doing whatever 
started the boycott. Sit down and think; MB didn't 
stop of their own accord in Clayoquot and never 
would until every last tree was gone. ‘ 

If logging is to be slowed in Clayoquot, you can 
bet that MB will find a buck elsewhere in the 
province. BC's primary industry is logging, and the 
provincial government knows that industry must 
be defended. Be prepared to find the province knock- 
ing on your fence to get out the cut. 

Another concern for local activists in Clayoquot 
is a fear that the area may become a "forestry lab." 
In the recommendations, the panel discussed a 
new approach to forestry management. The panel 
recognized that as new practices were implemented, 
there would be a need for alteration and changes 
accordingly. This language leaves the situation 
very open to Clayoquot becoming a forestry lab for 
the provincial government to tinker with when it 
feels the need. While the general public may per- 
ceive that the provincial government is going to 
leave well enough alone, others realize that is far 
from the case. 

The Bottom-Line 

The NDP is pulling the wool over the eyes of the 
general public by pretending to preserve one of BC's 
sexiest ecosystems. While they are pretending to 
answer the general public, they are also paving their 
pockets with votes. Now every ecosystem is in 
jeopardy as the government seeks a way to compen- 
sate what has been "lost." Keep in mind that the 
NDP are trying for implementation by the fall — this 
could be late fall which takes us up to provincial 
elections. What happens if the NDP loses the elec- 
tions? If the Reform Party takes over the day to day 
life of BC, it will be business as usual in Clayoquot. 
A newly elected party is not bound to the recom- 
mendations of the NDP. 

As always, the government is lying and we are 
catching them with their pants down. 

BC is still on the cutting block and always will be. 
For more info on how to get involved in Clayoquot, 
get in touch with the Friends of Clayoquot Sound 
PO Box 489, Tofino BC, Canada, V0R-2Z0; phone 
(604) 725-4218, fax (604) 725-2527. 

Michelle Stewart is the Earth First! Journal's 
Canadian diplomat and correspondent at large — she 
is currently vacationing in Santa Cruz, California 
where she spends her time watching Next Generation 
reruns and sucks down gallons of soy lattes. 


But Wait... 

There's more 

Friends of Clayoquot Sound (FoCS) has set up 
a camp near the Shark Creek area, which was 
recently handed over to Macmillan Bloedel for 
logging. Shark Creek is a critical buffer zone 
between the now preserved Sulphur Passage and 
the damaged Atleo River watershed. Local activ- 
ists who worked hard in the 1980s to save Sul- 
phur Passage, have been monitoring MB's work 
at Shark Creek. After a week of observing, MB left 
the area. Activists are not sure whether the 
company has other plans or if they did in fact 
pull out because of the pressure. Friends of 
Clayoquot Sound is prepared to begin blockades 
if MB pursues more cutting in the area. 

The Shark Creek region is home to basking 
sharks. It has already been damaged from past 
logging. For now, the area is getting a much 
needed break. 



Shark Creek as it cascades into Clayoquot Sound 




Alaskan Megafauna Receive Death Threats 


by Defenders of Charismatic Mega-Fauna 

Alaskan officials have once again sent death 
threats to resident bears and wolves. This spring, 
the Alaska legislature passed a bill offering a $200 
bounty for wolves. In addition, the Board of 
Game (BOG) approved a proposal to create three 
"Game Management Units" totaling approxi- 
mately 35,000 square miles. Such anti-predator 
measures are opposed by many Alaska Depart- 
ment of Fish and Game (ADF&G) personnel, and 
about two-thirds of Alaskans. Yet the right-wing 
harvest-'til-it's-gone crowd continues its effort to 
turn Alaska into a game park. 

Friends of the Wolf Cascadia (FOWC), 
Vancouver Earth First!, and local students and 
activists did not let this bullshit go unanswered. 
The hardy folks from mid-Cascadia (Vancouver) 
headed to Fairbanks, crossing the no-borders 
twice in often sub-zero temperatures. The 
aurora borealis and wolf sightings made it all 
worthwhile. After a couple of days of hard 
recruiting on the University of Alaska-Fairbanks 
campus, six students joined our group of pro- 
testers, and three more people agreed to testify 
before the BOG. 

At 9 AM, temperature -13 degrees, we unfurled 
one big ole proclamation on the front of the 
hotel where the BOG held its meeting. Two more 
banners were held by protesters. Local press 
recorded our antics as well as those of the 
counter-protesters. The confrontation got cover- 
age on both evening news stations and on the 
front page of the local newspaper. The protesters 
and counter-protesters found common ground on 
one front, that Alaska should remain wild. But 
the use-it and view-it crowd believes wilderness 
will last forever, no matter what level their 
disrespect reaches. One counter-protester proudly 
displayed the dried-up skin of a fairly large wolf, 
while others wore wolverine, wolf, coyote, bear, 
and mink over various parts of their bodies. 

The primary long-term problem in Alaska is the 
"Intensive Management" law. It states that 
hunting is the "highest and best use of identified 
big game prey populations" in the state, and the 


BOG must conduct predator-control or habitat 
manipulation before there can be any limits on 
hunting "opportunity." The BOG and ADF&G are 
not comfortable with this law, knowing that they 
will probably get sued whether they implement it 
or not. Oh well, guess them are the breaks when 
you decide to "manage." 

The ADF&G must come up with plans to carry 
out predator control in two of the game manage- 
ment units, and present them to the BOG in 
October. The bear slaughter will be carried out 
primarily by the thousands of caribou and moose 
hunters in game management unit 13, who don't 
need bear tags (which costs only $25 anyway) 
and may kill one bear per year. 

Frank Rue, the new commissioner of the 
ADF&G, told the BOG that in order for the 
governor's office to accept wolf control anywhere 
in the state, three conditions must be met: the 
control must be "scientifically justifiable," a 
majority of Alaskans must support the control 
measures (about a third do) and the plan must be 
cost effective (last year $250,000 was spent to kill 
100 wolves). 

All three conditions are sufficiently vague that 
a little paper and/or public monkeywrenching 
could influence the outcome of the ADF&G plan. 

So get on it! Turn on the imagination and let 
strategies pour forth! In the past, letter writing 
and petitioning has had a huge effect on policy. 
Tourism boycotts have been effective at some 
level, but they also tend to anger Alaskans who 
might otherwise be sympathetic to predators. The 
most effective political handle appears to be 
media attention — Alaska is the last state to have 
healthy populations of wolves and grizzlies and 
officials are easily embarrassed by exposure of 
their inhumane "controls." 

Call or write (don't e-mail unless you think 
Jerry Mander is wrong) Governor Tony 
Knowles, PO Box 1 1001, Juneau, AK 99811, fax 
(907)-465-3532 and the Board of Game, PO Box 
25526, Juneau, AK 99701, phone (907)-465- 
4110, fax (907) 465-6094. 

Send information to FOWC about sites for 
actions (e.g., Alaska Tourism offices and Princess 


Cmise Lines) to protest the "control" that will begin 
this fall: FOWC, 1806 Pomona Dr., Davis, CA 
95616. (Also, we need $300 to cover our most 
recent action!) Come with us to the next BOG 
meeting in October. Do whatever you have to, 
them wilds is going fast. And may the wolf and bear 
spirits guide your hand, whether it writes or fights. 

Our thanks goes to the Earth First! Direct 
Action Fund and anonymous donors without 
whom the action would not have been possible, 
and the local supporters without whom we 
would have frozen to death. 



MacMillan-Bloedel and Interfor: 

Evil Nightmarish Monster Multinationals 


By Al Decker 

MacMillan-Bloedel (MacBlo) is one of the largest 
corporations in British Columbia (BC). It controls 
approximately 1,044,000 hectares of forest in BC, 
and 483,000 in Canada and the United States (US). 
Its largest shareholder is the BC government, which 
bought $50 million worth of shares in 1993. Shortly 
afterwards, the government ruled that 74 percent of 
Clayoquot's old growth could be logged. 

MacBlo is the largest forest products company 
in Canada by volume, shipping approximately 
three million tons per year of forest products. 
MacBlo employs 9,500 people in Canada and 
3,400 in the US. Though its main office is in 
Vancouver, MacBlo has a global focus. It has 15 
divisions across Canada. In the US, it operates 20 
building materials plants, 15 cardboard plants, 
and 23 subsidiary companies. It has subsidiaries 
in at least 10 countries on four continents. 

Over the last decade, MacBlo has relied heavily 
on handouts from the government, paid for, as 
usual, by us. In the last decade, MacBlo received 
$28.9 million in research and development 
grants, $26.5 million in investment tax credits, 
and $125 million in lifted property taxes. Adding 
insult to injury, while relegating to deferment 
$253.4 million in taxes, MacBlo posted a $1.03 
billion net profit. During this period, the Ministry 
of Forests recorded a net loss of $711.8 million. 


The blockades of 1993 in Clayoquot Sound 
drew an enormous amount of attention to the 
issues surrounding clearcut logging. Letters to 
publications and television interviews showed 
that some Canadians regarded the blockaders as 
criminals— ironic considering the criminal nature 
and operations of MacBlo. To date, MacBlo has 
been convicted of over 60 offenses, mostly 
relating to the destruction of fish habitat, and has 
been investigated for many more. Who are the 
real criminals? 

In a recent report, International Forest Prod- 
ucts, Ltd. (Interfor) had the worst record of com- 
pliance with BC's Coastal Fisheries/Forestry 
Guidelines. It blatantly ignored guidelines de- 
signed to protect declining fish stocks. 

What is happening near a town called Mt. Currie 
reflects the short-sighted destruction of pristine 
forests, the clash of cultures and values between 
corporations and communities, conservationists 
and economists, First Nations and Euro-Canadians. 

Recently Interfor has been punching a road into 
the Ure Creek watershed, which feeds into 
Lillooet Lake. The lake is prime habitat for 
Canada's diminishing spotted owl population — 
all of the estimated 50 pairs still existing live in 
southwestern mainland BC. Although locals have 
expressed concern over spotted owls in the Ure 
Creek area, Interfor continues to log. The road 
continues to the S&M Creek watershed, the last 


pristine, undeveloped watershed on Lillooet Lake, 
designated a Spotted Owl Conservation Area by 
the Ministry of Environment. In March, Interfor 
"accidentally" clearcut an active spotted owl site, 
then proceeded to log 60 percent of a 10-hectare 
block before the Ministry of Forests happened to 
notice it on a chance fly-over. 

Road-building and clearcutting cause massive 
soil erosion by stripping away the forest cover, 
which damages fisheries. The mouth of Lillooet 
River is the fastest growing delta in BC, which is 
evidence of increased siltation due to upstream 
logging. There are sections of sandy bank which 
will almost certainly form landslides leaving scars 
on mountainsides and huge deposits in the lake. 

The Lil'Wat people, who have never signed a 
treaty or otherwise compromised their land 
rights, refuse to engage in land claim negotiations 
and do not acknowledge Canada's sovereignty 
and Canadian law. Interfor is clearly desecrating 
sacred land. If Interfor began to blast and strip a 
Vancouver cemetary, citizens would rise up and 
shut the machines down. We need to start under- 
standing that land has value and meaning even 
when it's not developed by industry. And when 
we discuss multinational corporations, it's impor- 
tant to think in terms of the third-person singu- 
lar, "it," as opposed to "they." Because as Mander 
asserts, these corporations are not a collection of 
individuals with the ability or mandate to protect 
our land — that is something we must do. 
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Logging a Wildlife Refuge in Louisiana 


BY PlLEATED PECKERWOOD 

On August 22, 1993, a full-page article appeared in 
the local newspaper with a headline that declared, 
"Forest Needs a Facelift." According to the article, the 
managers of the D'Arbonne National Wildlife Refuge 
in Louisiana identified an area of at least 1,500 acres 
of bottomland hardwood forest, primarily willow 
oak, that they determined was suffering excessive 
mortality. The US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
"regeneration" entailed intensive commercial log- 
ging including heavy thinning and clearcutting. 

The agency constructed a new road, 45-foot wide 
and a mile and a half long, through the heart of the 
bottomland forest. A heavy steel bridge was built 
over one of the sloughs to facilitate the activity. 
Although the Clean Water Act requires a Section 
404 permit for such construction, the USFWS deter- 
mined no permit was needed because the road and 
bridge were part of "normal timber harvesting op- 
erations." However, the logging was officially desig- 
nated as an "emergency salvage operation." The 
refuge forester was quoted as saying, "Nature taking 
its course is not a pretty sight." 

USFWS foresters attributed the excessive mortal- 
ity rate to alkaline soil, thinning top soil over deep 
sand, and an elevated water table due to the lock 
and dam on the adjacent Ouachita River. In fact, the 
D'Arbonne Refuge was created as mitigation for 
wildlife habitat lost to the lock and dam. 

The D'Arbonne Refuge was established to provide 
habitat for threatened and endangered species; to 
protect and enhance approximately 1 1,122 acres of 
bottomland hardwood habitat for wildlife, includ- 
ing migratory species; to provide, enhance and 
maintain habitat for all indigenous species of wild- 
life and plants; and to provide wildlife oriented 
recreation and interpretation opportunities for ap- 
proximately 75,000 annual visitors. 

The bottomland hardwood forests in the lower 
Mississippi River Valley have been reduced to only 
one to five percent of their original pre-European 
settlement level. The logging was considered an 
emergency operation, but the trees being cut had 
many years of wildlife benefits left. In addition, 
many species of wildlife depend upon dying and 
dead trees for forage and habitat. 

Thanks to Andy Mahler and Heartwood, an expert 
botanist came to the refuge. She spent three days 
walking throughout the refuge and reviewing docu- 
ments. She talked with the refuge manager, Lee 
Fulton, and the forester, Steve Pagans. Her 13-page 
report came to the conclusion that there was no 
scientific justification for clearcutting as a means of 
"regenerating" bottom and willow oak forests. She 
determined that the logging had resulted from 
pressure from the local forest products industry. 
Refuge Legislation 

A lawsuit that challenged the damaging secondary 
uses on several wildlife refuges around the country 
was settled out of court. The settlement stipulates 
that all federal wildlife refuges are required to reassess 
activities currently allowed, and to be evaluated to 
the satisfaction of the plaintiffs. However, even 
though logging was an issue in the original suit, it 
was not addressed in the final settlement. According 
to a local newspaper article, the managers of forested 
refuges claim that logging is simply a management 
tool, and not a secondary use. The article also stated 
that there was little communication between the 
plaintiffs and the US Fish and Wildlife Service regard- 
ing the logging issue. 

In the spring of 1994, the USFWS announced that 
a new (although after-the-fact) environmental as- 
sessment would be drafted for the D'Arbonne. The 
process was pushed through on the fast track. A 
public tour attracted about 10 timber industry rep- 
resentatives and a chemical pesticide salesman. 
Only four attendees spoke for the forest and the 
wildlife, and all our questions and comments were 
passed off as irrelevant. 

By late summer, there was still no word from the 
agencies involved. Weather dictated that if any log- 
ging were to be done in 1994, it would have to be 
before the winter. On a whim, we invited a local 
television news director to do an update. He agreed, 
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and when we arrived with the film crew at the refuge, 
it was being logged again. I asked refuge manager Lee 
Fulton about the new environmental assessment, 
and he explained he had never received it, nor the 
finding of no significant impact. He had been told 
over the phone that the signature sheet had been 
signed, and decided to proceed with the logging. We 
were shocked! Surely this was illegal and could be 
appealed. Fulton and Pagans certainly seemed em- 
barrassed when questioned by the television crew. 



A 200-acre clearcut in D'Arbonne National Wildlife Refuge. The 
remaining bald cypress will now be exposed to direct sunlight. 


Louisiana Audubon Compromisers 

We approached the Louisiana Audubon Council 
for their support in stopping the logging. In March 
this year at a council meeting, we met with Ted 
Eubanks of Houston, a member of the Audubon 
Society's national board of directors. All he asked 
me was if I had received any death threats. The 
council asked him to investigate and report back 
with a recommendation. (He has close ties with 
officials in the upper echelon of the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service since he has been involved in con- 
servation for over 20 years.) After three months and 
no word from Eubanks, we learned from an ex- 
member of the council that he recommended that 
the council "steer clear of the issue." 

Additionally, after a telephone conversation with 
Lee Fulton, Louisiana Audubon Council President 
Barry Kohl recommended that the Council avoid 
the forest management issue. He advised going after 
the US Army Corps of Engineers with the ultimate 
goal of decommissioning the lock and dam system 
that is causing the excessive tree mortality in the 
flood plain. Kohl invited Fulton to the next council 
meeting to discuss the lock and dam system. Before 
the meeting, Barry said that he did not want the 
subject of logging or forest management even men- 
tioned at the meeting. The council set up a commit- 
tee to gather facts on the lock and dam system. 

What a sell-out! For some reason, Audubon will 
not question timber industry activities in Louisiana. 
In 1994, the previous tree harvest record of 1993 was 
broken. Private landowners reaped over $4 billion 
in sales. From all indications, 1995 will break the 
1994 record. Thanks, Audubon Society, I'm sure the 
birds will love you for all you have done for them. 
Congressional (re)Action 

Our last hope now rests with the Tulane Environ- 
mental Law Clinic in New Orleans. They are looking 
at the habitat management plan and the fact that no 
consideration has been given to wildlife habitat and 
forage needs, to native plants, or to management for 
indicator species. But no matter what we do now, it 
may all be too little, too late. With the recent 
enactment of federal salvage logging legislation, 
any wildlife protection laws could become moot 
[See article on front page — ed.] As of now, only about 
900 of the identified 1 , 500-2, 500 acres on the refuge 


have been cut. However, Congress is also consider- 
ing legislation to sell or turn over to the states at 
least 75 of our national wildlife refuges. Local con- 
trol in Louisiana means corporate control. While 
there are some good and caring people in this state, 
they are for the most part censored and ignored. 

The US Supreme Court recently affirmed that the 
Endangered Species Act applies to private land. 
Following that decision, the conservation chair for 
the Delta Chapter of the Sierra Club here in Louisi- 
ana, Harold Schoeffler, was quoted by the local 
newspaper as saying, "When you have private land- 
owners who own maybe 50,000 to even a million 
acres, and you have a few [endangered red cockaded] 
woodpeckers on their land, it's easy for them to 
adjust to keep from destroying nests. There is a 
problem where a man has 100 acres and has wood- 
peckers and can't harvest anything." With friends 
like that who needs enemies, right? He should have 
pointed out that the timber industry gets tax breaks, 
tax credits, subsidies, grants, concessions, and hand- 
outs coming and going. All this results in low prices 
and squandering of the forest, with consequent 
extinction of species and desecrated ecosystems. 
Harold probably would not have been quoted had 
he said those things, but he should have tried. 
When will they ever learn? 

So now we have corporate ownership of Congress, 
state legislatures, and the major environmental 
organizations. Who knows what the outcome of all 
this will be? We had better get busy educating and 
inspiring the masses to the value of viable nature 
soon before our life support is totally dismantled. As 
Ned Fritz once said, "We must combine our forces 
and efforts to succeed or we will go the way of the 
Native American, divided and conquered." If we do 
not get the word out soon, then do not be surprised 
if your state goes the way of Louisiana. 

On a national level, Republican Representative Hefley 
of Colorado recently introduced HR 260, the National 
Park Reform Act of 1995. This bill has been described 
as the greatest threat to our national park system since 
its establishment in 1 9 1 6. Seventy-five wildlife refuges 
and more than 300 of the 368 national parks are 
vulnerable, either for sale to private interests or to be 
transfered to state or local governments to "manage. " 

The Senate narrowly rejected a budget amendment 
offered by Senators Bumpers (D-AR), Bradley (D-NJ) 
and Murray (D-WA) that would have prohibited 
counting sales of assets such as national parks and 
national wildlife refuges toward the budget deficit. 
By rejecting the Bumpers amendment, the Senate 
signaled it wants to change federal budget rules in a 
way that will encourage selling public lands. If the 
budget rule change becomes law, the sale of public 
assets such as national parks, forests and wildlife 
refuges will be scored as though they reduce the 
federal deficit in the year in which the sale occurs. 

The Clinton Administration has expressed reser- 
vations about HR 260, but there has been little 
media coverage or dissension from citizens or 
enviros. The bill especially targets parks in or near 
cities or with low visitation. Tell your representative 
in Congress that you value all the national parks 
and wildlife refuges. We cannot afford to lose parks 
such as Chattahoochee River in Georgia, Cuyahoga 
Valley in Ohio or Golden Gate in California. 
Louisiana Legislation 

The Louisiana governor just signed into law a 
"takings" bill requiring compensation to the land- 
owner when a 20 percent level of land value "devalu- 
ation" results from any regulation of that land. The 
state forestry commission and the Senate Agriculture 
Committee passed an emergency rule that changed 
the severance tax rate in the chip and saw category 
from 5 to 2.25 percent. The State Police Jury Associa- 
tion (analogous to a county government association 
in other states) challenged the rule in court, claiming 
the change was unconstitutional. Although the orga- 
nization won the lawsuit, the timber and agribusiness 
lackeys plan to introduce new takings legislation. 
That is the way they work down here. If a law exists 
that does not suit some powerful special interest, it 
simply either gets trashed or replaced and the citizens 
cower in subjugation and fear. 


by Justin Time and the Mystery Riders Workshop 

Bad Hair Day 

Well, well. Two national environmental groups, after years of responding to 
critical losses of native ecosystems with annual five-figure raises for top CEOs, 
silence on President Clinton's uninterrupted sell-outs, and spin-doctoring the 
mounting defeats as victories, finally met with some losses they couldn't sugar- 
coat. On July 3, the National Wildlife Federation finally cut loose notorious 
autocrat and Waste Management, Inc. poster-boy Jay D. Hair and his obscene 
$257,000 salary. This was in the wake of two successive years of $800,000 
operating deficits, 58 staff layoffs in 1995 (with more to come) and allegations 
of sexual harassment. 

Effective July 5, the National Audubon Society took the advice of their hired 
gun management consultants and replaced their inept CEO, Peter A. A. Berle. 
This was done against a backdrop of similar deficits and layoffs. 

A Bitter Harvest 

Long overdue (and not nearly deep enough) the purge of arrogant incompe- 
tents came just before Bubba finally gave up any pretense of an environmental 
conscience and mendaciously signed the Hatfield "logging-without laws" rider 
just weeks after he vetoed it. At the time, Bubba himself called this legislation, 
which allows unregulated logging by suspending seven major environmental 
laws, "a very bad environmental provision." 

But things changed quickly. Former Wilderness Society staffer, Alice Rivlin, 
now head of the federal Office of Management and Budget, and one of the dozens 
of corporate enviros that took the revolving door into the odious Clinton camp, 
wrote an awful report justifying the enormous cost of this plunder of the 
Treasury. These otherwise illegal timber sales are estimated to have cost $600 
million just for the agency preparation. (Remember, this was part of a deficit 
reduction bill!) Of course, no mention was made of the cost to citizens in lost 
public property values, let alone the cost of lost life support systems. 

How awful was Rivlin's analysis? Well, the Himmler of Extinction himself, 
Oregon Senator Mark O. Hatfield, insisted that it be read into the Congressional 
Record. Hatfield continues to plead that it's a matter of "forest health" and 
economic development. Using Hatfield's illogic, why not suspend the laws 
against bank robbery while we're at it, as yet another economic development 
tool? After all, the taxpayers would then guarantee bank losses just like they're 
guaranteeing the losses inherent in these destructive deficit timber sales. 

A Soft Economy or a Soft-Headed Non-Message? 

With this kind of track record, is it any wonder that national enviro groups 
are feeling financially pinched? Many of them adopt the tired line of Barbara 
Dudley, executive director of Greenpeace USA, who cluelessly blames it all on 
"a soft economy." Others such as James D. Maddy, president of the League of 
Conservation Voters, breaks with the mavens of mediocrity and rightly says, 
"There's no other word for it; we're losing." 

In reality, we've been losing ever since the infamous 1989 Hatfield Rider from 
Hell. Defeat became inescapable at the 1993 Portland Timber Summit where 
Bubba promised to produce a Forest Plan that would "be scientifically sound 
and follow the law." With much talk of "ending gridlock" and "ensuring 


certainty" of timber supply, all the while studiously ignoring wood waste, 
alternative fiber sources and unprocessed log exports, Bubba set the stage for the 
renewed assault on our native forest ecosystems. 

Directors of the nationals, especially Hair, Berle and Western Ancient Forest 
Campaign executive director Jim Owens, took marching orders from their big 
foundation bagmen. They went along with this sham and made sure that no 
one was at the table to call out the ridiculous lies and omissions that permeated 
the summit with a pulp-mill stench. All one has to do is look at the laundry list 
of losers that was chosen to "represent" environmental interests at the summit, 
and their acquiescence in not speaking the Truth. It becomes obvious that the 
fix has been on ever since those Beltway bureaucrats first signed on as foot- 
soldiers in the Clinton regime. 

Instead of standing firm and defending tenuous wildlands, people took big oil 
foundation money and began grand virtual wildlands schemes (check out Wild 
Earth magazine or the Greater Ecosystems Alliance's virtual proposals). Money 
poured into groups willing to "monitor the implementation of Option 9." 

The same groups, now engaged in stump-monitoring projects, surrendered 
27 enjoined sales which prove to be mostly old growth, contrary to their 
attorneys' claims. (They might as well have carried the chainsaws up to the six- 
foot-plus diameter trees and pulled the starter cord themselves.) The capitula- 
tion came with the surrender of the entire injunction and refusal to mount an 
appeal of their courtroom defeat. The most galling aspect is that its surrender 
occurred over the objections of many experienced activists. 

So now we have hundreds of new old-growth timber sales with ludicrous 
Orwellian rationalizations. The old eco-speak of "timber harvest" has given way 
and cutting ancient trees now becomes "vegetative treatment." New stump 
creation becomes "treatment for the acceleration of late successional character- 
istics." And, get this, "heavy blowdown may be hampering reforestation and 
slowing recovery of late successional stands." 

What Now? 

Not only must the purge of the nationals become deeper and permanent, we 
must forcefully express our displeasure with the foundations and all their 
willing dupes. We must also renew our efforts to condemn the eco-criminality 
of the renegade timber-industrial complex and their in-house demagogues like 
Hatfield, Packwood, Gorton, Bunn, et al. We must be there along the logging 
roads and in the trees to witness as this ecocide is carried out. And, we must 
prepare now to make the industry politicians pay at the polls and eventually in 
the courts. 

Someday, the big corporations will find that there are conservationists who 
will remain true to conservation principles. Someday, Mark Hatfield will find 
that there are greater laws — natural laws that, despite his megalomania, he is 
impotent to suspend. 

It is appalling that Hatfield can have a life dedicated to waging war on the 
Earth and her dependent species and be considered a champion of peace. (It is 
also a statement of just how degraded the peace debate has become.) Right now, 
preparations are underway for a War Crimes Against the Earth Tribunal with 
Hatfield and Clinton first in line. In the immortal words of Billy Jack, "When 
those that are supposed to enforce the law break the law, then there is no law." 


French 1 \avy Attacks Greenpeace Ship 


continued from the first page 
demonstrated at the French embassy. Air France 
airline departure lounges in Stockholm were dis- 
rupted. In Rome, activists hung a banner on another 
French embassy while the rock band Sector Out 
blockaded the entrance with an impromptu con- 
cert. Police arrived and broke up the protest, hospi- 
talizing one demonstrator. 

July 8 

French warships began shadowing the RW II as it 
neared the test zone. It was joined by the Bifrost and 
a sailing yacht, the Vega. Aboard the Vega was David 
McTaggart who sailed into the test zone aboard her 
23 years earlier. During that incident French com- 
mandos rammed and seized the Vega, beating 
McTaggart savagely. 

The Australian sex industry announced it would 
no longer provide "French maid fantasy situations or 
use French knickers." Back in Paris, 100 yellow- 
shirted bicyclists upstaged the finish of the Tour de 
France, arriving moments before the real racers. 
July 10 

The RWII entered the test zone and began launch- 
ing inflatables. Over 1 50 French commandos stormed 
the ship, smashing through doors and hatches and 
throwing tear-gas bombs into the crew compartments. 
The crew was arrested and a French bishop was forc- 
ibly removed from the ship. All were taken to Moruroa, 
where they were roughed up by French Legionnaries. 
The crew eventually returned to the ship and it was 
towed from the island's lagoon. While this occurred, 
activists on inflatables succeeded in occupying the 
nuclear test drilling rig in the island's center. David 


McTaggart and two others snuck ashore and hid 
themselves in the testing area. Support actions 
erupted all over the world. 

French embassies were blockaded in Dublin, 
Mexico City, Sao Paulo, Rio, and Porto Alegre, 
Brazil. In Madrid protestors staged an occupa- 
tion while carrying mock nuclear weapons. 
Finnish activists scaled the embassy flagpoles 
and hung radiation flags. A mock funeral was 
held in Tokyo. There were demonstrations in 
three Canadian cities. Fifteen activists in Washing- 
ton, DC were arrested for blockading. Other actions 
occurred in Rome and Papeete. In Luxembourg, 
activists welded mock nuclear weapons to the em- 
bassy fence while a sound system played the 
"Marseillaise" punctuated by the sound of explo- 
sions. A French warship was blockaded in Oslo. 
July 14 

Bastille Day, the French national holiday, brought 
a fresh wave of action. Demonstrations attended by 
10,000 people occurred in Papeete, Chile, Sydney, 
Athens, Rio de Janeiro and Fiji. A hundred Buddhist 
monks held a support action in Phnom Penh, Cam- 
bodia. In Bern, Switzerland 20 activists forced their 
way to the roof of the French embassy and replaced 
the Tricolor with a radiation flag. Bob Marley 's Wailers 
signed a declaration against the testing. Thirty mem- 
bers of Friends of the Earth chained themselves to the 
gate of the French embassy in Scotland. Moby, the 
Italian ferry line, put huge anti-testing banners on all 
its ships serving France. Paris police stormed a peace- 
ful action and arrested 60 people for just wearing 



The S. V. Rainbow Warrior II 
anti-testing t-shirts at the Arc de Triomph. Back in 
feisty Luxembourg, two activists gatecrashed the 
French ambassador's party. A well-dressed couple 
appeared on his balcony and hung a banner which 
roughly translated to: "One Who Doesn't Speak Out 
Is Guilty." One hundred other activists climbed over 
the embassy wall in London. In Dublin the embassy 
was surrounded by huge missiles painted with the 
French national colors. The RWII, limping from the 
damage suffered in the ramming, issued a plea for an 
international peace flotilla. 

At press time 

Protests are still happening around the world as 
activists gear up for a fresh round of actions at sea. 
The Brazilian rubbertappers are doing support ac- 
tions. In Barcelona, a French aircraft carrier was 
blockaded. The Cook Islands are sending a tradi- 
tional sailing canoe into the test zone and a large 
international peace flotilla is forming. Testing is 
scheduled to begin later this year. 

Twilly Cannon is a former skipper of the Vega and is 
on his way to the test site in Moruroa for more actions. 
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The California Department of Forestry recently 
approved three timber harvest plans (THPs) in the 
Yager Creek watershed, an area of residual ancient 
redwood near the Headwaters Grove on Pacific 
Lumber land. This approval occurred over the ob- 
jections of biologists concerned about the severe 
decline in salmon and steelhead populations in 
north coast watersheds, including Yager Creek. 

Yager Creek has lost 96 percent of its shade cover 
due to logging. Shade cover is necessary for maintain- 
ing water temperatures for breeding salmon and 
steelhead. Temperatures in Yager Creek have already 
reached lethal levels for spawning. The coho salmon 
is awaiting listing as an endangered species, and 
steelhead and summer steelhead are also in serious 
decline. Yager Creek is home to bald eagles, marbled 
murrelets, and northern spotted owls. 

Pacific Lumber crews moved into the Blanton 
Creek THP area on June 19. An important tributary 
to Yager Creek, its banks are slated for logging 
activity this summer. The crews were met by Earth 
First! protesters who blockaded a gate to the logging 
area by locking down to a bridge. Nine people were 
arrested at that action. 

The Headwaters Forest complex consists of five 
old-growth groves and connecting second-growth 
forest. The court orders, stipulations and voluntary 
agreements in place protect only the old-growth 
groves. Second-growth areas and cut-over lands 
critical to the integrity of the ancient groves are 
being logged. The Blanton Creek THP is one of 26 
plans submitted by Pacific Lumber, who hopes to 
log a total of 3,841 .5 acres on its properties this year. 
Six of these plans affect the Headwaters area. 
Yager Creek Appeal Denied 

The Garberville-based Environmental Protection 
Information Center (EPIC) has sued to obtain a stay 
against logging in the Yager Creek area. The appeal 
was struck down by both the Humboldt County 
Superior Court and the California State Court of 
Appeals. A series of visiting judges have given Pa- 


cific Lumber the go-ahead to destroy a grove vital to 
endangered species before the case is even resolved 
in court. Co-plaintiffs the Bald Eagle and Salmon 
Restoration Project, Doug Thron, and EPIC will 
continue to seek justice in the courts, but the forest 
may be destroyed in the meantime. 

The Yager Creek appeal represents the first citizen 
challenge of a timber corporation based on the 
"Unfair business practices act." Plaintiffs have out- 
lined a pattern of deliberate attempts on the 
part of Pacific Lumber to mislead the public and 
state agencies about the effects of its logging opera- 
tions in order to gain approval for its inadequate 
plans. 

EPIC's complaint, filed on June 23, contends that 
the California Department of Forestry (CDF) vio- 
lated the Forest Practices Act and the California 
Environmental Quality Act by failing to consider 
cumulative impacts or base a decision on substan- 
tial evidence. The suit accuses Pacific Lumber of: 
submitting false and misleading material to the 
regulatory agency; cutting potentially existing 
murrelet nesting trees without permits; grading 
roads without state agency approval; misrepresent- 
ing the degraded condition of Yager Creek; 
preventing or dissuading a state biologist from ob- 
jecting during the THP process after he had submit- 
ted a nonoconcurrence with the THP; and cutting 
down a 1 4-foot diameter tree on state park property, 
all in violation of unfair business practices statutes. 

Pacific Lumber's practice of withholding, destroy- 
ing, or changing information on their reports and 
wildlife surveys was uncovered and condemned in 
the historic EPIC lawsuit, Marbled Murrelet vs. 
Pacific Lumber. The lawsuit, which sought to uphold 
the federal ESA on private land, was decided in 
favor of the plaintiffs in February, 1995, when 
Federal Judge Louis C. Bechtle issued a permanent 
injunction against a timber harvest plan in the Owl 
Creek drainage (see "Pacific Lumber Threatens 
Headwaters, " Eostar, 1 995.) 


EPIC And Murrelet Awarded $1.1 Million 

Judge Bechtle recently ordered the Pacific Lum- 
ber Company to compensate EPIC and the endan- 
gered marbled murrelet in the amount of 
$1,110,334.29 for attorneys fees and other costs 
incurred in bringing Marbled Murrelet v. Pacific Lum- 
ber to trial. In finding the plaintiffs' June request for 
this fee award "both reasonable and appropriate," 
the judge upheld the value of citizen litigation in 
protecting public trusts such as ecosystem integrity 
and wildlife, as well as furthering the goals of the 
Endangered Species Act. 

Judge Bechtle justified the appropriateness of the 
fee award by noting, that "If EPIC had not under- 
taken its lonely efforts on behalf of the marbled 
murrelet, it is doubtful that the species would have 
maintained its existence throughout its historical 
range in northern California. This is exactly the 
type of case that is encouraged by the citizen suit 
provision of the ESA." 

Judge Bechtle also noted, "If the regulatory offi- 
cials employed by the State of California and the 
United States had fulfilled their regulatory duties, 
EPIC's lawsuit against Pacific Lumber would not 
have been necessary." 

The fee award — due in 60 days — compensates seven 
attorneys for more than 4,000 hours of labor on the 
case and for five years of pro bono service. To prove 
that logging of the Owl Creek area would result in a 
"take" of marbled murrelets, the legal team had to 
become versed in the biological data. Pacific Lumber 
hindered the plaintiffs' efforts by withholding and 
tampering with the data. 

Lawsuits such as Marbled Murrelet v. Pacific Lumber 
and appeals of THPs will continue to be necessary as 
long as state and federal agencies remain delin- 
quent in enforcing their mandates, as they have in 
allowing the timber harvest plan in the Yager Creek 
area to proceed. 

Compiled from reports by Karen Pickett, EPIC and the 
Redwood Action Team. 




EF! Action in California 


continued from page 1 

Soon a Pacific Lumber truck drove up. The driver 
spewed an epitaph about EFIers being fools, turned 
the vehicle around, and drove down an adjacent 
driveway. Aaaiiee! A breech in our blockade! Always 
at the ready, two more people with bike locks raced 
to the third gate and closed it with their bodies. As 
loggers arrived to go to work, a couple seized the 
opportunity of a captive audience and treated folks 
to proselytizing about god. Meanwhile, PL security 
and the sheriff showed up. They cut the first gate but 
just as they were about to let vehicles through, a 
quick thinking blockader slipped under the cop car 
and locked herself with handcuffs to the axle. 

By the time protesters were arrested and removed 
from the gates, nearly a hundred vehicles, including 


log trucks, had been backed up for several 
hours. When police had loaded the blockad- 
ers into the police van, a brave soul dove 
under the van and locked to the axle, delaying 
them further. No business as usual. 

Things got a little hairy at CDF during the 
arrest scene. There were cops from three juris- 
dictions and no one wanted to say who was in 
charge. They waited for the yelling, chanting 
supporters to clear the way so that the van 
carrying arrestees could proceed out the drive- 
way. John wiggled out of his plastic cuffs and 
climbed out the window of the paddy wagon 
onto the cab. The crowd went wild as he raised 
his fists in salute to his friends on the ground. He 
then quietly sat down, non- 
violent blockade style, while a 
couple of very embarrassed 
cops scrambled up to get him. 

Being embarrassed is some- 
thing cops don't like. After 
conferring with each other 
about ways to disperse the 
crowd, several officers then in- 
discriminately sprayed pepper 
spray directly into the eyes or 
mouths of at least a dozen 
people. Within a few minutes, 
the scene looked like a battle- 
field. Injured people lay on 
the median strip or sat on the 
curb, moaning and clutching 
at their eyes. 

In the chaos that ensued, the 
paddy wagon managed to break 
away, careening over the grass 
median toward Humboldt 
County Jail in Eureka. Once the 


fearless arrestees at the California Department of forestry action 


Aromatherapy as action 

injured recovered sufficiently, we raised an Earth First! 
flag up the flagpole on CDF's front lawn, and moved the 
crowd to the courthouse in Eureka for a support rally. 
When the dust settled, more than forty people had 
been arrested, ten at the gates and thirty-four at CDF. 

The only thing stopping a massive assault on the 
redwoods right now is the marbled murrelet nesting 
season, April 1 5 through September 1 5 . The marbled 
murrelet is listed as an endangered species on both 
the state and federal lists. Get ready for more direct 
action as soon as nesting season officially ends. 
Support EPIC's lawsuits. Write the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation and demand Debt for Na- 
ture swaps in the Headwaters forest and an investi- 
gation of Charles Hurwitz, CEO of MAXXAM/Pa- 
cific Lumber, for savings and loan fraud. We must 
defend this forest! 

Several important habitat areas are scheduled for 
cutting this summer and fall, including Headwaters 
grove and other important old growth groves. 

Contact the Redwood Action Team, PO Box 34, 
Garberville, Ecotopia 95542, (707) 468-1660 if you 
would like to help protect this important 
wilderness area. 
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Stone Mountain Wins Legal Protection 

Endangered Species Listing Sought for Fairy Shrimp 


by Larry Winslett and Julie Vaill 

Stone Mountain Saved 

On March 14, 1995 Georgia Governor Zell 
Miller signed House Bill 120, protecting 65 
percent of Stone Mountain Memorial Park in 
northern Georgia. The law restricts development 
on the mountain and in significant portions of 
the surrounding woodlands. The law also requires 
that changes to the park's master plan be subject 
to legislative review. House Bill 120 is the realiza- 
tion of one of Friends of Stone Mountain's 
original objectives — permanent protection for 
Stone Mountain and a portion of the park. The 
law went into effect in July, 1995. 

Protection Sought for Fairy Shrimp 

On June 8, 1939 researcher Edwin Creaser of 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service was informed by 
Don E. Eyles that certain fairy shrimp could be 
found on the summit of Stone Mountain in 
certain rain pools, now known as vernal pools. 
Eyles had been requested to be on the watch for 
these crustaceans because other rare species had 


been found at Stone Mountain, including the 
very rare black-spored quillwort. 

Creaser collected fairy shrimp that resembled a 
variety widespread in Europe. The species, de- 
scribed for the first time at Stone Mountain, is 
now known as the Stone Mountain fairy shrimp, 
Branchinella lithaca. In the 55 years since Edwin 
Creaser collected those first samples, this species 
has not been found at any other site in the world, 
making it one of the rarest life forms on Earth. 
Since the time of its discovery, the viable habitats 
for this species have drastically decreased due to 
development and recreational overuse of Stone 



Mountain's summit. Last year, Larry Winslett and 
John Geiger began studying the fairy shrimp and 
its cousin, the clam shrimp. The clam shrimp 
may prove to be just as rare. 

In March 1995, the Friends of Georgia, the 
Friends of Stone Mountain, and the Southern 
Appalachian Biodiversity Project, petitioned the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service to list the Stone 
Mountain fairy shrimp as endangered under the 
US Endangered Species Act. The petitioners also 
asked the Fish and Wildlife Service to designate 
critical habitat for the species in conjunction with 
its listing and asked the Georgia Department of 
Natural Resources to list the species as endangered. 

On June 30, the Fish and Wildlife Service 
informed Winslett that the petition has merit for 
listing. Unfortunately, the new federal morato- 
rium on listings is expected to keep the shrimp 
from receiving federal protection for at least 15 
months. In the meantime, construction at Stone 
Mountain dbntinues. For more information, 
contact Friends of Georgia at PO Box 3097, 
Lithonia, GA 30058, (404) 469-6435. 



American Express Defeated! Wilderness Saved (for now ... ) 


by Mike Stabler 

Developer's Dollars 

What happens when a multi-billion dollar 
corporation unites with a real estate developer? 
The answer usually spells disaster for the land. In 
at least one case, however, Earth First !ers brought 
the corporate venture to its knees and stopped 
the entire project. 

The corporation is American Express (AMEX), 
and the developer is Dan McCarthy from Chicago. 
They teamed up to form East Fork Joint Venture 
with the intention of developing an enormous, 
year-round ski resort in southwestern Colorado. 

In 1987, the Venture got a special permit from 
the US Forest Service to develop a 2,780-acre 
inholding and 4,660 acres of public land in the 
San Juan National Forest. The plan called for 
development of 2,700 housing units, eight lifts 
and a gondola with numerous ski runs, golf 
courses, shopping malls, etc. The resort would 
have been the largest in Colorado. 

The resort was planned for the East Fork Valley 
near Pagosa Springs. This wild, undeveloped place 
is near the South San Juans Wilderness Area and 
the Weminuche Wilderness Area. In all of Colo- 
rado, this region holds the most hope for recov- 
ery of numerous endangered species, including 
grizzly bears and gray wolves. The resort, if built, 
would have destroyed 70 acres of wetlands and 
95% of the valley's elk calving grounds. The 
development would have disrupted spring and 
fall migration patterns, reduced habitat for 
peregrine falcons, and displaced state endangered 
species such as wolverine and lynx. 

Earth First! Action 

On November 12, 1990, following the first EF! 
Activist Conference in Boulder, Colorado, we 
invaded the regional headquarters of American 
Express. The goal was a quick in and out: occupa- 
tion but no arrests, have some fun, give a message 
and leave. American Express Out of East Fork! 

We had a great time. We infiltrated the two 
floors of offices, the cafeteria, and even the 
secured computer room. Some snow got dumped, 
the copier was used to make extra anti-AMEX 
flyers, and some interesting graffiti appeared. 


Perhaps we had too good of a time: the cops 
arrived before we left. While most people escaped, 
seventeen were arrested and surprisingly charged 
with "felonious burglary and conspiracy to 
commit burglary." Most people were eventually 
charged with fourth degree trespassing. The 
action led us to launch a massive campaign 
designed to save the East Fork by focusing on the 
corporate developer, American Express. 

We led an effort to involve the public in con- 
tacting AMEX. Word went out that American 
Express "attention-getting materials" were avail- 
able. We filled hundreds of requests for stickers, 
cards, press info and large rubber stamps that 
simply stated, "Save East Fork! Boycott American 
Express!! Earth First!!!" This message was put on 
tens of thousands of American Express credit card 
applications. This tactic alone was estimated to 
have cost them over $30,000. In addition, people 
called AMEX and cut up their cards to protest the 
corporation's involvement in eco-terrorism. 

AMEX denied direct culpability — "It's just one 
of our small subsidiaries doing the development; 
please don't blame us! We like the environment! 
We even recycle!” 

AMEX Meets the Sierra Club 

After an epic wade through its volunteer and 
professional bureaucracy, we convinced the Sierra 
Club to send a letter expressing its disappoint- 
ment with AMEX. The Club asked for a response. 
They got none. 

Two local Sierra Club presidents later, another 
letter is sent to AMEX expressing disappointment 
and threatening to not accept the AMEX card at 
the Club's bookstore. This rare dramatic action by 
the Sierra Club helped stop the project. 

The result was that the money supplying project 
was shut off. Both developers, AMEX and 
McCarthy, let the program lapse past its July, 1993 
deadline. The US Forest Service covered its butt with 
paperwork, and the project ended! The problem we 
now face is securing the future of the inholding. 

The developers put the inholding up for sale 
through Sotheby's, an international real estate 
agent. Sotheby's was sent a certified letter point- 
ing out that the property was very controversial, 


that people were willing to be arrested to protect 
the area, and that it might be a good idea to let 
any prospective buyer know these facts. 

The Sierra Club got involved again. On June 2, 

1993, Tina Arapkiles (a Club professional), Mark 
Pearson (a Club activist), and Tony Ruckel (the 
Club's president at the time) met with four AMEX 
vice presidents. The story goes that McCarthy had 
the responsibility of finding a buyer until mid- 

1994, then AMEX took charge. Senior Vice 
President of AMEX, Richard Scroggins, called East 
Fork a "problem property." 

Since the ski resort project was stopped, activists 
have contacted AMEX regarding donating the 
property as a wilderness area to a conservation 
group. Efforts thus far have gone unnoticed. 
Therefore, it would be very helpful if people 
would contact Richard Scroggins and make the 
case that they should do the right thing: protect 
the land from development. Contact him at 
American Express Tower, World Financial Center, 
New York, NY 10285, (212) 298-2000. Let him 
know that until East Fork is protected from devel- 
opment, you will not be using AMEX and that you 
will encourage others to do the same. Please send 
any responses to the campaign address, listed 
below. You can also call (800) 554-AMEX, which is 
the global assistance hotline. Tell the operator that 
the globe needs assistance! Ask how to best get this 
message through to his or her bosses. 

In the spirit of this shift in focus on AMEX, new 
rubber stamps are now available. Have stamping 
parties! Use them with indiscretion! It worked 
once, why not now? 

Donations of any size are appreciated for the 
rubber stamps; they cost the campaign about $8 
each. Don't forget to cut up your card, or to apply 
for one if you're fresh out. Sending in a cut up 
card with a letter gets corporate attention! 

We saved the East Fork valley from a nasty ski 
resort. We can save it from being sold to a faceless 
developer and having to go through all of this 
again. Please write! If you have other ideas for 
protecting this important piece of land, or want 
more info, rubber stamps, etc., please write to 
Earth First!, PO Box 1166, Boulder CO 80306-1166. 
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Protest the Virgin Diversion 


The Virgin River is one of the last free- 
flowing rivers in the West. It runs through 
some of the most spectacular scenery in 
Arizona, Nevada, and Utah. All three 
states are bitterly fightiq^pr the rights to 
harness its water. 

Las Vegas is leading the charge. The 
city's population is about 900,000. It is 
expected to double within the next 10 
years. Las Vegas gets its water from under- 
ground aquifers and an apportioned share 
of what's left of the Colorado river. Las 
Vegas is demanding more Colorado River 
water or else, :hey say, they're going to 
build a diversion (pipeline) from the 
Virgin. The desert, however, is no place 
for urban expansion. Underground 
aquifers dry up. They are subject to 
drought. The Virgin River is no solution. 

If you add up all the water that Nevada, 
Arizona, and Utah are proposing to take 
from the river, it totals more than the 
river can deliver. In dry seasons, the river 
becomes just g trickle. 

Besides, the desert already has plenty of 
inhabitants. Millions of years of evolution 
has prepared them for living there but, 


unfortunately, their habitats are being 
destroyed, and they're being displaced and 
killed by invaders, human creatures grossly 
ill-suited to living in the harsh, dry climate 
of this region. These interlopers, frail but 
arrogant, want the things they had back 
home in Ohio or Wisconsin. They want to 
wash their cars every week. They want 
swimming pools and thick green lawns on 
which to barbecue. And most of all, they 
want to play golf in the winter. 

Wild and scenic designation is the single 
best way to preserve this river and the 
flora and fauna that depend on it. Not all 
sections of the river would qualify. Partial 
designation, however, would require 
monitoring of activities that affect the 
quantity and quality of water on either 
end of the designated areas. Of course, 
getting even some sections of the river 
designated wild and scenic will not be 
easy. The political resistance could be 
overwhelming. The important thing is to 
start the process by initiating studies that 
will preclude the kind of willy-nilly 
development that is currently going on 
here. Then the river will have to remain in 


a pristine state while the nominations and 
studies are underway. This is precisely why 
the Washington County Water Conser- 
vancy District (WCWCD) wants to rush 
forward with their plans for several diver- 
sions. They know if the river is designated 
wild and scenic, they will have to plan 
more realistically for growth. 

There are two endangered fish in the 
Virgin: the Virgin roundtail chub and the 
woodfin minnow. These fish are found 
nowhere else on earth. A third fish, the 
Spinedace, has been nominated for listing 
under The Endangered Species Act. 

The future of the Virgin River as a 
complete and functioning ecosystem is in 
jeopardy. The pressures of development 
are quickly closing in on its fragile banks. 
The following organizations can provide 
more detail on what can be done: Ameri- 
can Rivers, 801 Pennsylvania Ave, Suite 
400B, Washington, DC 20003-2167, (202) 
547-6900; Southern Utah Wilderness 
Alliance, 1471 South 1100 East, Salt Lake 
City, UT 84105-2423, (801) 486-3161. 

EXCERPTED FROM CALL TO ACTION 


Turkey Vultures Hold up Billion Dollar Road 


by Leeona Klippstein 

The Gabrielino-Shoshone Nation and the Spirit of the Sage 
Council have taken legal action requesting US Interior Secretary 
Bruce Babbitt to halt construction of the Eastern Transportation 
Corridor in Orange County, California. The $1.26 billion road 
project would destroy a cave known as Tuka-Par, sacred to the 
Gabrielino-Shoshone Nation. At winter solstice, light from the 
setting sun knifes through a notch at the top of the cave entrance, 
striking another notch at the back of the four-foot depression. 

Vera Rocha, hereditary chief of the Gabriela-Shoshone and co- 
founder of the Spirit of the Sage Council, for 40 years has been an 
outspoken opponent of "land rapers and destroyers of Mother 
Earth." She has stated that the sandstone cave regulates the seasons 
and regeneration, explaining that "destroying this sacred winter 
solstice cave is like killing Mother Earth and her ability to give life.” 

The Gabrielino-Shoshone are federally recognized as "California 
Indians." The Gabrielino-Shoshone's ancestral territories range from 
Malibu south to Aliso and from Catalina Island (Pimu) east to the 
coastal mountain ranges of the San Gabriel and San Bernardino 
Mountains. The Gabrielino-Shoshone do not have a reservation. All 
lands were stolen by the US government, which has refused to ratify 
treaties with California Native Americans since 1852. 

Tuka-Par is situated on a hilltop overlooking Catalina Island. The 
Transportation Corridor Agency (TCA) and its paid archeologists 
identify the cave as a "hunting blind" and "rock outcropping." TCA 
reports fail to recognize the archaeological significance of the cave's 
petroglyphs. 


The scheduled July demolition of Tuka-Par was scuttled by 
the discovery of a pair of turkey vultures nesting in the cave. 
This is the first turkey vulture nesting site found in the area in 
20 years. The US Fish and Wildlife Service has requested that 
additional studies be performed on these migratory birds. The 
TCA biological consultants have radio-collared the vultures and 
will study them until October. 

The Gabrielino-Shoshone Nation and the Spirit of the Sage 
Council have asked that Secretary Babbitt enjoin all construc- 
tion until Tuka-Par can be studied by a panel of archeo-astrono- 
mers on the winter solstice, request that Tuka-Par be nomi- 
nated as a national historic landmark and a world heritage site, 
and meet with Vera Rocha and the Spirit of the Sage Council. 

The non-profit California Indian Legal Services (CILS) is 
representing the the two groups seeking to protect Tuka-Par. 
CILS is anticipating major financial cutbacks, and estimates 
that costs associated with Tuka-Par could reach $50,000. With 
the moratorium on road construction ending in October, funds 
are desperately needed. 

Please send donations to California Indian Legal Services, c/o 
Vera Rocha, Spirit of the Sage Council, PO Box 77027-102, 
Pasadena, CA 91107. 

Contact Secretary Bruce Babbitt, US Department of the 
Interior, 1849 C St. NW, Room 6151, Washington, DC 20240, 
fax (202) 219-2100. Tuka-Par is referred to as "Gabrielino- 
Shoshone site, CA-ORA-1241, Orange County, CA." 


Mount GraIiam VicTORy Upheld 


The San Carlos Apache and environmental activists just won a major court battle for Mt. 
Graham in southeastern Arizona. In another setback to the University of Arizona's (UA) 
plans to construct the Columbus telescope on Mt. Graham, the Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals denied the Arizona Board of Regents and Justice Department's petition for a rehear- 
ing. An earlier court ruling still stands, which stopped the project with a permanent 
inuction. That decision states that studies assessing the project's effect on an endangered 
ecosystem are required. 

Regents of UA, the Italian Arcetri Observatory, and the German Max Planck Institute are 
partners in this partially completed plan to build the telescope complex. Mt. Graham is 
home to many rare and endangered species including the Mt. Graham Red Squirrel. The 
mountain is also sacred to the San Carlos Apache. 

In upholding the decision, the Appeals Court ruled in April that the University of Arizona 
had moved the site of the third Columbus telescope from the location specified by Con- 
gress, and therefore must carry out an environmental review. 

Appeals Court Judge Arthur Alarcon said the site of the project was a fixed term of the 
1988 law. "... Congress did not indicate that the sites specified ... could be changed at the 
discretion of the Forest Service," Judge Alarcon stated. 

To get involved contact the Student Environmental Action Coalition, PO Box 1891, Tuc- 
son, AZ 85702, phone (520) 322-9819, fax (520) 795-2527, email seac-sw@seac.org. 
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Treesitters Block Construction 






by Julia Roll 

On Friday, July 14, a bulldozer pushed its way up 
Howard's Knob, a 4,420-foot peak near Boone, North 
Carolina, only to be stopped by a protestor strapped 
to a shaggy bark hickory. Jeffrey Scott climbed the 
tree to stop Monte Green, a Florida developer, from 
cutting the first swath of trees intended to lead to 
Green's planned 8,000 square-foot home. The tree 
sit successfully halted construction on Friday. When 
the developers returned on Monday, Andrew Porter 
and Jim Toomey met them in the trees and shut 
down construction again. 

Monte Green owns 74 acres of land surrounding 
a six-acre protected park on Howard's Knob, and 
Green plans to engulf the tiny old growth grove in 
a sea of vacation houses. The community of Boone 
is fighting the development to protect Howard's 


Knob, home to bobcats, owls, black bears, bald 
eagles and peregrine falcons. The forest also provides 
a home to numerous native plant species, including 
yellow lady slippers, showy orchids, lilies, and gin- 
seng. Community members fear the development's 
sepjic tanks could degrade the watershed. 

fn the words of treesitter Andrew Porter, "It doesn't 
take much. Just a little loyalty to our 'Mother.' Some 
say its 'radical,' maybe even 'unreasonable.' I say 
developing every ridge-top to the point that our 
children won't even know what woods are is 'radical'. " 

The Watauga Land Trust is negotiating to buy 
approximately 60 acres of Monte Green's land. At 
this stage, Green is asking for over 300% of the 
land's appraised value. Get involved by contacting 
the Watauga Land Trust, 703 W. King St. Suite 203, 
Boone, NC 28607, (704) 264-2511. 
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State Senator John Scott of New 
Jersey withdrew his bill to repeal the 
Pinelands Protection Act, but intro- 
duced in its place a bill with far 
more devastating implications for 
the future of the Pinelands. The bill, 
introduced in March, proposes state 
adoption of the "takings" legislation 
now being debated in the US Senate. 

The adoption of takings laws may 
be the most insidious aspect of the 
Republicans' multi-pronged attack 
on the Endangered Species Act and 
other environmental laws. Last 


September, more than ten state 
attorneys general, including New 
Jersey's Deborah T. Poritz, signed a 
statement cautioning members of 
Congress against adoption of takings 
bills: "They would, in effect, write 
into law the dubious principle that 
the government must pay polluters 
not to pollute, pay property owners 
not to harm their neighbors or the 
public, and pay companies not to 
damage the health, safety, or welfare 
of others." 

The government is prohibited by 


the Fifth Amendment from taking 
private property without just com- 
pensation to the owner. Historically, 
the US Supreme Court recognized 
that government regulation may 
constitute a taking, but only in cases 
when no part of the property retains 
any viable economic use. But recent 
court decisions on takings bills 
threaten to unravel 25 years of 
successful environmental legislation. 

Senator Scott's bill asserts that if 
there are no available government 
funds to compensate big land 


developers, government regulation 
is unenforceable. Such legislation 
will easily exhaust the modest 
budget of the Pinelands Commis- 
sion, and will ultimately pave the 
way for total erosion of the 
Pinelands Protection Act. 

For names and numbers of state 
representatives and how you can get 
involved, contact the Pinelands 
Preservation Alliance, 114 Hanover 
Street, Pemberton, NJ 08068, phone 
(609) 894-8000. 

EXCERPTED FROM INSIDE THE PINELANDS 


Hoofed Locusts Threaten 
the Santa Ritas 


by Mojave Earth First! 

The newly formed Mojave Earth First! recently 
received a copy of the US Forest Service (USFS) 
environmental assessment (EA) for the Santa Rita 
Mountains in Arizona. This EA focuses on the 
Agua Caliente, Alto, Box Canyon, Proctor, and 
Stone Springs grazing allotments in the Santa Rita 
Mountains about 40 miles south of Tucson. 

The USFS prefers Alternative C, which includes 
five water developments for cattle, two new 
fences, two fence reconstructions, two new post 
and wire corrals, and eleven water development 
repair projects. Nearly all of these developments 
would be paid for with taxpayer dollars. Alterna- 
tive C also calls for continued grazing on all five 
allotments, one of which contains habitat for the 
endangered Pima Pineapple Cactus. 

This proposal is yet another threat to 
biodiversity on our public land, and it must be 
stopped! Mojave EF! urges everyone to write 
letters of support for Alternative B to the USFS. 
Alternative B would end livestock grazing on all 
five allotments when the current permits expire, 
and either remove or abandon all "improve- 
ments." Enough said! Implementation of Alter- 
native B would eliminate the hoofed locusts 
from this fragile and unique sky-island ecosys- 
tem. Write to the USFS by August 14 in support 
of Alternative B. To request a copy of the EA call 
(520) 281-2296. Send intelligent comments with 
supporting facts to Candace W. Allen, District 
Ranger USFS, Nogales Ranger District, 2251 N. 
Grand Ave, Nogales, AZ 85621. To get involved 
contact Mojave EF!, PO Box 842, Barstow, CA 
92312-0842, (619) 961-8489. 



Indian ricegrass, a staple of aboriginal Americans in 
much of the West, was mostly eliminated by livestock, 
(graphic by Helen Wilson) 


Cow Pies or 
Wilderness? 


The Vail and Vickers private cattle ranch and 
commercial elk hunting operation continues to 
threaten rare native plant and animal communi- 
ties on Santa Rosa Island, off the coast of Santa 
Barbara, California. The island, home to 18 en- 
dangered species, was purchased by the govern- 
ment as part of the Channel Islands National 
Park in 1986. A special use permit granted by the 
National Park Service allows the 7,000-herd cattle 
ranch and elk hunting operation to continue. In 
theory, the Park Service grants permits for ranch- 
ing and hunting on park land only when such 
activities are consistent with the maintenance of 
a park's ecosystem. 

The National Parks and Conservation Associa- 
tion (NPCA) recently discovered that the Park Ser- 
vice failed to fulfill this mandate. But aside from 
acknowledging the seriousness of the rancher's 
environmental impact, the Park Service has taken 
very little action. As conditions on the island con- 
tinue to deteriorate, the NPCA is gearing up for legal 
action to protect this unique ecosystem from the 
impacts of the private cattle ranch. 

The abuses facing Santa Rosa Island and the 
Channel Islands National Park parallel the battles 
raging nationwide over subsidized ranching. 
Write letters encouraging the Park Service to 
eliminate the ranch from the park. Send letters to 
Superintendent Max Shaver, Channel Islands 
National Park, 1901 Spinnaker Drive, Ventura, 
CA 93001, phone (805) 658-5700, fax (805) 658- 
5799. To get involved contact the Director of the 
Pacific Region of the NPCA, Brian Huse, PO Box 
1289, Oakland, CA 94604, (510) 839-9922. 
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hree hundred years of industrial 
expansion, most in the last 50 
years, brings us to where 
humans are now tweaking the control 
dials on the Earth's basic life support 
systems. This recent spasm of global 
human activity has been fired by an 
appetite, growing exponentially, for 
pre-Pleistocene plants, compressed 
into coal, oil and gas — the fossil fuels. 
I don't know what arrogance allows 
people to literally consume that which 
formed over billions of days and nights. 
What I do know is that we are flooding 
the global atmosphere with carbon 
dioxide and sulfur dioxide, and that 
we'd better stop this madness if we 
want to protect the complex ecological 
assemblages native to our bioregions. 

The Earth's climate is changing 
because of fossil fuel burning. That 
statement triggers fits of hysterical 
denial. But the evidence is piling up. 

Scientists may hedge all their 
predictions, but insurers make their 
money betting, safely, on the odds of 
disaster. While the fossil fuel industry 
finances whole organizations 
dedicated to denying the danger of 
global climate change and invests 
heavily in the campaigns of federal 
political candidates, the $1.4 trillion 
insurance industry is growing very 
nervous about their financial 
vulnerability. As Franklin Nutter, 
president of the Reinsurance 
Association of America points out, 
"The insurance business is first in line 
to be affected by climate change ... it 
could bankrupt the industry." Their 
top-notch forecasting experts have 
good reason to worry that the world's 
climate is going haywire. Here's a 
sampler of recent evidence. 
Irrefutable Evidence? 


The fact that sulfur dioxide (S0 2 ) 
from fossil fuel burning is affecting 
the Earth's climate is nearly irrefutable. 
It is easier to measure the climate 
impact of SO z than carbon dioxide 
(C0 2 ), the other climate-changing 
fossil fuel by-product. Instead of 
trapping heat like C0 2 , SO z particles 
reflect sunlight away, cooling the 
climate beneath. S0 2 particles don't 
travel very far either, because they're 
washed out of the atmosphere within 
a couple weeks. That means S0 2 veils 
the regions around the biggest 
polluters — eastern North America, 
Europe and eastern Asia. In contrast, 
greenhouse gases survive for decades 
in the air, long enough to spread evenly 
around the globe and affect climate 
for several human generations. 

Recently, the National Climatic Data 
Center (NCDC) showed that in regions 
where S0 2 emissions are greatest, 
temperatures cooled compared to the 
rest of the unveiled globe, and that the 
cooling was greatest during summer 
days, when there's more solar energy 
for S0 2 to reflect. What's more, when 
the Clean Air Act limited S0 2 emissions 
in the US beginning around 1970, the 
cooling trend stopped. 

That is compelling evidence that 
humans are changing the climate, and 
according to NCDC's Thomas R. Karl, 
"the reduction of temperature is large 
enough to have an impact on global 
temperatures." He estimates that 
without the S0 2 , the Earth would be 0.5 
degrees Celsius (deg C) warmer. Add 
that to the global warming of 0.6 deg C 
measured in the last 140 years, and the 
planet would have warmed over one 
deg C without the S0 2 . That fits with 
the more catastrophic trend line in the 
range of global warming forecasts. 1 
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GLOBAL WARMING 


by Rhys Roth 

More Extreme Weather in the US 

In the short term, S0 2 may be hiding 
the full power of greenhouse warming, 
but in a separate study, the NCDC 
showed that US weather has been 
growing more extreme. They 
scrutinized US records for the last 80 
years to track summer droughts, 
drenching rain storms, wet winters, 
and other types of wild weather events 
that are expected to increase in a 
greenhouse-heated world. 

They discovered that since the late 
1970s, the climate has been stuck in 
greenhouse mode, with extreme 
weather more often. Statistical analyses 
showed only a five percent probability 
that the "latest surge toward the 
greenhouse side is just another 
fluctuation of an otherwise stable 
climate," according to science writer 
Richard A. Kerr. 2 Karl [of NCDC] told 
the New York Times simply, "I would 
say the climate is responding to 
greenhouse gases." 



The Ocean is Heating 

Most of the extra heat added to the 
climate system by greenhouse gases is 
absorbed by the ocean; after all, it 
covers 70 percent of the Earth. Just the 
top 10 feet of ocean waters contain as 
much heat as the entire atmosphere. 

The Pacific Ocean is huge. It is 63.8 
million square miles large, about as 
big as all the Earth's land masses 
combined, including Antarctica which 
is nearly twice as big as the US and 
Canada together. Not only has the 
temperature of Pacific Ocean surface 
waters been climbing since the mid- 
1970s, but evidence suggests that 
evaporation, air moisture, and rainfall 
over tropical waters has also increased, 
according to Nicholas E. Graham of 
the Scripps Institute of Oceanography. 

Graham warns with typical scientific 
aplomb that while the climate changes 
since the 1 9 70s could be natural, "there 
is disquieting similarity" between the 
observed changes and the early 
changes expected from an increase of 
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. 

"El Nino," a periodic shift in the 
Pacific Ocean which drives wild 
changes in weather worldwide, has 
been visiting more frequently in recent 
decades. Over the past century, El 
Ninos occurred about every three to 
five years, often offset by periods of 
ocean cooling called La Nina. Since 
1976, though, there have been five El 


Ninos but just one La Nina. The most 
recent El Nino has lasted the longest 
of all, four years so far. 

Ants Leetmaa, a climatologist at the 
National Meteorological Center, told 
New Scientist, "This is a new [climate] 
regime. What is happening is 
unprecedented in the last 100 years.... 
My personal feeling is the planet has 
changed — I think we're seeing the 
impact of global warming." 4 
Altered Climate — 

Altered Ecosystems 

In the western Pacific waters off 
Southern California, zooplankton 
populations dropped 80 percent 
between 1951 and 1993, while the 
surface layer warmed 1.5 deg C, 
according to Dean Roemmich and 
John McGowan of Scripps Institution 
of Oceanography. They compiled data 
from 222 cruises covering a 130,000 
square-kilometer region of water. 

Zooplankton are tiny microscopic 
grazers that are of huge importance to 
life on Earth. They form the base of 
the oceanic food chain, feeding on the 
microscopic plants that remove 
massive quantities of CO z from the 
atmosphere as they grow. 

The Scripps researchers found that 
the zooplankton die-off is due to 
increased stratification caused by 
warmer surface waters. Upwelling of 
cold waters stirs up vital nutrients for 
the plankton. Stratification prevents 
colder deep waters from mixing with 
the surface layers. They warn that, "If 
there is a global temperature rise of 1 to 
2 deg C in the next 40 years and 
stratification increases globally, the 
biological impacts could be 
devastating. -5 

McGowan told New Scientist that 
the zooplankton drop may well extend 
over far more of the Pacific Ocean 
than they studied, and that on the 
opposite side of the ocean, the Japanese 
Maritime Safety Agency is reporting 
an increase in surface water 
temperature of 0.7 deg C. He told 
Science, "If it's part of a natural cycle, 
then it'll reverse itself. If it is man- 
caused, we're in serious trouble." 

Several species off California's coast 
that feed on zooplankton appear to be 
in decline. Stephen Ralston of the 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
found that rockfish reproduction off 
the central California coast has been 
"pretty much a disaster" in warm water 
years, which have grown more 
frequent. Richard Veit, of the 
University of Washington, found that 
the total abundance of seabirds off the 
coast of southern California declined 
by 40 percent between 1987 and 1994, 
and sooty shearwater populations 
dropped by 90 percent. "The bird and 
zooplankton declines match each 
other so closely, it sure looks like there's 
a strong connection," Veit said. David 
Ainley, of Point Reyes Bird Observatory 
near San Francisco, found that the 



population of cassin's auklet dropped 
by 60 percent since the late 1970s. 6 

Scientists at the Monterey Bay 
Aquarium Research Institute recounted 
45 invertebrate animal species (limpets, 
barnacles, anemones, chitons, sea stars) 
in one stretch of rocky intertidal beach 
that was surveyed in the early 1930s. In 
the past 60 years, the shoreline water 
temperatures increased 0. 7 5 deg C, with 
summertime highs climbing 2.2 deg C. 

As the waters warmed, eight out of 
nine species who favor warmer habitats 
to the south grew more abundant at the 
site. Five out of eight species that favor 
cooler habitat to the north declined. In 
all, the abundance of 32 of the 45 species 
changed, "indicating profound change 
in community structure." 7 

The ecological impacts of climate 
change are also being seen in the forests 
of the far north. At the harsh, far 
northern reaches of Alaska's white 
spruce forests, scientists have been 
drilling cores in trees for clues to 
climate change. They found 
confirmation that temperatures have 
warmed dramatically (about two deg 
C in the last century), and discovered 
that in the last 25 years, the trees grew 
very sensitive to how much rain falls, 
a sign of moisture stress due to warmer 
temperatures. The researchers, Gordon 
Jacoby and Rosanne D'Arrigo of the 
Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory 
are also concerned that warmer 
temperatures are the cause of severe 
bark beetle outbreaks that have wiped 
out several million acres of southern 
Alaskan forests since the 1970s. 8 

In the subarctic region of northern 
Finland, researchers with the Global 
Treeline Project have watched the pine 
forests encroach steadily northward 
over the tundra since 1948. Around 
mountains, the pines have climbed 
on average 20 meters per "seed year", 
while on the flatter plains, pines have 
moved northward between 40 and 
2,000 meters per seed year. 9 

While trees colonize some northern 
ecosystems where they had been 
absent, existing forests may be growing 
maladapted to the altered climate. 
Kevin Jardine, in an outstanding 
review of the threat to northern forests 
from climate change, cites studies 
showing that forest fires have grown 
more devastating along with rising 
temperatures in Canada and the 
western US since 1976, in Alaska since 
1975, and in Russia since 1985. 10 

In the Swiss and Austrian Alps, plant 
species have shifted upwards over the 
last 70 to 90 years, while temperatures 
warmed in the region by 1.2 deg F. 
Scientists there concluded that, "There 
is no doubt that even moderate 
warming induces migration processes, 
and that this process is under way ... 
Global warming is already having a 
significant impact on plant ecology." 11 

In shallow ponds on Canada's 
Ellesmere Island, very near Greenland's 
west coast, researchers at 
Queen's University studied 
assemblages of diatoms, 
abundant and diverse one- 
celled algae species, 

> preserved in the mud. In 

L each pond, they found that, 

■ "diatom assemblages were 

W relatively stable over the last 

continued on next page 



few millennia but then experienced 
unparalleled changes beginning in the 
19th century," which they conclude 
are "most likely related to climatic 
warming." 12 

At the other end of the world, 
researchers are observing the effects 
of a rapid climatic warming on the 
Antarctic Peninsula of about 2 deg C 
since 1964 that is stretching the 
growing season by about two weeks. 
Flowering plants that were extremely 
rare are spreading rapidly. Antarctic 
hair grass increased from 7 00 plants 
in 1964 to 17,500 in 1990, and 
Antarctic pearlwort increased from 60 
plants to 380. 13 

Compared to the attention we give 
to the political maneuverings of 
various nation-states, we pay very little 
attention to the ecosystems of the 
Earth. We have no way to know the 
full ecological impact that climate 
change is having. We do know enough 
to recognize that tweaking the climate 
control of the planet has gone too far 
already. 

Wake Up, Dammit!! 

The American media, politicians, 
big environmental groups, and general 
public appear to be oblivious to what 
is becoming quite obvious: fossil fuel 
burning is changing the Earth's 
climate. There seems to be a pervasive 
fear of confronting the need to phase 
out fossil fuels as rapidly as possible. 

In 1997, the nations of the world 
will gather again to decide whether to 
set a binding schedule for slashing 
Commissions. This is crunch time for 
climate change. The survival of the 
Earth's rich biodiversity is critically 
dependent on climate stability, 
especially as habitat is shrinking and 
barriers to migration are growing. 

Whether or not the American people 
wake up in the next 18 months to the 
reality of the climate crisis will 
probably spell the difference between 
survival and extinction for a whole 
lot of species. Earth First! may be the 
only movement in the US with the 
independence and fiery heart to speak 
the truth about climate change and to 
thrust it into the public's face through 
direct action. 
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"Drivin' that train , high on CFCs ..." 

by Ozone Action - The D™ (s°«t of) 


The Montreal Protocol policy makers, who designed the 
recovery of the ozone layer by assigning phase out dates 
for ozone depleting chemicals to the world's nations, 
based their calculations on the assumption that countries 
and businesses would fully comply. Well, folks — that's like 
assuming everybody will obey the speed limit. 

Already, Russia has declared that they will be unable to 
phase out CFCs by the end of this year as they have agreed 
under the Montreal Protocol. China and India also may 
not comply on schedule. All bets are off for when ozone 
depletion will stop getting worse. Another crack in the 
dike is right here in the US. According to Tom Watts- 
Fitzgerald, an assistant US attorney in Miami, "Short of 
illegal trafficking in controlled substances, in dollar value, 
freon is one of the most significant illegal imports into the 
Miami area." ( New York Times, April 30, 1995). Maybe 
Nancy Reagan will begin a "Just say no to CFCs" campaign. 

The efforts by US businesses to avoid phasing out pro- 
duction of CFCs and especially to avoid the excise tax now 
placed on CFCs during the phase out period, has created 
an illegal market in CFCs. That market is big, too. In April 
1995, a Fort Lauderdale man was indicted for smuggling 


more than 3,000 tons of CFCs into the US over the course 
of a year. The street value is estimated to be up to $52 
million. The US Government operation "Cool Breeze," an 
inter-agency task force working to eradicate the CFC black 
market, recently produced another arrest. John Tominelli, 
operator of Southport Container, a Medley, Florida ware- 
house, was arrested on June 23, for allegedly smuggling 
CFCs and grain alcohol into the US. There are many other 
cases under investigation. 

The Montreal Protocol is touted as an unprecedented 
success story, but full compliance with the Montreal 
Protocol is a long way off. Like the Wizard of Oz said to 
Dorothy and Toto, "Don't look behind that curtain." 
Behind the curtain, folks, is bold-faced noncompliance by 
Russia and other giants plus a growing US black market in 
CFCs. Ozone depletion is still increasing. We cannot 
afford to be complacent. 

Excerpted from Ozone Action News, the bi-weekly publica- 
tion from Ozone Action. Please reprint and distribute. Ozone 
Action, 1621 Connecticut Ave. NW, Washington, DC 20009, 
(202) 265-6738, fax (202) 332-4865, e-mail: 
ozone_action@essential.org 


Krill and the 

by Bruce Torrie 

This year, reports circulated that 10-15 percent of the 
estimated 3.3 million grey kangaroos in Australia have been 
"blinded from a mysterious virus." Researchers suggest that 
this epidemic may be due to increased levels of ultraviolet- 
B radiation (UVB) turning off the kangaroos' immune 
system, leaving them prone to previously harmless viruses. 
In the spring this year, the AP reported that penguin chicks 
were "starving to death near one of Australia's bases in the 
Antarctic ... the penguins can't find enough krill: small 
shrimp-like crustaceans they depend on for food." 

Last December, the Antarctic region saw the most pro- 
found depletion of atmospheric ozone ever: a hole with a 75 
percent depletion stretching over an area larger than the 
entire North American continent. The thickness of ozone 
and the area affected under the hole fluctuated and moved 
with the weather, exposing a vast area of ocean to hitherto 
unprecedented levels of UVB. 

Prior to human production and release of ozone depleting 
substances, the layer that protects life on Earth from harmful 
radiation was thickest at the poles. Scientists now think that 
this may be the reason for the great abundance of life present 
in the polar and sub-polar oceans. New research shows that 
nano and pico plankton, extremely tiny organisms, are much 
more abundant than previously estimated. Now, plankton 
are believed to be 10 to 100 times more abundant in the polar 
and sub-polar regions than in the temperate and equatorial 
oceans. Accordingly, most of the world's biomass is living 
under the polar ozone holes, and is now being exposed to 
unprecedented levels of UV radiation. 

This situation may accelerate global warming by affecting 
the complex oceanic food chain. Phytoplankton are tiny 
plants which float in the water column. Zooplankton are tiny 
animals which graze on the phytoplankton. These two 
organisms are critical to the oceanic food supply. In the 
Antarctic spring, as the ice recedes, tremendous blooms of 
plankton feed off carbon dioxide absorbed from the air by the 
oceans. By this process, vast amounts of CO z , an effective 
"greenhouse" gas, are removed by planktonic plants, thus 
helping to keep CO z levels down in the atmosphere. 

Recently published research indicates that plankton com- 
munities are dramatically affected by UVB, and some vital 
types of small plankton are completely destroyed. Unfortu- 
nately, these small plankton are the main food source for 
krill: the small shrimp-like plankton known as copepods, 
which often make up 70-90 percent of the zooplankton. 

The krill are vulnerable in several ways. According to 
David Lean, a senior research scientist with Environment 
Canada, "The little tiny ones were obliterated when ex- 
posed to UVB ... in Antarctica the baby krill can only eat 
cells less than 20 micrometers in size. The baby krill give 
rise to big krill, and they are pivotal in the whole Antarctic 
food chain. Without krill you don't have whales; without 


Circle of Life 

krill you don't have seals. It is absolutely central to the 
whole Antarctic food chain." 

Krill and other zooplankton are also disappearing from 
some areas of the temperate oceans. Reports show an 80 
percent drop in the population of zooplankton off the 
coast of Southern California. 

So, we come full circle. UVB destroys small phytoplank- 
ton in the Antarctic, contributing to global warming and 
a collapse in the polar and sub-polar oceanic food supply. 
Global warming causes a collapse of the zooplankton in 
the temperate and equatorial oceans, further contributing 
to the collapse of the oceanic food chain. 

Reports of starving penguins and seals circulate, but 
provoke no popular concern or outrage. Meanwhile, the 
popular and scientific media offer little analysis or call for 
action. It remains impossible to buy a refrigerator in North 
America which does not contribute to ozone depletion or 
global warming, and automobile air conditioners are 
often given free with new vehicles! In Berlin this spring, at 
the World Climate Summit, the US and Canada blocked 
any progress on C0 2 emission reductions. 



Penguins are washing up on the beaches, and kangaroos 
are being shot as they blindly search for water. All these 
things — the oceans, the trees, the air we breathe, the food 
we eat and the sky above us are interrelated. John Muir 
wrote almost a century ago that perhaps the universe 
would be incomplete without Homo Sapiens, "but it would 
also be incomplete without the smallest transmicroscopic 
creature that dwells beyond our conceitful eyes and knowl- 
edge." Only now as our ecologically blind society tears 
away the microscopic firmament of the web of life, are the 
world's top scientists proving the remarkable accuracy of 
Muir's insight. 

This article was contributed by Atmosphere Alliance, a 
project of the Earth Island Institute. To support the good work 
they are doing at the Atmosphere Alliance, become a member 
for $20 which will get you a subscription to No Sweat News. 
If you send $30 you will receive a subscription to Earth Island 
Journal and No Sweat News! Write to the Atmosphere Alli- 
ance at PO Box 1 0346, Olympia, WA 98502. 
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Israel Sells Out to 
Car Culture 


by Allison Slater 

In ancient Jerusalem, cars try to maneuver 
through stone alleys built for camels and don- 
key carts. In Tel Aviv, commuters sit in traffic 
jams for hours. In the northern city of Tzefat, 
drivers pulled up barriers so they could drive 
across a pedestrian walkway. All over Israel, 
cars routinely pull up onto sidewalks because 
there is no place to park. 

Israelis are buying into the car culture, aided 
and abetted by the Israeli government. The 
opportunity to leam from the mistakes of the 
US and Europe seems like it will be missed. 
Although a country as small as Israel could 
utilize public transportation and bicycle lanes 
and make private autos unnecessary for most 
of the population, the desire to emulate the US 
is proving stronger than long-term vision. 

The Israeli National Planning Board has ap- 
proved a plan for the Cross-Israel Highway 
whose 12 lanes will stretch 300 kilometers from 
Rosh Pina in the Upper Galilee to the Negev 
Junction south of Be'er Sheva. The road is 
expected to cost US $ 1 .7 billion excluding land 
appropriation costs, yet the government and 
its consulting firms insist trains are too expen- 
sive and bicycle lanes are considered a joke. 

The road will run through what little open 
space is left in the center of the country, 
claiming 1,620 hectares of agricultural and 
uncultivated land. The "economic develop- 
ment" that will follow the road will consume 
even more land in this tiny and crowded 
country. It will run along the western periph- 
ery of the Kula Forest. Most of the native 
forests in this part of the world were cut down 
long ago by successive waves of empires, from 
the Greeks and Romans to the British. What 



forests exist, such as the Kula, have mostly 
been planted since 1948. The healing of soil 
and wildlife populations in these young, sparse 
stands of pine will be susceptible to distur- 
bance from the construction, traffic and de- 
velopment along the highway. 

Future road-building plans include a loop 
around Jerusalem and a "Peace Road" from 
Jordan to the Sinai Peninsula. To avoid heavy 
truck traffic through the tourist city Eilat, one 
plan puts the Peace Road through the Ein 
Netafir Nature Reserve. Ein Netafir protects 
the only spring in this desert area. Springs and 
oases are vital to desert wildlife and to migrat- 
ing birds en route from Europe and Asia to 
Africa. Many swamps have already been 
drained in Israel and her neighboring coun- 



tries, causing bird populations to crowd 
into the small water bodies protected in 
parks and nature reserves. 

The Cross Israel Highway Company 
claims the road will alleviate Israel's traffic 
and air pollution problems, despite the 
fact that roads inevitably fill up with more 
cars. Currently Israelis own one million 
private automobiles. Car ownership is in- 
creasing six to seven percent each year, 
among the fastest in the world. Though 
Israel now only has 221 cars per thousand 
people, compared to 826 per thousand in 
the US, there are 80 cars per square kilome- 
ter in Israel, compared to 30 cars per square 
kilometer in the US. By 2010 there will be 
more than two and a half million cars. In 
the 9, 1 1 1 square kilometers north of the 
Negev, where almost all Israelis live, that 
will mean 270 cars per square kilometer. 

Israel has the third highest rate of traffic 
accidents in the world, surpassed only by 
Japan and Turkey. Professor Menacham 
Lure, director of air pollution research at 
Hebrew University, predicts that within 1 5 
years Tel Aviv and other Israeli cities will be 
experiencing air crises like Athens and 
Mexico City. Already, ground level ozone 
is twice the legal limit in some cities. 

The Israeli government's response to 
these problems has been to cut public 
transportation and build more roads. In 
1994, the Israeli cabinet voted to increase 
bus fares by 6.5 percent while vetoing a 
one percent gas tax increase. Since 1986, 
bus fares have risen 700 percent while 
subsidies have been cut, and car purchase 
taxes have been lowered. 

Adam Teva V'Din of the Israeli Union for 
Environmental Defense brought suit against 
the Israeli National Planning Board for ne- 
glecting to do a comprehensive environ- 
mental analysis for the Cross Israel Highway. 
The company claims that a comprehensive 
analysis is "inefficient and impossible" and 
the five studies done on segments of the road 
should suffice. Last winter, the case went 
before the Supreme Court, which ruled that 
the board must show cause for their breach 
of environmental law. 

For more information, contact Adam 
Teva V'Din at 21 Shneyour Street, Tel Aviv 
63326, Israel. Feel free to contact the Cross- 
Israel Highway Company, 1 3 Noach Moses 
Street, Tel Aviv 67442, Israel. 
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Fasting Stops 





On the fiftieth day of his fast, at the 
point of death, Sunderlal Bahuguna single- 
handedly brought the Indian government 
to its knees. Bahuguna, leader of the 
Chipko movement, had declared he would 
fast until the Prime Minister kept his 
promise — given three years ago — of re- 
viewing the entire Tehri Dam project in 
northern India. Bahuguna had also called 
for a complete halt to construction, pend- 
ing completion of the review. 

Thousands of Indians staged protests 
throughout the country. Solidarity was ex- 
pressed from all over the world; thousands 
of telegrams and faxes poured into the 
prime minister's office. On June 27, Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao announced 
that the Tehri project would be reviewed, 
bowing to Bahuguna's determination and 
the enormous support he generated. 

The dam, projected as one of the high- 
est in the world, could be one of the most 
hazardous as well, as it sits on a signifi- 
cant seismic fault. 

To help stop the Tehri Dam, please send 
urgent faxes to Prime Minister P. V. 
Narasimha Rao at 91-1 1-301-6857 or 301- 
9817. Please forward this message to other 
activists. If possible, also send a copy of 
the message to Indian embassies and con- 
sulates in your area. 



Malaysian 
Dam to 
Flood 
Protected 
Species 

International Rivers Network in Berke- 
ley, California released a review of the 
interim Environmental Impact Assess- 
ment of the proposed Bakun Dam in the 
Malaysian state of Sarawak. IRN commis- 
sioned a team of experts in hydrology, 
river ecosystems and energy planning to 
do the review at the request of citizens' 
groups in Malaysia. 

The 670-foot Bakun hydroelectric dam 
would be the highest in Southeast Asia. 
Its 2,400 megawatt generating capacity 
would make it the largest power plant in 
the region. Twelve "totally protected" 
animal species and 93 "protected" species 
are found in this area. More than 8,000 
indigenous people live in the 173,000 
acres of rainforest habitat to be flooded, 
an area larger than the island of Singapore. 

For more information callPatrickMcCully, 
Campaigns Director, International Rivers 
Network, (510) 848-1155 or fax (510) 848- 
1008. 










We Will NotBeMoved 

locals Vow to Drown Before Making Way for Dam 
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by Shripad Dharmddhikary 

June 8, 1995 — Twenty three families 
the desolate resettlement site of Malu in 
northwest India loaded their personal 
possessions in six trucks and set out for 
their home village on the banks of the 
Narmada River. Totally frustrated by 
the miserable conditions at their reloca- 
tion site and by the complete insensitivy 
of a government which has virtually 
abandoned them, these displaced per- 
sons have returned to their village of 
birth, knowing it could be submerged 
any minute to make way for the Sardar 
Sarovar dam. They have joined 1000 
families who refuse to move. 

They had been shifted to Malu four 
years ago, with promises of "ideal" re- 
settlement. They had never opposed 
the dam. However, the myth of ideal 
resettlement was quickly shattered. Refu- 
gees found poor quality land and bro- 
ken promises. Some were shown one 
land and given another. Many have still 
been given no land at all, nor drinking 
water, nor firewood. Initially, they com- 
plained to the government. Four years 
passed, and they realized the govern- 
ment would do nothing. They decided 
to go back to their villages. 

When they started their trucks, po- 
lice appeared on the scene and stopped 
them. When the people asked why 
they were being stopped, the police 
could not give any reason. They just 
kept saying, "You are doing something 
wrong." After an angry two-hour alter- 
cation, the 23 families decided to aban- 
don their possessions and go to the 
Kevadia colony resettlement office. 
There, they intended to return title 
deeds to the useless pieces of land they 
had been allotted. No official appeared, 
and finally, at about 8 p.m., they were 
unceremoniously thrown out by the 
police. With nothing but the clothes 
they had on and an enormous determi- 
nation born of frustration and anger, 
they proceeded to their original village 
of Gadher where they have built make- 
shift houses and where they eat with 
borrowed utensils while their posses- 
sions remain in police custody. 

A leading labour lawyer and a Non- 
Governmental Organization represen- 
tative visited Malu to investigate the 
situation. Their report states: "We have 
no hesitation in arriving at the conclu- 
sion that the District administration of 


Baroda had acted highhandedly and 
unreasonably in illegally detaining these 
trucks which had caused severe loss and 
hardship to these people . . . We find it 
is a violation of legal and constitutional 
rights and human rights by the state." 

On June 11, hundreds of tribals 
assembled on the banks of the 
Narmada near the villages of Jalsindhi 
and Domkhedi set little floating lamps 
adrift on the river, marking the begin- 
ning of the Monsoon Satyagraha. This 
monsoon, typically beginning around 
mid-June and lasting until the begin- 
ning of September, will completely 
flood many former villages along the 
Narmada, now that the dam has been 
raised from 69 to 80.3 meters. At least 
a thousand families face submergence. 

Others who have been "resettled" 
are returning to their homes. Even the 
World Bank has practically admitted 
the dam's viability is in question. 

The resolution of the protesters is 
expressed in their slogan which can be 
translated "We will drown, but not 
move." Villages in the state of 
Maharashtra have been under police 
occupation for over two years, and 
lately reinforcements have been 
brought in. The Maharashtra police 
issued a notice charging villagers with 
disruption of government work, as- 
sault, and attempted murder, banning 
them from their villages. The activists 
defy these orders — based on false 
charges — and continue to live in the 
valley. The police have not yet arrested 
them, but may do so at any time. 

People from all over the country 
have visited the dam to express their 
solidarity with the protesters of the 
Narmada Valley. 

The story of the 23 families in Malu 
is no exception. Hundreds of families, 
mostly from the state of Gujarat, suf- 
fer at resettlement sites. Many are 
now mired in debt and find bare sur- 
vival immensely difficult. All the while, 
the Indian government continues its 
propaganda of "ideal resettlement" 
challenged again on June 26, when 
over 400 ousted refugees from 35 relo- 
cation sites staged a massive demon- 
stration in Baroda under a banner pro- 
claiming "The Organization Struggling 
for Gujarat Oustees." 

A two member team from the 
People's Union for Civil Liberties who 
visited relocation sites in March con- 
cluded: "The 

Narmada resettle- 
ment process is a 
classic case of 
pauperization and 
immiseration of 
entire self-reliant 
communities in 
the name of de- 
velopment." 

In July, the water 
level of the 
Narmada river rose 
to 91 meters. 
Thousands of 
tribals in three In- 
dian states face 
submergence. 
They still refuse to 
move. 

To take action, 
fax the chief min- 
ister of Marashtra, 
M.M. Joshi, at 91- 
022-363-1446. 


by the Native Forest Network 

On July 5, the General Director of 
National Forests in Poland signed a 
document declaring an immediate 
moratorium on logging of old growth 
trees in the entire area of the Bialowieza 
Primeval Forest. The decision comes 
amid mounting pressure from NGOs, 
forest activists, and scientists world- 
wide to protect Europe's last lowland 
old-growth forest. In April the Inter- 
national Bialowieza Campaign held 
actions outside government buildings 
in Warsaw (see last issue of EF!). 

The Polish group, Workshop for all 
Beings, has been a central organizer of 
the campaign for a logging morato- 
rium. Spokesperson Janusz Korbel re- 
acted cautiously to the announcement. 
"We must look at this decision care- 
fully but it seems that this is a big 
success for the International 
Bialowieza Campaign. The next step 
should be national park status in the 
total forest area," said Janusz Korbel. 

The document states that no oaks, 
the most desirable hardwood in 
Bialowieza, over 60 cm (23.6 in) in 
diameter may be logged as well as 
lime, maple , and ash of similar sizes. 
Rare species of trees descended from 
native species and appearing in mixed 
forms, such as fir, cherry, apple, and 
elm received complete protection "re- 


Last month, Celtic Energy, assisted 
by a passel of police, managed to de- 
stroy what was left of a beautiful water 
meadow at Selar Nature Reserve, in 
South Wales. This beautiful piece of 
land was dug up and placed in a new 
nature reserve — a fly ash tip down the 
road! Not surprisingly, the flora and 
fauna haven't realized they are in a 
new nature reserve. Those that sur- 
vived the move are dying off rapidly. 
This method of trashing the environ- 
ment is called species relocation! 

A large number of environmental 
protestors and local residents at- 
tempted to stop the work, but follow- 
ing a total of 38 arrests and what has 
now become the normal level of po- 
lice brutality (an eight-year old child 


gardless of age and condition." The 
Workshop for All Beings had estimated 
that the remaining old growth in the 
Bialowieza would have disappeared 
within three to five years at current 
logging levels prior to the morato- 
rium. 

The logging moratorium is the first 
of two demands set forth by the Inter- 
national Bialowieza Campaign to be 
met by the Polish government. The 
second demand is to set aside the 
entire area of the Bialowieza Primeval 
Forest as a fully protected national 
park. Currently, only a tiny portion of 
the forest has national park status. 
"The logging moratorium gives us a 
lot of breathing room, but no one 
campaigning for the Bialowieza can 
rest until it is permanently protected 
as a national park," said Tom Fullum 
of the Native Forest Network. 

Faxes and letters congratulating the 
Polish Government for this promising 
move and encouraging it to give Na- 
tional Park Status to the whole forest 
area, should be sent to: 

The Prime Minister, Josef Oleksy 
Urzad Rady Ministrow 00-902, War- 
saw, Poland; fax +48 2 628 4222. 

For more information or to help, 
contact Tom Fullum, Native Forest 
Network, P.O. Box 8251, Missoula, 
MT 59807, phone (406) 251-2385, e- 
mail: tfullum@igc.apc.org. 


was punched to the ground by a fe- 
male police officer; other protesters 
were thrown onto barbed wire), their 
numbers were heavily depleted. Since 
the massive coverage generated in the 
local media, eviction from tree houses 
in the nearby oak woodland — also due 
to be destroyed — promises to be the 
biggest in the country's history. Ring 
01222 383363 and leave your number 
to be contacted if this eviction is at- 
tempted. 

Celtic Energy expects to make 50 
million pounds from the open cast 
mine at Selar. It is estimated that it 
cost them at least 500 thousand pounds 
for the security last week. The mine 
will take a year to prepare and another 
seven to mine. 



Welsh Nature Preserve Mined 
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Mumia Abu- Jamal To Be Executed 

Protests Needed Now! 


by Kurt Shuman 

The night before leaving for the Round River 
Rendezvous this year, I found myself marching with 
an angry crowd of 800 through the streets of San 
Francisco carrying one of 200 burning torches. We 
were demanding freedom for Mumia Abu-Jamal, an 
African-American journalist on death row who was 
wrongly convicted of killing a policeman. 

Aside from a concern for social justice and desire to 
support activists standing up against repression, radi- 
cal environmentalists have more in common and 
more reason to support Mumia than it might seem. 

Mumia's plight is tied to the story of MOVE, a 
group of African-American activists who literally 
exploded into the American consciousness in 1985, 
when the Philadelphia police (assisted by the FBI 
and US Department of Alcohol, Tobacco and Fire- 
arms) dropped a bomb on their house. The police 
killed 1 1 people and burned down 60 homes. 

I remember my shock and anger when I realized 
that the government would actually bomb its own 
people. But I hadn't realized at the time that the 
MOVE members were comrades, as well as victims. 
The mainstream press had effectively marginalized 
and vilified MOVE in the years leading up to the 
bombing. MOVE was portrayed as a violent, un- 
washed rasta cult led by a messianic madman, 
which terrorized their neighbors. The alternative 
media was not much better. In reality, MOVE was a 
tribe of ecocentric, urban revolutionaries with a no- 
compromise attitude. 

Writing from his jail cell, where he had been for 
three years, Mumia responded to the 1985 attack on 
MOVE: "What is to be done to prevent a repetition 
of this massacre? An early American labor leader 
said, "Don't mourn, organize!".... Pull together — 
unite — come together to resist this system's usurpa- 
tion of your inherent... rights to freedom, clean air, 
uncontaminated earth, fresh water, and an un- 
tainted, unpoisoned gene pool. People, all peoples 
on this planet, must be free and unthreatened by a 
nuclear pistol placed to the temple of the earth's 
inhabitants. Demand that this system of injustice 
free MOVE prisoners and all political prisoners from 
the dungeons of America." 

The lesson I hope we have learned from the 
bombing of Judi Bari and the infiltration and ha- 
rassment of Earth First! is the need to support and 
ally ourselves with other radical activists facing 
similar or greater repression. We may even discover 
some surprising common ground through our alli- 
ances. The same tactics will be used against Earth 
First! if we ever become as uncompromising in our 
actions as in our rhetoric. 

Mumia's Story 

On December 9, 1981, Philadelphia police officer 
Daniel Faulkner stopped William Cook for driving 
the wrong way down a one-way street. When police 
backup arrived, Faulkner was lying in the street, 
shot in the back and face. A few feet away, slumped 
in a pool of his own blood, with a police bullet 
lodged in his spine, was Cook's brother Mumia Abu- 
Jamal (born Wesley Cook). 

Mumia, who moonlighted as a cab driver, was 
driving by and upon seeing a cop beating his brother, 
rushed to his defense. His licensed pistol, which he 
had bought after being robbed twice, was found at 
the scene. 

Faulkner died an hour after the shooting. Mumia 
was beaten by police, who waited 45 minutes before 
taking him to the hospital, where he was beaten again. 

Mumia was charged with first-degree murder and 
brought to trial in 1982. His trial was presided over 
by Judge Sabo, who has sent more people to death 
row than any other judge in the country. Although 
he chose to represent himself, Judge Sabo forced 
Mumia to use a court-appointed lawyer, who by his 
own statement was unwilling to try the case. When 
Mumia objected, he was kept out of the courtroom 
for much of the trial. The lawyer has since been 
disbarred for incompetence. 


Mumia never got a fair trial. The jury was not 
told about inducements for testifying offered to 
two key prosecution witnesses, a prostitute fac- 
ing criminal charges and a cab driver on proba- 
tion for felony arson. The prostitute claimed she 
had seen Mumia wielding a gun, but other 
witnesses said she arrived at the scene after the 
murder asking what happened. The charges she 
had faced were subsequently dropped. The cab 
driver stated in his original deposition that a 
heavy-set gunman, weighing over 200 pounds, 
had fled the scene. In court, he implicated the 
170-pound Mumia. Mumia had only $150 al- 
lowed by the court for investigative purposes 
and was never informed that four other wit- 
nesses also reported seeing a man running away. 

One potential witness left Philadelphia before 
the trial because of police harassment. Mumia's 
brother kept silent because he was terrified of 
police retribution. 

The coroner confirmed that a.44 caliber bullet 
killed the cop. Mumia's gun was a .38. The police 
failed to perform routine tests on Mumia's hands 
to determine if he had fired a weapon, or ballis- 
tics tests to see if his gun had been fired. 

Two witnesses testified to hearing Mumia shout 
defiantly in the hospital that he had shot Faulkner. 
They turned out to be Officer Faulkner's former 
partner and best friend, and a hospital security 
guard who was also a friend. Moreover, neither of 
them said anything about a confession until months 
after the incident. Another policeman wrote that 
"the Negro male made no statements. " That cop was 
sent on "vacation" during the trial. 

On July 2, 1982 Judge Sabo sentenced Mumia to 
death. Over the last decade, appellate courts have 
refused to acknowledge the racial and political bi- 
ases that contributed to the violation of Mumia's 
rights and led to his conviction and death sentence. 
Amnesty International, Human Rights Watch, and 
many organizations throughout the world have 
questioned the fairness of his trial. 

Mumia was well known to the Philadelphia po- 
lice. As a teenager he helped found a chapter of the 
Black Panther Party. Later, he became a journalist 
and radio commentator known for his support of 
the MOVE community and his condemnation of 
the police force's habitual brutality to African-Ameri- 
cans. To cops in mourning for one of their own, he 
was an enemy delivered to their mercies. 

MOVE’S Story 

MOVE began in Philadelphia in 1972 and is still 
active today. Not an acronym, MOVE means "to 
MOVE, to work, to generate, to be active." MOVE 
members wore their hair in dreadlocks and adopted 
the surname Africa as an act of family unity. They 
were vegetarians and did composting. They never 
killed animals, not even rats (which infuriated their 
neighbors) because they believed in the sanctity of 
all life. Fearing drugs and indoctrination into the 
sickness of American life, MOVE refused to send 
their children to school. They abhorred the use of 
plastic. They occasionally harangued their neigh- 
bors using bullhorns. 

They taught anyone who would listen that the 
American political and social system is corrupt to 
the core. In demonstrations at zoos, pet shops, 
political rallies, public forums and media offices, 
MOVE used non-violent protest and profanity to 
expose the profanity of the system. 

According to Ramona Africa, "MOVE'S fight is 
with industry because industry is poisoning and 
abusing life. Industry is responsible for polluting 
the water, the air, the soil and making life sick; 
industry is responsible for drugs, alcohol and ciga- 
rettes; industry is responsible for cars, trains and 
buses that pollute the air, poison the lungs and 
retard the legs from lack of use. Zoos that enslave 
animal life is industry; scientific laboratories that 
torture animals through experiments is industry; 
prisons that enslave the innocent along with the 
guilty is an industry.... Industry is MOVE'S target, 


but industrialists put politicians between us and 
them by using politicians to legalize, endorse and 
protect industry." 

MOVE experienced increased police harassment 
and beatings at non-violent demonstrations. They 
suffered chipped bones and fractured skulls. Preg- 
nant MOVE members were severely beaten and 
suffered miscarriages. Three-week-old Life Africa's 
skull was crushed when police threw her to the 
ground. Charges against MOVE were dropped when 
it became apparent that neighbors could give eye- 
witness testimony to the baby's murder. 

In 1977, MOVE demanded an end to police vio- 
lence. Armed MOVE members stood outside their 
house, stating they would no longer be victimized. 
The media depicted them as gun-toting bandits. 

Police blockaded the MOVE house, attempting to 
serve expired warrants and to starve out the occu- 
pants. After nearly two months of demonstrations 
and public pressure, the city negotiated a settlement 
and the blockade ended. A judge ruled that MOVE 
had violated a non-existent agreement to vacate the 
house after the blockade. He then issued warrants 
for almost every MOVE member, including those 
who weren't even in the house. 

On August 8, 1978 hundreds of police officers and 
fire fighters surrounded the MOVE house. They 
attacked it with high pressure water hoses, gunfire 
and tear gas. Delbert Africa emerged from the base- 
ment with his hands high in the air. An interna- 
tional television audience watched police bludgeon 
him, then kick him in the head, kidneys and groin. 
Later in the day, large protest crowds were charged 
and beaten by police on horseback. 

One cop was killed in the barrage of police gun- 
fire. Nine MOVE members were sentenced to 30- 
100 years for his death. MOVE members never fired 
any shots and none were arrested with any weap- 
ons. The house was bulldozed, presumably to pre- 
vent gathering evidence. A judge quickly dismissed 
criminal charges against several police officers. 

Undaunted by this climate of repression, one of 
the few journalists to accurately report on MOVE 
and make a serious effort to understand the organi- 
zation was the president of the Association of Black 
Journalists, Mumia Abu-Jamal. Mumia covered the 
MOVE trials and gave an in-depth analysis. As a 
former Black Panther, he recognized the govern- 
ment terrorism to which MOVE was subjected. One 
radio station fired Mumia because of his outspoken 
support for MOVE. It was in this context that 
Mumia was framed for the killing of Officer Faulkner. 

MOVE relocated to another house and continued its 
activism. Three years after Mumia was sentenced, on 
May 13, 1985 over 600 police opened fire on the 
MOVE house. They were armed with tear gas and 
military weapons along with their regular assortment 

Continued on page 19 
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Lise Olsen: 


Imprisoned Activist Speaks Out 


by Lise Olsen 

My name is Lise Olsen. I am the only animal 
liberation prisoner in US. On July 4, 1992 , 1 under- 
took a solo anti-fur protest that involved suspend- 
ing 21 home-made gas lanterns over a huge steel 
billboard that displayed altered pro-fur, anti-envi- 
ronmental advertising. My intention was to assert 
the public's right to truthful information, and to 
publicize freeing the planet from the fur industry, 
and free fur-bearing animals from suffering. 

I designed the lanterns by attaching plastic pea- 
nut butter jars inside metal ashtrays, and lit them 
with hobby-shop wicks. One flamed like a small 
torch, spirit of 1776 style, then went out. The others 
failed to light. Because the expose project failed, I 
took no photo for the media and merely went home 
discouraged. 

Four months later I was arrested for attempted 
arson. The techniques used to convict me at trial 
were perjury, fabrication of evidence (labeling the 
lanterns "bombs"), and withholding evidence that 
would have proven innocence (the evidence was a 
video made by a prestigious explosives expert of a 
replica lantern alight). I received a four-year prison 
sentence. Three years after this protest project, I am 
writing from prison to warn other activists that the 
government does fabricate cases against people in- 
volved in animal rights and environmental action. 

Although it is well-known that the FBI has a 
long history of isolating, imprisoning and mur- 
dering social and political dissidents, one some- 
how never thinks it could happen to oneself. I saw 
the Mike Nichols film Silkwood and was appalled 
by the depiction of the murder of Karen Silkwood, 
who had tried to expose radiation hazards at the 
Kerr-McGee uranium processing plant in Okla- 
homa. I had read about the murder of Anna Mae 
Aquash of the American Indian Movement and 
visited her grave on the Pine Ridge Reservation. I 
was stunned when I read about the attempted 
murder of environmental activist Judi Bari, and 
how the FBI attempted to indict her as a terrorist 
who had supposedly bombed herself acciden- 
tally. Reading about these persecuted women is 
different than actually experiencing victimiza- 
tion by a dangerous and powerful government 
oneself. My mission is to make the danger of 
imprisonment (and death) real to people who are 
blind to how real this danger is them. 

According to David Helvarg ( The War Against the 
Greens, Sierra Club Books, 1994), there are a 


continued from previous page 

of rifles and handguns. Some of the weapons were 
obtained illegally from the federal Department of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. In an hour and a half, 
more than 10,000 rounds were fired directly into the 
house. The police used 37 pounds of C-4, a military 
explosive, to blast through the walls. Some of the 
explosive was dropped as a bomb on the house from 
a helicopter, igniting the entire neighborhood. 

Among the MOVE members at the house, six 
adults and five children were killed. The only sur- 
viving adult was sentenced to more than 16 years. 
To this day nine MOVE members remain in prison. 
No cop or public official has ever been charged with 
murder. 

From his jail cell, Mumia wrote after the 1985 
police attack, "Resist a system, a way of life, that 
produces acid rain, toxic waste, poisonous polluted 
waters, strangulating air, infertile soil, and ever- 
deadlier diseases.... Resist the system that promises 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, yet prac- 
tices dungeons of death and despair, hypocrisy and 
deceit. Say "No" to the Three Mile Islands, Bhopals, 
Love Canals, and Chernobyls that threaten your 
lives, your health, and the lives of your children's 
tomorrows! Resist today so that they won't need to 
resist tomorrow." 


staggering number of anti-green attacks — far more 
than the 313 incidents that the FBI has attributed to 
animal rights activists over the past 15 years. Yet 
except for the murder of Karen Silkwood, anti-green 
attacks have rarely drawn media attention. The 
media likes to report every fire, murder, and act of 
violence as entertainment for mainstream America. 
Acts of government 
violence against political 
dissidents is excluded from 
this litany of violent 
entertainment. Depicting 
every person arrested as a 
horrible criminal fits into 
the government's political 
and economic agenda. 

Prisons are a multi-million 
dollar industry that the 
government has every 
interest in perpetuating. 

The government has no 
interest whatsoever in 
having the media expose 
attacks on dissenters. It is 
in the government's 
interests to isolate 
dissenters, whether by imprisoning us or killing us, 
because then there will be no one opposing their 
position of power and economic privilege. 

An effective mechanism by which the govern- 
ment instigates arrests, obtains convictions and 
justifies murders is labeling the victim as a "terror- 
ist." I was convicted of a charge called "possession 
of incendiary devices," which were in actual fact 
"illuminating devices" (according to C. James Dahn, 
a national recognized explosives specialist). 

I attended a clemency hearing six months later. The 
Prison Review Board, instead of reading my petition as 
required by law, used the hearing as a vehicle for 
interrogating my supporters. They were asked about 
their "terrorist" affiliations and/or arrest records. 

The very next day the FBI visited a supporter with 
a subpoena for his fingerprints. They had convened 
a second grand jury and tried to indict me on a case 
involving smoke bombs discovered in Chicago de- 
partment stores in November, 1993. 

That action was allegedly claimed by the Animal 
Liberation Front. Although fingerprints found on 
the smoke bombs did not match mine, the FBI is 
determined to scapegoat me for that case as well. 
Why not? I am already unjustly entrapped in a 
prison; I am their sitting duck. The FBI used decep- 


Even from death row, Mumia continues to speak 
up against injustice. His radio commentaries have 
been aired all over the world. His recently published 
book, Live from Death Row, has earned him disciplin- 
ary isolation, so what the Fraternal Order of Police 
hope are the last days of his life may pass as wretch- 
edly as possible. All of Mumia's appeals have been 
exhausted, and he is scheduled to be executed on 
August 17. If you knew in advance the time and 
place a comrade was to be murdered, what would 
you do? 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 

Write to the Pennsylvania Supreme Court. De- 
mand that Mumia be given a stay of execution until 
he gets a fair trial: 

Chief Justice Robert Nix, Widener Building, Suite 
5000, One South Penn Square, Philadelphia, PA 
19107; phone (515) 560-3071, fax (215) 560-6388; 

Justice Ralph J. Cappy, 31300 One Oxford Court, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15219; phone (412) 565-2700, fax 
(412) 560-6388. 

Organize a street demonstration in your town. 

For more information about Mumia Abu-Jamal or 
MOVE, contact Concerned Friends and Family of 
Mumia Abu-Jamal, PO Box 19709, Philadelphia, PA 
19143, or call MOVE at (215) 387-9955. 


tive and illegal means to obtain fingerprints from 
my acquantances; such as having people handle 
glass coke bottles, plastic envelopes and vases, for 
over a year. My boyfriend — not an activist — was 
fingerprinted at gun point on the hood of an FBI car. 

To the FBI, tagging innocent people as "terrorists" 
justifies deception, imprisonment and murder. It's 


actions resemble the witchcraft trials of 1692. A 
woman was identified as a "witch" simply by calling 
her one. In his book Wayward Puritans: A Study in the 
Sociology of Deviance, sociologist Kai Erickson writes, 
"It is not surprising that deviant behavior should 
appear in a community at exactly those points 
where it is most feared. Men who fear witches soon 
find themselves surrounded by them." Calling a 
person by whatever name is most feared by the 
general population, whether that word be witch, 
communist or terrorist, serves the purpose of unit- 
ing the mainstream community and the establish- 
ment against the "other." It gives people a feeling of 
security and solidarity. Name calling masks the 
problems created by the government and distracts 
people's attention by implying that all problems are 
caused by these social dissenters or "deviants." This 
is necessary to societies troubled by internal 
incohesiveness and unrest such as the United States. 

Animal rights activists threaten the capitalist power 
elite's profit in the animal industry. Therefore, it is 
politically advantageous to the government to dis- 
credit and destroy this movement as they did the 
Black Panthers, blacklisted "communists," the 
Wobblies, etc. 

It is my belief that the FBI will continue victimiz- 
ing me as part of their "isolate and destroy" cam- 
paign. Instead of allowing me to sink into obscurity 
as a quiet greenhouse owner when I get out of 
prison, I believe they will target me and declare that 
I qualify as a terrorist in order to justify arresting me 
again. The state of Illinois has me listed as convicted 
for "possession of explosives." Why does this false 
charge exist when I was in fact convicted of "posses- 
sion of incendiary devices?" The Illinois Depart- 
ment of Corrections (prison system) has refused to 
delete this slanderous charge against me in defiance 
of a 1994 court order to do so. I made illuminating 
devices that explosives specialist Dahn wrote "pos- 
sessed no danger to the public and were no more 
dangerous than a luau candle." Yet, I have been 
transformed into a "terrorist" worthy of being tar- 
geted by the FBI to protect the economic advantage 
of the wild animal trade (as well as factory farming, 
NIH animal experimentation, the domestic fur in- 
dustry, hunters' lobbies). 

If any readers would like to help me, write to Odie 
Washington, Director IDOC; 1301 Concordia Court; 
PO Box 19277; Springfield, IL 62794. 

Insist that, as a non-violent political prisoner, I 
should be awarded home electronic detention in 
the last three months of my sentence. Even violent 
criminal prisoners are frequently awarded such de- 
tention. Send me copies of your letters. I will for- 
ward them to Amnesty International which is 
investigating my case. 

Please write to me: Lise Olsen, Political Prisoner 
B48426, PO Box 5001, Dwight Prison, Dwight, IL 
60420. 


Mumia Abu-Jamal. ... 
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Plea Bargaining 

Editor's note: Before his arrest in September, 1 994, Rod Coronado's activism landed 
him on the FBI's ten most wanted list. In the Eostar, 1995 issue of the Earth First! 
Journal, Rod explained the details of the federal government's case against him and 
the terms of the plea bargain he accepted. Rod stated that in return for pleading guilty, 
"The US government promises not to seek further prosecution of me in the remaining 
districts investigating the ALF [Animal Liberation Front], nor subpoena me to testify 


against others suspected of ALF activity. The price I pay for not testifying against my 
compatriots is a three- to four-year sentence. " 

Rod's case has triggered controversy within the movement about the issue of plea 
bargaining. Four activists share their views here. Rod is unable to comment until after 
his sentencing, which has been rescheduled to August 10. 

The voices here reflect a variety of experience with the legal system. All four authors 
have done jail time, ranging from two months tofouryears. Peg Millett and Mark Davis 
faced federal felony charges after an FBI infiltrator helped them cut power lines in 
Arizona. Peggy Sue McRae blockaded a logging road and was prosecuted for her civil 
disobedience by the state of Idaho. A federal grand jury in Washington jailed Jonathan 
Paul during its insidious investigation of animal liberation activists. 


A Guided Tour of the US Department of Injustice 


by Mark Davis 

To plead or not to plead — this seems to be a question which draws a lot of 
interest, and no shortage of advice for the person faced with the choice. 
There are conflicting factors to consider; after all, the issue involves losing a 
(perhaps substantial) part of a lifetime. Then there are the political impacts 
of a plea deal, and the question of the price others will pay for the decision. 

It has always been interesting to me to observe the inverse relationship 
between verbal fanaticism and personal risk. It's not a one to one ratio, but 
in general it seems that those who most passionately urge others to sacrifice 
all for the Cause, whatever it might be, are those least likely to place them- 
selves in a similarly dangerous situation. Talk is cheap, and safe, and often 
uninformed. Having been through the process myself and subsequently 
spending three years sitting behind the clerk's desk in the prison law library, 
perhaps I can at least offer some information. 

Understanding the context in which a plea is negotiated is important. 
Some people are blissfully ignorant of the legal system and imagine there is 
a chance of actually winning an acquittal. Sure there is! In the federal 
courts, 98 percent of cases which go to trial end in conviction. This is not a 
reflection of the actual guilt or innocence of most defendants, but testimony 
to the incredible power wielded by prosecutors. For all practical purposes, an 
indictment is the same as a conviction for most individuals. In the last 20 
years, Congress has systematically dismantled the mechanisms which were 
supposed to protect citizens from the overwhelming power of the state in 
criminal matters. There is not enough space here to thoroughly detail and 
document this statement, but for the purpose of this article it is necessary to 
mention some of the realities faced by a defendant. The playing field is not 
at all level. 

The first point to understand is that guilt and innocence are irrelevant: In 
prison, I read a lot of case law, and talked to dozens of people in depth 
about their situations, and read their paperwork. At a very rough guess, 
filtering out the liars and about half of all prisoners there for so-called 
crimes involving recreational chemicals, probably between 10 and 15 
percent of the inmates had not done what they were convicted of doing (at 
least where I was incarcerated). But nobody except the accused and her 
personal circle give a damn. 

The System is a bureaucracy, and like any bureaucracy the primary goal of 
the people staffing it is personal comfort with minimal risk either to in- 
come, status, or peace of mind. Defense lawyers, with significant exceptions, 
are just players in this game. They have come to terms with the moral 
difficulties which may have initially troubled them until they realized that 
maximizing income and fully representing their clients are mutually exclu- 
sive goals. 

A plea bargain is usually in an attorney's best financial interest since it 
increases his hourly income. Plea bargaining is usually in the defendant's 
best interest as well, since an acquittal is so unlikely. Prosecutors are also 
best served by pleas. They are scored by the number of scalps they hang on 
the wall, not the guilt or innocence of the scalped, or the probity of the 
scalping technique. Judges are constantly engaged in a struggle to clear their 
calendars, and the workload increases at a pace which far outstrips their 
budgets. They want to see cases cleared, and since almost all judges are ex- 
prosecutors, they are generally unconcerned with the guilt or innocence of 
the accused. They love pleas, because they keep judges looking good and 
they avoid costly trials. 

So the self-interest of all participants in the System is generally best served 
by plea bargaining. Obstreperous defendants who do not yet understand 
that they are merely raw meat in the grinder can present problems. An array 
of poisoned sticks and ghastly faux carrots has been developed to encourage 
docility and ensure the smooth operation of the bureaucracy. If everyone 
insisted on their constitutional right to a fair trial, the System would break 
immediately. 

Going to trial almost always means far more prison time than you would 
receive with a plea bargain. Everyone is pretty open about this: if you insist 
on your right to a trial, you will be punished severely. Not for the offense, 
you understand, but for taking up the valuable time of the bureaucracy. I 
am familiar with cases in which an outraged defendant declared his intent 
to vindicate himself in open court and damn the costs. The prosecutor 
simply files an expanded superseding indictment upping the number of 
counts from, say, three to 27. Since each additional count adds to the length 
of the possible prison term, in this instance the worst possible verdict jumps 
from five years to 50, or life. With stakes that high, and the odds at trial so 
poor, who can afford to risk it, innocent or not? 

There are further inducements to plea bargain. Should you go to trial on 
that 27-count charge and against all odds manage to win acquittal on all but 
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one count, it still doesn't do you much good. Incredible as it sounds, the 
case law is very clear that the judge can sentence you on that one count as if 
you had been found guilty on all of them. And very few juries are unwilling 
to give that nice hardworking prosecutor at least a small victory. 

Deciding whether or not to accept a plea bargain is not a choice between a 
noble theatrical trial and a cowardly withdrawal from fair combat in the 
name of Right, Truth and Justice. The System will ensure that those larger 
issues are never raised in the trial. The question is how much of a lifetime is 
going to be spent in miserable conditions, and for what gain. 

Only the person facing the dilemma has a right to answer that question. 
We are all human animals. Each of us is involved in unique relationships 
with other critters, the land, with our own concepts of right and wrong. It's 
pretty arrogant to dictate to someone else how long she or he should be 
willing to spend in prison in the name of higher principles. 

The highest price for a stretch in prison is often paid by someone other 
than the prisoner. Marriages suffer terribly. Children are left without a 
parent, and may feel abandoned. The financial consequences of a stint in 
the slammer are seldom positive and frequently disastrous for families. A 
few years away is bad enough. But as the years tick along toward the decade 
mark, the damage and distance frequently become insurmountable obstacles 
for relationships. 

I saw many men lose their wives and kids while I was in. Who has the 
right to decide to risk letting a child grow up without a parent? I don't know 
if anyone besides the parent and child should have much to say about that. 
There are many such issues, because we're messy, complicated critters. No 
ideology, including "radical environmentalism," whatever the hell that is, 
begins to address the complexity of real life. If someone facing time takes an 
honorable plea bargain which doesn't involve cooperating with the govern- 
ment — meaning she or he refuses to implicate anyone else or give any 
information at all beyond "I did it" — then the rest of us would do well to 
accept and support that decision. 

That said, here's the other side. I accepted a plea bargain after I tried to 
talk my codefendants into refusing it, because I felt that we had a moral/ 
spiritual obligation to fight it to the end. I could not refuse for myself alone 
because it was a package deal; my refusal would have screwed it up for 
everyone else. It didn't feel good, and I am still not certain that it was the 
right thing to do. But it's done, and no one will ever know how it would 
have turned out had we continued. 

I have to acknowledge that on some level it does feel like a failure to have 
let the trial end that way. But I also wonder if I had the right to do things 
which cost my daughters four years without a dad. Complicated stuff. 
Whatever answers there may be aren't found on bumper stickers. Most of 
the people I know are just trying to do the best they can, and that effort 
doesn't come to a halt when you're enmeshed in the corruption and incom- 
petence of the legal system. To you who find yourself looking down the 
barrel of that gun: keep your integrity above all else. Puzzle it out as best you 
can and do what's right. I send you support and respect and appreciation. 
The rest of us would do well to maintain a little bit of reticence. 

Mark Davis is one of the Arizona 5, a group of activists infiltrated by the 
FBI in 1 989. He was recently released after four years in federal prison 
and is on parole until fall, 1 996. His parole officer prefers that Mark 
look like a Republican, so don't expect much fireworks for the next 16 
months — being a martyr was fun, but once was enough. Mark will come and 
talk with you if you want. Contact him at PO Box 567, Prescott, AZ 86302. 


To Plead or Not I o Plead 


by Jonathan Paul 

To plead or not to plead— that is the 
question. In the case of Rod Coronado, 
he has decided to plead out his case in 
Michigan and faces three to four years 
in prison. In exchange for Rod's plea 
agreement, the federal government 
will not pursue charges against him in 
five other states. 

Rod pled guilty to aiding and abet- 
ting an arson, specifically for sending 
a press release and receiving items 
stolen in connection with a 1992 raid 
and fire at Michigan State University's 
mink research facility. He accepted 
responsibility for acting as a spokes- 
person for Animal Liberation Front 
raids in 1991 and 1992 termed Opera- 
tion Biteback. He also pled guilty to 
the 1992 theft of a cavalryman's jour- 
nal from a historical display at Little 
Bighorn National Monument in Mon- 
tana, which he stole because the ex- 
hibit glorified the murder of Native 
Americans. Rod claims to have de- 
stroyed the journal. 

When I learned of the plea bargain, 
the first thing that occurred to me was 
that if the government had a solid case 
against Rod, it didn't make sense that 
they would even consider offering a 
plea bargain. I assert that taking the 
plea bargain prevented us from hav- 
ing access to what the government is 
doing in its covert activities targeting 
activists. Since the case won't go to 
trial, the government does not have to 
expose the materials compiled to use 
in court, described in legal terms as 
discovery. In Rod's case, the govern- 
ment is breathing a sigh of relief. 

I am not trying to bash Rod or his 
decision to accept his plea bargain. I 
am not saying that people should never 
accept plea bargains. I am merely bring- 
ing up how we as activists choose to 
face the consequences of our actions 
when the government comes down 
on us. While Rod's experience and 
mine are not identical, I experienced a 
similar type of governmental thug- 
gery myself. 

In 1990 I was arrested for allegedly 
breaking into an animal lab at the 


University of Oregon and liberating 
275 cats, rabbits and mice. I was facing 
four felony charges and up to 15 years 
in prison. I could have chosen to go on 
the run, but I decided to stay and fight 
the case. The other two defendants 
and I were in a very scary position. We 
had at least four informants ready to 
testify in court that we had partici- 
pated with them in the raid. I had also 
received a speeding ticket the morn- 
ing after the raid, heading south in 
northern California. Things were not 
looking good for us. 

The credibility of the government 
witnesses was shaky. We felt we should 
go to trial. Our attorneys repeatedly 
filed for discovery, our legal right, 
because we knew that the govern- 
ment was withholding information 
pertaining to the case. The govern- 
ment balked. The judge ultimately 
stated that if the government attor- 
neys didn't release discovery by a cer- 
tain date, he would drop the case. 
When they failed to do so, the case 
was indeed dropped. 

It is obvious to me why government 
officials wouldn't disclose the discovery 
materials. They didn't want to expose 
their tactics and their informants. 

Rod was charged with stealing gov- 
ernment property for taking the diary 
of Lt. Donald Mcintosh of the infa- 
mous band of murderers in the 1800s 
called the Seventh Cavalry. Though 
this "offense" carries a maximum 10- 
year sentence, going to trial would 
have been an excellent political fo- 
rum to carry on the word about the 
oppression of Native Americans. But 
now with this plea bargain this can 
never be brought up. 

Since we cannot see what the gov- 
ernment has in its discovery files, we 
will miss the chance to find out who 
the informants are both in Earth First! 
and the animal liberation movements. 
Moreover, we will not find out which 
people testified before grand juries. I 
firmly believe that there are those who 
have testified and gave the names of 
other activists to the government. 
Otherwise, it strains credibility that of 


In the Hot Seat 

by Peg Millett 

To plead or not to plead... what to plead seems more like it. Arguments are 
flying around pro and con. More of us are becoming government targets. When 
I became a target of FBI COINTELPRO tactics against the Arizona 5, 1 was very 
naive. I believed we would be heard and that justice would be considered. I 
wasn't thinking about plea bargains. It didn't take long in the trial to under- 
stand we were playing with people who made up the rules as they went, and 
who weren't interested in anything remotely connected with justice. 

When the plea offer came, I realized I didn't know how to effectively fight in 
this arena. Since the five of us all had different skills, commitments, and levels 
of courage, each agreed to the plea for distinct reasons. 

I've noticed that the loudest 
critics of plea bargaining have 
been people who know what's 
best for others, without risking 
much themselves. When I hear, 
"What about our responsibility 
to the movement?" I cringe. 
What does that mean? 

We must learn how to be in 
community before we can talk 
about what the movement is. We 
are a bunch of mostly white 
middle-class people from broken, 
uprooted nuclear families; we 



the dozens of people subpoenaed dur- 
ing the last few years by grand juries 
all over the country, only four have 
done time for standing up to the gov- 
ernment and refusing to testify. 

I am concerned about Rod's plead- 
ing guilty to being a spokesperson for 
the actions of the Animal Liberation 
Front. This potentially sets a prece- 
dent that anyone who chooses to be a 
spokesperson for any kind of "illegal" 
action is risking prosecution. It may 
also deter some individuals from act- 
ing as spokespersons where they are 
badly needed to articulate the issues 
which motivate actions. 

From my perspective, our individual 
lives are insignificant compared to the 
greater cause at hand. We must ques- 
tion whether we face the circumstances 
on a personal level or a movement 
level. Do we base our decisions on 
how they affect us personally or how 
they affect the movement politically? 

A friend recently told me that people 
have the right to choose what they 
want as individuals, and that it is not 
the place of others to make decisions 
for them. While I agree with this in 
some situations, in the context of ac- 
tivism I question whether we are in a 
position to make decisions which pro- 
tect ourselves rather than focus on 
issues far more important than we are 
as individuals. I feel that self preserva- 
tion and fear should not get in the 


way. If we empower ourselves to take 
a stand, and even have the willingness 
to sacrifice our lives without seeking 
martyrdom, we will feel no fear. 

We must examine how we are will- 
ing to deal with the consequences of 
our actions. Before we do anything 
that puts us at risk, we must ask if we 
are ready to take it all the way, no 
matter how much the results may de- 
stroy our own personal lives. It is often 
easy to say that we will fight the gov- 
ernment to expose its fascist actions 
against the planet and those who fight 
for the planet and all who dwell on it. 
But when the force of the state comes 
down upon us, the nitty gritty of the 
big decision comes up. Do I make it 
easier for myself, or do I face the con- 
sequences of putting the message of 
oppression out to the world? I would 
choose the latter. 

Incidentally, in a few conversations 
with people who have been dealing 
with the government and its brain dead 
enforcers, I have heard that the FBI is 
not too fond of me. Cool. I am honored. 

Jonathan Paul spent five months in jail 
in Washington in 1993 because he re- 
fused to testify before a grand jury inves- 
tigating animal rights activists. He helps 
coordinate the National Activist Network 
and is co-founder of the Sea Defense 
Alliance (SeDnA) in California. 



don't really know what community means. I know I don't hold the same 
definition of "the movement" as many of the people who stand with me at 
demonstrations, with whom I work, sing, and love. Furthermore, we don't 
tolerate much diversity among ourselves. 

I often hear talk about the importance of diversity in the natural world, 
but if we don't celebrate it in our own lives, how can we make our work for 
change effective? I believe the feds understand this. That's why they are 
systematically working to destroy the connections that we have with each 
other. What's most critical for people to understand is that our strength lies 
in our diversity and our support of each other. 

I have heard the argument for the legal tactic of forcing the government 
to release discovery materials (information compiled to use against you) by 
holding out for a trial. Perhaps this works, perhaps not. Judi Bari's and 
Darryl Cherney's lawsuit against the FBI over the agency's involvement in 
the 1990 car bombing of Bari has uncovered 6,000 pages of discovery, which 
is available for study. I suggest that those who are concerned about how the 
FBI operates educate themselves. (Ask Judi how to help support her case, 
including scheduling events to educate the public.) 

The best we can do for those in the hot seat who are faced with the option 
of a plea bargain is to provide all the information about our experiences 
with the law. Then we should step back and give them space to make their 
own decisions. After those decisions are made, our job is to non- 
judgmentally support our comrades — emotionally, spiritually, mentally and 
physically — throughout their ordeal. 


Peg Millett is one of the Arizona 5. She spent two years in federal prison. She is 
now restoring 14 acres of abused land in the Bradshaw Mountains and tours 

nationally as an activist-singer. 
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So, What’s the Big Deal? 
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by Peggy Sue McRae 

No deal, assholes! 

Yup, that's the theory. That's what we all said the 
morning before we went to court. My affinity group, 
the Spud Seven, was arrested the summer of 1993 for 
blockading the Noble Road in the Cove/Mallard 
region of Idaho's Nez Perce National Forest. By the 
time we walked out of the Idaho County Court 
House, six out of seven of us had made a deal. What 
happened? 

First, we'd gone into our action seriously underes- 
timating the consequences we might face. Based on 
prior arrests in Cove/Mallard we expected a week or 
so in jail and a $200 fine for being in an area 
officially closed by the US Forest Service. Initially we 
were held in jail for 20 days, and charged with 
felony conspiracy to commit grand theft (of a road 
and of time). We were given three citations each for 
being in the national forest. We are still involved in 
a civil suit that continues to grind along. 

Our lawyers (one paid, one public defender) wanted 
us to take the deal. We had two choices. We could 
have a jury trial in Grangeville, with no hope for a 
change of venue. Not good. Judge Reinhardt would 
preside. Locals call him the hangin' judge. Again, 
not so good. We might receive a sentence of five 
years in the Idaho State Penitentiary. Very very bad. 
Or option two: the deal, 10 more days in jail with 60 
days suspended, $550 restitution to be paid to the 
road construction company, and an Alford plea. An 
Alford plea means that while acknowledging that 
there is both incriminating and non-incriminating 
evidence, you maintain that you are not guilty of 


committing any crime. What the lawyers did not 
make clear to us was that an Alford plea is entered as 
a guilty plea. They pressured us to take the deal. We 
had 45 minutes to decide. 

We circled up on the grass outside of our lawyer's 
office. I was still hoping for consensus and was 
willing to do whatever we, as a group, decided to do. 
Immediately it became apparent that consensus 
was not an option. Some of us definitely did not 
want to go to a jury trial. One of us absolutely was 
not going to take a deal. I decided that I did not want 
to go to a jury trial without everyone else. 

While we began as a unified group, eventually we 
made different decisions. Last summer I was noti- 
fied that I had violated my probation by not paying 
restitution to the road contractors. I went back into 
court. I brought up the Alford plea and again main- 
tained my innocence. I also pointed out that it was 
the US Forest Service who had contracted the road 
builders to violate federal environmental laws — if 
anyone owed restitution to the road builders, it was 
the Forest Service. I refused to pay restitution, choos- 
ing instead to spend two months in the Grangeville 
jail, the remainder of my suspended sentence. 

The one member from the Spud Seven who re- 
fused to take the deal eventually had his charges 
dropped. That is not to say that had we gone on trial 
as a group we would have achieved the same result. 
I love and respect every person in the affinity group 
and I respect the individual choices that we made. 
Everyone has unique circumstances and concerns 
which change at different times. 

A person may have family responsibilities which 



vary over time. Some people must 
honor obligations in their communi- 
ties. Last summer when I was not a 
student, I was "free" to .go to jail. This 
year school is a priority and I would 
approach the idea of jail differently. 

It's easy to say, "Do the crime, do 
the time." But we don't decide what 
the crime is. They do. For the Spud 
Seven action, getting killed was fig- 
ured into my worst case scenario. 

Five years in the Idaho prison was not. I still believe 
that a long prison sentence was possible and not just 
a scare tactic. This is Idaho, not one of those more 
liberal states like California, Oregon or Mississippi. 
Idaho, where after the 1993 actions a state law was 
passed making it a felony just to be an Earth Firstler. 

As a movement, it would be limiting if not crip- 
pling to demand complete martyrdom of all activ- 
ists at all times. We need to remain flexible and 
creative. Keep 'em guessing. It is going to take 
sustained energy to keep up the fight. We need to 
consider all of our resources and not get locked into 
expectations of each other that may not fit the 
realities that we face. Some people feel very strongly 
about not taking deals. I support their decision not 
to take them. Meanwhile, I have no regrets about 
the decisions I made. Besides, I'm getting pretty 
good at jail support. 

Peggy Sue McRae is the author-illustrator of the 
Journal's seasonal pagan commentaries on the editorial 
page. She continues to be involved in the Cove/Mallard 
campaign. 


Sacred Cedar Groves Scheduled For Clearcut 


Mti 


by Serena D. Stuart 

Three ranger districts in the Gifford Pinchot National Forest 
have proposed timber sales that could destroy ancient cultural 
resources once shared by nearly all of the Indian tribes in 
western Washington. Only token attempts were made by the 
Forest Service to notify the tribes whose ancient cultural sites 
could be destroyed. Reservations and tribes affected include the 
Yakama, Nisqually, Puyallup, Muckleshoot, Skokomish, 
Suquamish, Chehalis, Cowlitz and others. 

Environmental assessments state that the tribal offices were 
notified by a letter. Yet the Forest Service admitted that they did 
not know how to reach the Cowlitz people. Public notices were 
submitted to non-Indian newspapers only. 

These areas, indeed all of the Gifford Pinchot National Forest, 
abound with ancient traditional and cultural sites as well as 
endangered species. The forest also has many cedar trees peeled 
by the original peoples of the areas. Bark was traditionally used 
for clothing, baskets, hats, and numerous other articles. The 



cedars are still alive and healthy but now are in danger 
of being cut down. 

The Forest Service acknowledged that peeled cedar 
trees are on most proposed cuts of old-growth trees. One 
site, with about 300 peeled cedar trees, will be protected 
as a tourist attraction. But numerous other sites contain- 
ing peeled cedar trees are scheduled to be clearcut. 

The Forest Service has planned several clearcuts on lands ceded by the Yakama Indian Nation. 
The Yakama have reserved treaty rights to access hunting and gathering in these areas. The 
ranger station at Mt. St. Helens has determined that, "Proposed activities comply with existing 
treaties with the Yakama Nation and all laws." They have notified the tribes by mail, but have 
not involved them in any decision making process. 

Another proposed logging site is located near the ancient Klickitat Trail which was a trading 
route running from the Columbia River. The Klickitat Trail is over 1,000 years old and has been 
in continuous use until the arrival of the Europeans. A 500-foot, no-cut buffer would be 
maintained along the trail for the enjoyment of tourists. 

Non-native historians such as Marian Smith have noted the size and distribution of the 
various tribes and their territories along the trail, but the environmental assessment makes no 
mention of the history of tribal use in the area. 

Rare and endangered species living in the sites were listed in the environmental assessments 
used to justify the clearcuts in the Gifford Pinchot National Forest. Species listed include: North 
American lynx, gray wolf, northern spotted owl, bald eagle, grizzly bear, California wolverine, 
peregrine falcon, western pond turtle, larch mountain salamander and bull trout. 

Loo Ann, a Cowlitz descendant, spoke about the loss of the forest culture and animal life, and 
the destruction of the trees. She said, "The mountain is the keeper of the thunders. Thunders 
bring the rain and water. We need four elements to be kept alive, everybody does. Water, air, 
fire and earth. We've already played with fire, we made that atom bomb that killed people. 
We've already polluted the air — you breathe, you get sick. And the water and the earth, they 
keep being destroyed while the Indian people pray for these things to be here for generations 
yet to come. If we don't hang on to what we have, there'll be nobody here. The earth will 
become angry with the people, it will rumble. She already has — all those mountains in that ring 
of fire." 

The sacred groves of the Gifford Pinchot National Forest need your help. Please write the three 
ranger districts proposing sales which will destroy sacred cedar groves. Write the Mount Adams 
Ranger District, 2544 Highway 141, Trout Lake, WA 98650 and oppose the Edit and Pace timber 
sales. Write the Mt. St. Helens National Volcanic Monument, 42218 NE Yale Bridge Road, 
Amboy, WA 98601 and oppose Page timber sale and the P/B timber sale. Write the Randle 
Ranger District, PO Box 670, Randle, WA 98377-0670, about the SH-ELK, Galahad-AMA, and 
the Galahad-LSR timber sales. Senator Slade Gorton would also be good to contact about these 
sales. His address is US Senate, Washington DC 20510. Also contact your own congresspeople. 

For more information on how to help defend the Gifford Pinchot National Forest, contact 
Bruce Gray at Pacific Crest Biodiversity Project, 4649 Sunnyside Avenue North #321, Seattle, 
WA 98103, (206) 545-3734. 

This article is excerpted from On Indian Land, Summer, 1 995, published quarterly by Support 
for Native Sovereignty, PO Box 2104, Seattle, WA 98111, (206) 525-5086. 

Annual subscriptions are $10 for individuals, $20 for institutions. 


Those old growth trees are the clos- 
est to the creator because they are the 
tallest ones. They reach out to the 
creator. Creator has his own laws. 

— LooAnn, a Cowlitz descendant 


Page 22 Earth First! Lughnasadh 1995 







-It 




Use the brain you were bom with, but reuse everything else 


by Lynn Hamilton 

Let's make an addition to the eco-pagan calendar — one day in the year when we do nothing but repair our 
old stuff or take it to someone who knows how. We can call it a Holy Repair Day, a Fixlt Jubilee, what you 
will. If you're the same species as me, you need a full business day to patch your bicycle tire, get the watch 
to the jewelers, the torn fatigues to the seamstress, the compact disk player back to Radio Shack, the backpack 
with the jammed zipper to the luggage repair shop, and the hiking boots to the cobbler. 

The virtue of declaring Fixlt an eco-pagan holiday: all eco-activists would practice it, so none of your 
friends would interrupt your errands, expecting you to run right over and lock yourself to a bulldozer. They'd 
all be out scouting for someone to revive their Commodore computers. For those of you with 9 to 5 jobs in 
the world of running swine capitalist enterprise, this will be a religious holiday and, as such, as iron-clad as . 

Chanukkah when you tell your boss you won't be in that day. We can use it to motivate the masses and the 
media: everyone wants in on an excuse to take the day off. The subsequent flood of consumers seeking a legal 
fix could resurrect the repair industry. All those jewelers now going bankrupt and taking night jobs to pay 
the grocer will suddenly show enough profits to put a new roof over over the store instead of selling it to the nearest condo-developer. 

Ernest Callanbach has his Ecotopians produce only the simplest technology necessary to get the job done, because simpler is easier to fix at home. But we don't 
have to wait for state mandates or ecotopia; we can insist on non-electric, non-automatic widgets at the store counter today. From experience at the camera shop, 

I recommend the following lines: "Read my lips. I want an all-manual (fill in the blank here with the item you desire)'' or "If I have to go to an antique store, 

I'm going to get ." Sure that non-electric mower is hard as hell to push, but you wanted upper body strength, right? 

Granted, for those of us weaklings who haven't yet learned how to do everything ourselves, finding someone to fix your stuff for less than the price of a new 
one is an issue. This is especially true for your less eco-minded parents who will nag you at Christmas, not only about your low income but, now, why you paid 
$125 to fix a $140 VCR. (Admit it. I know you all own them.) The beauty of the Fixlt Jubilee is that it gives you a day to shop around for that shack at the edge 
of town where some maniac who doesn't yet know he's an Earth Firstler practices his religion of bringing dead things back to life, regardless of the hours he puts 
in ordering the parts from several different warehouses. These little saints exist; you just have to ferret them out. If you happen to be on Tybee Island, Georgia 
when that seam gives, there's a wonderful tailor on Butler Avenue (her sign saying "Alterations" is clearly visible as you cruise through the island). This miracle 
worker put an invisible fix on my blue yuppie suit and shortened my black dancing skirt (throwing in a kick pleat just for hell) for $10. 

These people are never in the yellow pages; don't even waste your time. You find them by asking around (especially among your friends, not running drugs, 
who live mysteriously well given their means) and by assiduously cycling the backwaters, alleys, and edges of town, looking for signs. The less graphically pleasing 
the shingle, the more promising for a miracle fix. You know you've struck gold when you see the words "not currently taking new customers." They never 
mean it, especially if you've got some really challenging vintage junk they can learn on. 
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Dear Miss Demeanor: 

Help. The other Ancient Forest Bus Brigadiers say I have ADD 
(attention deficit disorder). Mike Roselle says I have DEA 
(deconstructionist existential angst). The Journal staff say they like 
my deathless prose, then they edit it with a chainsaw. (Even the New 
Yorker doesn't edit my stuff! They just return it, assuming I've 
remembered to enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope... see 
ADD, above.) 

Worse still, I took a vow of celibacy almost three years ago, and 
no one seems to notice. Or even, for that matter, to care. 

Finally, I'm considered an elitist partly because I prefer dry 
martinis to microbrew. Bombay gin, please. Sapphire. 

Question: Is there a future for me in the (capital "M") 
Movement, or should I just go back to selling insurance? 
Mournfully, 

Uncle Ramon 

P.S. My adopted state of Idaho says I'm a felon-to-be. 



Dear Ramon: 

Worry not, dearie. Some of my best friends are felons. 

While celibacy may have been the appropriate choice three years 
ago, you now seem to be having deconstructionist existential angst 
about your decision. What a pity that you weren't at the recent 
Round River Rendezvous — 1 overheard several lusty women there 
bemoaning the lack of available former insurance executives. 

As for your ADD, when sexual temptation arises, I recommend you 
succumb as often and enthusiastically as possible. I guarantee it will 
hold your attention. 

Dear Miss Demeanor: 

I was truly shocked at the Round River Rendezvous to hear 
that anyone would insinuate that a womyn of your stature 
would ever stoop so low as to "invent" letters! The 
depravity of it all. What could be next? Evil 
rumors that Hostess is not really "fresh daily?" 

On a more personal note, I must confess that 
my heart was quite a-flutter seeing you all dressed 
in white, while admonishing against use of the F- 
word. Hence, would inquiring about your marital 
status be true love, or simply evidence of poorly 
defined boundary issues, resulting from the fact 
that my parents never actually told me not to 
fuck shit up? 

Sincerely, 

Not in Need of Digitalin 


Fur Coats Get A Life 

For the first time in years, the US House of Representatives deleted subsidies to the 
mink fur industry from the Agriculture Appropriations Bill, HR 1976. A substantial 
majority of congressmembers voted for an amendment removing two million dollars 
that would have contributed to the unconscionable cruelty of the mink industry. 

Representatives Peter Deutsch of Florida and Christopher Shays of Connecticut were 
sponsors of the amendment to remove the funding. It is highly unlikely that the money 
will be reinserted into the Appropriations Bill by the Senate. 


Dear Not in Need of a Steroid Derived from 
the Seed of the Common Foxglove: 

Where your parents erred, dearie, was in not teach- 
ing you to avoid using such foul language. While I am 
most flattered by your interest, I never date women or 
men who use the F-word. 

Miss Demeanor responds to 
actual letters. Humorous ques- 
tions may be sent directly to 
the Journal. 
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Aboriginal Tradition or Commercial Trapping? 

F\jR IlVDUS'TRY MASQUERADES AS JROUITICAUUY PROGRESSIVE 


by David Orton 

The fur trade has given us nothing but poverty, depen- 
dence and hopelessness. The Canadian government tells 
you we depend on the fur trade. This is the position they 
would like us to be in. Our people have been enslaved by 
the fur trade. 

— Paul Hollingsworth, Native/ Animal Brotherhood, 
FROM A LEAFLET BY THE BROTHERHOOD AND THE CANADIAN 

Alliance For Furbearing Animals 

In a previous article, "Rethinking Environmental- 
First Nations Relationships" ( Earth First! Journal, 
Yule, 1994), I pointed out a number of contradic- 
tions on our side of the confrontation line. One of 
the problems non-Native environmentalists face is 
understanding Native-animal relations. 

One contradiction is the attempted mobilization 
for support of the fur industry and the commercial 
trap line. This support is being pushed in Canada 
under a banner of "defending aboriginal trapping." 
Commercial fur-trapping has become redefined as 
"subsistence harvesting" of wildlife. The cruel 
leghold trap, the most widely used trap in Canada, 
is said to be part of a "traditional" aboriginal life 
style, according to the industry, the Canadian gov- 
ernment, and some Native and non-Native envi- 
ronmental spokespersons. 

The fur industry, through various indigenous and 
non-indigenous spokespersons, is masquerading as 
pro-Native, pro-wildlife, pro-environment, pro-so- 
cial justice and pro-human rights. Non-Native crit- 
ics can be attacked using inflammatory rhetoric, e.g. 
"cultural genocide", "racist," etc. Such charges 
against environmentalists are a form of psychologi- 
cal warfare, designed to put people on the defensive 
and often to advance a particular aboriginal/indus- 
try agenda. Ecocentric activists, Native 
and non-Native, need to have thick skins 
and speak up, no matter what the nega- 
tive put-downs. 

Social justice must be accompanied 
by a critical deep ecology perspective. 

Otherwise any form of exploitation of 
the natural world as a so-called resource 
for human use can be justified, using 
human self-interest as a rationalization. 

Social justice for Native peoples, and 
others who are economically and so- 
cially marginalized, can only be ob- 
tained within a context of ecological 
justice for all other species on this Earth. 

All of us must accept the ecological 
imperatives of the 1990s. 

In Canada, some environmentalists 
presume that eventual Native owner- 
ship or control of land, after the settle- 
ment of treaties and claims, will be exercised for 
the Earth and not against it. This is not necessarily 
true. 

There can be no sustainable land use in the forests 
or sustainable marine use in fisheries if the present 
expansionary industrial capitalist society and its 
accompanying values continue to be imposed upon 
all of us. What form of society will replace the 
present system is the subject of ongoing thinking 
and discussions. 

Indian- Animal Relations, Past and Present 

Ecocentric environmentalists need to understand 
Indian-animal relations, for the following reasons. 

— Many on the left who are indigenous advo- 
cates, and some mainstream environmentalists, 
support commercial trapping and hunting by indig- 
enous peoples in Canada, as part of what is seen as 
traditional land use. This position supports the fur 
trade. 

— Aboriginal spokespersons frequently assert that 
their pre-European contact interaction with the 
natural world was essentially harmonious. Is this 
factually correct? 

— Aboriginal peoples in Canada, on the basis of 
pre-European contact practices, increasingly demand 
that they should be allowed to trap, hunt and fish 
year-round, commercially if they desire, on a self- 
regulated basis. This can include access to wilder- 
ness areas, parks and game sanctuaries. What would 
the consequences be for wildlife? 


— The Canadian federal government's aboriginal 
fishing strategy would increase the Native food 
fishery and facilitate indigenous entry into the 
commercial fishery. How would this affect fisheries, 
and marine and freshwater ecosystems? 

Thinking about the above forces us to ask impor- 
tant questions. What was the nature of pre-Euro- 
pean aboriginal relations with wildlife and what 
was its spiritual basis? Does such a spiritual basis 
exist today? How has the fur trade helped to destroy 
the traditional Native relationship with wildlife? 
Why did aboriginals wantonly participate in the fur 
trade, as shown in a number of sources? In his 1978 
book, Keepers Of The Game: Indian-Animal Relation- 
ships and the Fur Trade, Calvin Martin writes, "To put 
it bluntly, the Indian was everywhere, except in the 
Rocky Mountain trade, the principal agent in the 
over-hunting of furbearers. That is undisputed.... 
What we are confronting is a monumental case of 
improvidence." 

Another assessment of the fur trade and Native 
participation is Stephen Davis's 1992 book Micmac. 
He asserts, "Prior to the arrival of the Europeans, 
each community had been self-sufficient in pro- 
viding for its members. Food was shared among all 
of the people by the successful hunters, usually 
through the headman. With the establishment of 
the fur trade, this aspect of Micmac culture broke 
down. Individual hunters desirous of manufac- 
tured goods from across the Atlantic became com- 
petitive. Further, through direction from the Euro- 
pean traders, the traditional food animals were not 
hunted as often but more emphasis was placed on 
the trapping of fur bearers. The insatiable demands 
for these animals quickly led to their 
overexploitation, effectively destroying the fur 


trade in the Maritimes even before it began in the 
rest of Canada." 

Prior to European contact, the Micmac and other 
aboriginal groups in Eastern Canada had a generally 
respectful/reverential relationship to wildlife and 
nature. Animism was the religious basis and the 
shaman (aboriginal holy person) was the inter- 
preter/resolver of any problems with the environ- 
ment, such as the non-availability of game. Animals 
had a spirit which had to be tended. If appropriate 
rituals were followed, the animals being hunted 
"gave" themselves to the hunters. There was a fear 
of "spiritual reprisal" if rituals were not followed. I 
have characterized such a relationship between 
aboriginals and wildlife or plant life as deep stew- 
ardship and essentially human centered. The an- 
thropomorphism displayed in many Native stories 
attests to this. 

It is now well known that with the Europeans 
came the diseases which decimated Native peoples 
in the Americas. Disease was just one of many 
factors which undermined the animistic, respectful 
world view of aboriginals, along with Catholicism, 
which replaced animism among the Micmac and 
discredited the shamans, and the new technology 
of the fur trade, such as firearms and steel traps, 
European trading goods, etc. For the Natives, there 
had been no difference between the spiritual and 
the natural worlds. There was no "supernatural" as 
in the Judeo-Christian tradition, with its views of 


one God and its dualism of humanity with power 
over nature. Animals became something to be de- 
stroyed and traded. 

Deep ecology is compatible with traditional ani- 
mistic beliefs. However, because deep ecology is not 
human-centered, it goes beyond animism . Animism 
is one way to reintegrate the human species into the 
community of all species. If it is part of a cultural 
revival among indigenous peoples, and to the ex- 
tent that it is food for the soul and not public 
relations or commercial veneer, animism offers hope 
both for respectful relations with the Earth and for 
building real alliances with ecocentric 
environmentalists. 

The Attack 

Some left-leaning anthropocentric writers direct 
their verbal virulence at greens/environmentalists 
who are seen as opposing Native peoples' commer- 
cial trapping and hunting. Activists can be labeled 
as "ignorant," "middle class," "socially uncaring" or 
worse, for defending wildlife, parks and wilderness 
when this means opposing various human inter- 
ests, including indigenous ones. One among many 
examples is this comment by Paul Phillips, in the 
1994 publication. Green On Red: Evolving Ecological 
Socialism: "While I strongly support programs to 
prevent cruelty in trapping... and to preserve spe- 
cies, I find it unconscionable that well-meaning but 
ignorant middle-class environmental 'reformers' 
condemn Aboriginal peoples to starvation and dep- 
rivation through unthinking campaigns against all 
hunting and trapping and all animal products." 

Writers such as Phillips never question the legiti- 
macy of the fur trade, nor the basic assumption of 
trapping — that humans are masters over the animal 
kingdom, a belief typical of the anthropocentrism 
of Canadian culture and our relationship 
with the natural world. 

Canada's federal government, and some 
provincial governments as well, are push- 
ing for an expanded commercial hunt of 
harp, hooded, gray and other seal species 
off the East Coast. They are working to 
open up new markets for seal and other 
wildlife products (see article on the Euro- 
pean Union trap ban on the next page. — ed.). 
China, we are told, is a huge potential 
market for Canadian wildlife and furs. 

The federal government and the fur 
industry have subsidized various Native 
and non-Native organizations in defense 
of commercial fur trapping and commer- 
cial hunting. They have linked this to the 
survival of an "aboriginal way of life" in 
Canada. Federal government publications, 
e.g. The Inuit Economy — Sustaining a Way 
of Life, defend the fur trade against its critics in a 
one-sided manner. Yet typically the Inuit trapper 
and hunter has become dependent on the Southern 
industrial economy. For example, in addition to a 
rifle, the aboriginal hunter in Canada usually needs 
an aluminum boat, a four-wheeler, a snowmobile, a 
sled and gasoline. Governments justify extremely 
relaxed wildlife regulations for indigenous people 
in the North, when the technologies used for killing 
animals are industrial, and the Northern lifestyle is 
now technology-dependent. 

Perhaps the last word on whether or not the fur 
trade should be supported can again be left with the 
indigenous animal activist Paul Hollingsworth, 
founder of the Native/Animal Brotherhood. In a 
1989 position paper, Native People And The Fur 
Trade, Hollingsworth remarks, "Fashion fur is not a 
Native way. You don't see many people hanging 
around a reserve in a fur coat. Native tradition is to 
kill economically, causing fewest deaths and gain- 
ing most products from one death. Therefore no 
traditional Native would dream of killing forty little 
animals to create a piece of clothing one large 
animal would give them. Useless death was a for- 
eign concept to us. Another useless gift from the 
Europeans (like smallpox)." 

David Orton is the coordinator of Green Web, a 
Canadian environmental research group. He is the 
Maritimes contact for the Native Forest Network. 
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Sea. Shepherd Issues 
Challenge to Makah Nation 


badly, but can their grandchildren make that claim? 

It is also true that European colonizers and their 
descendants, not the Makah, are responsible for 
decimating the grey whale population, but this sea 
mammal has only this year been removed from the 
endangered species list. As it takes almost an act of 
god to get an animal on this sacred list, it's hardly a 
green light on hunting when a population edges 
over the line dividing endangered from threatened. 
It has taken the grey whale 75 years to achieve its 
present number of 21,000. 

Makah youth would be unlike adolescents every- 
where if they didn't have a lot of time, unfocused 
energy, and frustration on their hands. And having 
made salmon-fishing the real backbone of its cul- 
ture, the tribe has now recklessly depleted its local 
supply. It has also liberally clearcut its lands. Find- 
ing the way to make your life meaningful without 
treading hard on Mother Earth is often a long, 
difficult process, but the Makah need to find their 
cultural identity outside a modern, fully-equipped 
whaler, just as the rest of us need to find it outside 
our cars and televisions. 

For further information on the 
Sea Shepherd Conservation So- 
ciety, contact Captain Paul 
Watson at 1314 Second Street, 

Santa Monica, CA 90401, (310) 

301-7325 in the US or (604) 688- 
7325 in Canada. 


GATT vs European Trap Ban 

The European Union (EU) ban on steel-jawed 
leghold traps, adopted in 1991, is one of the stron- 
gest animal protection laws in the world. The EU 
joined more than 70 other nations banning the 
leghold trap when it adopted the law, which will 
ban imports of furs trapped in the US and Canada 
beginning in 1996. The law now faces a challenge 
from the governments of the two countries. 

At least four million furbearing animals are trapped 
each year in North America. The majority are caught 
by the steel- jawed leghold trap. When triggered, the 
trap slams shut on an unsuspecting animal's leg 
with tremendous force. The animals may languish 
for days before the hunter arrives. Some animals 
chew off their own limbs in frantic attempts to 
extricate themselves. 

The governments of the US and Canada are using 
GATT (now referred to as the World Trade Organi- 
zation or WTO) to pressure the EU to overturn its 
regulation, claiming that it is an unfair barrier to 
trade. Canadian Deputy Prime Minister Sheila Copps 
has said that Canada will do "everything possible to 
ensure that the EU reverse[s] its decision." US Trade 
Representative Mickey Kantor, prompted by the 
same insistent politicians who have blocked US 
anti-leghold trap legislation for years, has echoed 
the Canadian position. 

The North American governments want the vice 
president of the European Commission, Sir Leon 
Brittan, to undermine the work 
and will of the European people. 
Write to him and encourage him 
to resist all attempts to modify 
the regulation. Contact Sir Leon 
Brittan, Vice President, Euro- 
pean Commission, 200 Rue de 
la Loi, 1049 Brussels, Belgium; 
fax (011) (32) (2) 299-4686. 



Eunish Roadless Area Threatened by Mining 


by Lynn Hamilton 

The Makah Nation of remote Neah Bay in Wash- 
ington has declared its right to harvest five grey 
whales off US shores this spring, based on a treaty 
made in; 1885. Many Makah young people have 
become involved with alcohol, drugs, and crime (as 
have the children of Earth-alienated people every- 
where), and the nation is using the rhetorical coin, 
return to traditional family values, to defend its 
intention to take the whales. Whaling will provide, 
it is thought, the missing focus for Makah young 
people and others who currently have no livelihood. 
Unemployment in the tribe is at 50 percent. 

The Makah claim exemption from International 
Whaling Commission (IWC) regulations, formed to 
protect a formally-listed, endangered whale, based 
on their historical reliance on whaling for subsis- 
tence. But the tribe has not whaled since 1926, and 
not one of them still possesses the traditional whal- 
ing skills and know-how that made ocean hunting 
part of their culture. They are hedging desperately 
on the subjects of methods and what, exactly, the 
whales will be used for after they have been killed. 
They have not committed themselves either to 
consuming the whales entirely within their com- 
munity or to the low-tech fishing methods they 
used prior to 1 926 which would qualify them for the 
IWC aboriginal exemption. 

However, the Makah have been in touch with 
J apan where the black market for whale meat thrives. 
And though they have gone through all the mo- 
tions of reviving traditional methods — consulting 
museum archives and oral history — they are, in 
reality, talking about modern, commercial whaling 
technology, like that used in Norway, a known 
offender against the IWC, utilizing harpoons that 
explode on contact. They are building a 100-boat 
marina. Probably encouraged by the ease with which 
the Makah propose to harvest whales, 13 other 
tribes on Vancouver Island alone have stated their 
intention to resume whaling as well. 

Paul Watson of the Sea Shepherd Conservation 
Society has declared he will intercept the Makah if 
they try to kill whales. He says his ship, The Edward 
Abbey , will be in position in the Strait of Juan De 
Fuca when the grey whales migrate into Makah 
territory. Accused of racism by George Watts of the 
Nul-chul-nuth nation, Watson points out, "it would 
be racist for me to ignore the Makah. In killing 
whales in violation of the IWC regulations, they are 
no different than the pirate whalers of Norway, 
Japan and Iceland. Do we favor illegal whaling by 
one group and condemn it by another?" 

It is true that whaling was originally, even fa- 
mously, part of Makah culture, a culture they have 
forfeited through the loss of their tribal knowledge. 
Traditionally, the Makah whaled the high Pacific in 
eight-person canoes. Like other natural predators, 
they put themselves at considerable risk in the 
combat with their prey. The contest could go either 
way: the whale could be caught and devoured, or it 
might just as easily wrap the entire line around itself 
and drag the boat under water, drowning all eight 
whalers. The ancient Makah needed the whale that 



by Friends of Nitassinan 

"Life as we know it will be gone forever once we see 
a lot of development in the area of Voisey Bay." 

— Katie Rich, Chief of Davis Inlet 

Eimish, known as Voisey Bay, is one of those rare 
gems left in North America, where wolverine and 
wolf feed on caribou; golden eagles snag salmon, 
trout, and arctic char from the wild rivers flowing 
to the Labrador Sea; grampus frolic with seals and 
polar bear among the icebergs; and mink and mar- 
ten thrive on migratory waterfowl of all varieties. 
Eimish is also home to the Innu and Inuit, who still 
live in harmony with the land, as did their ancestors 
for thousands of years. 

Eimish, a wild area of incomparable size in the far 
eastern Canadian province of Labrador, has no 
interior roads, no rail, and no mines — yet. Last 
November, a Vancouver mining company, Dia- 
mond Fields Resources, announced the discovery of 
what could be the largest deposit of nickel in North 
America encountered in the last 25 years. Since 
then, a flurry of activity has left Eimish "claimed" by 
over 50 companies from around the world. These 
claims, numbering around 230,000 at last count, 
form a matrix of 500 x 500 meter blocks covering an 
area of 57,500 square kilometers — nearly one quar- 
ter of Labrador. 

The Newfoundland government thinks it has 
struck gold in the subarctic. The possibility of 2,000 
jobs in an already economically depressed region is 
politically irresistible to lawmakers. Visions for the 
development of Voisey Bay include an open pit 
mine, electric dams, a smelter, and a deep sea port 
in Nain. Any consultation with the Innu or Inuit 
concerning the development of the Bay is treated as 
an afterthought. 

The Newfoundland government recently broke 
off land rights negotiations. When not consulted 
about the mineral exploration, the Innu evicted 
Diamond Fields from the land, only to watch the 
Newfoundland government shepherd the company 
back in under the protection of the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police. 


The Innu have written 50 major companies with 
stakes in Voisey Bay requesting respect for their land 
rights. They have asked the companies to fund 
research to collect baseline ecological information; 
their requests have been met with blithe indiffer- 
ence and continued exploration. Twenty-six com- 
panies have responded by referring the whole issue 
to their lawyers. In the wake of this arrogance, the 
Innu and the Labrador Inuit Association are consid- 
ering court action against the Newfoundland gov- 
ernment and the mining companies. 

Action Alert: Defend Eimish! 

Please express your concern to: 

Premier Clyde Wells, PO Box 8700, St. John's, 
Newfoundland A1B 4J6, fax (709) 729-5875. 

Dr. Rex Gibbons, Minister of Natural Resources, 
PO Box 8700, St. John's, Newfoundland A1B 4J6, 
fax (709) 729-6782. 

Diamond Fields Resources, 1900, 355 Burrard St., 
Vancouver, BC V6C 2G8, phone (604) 682-2113, 
fax (604) 682-2060 (majority holder of develop- 
ment rights, initial company.) 

For more information contact Friends of Nitassinan, 
PO Box 804, Burlington, VT 05402, phone/fax (802) 
425-3820. Friends ofNitassinan would like to thank the 
Direct Action Fund for assistance in the effort to save the 
Nitassinan area of Newfoundland. 





California Breaks Toxics Moratorium 


by Michael Garitty 

It's a bad time to vacation in California. For the 
first time in almost a decade the public lands under 
the stewardship of the United States Forest Service 
(USFS) and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
are about to undergo spraying of herbicides on a 
scale not seen for over a decade. An unofficial 
moratorium on such spraying in effect since 1984 
appears to be over. 

Despite claims to be multi-use, many of the 
nation's national forests are little more than conifer 
plantations, planted and maintained at taxpayer 
expense for the private use of timber companies. 
Profits for the timber industry are kept high by 
bargain basement timber sales and inept Forest 
Service accounting practices while the tree farms are 
kept free from competing vegetation (otherwise 
known as everything else that would ordinarily 
grow in a healthy forest) by the liberal use of 
herbicides. 

According to the Wilderness Society, in 1993 the 
USFS brought in $977 million from the sale of 
timber but had to pay out $ 1.6 billion in the form of 
logging subsidies to timber companies, states, and 
counties for a net loss of 614 million taxdollars. The 


agency continues to allow most national forests to 
sell timber well below market costs to timber giants 
like Georgia-Pacific, Louisiana-Pacific, 
Weyerhaeuser, and Willamette Industries, and any 
number of smaller local timber concerns. 

In Northern California's Lassen National Forest, 
plans were recently announced to spray 1700 acres 
with glyphosate, hexazinone and triclopyr, includ- 
ing part of the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail 
along the Sierras and the headwaters of the last 
spawning grounds for the already endangered 
Chinook salmon and steelhead trout.The message is 
clear: you can vacation, camp, backpack and fish, 
but don't breathe the air, drink the water or eat the 
fish you catch. They could all be laced with a 
healthy, EPA approved dose of carcinogenic herbi- 
cides or worse, since these lands are timber planta- 
tions first and foremost. 

The situation is dire in Lassen for the anadro- 
mous spring-run chinook salmon and winter-run 
steelhead trout. The three chemicals listed above 
will all be sprayed within 100-300 feet of spawning 
streams and creeks in the coming months unless 
stopped. The chemicals all have warning labels that 
read "Do not apply where run-off is likely to occur." 
"Keep out of lakes, streams, and ponds," and, "Do 
not spray over moving bodies of water." Testing 
done on all three indicate extreme toxicity to fish of 
any kind and especially salmon fingerlings. 

The decision memo from Lassen's Almanor Dis- 
trict Ranger Michael Williams, states that the spray- 
ing of approximately 1,700 acres of forest covering 
three northern California counties was "not a major 
federal action that would significantly affect the 
human environment." 

Apparently Mr. Williams can't see the forest for 
the trees. He defends the renewed spraying as the 
only cost-effective way to manage national forest 
lands. But it all depends on how you define the term 
"cost", doesn’t it? John Fiske, a Forest Service refor- 
estation specialist in San Francisco, says using crews 
to eliminate competing brush around conifers costs 
$350 an acre, while spraying herbicides by hand is 
about $150 an acre. Sounds like a big savings, but it 
is exactly this kind of pretzel logic that totally 
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discounts the environmental costs of poisoning 
1,700 acres of wildlife habitat, including the pos- 
sible extinction of endangered fish stocks and in- 
creased cancer risk for human populations. The 
whole equation doesn't look so hot in that light. 

The Lassen decision memo itself estimates that 39 
of the 214 naturally reproducing anadromous fish 
stocks occurring in California, Oregon, Washing- 
ton, and Idaho are considered to be "at risk of 
extinction" or "of special concern". It also acknowl- 
edges that two of these are in Lassen. The Lassen's 
spring-run salmon qualifies for threatened or en- 
dangered status under the Endangered Species Act 
and all coastal stocks of California steelhead are 
currently being petitioned for federal listing. Still, it 
is "cost-effective" to risk sterilizing the aquatic en- 
vironment in Lassen. "Cost-effective" for the tim- 
ber companies and no one else. There are also a lot 
of people who make their living catching fish like 
salmon and trout and their jobs are as endangered 
as the fish themselves. 

But the proposed Lassen spray pales in compari- 
son with the plans of the Stanislaus National Forest, 
which sits just west of Yosemite National Park. Here 
the USFS has approved plans to spray 50,000 pounds 


of herbicides on an estimated 23 square miles of 
forest lands over the next four years, according to 
People For Healthy Forests, a local environmental 
group in Sonora. The group was formed in 1991 to 
challenge USFS plans to use the Stanislaus as a test 
case for their renewed spraying of herbicides. The El 
Dorado National Forest, also a test case for renewed 
spraying the last two years, plans to spray up to 
4,000 acres as does the Modoc National Forest. 
Redwood National Park, Mendocino, Sierra and 
Tahoe National Forests all have spray plans pend- 
ing. What they plan to do is spray chemicals (essen- 
tially untested or tested only by timber industry or 
agribusiness labs) that give every indication of caus- 
ing cancer, birth defects, and cell mutations over 
tens of thousands of acres of national forest lands 
just as the summer tourist rush is ready to begin. 

But just what are these three commonly used 
herbicides? Glyphosate (Roundup or Accord) is made 
by Monsanto, triclopyr (Garlon 4) is made by 
DowElanco, and hexazinone (Velpar, Pronone 10G) 
is made by Dupont. Triclopyr is probably the most 
controversial of the bunch, a molecular half-brother 
to 2, 4, 5-T (now banned) and 2, 4-D, still being sprayed 
on millions of acres of private and public lands. In 
case you have forgotten 2, 4, 5-T and 2, 4-D starred 
together during the Vietnam War as Agent Orange, 
also a product of the good people at Dow. Triclopyr, 
like 2, 4, 5-T, may form TCDD, a dioxin-like com- 
pound. 

As far as glyphosate is concerned, the possibility 
exists that one of its inert ingredients is capable of 
mimicking the human hormone estrogen. This may 
cause breast cancer, sterility and various other re- 
productive problems for women and lead to the 
"feminization" of men. The hormone mimicking 
has resulted in the coining of the phrase "gender- 
bending" to describe its potential impact on the 
population in general — with the possibility that 
future generations may not be able to reproduce 
themselves. This sounds absurd but it is already 
happening to isolated pockets of wildlife exposed to 
spills and pesticide runoff in various places around 
the globe. It may also be happening on a global scale 
to homo sapiens. This isn't cancer but it may be a 


whole lot worse. 

Hexazinone (Velpar, Pronone) is a triazine herbi- 
cide and is distinguished not only by its toxicity but 
by the fact that it is inadequately tested by the EPA 
and evidence of its alleged harmless effects on the 
environment and humans is misleading. Hexazinone 
kills by inhibiting photosynthesis in plants and it is 
among the most mobile of the pesticides. Hexazinone 
has contaminated water supplies and aquifers 
throughout the Midwest and everywhere else it has 
been sprayed. It presents a special problem for 
salmon and trout streams because of its persistence 
in aquatic and terrestrial environs and because it 
leaches easily into the soil. And no one — no one — 
has determined the toxicity of these chemicals 
when combined. 

In addition, some of the so-called inert ingredi- 
ents can be even more toxic than the active ingredi- 
ents they accompany, and they needn't be labora- 
tory tested or even listed on the product label 
because they are "trade secrets." This scam con- 
cocted by the chemical industry and agribusiness 
lobby, abetted by the Congress and the EPA, is 
played out season after season on the nation's 
public and private forest lands. Remember that the 
few laws regulating pesticide use are not designed to 
protect individuals or the environment but to allow 
as much pesticide use as possible. Only in the face of 
overwhelming evidence will a particular pesticide 
be banned. How else do you explain the continued 
spraying of millions of gallons of 2, 4-D each year 
around the globe? Before you visit the forest you 
might want to call about just what chemicals have 
been sprayed. 

But this recipe for environmental disaster can be 
derailed by private citizens who still have the right 
to petition the courts. The Stanislaus case has put 
the rest of the USFS in California on alert that they 
will have to consider public anger before poisoning 
thousands of acres. Sacramento-based Friends of 
the River appealed the Lassen project with the result 
that the spraying of hexazinone and triclopyr in the 
areas near salmon and trout spawning grounds has 
been suspended pending further review by Almanor 
District Ranger Williams. (The spraying of 
glyphosate, however, will proceed without inter- 
ruption.) 

The California Indian Basketweavers Association 
(CIBA) may play an important role in preventing 
toxic herbicides on public lands, and maybe some 
day on private timber lands as well. Native Califor- 
nia weavers use traditional plants gathered from 
their local environments to make their baskets and 
ceremonial regalia. Plants as well as wildlife from 
public lands are also hunted and gathered as subsis- 
tence food and medicine. A large part of the gather- 
ing in California takes place on specific sites on 
federal lands. In many areas these sites are tradi- 
tional gathering places that have been used as such 
for hundreds, if not thousands of years. 

Since CIBA's founding in 1992, great strides have 
been made to educate local Forest Service personnel 
as to the role native plants play in maintaining the 
cultural integrity of rural Native Californian popu- 
lations. Some northern California Forest Service 
districts are evolving a close working relationship 
with native weavers and gatherers to help establish 
and propagate basketry and regalia materials. But be 
mindful that these are hard won gains only on the 
local level while the actual decision-making appara- 
tus of the Forest Service lies at the regional and 
national level. 

It was with that objective in mind that several 
members of the CIBA Board of Directors traveled to 
DC last fall to meet with Forest Service chief Jack 
Ward Thomas and various EPA bureaucrats. Since 
then, a $ 1 40,000 study has recently been announced 
though CIBA was not consulted about it and at the 
time of this writing still does not know its purpose 
or scope. 

CIBA membership can attest from personal expe- 
rience to the negative health affects of the ingestion 
of herbicides. In order to make a basket you have to 
place the material with which you are working in 

Continued on next page 
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Warner Creek: Yellow Alert 


BY TAHOMA 

It has been nearly four years since an arsonist torched Warner Creek, a spotted 
owl habitat reserve on the Willamette National Forest in Oregon. The US Forest 
Service (USFS) has been trying cut this area ever since. At first, the freddies 
planned to clearcut 1,200 acres of this roadless area to extract 40 million board 
feet of trees. Now they are on their knees begging a judge for permission to 
clearcut a "mere" 16 acres in order to remove a half million board feet. 

The latest transmogrification of the Warner Creek Fire "Recovery" Project 
seems to pale in significance compared to other salvage skullduggery being 
planned and implemented across the country. Warner Creek, however, is 
where the current "fuel reduction for fire protection" ideology was developed. 
This ideology is now driving the forest health hysteria throughout the West. 
The Warner salvage sales now hold far 
more symbolic significance as the possible 
turning point in this onslaught of salvage 
scams. They offer an example where, in a 
war of attrition, public resistance can out] ast 
the bureaucratic machine — and win. But 
victory is not at hand yet, for this ongoing 
salvage soap opera is heading toward an 
ultimate showdown early August. 

In our last update, Associated Oregon 
Loggers appealed to the judge to remove a 
temporary injunction against salvage log- 
ging. The group protested that the judge 
made it appear that loggers were willing to 
commit arson in order to cut trees in old- 
growth reserves. Imagine that! Much to 
our surprise, the judge submitted a longer 
and stronger recommendation for an in- 
junction. The judge drew the analogy that 
logging owl habitat after an arson fire was 
like logging owl habitat after shooting the 
owls. Upon reissuing this recommendation, Cascadia Earth Firstlers started 
making travel plans to go help defend other threatened wild places, believing 
that Warner Creek would be saved. But we were wrong to underestimate the 
craven desperation of the freddies and an all too complicit judicial system. 

The USFS first appealed to the judge to allow them to auction off some timber 
sales. The judge consented, but forbade the agency from awarding any sales. 
A rowdy, noisy demonstration ensued outside the Oakridge ranger station 
when the auction took place. Forty forest defenders had a "drum-in for the 
forest," banging on everything from bongos to 40-gallon steel barrels. This 
gave the freddies a royal headache and forced them to move the auctioneers 
twice in order to hear each other belch out bids. 

Unbeknownst to the demonstrators, though, the night before, while the 
head ranger was sleeping inside, the station had been smeared with cow 
manure and all the doors were glue-locked. The Freddie cleanup crew tried to 
tidy up the place before the timber barons arrived for the auction, but when 
they hosed down the building it caused shitwater to seep under the doors and 
soak into the carpet. Upwards of $1,000 in damage was caused, but unfortu- 
nately, the Warner salvage sale was sold to a local gypo logging outfit. 

Trees in the "units" are an average four feet in diameter and 250 years old. 
They could have provided habitat for generations of spotted owls and their 
prey, yet they were sold for toilet paper pulp for a paltry $248 per thousand 
board feet. 


Two weeks after the auction, the freddies begged the judge for another 
favor — to allow them to award the sale. The forest supervisor argued for the sale 
on a number of grounds. First, he claimed economic hardship, alleging that the 
agency was "barely breaking even" on the cost of the recovery project and 
needed the revenue. Second, he claimed that the relatively tiny timber sale was 
"for research purposes only." The agency needed to assess the amount of 
deterioration of fire-killed trees, and claimed they would drop the project 
altogether if it was discovered that the trees were no longer commercially 
valuable. Logging trees for research purposes is similar to rogue Japanese 
whalers who kill whales for alleged "research" purposes to prove that there are 
enough whales to kill. Third, the supervisor warned the judge that without the 

"fuelbreaks" (i.e., clearcuts) he was in no 
position to safely attack fires should one 
erupt this summer. Never mind that the 
salvage units are located between a road 
and a bulldozer line constructed during 
the original fire. 

Finally, in between the two-acre "fuel 
reduction units" the USFS wanted to re- 
move "hazard" trees that threatenedd to 
fall on firefighters or recreationists. Lo and 
behold, every single tree within 300 feet of 
the road has been declared a hazard. Hun- 
dreds of trees big and bigger have been 
marked with the blue dot of death-re- 
moval — even some downed logs have been 
marked as hazard trees! 

Sadly, the judge bought the Head Fred's 
arguments. Consequently, the final deci- 
sion that is due to be signed the first week 
of August is going to be schizophrenic. On 
the one hand, Judge Hogan will likely 
approve a temporary injunction that prevents logging unless and until the 
freddies issue a supplemental environmental impact statement (EIS) that 
analyzes arson as a significant environmental impact. On the other hand, the 
judge will allow the timber sales already sold to be awarded and logged so that 
if the freddies do their supplemental EIS they will have enough dollars and data 
to continue logging the rest of the mountain. Once the judge signs this 
document, ecodefenders will have a mere 12 hours notice before a blitzkrieg 
assault of loggers begins cutting trees. 

The freddies are up against a wall of resistance, and for once, time is on the 
forest's side. If they don't get the cut out this year, the whole salvage project will 
die on the vine. The agency has staked all their chips on these salvage units 
located at the end of a gnarly 13-mile gravel road bordered by cliffs, boulders, 
fallen logs, and other natural hazards. As soon as the judge signs the death 
warrant for these trees, ecodefenders must hold off the chainsaws for up to a 
week until the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals can issue an emergency 
injunction and rule on a planned appeal. Warner Creek is shaping up to be 
another Breitenbush action. 

So, come put your body on the front line of history in the making at Warner 
Creek! Call the SWEF! hotline for action alerts and updates (503) 343-7305 and 
leave your name and number if you want to be contacted for actions. Come 
hike in Warner Creek and see this miracle of nature for yourself. Be ready for 
action in early August, and let's stop the freddie salvage machine in its tracks! 



Maize inspecting the timber harvest tree markings at Warner 
Creek. She concluded that she could have done a better job. 


California Toxics... 

continued from previous page 

your mouth to split and shape it. suffered the loss of teeth and numb- 

Whatever is on the plant gets on the ness of the mouth after processing 

weaver's hands and goes into their materials which have been sprayed, 
mouth and lungs; a recipe for disaster What other illness or deaths may have 
if the your sprig of red bud is dripping been caused by such contact cannot 

with carcinogens. be known. If a plant is dying or dead as 

The following accounts of a result of spraying, it will not be 
basketweavers suffering adverse effects harvested. But how is a weaver to 

from pesticide poisoning appeared in know if a plant has been recently 
the Fall 1992 News From Native Califor- sprayed?" 

nia: "Lilly Sanchez [Shoshone] cannot In a 1993 meeting with representa- 
gather her willow in traditional areas tives of the California Department of 

because the herbicides create deformed Pesticide Regulation, Yurok weaver 
plants. Chemical sprays cause the wil- Susan Burdick told the assembled bu- 

low to be bumpy inside and have a reaucrats: "I'm here because I'm really 
wormy center, so that the shoots don't concerned in our area about herbi- 

grow straight and are therefore unus- cides spraying. 87% of the Yurok res- 
able." ervation right now is owned by 

Northern Mewuk weaver, Jennifer Simpson Timber Company. They 
Bates wrote the following to the Cali- sprayed about 3,000 acres last year in 
fornia Department of Pesticides Regu- our area. When you gather you don't 

lation: "Both hand and mouth con- know whether you've been affected 

tact are made with many plant mate- by what's been sprayed around you. 

rials by basketweavers. Weavers have When we have helicopters flying 


around and spraying herbicides we Indian women who are saying in no 

don't know what these things are do- uncertain terms that spraying on the 

ing. We have a high rate of cancer in forests, and, in particular, Native 

our area. We asked Simpson Timber American gathering areas, causes doz- 

Company not to spray, but put people ens of adverse health effects ranging 

to work. They said it's too costly to do from rashes, stinging eyes, respiratory 

that. Well, when your people are dy- problems and dizziness on up to steril- 

ing around you, there isn't a price on ity, miscarriages, cancer and death, 

that." Salmon, loggers, spray crews, back- 

Upon listening to a morning's worth packers and Native gatherers: all are 
of similar testimony at the 1993 Cali- endangered. Herbicides are designed 
fornia Indian Basketweavers Gather- to kill and that is what they do. The 
ing on the Tuolumne Rancheria near Forest Service's absurd notion that 
Sonora, CA, California Department of there is an acceptable level of risk is 
Pesticide Regulation Director Jim Wells astounding in its arrogance. The can- 

acknowledged the DPR's previous ig- cer epidemic continues unabated and 
norance of the use of California's for- increased spraying is part of the cause, 

ests for basketry and food plants: "We Call the Forest Service in DC and 
never thought about a lot of these ask why they continue to allow the 

pesticides that are used in the forest as spraying of toxic chemicals on public 

being threats from oral toxicity. A lot lands. Better yet, call your local na- 
of chemicals are registered for food tional forest and ask just what they are 

use... but you don't necessarily test spraying on their lands. Tell them you 

some of these herbicides for food use." won't be coming their way anytime 

The Forest Service could ditch their soon unless they stop. 

$ 1 40, 000 study and j ust listen to these 
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Cougars Alive in Eastern Wilderness! 


by Miles Tage 

A black-tipped tail glimpsed at twilight. A long 
claw mark down a deer flank. A four-pad footprint, 
over three inches long. Proof of mountain lions? 

Long considered extirpated from their eastern range 
(Atlantic to Mississippi; boreal Canada to tropical 
Florida), there have nevertheless been consistent 
signs and sightings of cougars since the 1800s. 

From Vermont, where a farmer claims to have 
shot a video of a cat feeding on livestock, to the 
Ocmulgee Swamp in Georgia, evidence is mounting 
that the cougar, bucking immeasurable odds, has 
survived throughout its original range. Reports of 
sightings have come in from Pennsylvania, West 
Virginia, and the Sandhills wilderness preserve of 
central North Carolina, but primarily along the Blue 
Ridge Parkway in the Carolinas and Virginia. 

In western North Carolina, catamounts have been 
seen and recorded periodically since the 1930s, 
from Table Rock, Penland, Cherokee, Alarka, Linville, 
Ashe and Allegheny Counties. About half the 
sightings have come from the North Carolina Wild- 
life Commission, US Forest Service, and National 
Park Service — all of which officially classify the 
animal as gone. Some of the cats spotted were 
females with kittens. 


The scope and number of sightings have prompted 
wilderness advocates and other interested parties to 
review the cougar's currently confused status of se- 
verely endangered, considered extirpated, and, at the 
same time, seen throughout the eastern United States. 

If the mountain lion has defied extinction, it 
provides definite hope for the recovery of other 
endangered animals. Recognized by naturalists as 
one of the shyest and least aggressive of the big cats, 
and one whose favorite food remains the omnipres- 
ent white-tailed deer, the cougar presents a negli- 
gible threat to humans. Not one report has cited an 
attack on a person. 

The cougar is also a wilderness-dependent species, 
and its current existence may confirm a viable core 
of wild land in the east. If such fragmented wilder- 
ness can provide suitable habitat for a wide-ranging 
critical indicator species, the framework for true 
wilderness restoration may be sounder than we 
dared hope. 

Please report all sightings to your nearest US Fish 
and Wildlife agency and to the Southern Appala- 
chian Biodiversity Project. 

Reprinted from Wild Mountain Times, published 
quarterly by the Southern Appalachian Biodiversity 
Project, PO Box 3141, Asheville, NC 28802, phone 
(704) 258-2667. Membership is $25 per year. 



Unlawful 
Wolf Trapping 
in Minnesota 


by Friends of Animals 

Accusing the federal Animal Damage Control 
(ADC) program of "unlawful random killing" of 
hundreds of Minnesota gray wolves, Friends of 
Animals filed suit to stop wolf trapping in Minne- 
sota last July. The suit also seeks to replace the 
current ADC wolf control program in Minnesota 
with one emphasizing nonlethal methods, and to 
require ADC to better document ranchers' allega- 
tions that wolves are responsible for livestock 
deaths. 

Until 1978, the Minnesota gray wolf was classi- 
fied as an endangered species under the Endan- 
gered Species Act. In 1978, however, in response to 
complaints about wolves attacking livestock, the 
gray wolf was reclassified as a threatened species. 
Although threatened species still receive some 
protection under the ESA, individual members of 
threatened species may be killed to stop predation. 

Following the reclassification, lawsuits were 
filed against federal wolf control plans by the 
Fund for Animals in 1978 and by the Sierra Club 
in 1984. A series of rulings stated that wolves may 
only be killed under relatively narrow and hu- 
mane circumstances. As the FoA suit says there 
must be "significant, verifiable and provable 
livestock depredation, requiring the presence of 
wounded or dead livestock, evidence that a wolf 
or wolves were responsible, and reason to believe 
that there would result additional losses if the 
particular predating wolf was not removed." 

The FoA suit contends that ADC wolf killing 
usually followed the judicial guidelines from 1979 
to 1986, when the number of wolves killed was 
approximately equal to the number of complaints 
filed by ranchers, but has subsequently deviated. 
Over the past three years, 439 wolves have been 
killed, in response to just 219 complaints. In 
addition, most of the killing has been done 
through the use of leghold traps and wire neck- 


Mixed Marriages: A Solution for Florida Panthers? 


by Elizabeth Bryant 

Strangers stalk the lushly carpeted terrain 
known as Southwest Florida. 

They are neither Cuban refugees, who boated 
to Florida by the thousands last year, nor 
elderly snowbirds who migrate seasonally from 
the frozen tundra of Minnesota and Ohio. 

They are Texas cougars, here to save the last 
of the Florida panthers from annihilation. 

Introduced this spring, the cou- 
gars are expected to breed 
healthier traits into the 
area's sparse panther popu- 
lation. So far, four female 
cougars have been released; 
another four will be re- 
leased in the next month. 

Experts hope the cats, who 
will be tracked by radio collars, 
will mate and produce kittens next year. 

The cougar project is a cog in a larger plan to 
save the Florida panther by preserving its exist- 
ing habitat and introducing it into new sites. 
While panthers once roamed by the hundreds 
from Arkansas to South Carolina to the southern 
tip of Florida, they have been hunted and 
squeezed by habitat loss into near extinction. 

"They hunted, they trapped, they shot, they 
did anything they could to kill the panther," 
said Dennis Jordan, panther coordinator for the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service, referring to early 
American settlers. 

Today, an estimated 30 to 50 Florida panthers 
pace the narrow corridor of Southwest Florida, 
although some say their numbers are higher. 

Unchecked, the panther loses roughly six to 
seven percent of its genetic variability annually. 
Each new generation is weakened by inbreeding 
problems ranging from heart murmurs to 
infertility. As a result, many say, the Florida 
panther will likely breed itself into history. 


"Computer modeling shows the panther will 
be extinct in the next 25 to 40 years because of 
interbreeding," Jordan said. "And it could 
happen much sooner than that." 

While introducing the cougar may not 
increase panthers' numbers, Jordan said, it may 
stabilize the population that remains. Wildlife 
officials say they hope such genetic injections 
will be needed infrequently. 

Not everyone agrees genetic diversification is 
the solution. Dave Maehr, a one-time panther 
research supervisor in Southwest Florida, says 
panthers not only exist in far larger numbers 
than official estimates, but they are genetically 
healthy as well. 

The panthers' main problem, Maehr says, is 
habitat loss, spurred by the area's soaring growth. 
As a result, he says, genetic outbreeding only 
treats the symptoms of panthers' problem. At 
worst, he said, it could be harmful, since out- 
breeding has failed with other species in the past. 

But other scientists point to the panthers' 
historical habits of ranging widely and mixing 
with other species. "It is very unlikely that 
bringing in the cougar is going to do anything 
but help the panther," said Mark Shaffer, of the 
Nature Conservancy, in Washington, DC. 

Still, wildlife officials acknowledge that 
habitat loss is a key problem. The panthers' 
range — between 70 to 100 square miles — is 
increasingly being cut off by development. 
Currently, about half the local panther territory 
is private land, said Darrell Land, a field re- 
searcher in Southwest Florida's Collier County. 

And, unlike efforts in Africa and elsewhere to 
integrate farmers into game management, there 
are few economic incentives here for farmers to 
preserve wildlife habitat. 

Reprinted from the Earth Times. To be added at 
no charge to the mailing list, contact the Earth 
Times, 280 Park Avenue, New York, NY 1 001 7; 
phone (212) 297-0488, e-mail 
theearthtime@igc.apc.org. 



snares, which FoA argues are inherently inhu- 
mane as well as non-selective. 

For more information call Friends of Animals 
National Headquarters at (203) 656-1522, e-mail 
foa@igc.apc.org 
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Wombats in the Dust 


by Faith Walker 

"Ashes to ashes, dust to dust," our proverbial 
blessing, our invocation of species death, rings 
loudly in the ears of Australia's bushland marsupi- 
als. For the northern hairy-nosed wombat 
(. Lasiorhinus krefftii), as for many marsupials, the 
combination of a fragile, arid ecosystem, land alter- 
ations by Europeans, ignorance of basic biology, 
and a lack of conservation efforts, has led the species 
towards extinction. 

The northern hairy-nosed wombat is one of the 
most endangered mammals in the world, with ap- 
proximately seventy individuals comprising a single 
population in Epping Forest, Queensland. This popu- 
lation increased from its 1981 size of 20-30 individuals 
as a result of cattle exclusion. An underfunded project 
is underway to monitor the population by running 
genetic profiles on hairs left at burrow entrances, and 
to understand feeding ecology and population biol- 
ogy. Conservation efforts, however, are hampered by 
a slow, rain-dependent reproductive rate, and in- 
creased extinction risk due to genetic bottleneck. 

The southern hairy-nosed wombat Lasiorhinus 
latifrons inhabits southern Australia. Although this 
species suffers from severe habitat loss, it is not yet 
endangered. The common wombat Vombatus 
ursinus, has a wide distribution across eastern Aus- 
tralia and Tasmania. 

Wombats, 40 pound marsupials whose closest 
relative is the koala, are unique in that they form 
clusters of burrows, called warrens, despite active 
avoidance of each other (kinda like you city folk). 
Study of the behavioral and evolutionary basis of 
this as well as other key conservation parameters is 
difficult because, like typical marsupials, they are 
nocturnal. And mysterious. The only humans lucky 
enough to see them are Aborigines who hunt them 
for food and farmers/ranchers who knock them off 
to placate wombat nightmares. Wombats allegedly 
bulldoze their way through fences and build leg- 
breaking booby traps for cattle. (All this is hearsay. 
Each wombat acts individually, is not responsible 
for the actions of others, and is not affiliated with 
any environmental group.) 

The worries of wombats are not theirs alone; an 
extinction wave is sweeping the Australian conti- 
nent. This is largely due to habitat alteration. When 


Europeans arrived 200 years ago, ten percent of 
Australia was forested and 23 percent wooded. Now 
75 percent of rainforests and 35 percent of wood- 
lands have been cleared. Tax incentives for clearing 
were removed only in 1983. In addition to English 
ideas of land-use, Europeans sailed with alien flora 
and fauna on their ark. Mammalian exotics include 
pig, buffalo, goat, horse, camel, rabbit, fox, cat, dog, 
and the ubiquitous sheep and cow. Grazing is the 
main land use for over 60 percent of Australia, 
amounting to approximately 50 million sheep and 
15 million cattle (twice the number of humans). 
Two-thirds of Australia is arid and semi-arid; half of 
this is grazed. 

Rabbits are some of the Marsupial herbivores' 
most serious competitors. Despite a nationwide, 
non-native rabbit and domestic cat eradication pro- 
gram including "Bilbies Not Bunnies" groups and 
public education with chocolate "Easter Bilbies," 
the rabbits keep multiplying like, well, rabbits. [Bilbie 
is the colloquial term for wombats.] Introduced 
carnivores, such as domestic cats, have had a field 
day munching native species because marsupials 
have evolved with few predators. "Best Cat is a Flat 
Cat" is a popular local slogan. 

Land-use practices over the last 200 years have 
resulted in habitat loss and habitat alteration such as 
changes in soil salinity, topsoil loss through wind 
erosion, nutrient depletion, acidification, and soil 
structural decline. One-fifth of Australia suffers from 
human-induced soil salinity which in some areas is 
forcing farmers and ranchers to abandon their land 
and leases. Other alterations are changes in plant and 
animal communities due to the invasion of exotics. A 
third type of alteration is a function of different fire 
regimes. The small burns that were employed by 
Aborigines have been replaced by large and infrequent 
lightning-caused fires. This, supplemented by graz- 
ing, has made the fine mosaic of plant communities 
that comprise arid and semi-arid areas more homog- 
enous because ephemeral plant establishment and 
nutrient-cycling are inhibited; perennial vegetation 
predominates until the next rare fire. 

The results of land-use practices in arid Australia are 
particularly dramatic because of a suite of environ- 
mental characteristics. The Australian continent is 
ancient (around 500 million years old) and very poor 
in nutrients. Sporadic heavy rains lead to a high degree 


of soil sorting. Phosphorous and nitrogen levels are 
less than half of that of other deserts around the globe 
and tend to be in the upper five to ten centimeters of 
soil. This contrasts with that of the much younger 
North American deserts where nutrients are deeper 
and thus more protected against erosion. The result in 
arid Australia is abrupt changes in soil type. Run-on 
areas are high and runoff areas low in nutrients and 
soil moisture content. The flatness of the landscape, 
which appears strikingly homogenous to human ob- 
servers, actually contributes to the fine mosaic of 
differentiated soil and, in turn, vegetation type. Thus, 
soils are more prone to erosion and the spatially 
complex habitats are more vulnerable to disruption 
from land-use than we would think. 

Even in pre-European times, extinction of native 
mammal populations was likely due to characteristic 
severe droughts. Presently, suitable habitats for mar- 
supials are few due to human land use, and what 
habitat does remain is recolonized by stock and rabbits 
en masse following drought. Therefore, there are in- 
creasingly fewer habitat patches with native species 
after each severe drought because the distance be- 
tween patches is greater than dispersal capabilities and 
because suitable patches are overrun by invaders. 

Diane Fossey provided much of the early behavioral 
data on primates. Such non-invasive study is needed 
for many of Australia's bushland marsupials. May the 
wombat remain dweller of Castles-in-the-Earth and 
with secretive deviltry be the one marsupial species to 
undoubtedly outlast the human primate. 

Wombat Combat: 

• Native Forest Network, c/o 112 Emu Bay Rd., 
Deloraine, Tasmania 7304 

• Rainforest Action Center, PO Box 368, Lismore, 

NSW 2480 

• Friends of the Earth, 222 Brunswick St., Melbourne 
3001 

• Australian Mammal Society, Dr. K. Sanderson, 
Secretary, Biological Sciences, Flinders University, 
Bedford Park, South Australia 5042 

• Australian Conservation Foundation, 340 Gore 
St., Fitzroy, Victoria 3065 

• The Wilderness Society, c/o 97 Albert St., Brisbane 
City, Queensland 4000 

Faith Walker, wombiologist, has dedicated her life to 

the "furry little bulldozers." 




Road To Nowhere Threatens 
Tasmanian Wldemess 


In the northwest of Tasmania, Australia, lies the Tarkine wilderness area, one 
of the world's most significant ecological and cultural wonderlands. The 
350,000 hectare wilderness holds Australia's largest intact temperate rainforest 
along with button grass moor lands and spectacular coastline. The area is a 
refuge for endangered species including the Tasmanian wedge-tailed eagle, 
white goshawk, and the largest freshwater crayfish in .the world (which grows 
to over one meter in length). 

The area is named after the Tarkine band of Aborigines who inhabited the 
Sandy Cape region of Tasmania for over 500 generations. Along the Tarkine's 
extensive coastline are over 240 Aboriginal sites including ancient middens, 
village hut places, rock carvings and secret ceremonial sites. 

Less than one percent of the Tarkine wilderness area is currently protected. In 
February 1995 the Tasmanian Government began construction of a fifty 
kilometer road through the Tarkine at a total cost to taxpayers of $15 million. 

According to the Tasmanian government, the road is being built in the name of 
tourism, but the largest wood chip mill in the southern hemisphere has recently 
opened in the nearby town of Hampshire, and logging is already underway on the 
eastern edges of the Tarkine. The Hampshire Wood chip Mill is ready to consume 
1.2 tons of trees annually. Suspicions as to the real purpose of the road were 
confirmed by a leaked State Department of Transport memo which listed one of the 
objectives of the road as "infrastructure for mining and forestry needs." 

Another leaked memo regarding a meeting between the Director of Tourism 
and the Department of Roads states, "The Department of tourism sees very little 
value in the link road." 

The Federal Minister for the Environment, Senator John Faulkner, has labeled the 
road through the Tarkine an act of "environmental vandalism." He continues, 
however, to defend the federal government's failure to stop the road building on 
the basis of the Lemonthyme settlement of 1988. In this settlement, the Common- 
wealth of Australia agreed not to propose further areas of Tasmania for World 





Heritage list- 
ing without the 
consent of the Tas- 
manian Government. 

Officials originally scheduled a halt to the road building during the spring 
rainy season. But in June, the wettest period of the year, workers were flown in 
to complete the project, decimating the rainforests of the Donaldson River 
gorge. Gravelling and bridge-building is set to resume in September. Forestry 
Tasmania also recently announced that 55,000 hectares of rainforest will be 
logged for specialty timbers, mostly in the Tarkine. 

A national campaign is underway to stop road building in the Tarkine 
wilderness. Eighteen protests have occurred in the Tarkine over the last six 
months. Hundreds of protesters walked over twenty-seven kilometers to road 
building sites, often in extreme weather conditions, demonstrating their 
dedication to protecting this unique wilderness. More than 50 people have 
been arrested for trespassing, among them national environmental leaders. 

This spring, Australia held a nationwide day of action and the Tarkine 
National Coalition was formed. 

Help protect Australia's largest tract of temperate rainforest! 

The Tarkine needs international support. Australian federal elections are 
scheduled for early 1996. Now is the crucial time to pressure the Australian 
government to protect the Tarkine from the Tasmanian government's road 
building and logging operations, and to nominate the area for World Heritage 
listing. Send letters to Prime Minister Paul Keating, c/o Parliament House, 
Canberra 2601, Australia, and John Faulkner, Environmental Minister, c/o 
Parliament House, Canberra 2601, Australia. For further information contact 
Ecological Enterprises, 301 K Eagle Heights, Madison, WI 53705, (608) 233- 
2194, email: grbarry@students.wisc.edu. 
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continued from page 3 

civilization began and the invention of 
such luxuries as clothing and fire, the 
human animal has been in a state of 
devolution, as we have become less fit for 
living with the earth in the absence of the 
necessity to do so. So industrialization 
and technology can only lead us further 
down this path, even as we are now in the 
process of breeding a race incapable of 
giving birth naturally or nursing its young, 
dependent on antibiotics and other drugs 
for survival to reproductive age, and gen- 
erally unfit to live in the absence of life 
support systems, all as a result of excess 
luxury and the overuse of technology. 

Awaken Luddites! Seek out your fellow 
tribal members. Renounce the informa- 
tion age! Actualize industrial collapse! 

— Swamp Woman 


Dear Editors: 

I offer a few friendly words 
in response to Mike Roselle's 
correction of my "erroneous" 
view of nonviolence and the 
language of war (Litha, 1995). 
First,onceIwasinawarwhen 
people shot at and killed each 
other. The lessons I learned 
were that that was a terrible 
and terribly inefficient sys- 
tem of human conduct and 
that one war, no matter who 
claims the victory, always 
leads to another war, always 
with greater violence and 
misery. 

Martin Luther King ex- 
pressed powerful principles 
of nonviolence. He called it a 
way of life for courageous 
people, a means to seek 
friendship and understand- 
ing, to defeat injustice, not 
people. He was all for choos- 
ing love instead of hate: "The 
nonviolent approach does 
something to the hearts and 
souls of those committed to 
it. It gives them new self re- 
spect. It so stirs the opponent 
that reconciliation becomes a reality." 

Gandhi and King may have used mili- 
tary analogies, but I can't see value in 
doing so. Certainly society needs a revo- 
lution in ideas and ideals, but that begins 
with thee and me, in mind and heart, and 
the toughest part, perhaps, is to substitute 
love for war. That is the way for nonvio- 
lence to fully work its magic. 

I agree with Mike Roselle's conclusion 
that if the voice of reason is heard by 
reasonable people, we can change public 
perceptions and thereby change political 
reality. For heroic effort and the gospel of 
hope, more power to him and to the EF! 
Journal. 

Sincerely, 

— Michael Frome, Ph.D. 
Dear Shifter Brains, 

Turns out all the non-native introduced 
mountain goats in the Olympics are de- 
vouring a native rare plant. Park freddies 
can't catch the goats, due to the sort of 
places you generally find mountain goats, 
and the sort of inept bunglers you usually 
find employed as freddies. But they think 
the plant (some sort of vetch) has about 
two years left, maybe. So, they're gonna 
fly around in helicopters (the freddies, 
not the vetch, or the goats) and shoot the 
goats right where they stand. Pow! Now 
Fund for Animals is gonna sue to stop the 
damn thing. 

So here's my question: If a non-native 
plant were introduced to, say, Glacier 
National Park, and it started killin' all the 
local (native) goats, which side would the 
Fund be on? 

I guess it is Fund for Animals, and not 
Fund for Biodiversity. 

— Nasty Tuber 


To: All readers of this rag 
From: Ancient Forest Bus Brigade 
Contact: Cindy (aka Thunder), PO Box 
8968 Moscow, ID 83843 
Subject: New felony law, effective imme- 
diately 

As of today, all unreturned books "bor- 
rowed" from the Bus Brigade library will 
be re-classified as "stolen", and Federal 
authorities deputized with authorization 
to shoot miscreants on sight. Worse, 
Cindy herself is on the warpath, and you 
know you don't want that! 

Herewith, a partial list: 

Desert Solitaire, autographed both by 
Abbey and Ramon's friend who bought it 
for him as a gift; Green Rage, also 
autographed, 1 think; Eco-Warriors, 
autographed by Ric Scarce; Black Elk Speaks, 


autographed, but not by B.E., by a former 
girlfriend of a former Ramon; The Monkey- 
Wrench Gang; Howard Zinn's History of the 
US; Blood On the Land; Hayduke Lives; 
Cadillac Desert; The Nez Perce War of 1877; 
Ishmael; and Silent Spring. 

Last, but decidedly not least, Cindy is 
missing her "Hawaii" towel given to her 
by her daughter 13 years ago. Black, with 
a sunset on it, and she wants it back, 
dammit. 

YOU have been warned, and YOU 
KNOW WHO YOU ARE!! 

Love and Kisses, 

— Ancient Forest Bookmobile Brigade 

P.S. Better yet, return the book(s) in 
person and spend the rest of the summer 
at Cove/Mallard. We'll still feed your jail- 
bait ass. 

(Feel free to treat the above letter as a sug- 
gested reading list ... obviously these books 
are so well liked even honest activists are 
making off with them like so many boxes of 
dumpstered produce. Just be sure you don 'tget 
caught with the stolen property! — Ed.) 

Dear Shit Fer Brains: 

With an unfortunate early exit from 
Rendezvous, breakfast at the Eel River Cafe 
in Garberville served up hash browns and 
bits and pieces of conversation — 

Customer: Heard there's gonna be an 
action today or tomorrow at ... 

Waitress: Really? 

Customer: Yea, there's gonna be a riot 
up in Ruth. I'm thinkin' of goin' up there 
myself and incite one. What with that 
there rodeo... 

Waitress: and them Earth Firstiers. 

The potential ass kickin' in Ruth, how- 
ever, wasn't the hot Independence Day 
topic. That honor went to a local sheriff 



recently accused of taking bribes and had 
customers adding up the public tab for his 
probable pilfering over his 20- to 30-year 
career. One breakfast diner in feigned dis- 
belief asked how could he be guilty since 
he was a sheriff to which he received a 
reply of cynical laughter. 

Our bellies full of grease and coffee, we 
couldn't help wondering how we had been 
witness to the irony Judi Bari discussed in 
Timber Wars. It's easier for a logger to 
punch a hippie environmentalist than to 
face the real cause of the corruption and 
greed destroying the health of our wilder- 
ness and communities. We left Humboldt 
County hoping that someday both work- 
ers and environmentalists will break 
through the class barrier together and the 
Earth First! saying, "No Fucking Compro- 
mise!" for once will ring true. 

— Nicole and Brad. 

Dear Shit For Brains: 

The editor of Mountain Bike Action Maga- 
zine recently wrote that mountain bikers 
should only defend our national parks 
from the republican congress if trails are 
opened up to them. The magazine also has 
advertisements for the Blue Ribbon Coali- 
tion, a "Wise Use" group funded by Honda 
and Suzuki trying to gain ORV access to 
wilderness areas and national parks. If you 
feel like expressing your opinion to Moun- 
tain Bike Action their number is 1-800- 
767-0345 or you could write them a mes- 
sage on the business reply cards in the 
magazines. I do believe that the mountain 
bike community can be a powerful ally if 
we let our feelings be known in a positive 
way. Let's face it we need all the friends we 
can get. 

For The Wild! 

— Eco-Boy 

Dear Shit fer Brains, 

The Rendezvous at Chilliwack Lake, BC 
included a women's circle that I was part 
of. The need to create a safe space for 
women was expressed by several women 
at the Chilliwack Lake Spring Rendez- 
vous. Other campers in the area as well as 
some of the EF!ers at the Rendezvous may 
have contributed to a perceived 
androcentric atmosphere that precipitated 
the desire for a women's circle. We dis- 
cussed experiences of being women activ- 
ists and many important issues were 
broached. Some themes were based on 
voicing, supporting and connecting: 


action is an attraction for many Earth 
Firstiers but the competitiveness can si- 
lence women. The macho image of EF! 
was a factor of intimidation for some 
women and is a frustrating barrier for 
many women who want to engage in 
direct action. 

Fear of being chastised when question- 
ing the focus of a discussion or suggesting 
an alternative for an action can prevent 
women's voices from being heard or even 
voiced. These are issues that are rarely 
deemed as important and are often invis- 
ible in a sexist society. It is important to 
recognize that women have a distinct and 
valuable contribution to make to Earth 
First! It may be that because we are women 
that we have a different perception, but 
the fact that we experience things differ- 
ently gives us a different take on things. 

The basic tenet of the emerging ideol- 
ogy of ecofeminism links the domination 
of nature with the domination of women. 
Making the connections between issues 
and all oppressions was another theme 
discussed at the circle. Drawing connec- 
tions between social and environmental 
issues was almost taboo, as indicated by 
some experiences women had in doing so. 

It appears that in Earth First! the con- 
nection between the subjugation of ani- 
mals and nature by humans is clear, but 
the oppression of women in a patriarchal 
society is not. The issue of Earth First! 
being a safe and comfortable place for 
women needs to be addressed to make the 
movement stronger and more enduring. 

I would like to make a couple of final 
points before I finish. Firstly, I recognize 
that not all women feel that EF! is not a 
safe place for women and not all men 
embrace the patriarchy but these are real 
issues that need to be addressed. The circle 
articulated the need for dialogue on sex- 
ism and inequality issues. This dialogue 
needs to occur among all genders but it is 
also important for women-only spaces to 
be respected so that healing can begin 
where people feel comfortable. I hope 
that this letter stimulates dialogue 
on a variety of levels, in the Journal as well 
as in local EF! groups and on an 
interpersonal level. My apologies to 
those women who feel that this 
does not represent their perception 
of the circle; please write in and give 
your view. 

— Tathra Street, Victoria, BC 



1) bringing traditionally taboo subjects 
and concerns out into the open by speak- 
ing out; 2) supporting people that do 
speak out about these sensitive issues; and 
3) making the connections between issues 
such as how social issues are intercon- 
nected to environmental issues. The im- 
portance of breaking taboos was stressed 
and everything from the eco-warrior im- 
age of EF! to rape issues and experiences 
were discussed. The excitement of direct 


(To Tathra and anyone else interested and 
those not interested who should be: look for 
the ecofeminist blank wall in the upcoming 
Mabon edition of the EF! Journal! — Ed.) 

Dear SFB 

The return of commercial sealing to 
supply the Asian market with baby seal 
penises used as an aphrodisiac has got me 
thinking. .. (Never mind that a good woman 
Continued next page 
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continued from page 30 
has possibly the only 'real' aphrodisiac 
properties) ... Perhaps the Asian market 
consumers could be somehow enticed to 
suck on their own penises?! While I'm sure 
not all would bite on it, the remainder 
that could be convinced would certainly 
save the lives of many a baby harp seal and 
in view of this Asian belief system, or 
mind set, it's certainly worth a poke at! 

— Carry E. Mason 

( We'll have to check with Miss Demeanor on 
that one. — Ed.) 

Hi EF!, 

Here's some comments for what they 
are worth. I know there are liabilities 
involved in printing a newspaper, so there 
are some things in this letter you would be 
better off not printing. (Advice taken ! — 
Ed.) But I would like to see something on 
all the wonderful things you can do with 
super glue. Such as ... those private locked 
gates that keep us out of our own public 
lands. One drop keeps everyone out! 
Even Mr. Landowner or Guide or Outfit- 
ter. How about a drop in that Quad 
runner (ATV) ignition? Same with log- 
ging equipment, or Forest Service equip- 
ment. Sure, super glue is old stuff to a lot 
of us, but we are getting new people all the 
time who don't know these things. I never 
leave home without it! 

Here's another tip for your paper. Most 
warriors need operating money. I like cash 
myself. Here's one way. Most cities have 
"crime stoppers" programs and hotlines. 
Start calling in crimes like poaching, trash 
dumping, etc. any illegal act upon the 
Earth, and, with a conviction, they give 
you cash anonymously! The crime stop- 
pers national hotline (best accessed from 
pay phones) is 1-800-525-TIPS ext. 24. 

Anyway, keep up the good work. 

— High in the Rockies, John Denver 

All My Relations: 

A deep thanx to Food not Bombs for 
attending RRR 95 and "proving” that col- 
lective kitchens can thrive in the wilder- 
ness. As hunger is a necessity of capital- 
ism, as money is the lifeblood of every 
industrial machine chewing every biore- 
gion to death, the visions of the EF! move- 
ment will not be realized until there is free 
food everywhere. I'm especially grateful 


FNB stayed on in spite of some poor hos- 
pitality. Anyone who thinks a tribe can 
live, play, dance and smash the state with- 
out eating together is really missing it. As 
food is a basis of tribal unity, it is my 
prayer that the RRR will always have a 
central kitchen. Among my posse, the 
kitchen is the temple and feeding people 
is sacred. 

Always hungry, always eating, 

— Maggot 

P.S. Them damned Katuah hillbillies know 
how to rock! 

To The Journal: 

Here in the greater Yellowstone ecosys- 
tem we are having a conflict between the 
cattle industry and the free roaming bi- 
son. It seems the cattlemen are paranoid 
that their hoofed locusts will be infected 
by brucellosis, and want the Wyoming, 
Montana and Idaho Fish and Game 
Departments to manage the bison in 
this region as livestock, not wildlife. 
There is no documented proof that 
brucellosis is transmitted to cattle by bi- 
son on public lands. 

A few ideas by the cattle industry to 
control the bison are: shooting them as 
they leave the protection of Yellowstone 
and Grand Teton National Parks (which 
has been occurring for some time); put- 
ting up fences around the parks and cattle 
guards over the exits and entrances of the 
parks; rounding up all the bison, testing 
them and innoculating the healthy ones 
against the disease and shooting the dis- 
eased ones; or just slaughtering all the 
existing bison. These choices are unac- 
ceptable. 

These choices, of course, would be paid 
for by the taxes of the US public, not by 
the cattle industry. Another reason these 
choices are unacceptable is that the bison 
is a symbol of the United States, having 
once been on the US nickel and presently 
the symbol on the Wyoming state flag. 

This is an urgent matter and is being 
pushed by the cattle industry of the states 
of Wyoming, Montana and Idaho. Please 
write to state legislators and the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service to stop the insanity of 
once again eradicating these beautiful, 
wild beings. 

For information, contact the Jackson Hole 
Alliance for Responsible Planning, PO Box 
2728, Jackson, WY 83001, phone (307) 733- 
9417. 

— Diane Reimers 



• He lied when he said he would institute grazing reform on 
public lands. 

• He lied when he said he would protect the funding that 
supports America's Natural Heritage. 

• He lied when he said he would defend public health and 
safety through the Clean Water and Clean Air Acts. 


President William Jefferson Clinton. Has he violated 
the public trust? He is the first president in 22 years to 
suspend protection for threatened and endangered 
species. He told us he would uphold the laws that 
protect our forests from unsustainable harvests and 
the consequent violations of the Clean Water Act. He 
lied when he promised to defend what Americans have 
said they value most: America the Beautiful with its 
native species, its ancient forests, its clean air and clean 


water. President Clinton is not following through with 
his promises. 

Can he salvage his Presidency? Only by standing firm 
on these things that all Americans treasure. He must act 
now and veto these environmentally destructive bills 
before more species become extinct, before all our forests 
become lumber farms, before you are forced to breathe 
and drink more industrial pollution. Give us what you 
promised. Mr. President. Save America the Beautiful. 


Biodiversity Legal Foundation, Box 18327, Boulder, CO 80308-1327 


Keith Mc Henry with the 

FOOD 
NOT 
BOMBS 
Rent is 
Theft Tour 

Food Not Bombs co-founder, Keith McHenry, 
was framed under the new "three strikes" 
felony law in an effort to silence the group's 
opposition to government attacks on the 
homeless. He will present the following 
program. 

•Taking direct action against the global 
austerity program 

• Vegan Cooking 

• Thanksgiving Squatting action with 
Homes Not Jails 

• Slatting an unlicensed FM radio station with a 
demonstration of a micropowered transmitter 

• The Food Not Bombs Greatest Hits Video 

• Information on the Food Not Bombs 
International Gathering in Atlanta 


Arcala Quebec Athens 

Eugene Burlington Atlanta 

Portland Montpeiler Gainsville 

Olympia Northampton Tampa 

Seattle Boston New Orleans 

Vancouver New Haven Houston 

Edmonton New York Austin 

Winnipeg Philidelphia Dallas 

Minneapolis Baltimore Ft Worth 

Madison Washington DC St. Louis 

Milwaukee Richmond Kansas City 

Chicago Shanon Farms Denver 

Detroit Roanoke Albuquerque 

Toronto Raleigh Tucson 

Ottawa Asheville Flagstaff 

Montreal Chattanooga Sail Lake City 


Food Not Bombs 

3145 Geary Blvd. #12 
San Francisco, C A 941 18 USA 

1 - 800 - 884-1136 


Foundation For A New Consciousness: 
Transform yourself through literature, 
art, music. $10. Free brochure. 

Westgate House, 56 Westgate, 
San Francisco, CA 94127-2738 




Cove/Mallard 

JAIL SUPPORT 

T-Shirts 



Two colors of green 
silk-screened onto 
natural cotton 


proceeds will help 
support Jailed 
activists 


Sizes: M L XL 

plus a few Jr 4c XXL 


Send 61?. 00 to: 

Cove/Mallard Support 
P0 Bcoc 3269 
Allman, WA. 99165 
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BRING BACK THE GRIZ 

Specify sVze + oelor preference. — farkiops (tlacfyfeal or parple) f-skwis (bWkor hiWal). 
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URGENT! 

The Blue 
Mountains 
Biodiversity 
Project is in need 
of a light weight, 
durable video 
camera for 
documentation of 
salvage sales for 
litigation, media 
work and public 
education. If 
anyone can 
donate a camera 
(and a tripod) or 
the funds to 
purchasde one, 
please contact 
BMBP at HCR 82, 
Fossil, OR 97830. 


(^Tradition Bond<29 

AMERICAN-MADE 
TREE-FREE PAPER 

10% Hemp/10% Esparto Grass/6o% Agricultural 
By-Product/20% Post-Consumer 

By using this paper you become apartidpant in the solution tocutting 
the forests for pulp & paper. And, you are helping solve the problem 
of 1 .5 billion tons of agricultural waste that's taxing our landfills. 

Save the Forests! Demand Tree-Free Paper! 

A QUALITY AND EARTH-FRIENDLY PRODUCT 

Milled in the United States for use in photocopiers & laserprinters. 

Call us for your paper needs. Wholesale orders welcome. 

1 - 800 - 309-2974 

"A New Product for a New Era” 

Tradition Bond]" Non-wood Paper Products 
1J30 Willamette St. #367, Eugene, OR 97401 







Ormed With Visions 



coYores 

by sunshine 


We are tbe coyotes. We watcb 

We live free, in spite of you men. 
We leave footprints in tbe snow 
on your doorstep. 

We sing joy and sorrow through 
tbe evening air. 

We are accused of many crimes — 
some of wbicb we did not commit. 

Vou bunt us— shoot, trap, poison 

run us to exhaustion on loud 
machines 

instead of using your own wits 
and strength. 

But still, in tbe bills, in tbe deserts, in 
tbe cities 

we survive, multiply, spread. 

ftnd when you men have fouled tbe 
Cartb beyond your 

ability to survive 
Or destroyed each other in an 
argument no one won, 

We will be there 
Co scavenge 

Co cleanse tbe now unburdened Cartb 
Co bring bach tbe harmony 
Until another race of creatures 

believes itself smart enough to 
manipulate tbe parts without 
Knowing tbe whole. 

We are tbe coyotes. We watcb. 



Pallid Sturgeon 


A TribuX&txrVr. Seu&& 

by MattHoaeH 

Blimpity blob, blopity big. 
Largish and sloshish, 
fat as a pig. 

Gaining and growing 
and swelling and how. 
Biggering biggering, 
fat as a cow. 

Our nation is growing 
and gaining more weight. 

Is it on purpose? 

Is it just fate? 

Why do we grow? 

What is it for? 

Does anyone really 
need anymore? 
using, consuming 
as fast as we can 
Is this our country’s 
Energy Plan? 

Wanting and taking of all that we lack 
Gobbling up resources, 
squashing Iraq. 

Moving so fast, 
always zooming ahead, 
what about the 200,000 
men dead? 

And women and children 
and pets and the zoo? 

Do politicians care 
About all of them too? 

Do they care about us 
do they really know best? 

At night as they sleep 
does this weigh on their chest 
This I don’t know 
But there’s one thing I do. 

The one thing to change this 
around is named 
YOU. 

Think to yourself, 
and think really hard. 

Is biggering and biggering 
what you want in your yard? 
Bigger houses and cars, 
more pollution and yuck, 
when it all falls apart 
We’re all out of luck. 

Now it’s all up to us- 
a change in the scheme. 

To make room for a new 
American Dream. 

One that looks out for others, 
both near and both far. 

Even the pygmies 
in Madagascar. 

And the people and creatures 
all over the globe. 

It is them.we are hurting 
as we continue to grow. 
Politicians want bombers, 
is this what we need? 

How ‘bout the millions 
of people to feed? 

And right here at home, 
right here in our state. 

These people need help 
before it’s too late! 

What we must do is stop 
the growth right here and 
NOW! 

We must stop the growth 
and I’m telling you how. 

Our gluttonous habits 
have all got to go. 

Just like the commercials. 


we must learn to say 
“NO!” 

Say NO 
to the extras 
say NO 
to the frills, 
say NO 
to the sacks 

that the grocery store deals. 
Say NO 

to the nuclear energy mess 
If you want a country 
radioactivity Less. 

Say NO 
to the drilling 
and wasting of gas. 
Alternative energy 
is endless and vast. 

It’s solar and wind 
and it’s free for us all. 

So let’s make a change 
give the politicians a call. 

Tell them with letters 
or straight to their face. 
“I’m tired of your drilling 
and killing and waste!” 
But the best way to tell them 
is coming up fast, 
when it’s time for elections 
put them out on their ass. 



the journey 

by Paula Kristen Simmons 

the ocean has afamidar 
feeCing to me 
the creatures who chose 
to stay he hind 
are my kin 
I return to the womh 
of my mother 
to visit the doiphin 
my twin. 


Send poems to: 
Warrior Poet's Society 
ASUC Box 361 
Berkeley, CA 94710-4510 



The/Ecirth/ Likerczfrum/Army Striker Agam/ 


The authorities have been hard at work in British Columbia, searching for the 
identity of those responsible for acts of sabotage last spring directed against the 
hunting and timber industries. Early on June 19, the two cabins of Monashee 
Outfitting's Lake Revelstoke encampment were firebombed. One week earlier, 
saboteurs ransacked the outfitter's main lodge, stole hunting equipment, and 
vandalized big ticket property items. 

Monashee Outfitting is one of BC's largest outfitters and charges between 
$2,000 and $8,000 dollars (depending on who you ask) for the opportunity to 
kill bears, cougars, mountain goats, moose and deer. 

The day of the cabin fires, the Times Review of Revelstoke received a letter from 
the Earth Liberation Army (ELA) claiming responsibility for the attack. Accord- 
ing to the letter, "Guide outfitters are nothing more than hired assassins, pimps 
of the hunting world." The letter warned, "Anyone doing business in the 
massacre of wild animals, as well as those in related industries, are 'fair game.' 
We will not rest until the war against earth ceases." 




How about a coordinated clown 
attack on shopping malls to raise 
awareness of the environmental and 
social realities of consumerism? 

Teams of two clowns per mall would 
first notify friendly reporters at local 
papers, radio and TV stations 
concerning their actions. Armed with 
old cereal boxes and other small boxes 
and cans covered with labels saying, 
"Stuff," "Junk You Don't Need," 
"Another Useless Item," or "Stuff That 
Destroys The Earth, " the clowns could 
enter the mall with a shopping cart 
full and proceed to hand out "free 
samples" of their stuff to passers-by. 
Inside the items can be literature on 
bullshit consumerism, environmental 
destruction and recycling. 

Clowns should, of course, clown 
around about how buying more than 



one needs is "no joke." Explain how 
impulse buying gives the merchant 
the "last laugh" or how the "joke's on 
you" when it comes to fashion trends, 
quality products or supposed 
discounts. The clowns should think 
up five or six standard lines and always 
deliver them with a big smile and an 
unshakable happy attitude. Have some 
special lines for kids too! Even when 
security comes to boot you out (don't 
forget to offer them "free samples" 
too!) be HAPPY, HAPPY, HAPPY! 
Arresting a happy clown is a delicate 
matter, especially with kids around. 

Finally, have a friend secretly 
videotape the event for the evening 
news. The event may be more effective, 
in terms of public education, if clown 
teams have eyewitness news coverage. 
However, having TV cameras on site 
could blow the whole action. Above 
all, HAVE FUN! 


Fishy Business from s 

Our “fish” products are • I. ||.^| 

spawning! We’ve added MS VI ffflllSl 


Now there are 3 
fish in our sea! 


Our “fish” products are J. B- 
spawning! We’ve added ill 
two more car bumper 
ornament designs. All are about 
5” long and adhesive-backed. 
Ask about our pins, T-shirts 
and more! 

Ring of Fire 

ENTERPRISES 

P.O. Box I6I8-EF, Soquel, CA 95073 
E-mail: rof@backporch.com 
Internet web site: 
http://www.backporch.com 

‘Please indude $1.00 each for postage & 
handling. Wholesale inquiries welcome. 





Canadian newspaper reports have suggested the Monashee sabotage may be 
linked with recent fires in April at a wildlife museum in Cranbrook and 
taxidermy shops in Cranbrook and Armstrong [seeEFlf, L itha, 1995]. So far, no 
one has claimed responsibility for the fires. 

On June 27, the ELA made its presence known a second time. A phone call to 
the Times Review warned that the ELA had planted explosives at "strategic 
locations" in an unspecified local sawmill. Following police notification, at 
least one mill responded by shutting down to warn employees. 

Bearwatch, a BC group that has protested trophy hunting for seven years, has 
denounced the acts of sabotage, in addition to denying accusations of involve- 
ment made by the right-wing newspaper, BC Report. According to Bearwatch 
representatives, the group has been "put in a very bad position" by the negative 
press the sabotage has brought to the fight against trophy hunting. The tactics 
employed by Bearwatch include public advocacy and non-violent direct action. 

"People want change," said one Bearwatch representative. Now, organizers 
feel forced to "back-pedal" in order to distance Bearwatch from the acts of 
sabotage. The group is especially appalled by the poisoning of two terrier 
hunting dogs at the site of the firebombed encampment. 

No one seems to have any information as to the identity of the Earth 
Liberation Army or the parties responsible for the sabotage incidents. Phone 
calls to the media from a man named "Steve," who claims to be an ELA 
representative, seem to be the only clues. The letter concerning the Monashee 
firebombing is the first evidence of the ELA's existence, and there is strong 
speculation that the name may be entirely fabricated for media effect. 



Golf Course Overhaul 


Stevenson, WA — Vandals struck the Melissa Carlson-Price, chairwoman of 
site of the Northwest Forestry the Skamania County Board of 
Association annual conference even Commissioners, 
before timber executives arrived. The message was clear to the forestry 

Using rock salt, someone etched the association, the largest and most 
words "Stumps Suck" and "Corporate influential timber trade group in the 
Scum" into the putting greens on the region. "They say they want to have 
golf course at Skamania Lodge. Inside balance and be reasonable," said Jim 
the lodge, vandals sprayed a chemical Geisinger, president of the association, 
that left a pungent odor. "It smelled "I don't think those words are in that 
like rotten Limburger cheese," said group's vocabulary." 

— Associated Press 


BUY NOTHING DA Y! 

Tired of Corporate Welfare? 

Tired of being told that you are what you buy? 

Tired of being sold on participating in another day of protest?... 

Come on anyway and join us by protesting 
at your local Mall and tell everyone to 

BUY NOTHING! 

Sunday, September 24th 

We’re asking people all over to corporations. Pick your "favorite” 

participate in Buy Nothing Day. Join us products or corporations and tell people 

that day at your local Mall to to BUY NOTHING! That’s the general 

demonstrate our consumer power. Help theme and anything else is up to you! 

promote any of the dozens of corporate Some people might want to block a 

boycott campaigns sponsored by human lumberyard selling old growth or 

rights and environmental groups. rainforest wood, yell about slave labor 

Together our voices will be heard in the products, confiscate some illegal 

boardrooms and the media. Exercise rainforest furniture or stop the sale of 

freedom of speech at stores selling animal products or products tested on 

unethical products from giant, greedy animals... the list goes on and on. 

We’ll get you an action packet with corporate fact sheets, petitions and 
all sorts of goodies to help you tear down the Corporate Machine! 

Write or call Wetlands Preserve, 161 Hudson St. NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-4225 or 966-5244 fax (212) 925-8715. 



WITH EVERY FOREST THAT FALLS. . . WITH EVERY OIL SPILL . WITH EACH NEW CANCER 

MUST LEARN 

PATIENT DIAGNOSED... WITH EVERY NUCLEAR ACCIDENT... THE GNP GOES UP 

TO SUBTRACT 
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Colorado Regional 
Round River Rendezvous 

Earth Firstlers, earth defenders, everyone — come one, come 
all! — to Colorado's second annual Regional Round River Ren- 
dezvous, September 15-18, 1995 at Wild Ranch in Gulnare. 

Bring your workshops, musical instruments, camping gear, 
food (we have water), trinkets, Earth wisdom and good spirits. 
Let's have some fun while we explore ways to better protect 
what's left of the real world. Your thoughts, ideas, suggestions, 
and questions are welcomed. Please send a self-addressed stamped 
envelope for further information to Tim Haugen, PO Box 81, 
Gulnare, CO 81042 or Roger J. Wendell, PO Box 460101, Aurora, 
CO 80046, e-mail aq328@freenet.hsc.colorado.edu. 

Directions: take 1-25 to exit 30 or exit 34 to the small town of 
Aguilar. Either one will intersect with Main Street once you're 
in Aguilar. Head west on Main Street to San Antonio Avenue. 
San Antonio becomes County Road 43.7. The turn-off to Wild 
Ranch is in 12 miles. Here are some landmarks along the way: 
Eight miles outside of Aguilar is Gulnare with a post office and 
bar. Two miles past Gulnare is a fork in the road. Take the left 
fork (County Road 42.0). Turn off to Wild Ranch in 2.4 miles, 
where there is a collapsed farm house on the right. About 50 
yards after the farm house, take the ranch road that branches 
sharply to the right. Follow this road through two gates about 
half a mile back to the Wild Ranch house. 

There's lots of room and lots of nature — hope to see you there! 


Shasta Bioregional Gathering IV 


The Fourth Annual Shasta Bioregional Gathering will take place 
September 14-17 on the Austin creek flood plain in the redwoods. 
Bioregionalists from throughout the Shasta Bioregion, roughly 
from the Oregon border to the southern end of the Central Valley 
in California, will meet to share information and experiences 
concerning the spirit of bioregionalism, living bioregionally, 
bioregional health care, and the bioregional future. 

What is BIOREGIONALISM? According to Peter Berg, "Origi- 
nating from the Greek bio (life) and the Latin regere (territory), it 
is about reinhabiting our homes and living in close connection 
with the natural surroundings, deeply rooted and of the land we 
care for... an identifiable geographic area of interacting life 
systems that is self-sustaining ..." 

The weekend will be a mixture of the formal and the spontane- 
ous. Exhibits, musicians, local artwork, and ceremonies will be 
featured, combined with whatever YOU, the attending 
bioregionalists, care to share. For information and/or registration 
materials, call (707) 939-8601 or e-mail: lkinyon@igc.apc.org. 


Friends of Cove/Mallard 
Activist Orientation Center 


The Friends of Cove/Mallard have opened an orientation 
center in Missoula for activists protesting the logging of the 
Cove and Mallard timber sales in Idaho. 

The orientation center serves as a drop-off and pick-up point 
for food, clothing and material support for the Idaho base camp. 
Activists can leave messages or obtain ride information. 

The orientation center provides outreach materials, including 
action alerts, current news and visuals. A meeting space accom- 
modating up 20 people is available. The center offers sleeping 
space for up to six people, showers and a community kitchen. 

For further information, contact Darrell Geist or Storm Waters 
at (406) 728-0867. 
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9th Annual Forest Reform Rally 

The 9th Annual Forest Reform Rally will be held in conjunction with the Newton County 
Wildlife Association's 20th Anniversary Forest Fest, and the Ouachita Watch League's Fall Fest. 
This great celebration will be in Ponca, Arkansas, at Lost Valley Lodge and Canoe Rental (501- 
861-5522), on September 28 through October 2, 1995. Ponca is located near the Buffalo National 
River in the Ozark Mountains of Northern Arkansas. 

The conference programs will be primarily on Friday and Sunday with the NCWA's 20th 
Anniversary Forest Fest on Saturday, September 30. It will be an opportunity to enjoy a real Ozark 
celebration with home cooked food, music, craft booths and a raffle. The Ouachita Watch 
League will also host their Fall Fest programs on Saturday. 

The conference program will include discussion of how the forest products industry affects the 
environment from stumps to dumps, international corporate deforestation, forest health and 
salvage sales, subsidies on public lands, and how to take back our government. Presentations will 
include old-growth forests, watershed councils and citizen stream monitoring, hue forest health, 
alternative fibers and economies, the Endangered Species Act, acquiring and using GIS mapping, 
developing citizen management alternatives to US Forest Service plans, selection forest manage- 
ment, appeals and litigation, and wilderness survival skills. Organizational workshops will include 
fundraising, improving interpersonal communications, leadership development and outreach. 
Lighthawk will provide flights over the Ozark National Forest and the headwaters of the Buffalo 
National River. 

The Newton County Wildlife Association was founded in 1975 when a group of citizens sued 
the US Forest Service for aerial application of 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T on the Ozark National Forest. 
This Forest Reform gathering will offer a variety of opportunities to experience the most remote 
forest in the central highlands region. Travel arrangements can be made through Mike Stout at 
Sports & Adventure Travels, (800) 420-2655. All cabins at Lost Valley Lodge and Canoe Rental 
have already been reserved, but nearby cabins can be rented from Buffalo Outdoor Center by 
calling (800) 221-5514. Registration is $25. Camping is available on site at $5 per person per 
night, or $37 for registration and four nights camping. Meals offered by the Newton County 
Wildlife Association will be vegetarian and primarily organic. 

So mark your calendars, and bring your family to Newton County to enjoy an Ozark Forest 
Fest, September 28 through October 2. 


For more information contact Herb Culver or Karyn Zaremba, HC #33 Box #40A, Pettigrew, AR 
72752, phone (501) 861-5838; Newton County Wildlife Association, POBox 189, Jasper, AR 72641- 
0189; Dwayne Knox, phone (501) 428-5597, e mail: ncwa@ozarkbbs.boone.com. 



Dialing for Dole's Dollars 


Dole's evil, evil Regulatory "Deform" bill is on the move! Call the Dole/wise (ab)use sponsored 
toll-free number to fight it. Tell Dole what you think on his phone bill! The phone number is 
(800) 444-1555. The number connects you to a recorded message to contact a Senator by keying 
in a zip code. Upon receiving that info, their machine allows you to choose between Senators 
by pressing 1 or 2 on a touch tone phone. It's a very easy system to (ab)use. 

If Dole's Comprehensive Regulatory Reform Act (S. 343) became law, it would cripple all 
environmental, worker safety, and public health regulations. It rewrites all existing environmen- 
tal laws by emphasizing cost at the expense of protecting public health and could eradicate 
existing safeguards. It also prevents federal agencies from protecting public health (while wasting 
taxpayers dollars) due to cumbersome risk assessment and cost-benefit analysis requirements. 


Wild Rockies Wilderness Week August 14-20 


Come to the Cove/Mallard basecamp near Dixie, ID, and join the dedicated folks in this the fourth 
Summer of resistance. Learn about the largest US Forest Service timber sale in the lower 48 states and 
the impacts it could have on the lower Salmon/Selway watershed. [See article on page 4.] 

Wild Rockies Wilderness Week activities will include hikes into the Jack Creek road project and the 
active Noble timber sale area. Workshops scheduled include "Road Removal" by the Road Rippers, 
"Macho Banner Making" by Peggy Sue McRae, "Nonviolence Resistance" by Seeds of Peace, civil 
disobedience training and strategy sessions. There will be plenty of time for recreation including 
hiking, disc golf and the nightly campfires with EF! musicians. Food and tent space at the basecamp 
are FREE, but a donation is appreciated to help support the campaign. 

The Wild Rockies Wilderness Rally on Saturday will feature Forest Politics with Mike Bader of the 
Alliance for Wild Rockies, a legal beagle update by Ron Mitchell of the Idaho Sporting Congress, Grazing 
with Gary MacFarland, lowbagger advice by EF! presidential-wannabee Mike Roselle, songs and 
inspiration by Amy Newton McCann, and felonious music by Robert Hoyt and Conspiratorial Claude. 
Intermixed in the Rally will be poets, beer, action updates and other general shenanigans. 
Scheduled Events 

15-17 Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers "Create Your Own Media" Roadshow w/ Rich Doyle and 
Amy Newton McCann 

17 International Wild Rockies Day of Action!!! 

(If you can't make it to Idaho, contact the C/M Coalition for information on how to 
organize a protest at the federal facility nearest you. Let the Freddies know that 
resistance to their plans for C/M is intense and international.) 

19 Wild Rockies Wilderness Rally and Concert 

20 "Lost Cause" softball vs. the Nez Pierce Express @ 1 PM in Kamiah, ID ["Chief Looking 
Glass Days," a Nez Pierce Pow Wow, is being held the same weekend (19-20) and EF!ers 
are invited to attend some of the Pow Wow ceremonies.] 

For more information contact the Cove/Mallard Coalition at (208) 882-9755 or (406) 549-3978 or the 
Native Forest Network at (406) 251-2385. For a brief recorded "state of the campaign" message, updated 
weekly, call (801) 379-8925. If you really can't afford one phone call use the (800) 889-5277 number. 





CEMENTS 


Mojave EF! Forms to Fight for SoCal 

In the land of creosote bush, Joshua ecosystems, we welcome you. 
tree, desert tortoise and bighorn sheep, Mojave EF! intends to deal with: 

a new and uncompromising voice is • Off road vehicles/road density 
about to be heard. The Mojave desert • Implementation of the California 
needs a strong conservation advocate, Desert Protection Act of 1994 
and we intend to be that. • BLM's West Mojave Habitat Protec- 

Public lands protection will be a tion Plan 
major focus. Most of this desert is • Desert tortoise recovery 
owned by all Americans and "man- • Ward Valley Nuke Dump 
aged" by the Bureau of Land Manage- Please spread our address every- 

ment. Mojave EF! will reach out to where, put us on your mailing lists, 
activists across the bioregion and the and forward this information to any- 
i.A urban core of Southern California one who may want to join us. We 
in an attempt to push a conservation welcome your inquiries, support and 
agenda. suggestions. 

We need to hear from you! If you Mojave Earth First!, PO Box 842, 
live in the Mojave or Southern Cali- Barstow, CA 92312-0842, (619) 961- 
fornia and want to be a part of stop- 8489, e-mail: mojaveef@envirolink.org 
ping the destruction of pristine arid — For the Wild Desert, Mojave EF! 


RAG 


A collection of womyn's voices, work, photos, writings, poems, and art. 
Please send your contributions (work, art, stamps, etc.) to Billi Barker, PO 
Box 183, Harmony, ME 04942. This will be a low budget continuance of the 
womyn's Alarm. Deadline is the end of September, to be sent out in October. 
Let's reclaim the pre-patriarchal definition of HAG — a strong, beautiful 
womyn free of patriarchal oppression. Tell your wild womyn friends! 

Action For Justice 

SEAC 1995 National Conference 

It's conference time again. On Octo- ists from the environmental and social 
ber 13-15, the Student Environmental justice movements. Workshops will be 
Action Coalition (SEAC) will host its led primarily by students and will cover 
fourth national conference in Chapel both issues and organizing skills. 

Hill, North Carolina. The conference Invited speakers include MyrlieEvers- 

will bring together 3,000 young activ- Williams (NAACP), Vandana Shiva 
ists to share strategies for building (Third World Network), Speech (Ar- 
healthy communities and a healthy rested Development), Cecilia Rodriguez 
planet. (National Commission for Democracy 

With a New[t] Congress bent on de- inMexico-USA), and musical guest Rage 
stroying 25 years worth of environ- Against the Machine, 
mental legislation, we hope to channel SEAC is a grassroots, youth-run, and 

the momentum from the conference youth-led organization working for en- 
into organizing young people to take vironmental and social justice. For more 
an active role in shaping the outcome information about the SEAC 1995 Na- 
of the 1996 elections. tional Conference or about SEAC in 

This year's conference will focus on general, contact SEAC, PO Box 1168, 
the role of young people working for ChapelHill,NC27514-1168, (919)967- 
change, featuring many young activ- 4600, e-mail: SEAC@lgc.apc.org. 


LIVE WITH FRIENDS 
AS NEIGHBORS 

IN A RURAL C0-H0USIN6 COMMUNITY 

• 100 acres near Moab with creek & springs 

• Private and common land ownership 

• Environmental & Social sustainability 

• Consensus Decisions 

- seeking members - Box 1171 Moab Utah 84532 


Ward Valley Waste Wars 

The line in the sand has been drawn for the environmental defense of our time. 

On May 31, 1995 the US government announced the transfer of land in the 
Mojave Desert to the California Department of Health Services for US Ecology 
to begin construction of the Ward Valley Nuclear Waste Dump. The land 
transfer deal could be completed as soon as September 1 . 

The land transfer and the dump have been opposed by the inhabitants of the 
area. The Colorado River Native Nations Alliance, consists of the Fort Mojave, 
Chemeheuvi, Colorado River, Quechan and Cocopah first nations. The project 
continues on Native land despite the fact that all these tribes have been 
officially "recognized" as sovereign nations by the US government. 

The Ward Valley Nuclear Waste Dump — is it the crossroads or just another step 
on the path to oblivion? At a fundamental level it defies common sense to permit 
the dumping of the most toxic substance known into unlined trenches above a 
huge aquifer. Those who say that water vapor flow is from the aquifer up have just 
never been in the desert at the time of heavy rains, sheet flooding and snowfall. 
Ward Valley is prime habitat for wildlife of all types, including the desert tortoise, 
bighorn sheep and US! 

Join us for a celebration of unity and resistance, October 10-15, with music, food 
and nonviolent direct action preparations. Come to Interstate 40 at Water Road, 
20 miles west of the Colorado River. Look for the large signs to the encampment. 

Respect the Land! Desert tortoise burrows are easy to damage. They have lost 
half of their habitat in the last seven years, and we want save what's left. 

Contact the Desert Citizens Against Pollution at PO Box 492, Lancaster, CA 
93584, (805) 948-6291. 
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Earth First! doohickeys, knick knacks. 


Austin Lounge Lizards 

Witty, intelligent, country-western parody, Lizard 
songs poke fun at everything worth poking fun at. 

“Creatures From the Black Saloon” 

“Highway Cafe of the Damned” 

‘Taint Me on Velvet” “Lizard Vision” *LIVE* 

Tapes — $10 • CD — $15 


Greg Keeler 

Marvelous country-folk satire. Greg Keeler's wit 
must be heard to be fully appreciated and 
laughed at. 

“Songs of Fishing, Sheep 
and Guns in Montana”— $10 
“Talking Sweet Bye & Bye” — $10 
“Bad Science Fiction” — $10 


Walkin' Jim Stoltz 

Walkin' Jim's deep, powerful voice and wilderness- 

inspired lyrics will launch a howl in your heart. 

“The Vision”— $10 

“A Kid for the Wild”— $10 

“Listen to the Earth” — $10 

“Forever Wild”— $10 

“Spirit Is Still On The Run”— $10 


Darryl Cherney “Post-Modern Blues”— $10 -xrwizinsjrt 

Earth First! activist and media slut extraodinaire, “Enquiring Minds” — $10 I * CHKUNIG. 


his music is a campfire favorite. 

“I Had to be Bom This Century” — $12 

{Note: we are tempoarity out of Darryl’s other tapes.) 

Lone Wolf Circles 


Katie Lee 

Katie Lee's strong voice speaks to Colorado’s 
canyons, plateaus and people. 

“Colorado River Songs” — $8 


“jTCHKUNG! is the sound made by the machine 
in motion, stamping out mass produced media- 
ocrities.” They combine snare drums, violins, 
power saws and rebellious vocals to create a driving 
ethno/industrial/slam beat. This band threatens to 


A magical journey into the wilderness with 
poetry and music. 

“Oikos”— $12 

Citizens Band 

Hilarious songs, biting satire, and excellent harmo- 
nizing characterize this band from the Northwest. 

“A Pocketful of Rocks” — $10 

Alice DiMicele 

One of Oregon's most talented musicians. Alice 
celebrates love and life with her powerful voice. 
“Naked” Tape— $12 • CD— $15 
“Make a Change” — $12 
“It’s a Miracle” Tape— $12 • CD— $15 
“Too Controversial” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 
“Searching” Tape — $12 • CD — ■ $15 

EXIT-13 

A green, psychedelic GRIND band from 
Pennsylvania that advocates monkey wrenching, 
vegetarianism and hemp legalization. They have a 
cut on “ETHOS MUSIC” entitled “Earth First!” 
and a page in the liner notes dedicated to EF! 
“DON’T SPARE THE GREEN LOVE” 

•NEW* “ETHOS MUSIC’ 

CDs — only $10 

Robert Hoyt 

With his southern folk sound and witty biting 
lyrics, Robert is a favorite at rendezvous campfires. 
“Dumpster Diving ACROSS AMERICA” 

Tape— $12 -CD— $15 
“As American As You” — $12 

Scotty Johnson 

Rocky Mountain music with powerful lyrics. 
“Century of Fools” Tape — $8 


Go Down 
in EF! History 


Last call for submissions for the 1996 
EF! calendar. We are interested in 
dates of milestones in Earth 
First! and environmental 
history, pertinent quotes, 
photos, poetry and artwork. 


Send ideas and submissions to: 

Calendar Project 
EF! Journal, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 


Dana Lyons 

Dana's soulful voice and strong guitar convey a 
powerful, and often humorous, message. 

“Turn of the Wrench” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 
“Animal” — $12 

“At Night They Howl at the Moon” 

Environmental songs for kids with John Seed 
Tape— $12 • CD— $15 

Peg Millett 

A longtime Earth First! activist and convicted 
felonious monkeywrencher, Peg has one of the 
most beautiful voices you'll ever hear. 

“Clear Horizon” Tape— $12* CD— $ 1 7 
The CD contains all songs from the tape plus 
eleven songs from Gentle Warrior. 

“Gentle Warrior” — $12 

Casey Neill 

With Earth-based, inspiring lyrics and fast finger- 
picking, Casey's a noted Northwest musician 
and Earth First! activist. “Pawprints” — $12 

Bill Oliver 

Texan Bill Oliver sings rollicking Earth First! 
classics that have become favorite sing-alongs at 
campfires and rallies. 

“Better Things To Do” — $10 
“Texas Oasis” — $10 

Joanne Rand 

Joanne's strong and versatile voice climbs and 
dances through her inspirational songs and music. 
“Live”— $ 1 2 • “Home” — $ 1 2 
“Choosing Sides” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 

•NEW* “The Monkey Puzzle” 

CD— $15 


change the entire Earth First! music scene. 

• NEW* CD— $ 9 


BACK ISSUES 

We have a limited selection of Earth 
First! Journal back issues back to 
1984. They are only $1.50 each, 
and can be ordered using the 
merchandise order form. Be the 
first on your block to have an almost 
complete set. Hurry, cause they're 
disappearin' like the ozone layer. 



O a/rul tfvu £jybt9ju 


new from Joanne Rand 

The Monkey Puzzle 
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thingamabobs, baubles Cr sound fx 


Books 

Earth First! Songbook 

77 songs/33 artists/guitar chords/info — $10 

If An Agent Knocks 

In Spanish & English, 15 pages — $1 

The Monkeywrench Gang 

Fiction by Edward Abbey, 387 pages — $6 

A Sand County Almanac 

With Essays on Conservation from Round River 

By Aldo Leopold, 295 pages — $9 

Timber Wars and Other Writings 

By Judi Bari, 89 pages — $12 

Waste of the West: 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs, 602 pages — $28 

Wilderness on the Rocks 

By Howie Wolke, Ned Ludd Books, 240 pages — $15 

ECODEFENSE: 

A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching 

(1993) 3rd edition 

By Dave Foreman & Bill Haywood 

Ned Ludd Books, 750 pages — $18 



T-Shirts 

All t-shirt designs are available in medium, large 
and extra large; for XX large add an additional $3 

EF! Fist 

Green Fist on Unbleached — $10 
Black on Kelly Green or Red — $12 
Multi-color on Black or Forest Green — $13.50 

No Fucking Compromise 

White on Black — $12 

EF! Tools 

Black on Unbleached — $10 

Free the Earth 

Multi-color on Teal — $12 


•NEW SHIRTS* 



A HIGHER Law- 


unbroken WILDERNESS FOREVER 

Multi-color on unbleached — $12 



VISUALIZE 
Direct Action 

Black and White on Unbleached — $10 


(bumper) Stickers 

for your bike, bottle or backpack 

$1 each, except as marked 

•AMERICAN WILDERNESS: 

LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE (w/ USA Flag) 
•ANOTHER MORMON ON DRUGS 
•COPULATE DON'T POPULATE 
•DARWIN ( words inside fish w/ legs) 

•DEVELOPERS GO BUILD IN HELL 
•DON’T LIKE ENVIRONMENTALISTS? 

PUT THEM OUT OF WORK 
•DREAM BACK THE BISON, 

SING BACK THE SWAN 
•EARTH FIRST! 

•FIGHT THE POWER! 

•HAYDUKE LIVES! 

•I’D RATHER BE MONKEYWRENCHING 
•IF YOUR PECKER WAS AS SMALL AS MINE, 
YOU’D NEED A MUSCLE WAGON, TOO 

(on cheap paper @ .50 ea) 

•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, 

DON’T BECOME A FATHER 
•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DON’T BECOME ONE 
•NATIVE (w/ blue and green earth graphic) 

•NATURE BATS LAST 

•NOT POLITICALLY CORRECT 

•PAY YOUR RENT, WORK FOR THE EARTH 

•QUESTION TECHNOLOGY 

•REAL MEN-DON’T SHOOT WOLVES 

•REAL MEN-GET VASECTOMIES 

•RESCUE THE RAINFOREST 

•RESIST MUCH, OBEY LITTLE 

•SAVE THE DAMMED SALMON 

•SAVE THE WILD 

•STOP CLEARCUTTING 

•STOP CLEARCUTTING 

(on cheap paper @ .50 ea) 

•STOP PUBLIC LANDS RANCHING 
•STOP THE FOREST SERVICE, 

SAVE OUR WILD COUNTRY 
•SUBVERT THE DOMINANT PARADIGM 
•Thank you for not breeding. 

•THINK GLOBALLY, ACT LOCALLY 
•VISUALIZE INDUSTRIAL COLLAPSE 
•WOLVES, NOT COWS 


Clip and send to: Earth First! Merchandise, PO Box 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 

EARTH FIRST! MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 


Quantity Description Color Size Price 





































NAME STREET TOTAL 



CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


COUNTRY. 


Allow 4-5 weeks for delivery. Call us at (503) 741-9191 if you haven’t received your order. Please use this form for ordering. Thanks! 
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T-SHIPT POINTING FOP ECO-ACTIVISTS 


SURVIVAL LINES provides useful tools — T-SHIRTS — for people 
working to protect the Earth. All our shirts are available at bulk prices for environ- 
mental groups. If your group contemplates developing its own t-shirts to support 
your advocacy of the Earth, get in touch with us. We will guide you thru the process- 
- moving from idea thru graphic design to a final run of quality shirts. We currently 
print several of the shirts available in the EF! Journal. This print shop was bom in 
the Oregon environmental movement, but we also do shirts for musicians and others. 

New Shirts for SALE: A y 


KEEP THE OZONE One of a series of snowboarding frog designs 
produced to dramatize the increasing dangers to amphibians from the 
thinning ozone layer. The Front is a print of a highway sign that says ‘No 
Fossil Fuel’ and stands amidst skulls. The back is a six color print. Long 
sleeve, white, 100% cotton, M-L-XL, $12 on factory seconds. 

NO FOSSIL FUEL Graphic of gushing black oil well, 
splashing dmms and skulls with yellowed eyes/fading aqua earth 
in one eye socket (below). Printed on white background on 
assorted dark shirts— purple, black, burgundy, forest green, 
plum, or indigo (please list three color choices). Short sleeve, 
100% cotton, L-XL, $14 



m 








__ NO NEW 
... i FERRY 

STREET 

d bridge 

Black 311(1 green 

, If* graphic of an 

/KgH* approach to an 

as phalt & steel 

street' graphic was 

part of a success- fill citizen's campaign to stop a massive 
highway renovation in Eugene. We throw it out to the 
Universe for all activists. Back of shirt has NO FOSSIL 
FUEL image (shown at left). Printed on factory seconds. 
Shortsleeve, white, 100% cotton M-L-XL-XXL, $10 

OF INTEREST: 

CITIZEN FISH We printed a new t-shirt design for 
Citizen Fish’s 1994 Arizona, California, and Nevada tour 
(not shown). The image of yellow, orange, and white is 
available. Short sleeve, black, 100% cotton, $10 
Send SASEfor 4 FREE stickers and an informative brochure. All 
prices include shipping. Multiple shirts to the same address subtract 
$2. Send check or M.O. with written instructions to: Box 1 0324, 
Eugene, OR 97440-2324. Retail stores may also inquire. Write, 
call or fax. _ . ^ ^ ^ . 

503 - 689-8976 


FwlMDS Of TH£ Vlo Lf is atrrertWy sdreUmo a -&J I under 

road shoot -to shed on iU. cruel and 

tuol-C kilp progra.Au Slides, video, and uhai 
yen. Oxy\ do E© h-eip cxre, on "ikL aae/i dec. you. or 
you/ has a. co&ishop, ^+ude(ri union or otUr 

space aya.laJ.le and uio old li kcio host a. S L 0 

axil raw. ect «W- 2 ft)-<? 256 > and C 

and: number; 


T ft on e 

3-[ome. 




Now you can call anywhere on the planet, save money, 
and benefit the Earth First! Journal all at once! 


With our new Affinity Long Distance program, your rates 
will be custom set 10%* below your current long-distance 
carrier's charges, including any discount plan! And the 
EF! Journal will earn 5% on all your calling as well. 


SIGN UP TODAY! CALL OR WRITE FOR AN APPLICATION: 


Earth First! Journal, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 

(503) 741-9191 


*Most small businesses will save 20%! Inquire. 




TAKE HEART! 


We promise "Plain talk for 
Interesting Times." 
Politics, ecology, 
social justice, animals, 
city/country issues. 
From the heart. 
Opinion © Fiction © Poetry 
$3.50, sample; $28, 1 yr. sub. 


COUNTRY CONNECTIONS 


P.O. Box 674:8, 

Dept EF 

Pine Mountain, CA.95222-6748 
805.242.1047 
fax 805.242.5704 

e-maiJ coountryinJ<:@aoi.com 


The shaded box below is 
for subscription sales 
commissioners' addresses. 
Write your name in here 
if you sell a $25 
subscription to someone 
and we will send you $5. 
IT'S A DEAL YOU CAN'T 
PASS UP! 


HOW ABOUT A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE JOURNAL!?! 



Clip and send to 



EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL 

Subscriptions, PO Box 1415 
Eugene, OR 07440 
(503) 741-9191 

O$500 Lifetime Subscription 


CD $25 Regular Rate 

O $15-20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library 
CD $35 (US$) Surface Mail, International 

O $ DONATION 


CD $35 First Class Mail: US, Canada or Mexico 
o $35 Brown Bag (First Class in a plain wrapper) 
CD $45 (US$) Air Mail, International 
o $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 


Subscriber Name 

Address 

City 


State 


Zip 


Country. 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential. If you use an alias, make sure that the post office knows that you, 
or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. And don't worry, we never trade lists. 
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Earth First! Directqrv 


ALASKA 

Alaska EF! Wally World 

POB 670647, Chugiak, AK 99567 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

ARIZONA 

Phoenix EF! 

POB 8795, Phoenix, AZ 85066 
Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
CALIFORNIA 
Northcoast EF! 

POB 4796, Areata, CA 95521 
(707) 825-7088 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Cherney 

POB 34, Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
(707) 839-5847 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Nevada County EF! 

374 Mill St., Grass Valley, CA 95945 
(916) 274-2956 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

Bay Area EF! Hotline (510) 848-8724 

Wiley Coyote 

POB 74283, Davis, CA 95617 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 72291, Davis, CA 95616 
(916) 753-1678 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
N. Orange County EF! 

POB 693, Yorba Linda, CA 92686-0693 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4960-593, Irvine, CA 92716 
(714) 451-3578 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381', N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 906-6833 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, -#102 
Pasadena, CA 91107-6921 
(909) 338-5856 
Mojave EF! 

POB 842, Barstow, CA 92312-0842 
(619) 961-8489 
mojaveef@envirolink.org 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 33663, San Diego, CA 92163 

COLORADO 

Walkabout 

POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 
(303) 943-2354 

San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 

Michael Lewinski 

2040 16th St., Boulder, CO 80302 

(303) 443-7436 

Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
aq328@freenet.hsc.colorado.edu 
Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 
The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Kirsten Atkins 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Roaring Fork EF! 

Ill Polo Road 

Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Alachua EF! 

3108 SE 16th Terr, Gainesville, FL 32641 
(904) 375-1454 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
Tate Student Center, U of GA 
Athens, GA 30602 

HAWAII 

Christopher Hope-Cowing 
POB 1031, Makawao, HI 96768 
(808) 572-2546 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation 
1501 1/2 N. 13th St., Boise, ID 83702 
(208) 345-8077 
Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 882-9755, fax (208) 883-0727 
ILLINOIS 
Chicago EF! 

POB 6424, Evanston, IL 60204 
Red Buffalo EF! 

POB 185, Normal, IL 61761 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 


INDIANA 

South Central Indiana EF! 

POB 411, Madison, IN 47250 

Mike McKinney 

10587 Oak Knoll Dr. East 

Rome City, IN 46784 

MAINE 

Maine EF! 

POB 183, Harmony, ME 04942 
Solon EF! 

RFD 1, Box 4025, Solon, ME 04979 
Bob and Amy 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
MARYLAND 
Anacostia-Rock Creek EF! 

POB 5625, Takoma Park, MD 20913 
(301) 270-0857 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass EF! 

POB 708, Littleton, MA 01460-2708 

(508) 952-6215 

Eco-boy 

POB 3150, Martha's Vineyard, MA 02557 
Mid-Connecticut River Valley EF! 
POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 
MICHIGAN 
Red Cedar EF!/ 

MSU Mt. Graham Coalition 

127 Whitehills Drive 

E. Lansing, MI 48823 

(517) 351-4490 

MINNESOTA 

Big Woods EF! 

c/o Arise! Bookstore 

2441 Lyndale Ave. South 

Minneapolis, MN 55405 

MISSOURI 

Big River EF! 

50 Clarkson Ctr., Suite 493 
Chesterfield, MO 63017 
Ray O McCall 
Rt. 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 

Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 
(314)443-6832 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 
Chinquapin Resistance 
POB 3093, St. Louis, MO 63130 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies BiodiversityProject 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 585-9211 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 

370 Bordeaux Road 

Chadron, NE 69337 

(308) 432-3458 

NEW IERSEY 

Dirty, Rotten Radicals 

103 Delavan St. 

New Brunswick, NJ 08901 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 

POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 

(201) 748-4322 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 40445, Albuquerque, NM 87196 
(505) 256-9184 
NEW YORK 

Greater Adirondack Bioregion 
1523 Phoenix Avenue 
Schenectady, NY 12308 
Wetlands Preserve/James Hansen 
161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244, fax (212) 925-8715 
Foghorn 

Quadrilateral Commisson 
POB 703, Huntington, NY 11743 
(516) 424-6499 

NORTH CAROLINA 

KatuahEF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

POB 14113, Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
(216) 397-9295 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 

Hock-Hocking Watershed EF! 
Whaley Mander 

8 N. Court St. # 307, Athens, OH 45701 
(614) 594-6400 
OKLAHOMA 
Ecocentric Vegans EF! 

POB 891646, OKC, OK 73189-1646 


OREGON 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll. SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Central Ecotopia EF! 

427 SW Madison #113 
Corvallis, OR 97333 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 343-7305, swef@efn.org 
Kangaroo EF! 

POB 332, Williams ,OR 97544 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(503) 592-3386 

Blue Mts. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Preserve Appalacian Wilderness/ 
Mid-Atlantic Biodiversity Project 
917 Church St., Indiana, PA 15701 
(412) 349-5936 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave., Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 237-A Elk Ln., Montrose, PA 18801 

TENNESSEE 
Katuah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(615) 624-3939 

TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

POB 7292, U Stn., Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 320-0413 
Corpus Christi EF! 

4114 Claudia 
Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W 700 S, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Two Rivers EF! 

POB 85, Sharon, VT 05065 
Biodiversity Liberation Front 
The ALARM 

J.R., POB 804, Burlington, VT 05402 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(703) 885-6983 

Massive Retaliation 

2129 General Booth Blvd. #253 

Virginia Beach, VA 23454-5872 

(804) 468-3180 

Sherman 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 

WASHINGTON 

Olympic EF! 

Whole Bird, 112 Umatilla 
Port Townsend, WA 98368 
Seattle EF! WA EF! Bulletin 
POB 60164, Seattle, WA 98160 
CheetwootEF! ENTMOOT! 

POB 10147, Olympia, WA 98502 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 
Rt. 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 
(304) 754-9161 
Wishetee 

POB 226, Glenville, WV 26351 

WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters Journal 
& Midwest Headwaters Action 
c/o Madison Peace Co-op 
731 State, Madison, WI 53711 
(608) 255-8765 or (608) 241-9426 
Hank Bruse 
235 Travis Drive 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 
(715) 423-5636 
North Forests EF! 

POB 725, Oshkosh, WI 54902 
(414) 426-2357 

SUPPORT JAILED 
ACTIVISTS 

Use Olson 

B48426, POB 5001 
Dwight, II. 60420 

National Activist Network 
POB 19515 

Sacramento, CA 95819 
(916)452-7179 


International EF! Directory 


AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 
John Seed 

POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 

(066) 21-85-05 

EF! Australia 

Canopy, POB 1 738Q GPO, 

Melbourne 3001, Victoria 

(03) 354-7972, fax (03) 416-2081 

CANADA 

EF! Vancouver 

2484 McGill, Vancouver, BC V5K 1G8 

(604) 473-0174 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 

EF! Manitoba 

15-222 Osborne St. South 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 

(204) 453-9052 

EF! Toronto 

PO Box 70, 1576 Queen St West 

Toronto, Ontario M6R 1A6 

(416) 534-5323 

EF! Ottawa 

Box 4612 Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 

EF! Montreal 

Diffusion Noire 

c/o Librairie Alternative 

2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 

Montreal, PQ H2X 2T3 

DENMARK 

EF! Denmark 

c/o Troels Floe, 5,th 

43 Absalonsgade, 1658 Copenhagen V 

(45)31228241 

ENGLAND 

(Over 60 local groups exist in the British 
Isles; for a list, write to one of them.) 
Leeds EF! 

16 Sholebroke Ave., Chapeltown 
Leeds LS7 3HB, Yorkshire 
(0532) 629427 or 629365 
cornerstone@gn.apc.org 
London EF! 

Cooltan Bldg., 372 Coldharbour Ln. 
Brixton, London, SW9 
(071) 737-0100 
Manchester EF! 

Dept. 29, 1 Newton St. 

Piccadilly, Manchester Ml 1HW 
(061) 225-7128 
Norwich EF! 

Des Keane, 48 Bethel Street 
Norwich, Norfolk 
(0603) 631007, fax: (0603) 666879 
E-mail: gn:reforest 

Earth First! 


Oxford EF! 

Box E, 111 Magdalen Road 
Oxford OX4 IRQ 
(0865) 201706, fax: (0865) 201705 
E-mail: gmeartharc 
South Downs EF! 

Prior House, 6 Tilbury Place 

Brighton/East Sussex BN2 2GY 

FRANCE 

Resistance verte 

Editions ARS, BP 890 

44022 Nantes Cedex 01 

GERMANY 

EF! Germany 

Avalon, Friedrich-Ebert-Str. 24 
45127 Essen 

INDIA 
Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009)484-25435 SAVE 
Bander Bagicha 
Near Maurya LokPATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 
PHILIPPINES 
Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 
Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
POLAND 

Workshop For All Beings 
ul. Modrzewskiego 29/3, 

43-300 Bielsko, Biala 
fax: 0048-30-29496 

RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80, tretyput@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 

SCOTLAND 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
+44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 
fax: +44 (0)41 424 3688 
scotree@gn.apc.org 

SLOVAKIA 

Earth First! 

A, Hlinku 1 1, 96001 Zvolen 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Dernandes 

Taller de E. A. A CURUXA 

J. B. XelmirerJ, Campus Universitario 

1570 S Santiago 

phone: 584321, fax: 584533 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
c/o Nadia Shevchenko 
Glushkova 17-22, Kiev, 252187 
(044) 266-93-10, nadia@glas.apc.org 


Campaigns 6 Projects 


The Boycott Quarterly 
POB 30727, Seattle, WA 98103 
Carmageddon c/o EFIUK 
9 Cazenove Road 
London, N16 6PA UK 
Cascadia Fire Ecology 
Education Project 
POB 3563, Eugene, OR 97403 
Coast Watch 

POB 1811, Rockland, ME 04841 
Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers 
Video Project 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867 


l or changes to the 
Directory write or call: 

Earth First! Journal 

POB 1415 
Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 741-9191 



Fund for Wild Nature 

A non-profit, tax-exempt foundation 
which funds scientific research, 
education and literature projects. 
Funding proposals can be sent to: 

Fund for Wild Nature 

POB 1657 

Corvallis, OR 97339 
(503) 757-1780 


Direct Action Fund 

POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 376-7329, fax 631-7958 

Kids for Konservation 
Eagle Watch 

c/o EF!], POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 
Ranching Task Force 
POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 
(602) 578-3173 

Sea Defense Alliance (SeDnA) 

POB 67121, Scotts Valley, CA 95067 

Video Warriors 

POB 2182 , Berkeley, CA 94702 

Warrior Poets Society 

ASUC Box 361 

Berkeley, CA 94720-1111 


SUMMER 

a season for 

GIVING 


Tis the season to be jolly, 
merry and all like that. 
(Why wait?) Think of trees 
and presents and how good 
it feels to give! Our favorite 
color is green and we'll take 
any size. Donate some 
Summer cheer directly to 
.. 

groups listed here and/or to 
us at the Earth First! 
Journal. Make checks 

payable to Earth First! 

'• .... ' ' ' • ■ 

Earth (First!) Day!" 
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Daily Planet Publishing 

Earth First! Journal 
PO Box 1415 
Eugene, OR 97440 
USA 
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Cove/Mallard Spiked? 




Environment & Society Portal 
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1995). Republished by the Environment & Society Portal, Multimedia 
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The Rachel Carson Center's Environment & Society Portal makes archival materials openly 
accessible for purposes of research and education. Views expressed in these materials 
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Mass Action for Headwaters 

264 arrested with more to follow... 


Vol, XV, No. VIII 

$3.50 


Southwest Logging 
Halted 


by Randy Ghent 

Under cloudy Humboldt County 
skies, amid Earth flags and colorful 
banners, a jubilant crowd of nearly 
2,000 descended into the heart of 
redwood country to express their 
outrage with MAXXAM/Pacific 
Lumber's (PL) proposed logging in 
the Headwaters Grove, the largest 
unprotected ancient redwood forest 
on Earth. 

The September 15 rally included 
people from many walks of life: ur- 
ban Food not Bombers, grandmoth- 
ers, timber workers, toddlers, local 
housewives and dreadlocked hippies. 
The date marked the close of the 
endangered marbled murrelet's nest- 
ing season and the opening of the 
biggest show of support for Headwa- 
ters since 1990's Redwood Summer. 
Earth First!, in coalition with 40 other 
groups, rallied at PL's mill in Carlotta, 
California, for three hours before 
marching two-by-two for over a mile 
down Highway 36 to one of the 

company's Headwaters access gates. 

Headwaters activists planned the 
demonstration to coincide with the 
official end of the marbled murrelet's 
nesting season, after which the US 
Fish & Wildlife Service would allow 
logging in murrelet habitat to pro- 
ceed. Pacific Lumber is permitted, 
under a state salvage logging loop- 
hole, to "remove" ten percent of the 
forest's "dead, dying and diseased" 
trees. Pacific Lumber intends to log 
downed trees throughout Headwa- 


ters by helicopter, ignoring the vital 
ecological role of such trees. To add 
insult to injury, PL would get them 
all for free, since the state Board of 
Forestry does not count downed trees 
under the ten percent salvage ex- 
emption limit. 

Along with a long list of local ac- 
tivist speakers, the rally included 
actor Ed Begley, Jr., author Joanna 
Macy and Lama Yeshe, a Buddhist 
monk. Yeshe received the loudest 
cheer of the day upon reading a state- 
ment of support from the Dalai Lama 
himself: "Whosoever is responsible 
for the cutting of even one redwood 
tree will spend many lifetimes in the 
lower realms as a hungry ghost or as 
a hell being. This is what the Buddha 
taught." 


Music from Clan Dyken, Alice 
DiMicele and Casey Neill inspired 
and entertained the festive crowd 
that featured locals and activists from 
across the nation. The event was 
staged from beginning to end, with 
the police and even Pacific Lumber 
assisting in the planning. Timber in- 
dustry supporters held a counter- 
demonstration down the highway at 
the local grange hall, with about 50 
people in attendance. 

The rally continued after the peace- 
ful march, as 264 members of the com- 
munity and visiting activists waited 
patiently for their turn to cross a spray- 
painted line in an act of Gandhian- 
style civil disobedience. Police had 

continued on page 28 


by KierAn Suckling 

On August 24, 1995, US District 
Judge Carl Muecke ordered a halt to 
commercial timber harvesting on all 
eleven southwestern national forests 
and the Navajo Reservation. This full 
injunction is to remain in effect until 
the Forest Service and the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs initiate Endangered Spe- 
cies Act consultation with the US Fish 
and Wildlife Service (FWS) over the 
effects of their forest plans on the 
threatened Mexican spotted owl. Once 
consultation begins, a few sales may 
be released if the Forest Service can 
convince the judge that they are not 
an "irretrievable commitment of re- 
sources." The rest will continue to be 
enjoined for three to five months. 

Judge Muecke's order ended a long 
history of Forest Service stupidity and 
denial. 

The forests of the Southwest are pre- 
dominantly ponderosa pine (about 70 
percent). Logging operations have con- 
centrated on these areas since the 
1880's because ponderosa is valuable 
and easy to access, generally growing 
on flat plateaus and rolling hills. By 
the mid-80s old-growth ponderosa was 
virtually wiped out. It was clear there 
weren't enough large pines remaining 
to sustain the old-growth mills. Rather 
than take the hint, the Forest Service 
decided to import steep slope logging 
techniques from the Pacific North- 
west, and shift over to the mixed- 

continued on page 7 



2000 people turn out in support of Headwaters 


Rainforest Defense in British Columbia: 

Interfor Sent Packin' by Native/Enviromental Alliance 


Imagine a vast temperate rainforest. The shades of 
green are seemingly limitless. Thick mats of moss 
grow in the interstices of huge, ancient trees. Rivers of 
immense power carve their way through glacier- 
scarred granite, their clarity and pearly gray-green 
hue a testament to the health of the watershed above. 
Grizzlies and humans feast on salmon, and wolf 
tracks trace the shoals at low tide. Imagine an intact 
roadless area encompassing 200 million acres — four 
times as large as Clayoquot Sound; the last biological 
reservoir on the coast of North America capable of 
restoring the salmon and land ecosystems of the 
devastated areas elsewhere. 

Though fantastic, this place is no fantasy. Dubbed 
the "Great Coast Forest" by members of the Forest 
Action Network (FAN), this remote wilderness lies on 
the mid-coast of British Columbia. Like seemingly all 
forests, it too is threatened. Multinational timber 
corporations such as International Forestry (Interfor) 
have planned a blizzard of clearcuts and roads for the 
area over the next five years. 

Such lunacy will not — cannot — go uncontested. 
FAN, at the invitation of the Nuxalk Nation (one of 
the sovereign nations of the area), has committed 


itself to the establishment of a full-time campaign to 
protect the Great Coast Forest. 

Talyu Hot Springs 

A major component of the campaign is to help 
begin a visionary project with the Nuxalk people to 
reoccupy ancient village sites and assert their sover- 
eign right to cherish and protect their land. In April 
and May, FAN activists worked alongside the Nuxalk 
at the Talyu Hot Springs, constructing the first of two 
planned structures. Talyu is one of three hot springs 
sites the Nuxalk consider sacred, and the only one 
that remains unlogged. However, Interfor has plans 
to log it, and in June the Ministry of Environment 
delivered an ultimatum to the Nuxalk to abandon 
the site. In response, Nuxalk and FAN activists began 
a round-the-clock occupation of Talyu. As a result, 
Interior's plans to log the hot springs have been put 
on hold for six months. 

The Resistance 

This nascent, yet powerful. First Nations/environ- 
mental alliance began another major action Septem- 
ber 4, when an "Ewok Village" was constructed 80 



Nuxalk traditionalists defend their culture and their forests 


continued on page IS 
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fill 


Throw the 01' Dog a Bone, Won't You? 


J Without a 

doubt there 
has been more 

your crisp, new 

cated to north- 

that it is bi- 

the Journal had 
^ served its time 
in Missoula 
S ''G( and it was time 

to find it a new 

home. It was no shock that it stayed in the US, and it did 
not surprise me that it stayed in the west. 

If we expect the paper to stay in the US, we all need to 
accept the bias it will have — the fact that it will have a 
heavy regional bias. But the shit is hitting the fan every- 
where. Think of your bioregion: You would not be reading 
this paper and (possibly) be wearing that EF! fist if it 
weren't for a local "problem." Now, multiply that by a 
bazillion and you find yourself here at the EF!J trying to 
figure out what articles to run. 

We do the best we can to get the news out, but take a 
quick look at what has happened in the past month and a 
half, and see if you don't agree with me that prioritizing 
issues is easier said than done: 

In the South Pacific, the French government is tossing 
nuclear bombs like salt into the Pacific Ocean, people from 
around the world are protesting and rioting; still, the tests 
continue. In British Columbia, native sovereigntists have 
armed themselves to take on the provincial government; 
rounds have been exchanged and one activist has been 
shot. Meanwhile, on the other side of the country, the 
Ontario Provincial Police opened fire on group of native 
protesters, killing one man and injuring two others. Hun- 
dreds of dolphins are washing up dead on the beaches of the 
east coast, while the west coast is finding dozens of harbor 
seals dead on its shores. Then, here in the Northwest, 
activists are frantically trying to defend Headwaters, Warner 
Creek and Sugarloaf simultaneously. No one will disagree 
that the world is going to hell in a hand basket. Yet here we 


are at the Journal trying to decide what gets covered, what 
gets bumped to next issue, and inevitably, what gets dumped. 

The reality of regionalism is easily illustrated in this issue; 
two of three front page articles deal with the west coast, and 
the front chunk of the paper is more of the same. At the same 
time, you can not deny that it is humbling to realize the full 
impact of the events crashing down, one upon another, 
here in the Northwest. Just the same, however, we may not 
know what is going "down" in your area. Here in Eugene we 
can grasp the frenzy involved with Warner Creek, Headwa- 
ters and Sugarloaf because we live here. Their defense is in 
our hands; we have been to these places and felt them under 
our feet. You too have felt the pulse of the place you are 
fighting for; Sears Island is as real to someone from Maine 
as is Warner Creek to any activist in Eugene. You should tell 
us that; we need to know what is going on in your area. The 
newspaper clippings in the mail are nice, sometimes infor- 
mative, but they are not submissions. You must tell us in 
your words, about the actions, the politics, the legislation, 
the litigation. This is the power you have with the Journal ; 
it is the voice of the movement, a movement you are part of 
and need to speak to. 

We draw strength from each other's actions and energy. 
We learn from one another's victories and mistakes. The 
information needs to be passed along. You are the link that 
keeps the Journal in touch with local issues. Be persistent, 
and maybe with time the Journal will slowly lose its 
regional focus. The Journal will always struggle to avoid 
being too regional. But in that struggle, you play a key role. 

It is hard to teach an old dog new tricks, and when it 
comes to the Journal the staff here is already busy chasing 
its own tail... so give 'em a bone every once in a while to 
chew on. Just don't make them have to play fetch! 

— Michelle Stewart 



The EF! Journal staff would like to extend our 
thanks to the Stern/Jerome marriage for think- 
ing of us during their wedding. In lieu of gifts, 
they suggested that guests send a donation to 
the Journal. We thank the guests for their gener- 
osity. We wish you all happiness in the future. 

The Journal has now officially taken a pro-mar- 
riage position and encourages all EFlers to pair up, 
tie the knot, and send us donations! 



Mabon 


by Peggy Sue McRae 


Mabon is the celebration of Fall Equinox. Mother Nature gives her 
farewell tribute to the waning sun by reflecting the colors of fire. 
Translucent sun-gold maple leaves spiral like sparks in quick gusts of 
wind. Pumpkins glow orange in the fields as if they were embers banked 
down for the night. Mother Nature carefully selects her evening wear. 
Black velvet sky, scarlet rosehip jewels and a glowing amber orb, the 
harvest moon, adorn her as she steps into the night. It's the night of the 
harvest ball. Equal partners, day and night, meet at the dance and swing 
in a brief tango. They will meet again at Spring Equinox on the other side 
of the circle. 

Putting up plum preserves, pressing apple cider and brewing hops for 
beer are acts of transition that will see us through the coming Winter 
months. Autumn is the bountiful time, the time to celebrate the 
generosity of the Earth. 
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ESA victory prompts backlash 


by Bart Semcer 

On June 29, 1995, the US Supreme Court ruled in 
the case of Bruce Babbit v. Sweet Home Chapter of 
Communities for a Great Oregon et al., and that 
decision will prove to be one of the most important 
events in the evolution of American environmental 
policy. In its wake we shall see either the mainte- 
nance of the status quo in endangered species pro- 
tection by the United States, or the transformation 
of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) from 
one of the strongest pieces of conservation 
law ever enacted into a document man- 
dating ineffective strategies designed to 
achieve results that fall short of those 
envisioned by the current ESA. 

The case of Babbit v. Sweet Home origi- 
nated over a decade ago in a suit brought by 
the timber industry (Sweet Home) against 
the Department of the Interior over US Fish 
and Wildlife Service (FWS) regulations gov- 
erning private land use. Under the author- 
ity of Section 9 of the ESA, which prohibits 
the "take" of protected species, FWS for- 
bade the modification of endangered spe- 
cies habitat by landowners. 

The Endangered Species Act defines 
"take" as to "harass, harm, pursue, hunt, 
shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture or collect 
or to engage in any such conduct." The 
Fish and Wildlife Service made the reason- 
able determination that habitat modifica- 
tion would fall under the definition of 
"take" because it would inevitably "harm" 
species by depriving them of the environ- 
ment necessary for their survival. This 
effectively locked up large amounts of 
private forest land, particularly in the Pa- 
cific Northwest and the Southeast, which 
are home to species such as the northern 
spotted owl and the red cockaded woodpecker, 
respectively. The timber industry contested the 
government's regulatory definitions, seeing them 
as overly broad and beyond the intended scope of 
the law, so that when the case reached the Supreme 
Court, it was the practical meanings of two words, 
"take" and "harm" which were at issue. 

The government's argument rested on the scien- 
tific understanding that in order to conserve a 
species in the wild, its habitat must also be con- 
served, and that if its habitat is somehow altered or 
destroyed, the species is placed at increased risk 
which constitutes a "harm" being done to the spe- 
cies. While this may be the scientific case, some of 
the more conservative members of the Court were 
reluctant to accept that it was the legal case. They 
argued that while habitat modification may consti- 


tute harm in a real world sense, it may not in the 
abstract, legal term of "take" as employed in the 
ESA. Justice Scalia at one point stated this view by 
saying "When you say 'take' an animal, it means 
you hunt the animal, reduce it to your control by 
wounding it, by killing it, by harming it. It means 
harming the animal, not harming the forest, which 
causes the animal to starve to death. To say that 
that's taking an animal seems to me just weird." But 
despite Scalia's needling, the government managed 


to stick to their argument that the intent of Section 
9 of the ESA is to prohibit all types of harm to 
protected species, be they direct or otherwise. 

When it was time for the timber industry to 
present its case they were represented by John 
Macleod of the Washington, DC, law firm of Crowell 
and Moring. Macleod argued the Secretary of the 
Interior had overstepped his boundaries in issuing 
the Section 9 regulations, because they focused on 
the effects" of landowner's actions and not the ac- 
tions themselves. The gist of his argument was that 
if someone went spotted owl hunting, and killed 
some owls, that would constitute an illegal take 
under the law because the intended purpose of the 
action was to harm a protected species. However, if 
a landowner logged a stand of old-growth forest for 
the purpose of making a profit from the timber, and 


as a result of the logging the spotted owls who lived 
in the stand died, the landowner could not be 
charged with an illegal take because the activities 
which led to the owls' deaths were not themselves 
illegal nor was their purpose to kill owls. In response 
to this argument, Justice Kennedy pointed out that 
according to the law, the killing of endangered 
species is illegal plain and simple, and with this 
being the case, Macleod's logic did not conform 
with the common law understanding that those 
who break the law for different purposes 
still have broken it equally. 

In a 6-3 ruling the High Court held that 
FWS 1 definitions of "harm" and "take" 
were reasonable and in turn affirmed the 
intent of the ESA to regulate private land 
use. Writing for the majority, Justice John 
Paul Stevens justified the Court's opinion 
by citing two Congressional reports devel- 
oped during the time the ESA was being 
debated in Congress. The Senate report 
stated that, "Take is defined in the broad- 
est possible manner to include every con- 
ceivable way in which a person can 'take' 
or attempt to 'take' any fish or wildlife...," 
while the House report defined "take" to 
include "harassment, whether intentional 
or not." Stevens also wrote that Congress 
must have intended for the law to have 
authority over private land or else it would 
not include a permitting system to allow 
for the "incidental take" of species by 
landowners. 

Summing up the Court's position on the 
ESA, Stevens quoted the late Chief Justice 
Burger's opinion in the case of TV A v. Hill, 
the famous snail darter case, where the 
court said that "the plain intent of Con- 
gress [in enacting the ESA] was to halt and 
reverse the trend toward species extinc- 
tion, whatever the cost." 

The political fallout from this decision started to 
become apparent as Congress returned to Washing- 
ton after its August recess. Industrial interests are 
not at all pleased with the decision and the implica- 
tions it will have on their doing business, and 
because the ESA is now seen to be a threat to private 
property rights, the movement against the Act is 
growing in size and political stature. 

William Perry Pendley, of the Mountain States 
Legal Foundation, says if the Sweet Home decision 
is allowed to stand, it will mean, "The Department 
of the Interior, Fish and Wildlife, and its armed 
employees have jurisdiction over every acre of pri- 
vate property in this country... [The Sweet Home 

continued on page 28 




Letters to the Editors 


Dear Collective Shit for Brains, 

What in the hell are we doing?!? My 
own "liberal" college town can't get a 
handful of EF!ers to meet in an incredible 
library of alternative literature that can 
barely pay its rent. The inspirational 
Katuah Journal vanished into thin air along 
with the thoughtful minds that gave it 
such power. I cannot find a friend who 
doesn't insist on sending her children to 
daycare or deserting her baby in its crib 
with a bottle of formula shoved into its 
mouth. 

Everyone, everywhere is looking to get 
out of here (wherever "here" is) and start 
living this mythical life somewhere else. 
You know the story, it's your biography. 
In the words of a wise author, "everyone is 
just waiting!" Stop it. Now. Find a damn 
bioregion with a couple of people you like 
and stay there, even when things go wrong. 
It has never been enough to fight with 
words and actions alone. We must live the 


lifestyle. No more commutes, no more 
weekly trips to the grocery store, no more 
money, no more excuses. The Earth needs 
us all to sink our roots deep into her soils 
and be tribal warriors. A tiny gust can 
blow over a tree with shallow roots, but 
even a hurricane cannot destroy all the 
trees in a forest. Take a deep breath, heal 
your wounds, trust yourself and a few 
others, and find the home you will fight 
for. Do it right now. 

— Lonely and searching for you 

Dear Sirs: 

If there's one thing I can't stand it's 
hope. Quit it! Anybody [who] spends three 
minutes — one minute — just one good 
minute paying attention to things knows 


there isn’t any hope. 

Not for us, not for no- 
body. Not even for 
rocks. Any honest per- 
son who gives one seri- 
ous minute pondering the ’ 
ozone hole knows there's 
no hope. Pondering 
chinook salmon knows there's no hope. 
Hope is dishonest. Hope is for people 
who are weak. So stop all this useless 
hoping. Put an end to it! No more hope! 
We have nothing to fear, but hope! 

Ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha 
ha ha ha ! ! ! 

Sincerely Yours, 

— Tuber Q. Losis 
Stony Rubbish, Nebraska 


O 
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SHARKS, RAYS AND A BOW HUNTER'S BAD DAY 

Sea DeFense AIUance VicTORious iN FiRST Action 



Good morning! 


On the California coast, adjacent to Monterey Bay, there is a place that sharks 
and rays have been coming to for centuries to mate, give birth and feed. It is 
Elkhorn Slough, a tidal backwater. For nearly half a century hunters and anglers 
have been coming to this same slough to hunt, fish and kill, and life in the 
slough is threatened by such traditions. For three years activists have been 
coming to the slough to witness, protect, protest and call for a change. It's a 
good place to come and "Sab the Bastards!" 

On July 22, activists from the Sea Defense Alliance (SeDnA) descended upon 
the Elkhorn Slough Shark Derby and showed the hunt participants and the 
media exactly what they thought of the hunt. 

At 5:10 am, as derby participants lined up for the 6 am launch time a "bird 
watcher" accidentally locked her keys inside her car, blocking the launch pad. 
Within seconds a person was locked to the towbar, conveniently causing a little 
traffic congestion. A scene of grouchy rednecks and pierced urbanites clashing 
at dawn around a little white car is more than anyone needs to witness before 
at least five cups of java. Nonetheless, when the firemen arrived they took it in 
stride and pretended to understand the intricacies of civil disobedience. In 
about 45 minutes, the towbar was cut from the car and the protester removed. 

Contrary to anything we expected it was the proper use of a "slimjim" that 
stumped these fireboys. While activists,, speculated and bet on how long it 
would take them to open the door with the slimjim, four firemen pried and 
coached one another on technique for 50 minutes until the door finally popped 
open. By this time the tide was beginning to rise, allowing the rays and sharks 
to find cover under water. Disgruntled fishermen headed back to their boats, a 
little annoyed but thinking they had survived the brunt of the opposition ... 
little did they know the day was just breaking and so was the action. 

As camouflaged boats (so the fish can't see them?) entered 
the water, small clusters of kayakers and canoes 
approached the dock and further 
delayed the launch time. The hunt- 
ers eventually set off, each one ac- 
companied by a pair of nagging wa- 
ter protesters for the day. In all, about 
20 protesters were out in the water, 
with another 20 on shore. 


CUl 1WVJ 
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Arrow Envy? 

Within the first hour of the derby one unlucky chap returned to the dock, 
at full throttle, with tales of stolen bows and broken hearts. After telling his 
story of woe to local authorities on site, the determined lad set off again to 
conquer. 

Within five minutes an annoying hum came buzzing back towards the dock. 
As the vessel approached people squinted their eyes to see the same guy, now a 
crazed lunatic, flailing his arms and hollering silently over the motor. As his boat 



Having a bad day? 


docked and he cut the motor, the word "thief!" appeared to be permanently 
stamped on his lips. It seems that while he was telling the police officers about 
someone stealing his six arrows on the water, he left his only remaining arrow on 
his boat (unattended) where it too went the way of all arrows ... to the bottom of 
the slough. The police paid him no mind and settled back in their cars. 

Many of the hunters were not prepared to be circled and harassed for hours 
on end by irate kayakers. A few tried the open ocean but were dismayed to see 
we also had a boat out there. The only escape was to speed away in their boat; 
however, escape and bow hunting do not go hand in hand. So, the hunters 
realized they would just have to deal with the hollering, the splashing and 
stolen arrows if they hoped to catch anything. As it turned out, it seems that one 
needs a lot of concentration to bow hunt — it also seems that it is hard to 
concentrate when being heckled by a couple of kayakers, or to keep an eye on 
your target when the water is constantly being stirred. 

By day's end, the usual catch of 25-40 sharks and rays had been suppressed to 
a total of four sharks and two rays. Aside from the participants, very few people 
agree that this sort of hunt should still be taking place. 

The local Harbor District, in charge of the fishing permits, commented that 
this year will probably be the last for the derby. However, the Elkhorn Slough 
Derby is just one of dozens of such events which occur each summer on the 
Pacific Coast. 

Put the Action Aside, and Take A Look at the Real Issues 

The species of sharks targeted in this hunt are leopard and smooth hound, 
both less than 4 feet long. As top predators, these species play a key role in a 
marine ecosystem by feeding on sick and dead biota. However, their numbers 
are declining and it will not be long until sharks are eliminated if present trends 
continue. 

Sharks follow a yearly cycle in the slough, with the highest concentration in 
the summer. The rays, however, are residents in the slough with their numbers 
increasing during the spring and summer for breeding. Both the rays and sharks 
are susceptible to over-exploitation. Both have slow growth rates, reach sexual 



maturity late and have high infant mortality (sometimes exceeding 50 percent). 
The solitary nature of sharks makes mating difficult, further decreasing the 
ability of these predators to recover from overfishing. 

The sharks in Elkhorn Slough are not caught for food; a few people at most 
use the fins for soup. They are caught to be weighed, to take a picture, to win 
a prize, and to be stuffed and placed on a wall. 

The protest was not about animal rights; it was about habitat protection. Two 
hundred and sixty-seven species of migratory and resident birds along with a 
wealth of plant, and animal life rely on the survival of the predators in the water. 
Wetlands are highly sensitive areas, even subtle change is change and can 
threaten the health of an entire ecosystem. 

California has lost over 80% of its natural wetlands to development. High- 
ways you drive on may be a wetlands fill; the food you buy in the store may have 
been grown on a wetlands fill. Wetlands act as an "air vacuum" for the 
immediate area, sucking carbon monoxide out of the air. The plight of wetlands 
is often overlooked or under valued. 

Elkhorn Slough is no exception to this; while the inhabitants of the slough are 
being threatened by hunts and other reckless human activity, the slough itself 
is being encroached on with more claims for agricultural lands and marine 
development. 

Please, become more aware of your local wetlands and work to preserve them. 
Protest the hunts, stop the developers, take the time to study the area, but do 
not walk away. 

To get involved with the Sea Defense Alliance or for more information about Elkhorn 
Slough, please contact POB 67121, Scotts Valley CA, 95067. 

This article was written by Michelle Stewart, however, it would not have been 
possible without the help of the lovely, and always dashing, Martha Burford our 
resident marine ecologist. 
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Tales of Rage aim Pimm m the Heart of the Beast 


BY WHALEY MANDER 

Welcome to Ohio, the "heart of the beast," where 
the air smells like pulp and the rivers catch fire. We've 
been busy in the Heartland, doing our best to disem- 
bowel the corporate utopia that passes for democracy 
and restore some semblance of native forest. While 
we cannot gloat about reintroducing the wolf yet, the 
beavers are coming back and a black bear actually 
made it across the Ohio River into our state before it 
was declared a nuisance and shot. We still have more 
forests than England, though, and our renegade 
band is trying to hold on to 'em. Here's the scoop ... 
Mohican State Forest: Rage 

The 4,500-acre Mohican State Forest is a rare 
remnant of the forests that used to cover 95 percent 
of Ohio. As such, it is an important refuge for many 
of Ohio's native species, particularly migrating song- 
birds and wild plants. An hour's drive from both 
Cleveland and Columbus, it is a unique treasure of 
recreational opportunities to millions of Ohioans 
who choose to hike the rolling hills or canoe and 
fish its waters. 

Controversy began when area resident Annette 
McCormick found trees marked with the blue slashes 
we all know so well. She and other local citizens 
began to rally against the 5,000-tree logging pro- 
posal on the Mohican and the arrogance of the Ohio 
Division of Forestry, which planned the timber sale. 
Before long, legislation found its way into our State 
Assembly to designate the forest a State Wilderness 
Area. However, the politicos abandoned the "radi- 
cal" notion of wilderness, and the language was 
watered down to "banning commercial logging" 
from the Mohican. 

Despite heavy lobbying against the bill by Mead 
Paper Company, the Ohio Farm Bureau, and other 


by Lorin Lindner and Jack LeDauphin 

Once again the government and the corporations 
have acted together to delude the public into pas- 
sive acceptance of a plan to disrupt life on Earth as 
we know it — this time in the oceans. The Depart- 
ment of Defense, along with the Scripps Institute for 
Oceanography, has conspired to infiltrate the wa- 
ters with the seemingly innocuous Acoustic Ther- 
mometry of Ocean Climate (ATOC) — a program 
that they claim will measure global warming. 

The ATOC Project, funded in part by the Depart- 
ment of Defense and the Pentagon, would involve 
broadcasting loud low-frequency noises from the 
ocean floor, using deep "boom boxes" located off 
the coasts of California and Hawaii. The resulting 
sound blasts could be picked-up as far as Alaska and 
New Zealand. Right now, the project consists of 
placing a sound emitting device at Poinnier Mount, 
48 nautical miles off shore of Half Moon Bay, 
California and connecting it with a power cable to 
the Pillar Point Air Force Tracking Station. The 
depth of the first boom box will be 980 meters. 

Despite the absurd notion that we need more 
scientific documentation of an already well-docu- 
mented global progression, Scripps has managed to 
convince six environmental organizations to go 
along with their plan. Readers of this journal will 
not be surprised to learn that compromising groups 
such as the Natural Resources Defense Council, 
Humane Society of the US, Environmental Defense 
Fund, American Oceans Campaign, and the League 
of Coastal Protection, have signed an agreement 
not to oppose the project or to take Scripps to court 
for two years. However, the EF! Journal audience 
may be quite astounded by the fact that Earth Island 
Institute is also one of the signatories of this igno- 
minious agreement. To their credit however, Earth 
Island's Mark Berman recently told the LA press: 
"We are not giving it our blessing. If after two years, 
they can not prove that is doesn't harm sea life, the 
environmental community will launch a brand 
new campaign." 

All that a small outcry has been able to manifest at 



Fun and frolic in the heart of the beast 


raucous Wise Users, the legislation managed to clear 
the Ohio Senate and is now on its way through the 
House. The Mohican is poised to become Ohio's 
first ambiguously termed "Interpretive Forest." And 
while commercial logging will be banned, educa- 
tional, safety, recreational and disease control log- 
ging will still be permitted. 

But not to fear! To monitor these logging prac- 
tices, the legislation creates a 17-member commit- 
tee, made up of business representatives, environ- 
mentalists, and so on. The committee will have the 
authority to veto or approve logging projects that 
are proposed by the Division of Forestry. Depending 
on who is appointed to the committee (don't hold 
your breath), the regulation of proposals could be 


this point is a change in name of the project to the 
Marine Mammal Research Program (MMRP) — a 
cosmetic alteration to placate protesters. Interest- 
ingly, a physicist from Hawaii, Dr. Raymond Chaun, 
has been particularly vocal in his opposition saying 
that, "ATOC/MMRP is a fraud perpetrated on the 
scientific and environmental community... (the) 
frequency (that will be used) is also utilized by 
whales for most of their life sustaining activities: for 
directional use, for communication with other 
whales, for their courtship and mating rituals and 
for locating their young. Most probably also for 
finding food... Whales will be incapacitated in 
various ways. The sound blasts coming from these 
underwater "boom boxes," emitted repeatedly, will 
certainly disorientate them, to say the least, and 
there is no telling about the long term psychological 
impact of such loud sounds on these creatures." 

Scripps Institute, the prime mover behind the 
project and the main recipient of the grant money, 
along with UC Santa Cruz, was able to convince 
their colleagues that studying global warming by 
blasting sound waves in the ocean made sense. They 
said that world climate is influenced by ocean 
temperature changes, but more and more, ques- 
tions keep surfacing. Why, for instance, is the De- 
partment of Defense involved in this apparently 
civilian project? It seems that Pentagon money to 
the tune of $35 million has already been pumped 
into the experiment. 

A diving instructor from Northern California us- 
ing the Freedom of Information Act, may have 
found a big fish. Apparently the US Navy has been 
actively trying to enhance its ability to track and 
locate "enemy" submarines, particularly since other 
nations have been using what is called in naval 
jargon "QPT" or "Quiet Propeller Technology." 
Submarines using QPT are virtually undetectable. 
Trying to solve that problem, the US Navy is cur- 
rently developing a counterweapon. Indeed, the 
frequency used for ATOC (75 Hertz) is the same as 
the one the whales use precisely because it travels 
the best underwater. 

Sea Defense Alliance, along with many other 


incredibly strict or business as usual. Our nemesis, 
the Ohio Forestry Association, is hailing this a 
victory for environmentalists; and while we cer- 
tainly appreciate the credit, we're left wondering, 
"Where did all the wilderness go?" 

Wayne National Forest: Plunder 

Ohio's only national forest, the Wayne, has the 
unfortunate distinction of being the nation's most 
fragmented. If it's not an oil and gas access road, it's 
gotta be a strip-mine, and if it ain't that, it's a power 
line. But under multi-abuse principles, there's gotta 
be recreation too ... so rev your off-road vehicle 
(ORV, maximum 4 feet wide) and shred the forest 
for fun. The Forest Service has a goal of establishing 
250 miles of ORV trails by the end of this year. 

The Wayne's Monday Creek trail was listed the 
ninth hottest place to ride an ORV in the country by 
Dirt Wheels, a biker magazine. There is no riding fee, 
and out-of-staters are invited to join in the pillage. 

Forest Supervisor Eurial Turner, in a public meet- 
ing, conceded that damage is being done from ORV 
riding on the Wayne and acknowledged there is 
insufficient funding to maintain the trail system. 
His plan is to close the ORV trails during four 
months of winter and early spring, when the soil is 
wet and tender. To that we say, "Bravo! But why stop 
there? Let's get these motorized beasts out of the 
forest once and for all." (They did it in Indiana; we 
can do it here). 

Take Action For Ohio's Wild-To-Be 

Ohio needs a lot of help. There's more restoration 
work to be done than you can shake a sapling at, and 
we are fully prepared to beg you to drop all you're 
doing, come to Ohio, and set up a base camp at the 
site of our latest monument to industrialism. But we 
won't; we wouldn't want to see you exposed to all 
the toxins. So do us these two favors, out of sympa- 
thy for our degraded state, if for no other reason: 

1) Call Ohio Governor George Voinovich at (614) 
466-3555. Before any legislation becomes law, it has 
to dodge George's veto. Tell the Governor that you 
are thinking about touring Ohio's wilderness areas, 
that you have a lot of money to blow, and that you'll 
go to Yellowstone instead if he won't support the 
protection of the Mohican State Forest. 

2) Write a letter to Wayne National Forest Supervi- 
sor Eurial Turner, 210 Columbus Road, Athens, OH 
45701. Congratulate him on banning ORV's from 
the Wayne for four months out of the year, and then 
hit him up for the other eight. Feel free to throw in 
something about erosion and noise pollution. 

For more information on these issues, or to support 
our work, contact Jason Tockman at PO Box 99, Athens, 
OH 45701; (614) 594-6400. 



groups, are trying to stop the Scripps scam. Even 
though Scripps has won the approval of the Califor- 
nia Coastal Commission, the fight is far from over. 
Things are moving on several fronts. Of mild inter- 
est, a Northern California group, the Great Whales 
Foundation, is in the process of suing the ATOC 
project. And even more mildly, the city of Malibu, 
a symbol of capitalistic excess, has vocalized its 
opposition to the ATOC project 
Recently several European environmental groups 
have also joined the protest because they recognize 
ATOC as an international problem. (A follow-up 
program called ATOC II is already in the works , and 
would cover the floor of all the world's oceans). 

In the end, it may be up to the more radical at 
heart to literally pull the plug on the whole thing. 
Location of cables has been published in a June 
1995 report by the California Coastal Commission. 

For more information on ATOC you can refer to 
The Earth First! Journal Beltane 1994 issue. 

For more information on other campaigns, to get involved 
with stopping the ATOC/MMRP Experiment, or if you have 
information you would like to pass along about ATOC/ 
MMR please contact Sea Defense Alliance, POB 67121, 
Scotts Valley California, 95067. 
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Sugarloaf Logged Under Armed Guard 


Despite ten years of protests, a law- 
suit and thousands of letters to politi- 
cians, the Forest Service and other cor- 
porate officials, Boise Cascade an- 
nounced the start of logging in south- 
western Oregon's Kangaroo roadless 
area. At 3 am on Friday, September 8, 


the march ended with a prayer vigil at 
a newly built gate blocking a route 
normally open to traffic between Cave 
Junction and Williams. 

As the morning progressed, activists 
at the vigil called out their intentions 
to cross the gate in defiance of a gov- 



Local residents prepare to begin a peaceful march to say a last prayer to the ancient trees before 

Sugarloaf logging begins. Sixteen of them were arrested. 


Forest Service law enforcement escorted 
Boise Cascade loggers into the area. For 
activists that have been working for 
years to save Sugarloaf, all hope seemed 
lost. But, as Earth Firstlers know, action 
is the antidote to despair. 

On the following Monday, 150 con- 
cerned citizens marched two miles to 
a closed and guarded gate. The dem- 
onstrators simply intended to enter 
the old growth for a last prayer for the 
trees. But agents from three jurisdic- 
tions blocked the protesters' path, 
claiming to be protecting public safety 
and even the environment itself. So 


ernment they felt was working hand 
in hand with notorious timber beast 
Boise Cascade, top bidders for the 668- 
acre Sugarloaf Timber Sale. Predict- 
ably, Josephine County Sheriff's depu- 
ties showed up in force to defend 
Boise Cascade's operations. They were 
joined by armed Forest Service and 
Bureau of Land Management officers. 

Two Earth Firstlers were the first to 
cross the gate, proudly marching arm in 
arm. They were immediately grabbed 
and arrested. Dozens of people crossed 
the line intent on continuing the march. 
Fourteen of them were also arrested. 


Prayer Vigil at Sugarloaf 
Precedes Logging Assault 


by Glenn Sadowsky 

In beautiful Southern Orcgor Jes an area of untouched virgin forest. Grayback, 
Sugarloaf, Lake and Elijah Mountains surround one of the last remaining high 
elevation old-growth forests in the country. In the midst of the Kangaroo 
roadless area, a migration corridor between the Rogue and Klamath River 
basins, Sugarloaf is the backyard for many outdoor enthusiasts and spiritual 
activists from the Applegate and Illinois Valleys. Majestic Douglas fir and 
ponderosa pine stand tall among the many species of wildflowers and provide 
refuge for an abundance of wildlife including threatened spotted owls, gos- 
hawks and wolverines. Pristine mountain meadows, Bigelow Lakes and views 
of Red Buttes and Mount Shasta make this area an exquisite place to hike, 
horseback, and camp under the stars. And it is seriously threatened. 

In 1994, Boise Cascade purchased the rights to log Sugarloaf from the US 
Forest Service — 10 million board feet — and has until the end of 1997 to do it. 
Originally designed as a sale that would improve the health of the forest, 
Sugarloaf was set to be a "thinning" to allow the old growth to have more room. 
But a "thinning" it is not. Obviously, it is the big trees that Boise Cascade is after. 
Without the harvest of these trees the area would be too costly to cut. 

For the last ten years, numerous actions have taken place in an attempt to stop 
the sale from going through. Lawsuits, demonstrations at Boise Cascade 
headquarters in Medford, and peaceful walks in the sale area have all attracted 
public attention to the Forest Service's plans for Sugarloaf. 

On July 27, 1995, a group of concerned citizens in Williams met to discuss 
future actions to prevent Boise Cascade from logging Sugarloaf. At that meeting 
a core group decided to start a prayer fast (or vigil as some call it) in the units 
scheduled to be cut. The fast was set up so that people of the local communities 
could hike up into the units and fast at one of several sites from one to four days 
(or more). The community support in Williams was astounding. The calendar 
was filled for the month of August quite effortlessly, due largely to word-of- 
mouth. Press releases were sent off and two days later both local NBC and ABC 
stations were up in the units. The reporters were shown an area of old-growth 
trees decorated weeks earlier with crafts by the children of Williams. The 
evening news had some of the best coverage that opponents of the sale have 
ever received. 
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Others were grabbed and released or 
managed to escape into the safety of the 
woods. One arrestee, known as "the 
Caveman," leaped from a moving law 
enforcement pickup wearing only 
shorts, sandals and handcuffs. He es- 
caped and spent an informative evening 
spying on logging preparations and eat- 
ing grubs and berries. Sixteen people 
were arrested for violating the Forest 
Service's closure of this public land. 

All four gates leading into the area 
have been closed and are guarded by a 
combination of law enforcement agen- 
cies. Additionally, deputies recently laid 
off by Josephine County have been 
hired by Boise Cascade to run around 
in camouflage and harass anyone at- 
tempting to enter the sale area, includ- 
ing legal hikers. The Josephine County 
sheriff said that there are more people 
guarding Sugarloaf than there are guard- 
ing the rest of the county. Addition- 
ally, the Forest Service has set up a 100- 
man command center on the top of 
Burnt Peak just a quarter mile from a 
75-man logging camp. Their plan is to 
keep the loggers inside for the twelve 
weeks it will take them to do the job. 

Sugarloaf is one of 102 sales released 
under Senator Hatfield's 1989 "log- 
ging-without-laws" amendment, 
known as congressional rider "318," 
or simply the Rider from Hell. The For- 
est Service never got around to award- 
ing the sale and the rider expired in 
1990. But Clinton had to stick his 
nose into things and through a series 
of administrative moves, Sugarloaf was 
sold and awarded because it was signed 
off before Clinton's "Option 9" (tim- 
ber release) plan. All this administra- 
tive and congressional finagling went 
on despite intense public pressure to 
stop logging all old growth, especially 


places as rare as Sugarloaf. 

Right now pressure is being applied 
to Boise Cascade to convince them to 
donate or trade Sugarloaf for another 
area. This includes a boycott of Boise 
Cascade's products including: Reliable 
office products; Cascade and Oxford 
paper; Associated, Cascade and 
Frederick-Sherry office supplies; Noyo, 
Vinyl, Bond and Wevelite building 
supplies; and Specialty Paperboard, 
Duropak and Schumaker containers. 

On the Friday after the march, 75 
students at Ashland High School orga- 
nized a walkout in protest of the cut- 
ting of Sugarloaf. They issued a state- 
ment which read, "It is difficult to 
concentrate as a student in a school 
when right outside our window whole 
ecosystems are being destroyed that 
will never exist again in our lifetime. 
We cannot respect Boise Cascade after 
we have educated ourselves about their 
plans to destroy these key 669 acres of 
roadless wilderness . " Additionally, stu- 
dents have locked themselves to the 
Forest Service Supervisor's Office in 
Grants Pass and Cave Junction. 

The 16 people arrested at the gate 
were offered a $25 fine if they plead 
guilty to a citation for violating a fed- 
eral closure, and it appears that all but 
one of them are going to accept the 
deal. But Steve Marsden, one of the 
arrestees, plans to go to trial to contest 
the injustice of the closure. Many of 
those arrested and others have vowed 
to continue oppose the logging of 
Sugarloaf. Your help is needed to save 
this rare gem of the Wild Siskiyous. 
Call (503) 471 -3959 and come to south- 
ern Oregon immediately. 

This article is a butchered version of a 
piece innocently sent to us by hard-work- 
ing, mutli-state EF! activist Randy Ghent. 



Pristine Greyback Mountain showing the access road to to Sugarloaf; two hundred police and loggers 
locked themselves on the mountain for twelve weeks until the dirty deed is done. 


To date, over twenty-five people participated in the fast. Couples and even 
entire families have traveled up the mountain together. For some it has been 
one of the most profound experiences of their lives. 

Interviews have been videotaped of many of the participants, we hope that 
someday this documentation can be used to show the strength of a community 
fighting to preserve the integrity of its environment, its ecosystem, and in 
essence, its identity. Dan Gregg, after four days without food or water, put it 
well: "Once you get to the top of the mountain, where is there to go? We're not 
going to log to the moon. This is the last of it. We've got to draw the line ... there 
won't be anything left for future generations." 

The future of Sugarloaf is in our hands. As a people committed to a future for 
our children's children, we can create enough attention around this issue and 
others similar to it so that hearts and minds worldwide are opened to the 
sanctity of all life. 

Anyone interested in Sugarloaf can contact the Sugarloaf Vigil Coalition atPO Box 
484, Williams, OR 97544; (503) 846-6567. 
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Mt. Graham wins in court, 
but faces new rider 



Native and environmental activists converge on Congressman James Kolbe's office. Kolbe has said 
he will introduce legislation exempting the University of Arizona from laws protecting cultural 

sites and endangered species. 


by Shane Jimerfield 

Last Spring the US 9th Circuit Court of Appeals in 
San Francisco upheld a district court decision which 
halted construction of the Columbus Telescope on 
Mt Graham. The University of Arizona is attempt- 
ing to build the scope in critical habitat of the 
federally listed endangered Mount Graham red squir- 
rel, on land which is considered sacred land to many 
traditional San Carlos Apache. 

The decision faulted the US Forest Service for 
giving the UofA permission to move outside of a 
previously designated area to build their third tele- 
scope on Mt Graham. This area had been exempted 
from environmental and cultural regulations by a 
Congressional rider in 1988. The area was subse- 
quently found to be unsuitable for the scope, how- 
ever, and the UofA wanted to move to a new 
location — one not covered by the rider. The Court 
ruling makes the entirely reasonable judgement 
that the UofA must fulfill requirements of the En- 
dangered Species Act and the National Environ- 
mental Policy Act before construction may proceed. 

Upon receiving the decision the UofA promptly 
asked the court to reconsider. After a short delibera- 
tion the 9th Circuit Court denied the request. This 
leaves the UofA with two options: 1) take it to the US 
Supreme Court or 2) get another exemption from 
Congress. 

The first seems a little far out; however, if we look at 
the possibilities that such a case would bring, it may 
not be so far fetched. The case would have precedent 


setting potential. If the 
Forest Service and US Fish 
and Wildlife Service move 
for a Supreme Court rul- 
ing and get a victory, it 
would establish that these 
agencies have 

unchallengeable interpre- 
tation of congressional 
law — something that may 
be hard to get, but some- 
thing that would prove to 
be one of the most useful 
tools in their quest to cut, 
graze, and mine every 
square foot of public land 
in their control. 

More likely is the sec- 
ond option. Arizona 
Congressman James 
Kolbe stated that he will 
introduce legislation to 
allow construction to 
move forward. 

If successful this would be the second such ex- 
emption for the telescope project. In 1988 the 
Arizona Congressional delegation sneaked a rider 
onto the Arizona-ldaho Conservation Act that pro- 
vided the UofA, Max Planck and the Vatican's 
telescope project with the first such peace time 
exemption. The exemption allowed the project to 
continue without abiding by the law that protects 


cultural sites and endangered species. 

Call your Congresspersons and let them know 
that the protection of sacred sites and endangered 
species is fundamental to life on earth and that they 
should not support any exemption that would aid 
in destruction of these values. If you wish to be more 
active in the campaign call the SEAC Southwest 
office for information (520) 322-9819. 



CW y ^OOro inP 1 Iniunctioil 4.6 mi ^ ion acres of critical habitat in New Mexico 
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continued from the frontpage The Forest Service was required by law to put the 
conifer canyons — Mexican spotted owl 


habitat. The Forest Service issued eleven 
new Forest Plans, codifying a spotted 
owl extinction plan. 

Unlike the once mighty ponderosa 
forests, the Southwest's mixed-conifer 
forests are small and highly fragmented. 
They make up only 15 percent of the 
landscape. By the late 1980s it was clear 
that these mini-rainforests would be 
entirely wiped out in a decade or two. 
The showdown came in 1989. That sum- 
mer, the EF! Rendezvous was held in the 
Jemez Mountains, just a few miles from 
the Southwest's first steep slope cable 
logging sale. More than 100 activists 
showed up for the post-rendezvous ac- 
tion at Barley Canyon. They locked 
down, lay down, cemented in, built huge 
road blocks and otherwise made it a very 
bad day for steep slope logging in north- 
ern New Mexico. 

In the fall Earth First! was back again; 
this time with the Southwest's first tree 
sit. A few days later, the Southwest's 
second tree sit occurred in the Santa Fe 
Plaza outside the Federal Building. Ten 
thousand people jammed the plaza that 
weekend for the annual festival, and 
spotted owls, steep slope logging, and 
Barley Canyon were all over the media. 
Late that winter, Dr. Robin Silver, con- 
servation chair for the Southwest Cen- 
ter for Biological Diversity, filed an En- 
dangered Species Act petition to list the 
Mexican spotted owl as an endangered 
species. 

The Forest Service produced a series 
of lame management plans, but refused 
to make any substantial changes to the 
mixed-conifer onslaught. In 1991, the 
owl was proposed as threatened. In 
1993 it was formally listed. In 1995, 
amid a hail of lawsuits, FWS designated 


brakes on in February of 1991, when the owl was 
proposed for listing, and consult with FWS over the 
impacts of the Forest Plans on the owl. It refused to 
do so because it would have faced an 
instant jeopardy opinion — the Forest Plans 
were the very reason the owl was proposed 
in the first place. For four and half years, 
the Forest Service refused more than a 
dozen requests from the environmental 
community and the Fish and Wildlife 
Service itself to consult on the Plans. 

Finally, Judge Muecke said no more — 
shut it all down until consultation is 
complete. 

A landscape level consultation is critical 
for the Mexican spotted owl. Spotted 
owls live in small interconnected 
metapopulations. Since any given 
metapopulation can go extinct for natu- 
ral or human caused reasons, the key to 
spotted owl conservation is keeping the 
gene flow open between metapopulations 
so that recolonization can occur. Review- 
ing individual timber sales for negative 
impacts can not perceive much less pre- 
vent landscape level fragmentation. To 
make matters worse, spotted owls are 
also heavily impacted by overgrazing of 
riparian areas. Nothing short of full For- 
est Plan consultation can provide an ad- 
equate analysis of the subspecies and all 
the impacts to it. Consultation should 
preferably take place on the bioregional 
level. 

Ninety-eight percent of the Southwest's 
ponderosa pine old growth has been liq- 
uidated. While mixed-conifer is a small 
percentage of the landscape it shelters 66 
percent of the remaining old growth in 
the Southwest. The only things standing 
between the last big trees and chainsaws 
are the Mexican spotted owl, a handful 
of dedicated activists, and a courageous 
judge. 

Kieran Suckling is the Director of the South- 
west Center for Biological Diversity, a kick- 
ass group of no-compromise litigators. 


Forest Service mismanagement threatens the Mexican spotted owl with extinction. 
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The Salvage Rider in Motion 
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— Towards Implementation — 


by James Barnes 

When a bill is signed into law, getting it working 
is often no simple matter. Take for instance, the 
Emergency Salvage Timber Sale Program rider (now 
part of Public Law 104-19) that Big Timber's pocket 
senators attached to the Rescissions bill. Right off 
the bat various entities and interests brought widely 
differing interpretations to bear on the salvage law, 
which now require much wrangling in 
various political and judicial arenas. 

The rider was designed to release all 
salvage timber sales on Forest Service and 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) land. 

It also releases all earlier timber sales held 
up in court by the Northwest injunctions 
and those specified under the president's 
Option 9 forest plan. The rider is a "suffi- 
ciency" law, meaning that its mandates 
are deemed sufficient to satisfy the re- 
quirements of, in this case, environmen- 
tal law. In simple terms, the law no longer 
applies. Exactly how it no longer applies is 
the matter in contention. 

The very day that President Clinton 
signed this mean-spirited piece of legisla- 
tion, the Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources and the bill's spon- 
sors sent a letter to the heads of the 
departments of Interior and Agriculture. 

Their agencies, the BLM and Forest Ser- 
vice respectively, are charged with apply- 
ing the rider to their lands. Prompted by 
industry, this committee wanted to in- 
sure that its interpretation of the law 
prevailed (an interpretation quite differ- 
ent from the common-sense reading sold 
to Congress). 

The congressmen's vote-getting hook 
for the rider was salvage, but both they 
and industry understood that the most 
important and profitable section of their 
bill condemned the fattest, greenest old growth to 
the saws. Their efforts concerned the notorious 
"318" sales made possible back in 1989 by another 
rider to an appropriations bill attached by Senator 
Mark Hatfield (R-OR). These sales were exempted 
from administrative and judicial review, and re- 
quired the cutting of "7 billion, 700 million board 
feet of... timber from the National Forests of Oregon 
and Washington for fiscal years 1989 and 1990." 
Worse, it mandated that 5 billion, 800 million of that 
come specifically from spotted owl habitat. Over 
the next five years, all but 57 of these sales were cut, 
these last held up by court injunction. 
Subsection K 

Republican congressmen Murkowski, Craig, 
Gorton, Young, Taylor and Roberts, alternately sneer- 
ing and threatening, demanded in their letter that 
their view of things become official Clinton admin- 
istration policy. Their first point concerned the 
language of the rider in its Subsection K: "(k)l: the 
Secretary concerned shall act to award, release, and 
permit to be completed [by September 10]... all 
timber sale contracts offered or awarded by that date in 
any unit of the National Forest System or district of the 
Bureau of Land Management subject to section 318" 
(emphasis added). Despite the seemingly clear lan- 
guage, they argued that they really meant all sales in 
the geographic area subject to 318, even those, as 
their letter stated, "not subject to Section 318." 

The difference is significant, namely 600 million 
to a billion board feet of timber more than that in 
the 57 remaining 318 sales. The congressmen fo- 
cused on the words "unit" and "district," essentially 
redefining "subject to Section 318" to include any 
sale ever offered in Oregon and Washington for the 
past five years. And they had a case, albeit one of 
semantics. Frustratingly for the congressmen from 
Timber, the administration officially interpreted 
Subsection K narrowly, and Gorton etal. fumed and 
raged. 


In their letter, the committee promised to provide 
"diligent and vigilant oversight" over the agencies' 
performance — in the form of hearings in which 
they got quite nasty. They threatened to cut agency 
budgets and berated Assistant Agriculture Secretary 
Jim Lyons: "Do you really want to harvest dead and 
dying timber?" demanded Conrad Burns (R-MT). 
"You're damn right I do, Senator," shot back the 
Freddies' boss — which ought to tell you something 


about the Forest Service. But despite this, they 
weren't able to persuade Clinton. So the Northwest 
Forest Resource Council (NFRC, a.k.a. Big Timber) 
was forced to sue. 

Meanwhile, the Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund 
(SCLDF) and five other environmental groups de- 
cided to file suit on August 10 against the govern- 
ment over the language of Subsection K too, only it 
focused on k(2): "No sale unit shall be released or 
completed under this subsection if any threatened 
or endangered bird species is known to be nesting 
within the acreage that is the subject of the sale 
unit" (emphasis added). This sentence refers to one 
bird only, the threatened marbled murrelet, a thrush- 
sized seabird which nests solely in old growth trees 
on the Northwest coast. The environmentalists' 
complaint was an insistence that the administra- 
tion accept the standard scientific protocol (used by 
industry, environmentalists and bureaucrats alike) 
for establishing occupation o^f nests — flying behav- 
ior or hearing a bird, mainly — rather than the 
congressmen's requirement of identification of fe- 
cal rings around trees, eggshells or direct observa- 
tion of a bird in the nest. The murrelet nests high in 
old growth trees; the nest itself is no more than a 
depression in a branch and is damn near impossible 
to detect directly. About the only way you know 
nesting is going on nearby is seeing or hearing the 
bird coming or going. But that's not good enough 
for the industry. The difference, again, is critical: 
Only 73 murrelet nests have ever been directly 
discovered (as of 1994), whereas hundreds have 
been identified using the scientific protocol. 

In a turn of luck, on August 23 the administration 
ruled in favor of sticking to that established scien- 
tific protocol. Siuslaw National Forest Supervisor 
James Furnish noted that "the harvest of units 
occupL 1 by marbled murrelets as determined by 
established protocol would jeopardize the contin- 
ued existence of the species." That ruling mooted 



SCLDF's suit so they dropped it. Naturally, the issue 
was picked up by the Northwest Forest Resource 
Council which filed suit to achieve precisely the 
opposite end. They then had that suit merged with 
their litigation in progress over the Section 318 
language. SCLDF et al. weighed in as intervenors in 
the industry suit, and Judge Michael Hogan of the 
Federal District Court in Eugene, Oregon, heard the 
case on September 8. 

On September 13, Hogan handed the whole 318 
sale area over to the industry, although the murrelet 
portion continues, and will be scheduled for a 
hearing soon. Yet even if the government wins on 
the murrelet case, this "victory" for the environ- 
mental movement, as some have unbelievably 
labeled it, is entirely pyrrhic (declaring victory over 
the administration's straight-forward reading of 
the fundamentally godawful salvage rider, indeed!). 
There is plenty of "salvage" volume to get; every 
other 318 area sale goes, and there remains the fact 
that any sale prohibited by murrelet nesting must 
be replaced by equivalent volume somewhere else 
(although there are grave doubts that equivalent 
volume actually exists, and certainly not on the 
Siuslaw National Forest). 

The Better Part of Valor 

In an August 1 memorandum from President 
Clinton to the heads of certain agencies (Interior, 
Agriculture, Commerce, and the Environmental 
Protection Agency — all affected by the salvage rider), 
he said, "Public Law 104-19 gives us the discretion 
to apply current environmental standards to the 
timber salvage program, and we will do so," (em- 
phasis added). In so saying, Clinton has adroitly 
(and politically profitably) positioned himself be- 
tween the warring sides of the forest conflict. In 
seizing the opportunity, this directive outflanks 
and infuriates the timber industry's bought 
congresspeople. The administration can, as clearly 
spelled out in the language of the rider, apply 
environmental law if it so chooses — or not. Just 
how Clinton's discretion is exercised becomes a 
matter of how successfully preservationists or 
extractionists curry favor with the administration, 
thereby determining which way any particular rider 
sale — 318, Option 9, or salvage — is treated. Well 
you can bet your bottom bootie that certain envi- 
ronmental groups will be schmoozing and whee- 
dling at the powerful in order to gain more "victo- 
ries" to claim in fundraising letters — victories lim- 
ited to having the combined Environmental Assess- 
ments (EAs) and Biological Evaluations (BEs) speci- 
fied by the rider completed for each timber sale. 

Continued on page 28 
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eptember 6. The court hearing ended at 
the Federal building in Eugene, Oregon, 
and activists sat stunned as Judge Hogan, 
the slob from Thomas Creek Timber, a 


"friend of the court" from the Northwest Forestry 


Association, and all the Justice Department lawyers 


WARNER CREEK: 

INJUNCTION FALLS, BARRICADES RISE 



danced arm in arm around the courtroom chanting 
"Log! Log! Log!— Log! Log! Log!" Moments before, 
the judge had dismissed the environmentalists' case 
and refused a stay pending appeal to the Ninth 
Circuit Court in San Francisco (we have since ap- 
pealed, were denied a stay, and have a hearing 
scheduled for February, 1996). 

We'd been poised to win this one, based on former 
environmental law; the Freddies did a lousy job on 
just about every aspect of their preparation of the 
Warner Creek Fire Restoration (sneer) Project. Thanks 
to the salvage rider, though, all laws are moot. The 
Western Environmental Law Center lawyer, 

Marianne Dugan, put up a brave challenge, but the 
Forest Service's arguments were clear and correct: 

All injunctions are canceled, no law applies, Timber 
has its way with the forest, and the people can 
bugger off. 

Many were in tears leaving the courtroom, only to 
be greeted by an ugly mob of media people with teevee 
cameras who shoved people aside to get that emo- 
tional footage. It was all pretty hard to take, no offense 
to the media. (But we love the media. Media is our 
friend. Talk to us; we'll give you the real, juicy, action 
story. Real sexy. Hippies in camo and everything.) 

Naturally, the first thing we had to do was hold a 
meeting — impromptu, in a circle, on the federal build- 
ing lawn. Since that meeting was clearly going to be on 
the six o'clock news (and it was) we decided to have 
another one later. The consensus decision resulting 
from that later meeting was that we needed to panic, We ripped that sucker! 

singly and in groups. Logging was expected at any Now, enormous boulders form chest-high rock 
instant, and we had to decide what to do. While walls across Road 2408, its bed strewn with rubble, 
panicking, though, we were also aware of some facts. Trenches, some as deep as four feet and wide as five, 

breach the road, and sections have 
. been undermined, collapsing the 
' ;lT* r ' ■ * edges and rendering them unsafe 

A/y A t. '--V* for vehicles. The gate, installed 

• • -• TV * V* w? \ % — “’ V for the express purpose of keep- 

/ * v- > ■ « * v-r * 1 ing the public from seeing the 

' ’ ' *' ' . ^ Warner Cree^k s|H| 

i ... basecamp in the forest, so strong 

This here ditch is at ,east three f get dee P and s P ans the width °f the road - was their lust for hot action shots). 

The released sale units comprised nine million On September 10, we put bodies on the line and 
board feet of trees, of which some half a million had began a continuous lockdown in front of the gate, 
been sold to Thomas Creek Timber of Lyons, Or- Since that date, activists have been bolted down 

egon. The purpose for this small sale was to deter- into the road while lying over a steel door, while 

mine the viability of the burned trees as sawtimber others have locked to the gate. We've been visited 

after four years of deterioration (for this you need by hip-holstered hunters who appeared upset over 

half a million board feet?) while the project was held our closure, but after they learned it was Freddie 

up in the courts. While the entire Warner creek who was keeping them out, they came around and 

salvage area is accessed by three roads, there's only agreed to support Oregon's anti-spraying, anti- 

one way in and one way out to the sold trees — Forest clearcutting ballot initiative, and exchanged phone 

Service road 2408. This road winds up and around numbers with the protesters. The Forest Service 

from Salmon Creek around the base of Squaw Butte showed up with a road grader, but the lockdown 

up to Bunchgrass Ridge where the Warner fire swept prevented them from moving past the gate. So they 

up from the Salt Creek drainage and spilled over turned the machine around and went away. They 

into the Kelsie Creek old growth, there to die out also came up in a law enforcement team and video- 

amongst the cool giants. On the ridgetops the grey taped the protesters, warning that they might have 

ghosts whisper as squirrels squeak and hawks cry. to prosecute. Oooh. 

The flowers grow in riots and the grasses ripple silver Each day the Forest Service thinks it can wait us 


by Virginia Pinecone 


Here's Mick, Warner Creek folk hero, lying locked down to the road with his arm through a hole in a steel fire door. 

His wrist is attached to a cement-filled barrel buried underground. Ingenious! 


people are perched in platforms, swinging from 
trees and crowning tripods all over the place. We 
won't be satisfied until they have to send convoys of 
bulldozers with armed Freddie-cop escorts for each 
faller who wants to get in or out. We won't be 
pleased until they have to send in the National 
Guard to ensure that the trees get out of Warner 
Creek. And we won't be happy until the forest 
destroyers give up, ashamed, and go away. In order 
to do this we need you. If you aren't already up to 
your neck in some campaign to save the wild, GET 
YER BUTT OUT HERE! 

Here are some numbers: 

Southern Willamette Earth First! message hotline: 
(503) 343-7305. Transportation to and from Eu- 
gene, Oregon: (503)-686-6761. 

Here are some of our needs: 

Cash donations, tools, bodies, communications 
equipment (cell phones, walkie-talkies), video cam- 
eras, schoolbuses, placards and paint and markers, 
climbing gear, backhoes (and maybe some junk cars 
and major appliances). 

Here's how to get to Warner Creek: 

From Eugene, OR, take highway 58 east to Oakridge 
(exit number 188 from 1-5). Go through Oakridge to 


Piles of rocks fill Forest Service road 2048. 


the other (east) side of town and turn left on Salmon 
Creek Fish Hatchery Road, just after Dink's store on 


in the wide bunchgrass meadows. The rhododen- 
drons have resprouted and flower among the 
smooth, dead branches of their parent stock, and 
the duff lies carpeted by a mat of fir seedlings. The 
wonder of the huge old snags is surpassed only by 
the amazement of great living survivors. 

The topography of the area is steep and rugged, so 
the raw cutbanks of Road 2408 naturally deposit 
boulders and trees on the roadbed, while in places 
the downside slope of the road has eroded away. 
Those of us who have been up there have gotten the 
message loud and clear: Mama don't like that road. 


out, or is delayed, or is involved with destroying 
Sugarloaf (see page 6), is a day in which our road 
restoration lengthens: a half mile, two miles, more. 
Folks, we have mobilized, and we want you. Heck, we 
have Oregon governor Kitzhaber's blessing; he says 
we should "raise a hue and cry," we deserve lots of 
credit, and that our actions "are well within the 
parameters of what we will accept in this country." 
So come on out: One hundred people aren't 
enough — two hundred aren't enough. Not till a 
thousand people are in former Forest Service road 
2408 with pick, shovel and prybar will we be some- 


the left. Go about a mile, cross the tracks and come 
to a T. Turn right onto Forest Service Road 24 
(paved) . Go about five miles to Squaw Butte Road, FS 
2408 (you'll see a sign on left). Turn right, go over a 
bridge and drive six miles to road 280. Turn left 
there. Drive about a mile and a half until you see 
your first left. Take it. Drive for another couple miles 
until you see another left turn. Take it — you're at 
basecamp. 

At base camp we will feed you and put you to good 
use. Whatever you are prepared to give, you are 
needed. And remember: 


So like good girls and boys, we did what our Mama what mollified. We won't crack a grim smile until NOT ONE BLACK STICK! 
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Rod Coronado Imprisoned 

In August a Michigan state judge sentenced Rod 
Coronado to 57 months in prison and 2.5 million 
dollars in restitution for raids claimed by the ALF in 
1991 and 1992. 

Rod was indicted by a federal grand jury in July 1993 
for Animal Liberation Front (ALF) actions against 
Michigan State University. He was captured last Sep- 
tember by federal and state officials after an exhaus- 
tive two year hunt and was held for three months 
awaiting approval for bail (a total of three hearings) . In 
late Spring he decided to take the plea bargain being 
offered, and in return would not be forced to testify 
against ALF activists in further investigations. 

Rod pleaded guilty to one count of aiding and 
abetting an arson (for the MSU raid), one count of 
theft and destruction of an historical artifact (a 
cavalryman's journal). For more information about 
Rod's case see EF! Journal, Eostar 1995. You can also 
expect to see an article from Rod in an upcoming issue. 

For the next six months Rod is in a holding facility 
in Arizona awaiting transfer to a federal prison. He 
reports that he can see Mount Graham from his cell, 
and he is allowed to spend most of his time outside. 

You can write Rod at 03895000 FCI, RR #2 Box 
9000, Safford, AZ 85546. He can only receive paper- 
back books sent directly from bookstores or publish- 
ers. Donations can be sent to the Rod Coronado Support 
Committee, 2530 Berryessa Road, PO Box 820, San Jose 
CA 95132. For more information call the hotline at 
(408) 235-1504. 



Paul Watson vs Canada 

On September 12, the Canadian government took 
on Paul Watson concerning federal charges related 
to Sea Shepherd actions in 1993. Paul is facing two 
counts of mischief and one count of endangering 
the life of his crew for stopping Spanish and Cuban 
vessels from fishing endangered turbot off the coast 
of Canada. Each mischief charge carries a possible 
life sentence, and the endangerment charge carries 
another possible ten years. 

Ironically enough, Paul is being criminally charged 
for defending the survival of turbot, a species of fish 
that the federal government went to battle at the 
high seas for. Earlier this year, Federal Fisheries Min- 
ister Brian Tobin gave the orders for Canadian au- 
thorities to board a Spanish vessel and arrest its 
Captain at gun point for illegally fishing the turbot 
off the Grand Banks in Eastern Canada. The Sea 
Shepherd crew only pursued the vessels, whereas the 
Canadian government decided to stop the illegal 
fishing by firing upon, ramming and forcibly captur- 
ing the Spanish vessel. Look for an update in the 
next issue of the Journal. 

If you can help cover legal costs or need more informa- 
tion, contact The Sea Shepherd Conservation Society, 
3107 A Washington Blvd., Marina del Rey, CA 90292; 
(310) 301-7325, fax (310) 574-3161. 

Send letters of protest to: 

Prime Minister Jean Chretien, Rm. 311-S Centre 
Block, House of Commons, Ottawa, Ontario. Canada 
K1A 0A6; (613) 992-421 1; fax (613) 941-6900/6905. 

Brian Tobin, Minister of Fisheries and Oceans, 
Department of Fisheries and Oceans, 200 Kent Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada K1A 0E6; (613 ) 993-0999; 
fax (613) 990-7292. 
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Grand Jury Defeated 
on the East Coast 


Activists on the East Coast have successfully fought 
off an attack by federal prosecutors to harass them 
through the use of grand juries — the same ones that 
have been used to disrupt animal and environmental 
activists since 1992. 

Agents of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms (ATF) visited employers and landlords in 
Syracuse in recent months in an attempt to discredit 
activists from the Animal Defense League (ADL), 
which has been very involved in anti-fur and anti- 
factory farming civil disobedience campaigns in sev- 
eral cities in New York and Virginia. 

The key to winning, according to the activists, was 
the decision to fight the subpoenas issued to them, 
rather than just "give in." The activists faced jail for 
not cooperating. Instead of cowtowing to intimida- 
tion they went public; issuing press releases and hold- 
ing conferences. Protests were held at the federal 
building challenging the constitutionality of federal 
grand juries and actions of ATF agents. 

The Activist's Civil Liberties Committee, a project 
of the National Activist Network, secured the pro 
bono services of civil rights attorney Joseph Heath. 
Heath filed numerous briefs challenging the sub- 
poenas, claiming that they were meant to harass 
activists because of their political beliefs. 

Assistant US Attorney Elizabeth Riker admitted 
that finger prints at the scene of the crime were 
insufficient to match any suspect, and she was with- 
drawing her demand for prints from ADL activists 
Chris Cary and Jonathan Rieth. 

Activists in at least seven other states have been 
similarly harassed by federal grand juries, which 
have yielded only one arrest. Hundreds of activists 
have been subpoenaed under the menacing ruse of 
"criminal investigation." 

The best advice for activists confronted by extrale- 
gal government attacks is to remember that the goal 
of the attack is to disrupt and break the movement. 
And, because of that, political activists should never 
cooperate with these abusive "investigations". 

For more information about defending yourself from 
illegal government attacks, the ACLC can be reached at 
(916) 452-7179 or by writing PO Box 19515, Sacra- 
mento, CA 95819 

— National Activist's Network 


Leonard Peltier Appeal 

Leonard Peltier has filed a request to reopen his 
appeal with the Eighth Circuit Court. Defense attor- 
neys have discovered that a mistake in the trial record 
may have led the three-judge panel into error. 

Peltier, an American Indian Movement activist, is 
currently serving two life sentences for the deaths of 
two FBI agents on the Pine Ridge Reservation in 1 975. 

Before a Grand Jury, a witness had given testimony 
that placed Peltier near the agents at the time they 
were killed. The witness recanted at the trial, testifying 
that he had been coerced by the FBI to lie. But the 
recantation never got into the trial record, and the 
resulting misconception was not corrected by either 
Peltier's lawyers or the government. 

Send letters urging clemency to President 
Clinton, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., Washington, 
DC 20500. 

For current information on Leonard Peltier and how 
you can help contact, The Leonard Peltier Defense 
Committee at PO Box 583, Lawrence, KS 66004 or call 
(913) 842-5774. 

Prisoner's addresses are in the directory on page 
thirty-nine each issue of the EF! Journal. 


Mumia Abu Jamal Lives 

When Pennsylvania Governor Thomas Ridge signed 
the death warrant for Mumia Abu Jamal on Friday, 
June 2, 1995, he couldn't have imagined the public 
fury that would erupt. Mumia was convicted in 1982 
of killing a police officer after a trial chock-full of 
misconduct and questionable tactics on the part of 
the prosecution. At the time Mumia was a reporter 
and MOVE supporter. (For more info on the history 
of the case see the Lughnasadh 1995, EF! Journal.) 

Activists from across the country pulled together in 
a barrage of support actions. A series of banners were 
dropped, or held, across the country — most notable 
of which was dropped on July 31 in Pittsburgh. 
Activists dropped a 40-foot banner for rush hour 
facing the county jail. The activists were arrested; 
however, after they were released by the university 
police, they retrieved their banner from a nearby 
dumpster and hung it again for evening rush hour. 



Governor Ridge of Pennsylvania in a rare daylight appearance 


Things also heated up at the Governor's Confer- 
ence that was held in Burlington, VT. The four day 
event drew governors from across the States, the 
president and activists from up and down the East 
Coast. By the end of the conference police had made 
24 arrests, security guards' nerves were shot, and 
activists sent a clear message to the president and 
Governor Ridge, "FREE MUMIA NOW!" 

In August, Mumia's death warrant was rescinded 
indefinitely, pending a new appeal. 

For more info on Mumia or MOVE contact POB 
19709, Philadelphia, PA 19143. 


And Don't Forget ... 

Lise Olsen is still in jail for an anti-fur billboard 
alteration she did in 1992. She was sentenced in 
1994 to four years on a bogus arson conviction. 
Lise Olsen, Political Prisoner, B48426, PO Box 
5001, Dwight Prison, Dwight IL, 60420 

Since February of this year, Jim Chambers has been 
sitting in custody awaiting trial for charges 
stemming from the UK Road Wars. Jim is charged 
with taking a sledgehammer to a couple of 
bulldozers one night when he was feeling 
frustrated. 

Jim Chambers, PV2504, HMP Pentonville, 
Caledonia Road, London N7, England 






An ignoble deed — Shearer Lumber piling the corpses. 


by James Barnes 

When you want the Forest Service's attention, 
sometimes you just gotta go see 'em where they live. 
Well this summer, the kids came down from camp 
in Dixie, Idaho, and told those Freddies just exactly 
what they thought of their plans to destroy the rich 
and wild Cove and Mallard roadless areas on the 
edge of the River of No Return Wilderness. 
Happy Holidays 

August 17 was the fourth annual Wild Rockies 
Wilderness Day, so during the celebrations some 40 


to 50 demonstrators equipped with coffee and do- 
nuts headed down to the Jack Creek logging road, 
ready to share their breakfast and spread the good 
word. When they got there two of the activists got 
up in tripods; one sitter stayed up for over nine 
hours. Two others chained themselves to the tri- 
pods' legs and eight more lay down on the road. 
"What am I going to have to do, shoot you all?" 
exclaimed an exasperated security guard. During 
the day three gunshots were fired in the protesters' 
general direction. Road work shut down for the day, 
presumably in the spirit of the holiday. Twelve 
people were arrested 
on federal charges of 
closure violations and 
road obstruction. 

Activists also sent a 
fax to Jack Ward Tho- 
mas, Chief of the For- 
est Service, demand- 
ing that the Cove/ 

Mallard project be 
canceled. The fax was 
signed by 60 organi- 
zations, including the 
Ancient Forest Bus Bri- 
gade, Greenpeace 
USA, Friends of the 
Earth USA, the Alli- 
ance for the Wild 
Rockies and the Ecol- 
ogy Center of 
Missoula, Montana. 

On the same day in 
Grangeville, ID, three 
people were arrested 
on state trespassing 
charges when Earth 
Firstlers went to see 
Hal Salwasser, new regional forester for Region 
1 (Northern Rockies) of the Forest Service. Some of 
you may recall that Salwasser was the guy behind 
New Perspectives, a late 80s Freddie PR campaign to 
soothe a public recently become aware of massive 
clearcutting by promising to leave a tree here and 
there. Hal's one of the New Bureaucrats; he's no Good 
Old Boy. He's slick, Washington savvy — a real team 
player. Anyway, Hal was paying a visit to the Nez 


Perce National Forest to glad-hand the 
locals at an open house when a bunch of 
grubby protester-types attempted to come 
in and give him a letter detailing illegali- 
ties with the Cove/Mallard sales. At that, 
the open house closed up real fast so the 
protesters, upset, were naturally forced to 
walk around in salmon costumes and 
climb up on the roof until they were 
arrested. One person was arrested for 
walking. Nobody's really sure why. 

Hal Salwasser was annoyed with the Earth 
Firstlers, saying in an in- 
terview with Lewiston 
Morning Tribune reporter 
Kathy Hedberg, "It's un- 
fair some of them choose 
to put themselves in harm's 
way and stimulate other 
people to talk about vio- 
lent acts." Condescending, isn't he? Also annoyed 
was the Idaho Free Press, which chided the Forest 
Service for overreacting to the protesters and can- 
celing the open house — you know, democracy 
and all that. 

Arrestees from the day's events were sent to 
Federal Court in Coeur d'Alene, ID, for arraign- 
ment as the usual magistrates in Boise were absent. 
There they giggled and sniggered and poked one 
another in the courtroom until poor Magistrate 
Cynthia Imbrogno became so flustered and of- 
fended she lost her temper and barked, "There is 

nothing funny going 
on here. This is very 
serious to me and this 
should be serious to 
you." She then threat- 
ened that the protest- 
ers might have to stay 
after court, so they 

settled down. No gum 
chewing was reported. 
Make it Set 
"Intact ecosystems, 
without clearcuts, are a 
rapidly declining re- 
source on our public 
lands. Trying to pre- 
serve them is worth get- 
ting a little concrete on 
your hands." So said 
Captains Kirk and 
Picard on August 29. 
The two activists 
stopped road building 
and logging for three 
hours. They had hoped 
to stop it for longer than 
that, but no such luck. 
They locked themselves 
through plastic pipe in 55 gallon drums full of 
cement and gravel dug into the Jack road... only, 
ah, the concrete didn't set. So when the Freddies 
showed up they quickly realized the two weren't 
attached to anything but mush. The captains were 
slurpily yanked out and sent to the pokey in Mos- 
cow, charged with the usual closure violations and 
road obstruction. Their trial is set for October 17. 


f we, fim, HaUatf & HaUard 
Have dun 

Nez Perce Forest Supervisor and full-time Timber 
Beast Mike King has been transferred out of the Nez 
Perce office. We don't know if this had anything to 
do with the following actions, but... 

On August 2, Cove and Mallard II decided to pay 
a visit to the Red River Ranger District. Armed with 
three demands, a chain and a lock, they rushed 
into the the office to find Ranger Ed Wood in a 
meeting. The Freddies rushed... limbs flailed... 
Unable to lock together, the two fell limp to the 
floor. 

Secretaries shrieked and moaned, "This is so 
juvenile!" as Cove, or maybe it was Mallard, at- 
tempted to dialogue with Ed. Ed crept back to his 
meeting. 

"Ed Wood, we just want to talk to you. We have 
a few specific requests." A buzzing white silence 
was his only response. 

"We're polite!" insisted Cove. "We're not leaving 
until you guarantee us a Supplemental Environ- 
mental Impact Statement! We want fish in our 
streams, not sediment! Come out here, Ed Wood!" 

But the dialogue never happened. Ed refused to 
read Cove's letter or Mallard's list of demands, or, 
uh, vice versa. "They tried to read from a piece of 
paper, but I didn't listen," he proudly said later. 

So they took them to Grangeville and locked 
them away. 

At the Nez Perce NF Supervisor's Office in 
Grangeville, two womyn posed as tourists and asked 
the receptionist for directions to a wilderness trail 
and to use the restroom. Little did they know that 
Cove was hiding a heavy chain under her sweatshirt 
and Mallard was concealing a padlock. Sporting t- 
shirts that read "No More Roads," and "Save Cove/ 
Mallard," the two found Mike King's office and 
locked together in his secretary's quarters. 

Supporters also were inside the building yelling 
"Save Cove/Mallard!" and running through the 
halls [a demerit offense] while Freddies scrambled 
around screaming "Secure the perimeter!" Back to 
back, Cove and Mallard barged through the door, 
past the "do not disturb" sign. They told King he 
was fired and could go home. To their glee, King 
already had the media there and was in the middle 
of an interview. After they presented the supervisor 
with a list of demands, he set them aside and told 
them to leave. If he had read the list, he would have 
realized they weren't leaving until the demands 
were agreed to in writing. So down they sat and 
locked arms. In an effort to rescue the interview, 
King briefly dialogued with the womyn about their 
concerns before they were arrested and the re- 
porter was kicked out of the office. 

None of the Coves and none of Mallards had 
really asked for much; just three simple demands: 
1) A supplemental EIS, including a reassessment of 
old growth and a resurvey of threatened and en- 
dangered species; 2) Baseline data on all nine main 
streams in the sale areas; and 3) A halt on all 
logging and road building until the above de- 
mands are met. 

So far, the demands have not been met. 

Cove I and Jeff Taylor and Cove II, and maybe a 
Mallard or two, all contributed to this tale, which was 
compiled with apologies by Darryl Echt. 


I If you live in the Northeast don't forget Ramon and Robert Hoyt's Cove/Mallard Roadshow, coming to a 
, town near you from January through March. For details see the announcement p. 

The Cove/Mallard video Defending the Big Wild is available for fifteen dollars from the Missoula 
I Cove/Mallard Coalition office at 127 East Main St., Missoula, MT 59802; (406) 549-3978; Contact Cove/ 
I Mallard Coalition Base Camp at POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843; (208) 882-9755. 

| Contact the Friends of Cove/Mallard Activist Orientation Center in Missoula at (406) 728-0867. 

| For a brief recorded "State of the Cove/Mallard Campaign" message, updated weekly, call (801 ) 379- 
| 8925 or (800) 889-5277 (emergencies only). 

If you can't donate your body to Cove/Mallard, feel free to send money, chocolate, coffee, beer or granola. 
Are you wondering what to do with that old sleeping bag or those dated long johns? Don't call Goodwill; 

' send them to: Last Wilderness Defense Fund, POB 9970, Moscow, ID 83843. 

We use and appreciate every gift. Be creative. Remember, if you don't know where you're going CALL FIRST! 

1 


Cove /Mallard Timber Sale Plan 

Miles of new road to be constructed: 145 
Number of clearcuts: 200 
Amount of timber: 81,000,000 board feet 
Years required for completion: 6 


Cove/Mallard In Progress 
Miles completed: 20 
Clearcuts completed: 12 
Board feet removed: 5,000,000 
Years expired: 4 



Breakfast buffet on the Jack road. 
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Red Band Trout- 
Ready to Check Out 

The Biodiversity Legal Foundation (BIT), of Boulder, Colorado, and 
Montana Conservationist Don Kern filed suit in Federal District Court 
July 20 against Secretary of Interior Bruce Babbitt for violating the 
Endangered Species Act. They say Babbitt failed to issue a ruling on the 
BLF's petition to list the Interior Redband Trout. The BLF contends that 
the species, considered to be a native Rainbow Trout subspecies, is 
biologically threatened in all of the Kootenai River drainage in north- 
ern Idaho and northwest Montana due to dangerously low population 
levels, continued habitat destruction from mining and logging, re- 
stricted range, hybridization resulting from introduced fish species, 
and inadequate government programs. 

The ESA requires the Secretary to decide within 90 days of receiving 
a petition whether listing may be warranted and to initiate a compre- 
hensive status review for the species. The finding is now one year 
overdue, prompting this lawsuit. 

Only five known populations of native Redband Rainbow Trout exist, 
in the upper parts of the Kootenai and Yaak River drainages of the 
Kootenai National Forest. This represents about five percent of the 
trout's original range in the state of Montana. 

Several factors imperil this fish. "The largest threat comes from non- 
native stocked fish that have hybridized most of the populations in the 
Kootenai River drainage," said Jasper Carlton, Director of the BLF. 
"When breeding occurs with these exotic competitors, the Interior 
Redband Trout loses its genetic purity. Continued hybridization weak- 
ens any chance for the eventual recovery of this native fish. [It] also 
faces threats to its habitat from destructive logging practices and ever- 
increasing mining activity in the Cabinet- Yaak ecosystem." 

Bull trout, westslope cutthroat and the Kootenai River white sturgeon 
also face threats that presage the ecological degradation of this rich and 
unique river system. The best scientific evidence available suggests that 
an integrated, multiple species recovery effort is needed to help restore 
this imperiled ecosystem and ensure the continued survival of all these 
native fish. 

Federal listing will not only give the species and its wild habitat a 
chance for long-term recovery but may also help to establish a reversal 
in the state of Montana's antiquated policies regarding the protection 
of aquatic ecosystems. It is essential that state and federal agencies now 
work cooperatively to restore the native redband, particularly in the 
major trout fisheries of the northern Rockies. Further delay in listing 
may mean the imminent demise of this inland native fish. 

The Biodiversity Legal Foundation is a national, non-profit organization 
dedicated to the preservation of all native wild plants and animals, commu- 
nities of species, and naturally functioning ecosystems. Based in Boulder, 
Colorado, the BLF continues to be at the cutting edge of legal efforts to protect 
imperiled species and their habitats. 


T-BAG Blockades 
Incinerator Project 

by Steve Taylor, Big River Earth First! 

In opposition to plans to incinerate over 100,000 cubic yards of 
dioxin-contaminated soil at the former town of Times Beach, Missouri, 
the Times Beach Action Group (T-BAG) occupied the road leading into 
the project for over an hour on July 27. Times Beach, now a ghost town, 
has been central in the heated debate over both the toxicity and 
dangers of dioxin incineration. Times Beach was evacuated in 1982 
because it and 26 other sites in Missouri were sprayed with dioxin- 
tainted soil in the early seventies. 

The highly publicized event drew an army of law enforcement. St. 
Louis County tactical squad officers were strategically placed on a 
bridge leading to the site gate and on the rooftops of nearby govern- 
ment offices. State Patrol officers stood on standby in the nearby city 
of Eureka, and the local fire protection district was called to the site just 
in case "things got out of hand." 

The morning of the action was inundated with live media reports of 
authorities preparing for T-BAG's arrival, and the possibility access to 
the area would be restricted to local traffic and contractors. The 
authorities options were limited, however; every core T-BAGer and 
member of the press was provided a copy of a permit for the "Taykowski " 
family barbecue in a park a thousand yards from the site. 

With tensions running high on both sides, the rally kicked off a half- 
hour early with over a hundred participants. With drumming and walls 
of smoke, moon-suited radicals and local residents bannered and closed 
the road. Trucks and other vehicles foolish enough to attempt entrance 
to the site were turned away by protesters for an hour and a half. 

Ten women and five men were apprehended as the crowd chanted 
"arrest the EPA." All were later released on their own recognizance 
pending application of warrant. [Ed note: The County Prosecuter has since 
notified T-Bag that all 1 5 will be charged with misdemeanor trespass.] The 
prisoners sweltered for over an hour after their arrest in the 95 degree 
heat in an unventilated transport vehicle somewhere in the Superfund 
site. The arrestees were also transferred from one transport vehicle to 
another, forcing them to stand on the contaminated site. 

Several arrestees have since experienced difficulty with normal hand 
movement due to excessive force used by the freaked-out cops in 
securing restraining bands. 

T-BAG promised to return, next time without warning. Meanwhile, 
public opposition against the project intensifies as the agencies in- 
volved become more desperate in their attempts to deceive the public 
as to the "safety" of the project. 

For more information contact T-BAG at 50 Clarkson Center Suite 493, 
Chesterfield MO, 63017, (314) 391-5715. For legal support make checks 
payable to Citizens Against Dioxin Incineration (CADI). 


Oregon Campaign for Sustainable Forestry 
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by Gary Kutcher 

Oregonians for Sustainable Forestry (OSF) is calling on 
organizations and individuals throughout Oregon to help 
them in passing The Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI). The 
SFI can help move Oregon's forest practices away from prac- 
tices that promote destruction and greediness to forestland 
management programs that are conservative, sustainable and 
will provide long-term jobs for thousands of Oregonians. 

The Sustainable Forestry Initiative is a statewide ballot 
measure to prohibit clearcutting and chemical herbicide and 
pesticide use in forests across Oregon. The Oregon Secretary of 
State's office has approved a ballot title for the measure with 
the caption "Prohibits many present timber harvest practices, 
imposes more restrictive regulations. " OSF will need to collect the 
73,261 signatures of Oregon voters byjuly 1996 to qualify The 
Sustainable Forestry Initiative for the November 1996 ballot. 

The initiative places rigorous restrictions on forest practices 
| on private, state and federal lands across Oregon. The initia- 
1 five requires anyone cutting trees on any acre of forestland in 
i Oregon to leave at least "60 well-distributed trees that mea- 
sure at least 1 1 inches diameter" in western Oregon and at least "35 well- 
distributed trees that measure 10 inches diameter" in eastern Oregon. 
Under the SFI, loggers must provide written plans that show compliance 
| with the SFI. Citizens that know of failures to comply with the act can 
sue to force compliance. Those who prevail in such suits are to be 
awarded attorney fees and other damages. Currently, on state and 
private forestland, only four good-sized trees must be left per acre, and 
even this rule is rarely enforced by the Oregon Department of Forestry. 

The Sustainable Forestry Initiative tightens up the Oregon Forest 
Practices Act (the state law which regulates forest practices on private 
and state land in Oregon) and seeks to restrict forest practices on federal 
lands through the federal Clean Water Act. In addition to a ban on the 
practice of clearcutting, the measure prohibits use of chemical herbi- 
cides and pesticides on forestlands. The Sustainable Forestry Initiative is 
supported by many organic farmers and natural food stores since it could 



Abuses such as this Weyerhaeuser clearcut in central Oregon 
would be outlawed under the Sustainable Forestry Initiative 

set a precedent for stronger restrictions of chemical spraying on 
agricultural lands in Oregon. 

The Clinton Administration's Option 9 program allows for the 
cutting of as much as half of Oregon's old-growth ecosystems. Add to 
this inflated prices of timber, massive amounts of log exports, and an 
Oregon Department of Forestry still hanging on to worthless rules for 
habitat protection and we can see why clearcutting doubled on small 
woodlots in Oregon from 1992 to 1993! OSF believes that the Sustain- 
able Forestry Initiative can help maximize a wide range of ecological 
uses of forestlands while providing much needed forest stewardship 
and restoration work in rural communities. 

To help with this campaign or to get more information please contact Gary 
Kutcher at (503) 344-5406, or write to Oregonians for Sustainable Forestry 
at 454 Willamette Street Room 211, Eugene, OR 97401. 
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Humpbacks Hanker for Help 

Glacier Bay Plan would increase vessels in whale habitat 


A "Vessel Management Plan" for Glacier Bay 
National Park and Preserve, now out for public 
comment, spells further trouble for the area's 
humpback whales. The plan would increase cruise 
ship visits by 72 percent, and has triggered demands 
for the same increase for other vessels. 

Glacier Bay proper is an especially important and 
productive summer feeding area for endangered 
humpback whales. Although protected under the 
international whaling moratorium since 1965, 
humpbacks have not increased. Researchers suspect 
one reason the population has not recovered is 
disturbance by increased vessel traffic— including 
whale-watching boats — in the near-shore areas the 
whales rely on for breeding and feeding. 

In recent years use of Park waters by humpback 
whales has declined, as have birth rates. These 
adverse trends have coincided with increased vessel 
traffic. By 1988, NPS had increased the number of 
all types of vessels to the maximum quotas allowed 
by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), 
which specified that the quotas could be main- 
tained provided the number of whales returning 
each year stayed at 22 or above. But while whale 
visits have been falling below that level (except in 
1992), the NPS has not cut back the vessel quotas 
correspondingly. 

Availability of the whales' food supply may be a 
major factor, but scientific uncertainty surrounds its 
possible role in the decline in whale use of the bay. 
The National Marine Fisheries Service says it "...can- 
not rule out the hypothesis that some humpback 
whales may avoid the area due to vessel traffic." It 


urged the Park Service to "take a conservative 
approach in all management actions that may affect 
humpback whales." 

When NMFS set the current ceiling on vessel 
quotas, it did so on condition that humpback use of 
the bay remained stable or increased. Now, because 
whale use and reproductive success has declined 
over the last 7 years, a roll-back to pre-1988 levels is 
in order, even given scientific uncertainty as to the 
exact cause or causes of the alarming whale trends. 

Alternative 4 of the Vessel Management Plan 
comes closest to meeting NMFS's "conservative 
approach." It would reduce seasonal entries of 
cruise ships (to 92), tour boats, and charter and 
private boats. Alternative 4 also has a year-round 
closure of the park's 5 saltwater wilderness areas — 
amounting to just nine percent of total park wa- 
ters — to motorized vessels. This would provide the 
highest degree of security for sensitive wildlife and 
fulfill the intent of the Wilderness Act for these 
unique waters. 

Alternative 4, however, fails to establish four new 
"whale waters" (whale concentration areas) where 
almost all vessels would be required to stay in mid- 
channel or one nautical mile from shore. And, as 
with all alternatives, it arbitrarily exempts commer- 
cial fishing vessels. 

Letters, faxes and phone calls are needed on 
behalf of the humpback whale, other wildlife and 
wilderness values of Glacier Bay. 

Please urge the Park Service to adopt Alternative 4 
for the vessel management plan, but modified to 
include commercial fishing vessels and to designate 

the five whale waters. 
Write Robert D. Barbee, 
Alaska Field Director 
National Park Service, 
2525 Gambell Street, 
Anchorage, AK 99503, 
phone (907) 257-2690, 
fax (907) 257-2533. 

For further informa- 
tion, contact the Alaska 
Office of the Sierra Club, 
241 E. 5 th Ave, Anchor- 
age AK 99501, phone 
(907) 276-4048, fax (907) 
258-6807, e-mail 
jack.hession@sierraclub.org 



Shawnee Activists Halt Illegal Logging 


BY SHOUKA 

On July 31, Shawnee Earth First! and elements 
of Katuah Earth First! successfully halted a covert 
and illegal timber sale in the Cripps Bend area of 
the Shawnee National Forest. The EF!ers actually 
hugged the trees about to be cut, stopping the 
sale. The cliche tactic worked due to the lack of a 
closure order and the absence of law enforce- 
ment personnel capable of hiking the rough 
terrain. The action allowed the Regional Associa- 
tion of Concerned Environmentalists (RACE) to 
secure a Temporary Restraining Order (TRO). 

The action also prevented the pending RACE 
lawsuit from becoming moot as was the Forest 
Service's intention. 

The sale was detected by Katuahans accidentally 
camping on the entrance to the sale area. As one 
put it, "We were spending the night at Cripps 
Bend on our way home when we awoke to log- 
gers, skidders and the Forest Service asking us to 
move our truck so they could begin logging." As 
it was still early by Katuah standards, and our 
comrades were groggy and highly outnumbered, 
they complied and drove to a phone to alert the 
locals and call in reinforcements. Shawnee EF! 
mobilized and arrived on the scene of the crime 
shortly thereafter. Together, the combined team 
confronted the logging crew. One member of the 


team ordered the crew to halt their activity and 
placed herself between the trees and the 
chainsaws. Once the other members of the team 
saw that their comrade's legs in fact were not 
sawed off by the loggers and that the tactic 
worked, they took up their respective positions. 
After an hour or two of following the loggers 
around and hugging targeted trees, the loggers 
gave up and the activists escorted them from the 
woods. 

The following day a Temporary Restraining Order 
(TRO) was issued for ten days. Since that time the 
Judge granted two more extensions on the TRO, but 
sadly, on September 12 the TRO ran out as the 
judge sided with the US Forest Service. Currently 
there is no closure order on the sale area, and the 
logging company stated they will not begin cutting 
until an enforced closure order is in effect. 

There is a base camp set up at Cripps Bend to 
protect the area while RACE members work on 
an appeal or retrial of their case in the courts. 
Cripps Bend is smack dab in the middle of a large, 
contiguous canopy that is the last Illinois holdout 
of neotropical migratory songbirds, Indiana bats 
and bobcats, to name just a few of the sexier 
critters in need of your help. If you are interested 
in participating in this battle by coming to the 
base camp, sending donations, etc., contact 
Shawnee EF! at (618) 549-7387. 


RETURN OF THE 
LOBO: 

The Southwest's 
second chance 

by Robert Hassinger 

On June 21, the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS) issued a draft Environmental Impact State- 
ment (DEIS) concerning the reintroduction of the 
Mexican wolf within its historic range in the 
Southwestern United States. This document is the 
product of years of tedious litigation and relentless 
pursuit of a biodiverse ecosystem. 

The Mexican wolf is one of the smallest subspe- 
cies of the North American gray wolf. It once 
roamed the Southwestern parts of North America, 
ranging from central and northern Mexico to 
western Texas, southern New Mexico and central 
Arizona. The wolf in this land was known as the 
lobo. 

Southwestern ecosystems were intact prior to 
the 1880's, when Europeans populated the 
continent. The invaders overhunted ungulate 
populations, paving the way for what was to be 
the Southwest's most noxious and deleterious use 
of the land: cattle ranching. Its natural quarry 
depleted, the wolf preyed upon livestock. This 
fueled the US government to sanction an all out 
effort to eradicate the wolf from the Southwest. 
The wolf was so hated that they were not only 
hunted, trapped, shot, and poisoned but muti- 
lated, burned alive, and dragged behind horses by 
their hind legs until dead. By the mid 1900's the 
wolf was essentially eliminated from the South- 
west. 

In 1976 the Mexican wolf was listed as an 
endangered species by the FWS under the Endan- 
gered Species Act (Act). This promoted conserva- 
tion of the wolf by a government that had at- 
tempted to destroy the animal incessantly a few 
years before. 

In 1979 the Mexican Wolf Recovery Team was 
formed by the FWS, the main goal of which was 
"to conserve and ensure the survival of [the] 
Mexican wolf; by maintaining a captive breeding 
program and re-establishing a viable, self sustain- 
ing population of at least one hundred Mexican 
wolves in the middle to high elevations of a 5,000 
square mile area within the Mexican wolf's 
historic range." Currently there are nineteen 
facilities in the US and Mexico breeding Mexican 
wolves. 

A goal of this project is to establish four packs 
of wolves into the proposed areas by the year 
2000. The Blue Range Wolf Recovery Area is the 
primary recovery zone. The secondary recovery 
zone encompasses the primary but is extended 
throughout the Apache National Forest. 

The wolves are classified as a "non-essential, 
experimental" population under section 10(j) of 
the ESA. This amendment provides a loophole 
which allows exceptions to the ESA language that 
prohibits the "taking" of an endangered species. 
With this status the wolves can be relocated or 
killed if problems occur, such as livestock depreda- 
tions or roaming outside the proposed area. 

Rick Bass best summed up the situation of the 
wolf in the West when he said “There is a debt to 
be paid, and it is in the wolf's favor. We owe the 
wolf a huge payment for the misery we exacted in 
developing and taming the dry rangelands of the 
West into dusty factories of meat." The wolf 
needs our help! Here is what you can do: 

•Submit pro-wolf comments supporting Option 
C, which fully protects the wolves under the ESA, 
by October 31 to US Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Mexican wolf EIS. P.O.Box 1306, Albequerque, 

NM 87103. 

•Write letters to the editor in your local newspa- 
per calling for reintroduction of the Mexican 
wolf. 

For further information on how to help the wolf, 
please call the Southwest Center for Biological Diver- 
sity at (SOS) S38-0961. 
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Hyundai Threatens OregonWetlands 


by Michelle Stewart 

On June 5, 1995, an application was made to 
the Army Corps of Engineers for permits to fill 
wetlands and build a 1.3 billion dollar semicon- 
ductor plant in Eugene, Oregon. When the 
project was announced by the city planner, it was 
billed as a "done deal," so before the public had a 
chance to think twice about Hyundai, the pace 
was already being set for a forced acceptance and 
speeded development time. 

So, let's back up here a bit. 

Though the application for permits was made on 
June 5, as early as February members of the Eugene 
City Council were being preened and tested to see 
how they would respond to the plant — laying the 
groundwork to assure there would be support 
when the proposal was announced. When the 
application was put forth, Hyundai executives 
stated that they wanted to break ground on the 
site by August 10. That's right, in less than two 


months they wanted all logistical problems dealt 
with — public process be damned. 

The opening of a new industrial plant may 
seem commonplace in the US, but this plant 
would be located in the Willow Creek Industrial 
Park, otherwise known as the Willow Creek 
wetlands complex. The site is habitat to both the 
imperiled western pond turtle and the Fender's 
blue butterfly, which is awaiting a federal listing 
under the Endangered Species Act 

When Hyundai and the City of Eugene realized 
that wetlands development would not be received 
well by the public, they found a simple and clear 
solution: Hyundai hired former Governor Neil 
Goldschmidt to lobby for the plant, and the city 
hired a pricey Portland PR firm. Together they 
came up with this: "All efforts will be made to 
minimize the plant's impacts on our site and 
prevent impacts to adjacent or downstream 
natural resources." 

Well, let's just take a look at that for what it's 
worth: 
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Gatherings Restricted in National Forests 


On August 30, 1995, the Forest Service 
amended its regulations (36 CFR 251, 261) to 
require groups of 75 or more to obtain per- 
mits before gathering on national forest land. 
These new rules are apparently necessary to 
curb "significant adverse impacts on forest 
resources," protect public health and safety, 
and to keep pesky hippies out of the way of 
bonafide multiple abusers. 

The Freddies claim the regulations are "nar- 
rowly tailored to further significant govern- 
ment interest" based on the Supreme Court 
ruling that "protection of public lands for 
current and future generations is a signifi- 
cant government interest." 

Permit applications must be submitted by 


one responsible, upstanding, ID-brandishing 
representative at least 72 hours before the 
event. Smokey then has 48 hours to reject the 
application and send your organization pack- 
ing. There's a whole list of new no-no's, which 
can be found in the current Federal Register on 
pages 45,258 through 45,295. 

Turns out, if you go to the Round River 
Rendezvous next year on the national forest 
in Idaho and the Earth First! brigadier general 
has not secured the proper permits, you will 
clearly be in violation of the law of the land. 

For more information, contact the Rainbow 
Family of Living Light at Peace Park/DC Crew, 
PO Box 27217, Washington, DC 20038; (202) 
462-0757. 


• Hyundai would like to develop Eugene's last 
natural wetlands. The mega-project will be a three 
phase venture, with the first phase destroying 30 
acres. To insure they don't "impact the site" they 
are going to fill and pave a 1,400-space parking 
lot over the wetlands. Hyundai detailed its idea of 
mitigation for this enormous project in a one- 
page leaflet, three quarters of which was PR. Their 
mitigation plan is a 70-foot-wide drainage corri- 
dor and not much more. 

• The plant is being built with no Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS), no biological or scientific 
studies and no plans to do any of the above. 
Hyundai was offered sites in ten other major urban 
centers in the US, none of which was on a wet- 
lands complex (and none of which they pursued). 

• Both the city and Hyundai have made the 
public comment period a living hell, with most 
documents only available through the Freedom of 
Information Act. 

• Hyundai has yet to release its list of toxins, 
chemicals and emissions expected from the plant; 
estimates run at two million tons of air pollution 
per year. Toxics information is supposed to be 
public record, but the lists will not be available 
until after construction has begun. 

• Hyundai is getting a three-year property tax 
break of 27 million dollars. The City of Eugene is 
accommodating the transition by supplying the 
electricity and road improvements for free. This 
loss in revenue should make the citizens who 
want the jobs in Eugene question what the 
benefits of this project really are. 

• Hyundai has been continually rewriting its 
plans, passing them off as science and misrepre- 
senting proposal changes as authorized by the 
city. To "counter," the city contracted a consult- 
ant (one very familiar with semiconductor plants) 
to advise the city on Hyundai's little schemes. 

The question here is whether he reports to the 
city before or after he picks up his check? He is 
being paid by Hyundai to work for the city. 

• Hyundai claims no permanent ecological 
impacts, yet the plant would create 9.5 million 
gallons of waste water each day, extracted directly 
from the Willamette River. Where does this waste 
water end up? Well, no one (not even Hyundai) 
knows. The company refuses to look into recy- 
cling its water, which would reduce this impact 
by 40 percent. Local residents who drink from 
wells fear they will eventually be drinking "com- 
puter water"... not all too tasty. 

Meanwhile, the Corps is "considering" requiring 
an EIS, and opposition to the plant is slowly 
building. The impacts on the area are far-reaching 
and could spell the end for the turtles, the butter- 
flies and the wetlands complex. Please voice your 
concerns to Hyundai Electronics America, 166 
Baypoint Parkway, San Jose, CA 95134. 


••• 


ESA Victory Prompts Backlash 

continued from page 3 

In their thrust to do away with endangered species protection, Representa- 
tives Young (AK) and Pombo (CA) prepared the Endangered Species Conser- 
vation and Management Act of 1995. This bill redefines "take" to exclude 
habitat modification on private land, overriding indefinitely the Court's 
decision in Sweet Home. It is also worded to exclude habitat modification 
occurring on public lands at the hand of government agencies. It greatly 
expands the Constitution's Fifth Amendment right to compensation if 
property is taken by the government, forcing landowners to be paid by the 
taxpayers if their land is devalued by as little as 20 percent because of 
regulations. It requires that the property be bought by the government if its 
value decreases by 50 percent or more. If the government cannot, or will not 
pay the landowner, the regulations would not apply to that piece of prop- 
erty. 

The bill would require FWS to take into account scientific data submitted 
by industry when making listing decisions and would require that captive 
population numbers be considered when determining whether a species is 
endangered. The latter requirement ignores the large body of scientific 
evidence attesting to the value of wild populations. 

Perhaps the two most chilling aspects of the Young/Pombo bill are that it 
would require a special act of Congress to protect genetically distinct popu- 
lations of species, such as the Mt. Graham red squirrel, taking listing power 
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away from Fish and Wildlife and placing it in the hands of the politicians. It 
would also require the establishment of a system of "National Biological 
Diversity Reserves" on our public lands which would be set up by Congress 
for the express purpose of conserving biodiversity. These reserves could 
encompass existing wilderness areas, national parks, etc. The catch is that all 
public lands outside the reserve system would be managed exclusively for 
resource extraction with no concern given whatsoever to endangered species 
protection. 

If you thought the past twenty years of conservation battles have been 
ugly, you ain't seen nothing yet. We lost the fight to keep our environmen- 
tal laws from being temporarily suspended; now we must try to keep them 
from being repealed entirely. Here's what you can do: Write your representa- 
tive and tell them to speak out publicly against the Young/Pombo bill. Tell 
them you support the Supreme Court's decision in the Sweet Home case and 
believe in a strong Endangered Species Act. 

Contact the Endangered Species Coalition at 666 Pennsylvania Ave SE, Wash- 
ington, DC 20003; (202) 547-9009. 



CouNcil Cans CUyoouoT RECoMMENdATioNs 


The Rainforest Action Network's annual 
"Chatauqua" took place in August in the heart of 
Clayoquot Sound on the west coast of Vancouver 
Island, BC. As various workshops and discussions 
took place, leaders of indigenous sovereign 
nations and North American environmental 
organizations began to identify common ground. 
After lengthy discussions the following declara- 
tion was made under the title of the Juh-Juh-Dids 
Council: 

We declare a state of global emergency. We call for 
an immediate end to commercial logging in all 
remaining primary forests. We support indigenous 
sovereign nations. We support their opposition to the 
BC Treaty Commission and to the Clayoquot Sound 
Scientific Panel Recommendations because we recog- 
nize that these processes have been sponsored by 
ecologically irresponsible corporations and the govern- 
ment they control. The blanket policies they have 
produced will adversely affect all life, waters and land 
in what is commonly referred to as British Columbia, 
and beyond. 

The sovereign nations referred to in the decla- 
ration lie beyond the Canadian treaty frontier, 
meaning that their land was never sold or ceded 
to the colonial government. They believe in 
preserving their traditions and culture, and re- 
occupying the land and opposing any large-scale 


industrial resource extraction. A respect for the 
land is entrenched deeply into the sovereign 
stance, as is a duty to defend the land. The 
Canadian Government installed a system of 
governance which relies on an elected band 
council, replacing the traditional hereditary 
chief system. The council, paid by the Cana- 
dian government itself, can negotiate treaties 
which effectively extinguish aboriginal rights 
and title to the land. The BC Treaty Commis- 
sion referred to in the declaration administers 
such treaties. 

The Clayoquot Sound Scientific Panel is a 
government appointed panel which produced a 
wide range of recommendations for the ecosys- 
tem of Clayoquot Sound [see "No More 
Clearcutting in BC?"Lughnasadh, 1995 Journal]. 
Recommendations include: the reduction of 
clearcuts to approximately 10 acres, preservation 
of some old-growth characteristics and restora- 
tion of damaged and degraded ecosystems. 
While on the face of it they represent a small 
step in the right direction, the report still con- 
dones the logging of what little pristine wilder- 
ness is left. The wrong question was asked in the 
wrong place; the scientific panel was forced to 
consider what kind of logging should be done 
instead of whether or not any more logging 


should be done. Small clearcuts will create a 
patchwork scenario. High winds funneling through 
the clearcuts will eventually blow down the buffer 
zones, resulting in larger devastated areas. Further- 
more, smaller clearcuts mean that a larger land- 
base is needed by each logging company, thus 
forcing the Ministry of Forests to open-up more 
pristine areas for destruction. 

Hereditary chiefs present during four days of 
discussions emphasized that the report is also flawed 
because it did not include full representation of all 
lives affected by the decision. From a sovereigntist 
perspective, the panel is yet another assertion of 
control over the land by the BC Government. 

As Chief Ed Moody of the Nuxalk nation put it, 
"The strength of the whole situation is that you 
have true sovereigntists joined by true environ- 
mentalists, attacking a true issue. It's a precedent. 
That's the big message that has to go out to the 
sovereign community and the environmental 
community." 

A follow-up meeting is planned for the fall 
equinox, where a mutual understanding and trust 
can be developed with a view to establishing 
protocols so participants may proceed carefully 
with respect for each other's parallel agendas. 

Contact the Juh-Juh-Dids Council at (604)725-2115. 


First Nation/Environmental Alliance Forces Interior Retreat 


continued from the frontpage 

feet up in the trees of the Fog Creek drainage. Fog 
Creek is located on King Island, otherwise known by 
the Nuxalk as Ista. Platforms were hoisted up into a 
network of ropes, and eventually eight tree-sitters 
were established high in the trees directly in the 
path of Interfor roadbuilding operations. 

Ray Morton, an archaeologist and one of two 
Nuxalk tree-climbers, said, "Two years of surveying 
archaeological sites in Nuxalk territory, watching 


our land being destroyed by clearcuts, has changed 
me from stepping out of the way of logging trucks 
to stopping them." 

Early on September 7, three days into the block- 
ade, Interfor stated that anyone found in the area 
would be charged with trespassing under a newly 
granted Supreme Court injunction. Ed Moody, one 
of five Hereditary Chiefs of the Nuxalk Nation, 
replied, "Interfor's injunction is invalid. We are not 
trespassing. This is our land. Interfor are the tres- 
passers. They are stealing our forests. The Nuxalk 
Elders, the Council and the He- 
reditary Chiefs have given their 
full support to the stand being 
made by the Nuxalk and FAN." 

The blockade was filled with 
laughter, ceremony and song. 
Two days in a row, Interfor 
arrived at the work site only to 
be turned away by a peacefully 
determined group of protest- 
ers. The elders have had an es- 
pecially inspiring presence at 
the blockade. Amanda 
Siwallace, 75, and Lucy Mack, 
86, arrived the camp set on 
walking over a kilometer uphill 
to join the treesit protest. They 
laughed at the suggestion that 
a more accessible camp be set 
up for them: "We'll get up there 
if it takes until midnight!" 

On September 9, fifteen 
Interfor workers arrived at the 
blockade site in an attempt to 
enforce their injunction. They 
were met by ten Nuxalk Nation 
traditionalists in ceremonial cos- 
tume and 15 FAN activists. The 
Nuxalk stated that Interfor was 
the trespasser, on Nuxalk terri- 
tory that has never been sold or 
s- ceded. They said the Canadian 
I court has no jurisdiction over 
* the area, and to emphasize the 
| point burned the injunction in 
| front of Interfor representatives. 
= An attempt was then made to 
read the injunction to the pro- 
testers, upon which everyone 
burst into traditional Nuxalkmc 


song. A second attempt to read the injunction was 
greeted with the same response. 

The tense atmosphere surrounding native sover- 
eignty issues has forced the federal and provincial 
governments into a delicate balance between public 
relations and law enforcement. The burning of the 
injunction led to an angry response on national 
television from the Attorney General and the dis- 
patch of several RCMP officers to Fog Creek, to 
remind the blockaders of the gravity of their offenses 
and their potential consequences. Upon their arrival 
the RCMP were met by Nuxalk and Heiltsuk tradi- 
tionalists who went beyond their long-standing dis- 
putes over claims to this area to stand together in 
asserting their sovereignty. In what may be an un- 
precedented gesture of recognition of that sover- 
eignty, the RCMP removed their weapons at the 
request of the traditionalists and left them behind in 
their boat before setting foot on Ista. 

The Victory 

The blockade and the burning of Interfor's court 
injunction by the traditionalists unleashed a series of 
events leading to Interfor shutting down its opera- 
tion on Ista. At 7am on September 16, an Interfor 
supervisor pulled up at the dock at Ista and asked 
permission from Hereditary Chief Ed Moody to re- 
move Interfor's equipment and deactivate road build- 
ing operations. 

Interfor have neither lifted their injunction nor 
made a formal promise to keep the Fog Creek water- 
shed intact forever. However, their forced retreat is 
certainly cause to claim victory — and to celebrate the 
power of the FAN/Nuxalk alliance. 

Both the native traditionalists and FAN are quite 
adamant that this campaign is primarily about com- 
plete protection of the Great Coast Forest. The Nuxalk 
plan a permanent reoccupation of this area through 
the construction of a traditional structure which will 
serve as a foothold in the campaign to end all indus- 
trial logging in these ancient forests. 

The struggle continues. FAN is moving to build a 
grizzly research platform, and laying plans for a 
canopy research station next spring. FAN will protest, 
and hopefully stop road building planned for early 
next year. Your help and support makes it possible to 
continue the campaign. They need a fax machine, a 
HI-8 videocamera, climbing gear, camping gear, CB 
radios (for the treesitters), a bigger boat (!) and $$$. 
Write to FAN, Box 625, Bella Coola, BC VOT ICO 
Canada, phone (604) 799-5800. 



FAN activist perched high in the trees 
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Exploitation, Bissidcncc and the Wrath ol the Crown 



by Amber Ale 

On July 4th, 15 of the 17 protesters arrested under the Criminal 
Justice Act (CJA) at the HJ Banks opencast coal mining site in Garforth, 
England, had their first appearance in Court. The hearing was ad- 
journed and future hearings may prove to be the focus of further 
protests against both the controversial trespass provisions of the CJA 
and against the proliferation of opencastmining. 

The Criminal Justice Act 

The Criminal Justice Act, which came into force in November 1994, 
is an omnibus bill with clauses on everything from criminal compen- 
sation schemes to the age of consent for male homosexuals. A 
significant portion of the Act has been interpreted as an attack on a 
range of alternative lifestyles typified by hunt saboteurs, road protest- 
ers and travelers. 

Similar to new regulations restricting gatherings on public lands in 
the US, the CJA aggressively targets community assembly and leaves 
open the possibility of prohibiting gatherings. Trespass on private land 
is shifted from civil law to criminal law. Trespassing on open land with 
the intent of intimidating or impeding lawful activity is now a crime 
in and of itself — reminiscent of Idaho's Earth First! law. This sweeping 
legislation also expedites eviction and prosecution of squatters. 

* Activists and attorneys around England are resisting the Act with 
zeal — breaking CJA provisions blatantly and subsequently battling 
the law in court. Other activists are in violation of the Act by the sheer 
nature of their work. The increase in arrests is having an obvious toll 
on such vanguards as the Hunt Saboteurs. 

Since it was introduced, over 200 people have been arrested under 
provisions of the Criminal Justice Act. Only 43 percent of those 
arrests have reached the courts, and only seven percent have resulted 
in conviction. 

The HJ Banks Site 

This site is the first in a series of increasingly large opencast sites 
around the small town of Garforth and first to become operational 
because a motorway is intended to be built over the site afterwards. 
Although local people oppose the schemes, legal attempts to block 
production have foundered on the UK government's insistence that 


Deep McShit in the UK 



by Dan Mills 

The longest running libel case in British history is "the best free 
entertainment in London," according to a UK newspaper. It's the 
"McLibel" Trial, the mammoth legal battle between two unemployed 
activists (Helen Steel and Dave Morris) and the $26 billion a year fast- 
food multinational, McDonald's. The case is based on a leaflet 
entitled "What's Wrong With McDonald's," produced by London 
Greenpeace in the mid-1980s. One hundred eighty witnesses are 
giving evidence in court about the effects of the company's advertis- 
ing and the impact of its operating practices and food products on the 
environment, farmed animals, human health, the Third World and 
on its own staff. The trial began in June 1994 and will probably not 
finish before March 1996. 

Since there is no right to legal aid in libel cases, Helen and Dave are 
representing themselves against the burger giant's team of top libel 
lawyers. Despite their lack of legal training, the cross examination 
skills they have acquired are proving very effective in cutting through 
the company's propaganda image to reveal the truth about its 
operations. 

The Effects of Packaging on the Environment 

The case has revealed a disturbing scheme by McDonald's to 
convince the public that styrofoam packaging was being recycled. 
Chief Purchasing Officer (CPO)Ed Oakley revealed in court that this 
PR ploy had absolutely no basis of truth. 

In the US, McDonald's has abandoned the use of styrofoam pack- 
aging, in part because it is not biodegradable and satiates landfills. 
Oakley stated that there is "no landfill problem in the UK." Ques- 
tioned as to whether he believes that there is no problem with 
dumping lots of McDonald's waste, he said "I can see [the dumping 
of waste] to be a benefit, otherwise you will end up with lots of vast, 
empty gravel pits all over the country." 

When asked why McDonald's didn't make use of reusable plates 
and cutlery, Oakley replied "I do not think it would be as safe" and 
asserted that disposable packaging was more energy efficient and that 
"you would certainly pollute the air through cleaning and washing 
reusables. So, I think in balance take-away packaging is better." He 
admitted that the company had not seriously looked into reusables 
in the UK. 

Destruction of Rainforests 

Internal company documents, disclosed to Helen and Dave, were 
read to the court in which McDonald's admitted the purchase in the 
UK in 1983-84 of beef imported from Brazil. CPO Oakley denied the 
purchase of Brazilian beef for use in the UK was in breach of 
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there is a presumption in favor of opencast mining (a simple move to 
undermine the mining unions, who draw their membership from the 
deep mines which are now closing down everywhere). 

The HJ Banks opencast mine is expected to cause a leap in incidence 
of asthma due to particulates; an increase in heavy lorry traffic; release 
of greenhouse gases from plentiful, cheap coal; sterilization of fossil 
fuel reserves resulting from premature closure of deep mines; loss of 
wildlife and soil structure, and depletion of Garforth's mineral assets. 
Direct action against open cast mining is ongoing around the United 
Kingdom. 

The Garforth 1 7 Action 

A group of about 15 people gathered outside the HJ Banks site, then 
took the back route to where diggers had been seen working. The 
element of surprise was lost early — a large police presence and a 
helicopter clearly showed that they had been aware of the action for 
some time (probably a leaked press release). Nonetheless, the protesters 
were able to enter the site accompanied by four journalists, and two 
activists promptly pounced on a digger [that's a machine, not a person — 
ed\ as others wrestled a dump truck to a standstill. The cops were able to 
hacksaw through the cheap bike lock holding one person to the 
machine, the digger's two occupants were dragged away in "quik kufs." 
Civil assault cases are being pursued against the police for using these 
rigid handcuffs which cause excruciating pain by cutting into the nerves 
of the wrist. Even the rather lame Police complaints authority have 
conceded that "quik kuffs" should only be used to restrain, not to torture 
a passive prisoner. Other demonstrators were pursued, captured and 
hurled in the back of the police van. The helicopter joined in the fun, 
coming in low over one activist fleeing for the fence. Within an hour 
everyone was off the site and settled down to 12 hours in police custody. 

Two of the journalists, Ursula Wills Jones and Justin Cooke, were 
among those arrested and detained despite the fact that they were 
carrying press cards. They have received backing from the National 
Union of Journalists and the Campaign for Press and Broadcasting 
Freedom. 

Lawyers are busy preparing for the expected January 16, 1996 trial. For 
more information, contact Leeds EF! by telephoning 0113 262 9365 or via 
EcoNet at: cornerstone@gn.apc.org. 



McDonald's policy of not using beef which originated outside the 
European Union, saying "No, it was not. We still bought the hamburg- 
ers locally. We did not buy the ingredients locally." 

David Walker (Chairman of McKey Foods, the sole supplier of 
McDonald's UK hamburgers) admitted that he had personally orga- 
nized the direct import of the consignments of Brazilian beef for 
McDonald's UK in 1 983-84. A letter from Mr. Walker to the seller of the 
beef, quoted in court, confirmed the authorization to import the beef. 

McDonald's claim that they do not use beef from cattle reared on 
recently deforested land. However, in his statement, which has been 
read out during the trial, Ray Cesca (Director of Global Purchasing of 
the McDonald's Corporation) admits that when they opened stores in 
Costa Rica in 1970, they were using beef from cattle raised on ex- 
rainforest land, deforested in the 1950s and 1960s. McDonald's own 
definition of "recently deforested" is unclear and seems to fluctuate 
between 10 and 25 years or "from the time that we arrive... in a 
country" (Gomez Gonzales, International Meat Purchasing Manager 
of the McDonald's Corporation). 

For updates on the trial, contact McLibel Support Campaign, 5 Caledonian 
Road, London N1 9DX, UK; phone and fax +44-1 71713 1 269; or, McLibel 
Support Campaign, PO Box 62, Craftsbury, VT 05826-0062, USA; e-mail 
dbriars@world.std.com. 


Reclaiming the Streets 


by Alec Smart 



On July 23, a loose coalition of people, 
coordinated by a radical city environmental 
group "Reclaim the Streets," occupied a ma- 
jor intersection in Angel, London. They 
then held a street party in protest against 
overuse of private motorcars. 

The police had sealed off the exits of Kings 
Cross station, in anticipation of the action; 
but a crowd of up to 
a thousand took the 
underground train 
to Angel, and 
swarmed out onto 
Upper Street. 

Within minutes 
they turned it into 
a vehicle-free zone. 

Banners were un- 
furled and 

stretched across the 
four lanes. A tonne 
of sand was 
dumped, creating a 
children's play area 
complete with pad- 
dling pool. Three 
tripods, with 
people at their 
apexes over six 
metres high, were 
erected to deter traf- 
fic at the northern 
and southern end 
of the now pedes- 
trian-ised Upper 
Street. Food stalls, 
sound systems, a 
live rock band and 
an armoured military vehicle with blaring 
sound system were installed at various points 
in the car-free zone. 

Police vans, sirens wailing, screamed into 
Angel, but were unable to halt what had 
now developed into a public festival. Most 
people, myself included, found their way to 
the street party by following the hovering 
police helicopter. 

Eight hours after the fun began, when 
most of the several thousand revelers had 
dispersed, a hardcore group of nearly 200 
stayed to confront the riot police. Mayhem 
ensued. Numerous people were injured as 


the cops incited a riot they were paid to quell. 
One womyn revealed that "[T]he cops were 
doing really petty things to try and wind us up — 
pinching people and squeezing nipples..." 
About 20 arrests were made. 

Of the 22 road building schemes in Britain 
(due to have commenced by March 31, 1995), 
nine have been shelved as a result of pressure 
from environmentalists. Administrative com- 
plications and budgetary overspending have 
delayed another seven. 

The treasury is now 
pressing for cuts of up 
to £200 million in the 
1996 £1.8 billion roads 
program, a reduction of 
14% in road spending; 
which also restricts 
maintenance opera- 
tions. 

In practical terms, this 
means delays in con- 
struction to regional 
town bypasses, 
motorway extensions 
(such as the M 1 1 in Lon- 
don and the M66 in 
Manchester), and a 
| three-tiered priority 
| system applied to 320 
£ new road schemes. The 
% least important in this 
Jl strata will be canceled. 
I The motor vehicle is 
^ the single biggest con- 
I tributor to atmospheric 
n pollution in Britain, im- 
1 plicated in respiratory 
and cardiovascular dis- 
eases. Toxic emissions 
include carbon monoxide (damages central 
nervous system), nitrogen dioxide (damages 
respiratory tract), and benzene (a cancerous 
hydrocarbon, used to replace lead in so-called 
"cleaner" fuel). 

Reclaim the Streets staged their first success- 
ful block party on May 23rd, occupying Camden 
High Street in London for an afternoon. As the 
road wars continue to escalate in the UK, more 
frequent street reclamations seem imminent... 

Since 1990, Members of Parliament have 
claimed £27,897,113 in expenses for car travel 
from public mone... but only £4,322,079 in 
expenses for rail travel [source: Guardian]. 



TIDBITS FROM FRENCH NUCLEAR TESTING 

RESISTANCE 

News footage from around the globe has revealed banner-hanging and sign-waving en 
masse. The sheer number of people joining in the outrage against France's decision to 
resume nuclear weapons testing has been awe-inspiring. It seems everyone from school 
children to highly professional environmental and humanitarian organizations has 
plunged into the role of global activist. 

While the EF! Journal can't possibly cover all of the actions, we are providing our readers 
here with a smattering of noteworthy coups de resistance: 

In downtown Riga, Latvia, protesters outside the French embassy donned respirators, 
stopped traffic, and played dead as other activists sounded a civil alarm — mocking the 
morbid reality of an actual nuclear detonation. 

® The Ecumenical Coalition on Third World Tourism called for an immediate, total and 
unconditional global boycott of the French travel industry, in particular, Air France; such 
major French hotels as Le Meridien, Club Med, Accor, Sofitel, as well as French tour 
operators and agencies. The boycott will last until France has comprehensively and 
permanently withdrawn its plans for nuclear testing worldwide. 

For more information please contact ECTWT at, PO Box 35, Senanikhom, Bangkok 10902, 
Thailand; phone 662-939-7112, or fax 662-939-7112; Email: contours@ksc.net.th, 
contours@pg.frlht.ernet.in, or contours@ozermail.com.au. 

® On Wednesday, September 6, about a thousand protestors swarmed runways and shut 
down the main airport in French-occupied Papeete, Tahiti. The demonstrators, who are 
supporters of Polynesia's Independence Party, soon clashed with riot police and a full 
scale, city-wide riot ensued. Seven protesters and two cops were injured. 

(J) The same day, nearly 5,000 activists rallied at the Place de la Bastille, the symbolic site 
where the French Revolution began. 

Despite the outpouring of condemnation, France conducted its first of eight planned 
underground nuclear tests at Mururoa Atoll on Tuesday, September 5. 


CYANIDE NIGHTMARE: 

THE OMAI MINING DISASTER 


On August 20, the retaining wall of a tailings pond at South 
America's largest open pit gold mine failed. Four billion liters 
of cyanide laced waste water spewed into the Omai and 
Essequibo Rivers in Guyana over several days before the dam 
was plugged. 

The catastrophe occurred 160 km south of Georgetown at the 
Omai Gold Mine, an international joint mining venture owned 
by Cambior Inc., of Montreal, Quebec; Golden Star Resources 
Ltd., of Denver, Colorado; and the Guyana Government. 

In three days, waste water containing high concentrations of 
sodium cyanide and various heavy metals traveled over 80 km 
downstream leaving a wake of aquatic, terrestrial, and avian 
carnage. Guyanese health officials issued warnings to the 
region's 18,000 plus Amerindians, farmers, loggers, and miners 
not to drink the water, eat the fish or other riverine life or 
allow their animals to drink from the rivers. The damage to the 
region's food supply extends to wild deer and hog which 
human inhabitants are dependent upon. As recent as May, 

1995, cyanide leaked from the same mine into the Omai River, 
leaving thousands of dead fish in its wake. President Cheddi 
Jagan has declared the region a disaster area. 

The mine is not held to the same standards as it would be if 
it were operated in the US or Canada, a situation which offers 
the incentive for such ventures in 'Third World' countries. 

The Mineral Policy Center, a Washington, DC- based mining 
reform advocacy organization, indicates four primary factors 
contributed to the atrocity: 1) Guyana does not have a com- 
prehensive environmental protection act or mining regula- 
tions in place; 2) Mining activities are overseen by an 
underfunded, incapable government agency; 3) Environmen- 
tal performance at the mine was dependent solely on the 
terms of a "contract" between the company and the govern- 
ment, and an "environmental impact statement" (EIS) pre- 
pared by the company in the absence of regulatory standards 
and public involvement; and 4) The government had an 
obvious conflict of interest serving as both investor and 
regulator of the venture. 

Who's Involved? 

1. Omai Gold Mines Ltd. is an international joint venture 
company which serves as the primary operator of the mine. The 
company began construction of the Omai mine in 1992. The 
mine reported producing 252,000 troy ounces of gold in 1994. 
The Omai Gold Mine is reported to be the largest gold producing 
mine in South America. 

2. Cambior Inc. owns 65 percent of the Omai Gold Mines Ltd. 
Cambior ranks as one of the largest gold producers in North 
America. For 1994, the company reported corporate revenues 
totaling $306 million. In addition to the Omai project, the 
company operates eight mines in Quebec and one in Alaska. It 
has interest in three proposed mines in Quebec and Arizona. 
Cambior is conducting advanced exploration in Peru, Argentina, 
Mexico, Suriname and Freeh Guiana. 

3. Golden Star Resources Ltd specializes in mining exploration 
and in 1994, Golden Star reported $2.7 million in total revenues. 
The company is involved in exploration and mine development 
activities in Guyana, Suriname, French Guiana, Brazil, Venezuela, 
Mali, Gabon, Ethiopia and Ivory Coast. 

4. The Government of Guyana's commission in Omai profits 
constitutes 20 percent of Guyana's gross national product. 

5. Knight Piesold Ltd of Vancouver, BC, was the consulting 
company responsible for the intitial design and construction of 
the Omai tailings pond. The company has denied responsibility 
for the pond's embankment failure. KP is claiming that Cambior 
made design modifications to the structure in later phases of 
construction (for which Knight Piesold was not responsible) 
which may have led to the breach. KP is also the engineering firm 
retained by the Noranda Corporation to design the mine tailings 
pond at the New World Project, the controversial proposed mine 
two miles from Yellowstone National Park. The New World 
Project has been strongly criticized for the risks it poses to the 
park — particularly from the massive tailings impoundment that 
would be used to store acidic wastes and heavy metals. 

6. The World Bank was a financial player at Omai. In 1992, it 
helped the operation get underway by providing financial guar- 
antees to the company. 

For more information, in Guyana contact Dr. Josh Ramsammy, 
Guyana Environmental Monitoring and Conservation Organiza- 
tion, Demerara, Guyana; phone 592-22-3027; or in New York, 
Margaret De Claires, Guyana Rainforest Association for Sustain- 
able Use, phone (718) 859-8757. 

This article was compiled in large part from information provided 
by the Mineral Policy Center, 1612 K Street, NW, Suite 808, 
Washington, DC 20006; (202) 887-1872. 
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The Future Survival of Black Bears in BC 


jar 
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by Al Decker & Diana Wilson 

"Bears are made of the same dust as we, and 
breathe of the same winds and drink of the 
same waters. A bear's days are warmed by the 
same sun, his dwellings are overdomed by 
the same blue sky, and his life turns and 
ebbs wi th heart-pulsings like ours, and was 
poured forth from the same fountain ... " 

— -John Muir 


Although the government claims 
black bear populations are healthy 
and trophy hunting is not a problem, 
there are no adequate survey num- 
bers for their populations in British 
Columbia. The government's current 
estimate ranges from 120,000- 
160,000, although only five years 
ago their estimate was 62,800- 
112,421. These figures come from 
surveys of habitat potential; there 
have never been any tag and release 
programs for black bears in BC, or 
on-the-ground population counts. 

We know the government has been 
drastically wrong before, and has "man- 
aged" many other species, like the fish 
stocks on both coasts, right to the edge of 
extinction. One example of this was when the 
Haisla people of the Kitlope on the mid-coast of 
BC were concerned about the declining number of 
grizzly bear in their territory. When the government 
finally went in to do a population survey, they found 80 
grizzlies in the area in stead of the 400 they had estimated. 

The government also doesn't have any real figures for the number 
of bears killed each year in the province. It's not compulsory for hunters 
to report their black bear kills, nor do the police have to report the "problem" 
or "nuisance" bears they kill. We do know that the BC Wildlife Branch issues 

20,000 licenses to kill black bears each year, with about 2000 of those going to 
foreign hunters, who are offered a "guaranteed kill" for their $3000. From these 

20.000 tags sold, the government estimates only about 4000 hunters actually 
get their bear, with around 1000 more killed as "nuisance bears." An estimated 

22.000 bears are killed 'legally' across Canada each year and an estimated 

40.000 across all of North America. 

Spring hunting is considered unethical by many for species such as elk and 
deer, yet is permitted for the black bear, whose reproductive rate is one of the 
slowest among mammals. Black bears make easy targets in the spring when they 
emerge, groggy and famished, from months of denning and head to the shores 
or into clearcuts to feed. It takes only $15 to buy a resident hunter license, and 
each hunter can take two bears. Approximately 30 percent of the bears killed are 
female, leaving behind an unknown number of dependent cubs to starve. 

Poaching of black bears, to supply the illegal parts market, is potentially even 
more of a threat to the bear's survival than trophy hunting. Garry Grigg, a 
Canadian federal government wildlife trafficking expert, claims that, "Black 
bears in BC are under attack and at this rate they will all be gone in a few years." 
He called the Wildlife Branch's estimated population of 120,000 black bears in 
BC "outdated and a travesty." Even hunters are concerned about the increase 
in poaching. George Will, former editor of BC Outdoors, a magazine that caters 
to hunters and fisherman, contends that, "If we want to protect our wildlife, we 
better do something quick. Ten years from now, there won't be any bears left. 
They'll all be in jars." 

Poachers kill bears for a variety of parts. Their teeth and claws are used for 
jewelry. Asian restaurants use their paws for soup, a "delicacy" served in for 
hundreds of dollars a bowl. Bear penises are reputed to have aphrodisiac 
qualities, and gall bladders are used in at least 55 traditional Asian remedies. 

Japan is the lead importer of bear parts in a world-wide market estimated at 
approximately $2 billion dollars. There, bear galls are usually processed and 
exported to other parts of Asia. The World Wildlife Federation estimates 1 1, GOO- 

59. 000 galls were imported from China to Japan between 1979-1988. 

Five out of eight bear species in the world are now endangered, including the 
Asian black bear. The American black bear was listed on Appendix II of the 
Convention on the International Trade on Endangered Species (CITES) in 1992 
because it is a "look-alike" species for the Asian black bear. The intent of this 
listing was to make it more difficult for traders to sell parts from endangered 
Asian black bears by claiming they were taken from legally-killed North 
American black bears. But as it got more difficult to find and trade Asian black 
bear parts, the market began looking to the North American black bear. So in 
1993, the BC government made it illegal to possess bear galls or genitalia as a 
deterrent to illegal poaching and trade. 

This measure alone has done little to stop the poaching. Bear gall bladders are 
possibly the most valuable organic commodity in the world, with profits 
comparable to the drug trade, but with no similar danger of imprisonment. 
Vivian Band, formerly of the Ministry of Environment, told a BC Trapper's 
Convention that a five gram gall bladder can bring up to 20 times the street price 
of five grams of cocaine. The price in North America runs from $100 to $1000 
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or more per gall. 

Some law enforcement agencies estimate there may be 
one bear illegally poached for every bear legally killed. 
The Canadian Wildlife Federation suggest it may be 
closer to 2: 1, and others suggest the numbers poached 
may be even higher. Considering the illicit nature 
of the activity, and the vast wilderness it's taking 
place in, it's virtually impossible to know for 
sure. 

Black bear survival in BC is further threat- 
ened by other factors, among them: habitat 
loss and fragmentation through logging 
and mining, increased hunting pressure 
when roads are constructed into pre- 
viously unroaded areas, changing cli- 
mactic conditions, urban and rural 
sprawl, and depleted salmon runs. 

Activists in Canada have made 
some progress toward ending or 
curbing trophy hunting. For ex- 
ample, Bear Watch's continuing 
. campaign which heightened aware- 
ness and stopped numerous hunts 
in the spring of 1995 and prompted 
the BC parliament to enact legisla- 
tion requiring the edible portions of 
bear meat to be taken to a place of 
residence, meat-cutting plant or 
cold-storage facility. Not enough of 
a change, to be sure, because bears 
are still hunted. Additionally, the 
Nova Scotia government's attempt to 
institute a spring bear hunting season 
last fall was defeated by pressure from 
activists. 

’/ ' With less than half of one percent of the 

// ' citizens of British Columbia actually engaging 

! in bear hunting, a growing chorus of voices are 

now calling for a ban on the trophy hunting of black 
bears in BC to make it more difficult for poachers to hide behind the legal hunt, 
and to give the black bear the space to deal with all the other threats facing its 
survival. 

Get involved by contacting Bear Watch now at the number in the ad below. 


With the onset of the Fall, the legal killing of 
Black Bears has resumed In British Columbia. 



Last year an estimated 1 1 ,000 Black Bears were slaugh- 
tered by hunters, poachers, and various government 
officers. Non-resident hunters through guide outfitters 
and their businesses obtained over 2000 bear tags. Most 
g/o's advertise a 100% success rate. 

This spring, Bear Watch stepped up it's efforts to de- 
fend the great bruin. 

The ongoing campaign combines extensive media ad- 
vertising with both moderate and radical direct action 
strategies. Forging alliances with First Nations, Bear 
Watch is increasing the pressure on those responsible 
to end their killing. 


Bear Watch 


Call 1-800-836-5501 for more info. 
#201, 1472 Commercial Drive, 
Vancouver, B.C., V5L 3X9, Canada 
bearwtch @ helix.net 




To Breed or Not to Breed... 


That Is Not The Question! 


Radical "environmental" activism needs to be undertaken with and guided by 
an understanding of the role of patriarchal ideology in the planetary devastation 
we face today. The connection between the work of saving the planet and the 
liberation of wimmin comes up clearly with the issue of humyn overpopulation 
and the analysis around how we address it. In order truly to address humyn 
overpopulation and its environmental toll, we have to put it into its proper 
context and address it accordingly. We have to recognize and confront its root 
causes: the domination of wimmin through patriarchal ideology and institutions, 
and the ob j ectification, "ownership, " and subjugation of all living beings and the 
planet by capitalist and patriarchal power. 

Corporate-patriarchal political and economic dominion is at the root of humyn 
overpopulation. The problem is not ultimately about individual wimmin's 
choices. Cultures where wimmin have power within themselves do not over 
"breed." Patriarchies, with their pro-natalist bent, act to override healthy and 
natural social instincts to keep populations in check. Patriarchies have perverted 
the social context of individual wimmin's choices and, in combination with 
capitalist exploitation, have led us to the current population crisis. Patriarchy 
rests its power on the control of wimmin's sexuality and reproductive choice. 


or be segregated by my "reactionary" choice to have children (for the record- 
I don't have children). I will take responsibility for my choices, I will work to 
empower other wimmin to make healthy and life-affirming choices and to take 
their place in our evolutionary potential. 

Acting to empower wimmin, as opposed to regulating us, and acting to support 
our empowerment, on our terms, is an act of liberatory resistance that serves us 
all, as well as the planet. Try listening to us. To our strategies. To our needs. We 
do not exist for you to rule. We are finding our own way, battling our desecration 
and the silencing of our heritage by the "culture" of patriarchy. We are resisting 
having our very existence being defined and stunted and mutilated by a 
misogynist society. We do not need your politics to validate our worth or to define 
our path. And obviously, not all childbearing and rearing arises from or because 
of the patriarchal machine. There is a myriad of choice, a myriad of biology, the 
expression of love and community, and the instinct for survival involved here. 
Try not to forget that certain indigenous and other populations face a very real 
threat of their own "extinction" and there has been nothing "voluntary" about 
it. Glorifying the death of the humyn species only reveals your cultural privilege 
and so please spare me the insipid hatefulness of the "Voluntary Human 


Patriarchies do this because wimmin’s control over reproduction is the ultimate 
power in a society; men recognized this and acted (and are still acting) to wrest 
this control away from wimmin. The maintenance of this power involves keeping 
wimmin childbearing and rearing, twisting our capacity to bear children into our 
ordained role. 

Addressing overpopulation is not as simple as blaming and shaming those who 
choose to have children, calling them "breeders," and calling for "voluntary humyn 
extinction." Denigrating the act of humyn reproduction because you're angry about 
the overpopulation and over consumption of humyns in the industrialized world 
might make you feel better, but it is ineffective at best, and dangerous at worst, 
because it ignores what is really to blame, thus perpetuating the subjugation of 
wimmin as well as the ethic of domination that is destroying the planet. 

A lack of child-bearing and rearing will not stop the machine, or the havoc it 
wreaks. Sure, we could all stop having children and reduce the population burden, 
but if capitalist patriarchy is left intact, the planet will fare little better. Nothing 
short of resisting and stopping the machine itself, the patriarchal ordering of 
"life," is going to save this planet. Stopping patriarchy means stopping, not re- 
creating, the disempowerment of wimmin, and you are recreating our 
disempowerment when you impose political mandates on what we do with our 
wombs, as opposed to recognizing and resisting our exploiters. I will not 
exchange one misogynist culture for another. I will not be told not to "breed" 


What's a women's bi ankwali ... and who really shot JFK? 

It has been over two years since the last EF! women’s blank wall. Some things 
have changed in the movement, other things remain the same, life is life and just 
keeps chugging along. 

To articulate the theme of a women’s blank wall is no simple task, and to be 
honest I do not know what it truly is: Is it a space for women to vocalize their criticism 
of the movement? Is it the appropriate space to discuss women’s issues; some would 
consider those to be anthropocentric arguments about human interaction... not deep 
ecology??!! Hmmm... I have given this a lot of thought and have come up with this: 

As women in this movement, we have no “theme.” We are activists bound 
together by a common goal, a common anger, a common obligation, a common 
understanding— a common gender. We are here— in the woods, in the city, in our 
homes, our teepees, our squats, our prison cells. But wherever we are, we are angry. 
We are riled and are striking back with a vengeance; defending what begs our atten- 
tion. We are all in the same movement, women and men. 

So why a women’s blank wall? 

Maybe this is just a space to check in. For new activists it is a chance to see what 
women are thinking, as individuals. It serves as a catalyst for conversation, maybe in 
opening the lines of communication we can further understand one another’s con- 
cerns. , 

Maybe we can listen to each other and one day the battle of the sexes will end in 
this movement. Flowever, I am not holding my breath, so until then sit back, relax and 
listen. We speak as Earth First! women in the next four pages, but even before our 
voices can be heard as women, they must first be heard as individuals. — Michelle 


Extinction Movement." 

When you ignore the rule of capitalist patriarchy, you are scapegoating, and 
you are scapegoating wimmin primarily, because the fact is the burden of the 
pregnancy choice and the reality of abortion lies with the womyn. The anti- 
breeding onus for "zero-population growth" rests upon the womyn. So hear this: 
Wimmin are not responsible for cleaning up after what is ultimately a make- 
created mess. To the male misogynist misanthropes, I say: Do your own friggin 
dishes. Scrub patriarchy. You cannot have your cake (male privilege) and eat it too 
(moral superiority via politically correct sex). 

We must direct our "environ- 
mental" resistance with an 
analysis of the role of patriar- 
chal power, exactly as we need 
to direct our actions with an 
acknowledgment of class and 
colour reality and resistance. 

These struggles are all intimately 
connected and the links must 
be made if we plan on ever truly 
changing anything. We need to 
focus on resisting the engineers 
of overpopulation and those 
who profit by it, whether in 
wealth or in social power via 
keeping wimmin "producing" 
for their own purposes, (e.g. 
more consumers, more cannon 
fodder). Spend your time orga- 
nizing and preaching and act- 
ing against the corporations, the 
catholic church, and the myriad 
of minor patriarchs/rapists/ 
batterers/gay bashers/child mo- 
lesters. Basically, take your 
hands and your politics off my 
womb. I refuse to allow you and 
Operations Rescue to DICKer 
over what I should do with it. 

— Annie 
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DEER AND WIDE: 

DEEP ECOLOGY AND THE MALE EGO 


AN ACADEMIC FEW: FEMALE DEEP ECOLOGISTS 

Ever wonder why there are so few female deep ecologists? There’s Joanna Macy, a 
professor of Philosophy and Religion and author of Despair and Empowerment in the Nuclear 
Age. She was a co-author of Thinking Like A Mountain: Toward A Council of All Beings. Joan 
Halifax, also an educator and the author of The Fruitful Darkness: Reconnecting with the 
Body of the Earth explores connections between Buddhism, shamanism and ecology. Deep 
ecologist Delores LaChapelle author of Sacred Land Sacred Sex takes an ironically severe 
academic approach to the subjects of wild nature and sex. 

What these women have in common is that they have all reached a high level of 
achievement within the predominantly male academic structure. Other than these few 
learned women, the field of deep ecology is primarily an arena of men. Maybe women are 
too busy cleaning up toxic neighborhoods. Let’s take a deeper look at the philosophy called 
deep ecology. 

THE EXPANDING UNIVERSE OF THE MALE EGO 


It is a given that the history of man kind includes women. That is because of the elastic 
quality of the male ego identity. When an Egyptian pharaoh died, buried with him were his 
livestock, wives and other valuable possessions. Unfortunately for his extensive entourage, 
they were experienced by him as an extension of himself. In India to this day when a man 
dies his wife will be burned alive as part of Ns cremation ceremony. She is not allowed her 
own identity separate from him. Not quite so dramatically in our own culture women are 
expected to play the supporting roles in the dynamic and important lives of men. In their 
book Deep Ecology: Living as if Nature Mattered Bill Devall and George Sessions describe 
the ever expanding uni- 
verse of the male ego 
identity, “...we cease to 
see ourselves as isolated 
and narrow competing 
egos and begin to iden- 
tify with other humans 
from our family to, even- 
tually, our species. But 
the deep ecology sense 
of self requires a further 
maturity and growth, an 
identification which goes 
beyond humanity to in- 
clude the non human 
world.” Like the drug ad- 
dict, the male ego needs 
more and more identity 
just to maintain itself. To 
grant women, birds and 
trees our own separate 
ego identities would be a 
disaster. It would leave a 
huge gaping rip in the 
fragile fabric of the male 
ego. 

Deep ecologists con- 
sider the whole of life to 

be more precious than its parts. That is because they are the center of this almighty “whole” 
that is bound together by their own perception of self. Deep ecologist Robinson Jeffers said, 
“It seems to me that this whole is worthy of the deeper love.” This is a convenient way to 
avoid taking personal responsibility for your own specific part; a chain, including a food chain 
is only as strong as its weakest link. If individuals will tend to their own business with integrity 
the whole will take care of itself. The deep ecologist may take comfort in dragging all that 
his ego encompasses into his own identity. But like the pharaohs’ dancing girls and goats, 
wives and birds, the individuals caught in his snare may not appreciate it. 

DEEP ECOLOGIST, GREAT WHITE HUNTER OR SENSITIVE GUY? 

Gary Snyder said; “A word about poetry— it is to prose as hunting is to agriculture.” Emily 
Dickenson would never have used that analogy. Snyder however is not alone in equating the 
killing of animals to poetry or mysticism. Bill Deval and George Sessions in their book Deep 
Ecology suggest that hunting is a useful activity, they say done with the proper attitude 
ihunting can encourage maturity of the “ecological self.” Meanwhile, the “ecological self” of 
the duck who takes the bullet will just be dead. Aldo Leopold in his book A Sand County 
Almanac describes how he encountered his own “ecological self” in the eyes of a dying 
mother wolf that he shot. What for him was the moment of enlightenment was for the wolf 
and her orphaned pups nothing more than a senseless tragedy. Must we kill a being in order 
to appreciate her? 

It is no coincidence that the animal right’s movement as we know it today arose 
simultaneously with the women’s suffrage movement in the nineteenth century. As women 
struggle to extract ourselves from masculine ego identity we find that we are in a position to 
empathize with the birds of the air and the beasts of the field. Women share some common 
ground with the other creatures over whom man by his own divine right has given himself 
dominion. 



/ suppose that sensitive gaze means you think you’re more 
aware of the beauty of these woods than I am!” 


AVOIDING THE ISSUES IN THE 2 1 ST CENTURY 

In the new book Deep Ecology in the 21st Century edited by George Sessions, George 
counters long-standing criticism of deep ecology by ecofeminists and social ecologists. He 
maintains that ecofeminists and social ecologists just aren’t deep enough to see the whole 
ecocentric picture. The problem is that ecofeminists and social ecologists get caught up in 
issues. Wallowing in the murky depths of deep ecology, deep ecologists are in so deep that 
they can easily avoid any issue that might come to surface. — Peggy Sue McRae 



The Curious 

Disappearance 

of Sexism 

After the celebrated brassiere burnings of the rebellious 
1 970s, sometime before Hillary Clinton attained “presidential” 
power, the ugly problem of sexism was solved. Miraculous as it 
seemed there was finally an absence of oppression. It just 
Disappeared ! University doors flung open; funding poured 
forth. Womyn were endowed with the reigns of multi-nation- 
als, running the production horses to froth. Female writers and 
speakers gaveth their forbidden knowledge to the thirsty. And 
because womyn were freed from the shackles of patriarchy, 
we assumed responsibility for our own seeming disadvantages. 
But this was only fair, men had taken the blame for so long. 

This sarcasm mocks the delusion that pervades society at 
large, and often goes unconfronted in our “radical” movement. 
Obviously, the patriarchal system has yet to forfeit any power, 
although we have achieved some for ourselves through self- 
empowerment. Society will be controlled by a power base of 
rich, white men until the greed and hierarchy which they 
embody is fully rejected, without COMPROMISE! In the 
meantime, womyn and all else living, distort instinctual survival 
actions and mental discourse to accommodate this disease. 
Unfortunately, womyn often take responsibility for these self- 
defeating survival mechanisms. 

The opportunities are out there, just go take one for 
yourself. 

In the US: “Women now represent 62% of those living 
with poverty level incomes and still earn, on average, 60 cents 
for every dollar earned by a man. . . Fifty-four percent of all 
children in families headed by women live in poverty.” The 
financially disadvantaged womyn is expected to succeed 
within the facade of opportunity, where she is of less value 
than the other pawns. She must witness her femininity auc- 
tioned off daily by the slime who employ her. Whether or not 
womyn strive to achieve in the game of the dollar, we are still 
less successful, making our attempt at survival in the 20th 
century less viable. Thus, a greater percentage of female 
energy is consumed by daily survival (read: not activism) than 
male, because acquiring basic needs is more labor intensive for 
womyn and their children. 

Patriarchy is both ecocide and misogyny. Womyn and nature 
have been commodified through objectification. This forest is a 
tree farm. That womyn is a fetus incubator. 

Many other forms of oppression are perpetrated by patri- 
archy. This necessitates the need for diversification of the 
“radical” environmental movement. This is why womyn who 
see the root of global destruction in patriarchy know that an 
imbalance of white, male voices predetermine an oppressive 
influence. It is not an accident that men are more outspoken in 
these movements, nor is it the fault of womyn. Men have 
historically been more educated in writing and oration, but 
more importantly, more validated and encouraged in these 
fields. Thus we have an overwhelming number of male voices 
and a void of female voices within the most widely dispersed 
radical environmental papers and other propaganda vehicles. Is 
this imbalance acceptable? Of course not. It is the same 
imbalance which powers the fellerbuncher. 

Consider for a moment the Poor Woman’s movement. 

“Most of these women have ingrained into their thinking that 
they are to blame for being poor.They are quick to view 
themselves as bad women, failures or dependent. But when 
they break out of their isolation by organizing with similarly 
situated women, they begin to see their ‘personal problems’ 
as institutional ones.” These womyn’s politicization is radical 
by the nature of their class and gender position. In 1 992, at 
the first Poor Women’s Convention in Oakland, CA, “An angry 
voice echoes through the hallways of the school where the 
women have gathered. There’s a rawness to it, something that 
grabs your full attention because it’s so serious, so desper- 
ate.” Seeing the power of corporate influence in politics, these 
women have not hesitated in protesting companies, despite 
the inaccessibility of funds for phones, faxes, and bus fare. 

The instinctual passion these women use to fight for survival 
is the same powerful feeling that provokes one to defend the 
Earth from destruction, only there’s no break from work when 
a urban warzone is your bioregion. Womyn such as these need 
to be our allies. The time is up for tolerating oppression and 
elitism within our movement. We need to subvert the domina- 
tion mindset in order to bring to life the actualization of a 
partnership society. — Pam Reber 




lisren! 

Lisren ro rhe waren, plowing in The meek 
Lisren to rhe Spirit Waren as n speaks 

Lisren to rhe nocks, pon rhey speak wnh srnong will 
Lisren to Spmn Rock, srandmg snll 

Lisren to rhe pearhened ones, high up in rhe sky 
Lisren to rhe Spmn Eagle plying high 

Lisren to rhe wind, blowing on rhis moumam (rhnough rhis 
canyon) 

Lisren to rhe Spmn Wind, it Touches like a pmend 

Lisren to rhe mees, swaying m rhe bneeze 
Lisren to rhe Spmn Ancienr Tnees 
— Launel Samchek, 1 992 

The Rebirth 

The morhen who's belly is erennally bmrbing • The 
morhen who's bneasrs neven cease to pnoduce • The morhen 
who inside musr always be yearning pon a child who gives 
back as much as rhey consume • 

Rise up 

Ler rhe rnivialiry op yom $dolUm sign god slap you m 
rhe pace • Do you nor see rhar wnhour rhe eanrh you walk 
on, rhe am you bnearhe, rhe pme you hear wnh and waren 
you dmnk* T bene is no $dollan sign rhene is no you • Only 
ghosrs op human exisrence • 

We die First 

Sleeping dogs awake • The morhens bneasrs will soon be 
day Hen back will soon be bnokem Rub yom eyes • S rand up 
and pigh r. 

— Bmdgerre 


Vm rold ro be Reasonable 
“ Think op rhe economy" 
when enrme ponesrs ane pnagmenred 
to give a rempoRaRy job 
ro a pelleR-bunchen 

we’ne rold rhar we' Re Radicals 
by opposing mulrinanonal 
Thieves op rhe rarrened Remains 
op rhe Cnearon 

while rhe ponesr dis-seRvice 

sells opp rhe land ro rhe highesr bidden 

ro be Raped, pillaged, shonn, 

rhey call us Radicals 

bur "Radical" is pnom rhe roots 
whene wolvemne meers Ripp napp 
Goshawk swoops ro pnorecr its home 
and we can do no less 

cnooked polnicians 
my to sreal our voice 
mvalidaring pen and ink 
rhar shours PROTECT THE LAND/ 

laws ane norhmg bur papen 
changed upon a whim 
comnolled by coRponare dollans 
exmacnng, poisoning, muRdemng 
unnl rhene's norhmg lepr 

Radical is pnom rhe roots 
whene wolvemne meers nipp Rapp 
Goshawk swoops ro pnorecr its home 
<vwe can do no less — *» 

— Paloma 
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Paradigm 


Recently I was harvesting St. John's Wort flowers 
with Faith, my eight year old neighbor. I was notic- 
ing the purple speckled streaks on my hands when 
she asked me, "Dana, are you soft-hearted towards 
all creatures?" Amused by her question, I answered, 
" Yeah, I like to think of myself that way." I prodded 
her, curious about her evolving beliefs, "But what 
exactly do you mean by soft-hearted?" Faith replied, 
"Well do you believe that all creatures have the right 
to exist as much as we do?" I slapped a mosquito on 
my arm and shrugged, "mostly." 

Faith is not a self proclaimed Deep Ecologist or 
Ecofeminist. She's a forest sprite who grew up in the 
woods with an acute sense of the natural world. 
Untainted by the dominant TV culture that most of 
us are survivors of, she embodies a lot of feminine 
qualities that I believe are warrior's tools for tran- 
scending the very real industrial forces that we must 
overcome to see a just and vibrant planet flourish. 

Admittedly, it is easy to slip into making gender 
stereotypes and language as we know and use it is 
often insufficient to discuss the subtleties of gender 
issues. Our society associates qualities of compas- 
sion, nurturing, humbleness, and respect with 
women and attributes strength, boldness, and 
assertiveness with men. I am not as concerned about 
if these qualities are socially conditioned or biologi- 
cally motivated, as much as I am concerned about 
how our movement seems to primarily value manly 
man radical action. 

Idealizing militant action and downplaying the 



need for other forms of 
activism is a reflection 
of the dominant para- 
digm which values con- 
quering and domi- 
nance, traits usually as- 
sociated with masculine and devalues compas- 
sion, working together and emotionally sensitiv- 
ity, traits usually associated with feminine realm. 
Clearly both men and women can possess quali- 
ties of strength, aggressiveness, compassion, and 
humility. However, we cannot subvert the domi- 
nant paradigm by transposing old patriarchal 
values on our vision of a radical and free world. 

This spring at the EF! British Columbia Rendez- 
vous, I was reflecting on the tendency in Earth 
First! often to focus on a single issue or banner like 
"Save Wilderness." As though our desire to save 
wilderness exists outside of our desires to live wild 
and free, and fight for the liberation of political 
prisoners and incarcerated wild animals. There 
seems to be a tendency in Earth First! to view 
radical environmentalism as solely action (fuck 
shit up) oriented. Practicing respect and compas- 
sion are just as worthy tools for serving the Earth 
as a monkeywrench and bolt cutters. Clearly orga- 
nizing, coalition building and guerrilla theater are 
necessary strategies that compliment night work 
yet they are often not valued as "radical." An "I'm 
more militant than thou" dogmatism precludes 
respect for the myriad of approaches needed to 



Wild Womyn 

Women anen'r sensinve plowens pon caneless boors 
ro mample mro cnushed, weeping srems 
Don'r panrasize we'ne any mone erheneal r ban you- 
We don'r sir on pedesrals m rhe clouds, 
nadianrly holy, dnessed m whire, weamng magic wands 
We'ne rhe ouier rowemng mesas you dneam op climbing, 
rhe solid bouldens you srand on ro see a hrrle punrhen, 
rhe long roots Reaching down mro dank eanrh. 

Reaching our like anyone else, 

gnasping you by rhe ankle so youn pace meers rhe dusr, 

anms plung our, plailing am. 

We'ne rhe rhonny bnanches carchmg you as you rny ro 
pass, 

rhe swmlmg Riven sweeping you opp youn peer, 

poam and pnorb cannying you away so you can only dnipr 

in rhe waren's powen 

unnl you carch hold op a yielding willow bending low 
and we'ne rhar willow bending. 

Bur we'ne no shiny pebbles ro cash in, nor cmnency— 
nor sinisren clurching hands, no conspmacy— 

We ain'r no dippenenr pnom you, 

nor ip you start pnom a pancipul pigune molded pRom 

clay, 

no dippenenr pnom you 

ip you dneam on rhe back op eagles 

soaning and scneaming. 

— Raven 


defend the wild. It is not enough to be a militant 
wilderness defender. Militant actions exist in a vacuum 
if we do not understand the realms where our actions 
resonate. Operation Rescue "Lifesavers" blockading 
an abortion clinic is a militant act. Hey and why the 
hell does everyone assume the Unabomber is a mili- 
tant man? Plenty of radical femmes have facial hair 
and wear kaffias and glacier glasses. Women are not 
just victims of militant acts, we are often the culprits 
of a radicalism that promotes action and outreach, 
ethics and spirit. But I digress, our militancy and 
convictions about our role as genuine lifesaving 
warriors on this planet are fruitless if we are not open 
to learning from the diversity that surrounds us. 

We talk rather starry-eyed about celebrating diver- 
sity in nature. Yet we are often intolerant of diverse 
opinions within our own movement. If we cannot 
respect the differences amongst ourselves and poten- 
tial allies it seems unlikely that we can appreciate the 
diversity of social justice movements, as well as 
racial, sexual, cultural and spiritual diversity. 

In our earth based tribe we are all kin, all brothers 
and sisters, all human animals. We are wild animals 
frothing at the mouth, rolling in the mud and run- 
ning through the woods. And when we slam into 
each other naked and free, we need to bear totems of 
reverence and respect truly to serve the Earth and 
each other as gentle warriors. 

— Dana 



Since the time of the big split in the Earth First! 
movement - with "Formanistas" creating "Wild Earth"; 
and the side prone to appreciating the role of cultural 
diversity and a holistic strategic approach at attacking 
root causes of wilderness destruction retaining the 
name "Earth First" - there has been increasing vindica- 
tion of the latter course of action, and the inclusion of 
Anarchists, "queers", people of color, ozone depletion, 
global warming, environmental racism, nuclear is- 
sues, ocean issues, etc. into our fold of comrades and 
concerns. Look about you — we obviously can't rely on 
government to save wilderness. The right wing has 
thoroughly entrenched its power (as was predictable 
from our success in creating substantive pressure but 
failing to appeal effectively to the average deluded, 
technologically pacified wage slave). Now we see all 
federal environmental laws being scrapped and with 
them the demise of any legal recourse for fighting 
public lands grazing and mass scale "salvage" logging. 

So who do we have to appeal to? Ourselves? We're not 
enough. Individually, progressive movements for change 
in this country have been failing — sure, there have been 
victories on brush fires along the way, but the overall 
direction has been escalating loss of wild lands, 
biodiversity, species and whole ecosystems with it a 
fascist pendulum swing increasing racism, homophobia, 
anti-environmentalism and a societal mania for 
scapegoating. It's time to make common cause with the 
other "scapegoats" who fight for a saner way of life. We 
may, at first, stand alone in holding the monkey 
wrenches and more fully comprehending the meaning 
and significance of biocentrism. But our pride in this 
has often become cliquish arrogance, preventing us 
from working effectively across movements and re- 
cruiting new energy. It is important to remember that 
many of us had fairly privileged early lives, including 
greater access to education, which gives us advantage in 


developing our political analysis and radicalizing our 
strategy. But it may leave us clueless when it comes to 
communicating with folks who have not had such 
advantages. That communication is essential. With 
Corporate dominance over communities and ecosys- 
tems as a root cause of our current environmental and 
social problems, then imagine what a transformation 
could be wrought if the various progressive movements 
worked together under the general theme and goal of 
ending Corporate dominance. Of course there are pit- 
falls to be avoided with this as with any grand plan. 

One pitfall is that not everyone is ready for this yet, 
many are still thinking in terms of reform rather than 
abolition and revolution. However, most activists can 
agree with the basic premise that corporate power is 
abusive, excessive and must be confronted. The real 
judgment call is not whether those who don't quite see 
the whole picture yet can participate; but, how much 
energy should be expended on whom to elicit their 
help. Another probable pitfall is that we often see no 
alternative to the larger realities into which we were 
born. Other aspects of this are sexism, racism, 
homophobia, and general arrogance, elitism and power 
hoarding within the movement. The means should 
match the ends. If we are truly involved in a revolu- 
tionary movement, we must think about what the new 
life will look like on the other side of the struggle once 
the old paradigm is vanquished. The divisive concept 
of "other" is particularly strong in this society. It is 
internally liberating to share in the lives of those 
unlike you — perhaps you will even find yourself be- 
coming one of "them" in some way — in order to be 
able to relate to others who are oppressed or share 
outrage at the oppression of the living earth. 

Womyn hold a key to the way out of the morass as 
they have been systematically oppressed and thus may 
have an easier time understanding and relating to 
others who have been oppressed than many men. For 


instance, since I was fifteen, I was aggressively pursued 
like prey — or an object — by at least five men who 
obviously intended to attack and rape me. On top of 
this was a great deal of emotional abuse culminating in 
a sexual advance by a male authority figure in my 
"family" when I was young. This is not to mention all 
the blatant and subtle forms of sexism surrounding me 
for my entire life. Yet, I got off easy compared to many 
womyn who have been physically and/or emotionally 
abused by almost every dominant male figure in their 
lives. Where does this lead? With me it led to internal 
rebellion and retreat to the wild, guiding me to a 
lifelong commitment to biocentrism and activism. 
Womyn have a few advantages over men from how we 
are raised in this society. For example, we have emo- 
tions that give us great strength, we have deep support- 
ive friendships with other womyn (men often have 
trouble achieving this with other men) and we have an 
ability to be aware of subtle emotional nuances in social 
settings. This perception of what's going on in the 
whole room or the whole campaign is less blocked by 
tunnel vision pride of self (ego) and competitiveness 
that characterize many men's interactions with each 
other and the movement. 

One way to overcome such "tunnel vision" may be 
to dare to be more open emotionally and sexually. 
Society builds walls between and inside us; our busi- 
ness is to tear them down. This means opening our 
inner selves to hurt — only through vulnerability (care- 
fully chosen) can we honestly face and dismantle our 
deepest personal insecurities. Facing these fears fully 
and working them down to scrapbook memories of an 
old self can result in a stronger activist emerging, more 
prepared to do whatever needs to be done, happier and 
more at peace and joy to face the greatest threats to 
ourselves and the earth creatively, keeping always at 
least one step ahead of the Patriarchal maniacal thugs 
of the dominant (diminishing!) paradigm in the dance 
of revolution, the dance of life continuing. — Raven 


A REAL PROFILE OF THE WOMEN I RESPECT 


This space was originally set aside to profile 
women — women of other movements along with 
EF. — women that have made a difference. Originally, 
we wanted this to be a source of inspiration, a spot to 
realize the work of these women. We were hoping to 
"honor" them and the achievements they have made 
in their movements. 

After a few days of trying to write brief bio's, it 
became apparent that it was hard to condense the 
work of these women into less than 300 words, and 
200 words seemed an insult. When we compared 
notes, we debated "who" should be profiled; a petty 
comparison of accomplishments. There was conflict 
about who was "too well-known" to deserve a bio, but 
then there were others that were so well known that 
they had to have a bio (there is always etiquette). 

Suddenly it dawned on me that we had essentially 
defeated the purpose of the profiles. I realized that this 
spot, right here that you are reading, was supposed to 
be a source of inspiration. 

So, instead of six bio's at 300 words a piece, I 
instead ask you to think of people that have influ- 
enced your activism. There may be men in those 
images of influence, but that's OK. 

$iook Hist 

• The Death of Nature 

Carolyn Merchant • Gvn/Ecologv 

Mary Daly 

• Women and Nature 

Susan Griffin 

• Reweaving the Web 
Irene Diamond and Gloria 
Feman Orenstein 

• The Sexual Politics of Meat 

Carol J. Adam 

• Sacred Land. Sacred Sex 

Delores LaChapelle 

• Healing The Wounds: The Promise of 

F.coFeminism (compilation) 


In that flood of faces that just breezed 
over you, did you see one woman, ten 
women? Think of them now, honor them. 
They do not have to be EF! women, there 
are no rules to this, they are simply women 
that make you smile, make you feel warm, 
make you feel at ease. These are the women 
I want to honor. 

Don't be surprised if someone is think- 
ing of you in this little practice of remem- 
brance. I think that we do not give our- 
selves enough credit for affecting another 
life. Right now, as you honor your mentor, 
someone else is honoring you. If you do not 
believe me, or think it not possible... then 
I will prove you wrong. 

As I write this I am honoring all of the 
women on this planet that wake up each 
morning to the thankless task of having a 
conscience. To all of you I lower my head 
and give thanks. 

I honor the millions of you in my heart, 
now and always, instead of honoring six 
with a picture and 300 words. — Michelle 


The evolution of 
a word 


The old ways: 
lady, miss, ma'am, madam, 
gal, honey, broad, dame, 
skirt, girl, lass 
The PC version: 
women, wommin, 
womyn, wimmin, womon 
wymn,wymin, wimin, 
wymon,wymmin 
and wymyn 
The latest versions: 
babe, chick, girl, bitch, 
hon, sister and names of 
other assorted body parts 


■■■ 


l-YI 


Hag Rag 

This anarcho-feminist publication has extended it’s dead- 
line... so, now you have no excuse. Articles, artwork and 
anything else is welcome. $$ is always needed to cover 
costs of mailing... hint-hint. POB 1 83, Harmony, ME 04061 . 

LWOD #4 

Remember the one that got away? Well we caught it... with 
feeling. LWOD # 4 will be a women’s issue. You thought Lorena 
Bobbitt was scary, hold onto your— well you know— you ain’t 
seen nothin’ yet. Send anything you damn well please. No holds 
barred. We will be running a personals section, so send in your 
tantalizing profile. POB 1 020, Berkeley, CA 94701 . 


If you are wondering who you can blame this whole thing on, it goes something like this: 

Darryl, Pam, Kimba, Michelle, and all the contributors. 




Dear Miss ‘Demeanor 

Advice for the ‘Ecobgicady Confused 


Dear Miss Demeanor: 

In the midst of all my hard work for 
our Mother, I sometimes get so in- 
tensely involved that I get really over- 
whelmed. There are times when I just 
can't take it anymore and feel the 
need to go ... shopping. Not just any 
kind of shopping — mall shopping. I 
thought it was going to get better after 
I canceled my subscription to Vogue 
and kicked another $25 to the Journal, 
but I had a relapse just the other day 
and went on a consuming frenzy. It’s 
not like I can return the clothes either. 
My spells last for several days and by 
the time it's over, the tags are off and 
the damage is done. 

Please help. I feel like a traitor to the 
Earth and my activist sisters and broth- 
ers. I don't know how to satiate my 
consuming desires when they come a- 
knocking. All I can do is hang my head 
in shame when I show up at a demo 
sporting a pair of $70 jeans. 

— Fashionably yours, 
Dis-dressed in New Jersey 

Dear Dis-dressed: 

My goodness, dearie, this is indeed very 
troubling. You clearly need a support 
group to help you recover. 

Find about 20 friends and go shopping 
together. At home, you can all cavort and 


posture to your hearts' content in your 
new garments. However, you must resist 
the temptation to remove the tags! They 
will enable you and your friends to return 
every item you purchased on the busiest 
shopping day you can think of. What 
more delightful way to celebrate the Christ- 
mas shopping season than to have all 
your good friends join you en masse at the 
customer service counter? 

Once you have your money back, you 
can send it to that great purveyor of 
stylish clothing, the Earth First! Journal. 
Just imagine how welcome you will be at 
a demo when instead of wearing $70 
jeans, you distribute seven $10 radical t- 
shirts to your fellow riffraff. Now, that's 
a fashion statement! 

Dear Miss Demeanor: 

I think of myself as an Earth 
Firstler, but my problem is that I'm 
a gear-head! A certain almost erotic 
feeling surges up in me for cold 
forged aluminum, nylon and 
synchilla. Miss Demeanor, I know 
these things are. bad for the ecology 
and having and consuming more 
from the Earth is killing everything 
from salmon to snails. Help! Can I 
resist titanium, or must I turn in my 
Earth First! card and membership? 
How else can I get that materialist 


fix and not feel guilty? 


— Signed, 
A Gear-Head 


P.S. I know a lot of other EF!ers are 
suckers for the "right stuff" too. 

Dear Gear-Head: 

Well, dearie, I am so sorry to hear that 
our sexually repressed society has caused 
you to bury your sexual attraction to 
outdoor gear. You have my whole-hearted 
support to liberate yourselffrom shame — 
step up to the mirror naked, and proudly 
affirm aloud, "Touching titanium titil- 
lates me!" 

Once you have satisfied yourself, you 
can donate your pricey equipment to those 
who desperately need it for more utilitar- 
ian purposes, but lack the funds. Think of 
all the hunt saboteurs braving frigid bliz- 
zards and the tree-climbers longing for 
carabiners. But by all means, make sure 
you wash everything first! 

I hope this addictive consumerism 
among eco-activists isn 't indicative of an 
epidemic. Get thee to a thrift store! 

Miss Demeanor responds to actual letters. Humorous 
questions may be sent directly to the Journal 
addressed to: Miss Demeanor, PO Box 1415, Eugene, 
OR 97440 




by Jesse Wolf Hardin 

This issue's column is dedicated to a valued mentor of 
the ecosophic movement, Bill Devall. 

The "return-to-balance" spoken of by many tradi- 
tional cultures will necessarily be preceded by either 
catastrophe or the deliberate shifting of the total 
weight of human consciousness. By recognizing 
perception as the instrumental element in our es- 
trangement from nature and resultant malignant 
behavior, we have the option of participating 
in the inevitable cure: rewilding our minds, 
and recreating a wild world. 

Primal human perception — like that of ani- 
mals, our ancestors, tribal peoples and all chil- 
dren before a certain age — is encompassing, 
integrative and symbiotic. It is non-reductive, 
mutually affirming and serves to connect the 
perceiver and the perceived. Original human 
mind is as magic as the spirits it ponders. It is 
an adjunct, equal and ally of the human body 
housing it. Original mind is an integral com- 
ponent of Gaian mind, of planetary mind, and 
is thus free of the imaginary schisms between 
mind and matter, feeling and thought, creator and 
creation, Nature and society, spirituality and activ- 
ism, man and woman, human and home. 

The rewilding of our "self" requires the 
reinhabitation of our bodies, families, cultures and 
place. This starts with the return to native, wild 
mind. Like the rest of the natural world, the human 
mind is a wild place, an unfathomable wilderness of 
image and sensation, memory and precognition. 
Within its realm exists everything that has ever 
been and can ever be. The world resides in the mind 
as surely as the mind resides in the world. 

We know the mind is wild the way it wanders into 
dangerous terrain the minute we aren't watching — 
gets lost like a little kid in a department store of 
pictures and ideas, tosses off civil constraint and 
dives into the moist folds of carnal indulgence at 
every licentious opportunity. You can be in the 


midst of a geometry test or taken up with the repair 
of a malfunctioning carburetor when your mind 
will race off to engage in such savage themes as sex, 
play and death. The wild mind sings whatever song 
it wants, even if you're tired of hearing it. 

There is no such thing as confined mind. It can be 
separated from its natural proclivities and desires by 
neither the dogmatic guilt trips of organized reli- 
gion, nor the pronouncements of custom-bound 
authorities. It acknowledges no limitations, bound- 
aries, rules or taboos, and is therefore without limit. 


Wild consciousness knows itself as inseparable from 
everything around it, and even as it reaches out to 
pierce and ponder things far away, it delves into the 
depths of its own essence and meaning. As such, it 
experiences a degree of the pain and joy of the 
seemingly disparate forms around it, aching for the 
Earth at the bite of the bulldozer's wicked blade, and 
reveling in the giddy lift of wind beneath the heron's 
wings. 

Wild mind is tuned to body time, the organic 
cycles of hunger and exhaustion, satiation and rest 
that are surely more relevant that any imposed 
linear timeframe. Civilized time is clock time. Civi- 
lized time hasn't the ability to adjust to natural and 
personal rhythms, or to synchronize with 
interterrestrial rhythms. The wild mind exists in the 
perennial perceptual now. The primacy of immedi- 
ate experience over preoccupation with past or 


future concerns is the hallmark of primal conscious- 
ness and evidence of a (sometimes uninvited!) 
rewilding-in-progress . 

The constant, charged, orgasmic engagement with 
life peculiar to the wild is a result of living in-tense- 
ly, fully in the present tense. In the wild mind, 
sensate experience takes precedence over abstract 
symbols. Original mind knows the world by feeling 
it rather than thinking about it. Feral mind, yanked 
free of the tethers that bound it, will increasingly 
abandon internal dialogue for smell and feel, for the 
omnipresent reality of powerful visions and au- 
thentic emotions. Wild mind is not fearless, but is 
saved the contemporary neurosis of fearing that 
which doesn't yet exist. When not directly 
and physically faced with an unavoidable 
threat, the natural hominid mind, like plant 
and animal mind, exists in a heightened 
condition — a constant state of arousal and 
bliss. 

In balance with the right hemisphere of the 
brain, the left, rational side of our psyches 
may contribute to the continued survival of 
the tribe. If allowed to predominate, how- 
ever, the result is certain alienation from the 
wild self, and from the wild lands that sustain 
us both physically and spiritually. As a result, 
Earth-centered people have always cultivated 
various checks on the hegemony of linear time and 
left brain thinking. Wilderness experience, rituals, 
vision quests, meditation, ecstatic dance, tantra, sex 
magic, the fine art of riverside leisure and the careful 
consumption of medicinal plants have all served to 
prevent the complete subordination of wild mind 
to the dictates of imposing linear reality. Salva- 
tion — for nature, as for our true natures, begins right 
here, wherever we are right now. There will be no 
hope for a wilder "Big Outside," unless and until we 
re-wild our inner selves... until we reenchant the 
"civilized" human mind. 

Wolf also writes regular pieces for Talking Leaves and 
the pagan-focused Green Egg and Green Man maga- 
zines. He welcomes your questions, comments and sug- 
gestion for this EF! column. To schedule him for an 
appearance write The Earthen Spirituality Project, Box 
708, Reserve, NM 87830 
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Public Lands Logging 


The Great Zero 


What the heck is this all about? 

Over the last year, we've run numerous articles about the Muir Society, a 
nationwide coalition of Sierra Club members working to restore Muir's vision, 
passion and strength to the Sierra Club (Earth First! Journal, Mabon 1 994 and 
Eostar 1995). 

In the spring of this year, David Brower and Dave Foreman were elected to the 
Sierra Club Board of Directors. The Muir Society hoped to garner Brower's and 
Foreman's support for a central component of their campaign: an official Club 
policy of Zero Cut — the prohibition of commercial timber harvest on public 
lands. Reprinted here, with the authors' permission, are excerpts of letters 
written by Brower and Foreman explaining why they cannot, at this time, 
support a policy of Zero Cut for the Sierra Club. Following their letters are 
responses from both Muir Society members and other Zero Cut proponents. 

It is important to note that Brower and Foreman composed the following as 
personal correspondence to Muir Society members. These excerpts were not 
intended as formal essays; any gaps in continuity may be blamed on the editors. 
The Journal editorial staff feels discussions of strategies such as Zero Cut are 
important, and hope to continue such discussions in future issues. 

Some Thoughts on Z ero Cut 

...Thinking about writing this... gave me greater appreciation for 
Jefferson's dialogue between head and heart. My heart believes in no 
timber cutting on the national forests; my head sees pitfalls with that 
position. While I have called for Zero Cut in the past, I have recently given 
hard thought to it. We're really faced with four questions: 

1) Is Zero Cut eventually desirable for all public lands? 

2) Is Zero Cut feasible now? 

3) Should the Sierra Club, at this time, embrace the Zero Cut policy you 
propose? 

4) Should any conservationists, at this time, advocate Zero Cut for all 
public lands? 

...I believe that the great majority of commercial logging on the public 
lands and all logging on many individual national forests for wood and 
fiber is not appropriate. There are exceptions, however, such as northern 
New Mexico with dependent Chicano logging communities and certain 
parts of the West where the national forests contain all the harvestable 
timber for sawmills and for poles and posts. The level of logging on the 
public lands needs to be significantly lowered in any case. 

...I [have] grave doubts about the Forest Service's ability to "manage" 
public lands in a truly ecologically sensitive manner. I generally believe 
that the government is incapable of managing public lands correctly. 
Any regulatory agency becomes a captive of the industry it is supposed 
to regulate. (That's why we are needed.) The 1964 Wilderness Act, for 
example, was not a reform measure, it was a pair of handcuffs on federal 
agencies to prevent them from destroying wilderness on the lands they 
managed (nonetheless, the agencies have done an impressive job of 
twisting the Wilderness Act to their own purposes). 

I'll go even further: I do not believe that reform of democratic society, 
political and social institutions, and human civilization is possible. I suppose 
this makes me a realist instead of an idealist, a pessimist instead of an 
optimist. Some would even say it makes me a misanthrope, or worse, a 
conservative. For this reason, I do not believe it is possible for us to achieve 
real reform of federal land management, or to arrive at any kind of 
sustainable economy and society. My fundamental political strategy is to 
protect as much biodiversity as we can, using whatever ethical means will 
work in each situation or particular time. Recent political events have only 
convinced me more of the rightness of this approach. Conservationists need 
to be flexible, creative, and opportunistic.... 

At the recent Society for Conservation Biology convention I asked a 
dozen or so top conservation biologists, who are also very strong 
conservationists, for their opinions on whether the Sierra Club should 
support Zero Cut for all national forests. Unanimously, they said no. 
Because the public forests have been so badly mismanaged, considerable 
rehabilitation needs to be done. For example, one conservation biology 
grad student (with Earth First! leanings) said he had researched the 
question for a class with the intention to justify Zero Cut. His research led 
him to believe instead that Zero Cut would be ecologically destructive 
and could lead to virtual elimination of lower-elevation ponderosa pine 
forests in the Southwest. There are probably many national forests, 
though, where Zero Cut is ecologically the best course now or in the very 
near term. All this begs the question of how we design and control 
silvicultural methods to restore damaged forest ecosystems. 

My reading of current political trends tells me that if we say Uncle Sam 
should not be in the logging business, then market revolutionaries (they 
aren't true conservatives) in Congress will agree with us. Their solution 
will be to sell (or give away) all national forests to private timber 
companies except for existing [designated] wilderness areas and those 
national forest lands obviously not valuable for timber (though most of 
these would be given to ranchers). 

We should work for a national policy where protection and restoration 
of biodiversity are the primary goals for public lands. Despite wide (but 


shallow) public support, 
we will not achieve that 
for some time (if ever). I 
strongly believe that we 
should not tie the Sierra 
Club's hands from success- 
fully working for incre- 
mental steps to that goal. 

It is far more likely, re- 
gardless of the position the 
Sierra Club takes on Zero 
Cut, that we will be facing 
very strong political efforts 
to "open" existing na- 
tional parks and wilder- 
ness areas to commercial 
logging than we will be 
facing any practical possi- 
bility of eliminating log- 
ging from all public lands. 

...I fear that [a Zero Cut] 
policy could prohibit the Club from supporting incremental steps to 
scale back public lands logging. And it could prevent us from support- 
ing less-than-perfect wilderness areas. I have yet to see an ecologically 
ideal wilderness area established, though I have supported much 
wilderness legislation. This is an important point. I fear that [a] Zero Cut 
policy... would prohibit the Club from supporting any wilderness bill 
that might allow logging of any kind elsewhere in the national forests. 
I also fear that a Zero Cut policy would prevent us from working within 
the Forest Service process to make certain timber sales less destructive. 
For example, the California Wilderness Coalition recently negotiated 
with the FS on a timber sale in the Sierra which would have cut old- 
growth forest. The CWC managed to get the FS to modify the sale to 
remove all old growth and other ecologically sensitive areas (including 
part of a roadless area) from the sale. Would Sierra Club chapters or staff 
be prevented from doing that under [a] Zero Cut policy? 

This is my bottom line. Prohibiting any and all Sierra Club entities 
from any position or action that would allow any commercial logging 
on the public lands would handcuff us into inaction. 

...We should encourage the growing on kenaf and hemp of private 
lands already in agricultural or plantation status. For all I have read, 
they are superior to wood for paper fiber. However, it would be far more 
ecologically destructive to convert any public forests, no matter how 
badly logged and abused, to kenaf or hemp farms. (I would support a 
Sierra Club policy that no public forests be cut for paper fiber.) 

I think there are some areas of the national forests where excellent 
forestry (Gordon Robinson's term) can be practiced for timber produc- 
tion. These should be those areas where community stability and local 
economies and local use of wood products (such as Hispanic northern 
New Mexico) need national forest timber because there are no alterna- 
tives on nearby private lands. This does not reflect an ecological 
position; it reflects a social position. I am not suggesting that all groups 
buy into this. 

...Some groups need to campaign for Zero Cut as a national policy so 
we can analyze how effective that position is. I wish, though, that they 
would focus their energies on making the best public case for Zero Cut 
and on mobilizing grassroots support for Zero Cut instead of attacking 
those conservation groups that do not support Zero Cut. 

We need a range of positions in the conservation movement to appeal 
to the public and influence the powers that be. Some groups should 
work for Zero Cut. This sets goal and debate parameters; it is an easy 
position to explain to the public which generally (but vaguely and 
weakly) opposes national forest logging; and it allows "mainstream" 
groups like the Club to take increasingly stronger positions and yet 
appear to be reasonable political players. Before conservation groups 
really offer uncompromising or extreme (within the context of main- 
stream political thought) proposals, we must build a strong, mobilized 
constituencies for those proposals. There is also a subtle but real 
difference between not opposing all logging on public lands and 
supporting logging on public lands. 

So, how do I answer my four questions? 

1) Is Zero Cut eventually desirable for all public lands? Maybe. But it's a 
ways away. 

2) Is Zero Cut feasible now? No, for ecological, political, and strategic 
reasons. 

3) Should the Sierra Club, at this time, embrace [a] Zero Cut policy... ? No. 
But our forest policy should be strengthened. 

Af) Should any conservationists, atthis time, advocate Zero Cut for all public 
lands? Absolutely. 

— Dave Foreman in his letter to Jim Bensman 
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Cut Debate of ’95 


Zero Cut Has Problems 


Zero Cut has problems that are overwhelming and 
haven't been addressed. 

■Were it not for these problems, there should be 
no objection to some members of a coalition — 
such as chapters and groups within the Sierra 
Club — taking stronger (i.e., more protective) 
positions than the parent body. Harmonization, 
as the Sierra Club determined in its opposition to 
NAFTA, can be far too costly. It puts a ceiling over 
protection rather than a floor under it. It guaran- 
tees mediocrity. I wholly share the concern — 
make it desperation — over what the government 
is letting happen to public forests. I feel the same 
way about what is happening to privately owned 
forests, such as the redwoods and New England. 

What I'd like to argue is that Zero Cut erodes 
protection because the perfect is the enemy of the 
good (whoever said that?) and the "perfection" of 
Zero Cut can hurt us and has hurt us because it 
inhibits — even precludes — consensus. It's not that 
I am addicted to consensus. I don't like its ten- 
dency to require a watering down of purpose to 
please some ultraconservative. But when a pro- 
posal generates severe disagreement among good 
people and they can't come to a consensus, I 
worry. That is happening. I consider you [Chad 
Hanson] and Tim Hermach [of Native Forest 
Council] exceptionally good people. Unfortu- 
nately, I feel the same way about myself — a 
person who has been fighting US Forest Service 
malpractice for 47 years. 

So on with the argument. 

Capitalist soil and communist soil have one 
thing in common: they're both soil. The same 
holds for public soil and private soil. Trees, public 
or private, are still trees. Nature does not 
recognize the difference. 

Public and private trees have several things in 
common. They lock up carbon, free oxygen, mini- 
rrtize erosion, regulate the flow and quality of water, 
and provide habitat — alive, dying, and dead— for 
other species as well as other trees. They look pretty, 
inspire, are important to cultures, and, in California's 
Bohemian Grove, provide a place for Bohemians to 
pee. They also provide pulp, timber, and if they are 
the right maple, sugar. The latter are the forest 
resources the market knows how to measure. The 
former constitute a massive subsidy — the tree itself — 
to whoever cuts it, be it on public or private land. 



Old-growth Douglas fir at Mt. Hood National Forest. 



Associated with other species, trees form 
forests and invite abuse, which foresters are 
good at. It is up to us to stop it. We need to 
promote the flourishing of forests, which 
foresters have not been good at. God is good 
at it. A new breed of humans, ecosystem 
managers, are trying to second-guess the 
Creator, and are failing. They had better 
concentrate on managing each other. 

Too much of the world's forest has been put 
to human use, too little left for God's. Those 
of us who think we are made in God's image 
could try being a bit more godlike, even as 
those following Christ should try practicing 
peace, now and then, and reintroduce them- 
selves to compassion and love. 

But back to trees. 

Too much forest is in private hands. Private 
owners can be nice, but governments last 
longer (except in Italy) and when reminded to 
do so, can concern themselves with future 
generations better than privatized institutions 
do, and history proves it. 

As happened in 1911 under the Weeks Act, 
government now needs to acquire vast areas of 
private forest and make them public. The 
government also needs to cure itself of silvi- 
cultural malpractice on its forests, which the 
US Forest Service and Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment have proved themselves incapable of 
achieving — so far. They must be required to 
achieve it. 

Clearly, it is desirable to put some trees to 
commercial human use, as in walls, floors, a roof 
or two and a few billion toothpicks. Indeed, that 
is what some of the Weeks Act forests were 
acquired for. No chopsticks. 

If we prohibit cutting on public forests, we will 
increase the burden on private forests and make it 
next to impossible to convert any more of them 
to public forests. There are trees on public forests 
that should be cut — ecologically unsound planta- 
tions, for example, which resulted from the error 
of planting trees instead of growing forests. I have 
called such forests infectious monoculturosis. 

If we discourage further acquisition of public 
forests by making them untouchable, we will end 
up with less overall protection of forests, which is 
exactly what we don't need. For example, there 
are some three million acres of private forest in 
Maine that should be acquired by the public. 

Requiring that there be no cutting on public 
land is too much like requiring that there be no 
grazing in wilderness. Were we to have insisted 
on that in 1964, there would be no wilderness 
system. Insisting that there be no agriculture 
included in Point Reyes National Seashore would 
have precluded success there. Grazing in wilder- 
ness and agriculture at Point Reyes are being 
phased out. There would be nothing to phase 
them out of if we had insisted on "perfection." 

The old argument, "you never miss the water 
till the well runs dry" applies to loggers' attitudes 
toward ancient forests, and Japan's toward all 
forests (in 1976 Japan was claiming that all the 
world's forests combined could not meet Japan's 
requirements for forest products). The logging 
industries won't miss the forests until they and 
the jobs are gone — unless we prevent their myo- 
pia. 

What, then, do we need? I submit this list: 

1) Teach the market how to evaluate the forest 
functions, listed above, that it now ignores. If the 
market reveals their true value, protection will 
follow. People will understand the value of non- 
use if a use costs too much. They will seek alter- 
native sources of pulp and timber. 

Teaching the market to do this will not be easy, 
but I think it will be easier than trying to sell the 
"perfection" of Zero Cut. Paul Hawken tried to do 


Border of the Clearwater Wilderness and Weyerhaeuser private 
land near Mt. Rainier, Washington. 
this in his The Ecology of Commerce and will try 
harder, I think, in Natural Capitalism. We took a 
step in this direction in using kenaf for Let the 
Mountains Talk, Let the Rivers Run: A Call to Those 
Who Would Save the Earth. (Remember, one out of 
every five trees is cut for pulp, and one out of five 
trees is cut from public land. Shift to kenaf for all 
pulp and we achieve the Zero Cut goal!) 

2) My book advocates replacing the BLM with a 
new National Land Service, to be concerned not 
only with public land, but also with establishing 
Leopold's land ethic on private land. Some other 
countries are farther along on this than the US. 
This move could lead to Gordon Robinson's 
"excellent forestry" and Orville Camp's "ecologi- 
cal selective logging" (see Clearcut) on private 
land and straighten out Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment on the O&C forests [land originally owned 
by the Oregon & California railroad company]. 

3) Reform the US Forest Service. 

4) Remember that national park forests will not 
be safe once industry has been permitted to grind 
through the last primeval forests outside the 
parks. 

5) Reinvigorate the advocacy of timber substi- 
tutes in construction (pointing out that Italy and 
Greece did this long ago, and their buildings last 
longer). 

6) Urge major investment in forest restoration. 
The last number I heard (some 40 years ago) was 
that there are eight million acres of unrestocked 
or poorly restocked forest land in California, 
Oregon, and Washington. 

7) Concentrate our energies in furthering the 
Wildlands Project, as it appears in legislative form 
in NREPA, and help it lead to NREPAs elsewhere. 

8) I think it feasible to require a moratorium on 
most public forest cutting in order to sever 
institutional addiction to it, and thus prohibit the 
cutting of ancient forests that we want to see in 
Wildlands Project zones of maximum protection. 

I would like to see all primeval forest so pro- 
tected. Insistence on total protection of all public 
forests weakens that case, as well as precluding 
gains listed above. 

— David Brower in his letter to 
Chad Hanson 
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Zero Cut is... 


Inevitable 


by Karen C. 

Zero Cut is inevitable: If we don't call for it now it 
will occur when all the public lands old growth is 
gone and all the second growth is too young to cut. 
That time is not far off. I can speak with some 
assurance, as I have worked extensively in the for- 
ests of the Pacific Northwest — both east and west of 
the Cascade Crest. It may be different elsewhere, but 
I doubt it. 

Why not call for Zero Cut? Let's add a few more 
dimensions to this: First, a lot of the national forests 
are under indigenous people's treaty rights and are 
not legitimately ours to trash. Second, who is stand- 
ing up for the critters and viable intact ecosystems? 
Already so much old growth and mature forest is 
gone that numerous species are on the verge of 
extinction — we don't even know the status of most 
of them, whether they still have viable populations 
or not and how much more logging would extirpate 
the ones which are currently viable. How can we let 
any more logging continue on public lands (where 
logging should be easier to stop than on private 
lands) and still hold up our heads? 

Already the legacy of shame is almost unbearable. 
For instance, scientists now think pine martens may 
no longer have viable populations in the north 


Cascades or the entire Coast Range (both used to be 
prime habitat). Northern goshawk have been shown 
to decline precipitously under current cutting re- 
gimes. Fishers are likely extirpated from most or all of 
eastern Oregon. We're not "just" talking about losing 
grizzly bears and wolves anymore; we're now facing 
extinction of a whole other level of forest-dependent 
species — those who depend to some extent on old 
growth and/or a closed canopy. Other species cur- 
rently jeopardized include a long list of birds, am- 
phibians, native anadromous, fish , mammals and 
countless untallied insects and sensitive plants. What 
will be next to go? Black bears and cougars? Where 
will it end if we don't stop equivocating and take a 
firm, strong, unambiguous position? 

Proponents of Zero Cut could have been more 
diplomatic and consensus-oriented about starting 
the "Zero Cut" rallying cry. Activists have an unfor- 
tunate history of not consulting with each other 
over major strategic decisions. However, I think it's 
a far more grievous error to make this mistake with 
a compromising position than with a "No Compro- 
mise" stance — look how many times "deals of 
shame" have set us back. Surely my esteemed col- 
leagues David Brower and Dave Foreman must re- 
member back to the movement's early days, when 

continued on next page 



Mr. Hanson Goes to Washington 


by Chad Hanson 

A few weeks ago I went to Washington, DC to 
find a member of Congress with the guts to 
introduce a bill to end all logging on our nation's 
public lands. Many people warned that my goal 
was impossible. They predicted that I would be 
laughed out of every office I visited. Nevertheless, 
I bought a plane ticket to the DC with my own 
money and off I went. I didn't have any big 
money to hand out like timber industry lobbyists. 
Nor did I have a mighty coalition behind me — no 
petitions or letters from home districts. I was just 
one guy from Oregon with a clear, simple, prin- 
cipled message: Our public forests have been 
trashed; the agencies are hopelessly corrupt; 
species are going extinct; shut it down. Shut it all 
down, now. 

I had 25 appointments in two days — most of 
them with Republicans. Only one told me 
"no" — a Democrat. About half said "maybe." 

Six representatives (half of them Republicans) 
told me they would definitely vote for and 
cosponsor Zero Cut legislation. Another six or 
seven said "probably." 

The point is that with a little effort and 
optimism from one person, the "impossible” 
began to seem possible — maybe even probable. 
This is the essential difference between those 
who would continue to offer up our forests to 
the chainsaw and those of us who advocate 
protecting all public forests from logging: The 
former insist that advocating an end to logging 
on public lands is surely "politically unrealis- 
tic," the latter realize that just about every 
worthwhile idea has been dismissed as such. 

Our job as citizen advocates is to change politi- 
cal realities, not grin and bear them. 

The bottom line is this: Zero Cut is the only 
message the public understands. It is the only 
position that has the potential to inspire. Try 
talking biodiversity or "light-touch ecoforestry 
thinning" to the person on the street and their 
eyes will glaze over. Try explaining to them why 
it's "okay" to log plantations and second growth, 
but not native forest, and you'll not only lose 
their attention, you'll irritate them. 

Even if there are some ecologically sound 
reasons to allow limited logging on public lands 
(and I don't concede that there are), once we 
advocate these exceptions publicly we shoot 
ourselves in the foot. We lose the public. We 
appear unprincipled, wishy-washy and weak. We 


put ourselves in the impossible position of trying 
to explain to the press, the public, and Congress 
why our version of "forest health" logging is 
better than that of the timber industry. And, 
perhaps most importantly, if we advocate any- 
thing less than a ban on all logging on public 
lands, we take a position that is weaker than that 
of the general public (a 1994 nationwide poll 
conducted by the Forest Service itself found that 
most US citizens think that there should be no 
commercial resource extraction from public lands 
at all). If the best we can do as environmental 
advocates is reluctantly follow the lead of the 
general public, we might as well all go home and 
leave the job of protecting the planet to the next 
generation. Hopefully, there will be something 
for them to protect. 

I think that those members of the environmen- 
tal community who so strongly desire continued 
logging in certain places on public lands can rest 
assured that Congress will provide for such 
exceptions when the bill is finally passed. But the 
exceptions, the compromises, shouldn't come 
from us. As David Brower once said, "Let the 
people we pay to compromise — the legislature — 
do the compromising." Forest Service Chief Jack 
Ward Thomas recently stated that if the Forest 
Service has to stay out of old growth and roadless 
areas, it will have no timber program. That being 
the case, why even bother with exceptions? 

Ending logging on public lands is admittedly 
just one small, timid, moderate step in the overall 
solution. In order to prevent pressure from 


shifting onto private lands, we must simulta- 
neously advocate strong private lands protection, 
reduced consumption, and alternative fibers. But 
we must not be so shortsighted that we let fear of 
"shifting pressures" keep us from fully protecting 
public lands. If we constantly live in fear of 
shifting pressures, we'll never protect anything. 

Additionally, we must advocate large-scale 
acquisition of private forests (such as the Maine 
woods and coastal redwoods) into public owner- 
ship. Once acquired, they will be truly protected 
if logging is prohibited on public land. After all, 
what is the point of acquiring forest into public 
ownership if it's going to be clearcut anyway? 

Finally, it should be pointed out that some of 
the greatest, most visionary environmental 
advocates in history are on record advocating an 
end to logging on public lands. To wit: 

"...we need a coherent strategy to restore and 
deepen grassroots support for public lands, 
protection of Endangered Species, reintroduction 
of wolves, designation of larger Wilderness Areas, 
clean air and water, an end to commercial logging 
on public lands, and so on." — Dave Foreman, Wild 
Earth, Summer 1995 (emphasis added). 

"How about thinking instead of the zero [cut on 
public lands]... how about... calling for a 25-year 
moratorium." — David Brower, Public Interest 
Environmental Law Conference, March 1995 
(calling for an end to logging on all public lands 
for 25 years). 


Sign a Sierra Club Petition 

The Muir Society is attempting to place a "Zero-Cut on public lands" initiative on the Club's 
national ballot. If passed, the Sierra Club will be on record as an advocate of ending all commercial 
logging on all public lands nationwide. We need about 1,700 signatures of Sierra Club members by 
the end of October. If you happen to be a Sierra Club member, please sign the petition (printed 
below) and send it ASAP to: Chad Hanson, 934 President St, 3B, Brooklyn, NY 11215. Only signatures 
of Sierra Club members count toward the target of 1,700 signatures. 

"Shall the Sierra Club support protecting all federal publicly-owned lands in the United 

States by advocating an end to all commercial logging on these lands?" 


Signature 

Printed Name 

Address 

Date 

Member # 

(if known) 

1 






2 






3 






4 
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Zero Cut or Stumpland National Forest 


by Justin Time 

Good Gaia! Put the two Daves on the Sierra Club 
Board of Directors and they succumb immediately 
to infectious Beltwayitis. In trying to cozy up to the 
old boy network that Dave #1 (Brower) once wisely 
removed himself from years ago and Dave #2 has 
been wanting acceptance from all along, they would 
have us believe Zero Cut is actually the cause of all 
those stumps. 

U nder the Dave-squared theory, perhaps we should 
give back the wilderness areas and national parks, as 
that too would desegregate the damage and spread 
it over the landscape. Throw in a . few Audubon 
sanctuaries, as well. 

Don't they get it? If we provide the timber-indus- 
trial complex with cheap, subsidized federal logs, of 
course they'll lay off the private lands — for a while. 
Once Zero Cut is thus implemented by default 
(since there'll be nothing left worth cutting on 
public lands), the remaining private trees will furi- 
ously fall, leaving us with stumps all around. 

This discredited shift-the-pressure nonsense has 
already been abandoned by the industry. Remem- 
ber the arguments that if environmentalists don't 
let industry cut the forests where regulations exist, 
then they'll just have to cut the tropical forests 
where the damage will be much worse? How in heck 
did the Daves ever buy into applying this nonsense 
to public vs. private logging? 

Brower even says "Requiring that there be no 
cutting on public land is too much like requiring 
there be no grazing in designated wilderness." (At 
least we agree on something!) Dave, exactly what is 
the point of a "wilderness system" infested with 
cows? Talk of phasing them out? In the 31 years 
since the wilderness areas were established, cows 
there have increased, not declined. Go tour the Aldo 
Leopold Wilderness Area in New Mexico and see 
how your hero's land ethic is applied on his name- 
sake public land before you advocate the same for 
private land, as well. Blowing the tops off of wilder- 


ness area mountains to create water tanks for cattle 
is hardly what Leopold had in mind. 

Rename the Bureau of Land Management? Use trees 
to produce "a few billion toothpicks" for the domestic 
market but "no chopsticks" for export? Guess us 
Westerners must need those toothpicks to pick that 
public lands’ beef out of our teeth. "Reform the U.S. 
Forest Service?" "Concentrate our energies in further- 
ing the Wildlands 
Project?" How did we 
overlook these bril- 
liant solutions all 
these years? 

The sorry, sad 
truth is that the 
maxim "you never 
miss the water till the 
well runs dry" also 
applies to those that 
have been "fighting 
U.S. Forest Service 
malpractice for forty- 
seven years" or less, 
in most cases. Zero 
Cut takes away the 
discretion that al- 
lows the malpractice 
to occur in the first 
place. 

Eliminate the in- 
centive for Forest 
Service managers to 
kill off the life sup- 
port system and we may just eliminate the legions 
of green bureaucrats who have made a comfortable 
living writing white papers on reform and grand 
wildlands schemes, traveling in ozone-depleting jet 
airliners to collect speaking fees at conferences, 
monitoring the implementation of forest plans and 
the like. Talk about "institutional addictions." 

Even that green-washing corporation known as 
The Wilderness Society has the honesty to say that 


"Zero Cut is the obvious solution, but it's not 
politically feasible." 

If Brower really fears that "the national park 
forests will not be safe once industry has been 
permitted to grind through the last primeval forest 
outside the parks," then why oppose, with dubious 
arguments at best, the one proposal that calls for an 
end to the grinding? There is no way that cutting the 
plantations will offset the vol- 
ume from the old growth cutting 
that continues to this day. We 
may need to cut some planta- 
tions for ecological reasons (I 
prefer they just lop and scatter), 
but that is no solution to the 
agencies’ volume addiction. 

Foreman says he'll "work to 
strengthen the Sierra Club forestry 
policy even if I don't endorse Zero 
Cut for all national forests." Just 
what sacrifice zones do you en- 
dorse then, Dave? Give us a list. 
Then we won't be so unreasonable 
as to try and stop sales there. 

Remember, we all support buy- 
ing up private lands to put into 
the public life support infrastruc- 
ture. It's just that we'd like to 
have any trees thus bought re- 
main vertical. And, by Gaia, a 
public lands policy requiring that 
they remain so is the only way to 
assure it. Hell, we'll even buy 
stump lands, if there's an assurance they'll be kept 
free from further abuse. In fact, I believe that we 
shouldn't have to buy them at all. They should be 
forfeited because of the abuse. 

With ninety-plus percent of our native ecosys- 
tems already gone, there's no way that we'll accept 
addled arguments and lame criticism of a proposal 
that merely contains the devastation at a point 
probably already well past the point of no return. 



...Its Inevitable 


continued from previous page 

member back to the movement's early days, when they too agreed that No 
Compromise was the way to go based partly on the understanding that you 
always get less than you ask for. Don't you think we remembered that too? 

"Zero Cut" on public lands does not mean that Zero Cut proponents aren't 
also talking about and acting on the concurrent necessity of curbing logging on 
private lands, and stopping it entirely in the most sensitive areas. I'm sur- 
rounded by both public and privately-owned forests where I live and both are 
disappearing much faster than I can keep track of. I don't see how privately 
owned forests could be logged any faster than they are already. Sure, stopping 
the timber industry's ability to remove any more national forests will give them 
more incentive to cut private lands, but it's well past time to stop both 
corporations and the corporate-manipulated government from their rampant 
destruction. 

Where I live, the salvage rider brought a screaming halt to the pretense of 
following scientific dictates, which would theoretically screen out the most 
sensitive wildlife habitat, riparian areas and old-growth timber sales. Agency 
bureaucrats are too afraid of losing their rubber-stamping jobs to risk thwarting 
changes in the political winds. They’re putting once off-limits ecologically sensi- 
tive areas into new sales, and dutifully planning devastating sales in last remaining 
roadless areas as well as re-issuing timber sales previously stopped by activists, the 
local community or their own scientists. What more do we need to see? There's no 
"reforming" the Forest Service or Bureau of Land Mismanagement. They must be 
abolished. There's no point in asking them or Congress to save this or that special 
place or biological corridor — all will be whittled down to nothing. 

Most of what Brower advocates in his letter is the same old song activists have 
been singing to themselves for the last decade. The problem is, the song hasn't 
become reality. Why? We have failed to recruit sufficient numbers to our 
cause — both to attract fresh new blood and to sustain much of the old. Perhaps 
even more significantly, we have failed to form common cause with other 
progressive movements and to work together to topple the root causes of 
environmental destruction — corporate power, a government responsive only 
to corporate power and corrupt politicians. 

Focus groups asked about the logging issue have indicated that they don't 
understand concepts like "biodiversity," let alone reserve/buffers/corridor 
systems like the Wildlands Project, and they still don't realize that taxpayers 
foot the bill on national forest logging. Further they don't equate "standards" 


and "guidelines" (which they like) with the laws necessary to enforce them 
(which they don't like). However, nationally most people want zero cutting on 
national forests. Evidently they want a clear, simple platform, not endless 
quibbling and divisiveness. Are activists to be less radical than the majority of 
the public? Of course, the same people who want Zero Cut may be buying 
redwood lawn furniture, paper plates and unrecycled wood-based paper. All 
that, and especially raw log exports, needs to end to reduce the cutting. Raw log 
exports and "virgin" paper alone make up the majority of our wood use. 

In regards to monoculture tree plantations on national forests, these must be 
brought back (mostly by leaving them alone) in order to sustain viable 
populations of original native species and functioning ecosystems. What 
remnant of native ecosystems is left that doesn't deserve greater protection 
than it receives now? Under a "Zero Cut" campaign, we'll be lucky to achieve 
what David Brower desires; under a public pressure platform such as he outlines, 
we'll inevitably achieve less. 

It does not weaken our case in protecting all old growth to insist on protecting 
all national forests. We have managed to achieve a pretty good public under- 
standing of the value and magnificence of old-growth forests. Further, it is 
already obvious that not everyone will be calling for "Zero Cut." Rural activists 
would probably call for zero commercial cut to allow for limited personal 
firewood and post and pole cutting and needed restoration work. Others will 
reject the Zero Cut stance altogether. So Zero Cut will probably represent the 
usual "radical fringe" and merely push the debate and consequent protection 
closer to ecological necessity. 

I happen to think Zero Cut is quite reasonable — at least until the forests have 
had a century or so to recover, public values have been significantly enlightened 
and corporate dominance has been overthrown. If Zero Cut seems unreason- 
able or inadvisable, I'd like to hear alternative proposals that are not just a series 
of goal statements such as "No more raw log exports," "the wildlands concept 
enacted, " etc., but a defined action plan on how to bring about these goals, with 
a specified rallying position that will inspire people to join us. 

Needed changes should be possible, if activists would quit being too afraid of 
what must be done and stop banging their egos against each other and start 
working together and across movements instead. Being close to threatened 
land and feeling what it needs, and then speaking from the heart, is our 
strength — a strength exemplified by both David Brower and Dave Foreman in 
the past. I hope we can speak with voices that come from the heart again, and 
expand the circle until we encompass a protected and viable wild earth. 
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Masses rally to protect redwoods 


continued from the front page 

been sent in from as far as Santa Rosa, nearly 200 
miles to the south, to oversee an arrest number four 
times above the previous Earth First! record. 

Instead of trespassing en masse, activists followed 
an extremely ordered single-file-line arrest proce- 
dure, which police appeared to have chosen to 
disempower the crowd and prevent overt threats to 
PL's power and corporate "rights." But the planning 
was designed in part to enable families with chil- 
dren and mainstreamers to feel comfortable attend- 
ing, which did swell the attendance remarkably. 

All but two of the 264 arrested were cited and 
released to appear at a later date. 

As the arrests came to a close, word came via 
cellular phone that the Federal District Court in San 
Francisco had issued a restraining order on logging in 
all three of PL's salvage exemptions. The order ex- 
pires September 22, when the court will decide 
whether to issue a preliminary injunction on the 
salvage logging until it settles a lawsuit filed by the 
Garberville-based Environmental Protection Infor- 
mation Center (EPIC). The federal suit is a procedural 
case challenging PL's use of the salvage logging 
loophole. 

Actions will follow on September 22 if the court 
decides against an injunction. 

The California State Senate voted 32-2 on the day 
of the rally to direct the State Resources Agency to 
begin negotiations with PL to buy the 3,000-acre 
Headwaters Grove. A different version of the bill 
already passed through the state Assembly, so the 
bill needs final Assembly approval plus Governor 
Wilson's unlikely signature. 

Protecting the Northern Buffer 

In another action the morning of the rally, two 
women locked themselves to a gate accessing Head- 
waters Grove's northern buffer, which is threatened 
with logging by Sierra Pacific. The approved and 
imminent "timber hardest plan" proposes 155 acres 
of clearcut along 1.5 miles of Headwaters Grove's 
boundary. The plan would destroy the grove's only 
meaningful buffer, cutting it off from the relatively 
intact corridor to the Elk River. 

Twenty-five activists stood supporting the two 
women locked to the gate. Loggers arrived and 
agreed with much of the blockaders' criticisms of 


the logging. They mistakenly thought themselves 
excused by apologizing, "We're not Pacific Lum- 
ber." The workers got into the woods through an- 
other gate, but three log trucks were sent home. 
"Then the police came, saw the lock boxes and left," 
recounted participant Jonathan Paul. September 16 
featured an almost identical action, equally success- 
ful. 

On September 18, dozens of activists descended on 
the northern buffer, where activists blockaded two 
access gates, a bridge and logging vehicles through- 
out the recently activated logging operation. One 
activist perched himself atop a 30-foot tripod, while 
two more locked themselves to access gates with 
heavy-duty bike locks around their necks. Several 
others chained themselves to logging equipment. 
Debt for Nature, Jail for Hurwitz 

In related news, a new lawsuit against MAXXAM 
CEO Charles Hurwitz was announced September 13 
when the Federal District Court released previously 
sealed information on the bailout of Hurwitz' failed 
savings and loan, United Savings Association of 
Texas (USAT). Funds that were essentially laundered 
through investment in junk bonds were taken from 
the S&L by Hurwitz, and used in the hostile takeover 
of Pacific Lumber. Almost immediately after the 
takeover, Hurwitz raided the pension fund and 
practically tripled the rate of redwood cutting to pay 
off the loans and junk bonds used to finance the 
takeover. 

The lawsuit, US v. Charles Hurwitz, seeks three 
times the $1.6 billion in taxpayer funds with which 
Hurwitz' S&L was bailed out. Based on the False 
Claims Act, the case is filed on behalf of taxpayers 
and the federal government, alleging that Hurwitz 
misrepresented his control over the S&L and acted 
in reckless disregard for its funds. 

This suit comes on the heels of another filed 
August 2 by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corpora- 
tion (FDIC). The FDIC made a $250 million dollar 
claim against Hurwitz, to recover debt to taxpayers 
resulting from the bailout of USAT. The lawsuit 
condemns his business practices and his "pattern of 
deceptive financial reporting." *. 

Prodded by environmentalists, Representatives 
Ron Dellums (D-CA), Henry Gonzales (D-TX) and 
other members of the House have asked the FDIC to 
consider "disgorging" Pacific Lumber from 


MAXXAM, on the grounds that MAXXAM's take- 
over of PL was inextricably bound up with USAT's 
failure. 

Jill Ratner, a lawyer at the Oakland-based Rose 
Foundation, was the first to look into the idea of 
disgorgement. Ratner sums it up: "What we're say- 
ing is that if the FDIC can prove what is already 
alleged, MAXXAM should be made to surrender the 
profit it made on the allegedly improper financing 
deal, and that profit is Pacific Lumber." 

Disgorgement would put Headwater into federal 
ownership, but many would like to see Hurwitz pay 
for his actions with more than just trees. As Darryl 
Cherney puts it, "Hurwitz has pilfered the Pacific 
Lumber pension fund, ripped off the redwoods, and 
swindled a savings and loan to do it. We say three 
strikes and you're out. The only thing that is up for 
negotiation as far as old-growth redwoods are con- 
cerned is the length of Hurwitz' jail sentence." 
Check in by calling (707) 923-DEMO on or after Septem- 
ber 22 to find out whether the court has issued a prelimi- 
nary injunction on PL's salvage exemptions, and whether 
any actions are happening following the decision. 



Protecting the northern buffer 


...Salvage Rider Implementation 

Continued from page 8 


Job Security 

On August 9 the agencies involved 
released a Memorandum of Agreement 
(MOA) between themselves that re- 
states Clinton's orders from his memo 
of August 1. The agencies adopt the 
orders as policy, and immediately com- 
plicate everything with bales of bu- 
reaucratic procedure, some of which 
may well prove useful in the near 
future as handles by which to grasp 
the salvage gravy train and throw it off 
track. 

In their MOA, the agencies agree to 
(appeal/litigation junkies take note): 

• Perform the rider's combined EA/ 
BEs in accordance with "otherwise 
applicable" environmental law. 

• Adhere to applicable Forest Plans 
and Land Use Plans including the West- 
ern Forest Health Initiative, Option 9, 
PACFISH, INFISH, Red Cockaded 
Woodpecker Long-Term Strategy etc. 
(The Eastside/Upper Columbia River 
Basin Ecosystem Management Project 
is not mentioned and is rumored to 
have been junked after much ado and 
30 million dollars). 

• Establish a public input process, 
allowing both scoping and a com- 
ment period on combined EA/BEs. 


• Streamline the consultation pro- 
cess between agencies. 

• Establish an interagency panel to 
resolve disagreements among the 
agencies. 

• Undertake a national salvage pro- 
gram review for areas heavily affected 
by the rider. 

• Promise not to abuse the process 
and cut green old growth as salvage. 
Really. 

These are a sample of the agencies' 
agreements and, of course, none of 
them are binding. As always, bureau- 
cracy finds ways to survive and thrive 
under the most trying of circumstances. 
Those of us whose job it is to manipu- 
late bureaucracy will find plenty to do. 
What a relief! Some folks were wonder- 
ing whether they might have to leave 
their computers, phones and fax ma- 
chines for (ulp!) direct action. 
Avenues of Attack 

Ideas are beginning to circulate 
among the environmental commu- 
nity, some of which are being tried out 
as litigation strategies. Some examples: 

• Headwaters, an Ashland, Oregon 
environmental group, claims that the 
rider violates the constitutional doc- 


trine of separation of powers, as Con- 
gress cannot interfere with the opera- 
tion of the judicial system. They claim 
as precedent a Supreme Court deci- 
sion signed by Justice Thomas dated 
March 25, 1992. Their case is the Gar- 
den Timber Sale on the Siskiyou Na- 
tional Forest, protected under a court- 
imposed permanent injunction but 
now released by the rider. 

• SCLDF has filed a formal com- 
plaint over the salvage rider with the 
North American Commission for En- 
vironmental Cooperation in Montreal, 
a North American Free Trade Agree- 
ment (NAFTA) oversight panel. They 
claim it violates a NAFTA side agree- 
ment designed to protect the United 
States from the unfair competition of 
skimpy Mexican environmental regu- 
lation. Turns out that now with the 
rider the US has the unfair advantage. 
As evidence of the rider's effect on the 
economy, many recently offered sal- 
vage sales in the Northern Rockies are 
getting minimum bids or none at all — 
timber prices have dropped sharply; 
apparently there's a lot of salvage on 
the market. 

• The Oregon Natural Resources 
Council is suing the Umpqua National 
Forest in southern Oregon over two 
sales claiming that the Forest Service 
acted in an "arbitrary and capricious 
manner" (the only basis on which to 


sue under the rider, as there aren't any 
actual laws). The Forest Service's own 
biologist recommended against the 
sales, saying that further logging on 
the already hammered North Umpqua 
watershed jeopardized the cutthroat 
trout, proposed for listing as "threat- 
ened" under the ESA. 

• It might be worthwhile to demand 
programmatic EISs for some of the 
above listed MOA agreements, such as 
the national salvage program review. 
There is a lot of potential here for 
lengthy lawsuits with injunctions, re- 
straining orders and everything. 

• Remember your civics lesson about 
how in America we live under the rule 
of law rather than the inherently des- 
potic rule of men (and I do mean 
men). Well as far as public lands law 
goes, the salvage rider has canceled 
the former rule and placed us squarely 
in the latter. If we're back to schem- 
ing, plotting and playing court poli- 
tics, then we might as well get good at 
influencing power. So get out there 
and corrupt officials; buy politicians — 
blackmail them if you have to; steal 
elections; frighten bureaucrats and 
bribe them; engineer scandals; ruin 
once-great men; bring them down; 
bankrupt large companies; wreck 
economies; and actualize industrial 
collapse, dammit! At this point, there's 
not a lot to lose. 
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firmed With Visions 

clear as cut glass & just as dangerous 


€nbangere5.... 

If ive were endangered 
species 

I would fight with the bear 


DOOMS ONO SMOKG 

Sitting cross-legged 
around our fire, 
we have fled the city 
and come to the desert 
to bury one year 
and birtb another. 

Blanched alkali flats 
stretch to the feet 
of volcanic ridges. 

Creosote and sage 
straggle across the plain. 

Bones grumble 

in burial grounds, 

marrow dried in days 

when buffalo grass 

grew into children, 

when wolves, wreathed in smoke, 

stalked the campfire 

in the graveled voices 

of grandfathers. 

Che heart of the earth 
beats in our drums; 
the flute trills 

a succession of harsh notes, 
shek - shek - jaaeg, shek - shek - jaeg, 
cry of a shrike impaling its prey; 
pebbled gourds rattle 
the quick coil and s-curve 
of a diamondback's neck. 

Boom, boom, beat, boom, boom 

shakes the sacred ground, 

bones protrude, rise and semble 

into forms clothed 

in the flesh 

of our memory. 

tangled in the drums 

and rising scale of flute song, 

furious tick'tick'tack-tic of rattles, 

ancient warriors stamp and bow and 

arrow across moonlit flats. 

We stare into smoldering coals 
and see the burdens of the past, 
people who were here first 
and thought they would stay forever. 



And I 


hailstorm 


for the shelter of the cave 
I could kill other animal peoples 
thank their spirits for their bodies 
and eat their flesh - wear their fur 

If we were endangered species 
I would guard over the lands 
against all intruders, human or other 
I would claim our survival by force 
Being endangered is reason enough to live 

If we were endangered species 
I would lust after your garden 
to spread my seed with your moon 
Ask the goddess for strong sons 
and true daughters to carry 
my life when I am gone... 
would defend them defend them defend them 

to my dying breath 
Defend them— and you 


As I was 
biking home today 
rain began gushing down 
soon joined by 
hail. 

And I thought, 

| 9' “Ah! Cven though the season 
'> is Idonna's, and the day 

is Odin's 

still Chor battles Srost Giants. 
(| ^ See, the smashed brains of onp 
stings my band now.” 


But we are endangering species 
destroying the other beings 
before we finally kill ourselves 



And so I am a traitor to my species 
And though I am entranced by your beauty 
I will pass upon our season and your 

moon 

Pass upon more like us 
And give others more chance to survive 



Dwight Worker 


And I thought, 

“Unimaginative creatures... 
traveling in your metal boxes, 
going nowhere... 

It is your kind who know this wondrous stuff 
merely as 'bail'”. 


Streets on tbe Prairie 

Coo many mornings now 
I wake up smelling of insect repellant 
CDy dreams can't hide 
In cintronella-scented sheets. 


Bob Sinkbine 


Bats 

Bats play an important 
role in a lot of myths. 

A lot of people think 
bats are bad and evil. 
People exaggerate like 
all bats carry rabies. 

Bats can go as fast as 60 
miles per hour! A bat's 
wings, nose, and ears are 
tbe only parts of its 
body not covered with 
fur. (Post bats launch 
themselves from a tree, 
cave, or barn roof. 






But, 

I cannot claim to be too separate 
from these wretches, 
for as I speak 
I pedal a man-made bike 
on man-made roads 
to a man-made house 
where I'll remove 
my dampened 
man made clothes. 

Sigurd Jarlson 
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I'm awake and thinking of 
Che streets and slander on tbe prairie 
Coyote remains wary 

Living green history lost in tbe thick of tbe city. 

Che sidewalks went in 
But bouses never came 
Che wild glories, tbe prairie plants remain 
Where streets were scraped but never paved. 

Stinking, slobbering landfill 
Owned by Chicago’s Archdiocese 
Collects rain above tbe prairie streets 
Where bluestem mints tbe asters way. 

Slander in tbe courtroom 
Calls it a weed patch and us kooks 
Cbe meetings are a running gamut of spooks 
Developers from tbe land of tbe dead. 

Streets on tbe prairie 
Coyote remains wary 
Slander and concrete are slow to fade 
But wild leaves are crumbling tbe cement away. 

Jenny CDcBride 


Send Poems Zo: 

Warrior Poets Society 
ASUC Box 361 

Berekely, California 947110-1111 
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Don’t you people have 


Dear Earth First, 

You people should be ashamed 
of yourselves. Your recent issue 
of Earth First!, which I had the 
disgust to read, had articles on 
the so-called infiltration of tro- 
phy hunting. The two assholes 
who wrote these articles make 
me sick. This Mike Mease charac- 
ter claims that trophy hunters 
never think about feeding their 
families with the meat they kill. 
You bastards should rethink that. 
I know plenty of hunters who 
feed thier families with that meat. 
This Mease character was prob- 
ably too stoned to see that. 

Also, on page 31, you congratu- 
late the burning of T axidermy by 
Parsons. How the hell can you 
people call yourselves non-vio- 
lent? Hunters, who are the real 
patriotic, hard-working Ameri- 
cans in this country are being put 
into "the red" by your expensive 
wildlife bills. People are being 
taxed out of their homes, while 
you watermelons sit and wait for 
your welfare checks. Do you real- 
ize the impact you have on wild- 
life? Wildlife has to be managed 
you dupes. Also, . hunting is a 
tradition among many people in 
this country. But go ahead, stop 
hunting, when there's an over- 
abundance of wildlife spilling 
over into urban areas, you'll come 
running to us, trust me. 

You people also piss me off 
about logging. I was a logger for 
five years and I have to tell you 
that we planted something like 
six trees for every tree we cut 
down. Did you also realize that 
there is more forest land now 
than there was when Columbus 
discovered America. Oh yeah, I 
lost my job because of some 
asshole wildlife plan. 

One last word, you people bet- 
ter start watching out. We're start- 
ing to get pissed out here. And I 
know a lot of people who would 
love to turn an Earth Firster head 
into a greasy cloud of bucolic haze 
with a four-ounce squeeze on a 
case hardened trigger. 

— Daniel Foley 



To: The Earth First! Journal 
Re: The use of the surname of 
the Mabon™ family. 

On September 28, 1993, you 
were contacted by my client, Lon 
Mabon™ concerning the use of 
the name Mabon™. At that time 
my client requested that you 
cease and desist the use of the 
name Mabon™. 

Mabon™ has been trade- 
marked, patented, cursed and 
©opyrighted. Due to sensitive hate 
campaigns under Lon's direction, 
the name Mabon™ has been se- 
cured by my client so that no one 
can say anything bad about him 
or his naughty behavior. 

All cash receipts paid to you for 
any Mabon™ issues and any re- 
maining Mabon EF! Journals ™are 
the property of Mabon™. For- 
ward all receipts and property 
immediately. This is all legally 
binding, you understand, so we 
really mean it this time: Stop 
using their name and pay up now! 

— Sam Hain 
Attorney at Law 
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Dear EF!ers, 

"Nasty Tuber" ridiculed The 
Fund for Animals in your 
Lughnasadh 1995 issue because 
we are standing up for the moun- 
tain goats in Olympic National 
Park. "Nasty" claims that the 
goats are not native to the Park 
and are threatening Park plants — 
both claims are false. 

Park officials continue to de- 
clare the goats were brought to 
the Olympic Pen- 
insula in the \ J NC 
1920s. They 
were em- ^ 

rassed, 
however, 
when The 
Fund for Animals 
unearthed an 1896 Na- i 

tional Geographic feature j 

article that irrefutably /?. 
listed mountain goats / f 

among the wildlife of // / 

the Olympics. Fur- / / 

ther research led to II [ 

other discoveries, / 1* 

including that two d 
of the three major ex- ***' 
peditions to the area 
reported the presence of moun- 
tain goats. 

The Park has not been able to 
document that goats have a sig- 
nificant impact on any plants. 
There are no endangered plant 
species in the Park — none! The 
Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement cautions that the ter- 
ritory of the milkvetch (the plant 
most frequently cited as imper- 
iled) overlaps with habitat "con- 
sidered ideal for goats." Whether 
the habitat is ideal is irrelevant, 
because virtually none of the 
goats inhabit this territory. The 
Park's 1993 Vegetation Report 
could verify only 4 milkvetch 
deaths due to goats in the past 10 
years. The Park's lead biologist 
admitted, "None of the 60 alpine 
and sub-alpine plant species are 
in danger from extinction." 

Seattle Times outdoor writer 
Ron Judd wrote in a recent open 
letter to Park officials: "After de- 
cades of research costing millions 
of dollars, the best reason you 
can offer for your radical solu- 
tion is that rare plants have the 
'potential to be impacted' by 
goats. Potential to be impacted?... 

If this were an eighth-grade sci- 
ence project, you’d be sent back 
home to try again." 

Eating a few plants should not 
be grounds for capital punish- 
ment, especially when those 
plants are not even endangered. 
The park wants to shoot hun- 
dreds of majestic mountain goats 
based only on fear and paranoia. 
Please tell Secretary Bruce Bab- 
bitt that the Olympic mountain 
goats do not deserve a death sen- 
tence — 1849 C Street NW, Wash- 
ington, DC 20240, (202) 208- 
7351. Environmentalists and 
animal rights advocates should 
be building bridges together — 
not walls. 

— Mike Markarian 
Director op 


Nasty Tuber responds: 

I regret I do not have the resources 
or the time to research FFA 's claims. 
I do not know if goats are in fact 
native to Olympic NP. I do not know 
if they in fact are threatening the 
native vetch there. 

On the other hand, may I kindly 
make a few observations regarding 
FFA's letter? 

It is a crafty piece. Its narrative 
style makes me a little nervous, and 
causes me to wonder if maybe it is 
prevaricating some. 

First, that there are "no en- 

a plant species in 
—none!" is very 
who is defining 
red?" Does FFA 
ally Endangered? 
•ockeye salmon 
ot federally En- 
ured, either, until 
there were 
| I only 
three of 
— them. I 
suspect this 
hadtodowith 
v politics, and 

"~<cP not biology. 

Second, "only four 
milkvetch deaths due to goats 
in the past 1 0 years " is one of those 
statements that carries no meaning 
absent a statistical context. Four of 
how many total plants? Are there, 
say, just twenty plants, and four got 
squashed by goats in the past two 
years of a ten year study? 

Third, consider "none of the ... 
plant species are in danger of extinc- 
tion." Well, beautiful, but a species 
extinction requires the removal of 
an entire species from its entire range. 
Extirpation, or the removal of a 
species (or sub species!) from a sig- 
nificant part of its range, is also a 
high price to pay. FFA sounds like 
Manuel Lujan when he made his 
sad pronouncement over the Mt. 
Graham red squirrel: "Do we really 
have to save every sub-species?" 
Lujan asked. 

Sadly, FFA has not convinced me. 
They have only deepened my suspi- 
cion that their concerns are for "ma- 
jestic" animals, and not voiceless, 
brainless little plants that some- 
times get in the way of things. 

Dear Editors, 

I will not be renewing my sub- 
scription. I am an activist be- 
cause I love my planet and the 
people and critters on it. The 
pages of the Journal have recently 
been filled with so much hate 
mongering and self deprecation 
I can no longer read it. Don't get 
me wrong, hard line stands and 
self evaluation are definitely 
needed these days. However, I'm 
an activist to preserve the things 
I love, for their own sake and 
mine. I hope that the real for- 
mula to keeping things wild is to 
help others know the value of 
wilderness through compassion- 
ate direct action. We will never 
teach others to love by spreading 
hate. Nor will we be able to legis- 
late it. Where there's a law, there's 
a way around it. Although the 


internal revelation of individu- 
als is a long, hard way to save 
ourselves, it is the only way. Keep 
up the good work. I realize you 
are the mouthpieces of a move- 
ment. Perhaps I should have 
voiced my opinions long ago, 
instead of complaining now. See 
you in Ohio! 

— Anonymous 

Dear Fellow SFBs, 

In his alarming account of log- 
ging on Louisiana's D'Arbonne 
National Wildlife Refuge 
(Lughnasadh EF! 1995), Pileated 
Peckerwood quotes Ned Fritz say- 
ing, "We must combine our forces 
and efforts to succeed or we will 
go the way of the Native Ameri- 
can, divided and conquered." 

I'd say that the single biggest 
impediment to combining our 
forces is the Fritzians' inability to 
utter two simple words — Zero 
Cut. If the national groups and, 
especially movement elders like 
Fritz, Dave Brower and Dave Fore- 
man (see Dave-squared contro- 
versy this issue), can’t find it in 
themselves to call for an end to 
commercial logging on all Public 
Lands, even on never-disturbed 
wildlands, how in hell can we 
expect the level of unity neces- 
sary to beat back the timber-in- 
dustrial complex in all its clever 
incarnations? 

The only way we'll ever be able 
to stop a travesty like the logging 
on D'Arbonne is if we have a 
clear message that continued in- 
dustrial logging is not acceptable 
on Wildlife Refuges, it's not ac- 
ceptable in our few remaining 
old-growth forests,... it's not ac- 
ceptable anywhere on Public 
Lands period. 

One must never forget that 
America's original nations were 
defeated in part by the willing- 
ness of some tribes to collaborate 
with the enemy by either "steer- 
ing clear of the issue" (as Na- 
tional Audubon advised on the 
D'Arbonne) or actively attacking 
other tribes (as Fritz and other 
regionalists have done repeatedly 
to Zero Cutters). 

The "Salvage Rider," though 
aimed at the heart of the last 
ancient forests of the Northwest, 
could just be chicken-shit policy 
coming home to roost nation- 
wide. By appeasing the industry 
in the Northwest and signing on 
to Clinton's indefensible Option 
9, the self-defeated nationals (and 
the anti-Zero Cutters) have only 
themselves to blame as our life 
support system is further "divided 
and conquered." 

Not one more stick, 

— Justin Time 

Dear SFB, 

Greetings from the other side 
of the world! What inspired me 
to write was Leslie Lyons letter in 
Beltane EF! about parents. 

I am a parent. I have two beau- 
tiful daughters. 1 totally agree with 
Leslie. I no longer get into 



arrestable actions — the welfare 
dept, keep trying to steal my chil- 
dren. Night time actions are also 
out of the question. I am a single 
parent, and trying to get child 
care for such things is impossible. 

Often, when I watch them tear- 
ing the heart out of my Mother 
Earth at actions, the pain is un- 
bearable — something like child- 
birth. There is little difference 
between Her heart and my heart. 
Except mine is smaller and I just 
can't take the heartache any more. 
Even when we stop them, it's usu- 
ally only temporary. Nothing 
much changes unless people 
change their attidtudes and the way 
that we are living. 

My children and I go to pro- 
tests, paint banners, wearT-shirts 
and stickers to 'agitate' for 
change. I spend a lot of time 
teaching children in schools and 
elsewhere about the Earth, about 
questioning destructive practices, 
and working out ways of living 
which are life enhancing. 

When we all get too angry, we 
go to rallies, write letters to cor- 
porations and governments and 
very occasionally celebrate a vic- 
tory — no matter how small or 
temporary — because they need 
hope — even more than us adults — 
they need a future to look for- 
ward to. 

My advice to people who want 
to have kids — don't do it unless 
you have to. Adopt someone 
else's — every child needs 7 
(seven) parents, not counting 
aunties and uncles. Your respon- 
sibility is to the children who are 
already born and will inevitably 
be born. They have to learn to 
live differently to us. To walk 
gently on the earth — not to tear 
around in cars and planes. To 
take notice of the winds and the 
butterflies. To smell the rain and 
to grow their food. They also 
need to know how to dismantle a 
bulldozer, dematerialise a pulp 
mill, survive nuclear radiation 
and toxic poisoning, and heal a 
sick Koala. No one will teach them 
if we don't. They won't believe 
us unless we live it — that we 'walk 
our talk.' So now we are building 
a sustainable women's commu- 
nity to live on and healing centre 
— so we can 'walk our talk.' 

For our Mother, 

— Alice Hungerford 

To many people the North 
Georgia mountains are a very 
powerful place. To me, its my 
home-stomping grounds and the 
most inspiring place on Earth. So 
when the members of the local 
environmental group and I drove 
up on a massive forty-three acre 
clear-cut, I knew we had a long 
fight ahead. We have jumped in 
with fists flying! 





anything better to do? 


As we stood around looking, 
we realized that no one but the 
Forest Service and the Brainard 
Lumber Company knew about 
this. They totally demolished the 
land with hydro-axes and 
skidders (which were left on site) . 
We walked most of the site in 
disgust, wanting to know, 
"Why?" After a while, we got 
back in our cars and drove up the 
road for several minutes before 
coming upon another forty acre 
clear-cut made several years be- 
fore — and it still looked like it 
was done yesterday. Now all of us 
could barely speak: some were 
sad, some nauseous, others an- 
gry- 

Later I came to realize that not 
only was this National Forest a 
perfect place for local lumber 
companies, but it's also a place of 
land exchanges. We've come to 
find out that the local Forest Ser- 
vice plans to trade 466.63 acres 
of hardwoods for 618.5 acres of 
pine plantations with Bowater. 
Not only do we have Champion 
chopping the forest in T ennessee, 
we now have Bowater exchang- 
ing their raped re-grown pine 
plantations for our hardwood for- 
est! We have told the Forest Ser- 
vice that the citizens of Georgia 
will not tolerate this, but we need 
the People of the United States to 
write and tell the Forest Service 
that we will not stand for them to 
give the pulp and paper compa- 
nies our federal hardwood forest. 

To help, please send your com- 
ments to: Joe W. King, Armuchee 
Ranger District, 806 E. Villanow 
St., Lafayette, GA 30728. 

Formore information, write: Ten- 
nessee Faction, Katuah, POB 281, 
Chattanooga, TN 37401. 

— Paul Sigler 

Editor, EF! Journal 

US District Judge Carl Muecke 
finally held the US Forest Service 
accountable for obeying the law. 
He ordered a halt to further log- 
ging until the Forest Service 
obeys the law and estimates 
the overall effects of logging 
on Mexican spotted owl popu- 
lations. The order stems from 
two years of lawlessness: The 
owl was listed in 1983, but 
the Forest Service has 
failed to stop a single tim- 
ber sale in the 1 1 South- 
western national forests. 

The lack of an overall 
plan enables the Forest 
Service to approve each indi- 
vidual sale without considering 
the cumulative effect. 

Arizona Gov. Fife Symington 
calls this Judge Muecke's "reign 
of terror." 

But to someone not beholden 
to the campaign contributions 
of special interests, it sounds more 
like following the law. 

Make no mistake — we're not 
really talking about giving up 
jobs to protect owls. The fate of 
the owls is connected to the res- 
toration of old growth forests — 
now that we've cut down more 
than 95 percent of the old growth 
stands. The laws which protect 
the owl are only a tool that can 
be used to protect the remaining 
fragments of old growth and re- 
store healthy ecosystems. It 
doesn't just benefit owls and 
other old growth species: It ben- 


efits human beings as well. The 
opportunities to hike, photo- 
graph, sightsee, camp, wander, 
hunt, and fish in those restored 
forests will generate far more 
money for rural communities 
than letting a handful of loggers 
mow down every last tree. 

It's time that politicians like 
Fife Symington crawled out of 
the deep pockets of special inter- 
ests and start protecting the pub- 
lic interest. 

Until then, we'lf have to de- 
pend on the courage and integ- 
rity of people like Judge Muecke. 

— Ron Schmidt 

Dearest Editor: 

Peg Millett's article 
(Lughnasadh) was most welcome 
and said something that we 
needed to be reminded of. 

Diversity is our strength but it 
is often overlooked in our enthu- 
siasm for our chosen special 
sphere of interest. 

There is so much wrong with 
this world that, as long as we're 
heading in the right direction, 
the least we can do is to support 
each others' efforts. 

She has made this world a bet- 
ter place to live. 

ZORRO 

P.S. To Peggy Sue McRae and 
whoever did the accompanying 
graphics: Bravo! Let's kill 
cyberspace too! (But we might 
use it 'til it dies.) 


Dear Eco-Defenders, 

I am in the process of organiz- 
ing a well-researched, ongoing 
national campaign against Geor- 
gia-Pacific. Many groups have 
pointed their fingers at G-P, but 
it’s time that we stayed on them 
in order to stop their worker safety 
violations, dioxin production, 
clearcutting of na- 
tional forests 
and tropical 
timber im- 
portation. 

I'd really 
like to hear 
from any- 
one with in- 
formation 
on Geor- 
gia-Pa- 
cific — 
either 
some- 
thing about the corporation 
as a whole, something they've 
done in your area, or an action 
you've taken against them in your 
area. Thanks a lot and take care! 
Peace & Love, 

— Rick Spencer 
Earth Culture, POB 24202, 
Hilton Head Island, SC 29925 

Dear SFB, 

You displayed gross ignorance 
of marsupials (and poor editing) 
by inserting the statement " Bilbie 
[sic] is a colloquial term for 
wombats" into my article 
"Wombats in the Dust." This is 
false. Bilbies are not wombats 
just as mountain lions are not 
raccoons and humans are not 
roaches (unfortunately). I expect 
an apology to every bilby and 
wombat you encounter. 

— Faith Walker 



Dear Bar Code fer brains, 

Why is there a article about 
greenpeace in the Lughnasadh 
95 issue of the Journal. The EF! 
Journal is a forum for no compro- 
mise eco-groups! Greenpeace is a 
multi-national money grubbing 
company. Groups like greenpeace 
are part of the problem. A bunch 
of yuppies who get paid to send 
out junk mail! A bunch of capi- 
talists! Any- 
body who has 
ever done any 
research on 
greenpeace 
knows it gen- 
erates a shit 
load of money. 

What is it spent 
on? Big salaryz 
and espresso 
machines! 

Ona move, 

— Mainiac Cat 


Ed Response: 

Turns out that 
Greenpeace is actually doing some- 
thing. How 'bout you? 

— KD 

Dear Earth First! Journal, 

Thank you for the excellent 
article by Twilly Cannon about 
the international outrage over 
French nuclear testing. However, 
I was bummed out that the ad- 
dress of French President Jacques 
Chirac (sp?) was not printed along 
with the article. Please print the 
correct spelling of his name along 
with his address in the next is- 
sue! 1 would really like to send 
Jacques a letter about what I think 
about French nuclear testing and 
their harrassment of Greenpeace. 
Thank you, 

— Yeshe Doye 

Ed response: We were bummed, too, 
when we realized what buffoons 
we'd been. Here ’tis: President 
Jacques Chirac, Palais de TElysee, 
55 Rue du Faubourg St-Honore, 
75008 Paris, France. 

— DE 

Editor: 

I expect that the EF! Journal 
readers, writers, and editors dis- 
agree on a lot of things, but I 
think integrity is a value we do all 
share. That's why two things in 
the Lughnasadh issue really took 
me aback. First, how could you 
be so anthropocentric as to insist 
that the bat on the cover be ears 
up? Not only is that disrespectful 
to bats, it betrays your premise 
that all creatures have the right 
to their own lives. 1 would hope 
that you, like most of your read- 
ers, value other living things for 
what they are, not what we may 
want or expect them to be. 

Then I received two more sur- 
prises, one good, one the head- 
scratching kind. On the Armed 
with Visions page, I was pleased 
to see a poem I submitted years 
ago (1 guess you're scraping the 
bottom of the barrel?) but cha- 
grined to find that a phrase had 
been changed! As it turned out, 
the change only made a differ- 
ence in the tone, not the mean- 
ing — but who gave you the right 
to change a poem?? I'd said of the 
coyotes: 

we are accused of many crimes 
some of which we commit 


and you changed it to: 
some of which we did not commit 
That is not a typo. That is a 
change. And the change itself 
isn't important; the fact that you 
made it is important. If radical 
environmentalists don't have in- 
tegrity, what do we have? 

— Sunshine 

Ed response: Actually, the rest of 
the text on the cover 
was upside down. As 
the artist explained, 
a human looking at a 
bat would see it up- 
side down, but an- 
other bat looking over 
would see it just as it 
appeared on the 
cover. As for the al- 
teration of your 
poem, we do offer a 
hearty “Sorry. "Poetry 
editor Dennis 

Fritzinger was tem- 
porarily overcome 
with Poetry 

Manipulitis. He has 
resumed his medication and vows 
never to forget his daily doses again. 

— DE 

Letter to the French 
Un autre point, cobber. Votre 
histoire militaire isn't tree flash, 
consisting, n'est-ce pas, of 
battailles the likes of Crecy, 
Agincourt, Poitiers, Trafalgar, 
Borodino, Waterloo, Sedan et 
Dien Bien Phu. Un bombe won’t 
change le tradition. Je/ mon pere/ 
mon grand pere/ le cousin third 
avec ma grandmere/ la plume de 
ma tante fought avec votre soldats 
against Le Boche in WWI (le Big 
One). Have vous forgotten? 

Reconsider, mon ami, other- 
wise in le hotels et estaminets de 
TAustralie le curse anciens 
d'Angleterre — "Damnation to 
the French" — will be heard un 
autre temps. Votre chums don't 
want that. 

— Millo 

Dear Editor: 

According to newspaper re- 
ports, the [Canadian] federal gov- 
ernment with the active support 
of the fishing industry, unions 
and provincial governments, 
wants a greatly increased kill of 
harp, hooded and grey seals in 
the Atlantic region. Federal fish- 
eries minister Brian Tobin has 
said the increased kill would help 
the "recovery" of groundfish spe- 
cies. A "consensus" public forum 
has been proposed in the near 
future on the East Coast, where 
presumably the details of, but 
not the necessity for the pro- 
posed seal kill, will be argued 
over. Such a forum will be yet 
another taxpayer-funded 
scapegoating exercise. 

This increased kill of seals is 
dressed up in the language of a 
commercially viable hunt, but a 
hunt, as at present, sure to re- 
ceive subsidies of one form or 
another. It includes seal penises 
for the sex trade. An annual kill 
of about 287,000 harp seals has 
been spoken about. It is pack- 
aged as concern for 
a"sustainable" fishery. 

Tobin has cited a 1995 DFO pa- 
per "Report on the Status of Harp 
Seals in the Northwest Atlantic," 
as part of the build-up for the 



public forum. As usual in such 
DFO documents about seals, the 
worst human-centered case sce- 
nario is presented as the reality 
in regard to fish consumption 
and numbers of seals. This, even 
though a scientific escape hatch 
is in the text: 

"These estimates of consump- 
tion depend upon a number of 
assumptions which have various 
degrees of uncertainty associated 
with them." Yet we are authori- 
tatively informed that "prey con- 
sumption" by harp seals in the 
Northwest Atlantic has increased 
to 6.9 million tonnes in 1994. 
The real bottom line however, 
escapes Mr. Tobin. It is that eco- 
logical carrying capacity has to 
be looked at, for there to be a 
truly sustainable society and fish- 
ery. Talk of increased seal kills is 
scapegoating and denial. 

Raising ecological carrying ca- 
pacity for discussion means ask- 
ing painful questions, like how 
many of us should there be, and 
how do we reduce human popu- 
lations to numbers which will not 
degrade the Earth? How do we go 
about allowing and calculating 
for sufficient habitat and food for 
other species than humans? How 
do we replace greed with respect 
in our relations with animal and 
plant life? How do we bring a 
change in ethics from the exist- 
ing human-centeredness in the 
commercial fishery, to an all-spe- 
cies perspective? What fishing gear 
and attitudinal changes need to 
be made in the commercial fish- 
ery and how do we bring these 
about? What is the pollution as- 
similative capacity and recovery 
time for pulp mill and other in- 
dustrial excrement dumped in 
oceans and rivers? What consti- 
tutes a suitable and sustainable 
quality of life for us all, humans 
and non-human alike? How do 
we humans bring ourselves and 
our institutions and economy 
down to a realistic carrying capac- 
ity level? 

The existing maximum human- 
centered exploitation to serve a 
global market must end. The 
changes needed to be made from 
a perspective of ecological carry- 
ing capacity, in the fishery as well 
as in other areas of our society, 
such as forestry and fossil fuel use, 
desperately need to be aired and 
discussed. A public forum on this, 
and what it means for a truly 
sustainable fishery, would not be 
a waste of time. Seals are not the 
problem in the decline of the 
commercial fishery. We and our 
non-sustainable, ever-expanding 
industrial lifestyle are. 

— David Orton 

Dear Sir 

On p. 34 of the latest EF! Jour- 
nal there is a Gifford Pinchot 
Action Camp. Mr. Pinchot was 
no bargain he was a natural en- 
emy of the great John Muir. He 
did destroy some of California's 
best wilderness, Pinchot was the 
enemy. — Mr. Jerry Kirwan 

Ed response: The "Gifford 
Pinchot" in "Gifford Pinchot Ac- 
tion Camp" refers to the fact the 
camp is located in the Gifford 
Pinchot National Forest in Wash- 
ington, not as an homage to the 
father of US industrial forestry. 

— CB 
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DEAR NED LUDD 

DEAR NED LUDD is a regular feature in the Earth First! Journal for discussion of creative means 
of effective defense against the forces of industrial totalitarianism. Neither the Earth First! 

MOVEMENT NOR THE EARTH FlRST! JOURNAL NECESSARILY ENCOURAGE ANYONE TO DO ANY OF THE THINGS 

discussed in Dear Ned Ludd. 



Heavy equipment maintenance 


Ned Ludd has recently re- 
ceived inquiries into the best 
way to disable large machin- 
ery. We hope the following, 
compiled from the Mabon, 

1992, Journal, Ecodefense 
and other sources is of help. 

For further suggestions, con- 
sult Ecodefense. 

Almost all damaging 
projects require the use of 
"heavy equipment" — bull- 
dozers, scrapers, cranes, 
shovels, rollers, etc. All over 
the country you see these 
behemoths left on work 
sites overnight, generally 
with little or no protection. 

Usually, they are left com- 
pletely unguarded, with the 
engine compartment un- 
locked. Occasionally, a large 
group of machines is 
encaged by a cheap, easily 
circumvented fence. Some- 
times doors are left un- 
locked, or lights are left on 
in mobile office trailers, with- 
out a person or guard dog 
around. 

Familiarize yourself with the phases 
of the moon. The darkest nights are those 
following the new moon. These are the best times 
for night maintenance. Highway projects are 
particularly easy prey, because highway lights 
make it very difficult for drivers to see anything 
but the highway. 

Two of the most effective measures are abra- 
sives in the oil or fuel, and (preferably salt-)water 
in the oil. 

The oil filler is very easy to find. It is a large cap, 
usually with a T-shaped handle on top. 
Ecodefense recommends inserting silicone car- 
bide (or "tumbler abrasive material," easily avail- 
able at rock shops which cater to hobbyists) into 
the oil filler. However, aluminum oxide (very 
fine— grit sizes of 180 or higher) is almost as 
hard, and is much more effective on ferrous 
metals. 

To avoid telltale spills, use a small, flexible 
plastic container that can be squeezed to form a 

Silent 



Oil filler, 


small spout, such as a plastic yogurt 
container with a cover for carrying 
your supply of grit. Powdery abra- 
sive should not touch the skin or 
be inhaled, so be careful when 
you pour it. Washing grit down 
the oil filler with a squirt of W- 
D 40 will help hide telltale specks 
on the dipstick. 

An abrasive material imbeds 
itself in the softer metal (in ma- 
chinery, parts that touch must 
be made of different metals) and 
cuts out bits of the harder metal, 
which also begin to circulate and cause 
scrape' mG re havoc. The particles need only be 
large enough to stick up out of the oil film, 
which is approximately .000001" thick. The oil 
filter catches above 180 grit (.0034"). Size 400 
has particles of .0009", and size 600 .00033". 
This may seem too fine, but will last a long time 
and continue to cut. Sand, even quartz, isn't 
much harder than steel, and so isn't as effective. 
However, a lot of it could potentially clog up the 
oil filter and cause the bypass valve to open up, 
allowing sand to get into the works. Removing 
the oil filter is probably not a good idea. It is 
rumored to cause the oil pressure warning light 
to go on. 

Abrasive materials in the fuel are also good, 
because they get pumped into the top of the 
engine and enter the cylinder compartment. Abra- 
sive in the oil may or may not get picked up by the 
oil pump. If the engine is not moved around 
much (for example, on a large crane), the grit may 


stay in the bottom of the oil pan. This is why it is 
good to use very fine grit that will stay in suspen- 
sion. The oil pump has a screen that excludes only 
large particles. Its intake generally floats on top of 
the oil. 

Water is cheap, and easily cleans up any spills. It 
also causes internal rusting. For this purpose, 
saltwater is far more effective than ordinary 
water. Friday and Saturday nights are good for 
night-work, since any spilled water will have 
had plenty of time to dry before Monday morn- 
ing when the workers return. Don't use so much 
water that the oil level rises too far. The goal is 
to leave no sign of tampering, so that the engine 
is run and destroys itself. Any sign of tampering 
will alert the workers to institute countermea- 
sures — change the oil, lock and guard all equip- 
ment, etc. We want a lot of damage to occur before 
any tampering gets noticed. For this reason, tire 
slashing, gauge smashing and other obvious tam- 
pering should be used only when all else has 
failed. 

Another possible technique to disable large 
machinery in remote areas is to drain the oil of 
the target vehicle, by simply unscrewing the oil 
pan drain-plug with a wrench. Then, using a 
dent-puller (available at your local auto parts 
store), it is possible to 
rip the tumbler 
out of the igni- 
tion switch, and 
start the en- 
gine. The en- 
gine will soon 
destroy itself. 

Ecodefense is avail- 
able from the Jour- 
nal. See page 36. 



Spiking 


Dear Ned Ludd, 

For those worried about in- 
juring loggers with tree 
spikes, the following may 
be an interesting tidbit of 
information. While work- 
ing for a residential tree 
trimming/tree removal 
company recently, I asked 
some longtime employees 
what happens if they hit a 
nail or other similar object when 
cutting trees. The response was that it 
simply dulls the chain very quickly, 
and none of them reported even once 
breaking a chain, or having projec- 
tiles of any kind shot out. At one job 
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I witnessed the removal of a mam- 
moth silver maple which had thor- 
oughly grown around a chain 
link fence, including one 
post. The person cutting 
through the trunk of 
this monster had to 
stop 



every five 
minutes or so to sharpen 
his chain, greatly increasing the time 
it took to do the job. No harm came to 
him, however, and his safety was never 
in doubt. 

Also, here is a suggestion for tree 


spiking where no pounding is in- 
volved, for those times when com- 
plete quiet is needed. Use of large eye- 
screws (they make them up to 8" long 
at least) can be effective and will elimi- 
nate all loud pounding noises. This 
method works well and is not compli- 
cated, but may not be so great for large 
jobs because it is much more ex- 
pensive and labor- 


intensive . 

Each individual screw costs 
between $1-2 depending on where 
you go. You may have to go to many 
hardware stores, buying a handful of 


screws at each one to get a decent 
supply built up. Even if you do find a 
place to buy large amounts of screws 
at one time, doing so may be too 
obvious. 

Use a large screwdriver, a piece of 
rebar, another screw, or anything of 
that nature for leverage. It may take as 
long as five minutes or so to screw 
each screw all the way in. Once the 
screw is sufficiently embedded in the 
tree, just snip off the eye with 
your bolt cutters, and the tree is 
spiked sans-noise. I would think it 
very difficult, if not impossible, to 
remove a spike of this nature once 
the "eye" is gone. 

— A Defender of the Wild 







hooray for the ri 




Music Review by Al Decker 

If the spirit of Live Wild or Die could be transcribed into music, if a feral 
revolution of desire can be achieved in harmonies and dissonance, then 
Casey Neill's long-awaited riffraff does it. 

"Sad Bones of Her Hands" is a melancholy tale that puts me remarkably in 
the mood of a cold rainy winter's day in Galway, drinking Guinness by the 
fireplace in the pub, thinking about a lost love who's far away. The song 
makes no attempt at a strong plot, nor should it; it's a portrait of sorrow. 

Along the lines of "Heights of Kildonan" from his previous album 
Pawprints, "The Cod Fisher" is the musical equivalent of an historical novel. 
Casey takes one back to the Canadian Maritimes, through the eyes of a 
fisherman, in the days when cod, turbot and capelin stocks were still plenti- 
ful and fishing was and had been the way of life for centuries. The narrator 
charts the progressive devastation of the Grand Banks through the pathetic 
"management" of the Department of Fisheries, and the rapacious practices 
of the multinational fishing fleet. ■* 

The most intense song on the tape (and maybe in Casey's entire reper- 
toire) is "Flaming Arrows." We hear the story of one of the great defenders 
of wildlife. Rod Coronado is a credit to his Native American ancestors, a 
blessing for future generations of all life and an inspiration to people today. 
He armed his desire. Yet the government set out traps for him. Rod is "an- 
other liberator in need of liberation/another beautiful soul shackled by our 
genocidal nation." 

"Anger in Motion" features Casey's ability to depart from his ol' acoustic 
guitar into electric sound, a style that distinguishes riffraff from Pawprints. 
It's a clear indictment of the futility of suppressing our emotions and behav- 
ing like good society children. The song also excoriates mainstream enviros 
who slag direct action: "We don't like your tactics man/The say just don't 
break the law/When the law itself is exactly where you find the flaw/If you 
don't offend someone then nothing has been done/To sabotage the man 
with the gun." 

Roads and other detritus of syphillization are closing in on the few re- 
maining grizzlies in the Cascade Range of Washington State. Not only that, 
but the US Fish and Wildlife Service has come up with a North Cascades 
Grizzly Extinction Plan, a document full of ecosystem management blather 
which will almost certainly not save the great bruin from vanishing in 
another homeland. "Bear in Mind" brims over with love and respect for the 
griz, yet the end of the song disturbs me deeply. The words "bear in mind" 
are repeated in an ominous voice until the song fades out, a morose ending 
to a fairly upbeat song. But, this is simply reality: The grace and spirit of the 
bear is facing a horrible ugliness, with all the obvious environmental threats 
as well as trophy hunting and poaching. 

"Hills ot Greenmore" reflects Casey's Celtic propensities which color much 
of his work, and reminds one of his "Now Westlin' Winds" rendition. The 
first five verses of this ballad follow a rabbit hunt from the eyes of specta- 
tors, then the point of view changes to the hare as she sings her death song 
and curses the hunters. This is a tragic and haunting, biocentric animal 
rights Celtic ballad. 

"Age of Disorder" sings a paean to industrial collapse. The age of reason is 
over folks, thank goddess. Warning: If played while trapped in a traffic jam 
behind a huge diesel truck billowing smoke through your vents, surrounded 
by industrial parks and smoggy skies, one may lose it entirely. Please, if this 
happens, stay calm, seek the nearest EF! group and partake of a tree sit, 
lockdown, blockade or some such pleasant, gratifying activity. Better yet, 
actualize industrial collapse and do something for the earth. 

Casey's tapes are both available through the Journal. For more info on Casey's 
confirmed dates for the Fall check out the Announcement on page 35. 



Reviewed by Jesse Wolf Hardin 
(Lone Wolf Circles) 

While it's true that poetry is an ex- 
pression of one's sensitivity, it can 
also serve as a wrench to halt the gears 
of habit and preconception, as a liter- 
ary explosive device to blow open the 
walls of the mind and the boundaries 
of a closed heart. It is then moved to 
laughing, crying, or even doing some- 
thing — that poetry has done its job, 
bringing the reader around to a new 
way of perceiving/conceiving the di- 
verse faces of contemporary reality. 
The beast has gathered, with video 
eyes and bulldozer treads for feet, en- 
tertaining as it destroys. Against this 
beast we hold up our pen, our sword, 
and draw our line in the sand. This is 
the credo of the warrior poet, and no 
one epitomizes that spirit better than 
the irrepressible Dennis Fritzinger. 

I'll never forget the first time I saw 
the camo-clad war horse putting his 
whole heart into a piece at a rendez- 
vous: 

"I stand for what I stand on, " he was 
insisting. 

If it's a waving meadow 
with tall grasses, 
a forest clearing 
or the compacted duff ... 

One of the delights of reading his 
new collection of poetry is being able 
to picture his ever-serious expression, 
as he performs pieces like "Beautiful 
Tea" or the title piece, "Donuts Ga- 
lore." For the best effect, read his pieces 
aloud, with a level of earnestness and 
parody worthy of the author. From 
"Bookworm's Last Request": 
bury my liver in a bear, 
out on the lonely trail; 
bury my heart in the desert, 
where the lonely coyotes wail; 



bury my fingers, toes and ears 
beside a babbling brook; 
bury my brain in 1 00-proof, 
but bury my nose in a book. 

Who else would set the 8-point plat- 
form of deep ecology into innocent 
rhyming verse, or concoct a paean to 
the troublesome horsefly (“we defend 
what we must defend!")? This warrior 
poet is a veteran, and a patriot— -of and 
for diverse life: 
as inalienable as free speech, 
the right to see a pasque flower — 
and as inalienable as free speech, 
the right to hear geese honking 
on their journey north; 
this is the right I fought for, 
the inalienable right 
of seeing the land grow and blossom 
according to its own rhythms... 

At the very least, I would hope that 
everybody who's ever enjoyed his per- 
formances around the fire will honor 
Dennis, by stocking their shelves with 
his collection of verbal treats. Donuts 
Galore is the unpretentious testament of 
a single man, doing a balancing act 
between the tragic and the humorous, 
the reality of the city and the promise of 
a great re-wilding: 
the wild is reinhabiting; 
the wolf's not waiting 
any more 

the cougar's coming... 
the soundtrack of the wild 
isn't just playing 
on your tape deck anymore: 
the tape's off— 
didn't you hear it stop ? — 
those are real wolf howls 
coming through your door! 

Donuts Galore is available for $5. Make 
checks payable to Dennis Fritzinger, ASUC 
Box 361, Berkeley CA 94720-1111. 


The Monkey-Puzzle: 

Joanne rand and the little big band 


Music Review by Beverly Cherner 

The first time I heard Monkey Puzzle, 
it was background music for a task 
requiring my attention. Almost im- 
mediately I had to turn it off, because 
it was so absorbing I couldn't concen- 
trate on anything else. 

Since then, I have listened to Monkey 
Puzzle almost every day. This CD is so 
musically rich that at first I savored 
pure sound, payng little attention to 
the content of the words. Joanne is a 
truly gifted vocalist, who plays her 
voice as a complex instrument, as skill- 
fully as any singer I will ever hear. 

Unlike many political musicians 
who have a great message but aren't 
particularly good artists, Joanne is ac- 
complished as a songwriter, singer 
and instrumentalist. She demonstrates 
a keen ability to connect with her 
audience and create a mood. Each 
concert feels like a ritual, after which 
I feel a deepened commitment to right 
livelihood. 

Joanne's collaboration with the 
Little Big Band intensifies that energy 
even further, and highlights her tal- 
ent for arrangement. Joanne's vocals, 
guitar, piano and synthesizer are 
complemented by Scott Deal and Jack 
Springett on percussion and Jeff Mar- 
tin on bass. The blend is perfect. With 
Monkey Puzzle, Joanne and the Little 


Big Band have managed to capture the 
fire of their live performances in a 
studio recording. 

This is the most introspective of 
Joanne's four albums, and the first in 
which she performs a number of songs 
that aren't exclusively her own cre- 
ation. Included in the 1 3 selections are 
two by her brother Jordan and three in 
which she sets his lyrics to music. The 
album is dedicated to Jordan and oth- 
ers living with AIDS. His compositions 
are clearly not songs of despair: they 
are songs that celebrate life. 

Although Joanne is branching out 
into new topics, she features a number 
of songs reaffirming her ecocentric per- 
spective. They range from a biting, j azzy 
rant against consumerism (in which 
characters whine, "I want! I want! I 
want! ") to a lyrical, wordless tone-poem 
inspired by her first flight over the 
Amazon rainforest. Though I have heard 
them many times, the rocking "Radia- 
tion at My Windshield" and hypnotic, 
driving "Earth My Body" still make me 
want to get up and dance. 

Monkey Puzzle, like all of Joanne's 
music, invokes us all to listen to our 
hearts through the din of the superfi- 
cial, and follow our calling. 

Joanne Rand's tapes and CDs are avail- 
able through the Journal. To order, use 
the merchandise form on page 37. 
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Rendezvous and Actions 


The Hou&ay Swash! 

International Earth Nights 
October 31-November 5 jp 

The Earth Liberation Front (ELF) has again called for the d (£%&&&$ 
annual Earth Night, this most hallowed of occasions, the 
time when all the little people come out. 

This will be the fourth "Halloween Smash" and the ELF 
hope it will be the biggest and best yet. We are putting out 
a call for unity, asking all those from the animal libera- 
tion, Earth liberation, anti-fascist, union/worker, femi- 
nist and revolutionary groups to take the opportunity to 
act against those who are oppressing and destroying the Earth. 

No matter what the targets — vivisection labs, road building, bad W 
company work practices, the nuclear industry, logging companies, race hate 
groups, biotechnology, etc. — let's use the week together and triple the damage. 

As always the ELF calls for no loss of life, only property. Hit them where it hurts 
most — their pockets!!! 
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SURVIVAL LINES provides useful tools — T-SHIRTS — for people 

working to protect the Earth. All our shirts are available at bulk prices for environ- 
mental groups. If your group contemplates developing its own t-shirts to support 
your advocacy of the Earth, get in touch with us. We will guide you thru the process- 
- moving from idea thru graphic design to a final run of quality shirts. We currently 
print several of the shirts available in the EF! Journal. This print shop was born in 
the Oregon environmental movement, but we also do shirts for musicians and others. 

New Shirts for SALE: . v 

KEEP THE OZONE One of a series of snowboarding frog designs 

produced to dramatize the increasing dangers to amphibians from the JMSMySfr 

thinning ozone layer. The Front is a print of a highway sign that says ‘No dfSzFdTgKpjCJL. 

Fossil Fuel’ and stands amidst skulls. The back is a six color print. Long 

sleeve, white, 100% cotton, M-L-XL, $12 on factory seconds. y / 1W 

NO FOSSIL FUEL Graphic of gushing black oil well, w 

splashing drums and skulls with yellowed eyes/fading aqua earth -'A' 

in one eye socket (below). Printed on white background on 
assorted dark shirts — purple, black, burgundy, forest green, 
plum, or indigo (please list three color choices). Short sleeve, 

100% cotton, L-XL, $14 - NO NEW 

— : FERRY 

P ;Lrt a success- ful citizen's campaign (o stop a massive 
" highway renovation in Eugene. We throw it out to the 

U niverse for all activists. Back of shirt has NO FOSSIL 
FUEL image (shown at left). Printed on factory seconds. 

' Shortsleeve, white, 100% cotton M-L-XL-XXL, $10 

OF INTEREST: 

CITIZEN FISH We printed a new t-shirt design for 
Citizen Fish’s 1994 Arizona, California, and Nevada tour 
(not shown). The image of yellow, orange, and white is 
available. Short sleeve, black, 100% cotton, $10 
Send SASEfor 4 FREE stickers and an informative brochure. All 
prices include shipping. Multiple shirts to the same address subtract 
$2. Send check or M.O. with written instructions to: Box 10324, 
Eugene, OR 97440-2324. Retail stores may also inquire. Write, 
call or fax. _ . - _ _ _ _ . 

503 - 689-8976 


SURVIVAL 



Ward Valley Desert Rendezvous 

The Nuclear Industry plans to build a dump to bury long-lasting wastes from 
nuclear reactors in shallow, unlined trenches. Ward Valley is 18 miles from the 
Colorado River, critical habitat for the threatened desert tortoise, in the midst 
of five Wilderness Areas, and adjacent to the Mojave National Preserve. 

We must act now to protect Ward Valley from nuclear contamination. 

Join activists and members of the Fort Mojave, Chemehuevi and Colorado River 
Indian tribes in a week of strategy meetings, protest actions, cultural events and a 
Spirit Run. October 10-15 in Ward Valley, CA (22 miles west of the town of Needles). 

Food, water and sanitation provided. A donation of $20 will be requested, but 
no one will be turned away due to lack of funds. For more information contact 
the Bay Area Nuclear Waste Coalition at (415) 752-8678 or the Desert Citizens 
Against Pollution at PO Box 492, Lancaster, CA 93584; (805) 948-6291. 

Earth First! meetings will be held Oct. 13-15. Contact Baja EF! at (6 1 9) 523-0899. 

If you cannot make it to the gathering, you can help by circulating a petition. 
The petitions are being distributed by Americans Battling Senseless Unlined 
Radioactive Dumps (ABSURD) at 424 E St., Needles, CA 92363. 



1 Casey will be touring California and the Pacific Northwest to support his * 
* new release of EF! acoustic tunes, "riffraff. " The show will, of course, be ■ 

■ mainly music, with rants and info on local and national campaign * 

■ hotspots. Activist/promoters are needed in may towns and * 

■ the whole schedule is wide open. * 

« (Autonomous zones, benefits, universities, etc. .. FERALIZE! * 

\ Contact (206) 5 1 7-5071 or PO Box 10003, Olympia, WA 98502 \ 




latever 


This is another shameless appeal for money, but please bear with us for a 
moment. The Last Wilderness Defense Fund (LWDF) desperately needs dona- 
tions to sustain backcountry activists now contesting the Freddies and the road 
builders in the woods of Cove/Mallard. Now you may be asking yourself, "Isn't 
that backcountry stuff already being financed by the Cove/Mallard Coalition?" 
The answer to that question is no. The Coalition is promoting and facilitating 
the valuable, overt, high-media-value, arrest/blockade/public demo actions 
that have taken place during the summer. 

The projected cost and timetable for the construction of the road into the Jack 
timber sale has been only marginally affected by this summer's past campaign. 
If the rate of destruction is to be significantly reduced in the future, we must 
confront and confound the roadless rippers with precise, covert, backcountry, 
non-arrest scenarios. 

The Last Wilderness Defense Fund was formed in 1993 to enable affinity 
groups to establish and operate from quasi-independent, concealed, satellite 
camps in the backcountry near the road construction and timber harvest. 
LWDF's mission is to conduct both backcountry support for overt, arrest 
scenario blockades and continuous, independent, non-arrest scenario resis- 
tance. Both of these types of resistance are necessary if Cove/Mallard is to be 
protected, but only overt, civil disobedience arrest blockades are currently 
being financed. 

So, send a chunk of money (or polypropylene, wool, polar fleece, tarps, twine, 
backwoods food, medicinal herbs, etc.) to the Last Wilderness Defense Fund, PO 
Box 9970, Moscow, ID 83843. 

You can also help by getting your butt out to Cove/Mallard. We were seriously 
starved for people this summer. We need you to help save the Big Wild. 

LWDF -supported backcountry groups adhere to the Cove/Mallard Coalition nonvio- 
lence guidelines (We do not use guns, drugs or violence, and we will not destroy the 
property of workers, etc.). As the LWDF grows, supportwill also be provided toresistance 
campaigns focusing on issues relevant to the Northern Rockies. 

— The Spirit of the Noble Gulo Gulo 

Calling all Central 

Hardwooders ... Cut Waste, 

Join the Buckeye Forest Council No- Z 

vember 3-5, for the 1st annual Buckeye — _ _ 

Gathering in southern Ohio's ■■ 

Shawnee State Forest, home to the 
state's only wilderness area. Work- 
shops include: Wayne NF protection, The Rainforest Action Network has 

nature hikes, appeals and litigation, produced a guidebook, entitled Cut 

stripmining, state forests, direct ac- Waste, Not Trees, detailing the need 

tion, fundraising, beer making, t0 curta j| use of wood and to 

outreach, forest health and pulp mills. subst itute alternatives for the paper, 

Music provided by Robert Hoyt, Jody . ... . , , .. ! 

Schaub, Soul Rebellion, Matt Peters bulld,n ^ matenals and other wood 

and Alice DiMicele. Contact the Buck- products we use now. 

eye Forest Council at (614) 594-6400. This resource guide has got every- 

thing — compelling articles, action 
tips and innovative alternatives to 
wood-based paper, building materi- 
als and buildingdesigns. Additionally, 
there is a resource section listing 
organizations involved in wood use 
reduction and tree-free alternatives. 

To order a copy of the guide, send 
a check in the amount of $10 to 
Rainforest Action Network, Wood Use 
Reduction Campaign, 450 Sansome, 
Suite 700, San Francisco, CA 94111. 


BY MICHAEL GANNON 
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Roadshows and Campaigns 


On the Road with 

the Ancient Forest Bus Brigade 

Question: What's 58 years old and making plans to go on a three-month 
roadshow with songwriter/activist/recording artist Robert Hoyt? 

Possible answer: Jerry Garcia's older/reclusive/previously unknown brother? 
Real answer: Why, your very own Uncle Ramon, typist/activist/old grouch. 
Psychiatric analysis?: I must be out of mv mind. 

Nevertheless, Robert and I plan to do 60-70 shows [They must be out of their 
minds. — JF], from January through March, in northeastern US. We'll start with 
a gig at the University of Wisconsin at Oshkosh and finish somewhere in the 
Boston area, ten weeks later. For the most part, it's going to be "if-this-is- 
Tuesday-this-must-be-Cleveland," except for the four megalopolises of the east 
coast where we'll dawdle for a week, each, at Baltimore/Washington, Philly, 
New Yawk and Baaston, doing a bunch of shows around each "hub." 

The focus is strictly Cove/Mallard. If this is indeed a "national" issue, then it's 
time to tromp around the nation. With song, story, video and slides, we'll beat 
the drum for preserving this great wild place. Robert gets to sing and play the 
geetar, and I get to be MC, stand-up comic, VCR button-pusher, T-shirt 
salesman and bookkeeper. 

So, if you live in the northeastern part of the US and want to get involved with 
these shenanigans, we could use help with bookings, logistics, local media, etc. 
Just write or call our Booking Agent, Tony Mele, at 127 E. Main #319, Missoula, 
MT 59802; (406) 549-3978. (Another "e" added to his last name, and it would 
be pronounced maylay instead of meelee, and would mean "riot. " He's thinking 
of making the change.) 


Friends of the Wolf Go Global 


This November, Friends of the Wolf (FOW) will take their fight to stop the 
Yukon wolf kill to new heights, over ten thousand metres to be specific. They 
will fly across the Atlantic to the heart of Yukon's tourism revenue, the 
Germanic countries. After three years of the campaign, it is now clear the most 
effective tactic is a international coverage of the tourism boycott. 

By taking the issue abroad, FOW will publicize the boycott in both the 
European and the Yukon media. FOW has been effective in the killing fields 
themselves, but no matter how many helicopters they disabled or snares 
destroyed, the decision to end the hunt will be a political one. It is time to switch 
to the international political arena. 

This is the last year of the eradication program before the next Territorial 
election. If the wolf slaughter by the current administration can be held off and 
the bums voted out of office, the other two political parties have vowed to 
abolish the program. The people of the Yukon realize that the current govern- 
ment is giving their home a bad name worldwide due to their stubborn, 
arrogant attitude in refusing to end the wolf kill. 

This years strategy will be twofold. One action team will focus on Germany, 
Austria and Switzerland; and the resistance will continue in the killing fields. 
Support is needed on both fronts. 

Office space is needed in Germany, preferably Dusseldorf. Accommodations 
are needed for four activists; basements, barns, backyards, or rooftops will do. 
European contacts are needed to assist with hard-core civil disobedience. People 
are also needed to return to the Yukon in late December. Spend the holidays in 
beautiful Y ukon Territory! Contact FOW and make a reservation for your holiday 
vacation. Seats are limited. Sympathetic travel agent friend is a plus. 

Friends of the Wolf, PO Box 2983, Vancouver, BC V6B 3X4; (604) 290-9256. 

P.S. The campaign is in need of a Macintosh powerbook and cash donations. 


Subscribe to the EF! Journal 


PlfirillQf I Three different designs. 5" long, 

ndi|ilC3S chrome-finish, adhesive-backed. 




Also available: T-shirts, pins, refrigerator mag- 
nets, bumper stickers, goddess items. 


Ring of Fire 

ENTERPRISES 
P.0. Box 3793-EF, 
Santa Cruz, CA 95063-3793 

E-mail: rof@backporch.com, 
http://www.backporch.com 

Order by phone or fax: 


Catalog, ! 1“ or FREE with order. 
California residents add 7.25% sales tax. 



408.425.7675 
FAX: 408.458.2420 



Never Stop Howling! 


The Deep Ecology Education Project is now booking fall and spring dates for 
animated public speaker Jesse Wolf Hardin (Lone Wolf Circles). Wolf has been 
a catalyst for emotional engagement and personal activation for over a decade 
now, beginning with the participatory Earth-Spirit revivals of EF! prehistory, 
Deep Ecology Medicine Shows, including over a hundred speaking gigs and 
concerts with the likes of Dana Lyons, Joanne Rand, Walkin' Jim Stoltz, Clan 
Dyken, Rootstock and Little Women. Through it all he has followed Ed Abbey's 
advice to him to "stir it up." 

Ralph Metzner refers to his work as " ... the ecstatic song of an Earth-lover, aman 
intoxicated with the beauty and diversity of life." Terry Tempest Williams says, 
"It is only through the power, strength, integrity and courage of people such as 
Wolf Hardin that our society will be able to change its direction. Wolf's voice 
inspires our passion to take us further, seeing the world as whole — even holy." 

Topics include deep ecology, ecofeminism, grass roots activism, Earth- 
centered spirituality, indigenous world-view, sense of place for non-indians, 
primal mind, neoprimitivism and personal transformation. Lately Wolf has 
focused not only on activism but its emotional and spiritual roots; developing 
new stories and ways of inspiring not only activists but also children of all ages, 
people from all walks of life, and even academics and bureaucrats. But what 
never changes is the raising of the audience's spirits and energy level, inevitably 
climaxing with tears and laughter, hugs and howls. 

To bring Wolf to speak at your school or conference, drop a line ASAP to the Deep 
Ecology Education Project, Box 708, Reserve, NM 87830. 


/ 

The Xokopedi SeecC 

by Jesse Wolf Hardin 
(Lone Wolf Circles) 

THE CULT NOVEL OF GAIAN 
AWAKENING 

"No matter how heavy the load, we 
must dance our dance, live our song!" 

\ 


■ \ 

If Ed Abbey had gone a litte further 
on his only acid trip ... 

If Tom Robbins ever touched Earth ... 
One of them might have authored 
"The Kokopelli Seed." 

Signed, spiral bound, limited- 
edition copies, $24 postpaid from the 
Deep Ecology Education Project 
Box 708, Reserve, NM 87830 
> 


Wolf River Rendezvous 

Samhain— October 27-31 

Exxon mining corporation is threatening the Wolf River. 

Big Timber is eyeing the North Woods for its next meal. 

Layers of concrete and asphalt are smothering the land. 

The Pentagon is set to declare the headwaters a national sacrifice zone 
Nuclear power dumps are on track to completion at 
Prairie Island, Point Beach and Detroit ... 

THE UPPER GREAT LAKES ARE HURTING! 

Midwest Headwaters Earth First! asks all Earth Firstlers to join us 
October 27-31 by the shores of the Wolf River in northern Wisconsin. 
Workshops will be held on direct action, various regional issues, move- 
ment building, corporate power and vulnerability, and sundry other 
teach-out sessions. We will hold council, howl and holler, be silent, and 
make merry. We will also take direct action to tell Exxon where to go 
with their 55 million tons of toxic waste and S30 million in state 
subsidies. Interested? 

Bring what you need and leave what you don't. The Wolf River is one 
of the wildest rivers left in the upper Midwest. The site of the rendez- 
vous is to be announced. Call us at (608) 255-8765. 


POSITION AVAILABLE 


Operations Manager 
for Sangre de Cristo Animal Protection, Inc. 
(located in Albuquerque, NM near the Sandia & Manzano Mountains) 


Join the front lines of the animal rights movement in New Mexico 


Skills/Needs: reliable, responsible, confident individual - 
media experience, writing, Macintosh-literate, office m’gment (we have an 
admin, assist.), organizing demos, outreach events, massive volunteer coord, 
and project mgm't., intern coord., work parties, public speaking, special 
events, some campaign work, membership develop., reliable transport., 
tlexible evening/w-end sched., and, and! If you thrive on long hours, multi- 
tasking. and making a difference, this is the place for you! 

Salary: $6(>( I/month + health insur. + housing provided (no non-human 
animals allowed) 

Call Lisa Jennings at (505)-28 1-0032 or fax at (505)-28 1-0083 

We are also seeking interns for periods of two weeks-several months 
(limited housing and food stipend provided) 
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Stuff to Read, Wear and Display 


All proceeds from these goodies go directly to supporting the Earth First! Journal. By purchasing music and books you are also 
supporting activists as most of the musicians and authors are active in the fight to save the wild. 


Books 

Earth First! Songbook 

If you have vocal chords you can use this book Seventy- 
seven songs/33 artists/guitar chords/info — $10 

ECODEFENSE: A Field Guide to 
Monkeywrenching 

By Dave Foreman & Bill Haywood 
Extensively revised, expanded third edition, 

Nedd Ludd Books, 350 pages — $18 

If An Agent Knocks 

Straight-forward information about how to handle a 
visit from those pesky FBI agents. 

In Spanish and English, 15 pages — $1 

The Monkeywrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey 

Join Bonnie, Doc, Seldom and the infamous Hayduke 
on an epic monkeywrenching adventure. A must-read 
for any Earth First! er. Fiction, 387 pages — $6 

A Sand County Almanac 

With Essays on Conservation from Round River 

By Aldo Leopold 

The deep ecology classic! Leopold takes readers with 
him on the road and through the seasons on a fantastic 
tour of our priceless environment — the mountains and 
the prairies and the coastlines. 295 pages — $9 

Timber Wars and Other Writings 

By Judi Bari 

In a fierce and uncompromising Collection of essays, 
Judi describes life in defense of the forest, opposing 
logging of old growth redwoods in northern California. 
89 pages — $12 

Waste of the West: 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs 

This monster of a book tells you everything you ever 
wanted to know about cows in the West. Contact list, 
statistics, 500-item bibliography, index, over 1000 
illustrations (photos, cartoons, graphics, charts, 
maps). 8 1/2 ” x 11 ” paperbook, 602 pages — $28 

Wilderness on the Rocks 

By Howie Wolke 

Wolke argues with logic and passion that our undevel- 
oped public lands are wilderness on the rocks — 
scenic areas that lack ecological integrity and do not 
provide the necessary habitat for species survival. 
Tables, black and white photos, bibliography. Ned 
Ludd Books, 240 pages — $15 

Avoid the Holiday 
Shopping Rush: 
Order Today! 


BACK ISSUES 

We have a limited selection of Earth 
First! Journal back issues back to 
1984. They are only SI. 50 each, 
and can be ordered using the 
merchandise order form. Be the 
first on your block to have an almost 
complete set. Hurry, cause they're 
disappearin' like the ozone layer. 


T-Shirts 

All t-shirt designs are available in medium, large 
and extra large; for XX large add an additional $3 

No Fucking Compromise 

White on Black — $12 

Free the Earth 

Multi-color on Teal — $12 

A Higher Law: 

Unbroken Wilderness Forever 

Multi-color on Unbleached — $12 

Visualize Direct Action 

Black and White on Unbleached — $10 



• Classic Design* 


EARTH FIRST! 

Green Fist on Unbleached — $10 
Black on Kelly Green or Red — $12 
Multi-color on Black or Forest Green — $13.50 



EARTH FIRST! TOOLS 

Black on Unbleached — $10 


(bumper) Stickers 

for your bike, bottle or backpack 

$1 each, except as marked 

•AMERICAN WILDERNESS: 

LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE 
•ANOTHER MORMON ON DRUGS 
•COPULATE DON’T POPULATE 
•DARWIN (words inside fish w/ legs) 

•DEVELOPERS GO BUILD IN HELL 
•DON’T LIKE ENVIRONMENTALISTS? 

PUT THEM OUT OF WORK 
•DREAM BACK THE BISON, 

SING BACK THE SWAN 
•EARTH FIRST! 

•FIGHT THE POWER! 

•HAYDUKE LIVES! 

•I’D RATHER BE MONKEYWRENCHING 
•IF YOUR PECKER WAS AS SMALL AS MINE, 
YOU’D NEED A MUSCLE WAGON, TOO 

(on cheap paper § .50 ea) 

•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, 

DON’T BECOME A FATHER 
•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DON’T BECOME ONE 
•NATIVE (w/ blue and green earth graphic) 

•NATURE BATS LAST 

•NOT POLITICALLY CORRECT 

•PAY YOUR RENT, WORK FOR THE EARTH 

•QUESTION TECHNOLOGY 

•REAL MEN-DON’T SHOOT WOLVES 

•REAL MEN-GET VASECTOMIES 

•RESCUE THE RAINFOREST 

•RESIST MUCH, OBEY LITTLE 
•SAVE THE DAMMED SALMON 
•SAVE THE WILD 
•STOP CLEARCUTTING 
•STOP CLEARCUTTING 

(on cheap paper @ .50 ea) 

•STOP PUBLIC LANDS RANCHING 
•STOP THE FOREST SERVICE, 

SAVE OUR WILD COUNTRY 
•SUBVERT THE DOMINANT PARADIGM 
•THANK YOU FOR NOT BREEDING. 

•THINK GLOBALLY, ACT LOCALLY 
•VISUALIZE INDUSTRIAL COLLAPSE 
•WOLVES, NOT COWS 


ACCOUTREMENTS 

Caps (cotton, adjustable) $10 

I an • Brown Forest Camo • Green Forest Canto • Desert C anto 

Earth First! Fist Patch $2.50 

Rubber Stamps (1 1/2” X 2” >vo<Kl block) $5 Earth First! Fist * Earth First! Tools 

Silent Agitators (1 1/8'’ round) 30/$ 1.50 
Earth First! Fist • Earth First! Tools • No Deal, Assholes 

Window Stickers (3” round) Earth First! Fist 4/$l - No Cows 6/$l 

Free Tabloids!!! 

EF! Primer • EFJ Trinkets and Snake Oil • Headwaters Forest • Kids for Konservation 
Wake Up! • War On The Bear • Voluntary Human Extinction 
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Support Yom Favorite Earth First! Musician! 


Austin Lounge Lizards 

Witty, intelligent, country-western parody. Lizard 
songs poke fun at everything worth poking fun at. 

“Creatures From the Black Saloon” 

“Highway Cafe of the Damned” 

“Paint Me on Velvet” 

“Lizard Vision” »LIVE» 

Tapes — $10 • CD — $15 

bARRYL CHERNEY 

Earth First! activist and media slut extraodinaire, 
his music is a campfire favorite. 

“Timber”— $12 

l T Had to be Born This Century” — $ 12 

Lone Wolf Circles 

K magical journey into the wilderness with 
Poetry and music. 

“Oikos”— $12 

Alice DiMicele 

One of Oregon's most talented musicians. Alice 
Celebrates love and life with her powerful voice. 
“Naked” Tape— $12 • CD— $15 
“Make a Change” — $12 
“It’s a Miracle” Tape— $12 • CD— $15 
“Too Controversial” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 
“Searching” Tape — $12* CD — $15 

EXIT- 13 

A green, psychedelic GRIND band from 
Pennsylvania that advocates monkeywrenching,, 
Vegetarianism and hemp legalization. They have a 
cut on “ETHOS MUSIC” entitled “Earth First!” 
and a page in the liner notes dedicated to EF! 
“Don’t Spare the Green Love” 

•NEW* “Ethos Music” 

CDs — only $10 

Robert Hoyt 

With his southern folk sound and witty biting 
lyrics, Robert is a favorite at rendezvous campfires. 

“Dumpster Diving Across America” 

Tape— $12 «CD— $15 
“As American As You” — $12 


Greg Keeler 

Marvelous country-folk satire. Greg Keeler's wit 
must be heard to be fully appreciated and 
laughed at. 

“Songs of Fishing, Sheep 
and Guns in Montana” — $10 
“Talking Sweet Bye & Bye” — $10 
“Bad Science Fiction” — $10 
“Post-Modern Blues” — $10 
“Enquiring Minds” — $10 

Katie Lee 

Katie Lee's strong voice speaks to Colorado’s 
canyons, plateaus and people. 

“Colorado River Songs” — $8 

Dana Lyons 

Dana's soulful voice and strong guitar convey a 
powerful, and often humorous, message. 

“Turn of the Wrench” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 
“Animal” — $12 

“At Night They Howl at the Moon” 

Environmental songs for kids with John Seed 
Tape — $12 • CD— $15 

Peg Mili e u 

A longtime Earth First! activist and convicted 
felonious monkeywrencher, Peg has one of the 
most beautiful voices you'll ever hear. 

“Clear Horizon” Tape — $12 • CD — $17 
The CD contains all songs from the tape plus 
eleven songs from Gentle Warrior. 

“Gentle Warrior” — $12 

Casey Neill 

With Earth-based, inspiring lyrics and fast finger- 
picking, Casey's a noted Northwest musician 
and Earth First! activist. 

“Pawprints” — $ 12 

•NEW* “riffraff” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 

Bill Oliver 

Texan Bill Oliver sings rollicking Earth First! 
classics that have become favorite sing-alongs at 
campfires and rallies. 

“Better Things To Do” — $10 
“Texas Oasis” — $10 


Joanne Rand 

Joanne's strong and versatile voice climbs and 
dances through her inspirational songs and music. 
“Live”— $12 
“Home” — $12 

“Choosing Sides” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 

•NEW* “The Monkey-Puzzle” 

CD— $15 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz 

Walkin' Jim's deep, powerful voice and wilderness- 

inspired lyrics will launch a howl in your heart. 

“The Vision”— $10 

“A Kid for the Wild”— $10 

“Listen to the Earth” — $10 

“Forever Wild” — $10 

“Spirit Is Still On The Run”— $10 

jTCHKUNG! 

“jTCHKUNG! is the sound made by the machine 
in motion, stamping out mass produced media- 
ocrities.” They combine snare drums, violins, 
power saws and rebellious vocals to create a driving 
ethno/industrial/slam beat. This band threatens to 
change the entire Earth First! music scene. 

• NEW • CD— $ 9 



new from Casey Neill 

riffraff 


Clip and send to: Earth First! Merchandise, PO Box 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 

EARTH FIRST! MERCHANDISE ORDER FORM 


L 


Description Color Size Price 





































NAME STREET TOTAL 



CITY STATE ZIP COUNTRY 


Allow 4-5 weeks for delivery. Call us at (503) 741-9191 if you haven’t received your order. Please use this form for ordering. Thanks! 
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Cove/Mallard 

JAIL SUPPORT 

T-Shirts 


BRING BACK THE GRIZ 

Specify sVz£+ co lot preference — tank fops 6>Uck>-W or purple) •, 4-skVcts (bUk or hd 

euv «! : #10 sw>pp!"3i £»»•><«•> 




AMERICAN-MADE 
TREE-FREE PAPER 

10% Hemp/10% Esparto Grass/6o% Agricultural 
By-Product/2o% Post-Consumer 

By using this paper you become a participant in the solution to cutting 
the forests for pulp & paper. And, you are helping solve the problem 
of 1 .5 billion tons of agricultural waste that’s taxing our landfills. 

Save the Forests! Demand Tree-Free Paper! 
A QUALITY AND EARTH-FRIENDLY PRODUCT 

Milled in the United States for use in photocopiers & laserprinters. 
Call us for your paper needs. Wholesale orders welcome. 

1-800-309-2974 

"A New Product for a New Era" 

Tradition Bond ™ Non-wood Paper Products 
1430 Willamette SL *367, Eugene, OR 97401 
Phone. 503/342-2974 Fax. 503/687-77 44 



TAKE HEART! 


we promise "Plain talk for 
Interesting Times." 
Politics, ecology, 
social justice, animals, 
city/country issues. 
From the heart. 
Opinion 0 Fiction © Poetry 
$3.50, sample; $28, 1 yr. sub. 


| COUNTRY CONNECTIONS 


P.O. Box 6748 
Dept EF 

Pine Mountain, CA 96222-6748 
80S.242A047 
fax 805. 242. 5704 

e-mail coountryink@aol.com 


Foundation For A New 
Consciousness: Transform 
yourself through literature, art, 
music. $10. Free brochure. 

Westgate House 
56 Westgate 
San Francisco, CA 
94127-2738 


Tfione 
J-Come . 


Now you can call anywhere 
on the planet, save money 
and benefit the EF! Journal 
all at the same time! 


With the new Affinity Long 
Distance program, your rates will 
be custom set 10%* below your 
current long-distance carrier’s 
charges, including any discount 
plan! The EF! Journal then earns 
5% of your phone bill total. 


SIGN UP TODAY! CALL OR 
WRITE FOR AN APPLICATION: 

Earth First! Journal 
POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 741-9191 


‘Most small businesses will save 20%! 


Two colors of green 
silk-screened onto 
natural cotton 

proceeds will help 
support Jailed 
activists 

Si7.es s K L XL 

plus a few Jr XXL 

Send Si?. 90 to: 

0 erve /Mallard Support 
P0 Box 3269 
T> ullman, WA. 99165 


The shaded box below is 
for subscription sales 
commissioners' addresses 
Write your name in here 
if you sell a $25 

subscription to someone 
and we will send you $5. 

IPS A DEAL 
YOU CAN'T 
PASS UP! 


HOW ABOUT A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE JOURNAL!?! 



Clip and send to 

EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL 

Subscriptions, PO Box 1415 
Eugene, OR 97440 
(503)741-9191 

O$500 Lifetime Subscription 




O $25 Regular Rate 

O $15-20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library 
CD $35 (US$) Surface Mail, International 

O $ DONATION 

Subscriber Name 


O $35 First Class Mail: US, Canada or Mexico 
CD $35 Brown Bag (First Class in a plain wrapper) 
CD $45 (US$) Air Mail, International 
CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 


Address 
City 


State 


Zip. 


Country. 


The Earth First! Journal subscription list is confidential. If you use an alias, make sure that the post office knows that you, 
or someone, is getting mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. And don't worry, we never trade lists. 
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: Action 


ie Boycott Quarterly 
POB 30727, Seattle, WA 98103 
Carmageddon c/o EF!UK 
9 Cazenove Road 
London, N16 6PA UK 
Cascadia Fire Ecology 
Education Project 
POB 3563, Eugene, OR 97403 
Coast Watch 

POB 1811, Rockland, ME 04841 
Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers 
Video Project 
POB 7941. Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 7284)867 


(510) 376-7329, fax (510) 631-7958 
Kids for Konservation 
Eagle Watch (temporary address) 
c/o mi, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 
Ranching Task Force 
POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 
(602) 578-3173 

Sea Defense Alliance (SeDnA) 
POB 67J21, Scotts Valley, OA 95067 
Video Warriors/Wise Use Watch 
Pt >B 2182 , Berkeley, CA 94702 
Warrior Poets Society 
ASUC Box 361 
Berkeley, CA 94720- 1111 


For changes to the 
directory write or call: 


Earth First! Journal 
POB 1415 
Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 741 9191 


Earth First! Directory 


913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 


ALASKA 

Alaska EF! Wally World 

POB 670647, Chugiak, AK 99567 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

ARIZONA 

Phoenix EF! 

POB 8795, Phoenix, AZ 85066 
Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
CALIFORNIA 
Northcoast EF! 

POB 4796, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-7088 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Cherney 

POB 34, Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
(707) 839-5847 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Nevada County EF! 

374 Mill St., Grass Valley, CA 95945 
(916) 274-2956 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

Bay Area EF! Hotline (510) 848-8724 

Wiley Coyote 

POB 74283, Davis, CA 95617 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 72291, Davis, CA 95616 
(916) 753-1678 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
N. Orange County EF! 

POB 693, Yorba Linda, CA 92686-0693 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4960-593, Irvine, CA 92716 
(714) 451-3578 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 906-6833 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102 
Pasadena, CA 91107-6921 
(909) 338-5856 
Mojave EF! 

POB 842, Barstow, CA 92312-0842 
(619) 961-8489 
mojaveef@envirolink.org 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 33663, San Diego, CA 92163 

COLORADO 

Walkabout 

POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 
(303) 943-2354 
San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 

Michael Lewinski 

2040 16th St., Boulder, CO 80302 

(303) 443-7436 

Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
aq328@freenet.hsc.colorado.edu 
Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 
The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Kirsten Atkins 

POB S92, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Roaring Fork EF! 

Ill Polo Road 

Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Alachua EF! 

3108 SE 16th Terr, Gainesville, FL 32641 
(904) 375-1454 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
205 Memorial Hall 
Athens, GA 30609 
(706) 542-8102 

HAWAII 

Christopher Hope-Cowing 
POB 1031, Makawao, HI 96768 
(808) 572-2546 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation 
1501 1/2 N. 13th St., Boise, ID 83702 
(208) 345-8077 
Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 882-9755, fax (208) 883-0727 
ILLINOIS 
Chicago EF! 

POB 6424, Evanston, IL 60204 
Red Buffalo EF! 

POB 185, Normal, IL 61761 
Shawnee EF! 


(618) 549-7387 

INDIANA 

South Central Indiana EF! 

POB 411, Madison, IN 47250 

MAINE 

Maine EF! 

POB 183, Harmony, ME 04942 
Solon EF! 

RFD 1, Box 4025, Solon, ME 04979 
Bob and Amy 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
MARYLAND 
Anacostia-Rock Creek EF! 

POB 5625, Takoma Park, MD 20913 
(301) 270-0857 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Mass EF! 

POB 708, Littleton, MA 01460-2708 
Eco-boy 

POB 3150, Martha's Vineyard, MA 02557 

Mid-Connecticut River Valley EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 

MINNESOTA 

Big Woods EF! 

c/o Arise! Bookstore 

2441 Lyndale Ave. South 

Minneapolis, MN 55405 

MI S SOURI 

Big River EF! 

50 Clarkson Ctr., Suite 493 
Chesterfield, MO 63017 
Ray O McCall 
Rt. 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 

(314) 443-6832 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 3093, St. Louis, MO 63130 

(314) 862-5343 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies BiodiversityProject 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 585-9211 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Road 
Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 

NEW IERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 

POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 

(201) 748-4322 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 40445, Albuquerque, NM 87196 
(505) 256-9184 
NEW YORK 

Greater Adirondack Bioregion 
1523 Phoenix Avenue 
Schenectady, NY 12308 
Wetlands Preserve/James Hansen 
161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244, fax (212) 925-8715 
Foghorn 

Quadrilateral Commisson 
POB 703, Huntington, NY 11743 
(516) 424-6499 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

POB 14113, Cleveland, OH 44114 
(216) 397-9295 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 

Hock-Hocking Watershed EF! 
Whaley Mander 

8 N. Court St. # 307, Athens, OH 45701 
(614) 594-6400 

OKLAHOMA 

Ecocentric Vegans EF! 

POB 891646, OKC, OK 73189-1646 

OREGON 
Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll. SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Central Ecotopia EF! 

427 SW Madison #113 
Corvallis, OR 97333 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(503) 343-7305, swef@efn.org 
Kangaroo EF! 

POB 332, Williams ,OR 97544 
Kalmiopsis EF! 


POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(503) 592-3386 

Blue Mts. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Preserve Appalacian Wilderness/ 
Mid-Atlantic Biodiversity Project 
917 Church St., Indiana, PA 15701 
(412) 349-5936 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave., Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 237-A Elk Ln., Montrose, PA 18801 

TENNESSEE 
Katuah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(615) 624-3939 

TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

POB 7292, U Stn., Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 320-0413 
Corpus Christi EF! 

4114 Claudia 
Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W 700 S, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Two Rivers EF! 

POB 85, Sharon, VT 05065 
Biodiversity Liberation Front 
The ALARM 

J.R., POB 804, Burlington, VT 05402 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(703) 885-6983 

Massive Retaliation 

2129 General Booth Blvd. #253 

Virginia Beach, VA 23454-5872 

(804) 468-3180 

Sherman 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 

WASHINGTON 

Olympic EF! 

112 Umatilla 

Port Townsend, WA 98368 
Seattle EF! WA EF! Bulletin 
POB 60164, Seattle, WA 98160 
CheetwootEF! ENTMOOT! 

POB 10147, Olympia, WA 98502 
The Collective (Attn: Brooke) 

113 Bell St., Seattle, WA 98121 
WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 
Rt. 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 
(304) 754-9161 
Wishetee 

POB 226, Glenville, WV 26351 

WISCONSIN 

Midwest Headwaters Journal 
Sr Midwest Headwaters Action 
c/o Madison Peace Co-op 
731 State, Madison, WI 53711 
(608) 255-8765 or (608) 241-9426 
Hank Bruse 
235 Travis Drive 
Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 
(715) 423-5636 
North Forests EF! 

POB 725, Oshkosh, WI 54902 
(414) 426-2357 

Support 

Jailed 

Activists 

Rod Coronado 
03895000 FCI 
R. R.I #$2, Box 9000 
Saftord, AZ 85546 

Lise Olson 
B 48426, POB 5001 
Dwight, IL 60420 

National Activist Network 

POB 19515 

Sacramento, CA 95819 
(916) 452-7179 


Fund for Wild Nature 

A non-profit, tax-exempt foundation 
which funds scientific research, 
education and literature projects. 
Funding proposals can be sent to: 

Fund for Wild Nature 

POB 1657 

Corvallis, OR 97339 
(503) 757-1780 


Donate and subscribe to the Earth First! Journal. Send some of these local groups 
your extra money, cause with all these actions, they sure could use some, too. 
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Death and the Afternoon p^SSfor 


March Mourns Idaho Salmon 


by Woody Beardsley 

There is a chaos 
• • -v adage a i unit the 

a hur- 

ricane on the other side » 

of the globe. It is an jg&SEM ~m 

interesting notion; for 
every action, a reaction. 

It has about it a certain 
humility , a recognition 
that we know very little 
about !he potential im- 
pacts of our doings. |^E^B|^EpBap^WFlyii 

It was the first thing r® 

that came to mind the 
other day in the after- 
math of a bizarre and 
wonderful event in the 
town of Salmon, Idaho. " 

A town where just eight y- - “ T 

months ago the citizens — ••• 

held a rally protesting a ^ 

federal court injunction tibtmf ' i ^i -» , ■' ■ ■■ -- < -- 

written to save the Chi- ||| m 

nook salmon. A town 

4|MBg»yt)g ■?.. ... • . =•■ »■■ vfWMtvp 

where bumper stickers jSjpTSfci-v 

read "Environmental- . - Tm • \ 

ists Welcome! We 
haven't had a hanging in years!" 

It was called a Salmon Parade in the permit application, 
but it was really a funeral — a macabre salmon death- 
march for the Chinook runs that once graced the local 
waters. At high noon on a hot, dry, mid-September day, 


A hearse leads the Chinook salmon death-march 

fifteen men and women, all dressed in black, all wearing 
mourning veils and all donning death masks, proceeded 
in a slow agonizing march down the main street of 
Salmon. The procession started on the South end of town 

continued on page 6 


Timber Wars: The Roman Dunn Campaign 


by Gladys and Myrtyl Dunn 

Refuge 

More Salvage Rider news: It's not 
just "dead and dying trees," or "asso- 
ciated trees." Three hundred million 
board feet from the infamous 1989 
Section 318 "Rider From Hell" are due 
to be cut — no environmental regs, no 
citizen oversight, no legal recourse. 
Nothing. Sales are popping up all over 
the Coast Range of Oregon with names 
like "Black Jack," "Whitts End" and 
"Beaver Dunn." First on the chopping 
block is "Roman Dunn," nestled in 
the headwaters of the Whittaker Creek 
drainage along the ridge of Roman 
Nose Mountain, 30 miles southwest 
of Eugene. The sale consists of three 
units totaling 140 acres of virgin for- 
est. The (sort of) good news is that 
Units 1 and 2 are tied up in court 
battles because of confirmed marbled 
murrelet occupancy. Bad news is that 
Unit 3 is being cut as we speak. 

The crooked contours of the Roman 
Dunn forests stand out like an island 
in a sea of clearcuts and shoulder-high 
tree plantations. Thirty miles from 
the flatlands of the Willamette Valley, 
twenty miles from the Pacific Ocean, 


the 300-500 year old trees are part of 
the last two percent of the Oregon 
Coast Range's ancient temperate rain 
forests. For marbled murrelets, North- 
ern spotted owls, tailed frogs, South- 
ern torrent salamanders, bears and 
cougars, the lush forest is a refuge in 
the midst of a decimated landscape — 
one of the last parcels of land ensuring 
their survival. 

For Don Oakes and Ralph Hull, co- 
owners of Hull-Oakes Lumber Com- 
pany of Monroe, Oregon, Roman 
Dunn is another sort of refuge. With 
the release of "318" sales under Sec- 
tion K of the Salvage Rider, precious 
habitat previously closed to timber 
extraction is now available all over the 
Pacific Northwest. Hull-Oakes' old- 
fashioned steam-powered mill relies 
exclusively on old-growth logs. For 
this obsolete mill, the old Roman Dunn 
timber is a last chance at life. The large 
beams that Hull-Oakes produces are 
rapidly being phased out of the mar- 
ket in favor of smaller laminated beams 
made from second and third growth 
trees. The Roman Dunn sales will reap 
huge profits for their company, and 
keep the 80-worker mill in operation 
for another five months — until it, like 


the old growth, is a part of history. 

Like the plantation owners of the 
antebellum South, Hull and Oakes are 
willing to go to war to prolong the 
dying gasps of an economic system as 
exploitative as it is unjust. "This com- 
pany is proud of its record of more 
continued on page 29 


Sissies: Living 
up to the Legend 

by Karyn Strickler 

The Endangered Species Act (ESA) is 
our main line of defense against glo- 
bal extinctions that scientists predict 
may otherwise be up to 10,000 times 
the natural rate. Over 500 species have 
become extinct in North America since 
the beginning of our country's history, 
and scientists estimate that we are 
losing up to 100 species a day around 
the world. The number of threatened 
species is thought to be around 9,000. 

Given the current crisis, it is difficult 
to imagine how national environmen- 
tal groups could justify their contin- 
ued existence if the Endangered Spe- 
cies Act (ESA), the crown jewel of our 
nation's environmental laws, is weak- 
ened or destroyed. In 1994, when these 
groups should have moved aggres- 
sively to strengthen the ESA, fear and 
bureaucratic inertia caused them to 
delay. In 1995, when preservation of 
the Act in a hostile Congress requires 
active delay, these same factors are 
pushing some groups to embrace 
changes that would grievously weaken 
the Act. 

Just as in 1994, when I directed the 
national Endangered Species Coali- 
tion, there is still no leadership among 
national groups for preserving or 
strengthening the ESA. There is still 
no courage. There is still no national 
environmental group willing to take 
real responsibility for preserving the 
ESA, along with the credit for each 
small victory, which are few and far 
between of late. America's flagship ( 
environmental groups are still top- 
heavy bureaucracies in which self-per- 1 
petuation has replaced environmental ^ 
protection as the primary goal. The 
organizations are still out of touch with 
the public and grassroots activists and 
engaged in destructive competition for 
media coverage and funding. 

What has changed since 1994 is the 
entire US Congress. The Republican- 
dominated 104th Congress would like 
nothing better than to destroy the 
Endangered Species Act, but they 
should not do so with the compliance 
of the national environmental groups. 
While there is little chance of strength- 
ening the ESA in this Congress, there 
is still every chance of keeping it alive. 

Fear on the part of the national envi- 
ronmental groups is created, at least in 
part, by vociferous opponents of en- 
dangered species protection. The fac- 
tion that the national groups fear most 
is the "property rights" movement. 
The "wise use movement" and their 
industry cohorts are loud and mean; 
national environmental groups need 

continued on page 27 


EARTH FI RST! 


NO COMPROMISE IN THE DEFENSE OF MOTHER EARTH! 

PO Box 1415 • EUGENE, OREGON 97440 • (541) 741-9191 


So, why not Earth First!?! 


Over the past few years a number of hard-working Earth 
First! activists have chosen to fight for the Earth using a name 
other than Earth First!. These activists have formed groups to 
litigate, legislate or organize for environmental causes in the 
style of Earth First!. Why are they unwilling to act in the name 
of EF!? After all, many of them started their activism with EF!, 
learned how to be effective through EF!, and collected envi- 
ronmental contacts through EF!. Why then do they change 
their names when they attempt to "legitimize"? Do they, 
along with the mainstream press and the Wise Use move- 
ment, believe that EF! is not a legitimate environ- ^ yl 
mental group? — 

Some common reasons given for ditching the , ^ 
i name Earth First! include: fears of losing legiti- 
\ macy in the eyes of the public, oppression by the 
'government and/or losing funding. -g 1 

Recently, a national environmental group 
(known to some as EF! lobbyists) put together a 
letter to Clinton demanding a repeal of the "Log- 
ging without Laws" salvage rider. They contacted the 
EF! Journal as well as other environmental groups to sign the 
letter with them. We gladly agreed. Much to our surprise, the 
invitation was later withdrawn .because the lobbying group 
feared repercussions from associating with EF!. A number of 
compromising environmental groups were on that list, but 
we weren't afraid of sullying our reputation by association. 
We signed because the message was important. 

I What is wrong with being associated with EF!? Why doesn't 

\ the name Earth First! instantly bring to mind some of our 
successes? After all, EF! protests, not Sierra Club calendars, 
made the spotted owl a household word. The victorious 
| campaign to save Mt. Graham in Arizona was led by a San 
Carlos Apache/Earth First! coalition. The redwoods of Head- 
waters Grove in California was mapped, named and publi- 
cized by EF! . After a series of EF! actions protesting roadbuilding 
in southern California, dozens of ordinary citizens locked 
down to heavy machinery and the mayor of Laguna Beach 
raised her fist and howled. In England, Earth First!, working 
with a variety of other "mainstream" groups, has been hugely 
successful stopping new roads. Logging and roadbuilding in 
the Cove/Mallard area of Idaho have been severely curtailed 
due to four years of continual EF! harassment. Warner Creek 
and the sales in the Gifford Pinchot National Forest have not 
been logged, undoubtedly, in part due to a continual EF! 
presence in those areas. 

So why not Earth First!? 

To those who fear government oppression, we just want to 
say two words: Judi Bari and Darryl Chemey (OK, four... well, 
five actually). They organized so effectively as EF!ers that they 
were bombed. We would be naive to think the government 
didn't play a role in the bombing and/or the cover-up. You 
can't get much more oppressed than someone trying to kill 
you, yet they've never backed down. If the government is 
paranoid about you, it means you're being effective; if you're 
paranoid about them, it means they're being effective. Plus, 


m 


strength really does lie in numbers in mass organizing 
campaigns. When we self-censor and hide in closets, we 
isolate those on the front lines. 

So why not Earth First!? 

Some might say because they don't want to lose their 
501(c)(3) non-profit status and thereby their funding base. 
Face it! There is no 501(c)(3) on a dead planet. Plus, many EF! 
groups are funded as non-profits. They can't use the money 
for bail or fines, but they do use the money for direct action. 

At a time when the President has suspended all environ- 
p* mental laws to allow "salvage logging," and the 
^ Republican Congress is having its way with Mother 
Nature, no nonviolent, uncompromising tactic 
l*' should be left untried. The race to protect the 
,J Earth needs everyone. And (you should be able 
V £ to see this coming by now), why not do it under 
the name of Earth First!? 

Recently, numerous "mainstream" enviros 
went so far as to commit civil disobedience (egad!). 
If they are willing to go a step farther, why aren't we? 
As other environmentalists, traditionally more mellow than 
us, are starting to realize that direct action is a powerful tool 
for change, why should we be shying away from it? People 
across the US are calling for an end to commercial logging in 
our National Forests. Where is the Earth First! Zero Cut, Zero 
Mining, Zero Grazing campaign? 

We're backsliding, people! Are we hallucinating for think- 
ing that the forces of misery — for lack of a better term let's call 
them the "right" — are extremely well-organized and effec- 
tive at pushing their agenda? One of the reasons for their 
success must be that they promote monoculture for all life 
forms. Diversity is much more challenging to organize to- 
wards. Unity among those of us with common goals and 
different methods is essential to our success. 

If for whatever reason the name Earth First! does not 
appeal, don't use it; but please recognize that it is divisive to 
the environmental movement as a whole to publicly disown 
and/or denounce Earth First! while privately thinking we're 
the most exciting creatures in the freak show. And quit< 
frankly, we're getting tired of the double standard of people] 
denouncing us in the press and then smoking our pot aroun< 
the campfire. Are people only willing to associate with us ii 
the dark of night? 

Put on an Earth First! t-shirt (see page 36 if you don't have 
one), wear it loud and wear it proud! Until everyone on the 
planet knows the importance of putting the Earth first, we 
cannot afford to weaken our message. 

We're not saying put Earth First! first, but in these dying 
days of the Earth, we all have to put the Earth first! 

— Leslie Hemstreet and Jim Flynn 


Remember, consumerism isn't bad if it supports something good 
(hey, we gotta pay the bills, too!), so feel free to do your holiday 
shopping at the EF! Store at the comer of page 36th and 37th. 



Sawwaw 

by Peggy Sue McRae 

Samhain, Halloween or Day of the Dead celebrates the mystery of life and 
death. In Ireland the feast of the dead was called the Vigil ofSaman. Saman, lord 
of death reigns over the world of ancestral ghosts. 

Harvest is complete. First frosts brings about dormancy and hibernation. 
Mother Nature inhales age, sickness, and exhaustion into her body for the 
healing transformation of winter's sleep. The membrane that separates common 
reality from the spirit world is thin. It is the task of the shaman to pierce this 
membrane and travel into the spirit world returning with valuable information 
for her tribe. On Halloween night the fabric of space-time loosens its weave. 
Falling through may be unavoidable. This is especially true if you happen upon 
a dark crossroad at midnight or peel an apple while looking into a mirror. 
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you would like them returned. If you want 
confirmation of receipt of a submission, 
please request it. We encourage submis- 
sions on Macintosh disks or via EcoNet. 
Art or photographs (prints are best, nega- 
tives are good, slides are fair) are desirable 
to illustrate articles and essays. They will 
be returned if requested. 
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surface delivery is $35 and airmail is $45. 
Corporate and law enforcement rate is $45. 

Deadline for the next issue is: 

November 30 
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Sex and Breeding in the 20th Century 


by Kelpie Wilson 

Gee, I get really bummed out when 
someone tells me I can't even ques- 
tion something, like in the article "To 
Breed or Not to Breed... That is Not the 
Question." [Mabon '95, Journal] Ac- 
cording to the piece, there is only one 
way I can look at the problem of over- 
population: "Corporate-patriarchal 
political and economic dominion is at 
the root of humyn overpopulation. 
The problem is not ultimately about 
individual wimmin's choices. " But that 
is like saying that because corpora- 
tions have organized a society of waste- 
ful consumerism, our individual 
choices between buying chemical junk 
food vs. organic vegetables, for in- 
stance, don't matter. The truth as 1 see 
it is, that there is a lot of "junk" repro- 
duction going on in our society right 
now, among people who have choices 
and ought to know better. 

If I am to be politically correct, ac- 
cording to the article, I cannot criti- 
cize any woman's choices, whether 
she is an immature teen mother brain- 
washed by Christian fundamentalists, 
a career woman producing "trophy 
children" that she abandons with 
strangers, a drug-addled mother who 
has five brain-damaged kids, or any 
well-meaning but unthinking middle- 
class woman who has more than two 
kids. It is certainly possible to see all 
these examples as victims of patriar- 
chy, but 1 don't like to always cast 
women as victims. In the United States, 
in 1995, most women have real choices 
in reproduction. Not all women truly 

understand the social and ecological 

consequences of their choices, and 
education is important. But if we are 
not even allowed to talk about the 
pros and cons of reproduction, how 
can this education occur? 

I really appreciate the Voluntary Hu- 
man Extinction Movement (VHEMT) 
and would like to take a moment to 
defend it. VHEMT was created out of a 
deep love for the earth and a passionate 
attachment to the continuance of evo- 
lution. I find its approach to be the 
opposite of the "insipid hatefulness" 
the piece accuses it of: VHEMT is ex- 


tremely accepting and compassionate 
about people's past choices. There is 
nothing in any VHEMT publication that 
blames any person or group for the 
population problem. It merely recog- 
nizes the role our species as a whole 
takes in wiping out life on the rest of the 
planet and sees our extinction as a last 
ditch solution. VHEMT asks that you 
consider the merit of allowing evolu- 
tion to continue by voluntarily re- 
fraining from reproduction 
to encour- 
age 



our 

species to 
die out. 

You are 
also not 
required 

to take VHEMT seriously. 1 mostly like it 
because it makes me laugh. 

VHEMT is also to be commended for 
not targeting women for reproductive 
control: They have focused on encour- 
aging men to take responsibility for 
contraception. VHEMT even has a fund 
to help men pay for vasectomies. 

I really have no argument with most 
of the pieces arguments about the ter- 
rible, bloody history of patriarchy and 
its role as the primary accelerator of 
human overpopulation. Patriarchy 
sucks, and you almost can't say it too 
loud or too strong. But I don't agree 
that there was no population problem 
before patriarchy. On the contrary, 
there is considerable evidence that 
population pressure was a formative 
factor in the development of patriar- 
chy as we know it. 


Anthropology has found interest- 
ing correlations between population 
pressure in a society and the status of 
women. For instance, in New Guinea, 
there is one isolated region where a 
virus causes very high mortality. Con- 
sequently, fertility is celebrated and 
women are held in very high regard 
and gently and respectfully treated — 
somewhat like the "partnership soci- 
eties" that are 
idealized in 
books like The 
Chalice and the 
Blade. On other 
parts of the island, 
where there is no 
virus, people live 
longer, popula- 
tion pressure is 
higher and 
people 
don't 
know 
what to do 
with all the 
babies they 
make. Women are 
treated like slaves, 
beaten, and never given 
enough to eat. Men are taught 
to regard women as basically 
repulsive. This may reduce 
the amount of sexual in- 
tercourse that takes place, 
but it also sets up an incredibly schizo- 
phrenic psychology about desire and 
sex, reminiscent of our legacy from 
the European Victorians. 

There are many other examples like 
this, but the most significant is prob- 
ably all of the many societies that 
have practiced female infanticide. 
When overpopulation threatens group 
survival, the only way to control it 
(without modern contraceptives and 
abortion) is to practice infanticide. 
Killing more girl babies minimizes the 
total number of infants that must be 
done away with, since reducing the 
number of males has little effect on 
the reproductive capacity of the group. 
This unfortunate biological fact cre- 
ates the perfect conditions for con- 
centrating male power and devaluing 
women. Female infanticide has been 


prevalent in all places and times: from 
the Amazon and China to 19th cen- 
tury Europe. Currently in China, 
couples are using ultrasound to guar- 
antee that their one child per family 
is a son and aborting potential girls. 

So what is wrong with urgingwomen 
to have fewer or no children as a way to 
fight patriarchy and ecological destruc- 
tion? Industrial Workers of the World 
leader Elizabeth Gurley Flynn urged 
women to a pregnancy strike to cut off 
the supply of "cannon fodder," and to 
keep wages high. On Earth Day 1970, 
Vassar College valedictorian Stephanie 
Mills shocked the country by announc-' 
ing that she would resist ecological 
destruction by refusing to breed. This is 
the kind of consciousness that I think 
it is important to develop and encour- 
age in a positive way. 

Finally, I am wondering about how 
much the radical eco-movement re- 
ally does bash women in the move- 
ment who choose to reproduce. To 
give the article some credit, 1 am sure 
it does happen at least a little bit. For 
instance, I have never liked the 
bumpersticker, "Pregnancy - Another 
Deadly Sexually Transmitted Disease." 
To me it puts down women because I 
am aware of the long struggle of 
women to de-medicalize pregnancy. 
Male doctors have always treated preg- 
nancy like a disease when it is a natu- 
ral bodily function. Whoever came up 
with that bumpersticker probably 
wasn't aware of the connotation. 

I think "Thank you for not breed- 
ing." is great. The article implies that 
the term "breeding" is a put down. 
Perhaps because it is associated with 
animals. I have no problem being as- 
sociated with animals. I would like to 
hear specific stories from women in 
the movement who feel they have 
been bashed for having children so 
that we could get some idea of how 
serious and widespread this is. I haven't 
heard of many instances, but if there's 
a problem I think we are more likely to 
solve it by looking at specific cases 
than by hitting everybody over the 
head with long rants on patriarchy. 


continued on page 23 


Letters to the Editors 


Sugarloaf 

Dear EF! Journal: 

Life under the rescissions bill 
will get pretty ugly. If they take 
away our right to go to court, we 
have no recourse but to rebel in 
whatever form is necessary. That 
undoubtedley includes monkey- 
wrenching. Down here in the 
Sugarloaf campaign, some people 
elected to get arrested in the clas- 
sic Gandhian style, "till the jails 
are overflowing..." (Refrains of 
Cecila Ostrow singing that line 
still reverbrate in my head.) Well, 
Josephine County jails are already 
overflowing with meth freaks and 
wife abusers. And they should be 
overflowing with enviros, but it 
ain't happening (yet). My point 
is that an activist should think 
twice before shooting one's wad 
right off in a civil disobedience. 
We had to sign a release agree- 
ment to get out of jail which 
stated that we couldn't enter the 


closure. A major chilling effect, 
the possibility of getting con- 
tempt of court charges if caught 
in the closure again. My advice is 
to hold off on the civil disobedi- 
ence and go into the woods. If 
you end up in jail, don't sign any 
release agreements which pro- 
hibit going back in. They'll spit 
you out soon enough. 

Signed, 

— The Committee's Almanac 

Les U. Knight 

To the Editor, 

Glad to see the Blank Wall filled 
again. It's a terrific opportunity 
for Earth-centered groups to 
affordably get their messages out 
where they can be heard and 
discussed. 

Speaking of discussion, the 
front page article of the Bitchin' 
Times prompts me to respond to 
concerns that the Voluntary Hu- 


man Extinction Movement 
might be influenced by misogyny 
and patriarchy. 

I can't speak for all VHEMT 
Volunteers, but it seems like most 
of us are in agreement with the 
egalitarian views Annie expressed. 
Many feel that refusing to breed 
another sacrificial human to feed 
the sexist, racist, capitalist beast 
called patriarchy is one good way 
to stop supporting it. 

As a privileged male, I can't 
know what it feels like to grow up 
enduring sexist discrimmination 
and all the inequities that go 
along with it. But I understand 
the feeling of righteous rage 
against hierarchical domination. 
Anger is an appropriate response 
to the horrors this fascism per- 
petuates. We just have to be carful 
what we do with our anger be- 
cause the damage starts within, 
and may hurt those closest to us. 

My "hands and politics" are 


Letters to the Editors are welcome from anyone 
ABOUT ANYTHING. HOWEVER, LETTERS UNDER 
300 WORDS IN LENGTH HAVE A MUCH GREATER 
CHANCE OF ACTUALLY BEING PUBLISHED. 


not on women's wombs — they 
are on men's balls... er, let me 
rephrase that. I recommend male 
responsibility for contraception, 
vasectomies and condoms, to free 
women from the patriarchal dic- 
tatorship of unwanted pregnancy. 

Also, it's gender-neutral to point 
out that the intentional creation 
of one more of us by any couple 
anywhere can't be justified in light 
of the tens of thousands of chil- 
dren who die from malnutrition 
each day, and considering the 
millions of species going extinct 
as a result of our activities. 

Misconceptions are bound to 
occur, no matter how careful we 
are being. So I recommend that 
all who didn't read These EXIT 
Times, which was posted on the 
Brigid Blank Wall, order one by 
sending an SASE to the address 
below, and see for yourselves. 

Life is too short to waste our 
energy on friction when it could 



be turned into momentum. We 
don’t even have lifetimes to waste 
any more. These are bitchin' 
times, these exit times we're livin' 
in today, and they are tight. 

— Les U. Knight 
PO Box 86646 
Portland, OR 97286-0646 
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by Holly Harris 

On September 20, 1995, the Forest Dis-Service 
came to cut the Cripps Bend timber sale in Illnois' 
Shawnee National Forest eight years after its origi- 
nal purchase. After a successful tree-hugging action 
that halted the logging at the end of July, activists 
obtained a temporary restraining order (TRO) pend- 
ing a lawsuit by Bill Cronin of the Regional 
Association of Concerned Environmentalists 
(RACE). The lawsuit is based on the Forest Service's 
improper monitoring techniques for the federally 
endangered Indiana bat (Myotis sodalis) according 
to US Fish and Wildlife Service standards. 

After several extensions on the TRO, the well 
ran dry on September 12. Forest Supervisor Louise 
Odegard signed a closure order to facilitate the 
eviction of activists encamped there so logging 
could begin. The Forest Service wanted to sneak 
the cut out before the judge heard the case in 
order to make the lawsuit moot. 

Forest Service agents and loggers rolled in on 
September 21. The Freddies notified the Earth 
Firstlers at the base camp that there was a closure 
order in effect and that they would have to break 
camp and get out of there within the hour. While 
trying to comply with the request, two of the 
activists' vehicles were towed away. Luckily, the 
cars were bailed out before nightfall for (unluck- 
ily) $ 100 each. At least it was cars and not humans 
getting arrested this time. 

At that time two long-time Shawnee activists — 
Dr. Joe and Jim — were arrested and ticketed, re- 
spectively, for being in a closed area. The closure 
order was not properly marked, posted at the 
entrance with only two little signs with attached 
maps that did not accurately show the closed area 
or have the correct boundaries. That day, the 
loggers worked until nightfall felling as many 
trees as possible in order to get the cut out. 

When the Forest Circus showed up for work the 
next day two EFlers, Miss Eileen and Holly were 
stuck, partially cemented in two areas of the logging 
road. It took a total of 12 agents over two hours of 
sweating and mumbling under their breaths to dig 
the women out and arrest them. They were charged 
with closure violations and "Resisting and/or inter- 
fering with a Forest Service officer." 


The author standing by the tree she saved by huggtng it. 


Day three of logging: A 15-person prayer vigil 
was blocking the skid trail as the trucks pulled up. 
After forcing the activists to move away from the 
trail, one woman, Kristen, was arrested because she 
did not move quite as fast as the police officer 
would have liked. Later that day another activist 
was arrested for supposedly being in a closed area 
and playing cat and mouse with the loggers. 


especially during nesting season. The new plan 
must consider the effects of logging, oil, and gas 
extraction on fish and wildlife species as well as the 
cumulative effects of the activities the Forest Ser- 
vice allows in the forest. 

This is a major victory considering that this is the 
second time in less than a decade that environmen- 
talists have used the courts to force the Forest 


Not on vacation — having fun anyway. 


Later on, activists and Freddies were alerted that 
a tree-sitter had been found in the closed area. 
"Batman" sat poised and proud for three days in 
his tree while ten people supported him from 
outside the closure boundary. "Batman" has yet to 
be identified or apprehended, and may soon be 
coming to a forest near you. 

For the final day of action before the hearing, 
September 26, four brave hardwood heroines faced 
down the Freddies, logging trucks, 'dozers and a 
fellerbuncher in the morning. The women blocked 
the logging road using good old-fashioned 
lockboxes and enlisting the additional support of 
two trees. The six together kept the engines of 
destruction out for over an hour that morning 
while irate loggers waited in their trucks and an- 
noyed agents scrambled to remove the women. 

Finally, the 27th arrived and the judge could 
hear the RACE court case, but all was in vain 
because the Forest Dis-Service had stolen, raped 
and pillaged so much of the hardwoods that the 
case was now moot. They had managed to get the 
cut out, but we had our 
own victory. 

In a related court case 
filed jointly by RACE and 
the Sierra Club in 1994, 
the same federal judge 
ruled on September 
25,1995 that the Forest 
Service must rework 
many sections of the 
Shawnee National Forest 
Management Plan. 

The judge said that the 
Forest Service will have 
to change their proce- 
dures with respect to off- 
road vehicles (ATVs). 

They also must examine 
how fragmentation of the 
Shawnee Forest effects mi- 
gratory songbird habitat, 


Service to amend the Shawnee National Forest Plan . 

The original plan which was written in 1986 was 
amended in 1 992 by another RACE lawsuit. We will 
return to court December 8 to negotiate an injunc- 
tion describing what specific activities the FS will be 
allowed while the plan is being reworked over the 
next two years. We hope to obtain an injunction 
against all logging activities including: commercial, 
stand improvement, supposed "restoration" pine 
thinning, and wildlife openings. We also hope to 
gain an injunction against any oil and gas leasing as 
well as an order against new ATV trails. 

The Forest Dis-Service did manage to steal the 
Cripps Bend timber sale, but Shawnee activists 
taught them a couple of lessons. First, they will 
never be able to get a timber sale out of the 
Shawnee National Forest without a hell of a fight, 
and expending lots of time, money and grief. 
Second, we will never compromise in defense of 
our Shawnee hardwoods! In memory of Cripps 
Bend: Never give up the fight to stop the rape of our 
public lands, and always put the Earth First! 


Shawnee activists watch their natural heritage roll away. 


Six-Day Stand in the Shawnee 
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Dig gi ng In At Warner Creek 



"Is that the road down there?" Activists from Audobon, Native Forest 
Council and EF! have a conference in the bottom of Evolution Creek. 


by Matt Rossell 

As the first snow falls above 4,500 feet in the 
Willamette National Forest, all who live there are 
preparing for the upcoming winter, including Earth 
Firstiers. The vine maples are bursting bright red to 
welcome the season, the Douglas firs are moving 
their water into their outer bark to make themselves 
ready for the frost, and the activists at Warner Creek 
are digging in (literally) for a long and productive 
winter campaign. 

Ignited by arsonists in October 1991, the Warner 
Creek burn area spans 9,000 acres. Warner Creek 
stands alone as the only salvage timber sale that has 
remained uncut for five years following a fire. On 
September 6, Judge Michael Hogan lifted the in- 
junction that once protected Warner Creek from 
the saws because Clinton's salvage rider rendered 
legal arguments moot (see articles in last issue). 

Predicting that outcome, EFIers moved in to re- 
claim their public road and close it to corporate 
lawlessness. Ever since, a peaceful tribe has occu- 
pied the road to physically stop logging. Thomas 
Creek Logging Co. has purchased the first 16 acres 
of nine million board feet to be "salvaged" along 
Bunchgrass Ridge and in the Kelsey Creek water- 
shed. Activists have kept the fellers and Freddies 
away with no arrests, and their battle cry echoes 
across the valley checkered with clearcuts: "NOT 
ONE BLACK STICK!" 

Good Housekeeping 

Living on logging road 2408 almost completely 
undisturbed by the Forest Service cops, members of 
the recently independent " Cascadia Free State" have 
worked tirelessly to protect the recovering forest. 
The barricades begin below a former Forest Service 
gate, which has been converted into a wall by three 
barrels of cement fortified with rebar, "locking" it 
permanently closed. If the Freddies do visit, they 


will first be greeted by a gatekeeper on the 15-foot- 
high log wall and will soon need to ask very politely 
to enter if they expect the drawbridge to be lowered 
over the moat that is under construction. Friendly 
folks can come on up to the tent village where a 
large, dry living space has been created with tarps 
and equipped with a kitchen area, pantry, media 
table, and a warm fire circle. Tipis, shelters and tents 
are scattered all around, including one pitched right 
over the steel door lockdown set up in front of the 
gate. Above the gate stands a large, beautiful tipi 
constructed of downed trees and waterproofed with 
cedar bark found on the forest floor. 

What were once "ditches" in the road have now 
become canyons. "Evolution Creek" has flowing 
water and is at least ten feet deep and 15 feet 
across — big enough to devour a car. Another mile 
up the road, "Full Moon Gorge" is just as formi- 
dable, and the sound of digging never stops. Other 


blockades, shelters, ditches and rock 
walls have been strategically placed 
along the last five miles of 2408, ending 
at the first three sale units. 

And They Call Us Terrorists... 

Two unknown goons sabotaged one 
ingenious barricade, a bi-pod (a two- 
legged tri-pod suspended by cables) . The 
two men, identically uniformed in camo 
gortex and shiny badges, walked quickly 
past the gate encampment one day and 
refused to answer any questions. Their 
sabotage was soon discovered: stolen 
and destroyed equipment including 
slashed water bottles and tarps, stolen 
binoculars, food, tools, and radio equip- 
ment. A rock and log structure named 
"Clearcut Hut" was also damaged and 
has since been rebuilt and reinforced by 
the architects who didn't flinch at the 
sight of the damage. They simply said, 

"We'll rebuild it — we have much more 
energy than those Freddies!" 

Although more work always needs to 
be done, residents living in the Cascadia 
Free State are finding many projects to 
keep themselves busy and warm. Winter- 
izing living areas, chopping wood, and 
preparing meals are just a few daily chores. 

The entrenched activists remain vigilant 
around the clock — ready to lock down or 
take their support positions. 

Reinforcements 

Outreach to the nearby town of Oakridge has 
been encouraging, especially considering its log- 
ging history. Weekly Sunday meetings with locals 
have spawned debate and we've found common 
ground in our loathing of multinational corpora- 
tions and the USFS. 

The media can't get 
enough of the "stand off" 
and the truth about the 
Warner Creek arson fire 
is burning out of control. 
Elders from the commu- 
nity climbed past the 
ditches on Senior's Day 
to show support and 
share baked goods, and it 
proved to be a media hit. 
To add to the list of suc- 
cesses was the National 
Salvage Conference held 
the weekend of October 
13-15 at the nearby Blue 
Pool Campground. Over 
100 activists attended to 
"learn from the burn" in- 
s' eluding Vice President of 
National Audubon, Brock 
| Evans; President of the 
| Wilderness Society, Jon 
Rousch; former congress- 
man and director of the 
Endangered Species Coa- 
lition, Jim Jontz; representatives from Greenpeace, 
Siskiyou Regional Educational Project; and several 
Native elders. The gathering celebrated four years of 
evading the chainsaws and was conceived as a date 
for some mainstream enviros to get busted at Warner 
Creek. Unfortunately, the Forest Service and loggers 
stood them up, so the attendees had to settle for yet 
another circle with profound words of wisdom 
served on a paper plate. Before it was all over, the 
spirited group had been trained in civil disobedi- 
ence and many promised to return and risk arrest 
when the fellers arrive. 

Please Don't Feed the Hungerstrikers 

The movement owes a big howl to Shannon Wil- 
son and Tim Ream, two hard-core activists who are 
hunger striking to the get the Warner Creek and 
Salvage Rider issues into the homes of middle America. 
They have set up camp on the patio of Eugene, 
Oregon’s federal building and have refused to eat 


until the public gets an open forum to voice opposi- 
tion to lawless logging. Nourished only by fruit and 
vegetable juices since October 3, these dedicated 
activists have been a daily reminder to Judge Hogan, 
who has to drive past them every morning, that the 
life is being drained from our last remaining stands 
of ancient forests. Activists all over the Northwest 
have also begun fasting in solidarity every Tuesday at 
noon to Wednesday at noon. 

Are We Bothering Someone? 

Are any of these bold tactics making a difference? 
A definite "yes" according to a letter intercepted 
from the Forest Service and mistakenly addressed to 
the "gentlemen" at Thomas Creek Lumber and Log 
Company. The Contracting Officer at the Forest 
Service stated that operations could have begun as 
early as October 3, and a letter dated October 1 1 was 
to let them know that they failed to submit their 
plan of operations with dates of intent to cut. 
Apparently, Thomas Creek's original plan didn't 
include rebuilding logging road 2408 or the strength 
of Earth First! 

Warner Creek needs new recruits to continue the 
campaign to protect the Kelsey Watershed as a 
Research Natural Area for fire ecology. Come visit 
the growing community at the gate by taking High- 
way 58 east from 1-5 in Eugene to Fish Hatchery 
Road, just east of Oakridge, Oregon in the Willamette 
National Forest. Go north 1.5 miles, turn right after 
the tracks onto Salmon Creek Road and proceed 
about five miles. Take a right on logging road 2408 
and at the 8-mile marker you will enter our country's 
latest secession from the union. (Note: Previous 
directions to a base camp printed in the last Mabon 
issue of the Journal are no longer accurate). 

Much needed donations include cold-weather 
gear such as winter sleeping bags, tents, forest- 
colored clothes and rain-gear, warm hats, ski masks, 
socks, gloves and firewood; equipment such as 
walkie talkies, cell phones, car batteries, video cam- 
eras, videotape, and lots of AA batteries; tools of all 
kinds including pick axes, shovels, wheel barrows, 
(does anyone know someone with a helicopter and 
a back hoe?) and one dedicated friend requests a 
guitar. Food has been generously donated from 
local businesses. 

As the reclamation continues, the spirit of the 
forest grows stronger. Come pick up a tool and work 
for the earth! Take a hike along Bunchgrass Ridge and 
see the diverse mosaic of the recovering forest. Hurry — 
before the ditches in the road are too big to cross! 



“Lower the drawbridge, they're friendly!" Welcome to the Cascadia Free State. 
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by Uncle Ramon 

"Even shit won't stick to Jack Ward Thomas," 
remarked an unidentified protester Monday 
evening, October 16th, in Missoula, Montana. 

The occasion was a speech, sponsored by timber 
beast Plum Creek, by the Chief of the US Forest 
Service. The topic was "Biodiversity and Commu- 
nity," which sounds like "Fish and Bicycles" to this 
aging cynic. After a banner proclaiming "Stop 
Lawless Logging" was taken down from behind the 
speaker's podium (and the banner-holders ejected), 
JWT exhibited his finely polished, professionally 
trained persona as a bureaucrat (jes' followin' or- 
ders) by day, and a father (I love the forests) by 
night. The former, he crowed, had to follow the 
letter of the law as laid down by the Clinton 
administration, while the latter wanted no part in 
cutting down trees and entering roadless areas. 

Holy Hitler! Haven't these guys ever heard of the 
Nuremberg Trials? (Of course they or their handlers 
have, but they know that most of the American 
public haven't or couldn't care less.) 

The good news about this well-managed perfor- 


mance was that renowned 
author William Kittredge got 
to offer a 10-minute rebuttal. 

After congratulating Jack on 
a few minor points, Bill deliv- 
ered a scathing repudiation 
of the industrial forestry 
mindset in general. It was af- 
ter this that Jack Ward got 
downright "folksy," taking 
off his tie and jacket and be- 
ing one of the boys. He was 
good, too. The occasional 
heckler was gently rebuked, 
as the PR flacks had taught, 
and JWT presented a most 
"reasonable” image. Natu- 
rally, it was a crock of shit, 
but none of it stuck to Jack. 

By most accounts, 

Kittredge's remarks drew 
more applause than the Chief's. Maybe the "Loyal 
Nazi" routine didn't play as well as the slick pros 
planned. Maybe the packed-house audience of 300 


lack Ward Thomas is not amused 

mainstream Montanans was more sophisticated 
than the image-manipulators realized. Maybe 
there's hope... NAAAAH! 


The Teflon Forester 


Death and the afternoon 


continued from the front page 

near the high school, where large letters announced 
"Home of the Savages." Creating a Saturday traffic 
jam bigger than the parade itself, the curious spec- 
tacle crept along, passing in front of the taxidermy 
shop where a stuffed wolf is shown eating a freshly 
killed cow. The movie marquee read CLUELESS. 
The once aloof and skeptical sheriff and his deputy 
warmed to the rag-tag group and added an ironic air 
to the otherwise meager parade line. In front and 
back of the parade, the official police escort were the 
great protectors, blinking lights and all. Led by an 
eerir old hearse, the death marchers followed a large 
black and white banner which read, "1961: 3700 
REDDS — 1995: ONLY 6!!" (A redd is a salmon's nest 
of eggs and roe, left after spawning.) 

Right behind the banner swam a line of five, 
eight-foot long, three- foot wide paper-mache 
salmon, each painted colorful pink and green on 
one side, with a stark black and white skeleton on 
the other. The fish made a curious costume for the 
alien, black-clad individuals wearing them. The 
whole affair had a weird, Charles Addams cartoon 
feeling about it. 

A ghost band, consisting of a single violin, a sax 
and harmonica players, followed a lone drummer 
down the street as she pounded out a slow cadence of 
doom. "Taps" was the only tune they could all play 
to some degree or another. And finally, three haunt- 
ing women brought up the rear of the bizarre parade, 
pushing a wagon filled with little cardboard fish 
painted like the large ones. These little fish were 
handed out to the parade watchers along the way. 
On their colored, "alive" sides a message read: 

" Salmon , Idaho was named for Chinook salmon which 
spend most of their lives in the ocean. But they are born 
and they die in fresh water streams far in the 
mountains. How they find their way back, after five 
years in the ocean, to the precise spot they were 
bom is still a mystery to everyone but the fish 
themselves." 

On the dead side of the fish the message read: 

"We are enormously privileged to share our rivers 
with such magical fish. But we have not been gener- 
ous: the three damns on the upper Snake River have 
caused declines in salmon populations that will soon 
be irreversible. These three damns provide very little 
electricity and to remove them would not burden 
Idaho's agricultural lands. Please write to Governor 
Phill Batt, Capitol Bldg., Boise, ID 83720 and ask 
him to remove the dams and restore Salmon, 

Idaho's namesake to the wild rivers of Idaho." 

That was all that was said. Nobody men- 
tioned the huge gold mine up the Yankee 
Fork of the Salmon River that just a month 
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before had dumped 20,000 gallons of cya- 
nide into the river, effectively killing this 
year's runs on that 
tributary. 

No- 
body 
men- 
tioned 
the mas- 
sive levels of log- 
ging or intensive cattle 
grazing which occur on Forest Ser- 
vice lands, two practices which greatly 
increase erosion and sedimentation levels 
that smother salmon redds. No, all the 
traditional accusation and blame which 
surround the issue was ignored or forgot- 
ten, replaced by a silent and clear rever- 
ence for the great fish. The entire event 
went off without incident. There were no 
public hangings. 

The marchers were, if not warmly, then 
at least curiously received. There were 
many passersby, some with Idaho plates, 
who honked and gave a thumbs-up. Still, 
a few barflies emerged into the light and 
in their Rush Limbaugh confusion yelled, 
"Dams are habitat too!" But all in all, 
everything went smoothly. The two 
most encouraging and rewarding 
signs were the knowing, nodding 
smiles of local senior citizens who 


great salmon runs, 
^ and the small crowd of 

high ^^school kids who followed the parade down 
to the river wanting to know more. 

The kids were told about an artists' cooperative in Missoula, 
Montana called Ground Zero. They found out that this 
salmon death march was just the crazy idea of someone a lot 
like them. Everyone talked about details of the parade and 
good ideas for next year. They all laughed about the funny 
awkward faces and sheer bafflement most of the parade watch- 
ers displayed. 

It may take a week or a month or maybe a year for the rest of 
the dazed looks in Salmon to turn into recognition or even 
compassion. It may not happen at all. In the meantime though, 
think about a rare butterfly flapping its wings on the small 
island of Hope in the South Pacific. T ry to believe that this tiny, 
quiet action could cause a great Chinook wind to blow, 
warming the hearts of a cold industrious people on the 
other side of the planet. 
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The Earth First! Dream Team 

Reflections on this year's Cove/Mallard Trial 

by Bill Fold 




Moscow, Idaho is a town with little or nothing 
to recommend it besides a well-stocked food 
bank. But once a year it's a good place to visit for 
the prevailing surreal atmosphere that descends 
on the town, and apparently all its inhabitants, 
for the annual Autumn running of the Earth 
Firstlers into the Federal Building. 

There are trials, sentencing, and the like all year 
long for the great unwashed who come to make 
trouble for the Freddies in Cove/Mallard, but each 
year there's one big trial, and it's the one Freddies 
are sure to botch the most. This year was especially 
promising because the defendants, through some 
monumental failure of the criminal justice system, 
were each appointed one public defender apiece. 

As I was in need of a few laughs and because I 
had an expense account, I traveled to Moscow to 
watch the proceedings. 1 had very good seats the 
entire five days, but I still couldn't get much of a 
handle on just what the hell was going on most 
of the time. 

It was apparent from the outset that the 
protesters would prevail. This was due to the 
presence in the courtroom of John Preston, a 
Freddie cop who continues to plague the 
government with his complete inability to 
prevaricate properly when on the stand. He lies, 
of course, but he just can't ever seem to work the 
logic out right, and he ends up doing things like 
placing himself in two different National Forests 
at once, for instance. It's always very 
embarrassing for his superiors. 

Additionally, these protesters were top shelf. 
While they lacked the color of past defendant 
groups, they had a certain angry, knowing glare 
about them that gave a disquieting mood to the 
entire endeavor. 

And they were armed to the teeth. It was as if 
they had employed an army of attorneys. In fact, 

1 asked one of the attorneys: Is it really fair to 
gang up on the government like that? Twenty- 
four against one? He said he thought it was, of 
course, but that's because he's an attorney and 
required by law to speak nonsense. 

The proceedings took five days. The cost to the 
government for the 12 defense attorneys was 
exactly 20 cents per second. In a dull moment, I 
worked out the math and discovered that the EF! 
Dream Team cost the government $26,640 during 
the trial. The court spent $12 per minute to watch 
a video of Robert Hoyt singing "I Hate Money." 
See what I mean? Things are weird in courts. 






Let's hear it for the 1995 Cove/Mallard defendants! Here they are wearing t-shirts that spell-out something like: Cov Mallad, Kee it 
Wid. On the back of the t-shirts (not shown here) the message was something like: Dirt ozen!, Rai Roade! Near as we can figure the 

translation should be: Cove Mallard, Keep it Wild; Dirty Dozen!, Rail Roaded! 


Due to the presence of lawyers in the courtroom, 
the proceedings were utterly incomprehensible and 
I will not even attempt to reproduce them. 
Apparently what happened is a bunch of people 
with college degrees in subjects like "ecology" and 
"environmental science" stood around one 
morning on a road that was being built to log trees 
in the notorious Cove/Mallard timber sales, site of 
numerous protests since 1992. They took issue with 
this timber sale for obvious reasons, primarily its 
location directly between the Gospel Hump and the 
River of No Return Wilderness Area, a five and a 
half-million-acre complex of unroaded, wild 
country in central Idaho. 

In the course of their standing in the road and, 
in two cases, sitting on tripods placed in the 
middle of the road, drunk loggers would 
occasionally file by and shoot at them. Others 
would tackle them and hold them at gunpoint. 

At last the County Sheriff arrived, which is 

when the situation started to 
get really bad. You see, before 
the law enforcement arrived 
the only thing to worry about 
was the logging crew, and they 
were all far too drunk to shoot 
straight or think clearly. But as 
luck would have it, the Sheriff's 
Deputy had been asleep so his 
blood alcohol content had 
decreased. Since he was much 
more on top of things, he was 
put in charge of toppling one of 
the tripods down the 
embankment and killing its 
inhabitant. Well, you can 
imagine what a ruckus that 
caused. 

In the end nobody was killed, 
because the tripod occupant 
reasoned that he should 
abandon his post and take his 
chances among the raving 
lunatics on the ground. At this 
point the cops gave the loggers 
leave to go back to their 
drinking games, thanked them 
for their invaluable assistance, 
rounded up the protesters and 


threw them in jail. 

So as you can see it was quite obvious the 
protesters were guilty. But that's the thing about 
lawyers. These lawyers so confounded things that 
by the time the second day rolled around I wasn't 
sure about anything anymore. In fact, for a 
minute I even thought it might be reasonable to 
cite one of the loggers. That's how crazy things 
can get in these courtrooms when you put 
lawyers in them. 

The judge, fortunately, has some experience with 
these suit-wearing rascals, and he saw through their 
empty ploys immediately. He found all the 
protestors guilty and sentenced them to seven days 
in jail and a five hundred dollar fine. No probation. 
One woman received 15 days in jail because she 
had been causing trouble earlier by requesting that 
the Forest Supervisor talk to her. Another woman 
received 20 days because she was on probation, but 
I think it might have had something to do with 
what she told the judge when she made her 
inappropriately named "request for leniency." She, 
along with her partners in crime, said that she had 
no remorse and insisted on being jailed. She refused 
to administer her own punishment by accepting 
probation. 

Prior to sentencing, each defendant got a few 
moments to express remorse and promise to be 
good. It was the only time during the whole trial 
that the defendants spoke. I did not detect any 
remorse. Their statements were desperate, 
articulate pleas for justice to be served not for 
them, but for the wild, doomed forests and 
streams of Cove/Mallard. They each spoke 
movingly about the magic of this giant place, and 
bitterly about the bizarre and sick sequence of 
events that has them sitting in jail now, as I write 
this, for speaking out for the last, biggest forest in 
the contiguous United States. 

See you next year. 

By the time you get this paper the two women 
who got the longest sentences may still be in jail. 
Write to Jill Ondrey, Latah County Jail, Moscow, 
ID 83638 until November 7; Sarah Seeds-Willner, 
same address until November 12. 

For more information contact the Cove 
Mallard/Last Wilderness Defense at PO Box 9970, 
Moscow, ID 83638. 
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We don t know who took the photo 


SFC vs. SLN 



Forest defenders shut down oil and gas leasing auction with this 
tricky "barnacle" — arms locked to make the cops work for it. 


by the Buckeye Forest Council 

Sometimes (OK, with great fre- 
quency) you just have to say enough is 
enough. This was the attitude of an 
angry mob of forest defenders when 
they shut down the auction of 15,000 
acres of the Wayne National Forest for 
oil and gas development. 

The Wayne NF, in southeast Ohio, is 
one of the most bruised, abused and 
overused members of our national for- 
est system. Already home to over 1100 
oil and gas wells (one for every 200 
acres in the Wayne), the prospect of 
more land leased for drilling, road build- 
ing, river defiling and pumpjack place- 
ment was simply unacceptable. After 
appeals, letters, meetings, and the threat 
of a lawsuit were unable to stop the 
auction, the time was ripe for action: 
an "auction action." 

Gearing up for Auction Action 

Activists from Ohio, Pennsylvania, 
and West Virginia congregated in the 
historic Lafayette Hotel in Marietta, 
Ohio the night before for strategizing, 
partying, and crowded sleeping ar- 
rangements. The Lafayette was also 
the hotel in which the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) auction was to 
take place the very next morning. 

The first line of forest defense was the 
reading of the Notice of Intent to sue 
any successful bidders. (The Forest Ser- 
vice failed to consult the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service on several threatened 
or endangered species.) For the sake of 
the reading impaired, we loudly re- 
peated the Notice as the auction began. 
The Bidding Begins 

The land was going for a paltry $3.50 
per acre, with a small administrative 
fee. Hearing this, one activist re- 
marked, "Shoot, with public land this 


cheap, who needs private land?" 

Earth Firstlers started the bidding at 
50 cents, but the auctioneer, still smil- 
ing, explained the minimum bid was 
two dollars. The 50 cent bid was then 
bested with food stamps. One activist 
yelled, "I can lend you a dollar!" After 
some chiding from the auctioneer, 
there was a collective revelation that 
the land was priceless. Folks began 
chanting "The Wayne is not for sale," 
"Don't stain the Wayne, " and "SOOGA 
(Southeastern Ohio Oil and Gas Asso- 
ciation) drill in hell, we don't want 
your stinking well." At this point, we 
brought out our signs and banners, 
and general hell broke loose. A bald 
eagle, a black bear and an oil sheik 
joined the festivities 
Shut it Down! 

What emerged next was more than 
many of the auction-goers could 
handle, driving many of them from 
the room in a fit of rage. Activists 
slowly filed from their seats, marched 
to the front of the room, still chant- 
ing, and took over the auction. David 
Grande, reporter for the Marietta Times, 
calculated that the auction was shut 
down for 72 minutes. When the BLM 
finally regained control, many of those 
who had come to represent oil and gas 
interests had left in disgust. 

While the auction was under siege, 
the BLM shuffled the bidders between 
rooms and assured them biddingwould 
continue. After removing the majority 
of activists, including the black bear, 
bald eagle and oil sheik, the bidding 
resumed. Their second auction attempt 
was thwarted as well, however, by ac- 
tivists who had signed up as bidders. 
Two were arrested, but not without a 
generous portion of "pain compliance" 
holds to unlock the two as they held 


fast together. Chad Kister and Giuliana 
Gelke were hauled off to the pokey on 
charges of disrupting a lawful meeting, 
resisting arrest and criminal trespass. 
They are in the process of filing a com- 
plaint against the Marietta police for 
excessive use of force. 

After the riffraff were removed, a 
representative of the Buckeye Forest 
Council (BFC) led off the bidding, this 
time following the rules. The BFC suc- 
cessfully acquired drilling rights on a 
6.53-acre tract in the Marietta district 
of the Wayne. But developed it will 
not be. For a meager $99.50, that tract 
is now under the protective custody of 
radical environmentalists for a 10-year 
period, during which no oil & gas 
drilling will occur. If only we could 
afford it all... 

Inventory of the Damage 

Only six people bid upon one third 
of the tracts offered at the auction. 
This only brought $25,000 to the US 


Treasury, of an expected $100,000. 
Another positive sign is a statement 
from Danny Thompson, president of 
the Southeastern Ohio Oil and Gas 
Association: "It's going to be extremely 
hard to convince the Bureau of Land 
Management to have another auction 
soon. I don't think they're going to 
want to come back here again." 

Well good riddance. We'd be happy 
to drive 'em away again. 

This action could not have taken 
place without the generous support of 
the Earth First! Direct Action Fund, 
and the help of all the activists from 
the region who turned out to protect 
the Wayne. I would like to thank y'all, 
and extend a hearty Appalachian 
round of applause (read: right hand 
slapping knee; left hand holding beer). 

For more information, contact the 
Buckeye Forest Council at PO Box 99, 
Athens, OH 45701. 


Wisconsin Resistance to Exxon Mining 


by Ben Manski 

Resistance is spreading to Exxon's plans to open a massive metallic sulfide mine 
in the headwaters of the Wolf River in northeast Wisconsin. On September 16, 
100 labor, indigenous rights, homeless, welfare rights and environmental activ- 
ists gathered at Mole Lake, Wisconsin, one mile away from the proposed mine site 
to kick off the Midwest Caravan for Justice organized by the National People's 
Campaign. On October 12, Indigenous People's Day, educational and actions 
against the proposed mine took place in nine Wisconsin communities. On 
October 19, over 100 Wisconsinites from across the state picketed the offices of 
the law firm of Foley & Lardner, which represents the Exxon corporation, in the 
first public demonstration against the mine in the Milwaukee area. 

The October 19 protest was a major success. People from many different 
communities came together to take a stand for the Wolf River and for the 
Sokaogon Chippewa community at Mole Lake. A broad and multina- 
tional coalition of activists (35 organizations endorsed the event) came 
together at the noon rally. In the beginning we picketed and 
chanted, "(Governor) Toxic Tommy is a 
slime, lock him up for his crimes!" Drum- 
mers and singers from Menominee and 
Mole Lake then sang a war song, and 
finally we sent in a delegation to meet 
with Foley & Lardner, the largest law firm 
in the state. 

It soon became apparent that no one 
at Foley & Lardner wanted to meet with 
us. Their offices are on the top floor of 
the tallest building in Milwaukee, and 
required a magnetized card to use the 
elevator. We went back and forth with 
the building security for twenty min- 
utes, who unsurprisingly seemed com- 
pletely unimpressed with the fact that 
we had assembled a delegation of people 
from every part of the state, representing 
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all ages and a number of nationalities. They told us to leave, which we refused 
to do. Eventually, the security turned hostile, and physically forced us out of 
the building. We will not be so docile in the future, but this time we got what 
we wanted. We publicly demonstrated that Foley & Lardner refused to meet 
with us despite our legitimate grievances. 

Returning outside, we held an impromptu rally. People from Mole Lake, 
Menominee, Wisconsin's Environmental Decade and 
the National People's Campaign updated everyone. 
Even the corporate media covered this event. 

At the same time as the Milwaukee rally, members 
of the University of Wisconsin Greens picketed 
the Madison offices of Foley & Lardner. The 
picket was held in response to a televised com- 
ment from an Exxon hack which aired the 
night before: "The anti-mining movement is 
too disorganized to hold pickets in Milwau- 
kee and Madison simultaneously." 

All the actions of the past month have 
been the direct result of organizing 
through the forum of the National People's 
Campaign, which has three chapters 
(Madison, Milwaukee, Oshkosh) and three 
affiliates in Wisconsin. Labor activists and 
labor unions (WI State AFL-CIO) are tak- 
ing a stand against the proposed Exxon 
mine because environmentalists have 
taken a stand against Caterpillar, Staley 
and Firestone/Bridgestone and for the 
rights of striking workers across the Mid- 
west. Solidarity can be a reality. 

If you would like more information call 
Midwest Headwaters EF! at (608) 255-8765, 
Wisconsin's Environmental Decade at (608) 
251-7020, or AJob is a Right Campaign at (414) 
374-1034. 
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The Battle for North Headwaters Forest 


by Anne Arky and Woody Debris 

After a hugely successful 2500-person rally for 
Headwaters Forest in Northern California on Sep- 
tember 15, more than 300 activists poured into a 
local county park to kick off what would become a 
five- week intensive EF! action camp. Organizers were 
overwhelmed. 

The rally resulted in 264 arrests (the largest civil 
disobedience action in the history of the forest pres- 
ervation movement in the US) and was planned to 
coincide with the "official end" of marbled murrelet 
nesting season, which had precluded logging in the 
ancient redwood groves of Headwaters Forest. Pacific 
Lumber/MAXXAM (PL) announced its heinous in- 
tentions to commence "salvage logging" in the an- 
cient groves under an exemption that puts such 
logging operations outside the normal public and 
agency review process. In Federal Court, however, 
the Environmental Protection Information Center 
(EPIC) won a stunning last-minute temporary re- 
straining order that halted operations on 40,000 
acres of the murrelet's designated critical habitat. 
Unfortunately, the much-deserved celebration never 
happened. The battle for the 
North Headwaters Forest had 
just begun. 

Bordering the pristine, 

3,000-acre main Headwaters 
grove to the north lies a sec- 
ond-growth redwood/Dou- 
glas fir forest nearing matu- 
rity, which is almost unheard 
of in these days of corporate 
takeovers and liquidation 
logging. The 1500-acre tract 
claimed by the Elk River Tim- 
ber (ERT) company is not 
only a necessary "buffer" be- 
tween the primeval redwood 
wilderness and civilization, 
it also provides future habi- 
tat for the recovery of the 
murrelet and the Coho 
salmon. The North Headwa- 
ters grove also provides a 
buffer against "edge effect," 
in which trees are blown 
down by high winds at the 
edge of a clearcut. Marbled 
murrelets and other endan- 
gered species require this for- 
est cover to protect them and their young from 
predators and the elements. 

Unfortunately, Red Emmerson, who owns more 
land than anyone else in California (one percent of 
the state) including part of both ERT and Sierra 
Pacific Industries, needs to make a quick buck by 
logging the healthy trees right up against the border 
of the PL-claimed old growth. He rejected a cash offer 
as down payment for the land, because apparently 
Red's logging partner needs to compensate for his 
other failing business ventures. Three clearcuts total- 
ing 155 acres are scheduled, the first of which is 
currently active right up to the PL boundary. Known 
as THP (Timber Harvest Plan) 1-93-096, the plan will 
devastate the ancient grove as much as the proposed 
salvage operations. 

Emmerson 's Northern Headwaters Forest holdings 
have been included in many Headwaters preserva- 
tion plans in the past, including the Headwaters 
Forest Act passed in the US House of Representatives 
in 1994 which was never voted on by the Senate. 

Red Emmerson is a willing seller. In 1992 he nego- 
tiated with EPIC of Garberville and agreed to a two- 
year moratorium on logging in exchange for EPIC 
not filing suit on the plan. It was anticipated that the 
grove would be purchased with the passage of the 
Headwaters Forest Act. When it failed, Emmerson 
still did not order logging to begin right away. Last 
spring however, a devastating road widening and 
lengthening operation started, paused for murrelet 
nesting season, then began again in time for our 
September 15 basecamp. 

As the road was being forced into the unwelcoming 
grove by contract forester Bill Kleiner and crews 
contracted by ERT, the fellers were revving their 


chainsaws at sneaky elves who took a trip beyond the 
gate to confront the workers. 

By Monday, September 18, the fourth and most 
sophisticated action evolved. About 12 activists en- 
gaged in human blockades and semi-friendly banter 
with the fellers in the morning, while two bold kick- 
ass EFIers locked to a grader and a 'dozer, impeding 
the machines for most of the day until Humboldt 
County deputies ground off the lockboxes — long 
metal tubes inside which the women clipped their 
hands to each other with chains or modified hand- 
cuffs and carabiners. Our first tripod stood proudly 
30 feet high blockading the side gate, while two 
activists locked down to the axle of forester Bill 
Kleiner's pickup. "Morning, Bill!" 

Periodic flyovers, courtesy of Lighthawk, and re- 
connaissance hikes into the THP, gave us a general 
idea of the stage of the operation. But since the THP 
is conveniently unclear about where and when, we 
thought shutting down both access gates was our 
best bet. We had a hefty lockbox supply, so we started 
there. Once the Sheriff's Department figured out the 
trick, they started charging people with resisting 
arrest, because they refused to unlock voluntarily, as 


well as the old standby trespassing. 

They eventually started sawing the boxes off, so we 
did the next logical thing: poured cement into a 
mold around the metal boxes, creating the new, 
reinforced "superbox." This beast is highly effective, 
though its success depends on the exact design of the 
gate. Our boxes were so impenetrable that one pair of 
women had to be hauled to jail still connected to 
each other, with several deputies helping to lug the 
cumbersome box. One of the brave lockers finally 
gave in to her bladder rather than pee all over the 
floor of the Eureka courthouse basement. 

The sheer numbers we were working with — which 
leveled off to between 50 and 80 — were exciting, and 
we made good use of ourselves by covering legal and 
jail support, on-the-ground support, and basecamp 
support. With each action, we learned something 
new about our tactics. Sometimes tiny oversights 
rendered the whole scenario ineffective, but often 
our lockdowns were smooth and solid. Our goal was 
to keep crews out of the THP for as long as possible, 
but half-days were the usual (impressive considering 
the fellers arrive around 5:30 am). 

The road was finished after the first week of 
lockdowns, and the crews shrank to just fellers and a 
few machine operators. We expanded our tactics to 
multiple tripods, with one morning's action consist- 
ing of two tripods intertwined on the main gate and 
one on the side gate (there are two passable access 
roads to the THP). Lots of heavy-duty bike locks and 
a couple of vehicle lockdowns often provided rein- 
forcement. Perhaps the most ridiculous scenario we 
found ourselves in was the action in which we 
bonded two lockboxes into a cement-filled junk 
refrigerator, then locked two people through the gate 


and onto the fridge. The thing was moveable only by 
machine, and only without people attached to it. 
Sadly, the crews got through the lockdown on the 
side gate. They simply didn't use the gate with the 
fridge. 

For a change of pace, we held our second town 
action on September 27, where we finally put to work 
the ever-present hippie drum corps on the Areata 
Plaza (our first town event was held at the Sierra 
Pacific Mill the week before, where the trees are being 
butchered). Our original plans for an office occupa- 
tion were thwarted by alert office staff who locked 
the doors, so one hundred freaks rattled the cages of 
Kleiner's office from the outside and shut down 8th 
Street while someone hung a "Save Headwaters For- 
est" banner above the awning. As a grand finale, we 
violated the nonviolence code with a 25-minute 
version of "All we are saying is give trees a chance." 

The last two weeks of actions saw a five-day double 
tree-sit by activists John Doe and Jane Deer (aka 
Maggot and Grasshopper), supported by a ten-person 
satellite camp and a mass trespass action that resulted 
in 24 arrests. On October 9, the half-a-hundred-hip- 
pie-hobble began way before dawn as two vans loaded 
with 36 people sailed past the 
gate (they started leaving it open 
sowecouldn'tlockdown), drop- 
ping well-organized affinity 
groups (Y eah for affinity groups!) 
off at different stops, then high- 
tailing it out to avoid a vehicular 
trespass charge. 

About 15 of us labored with 
come-a-longs to pry a junked — 
out 1930's milk truck out of the 
bush along the road. After tip- 
ping it over victoriously, we 
walked the devastating road a 
few miles, building blockades 
from downed trees and debris 
along the way to the tree sit site 
in the heart of the THP. More 
u than 50 of us gathered there, in 
| unplanned yet synchronous 
^ solidarity with our friends fight- 
1 ing to stop the Sugarloaf cut in 
| southwest Oregon, who did an 
t action that same day. When the 
5 cops and fellers arrived, some of 
us greeted them and others of us 
retreated to the satellite camp 
and engaged a cat-and-mouse 
game with both cops and loggers all morning, as 50- 
80 year old redwoods and firs crashed dangerously 
close all around us. In the days before the mass hike, 
tree sit supporters were courageously putting their 
bodies between trees and chainsaws as crazed, vio- 
lent loggers threatened and intimidated them. 

The intensity of the mass hike spent the energy of 
most local organizers, but after moving basecamp 
and reassessing resources, a solid group of 25 have 
continued to sustain themselves with tabling and 
soliciting money and food donations. Trees are still 
falling in THP096. Burnout is pervasive, but commit- 
ted, tireless activists are doing everything they can in 
many arenas. A caravan trip to Emmerson's Redding, 
California offices is in the works, as is more direct 
action to shut down 096. Activists interested in 
helping save North Headwaters can get updates on 
EF! actions at (707) 923-DEMO. 

Negotiations with various bureaucrats and industry 
types, including representatives from the Department 
of the Interior (DOI), Kleiner, Emmerson and co- 
owner Jim Lair's lawyer, have produced few results. 
The two owners refuse to meet with environmental 
activists any longer, even though DOI officials and 
members of Congress have committed to facilitate 
acquisition of the parcel when the larger PL-owned 
Headwaters Forest becomes protected. It is believed 
that Emmerson would prefer to sell the North Head- 
waters Forest rather than log it, though it seems the 
financial bottom line is prevailing for the meantime. 

Red Emmerson really wants to hear from you! Let 
him know where profits should be on his priority list. 
His address is c/o Sierra Pacific Industries, PO Box 
496028, Redding, CA 96049. Or call Red at (916) 378- 
8104. Earth First! 



Who says we don't have a job? 
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Sugarloaf Falls to the Saws 


by Karen Wood 

Boise Cascade has finished felling the trees at 
Sugarloaf, amid ongoing protests that have resulted 
in over 110 arrests to date. The logging of Sugarloaf 
began on September 9, and operations are expected 
to be completed by mid to late November. During the 
first and second weeks of October, a variety of people 
were allowed into the sale area on guided Forest 
Service tours. Local residents that joined the tours 
were aghast at the arrogance evident in the logging. 
"It is basically high-grading of the worst kind," one 
tour participant said. "As you walk along, every large 
diameter trunk you see belongs to a dead tree. Virtu- 
ally all the green old-growth trees were cut." 

The protests over Sugarloaf began when nearly 200 
local residents, some on crutches and many carrying 
small children, walked about one and a half miles up 
a logging road to one of the four locked gates marking 
the boundary of the 35-square-mile "special closure" 
of national forest and BLM lands. After rallying at the 
gate for a short time, more than 25 people walked 



Oh... and they're smiling!?! 


around the gate and into the closure; 1 6 were arrested 
while the others escaped arrest. 

This action was followed by a long string of 
protests, some large and organized, others small and 
spontaneous, that are continuing even now. Shortly 
after the initial protest, 75 Ashland high school 
students walked out of school to protest at Boise 
Cascade's Medford mill. Other students have been 
arrested for locking themselves to office furniture at 
the Siskiyou National Forest headquarters in Grants 
Pass. Numerous people have been arrested in the 
sale area, having made it across the rugged 
backcountry to try to persuade the loggers to stop 
cutting. Two out of three tree-sitters (including a 14- 
year-old boy) who successfully occupied trees in sale 
Unit 2 were arrested after an unexpected cold, rainy 
spell forced them down. That same day, the mother 
of the boy was arrested along with Lou Gold, a 
veteran of the Earth First! Bald Mountain Road 
actions of 1983, after they crossed the closure to- 
gether and knelt in the road to pray. 

On October 10, 57 people were arrested for leav- 
ing a trail where it bordered the closure. Those who 
left the trail "violated the closure" and sat down to 
be carried off one by one after being harassed by a 
law enforcement helicopter. Many people have ac- 
cumulated multiple arrests, including a grand- 
mother, and an energetic action camp organizer 
who is in jail after her fourth arrest, with a $15,000 
bail set. Her arrest came as a result of a lockdown/ 
road blockade at the active China Left timber sale, 
the next large ancient forest to be cut in the Siskiyous 
after Sugarloaf (see article below). 

Indeed, more native forest and roadless area sales 
are on their way in the Siskiyou, just as everywhere 
else in the Northwest, thanks to our friends Senator 
Mark Hatfield, Senator Slade Gorton and other 
Republican greed-heads. Sugarloaf was the first to 
go; we must fight to make it the last! 

The protests over Sugarloaf have been community- 
centered from the beginning. I have been fortunate 
to observe the growth of community awareness and 
activism over the last three years around Sugarloaf. 
Three years of vigils, prayer circles and hikes in and 
around the sale area have culminated in more than 
120 acts of civil disobedience, in the face of an 
unprecedented show of police force. 



Deputies, half(?) dressed in camo, drag away one of the 57 arrestees. 


Martial law has been declared in the Siskiyous. On 
September 8, the Siskiyou National Forest announce- 
ment the closure of 35 square miles of public land 
(which has since been expanded to 50). The four 
access roads into the area are gated and watched 24 
hours a day by sheriff's deputies and Forest Service 
and BLM rangers. The roadless side, marked by the 
Boundary Trail, is patrolled by laid-off county depu- 
ties, wearing camouflage and face paint. These "com- 
mandos" wander around in and out the closure. The 
exact extent of the armed forces in Sugarloaf is still 
unknown, as is the amount of money being spent. 
Boise Cascade is fronting the cash for the security 
forces, and rumor has it, will deduct that amount 
from their payment for the timber. The translation is 
that taxpayers are footing the bill . We won't have the 
figures until the operations are completed. 

So now we get to the part where I'm supposed to 
tell you what you can do to help. You can start by 
calling our Sugarloaf hotline at (503) 471-3959 for 
updated information. Additionally, roads are being 
reconstructed at the China Left timber sale, and we 
need people to come out and help on the ground. If 
you live in or near another threatened area, fight for 
it, stay in touch, and let's help each other. If you 
would like to help in a more general or peripheral 
way, you can start by calling your local US represen- 
tatives and senators and let them know how you feel 
about logging without laws. And, of course, mon- 
etary donations are always needed and welcome. 
The phone bills are mounting, printing costs are 
ever-present, and cold weather is necessitating the 
purchase of clothing. Checks can be made out to 
Kalmiopsis EF! and sent to PO Box 2093, Cave 
Junction, OR 97523. 


What will be Right if They Log CHINA LEFT? 


The China Left timber sale was originally sold 
under the 1989 Hatfield/ Adams Rider (the infamous 
section 318 Rider from Hell) which approved sales 
in spotted owl habitat (read: ancient forests) for 
logging without judicial review. An injunction by 
Ninth Circuit Judge Dwyer in 1991 delayed its 
award. In 1993, the Siskiyou National Forest stopped 
consultation with the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
on China Left despite their findings that: "...the 
impact from the sale on Critical Habitat was unac- 
ceptable, and the sale could not be easily modified 
to eliminate the negative impacts." (Supplemental 
Biological Assessment for China Left timber sale, US 
Forest Service, February 28, 1995). 

The China Left timber sale lies within the headwa- 
ters of the Sucker Creek drainage, a Key Watershed in 
the President Clinton's Forest Plan. In the final draft 
of the president's plan, the China Left timber sale 
would have been dropped, but in the Record of 
Decision, China I.eft and Sugarloaf were reinstated to 
be awarded at the discretion of the Siskiyou National 
Forest. The Siskiyou National Forest awarded China 
Left this past Spring, deciding in favor of lawless 
logging and against recovery of the threatened Coho 
salmon, steelhead and spotted owls. 

Rough & Ready Lumber Co. has begun logging 
operations in the 12.7 million-board-foot sale which 
consists of 16 units that cover 530 acres. Two hun- 
dred and fifty-six acres contain trees individually 
marked for removal and 274 acres are clearcuts. Ten 
additional acres are being logged now for new road 
construction. Four owl pairs are known to be nesting 
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within 1.3 miles of the China Left units. Wolverine, 
an endangered species, has been sighted in the area, 
and it is known to be superior habitat for bats, also. 

Additionally, the Left Fork of Sucker Creek has 
one of the healthiest steelhead runs in the upper 
Illinois River basin. A population of threatened 
Coho salmon spawn in Sucker Creek just below the 
sale units. Without tree cover, warm rains will 
rapidly melt the snow accumulation causing high- 


peak flows that scour and damage the stream chan- 
nels. The Coho will be spawning in December and 
earlyjanuary when the likelihood of stream damage 
is high. Salmon are barely hanging on to life, any 
additional degradation of their habitat will wipe 
them out. 

For more information on China Left and other 
salvage logging scams, contact Kalmiopsis EF! at the 
address listed above. 


BOISE CASCADE PRODUCTS TO BOYCOTT 

/ItrfinriitT mail order office supplies 

The Office Supply People 

OTHER BRAND NAMES - 

paper : Cascade, Oxford, MP Cover, MP Brites, MP Colors Boise Cascade 

office supplies : Reliable, Associated, Cascade, Frederick-Sherry 
building supplies : Noyo, Vinyl Bond, Wevelite 

containers : Specialty Paperboard, Duropak (German Subsidiary), Schumacher 
(German subsidiary) 

Call Boise Cascade and tell them why you are boycotting them: 

Corporate Headquarters (208) 384-6161, B-C Office Products (800) 472-6473 

Kansas City, MO: 800-872-0382; FAX: 800-872-0382, Los Angeles, CA: 800-562-1746; FAX 800-32-BOISE, 
New York/New Jersey: 800-631-1300, Philadelphia, PA: 800-34-BOISE,Phoenix, AZ: 800-972-5890 Port- 
land, OR: 800-626-1044, Sacramento, CA: 800-310-8008, Seattle, WA: 800-426-9817; FAX: 800-88-B01SE 




The Boise 



T axpayer-Subsidized 
Timber Aristocrats 


by Kelpie Wilson 

In the June issue of Wild Forest Review, George 
Draff an profiled the leviathanic Weyerhaeuser Corpo- 
ration. Boise Cascade Corporation first emerged as 
one of that monster's spawn. Originally incorporated 
by Frederick Weyerhaeuser back in 1913 as Boise 
Payette, it is now among the nation's largest forest 
products companies. It got its first federal handout 
with 172,000 acres of Northern Pacific Railroad land 
granted between 1913 and 1947. In 1957 it was 
merged with Cascade Lumber into Boise Cascade. 

In the feudal system that makes up today's corpo- 
rate world, Boise Cascade is a duchy. Like the Duke's 
family, Boise Cascade directors have intimate liai- 
sons with other fiefdoms including: American Ex- 
press, Boeing, Citicorp, General Motors, Hewlett 
Packard, Honeywell, McKesson and the Ford Foun- 
dation. Major shareholders include State Farm Auto 
Insurance and two members of the Weyerhaeuser 
Royal family, Edward R. Titcomb and the Laird Norton 
Trust. Boise Cascade collects tribute from several 
dozen subsidiaries which include power companies, 
mining companies, railroad and trucking concerns, 
and several overseas operations in timber and paper. 
EXTENT OF HOLDINGS 

Boise Cascade is the second largest landholder in the 
Pacific Northwest with 1.3 million acres in Oregon, 
Washington and Idaho. They own another 1.4 mil- 
lion acres in New England and the South and hold 
long-term government licenses to log 3.4 million acres 
in Central Canada. In the Pacific Northwest, Boise 
Cascade qualifies as number one timber welfare bum: 
it has been the top purchaser of taxpayer subsidized 
federal timber for the past three years. Most of that is 
old growth. Last year they bought 13.7 percent of the 
sales offered for a total of 110 million board feet. 

Boise Cascade operates 26 lumber, plywood, par- 
ticleboard and engineered lumber manufacturing fa- 
cilities in Idaho, Oregon, Washington, Alabama and 
Louisiana. They are the third largest distributor of 
home building supplies including their brand names 
Noyo, Vinyl Bond and Wevelite. The company owns 
seven pulp and paper mills in Alabama, Louisiana, 
Maine, Minnesota, Oregon, Washington and Ontario 
and they own seven corrugated container plants in 
Idaho, Nevada, Oregon, Utah and Washington. 

In recent years, Boise Cascade has been moving 
strongly into the office supply distributing business 
with distribution centers in 23 states (under the names 
Associated and Cascade). They have contracts with 
Fortune 500 companies (Boeing, IBM, United Air- 
lines) and state institutions like schools and universi- 
ties (University of Oregon, University of Nebraska). 
Last year they acquired Reliable, a mail order office 
supply distributor with 260,000 active accounts. By 
the end of 1 994, office supplies accounted for about 20 
percent of the company's sales for a third of its profits. 

Paper manufacturing represents almost half of Boise 
Cascade's sales, but the company went through sev- 
eral years of losses during the recent global paper 
market slump and acquired a $2 billion debt load. This 
year, however, paper prices surged upward and Boise 
Cascade's 1980s investments in new plant capacity 
began to turn a profit for the company on paper. By 
June of 1995, the financial press described Boise 
Cascade stock prices as "soaring." Boise Cascade makes 
all grades of paper, from newsprint to coated maga- 
zine papers and office copy paper. Office copy paper is 
sold under the brand names Cascade, MP and Oxford. 

Approximately 73% of the woodchip supply for 
Boise Cascade's Northwest paper mills comes as re- 
sidual from saw timber mills. As this supply shrinks, 
the company is looking for other sources of pulp 
chips. Their long term plan is to move more of their 
resources to the South. 

LORDING IT OVER DEMOCRACY 

As a modern corporate feifdom, Boise Cascade is 
adept at using standing armies of money to conquer 
concessions behind a shield of fake democracy. They 
are a major contributor to timber industry political 
action committees (PACs) which gave $2.7 million to 
candidates in 1991-1992. In addition, Boise Cascade 
gave about $250,000 directly to candidates (almost all 
Republicans) between 1988 and 1992. In 1990, Idaho 
Governor Cecil Andrus told reporters of a rumor that 
Boise Cascade had offered one million dollars to 


Republican Dirk Kempthome to run against him. 
Boise Cascade has a more direct link to power in 
former Idaho Senator James McClure who now runs a 
Washington, DC lobbying firm and sits on Boise's 
board of directors. 

What does Boise Cascade want from government? It 
wants less government and more government. Less in 
the form of environmental and labor regulations and 
more in the form of taxpayer subsidized timber and 
salvage sales on federal land. 

WORKERS AND OTHER RESOURCES 

Union contracts protect only about half the 
company's 17,000 workers: Boise has a recent history 
of brutal union busting tactics. According to Minne- 
sota AFL-CIO President Dan Gustafson, Boise Cascade 
is a company that consistently puts "profits before 
people." In Rumford, Maine and in International 
Falls, Minnesota, Boise Cascade hired the scab worker 
service BE&K, along with a professional goon squad, 
to provoke violent confrontations between strikers 
and scabs. When the Rumford strike was over, scabs 


"What a Waste. 
Some extremist groups 
want to leave the dead 
trees to rot..." 

were given seniority over the regular workers. Boise 
Cascade won that strike, but it cost them over 30 
million dollars. 

Like any good patriarchy, Boise Cascade has also 
resisted the small incursions of women striving for 
more privileged positions in the hierarchy. At the 
Boise Cascade paper mill in St. Helens, Oregon, 
women in high-paying mill jobs were subjected to 
sexual harassment and intimidation. An article in 
Feminist Broadcast Quarterly (Spring, 1994) documents 
the abuse of eight women who filed complaints 
against the company for encouraging the harass- 
ment. A letter to the company managers that detailed 
the complaints and contained the women's names 
was copied and circulated around the plant, touch- 
ing off an intensification of abuse. As a result, the 
situation became so intolerable for the women that 
most of them settled for small cash payments from 
the company, "selling" their jobs for an amount 
equal to less than a year's wages. 

According to Council on Economic Priorities, Boise 
Cascade has one of the worst occupational safety 
records in the industry, charged with 340 willful 
violations (meaning beyond mere negligence, Boise 
Cascade knew the conditions existed) since 1988. As 
of July, 1994, government records show that 295 of 
these willful violations remain uncorrected. Boise 
Cascade toxic effluent releases have hovered around 
the industry average for the last decade, but a 1988 
EPA survey ranked their Wallula paper mill as the 
second highest dioxin polluter in the nation. 
SUGARLOAF AND 
THE BOISE CASCADE BOYCOTT 

Last year, the Siskiyou National Forest awarded the 
Sugarloaf timber sale, a 3 1 8 sale released by the Clinton 
Administration, to Boise Cascade, the high bidder 
back in 1989. Sugarloaf is inside a "late successional 
reserve" designated in the Clinton Forest Plan, and 
was opposed for that reason by former Oregon gover- 
nor Barbara Roberts, and thousands of citizens in 
Oregon and across the nation. After the sale was 
awarded, activists in southwest Oregon called for a 
boycott of Boise Cascade until they agreed to sell the 
10 million board feet (mmbf) sale back to the Forest 
Service. A form letter response to activists from Boise 
Cascade CEO George Harad claims that Sugarloaf 


(home to a nesting spotted owl pair) is not really old 
growth and that late successional reserves are meant 
to be logged in anyway. 

SALVAGE OUTLAWS 

Boise Cascade is also facing opposition in their 
home town of Boise, Idaho where the Forest Service 
designated the 130 mmbf Boise Foothills sale as a 
model for their salvage logging program. "It's not a 
model, but a debacle," report the Idaho Sporting 
Congress (ISC) and Save America's Forests (SAF), who 
inspected Boise Cascade's operations there and found 
violations including making unauthorized landings, 
constructing in stream protection zones, removing 
green trees and wildlife trees and "tractor-jammer" 
yarding where helicopter yarding was prescribed. In 
one place, Boise Cascade had cut far outside the sale 
boundary in another drainage. Instead of fining the 
company, the Forest Service changed the sale bound- 
aries, making a gift to Boise Cascade of the stolen 
timber! The ISC and SAF documented a grand total of 
2,224 violations of federal and state laws and admin- 
istrative procedures. Congressman Bruce Vento for- 
warded their report to the Inspector General of the 
Department of Agriculture, who decided in June to 
deep-six it in an internal Forest Service investigation. 

GREENWASHING AND THE DEFENSE OF 
"CORPORATE CULTURE" 

"What a Waste" says a Boise Cascade magazine ad, 
in the slick italic typeface that ad agencies use for 
emphasis these days. "Some extremist groups want to 
leave the dead trees to rot... doesn't it make more sense 
to salvage... ?" The ad goes on to claim that logging will 
prevent stream erosion and help forests recover from 
fire more quickly. But after Boise Cascade savaged 
Boise Foothills, huge stumps are all that remain on the 
banks of Rattlesnake Creek. The stream, once prime 
bull trout habitat, is now choked with tons of fine 
sediments dumped during the logging. 

Boise Cascade claims a commitment to "...being a 
responsible corporate citizen in the communities in 
which we operate, and providing active stewardship 
of the timberlands under our management." (1994 
Annual Report) Obviously, their bottom line is to 
increase the profits of their shareholders, but is there 
some other force behind Boise Cascade's depreda- 
tions? Even by the cruel logic of capitalism, is it 
rational to spend $30 million to bust a union as they 
did in Rumford, Maine? Aren't contented workers 
more productive? 

One of the women workers at the Boise Cascade St. 
Helens mill who brought a sexual harassment com-* 
plaint, described the working environment as "co- 
dependent." Drugs and hostility were rampant in the 
mill, cutting into the productivity of both men and 
women. Wouldn't it make more sense for the com- 
pany to encourage a supportive environment for all 
the workers? 

Similarly, does it make economic sense to devastate 
forest ecosystems following a fire, delaying their re- 
covery by decades? The language of economic justifi- 
cation is often just a cover for a sick "corporate 
culture" that is based on a need for domination and 
control that goes far beyond simple greed. 

But scrutiny of Boise Cascade only seems to stimu- 
late a siege mentality. After posting an earlier version 
of this profile on the internet, I received a letter from 
their legal department warning me of further action 
should I continue "distributing misleading informa- 
tion" about them. Similarly, the "Boise Eight" women 
workers got a letter threatening legal action against 
the Feminist Broadcast Quarterly for publishing its story 
on their sexual harassment suits, because the article 
"intended to do harm to the image of Boise Cascade." 
One thing the emperor will not suffer is a finger 
pointed to his nakedness. 

Kelpie Wilson resides in the Siskiyou Mountains of 
southern Oregon with her husband George. Both are 
longtime Earth Firstlers. When Kelpie is not out 
hugging trees, she is an outspoken population activist 
(see her letter on page three of this issue). 
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HSUS 


Ever dream of a special, self- 
expressing kind of ^action, an ^ 

government's controversial com- 
pound 1 080 wolfpoisoning program. After days of trekking through the 
cow patty-laden wasteland, FOW has made an interesting discovery. 
FOW will deliver their findings to the provincial legislature in Victoria 
this morning at 11 am. Expect a morning of action, controversy, 
confrontation, and perhaps a little humor... 

A covert war is being waged against the BC timber wolf, and has 
been for years. Our government would rather you and I didn't 
know about it, and would prefer not to discuss it with us. The 
Wildlife Service poisons approximately 300 timber wolves in 
British Columbia each year to appease the ranching community. 
The BC hunting and trapping regulations classify wolves as pests 
or vermin. There are no hunting restrictions on the wolf in this 
province. But according to the Wildlife Service it's not a problem; 
they claim "there is an overabundance of wolves in BC." FOW was 
even told by one wildlife officer that, "Wolves are a detriment to 
game and livestock populations." FOW response: "Horseshit." 

So what do you do when all the letters have been written, all the 
petitions long ago sent in, all the meetings have been attended, 
and there is still no change in "policy?" There are four options: 1. 
Call in an air strike. 2. Quit being an activist and get a real job. 3. 
Write more letters. 4. Dump a truckload of livestock feces on the 
lawn of the legislature while shouting obscenities. 

FOW critiqued all four options in their entirety, and after a 
marathon 36 hour meeting, we chose number four. (For the 
record, option one was the runner-up.) 


w activists prepare to deliver their findings the grass where four of us com- 
menced expressing ourselves to the onlooking passersby, politi- 
cians and, mainly, Environment Minister Moe Sihota. 

We hadn't unloaded half a ton before the shit hit the fan. "Stop 
that, you're breaking the law!... Look what you've done to the 
lawn!... You are under arrest!" 

"Horseshit! " we yelled back. They kept yelling, we kept shoveling. 
They finally clued into the fact that we were not stopping unless 
they made us. Four security goons jumped into the truck with us. 

"This is just like I dreamt it," I thought to myself. It was more 
than shit now; hippies, pitchforks, security guards, spit and sweat 
were all flying. OK, we resisted just a little, enough to please the 
media hounds and ourselves, but not enough to warrant criminal 
charges. They sure don't make hippies like they used to. 

The evening television news summed it up when they showed 
close ups of the signs duct taped to the side of our truck: WOLF 
POISONING IS HORSESHIT... NO PROTECTION FOR BC TIMBER 
WOLVES IS HORSESHIT... and, MOE SIHOTA STOP THE 
HORSESHIT AND BAN 1080. All four of us took a bust for criminal 
mischief and are due in court November 16. 

No compromise in defense of the wolf! Horseshit is free, but we 
conduct lots of other actions that cost loads of money. So, be a 
good hippie and send some of your parent's money. Friends of the 
Wolf, PO Box 2983, Vancouver, BC V6B 3X4 Canada, (604) 290- 
9256. 

— Friends of the Wolf 


Lawless Logging 
Threatens Idaho's Forests 


Nuke Resistance in Tennessee 


The Clearwater National Forest, covering an area of 1.8-million 
acres of land, with a little less than half currently roadless, is one of 
the most pristine in the National Forest system. It has the ignomini- 
ous distinction of having virtually none of its territory designated 
and managed as "Big W" Wilderness. Only a border area of the 
Selway/Bitterroot Wilderness is currently designated as such. When 
Congress passed the two bills protecting the Gospel Hump, the 
Selway/Bitterroot extensions and the Frank Church/River of No 
Return Wilderness areas, the issue of the roadless areas of the 
Clearwater were considered too controversial to be included. 

Clearwater country — largely lowlands characterized by broad 
valleys and terrain — consists of scrubby southern exposure slopes 
and vast lodgepole forests on northern and other aspect slopes. 
Groves of old-growth cedar, hemlock and white pine line pristine, 
granitic waterways. The Clearwater River and its primary tributar- 
ies, the Lochsa and Selway Rivers, contain some of the best salmon 
habitat in Idaho, and are also home to the threatened-but-not- 
listed bull trout. A remnant population of wild Chinook still 
spawn in Crooked Fork, and the hope for a beautiful, wild world 
still lives across the Clearwater. 

If grizzlies are to be successful in the Northern Rockies, few 
disagree that the roadless areas of Kelly Creek, Cayuse Creek and 
Weitas Creek provide necessary forage and low-elevation habitat 
for the great bear. Wolves have never left the Clearwater area. 
Though no denning sites have been found, evidence of constant 
wolf use of the Clearwater National Forest is consistently found. 
The Weitas Creek drainage holds one of the largest elk herds in 
Idaho, and northern goshawks are found throughout the intact 
roadless areas of the forest. 

The timber industry and the Forest Service will not stop until the 
last of the old-growth forest in the Clearwater is destroyed. 
Lawsuits, comments and appeals can help, but will probably not 
stop them. Although the Northern Rockies Ecosystem Protection 
Act includes these lands in its pages of language, hope of its 
passage in this current legislative session is next to nil. The only 
thing that will protect this forest is direct action. The White Sand 
roadless area will be the first major place threatened, and the saws 


Following a September 22 rally against the Watts Bar nuclear power plant, 50 
people occupied the lobby of the headquarters of the Tennessee Valley Authority 
(builder of the plant) for over an hour. 

Watts Bar is scheduled to begin fuel loading November 6. People country-wide have 
signed the Watts Bar Pledge of Resistance, avowing a massive stand of civil resistance 
should the TVA attempt to start the plant up. To sign on to the Pledge, or for more 
information, contact Katuah Earth First! at (6 IS) 624-3939. 


could start as early as next summer. The Draft EIS concerning this 
sale is currently out, and word in the underground is that the sale 
will be withdrawn and re-released as a salvage sale to prevent 
lawsuits. Other sales in this ranger district have been given the 
same treatment already. 

Write the address below and ask for information on all salvage 
logging projects on the Clearwater National Forest. Tell them what 
you think about destroying some of the last low-elevation country 
in the Northern Rockies. And get ready to come and visit next 
summer — at the least you'll have a nice vacation. 

One last word: watch these pages. This is an ongoing, developing 
situation. As soon as we know how to help you schedule your 
vacation plans, you'll be hearing from us! So y'all come, now! 

For more information contact the Cove/Mallard Coalition Of- 
fice at (208) 882-9755. 

Write Forest Supervisor Jim Caswell, Clearwater National Forest 
12730, US Hwy 12, Orofino, ID 83544. 
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South Colorado’s 
Seldom Seen Story 

by The Radical Weatherman 

Anybody heard of Grandote? Somebody had the 
audacity to name a goddamn golf course after 
Grandote — a spirit residing amid Wahatoya (known 
to most as the Spanish Peaks). Wahatoya — "Breasts 
of the Earth" — lies on the Rocky Mountain Front in 
southern Colorado, above the tiny, primarily 
Chicano, community of Aguilar. The indigenous 
people of the region perceived Grandote's presence 
in the Wahatoya, and believed the entire region's 
weather originated around and above the twin 
mountain peaks (one over 13,600 ft., the other over 
12,600 ft.). Below the peaks lie an extensive, biologi- 
cally-rich system of foothills, valleys and canyons, 
gradually smoothing out onto the High Plains. 
Home to elk, deer, cougar, black bear, bobcat, coy- 
ote, fox and a rapidly dwindling population of 
bighorn sheep, one can describe the area as some- 
thing of an overlapping of the Southwest and the 
southern Rockies. 

It was here, on one of the many private ranches in 
the area, that the 2nd annual Seldom Seen Soiree 
(formerly the Colorado Regional Round River Ren- 
dezvous) took place. From September 15-18, 25 
people came together to relax, network, and cel- 
ebrate local and regional ecological, indigenous, 
and related social and economic issues. People came 
from Colorado, Texas, New Mexico, Montana, Idaho, 
and Nebraska for a weekend of hiking, workshops, 
rap sessions and cultural exchange in what was 
referred to several times as the northeast corner of 
the Southwest. We were Chicano, Hispanic, Euro, 
and Asian; we ranged from 4 to 50 years in age. Yes, 
something vaguely resembling human diversity at 
an eco-gathering... 

While Wahatoya remains largely undamaged, the 
foothills region is undergoing rapid conversion into 
cattle ranches, summer houses, and yuppie subdivi- 
sions. With the cattle herds and townhouses come 
increasingly elaborate networks of barbed-wire 
fences. Lush stream courses are trampled into ar- 
royos, wildlife habitat is trashed and fragmented, 
and for the largely Chicano and Hispanic resident 
populations, both unemployment and the cost of 
living rise. This star-spangled fiasco is common 
throughout the southern Rockies, and a few people 
living in the sliadow of Wahatoya have gone to jail, 
usually on trumped-up charges, for making noise 
about it (a common consequence when the outspo- 
ken are both poor and non-European). 

The Chicano Movement here is solid, consisting 
mainly of Native Americans of the Southwest forced 
centuries ago by the Spaniards to adopt Roman 
Catholicism, second-class status, the Spanish lan- 
guage and Spanish surnames. Many are of Apache 
and even Aztec descent. They seek to re-establish 
land claims, halt the ecological exploitation, and to 
recover and preserve what little remains of their 
traditional culture. This is not an easy feat in the face 
of the dominant paradigm, especially when they've 
all but lost their traditional languages. This does not 
alter their resolve, however, and they very poignantly 
conveyed their story to the white activists present 
(EFlers and college students, primarily). The Chicano 
activists gave detailed accounts of water quality deg- 
radation, aberrations in local and regional weather 
patterns and declining wildlife populations. 

A solid base of common ground between Chicano 
and white activists lies in the pursuit of wilderness 
designation for Wahatoya. Sacred to the local 
Chicanos, the peaks remain largely unimpacted and 
wild. The primary obstacle to such designation is a 
single undeveloped mining claim stubbornly held 
by an Oklahoma resident who "hates wilderness," 
and actively resists activists' efforts. 

The interrelatedness of social, ecological and in- 
digenous issues provides a ration of wisdom which 
people living in the shadow of the Breasts of the 
Earth are most willing to share. Hope to see you next 
Autumnal Equinox at the Seldom Seen Soiree. For 
further enlightenment contact Tim Haugen at The 
Wild Ranch Review, Box 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 



Good 


Afternoon 


Mr 


President 


The sawdust flew on Columbus Day Weekend as Martha's Vineyard Earth First! welcomed President Bill Clinton, who came to the 
Massachusetts island to attend Ted Danson's wedding. 

Martha's Vineyard EF! dumped sawdust and stumps along the route of Clinton's armored caravan. The EFlers hung banners and set 
up an information booth where people could write Bill a message on a piece of wood. Bicycle-riding protestors were ordered off the road, 
with fists in the air, as Bill went by smiling and waving. 

When Clinton signed the Salvage Rider, he exempted logging from all environmental law. Let's not let Bill make an appearance 
without reminding him of what he has done. 
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DLr L-HALLENGES V-LINTON CUTS TO 


On October 17, the Biodiversity Legal Founda- 
tion (Foundation) and two wildlife biologists filed 
formal notice with Secretary of the Interior Bruce 
Babbitt of their intent to file suit in federal court 
against the US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) for 
issuing a directive and new policy that eliminates 
all Category 2 species from the candidate species 
list under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). The 
court action will also challenge the FWS' elimina- 
tion of the 90-day finding for petitions submitted 
under the ESA. The FWS, in its July 19, 1995 
directive to all its regional offices, attempted to 
implement the new weakening measures without 
any public notice and comment. 

A C-2 candidate is a species which is possibly 
threatened, but the available information is insuf- 
ficient to make an accurate decision on whether to 
formally propose it for listing under the ESA. 

While candidate species do not receive the same 
degree of protection that is accorded to species 
listed as either endangered or threatened, they do 
receive several benefits that they would not other- 
wise have. For example, the list of candidate spe- 
cies is published in the FWS "Notice of Review" 
which provides advance notice to state and federal 
agencies, private conservation organizations, pri- 
vate landowners, and the scientific community 
that a species may be listed thus furthering land 
use planning and habitat protection for the benefit 
of those species. 

In addition, the FWS monitors the status of all 
listing candidates to the fullest extent possible in 
order to prevent extinction or substantial declines 
of those species. Congress amended the ESA in 
1977 so that the FWS would be required to estab- 
lish a system to monitor the status of candidate 
species. Other benefits include eligibility for status 
survey moneys, inclusion in Conservation Agree- 
ments, and "sensitive species management" by the 
Forest Service. 

The FWS' deletion of the C-2 category results not 
only in a significant modification of the FWS' 
listing practices, but also results in the elimination 
of nearly 4,000 plant and animal species from the 
candidate species list — an action that strips these 
species of all the benefits and protections they 
received while on the list. 

Unfortunately, this move contradicts what even 


some opponents of the ESA say they want. The 
reactive parts of the Act, the requirements that 
affect species after their populations are so deci- 
mated they can qualify for listing, are expensive 
and unpopular. What's more, they are difficult and 
often impossible to implement. And they are, at 
times, biologically, genetically and ecologically 
questionable. The black-footed ferret and Califor- 
nia condor are case histories of waiting until it's 
too late. Such intense, last-ditch, spare-no-expense 
efforts, and the publicity surrounding them, seem 
almost designed to blacken the name and the 
intent of the ESA. 

In contrast, the proactive provisions of the ESA, 
the requirements to identify and protect species 
before they're on the edge of extinction, when they 
could be saved by appropriate and timely interven- 
tion, are being scrapped by this administration. 

The FWS has a substantive duty to utilize its 
authority to conserve all species, not just listed 
threatened and endangered species. Thus, when 
the FWS is presented with the opportunity to use 
its authorities to assist in preventing a species from 
becoming threatened or endangered, it cannot 
merely look the other way for non-biological — 
e.g., political — reasons. Indeed, that kind of short- 
sighted approach simply ensures the kinds of "train 
wrecks" that Secretary Babbitt has previously 
warned about. A C-2 designation and close moni- 
toring by the FWS is the only conceivable way to 
ensure that a species does not deteriorate to the 
point where listing is the only way to ensure its 
survival and recovery. 
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T A A /TP phjnni^* F ight for V ermont's Premier 
J-iAiVlD UI\UUi\. Roadless Area Continues 


by Buck Young 

The Lamb Brook Timber Sale, a 
nightmarish and illegal plan to road 
and log one of Vermont's only re- 
maining roadless wildlands has been 
the most widely condemned proposal 
by the US Forest "Service" in New 
England's history. But a recent ruling 
by federal Judge Franklin S. Billings 
has cast a dark shadow over hopes for 
wild forests and justice in the Green 
Mountains. 

The Lamb Brook Roadless Area, lo- 
cated on the Green Mountain Na- 
tional Forest near Wilmington, Ver- 
mont, is one of the last places in New 
England where you can stand in a 
valley, surrounded by mountains, 
miles in every directon from the near- 
est road. The 5,000 acre publicly owned 
wildland is critical habitat for a num- 
ber of species dependent on large ar- 
eas of unbroken forest, including nu- 
merous neotropical migratory song- 
birds. 

Dr. Albert Manville, an authority on 
black bears, says of the area, "In all my 
work assessing bear feeding habitat 
for hard mast in New England, Wis- 
consin, Michigan or elsewhere in 
North America, I have never seen such 
a heavily bear-utilized stand of Ameri- 
can beech as this one in the Lamb 
Brook area." 

Incredibly, with complete disregard 
for the law, common sense, fiscal re- 
sponsibility and the sanctity of wild 
forests, the Forest Service has decided 
that the best way to "manage" Lamb 
Brook is to construct three miles of 
road into its heart and log over two 
square miles of its remote forests at a 
cost of over $100,000 to taxpayers. 

The proposed roading and logging 
have been challenged in federal court 
by Green Mountain Forest Watch and a 
coalition of national and local environ- 
mental groups, including, RESTORE: The 
North Woods, The Wilderness Society, 
The Sierra Club, National Audubon So- 
ciety and the Vermont Audubon Coun- 
cil. A number of individuals have also 
joined the legal fray, including local 
residents and the author of the Forest 
Plan for the Green Mountain National 
Forest, James Northup. 

According to Mr. Northup in his 
testimony to the court: 

While serving as forest planner for the 
Green Mountain National Forest, I dis- 
covered the Lamb Brook area, an extraor- 
dinarily rare and special place. The area 
contains a five and a half thousand-acre 
block of national forest that is still rela- 
tively unroaded and undisturbed. A large 
ring of mountains surrounds the core of 
the area and completely insulates bears, 
other species requiring remote conditions, 
and backcountry hikers from the sights 
and sounds of highways, houses and 
other human developments. When in this 
basin, one experiences a sense of wildness 
and solitude that is exceedingly rare in 
southern New England, and essentially 
nonexistent on private land. 

The Lamb Brook area epitomizes the 
kinds of scarce and precious conditions 
that the Forest Service promised to protect 
when it adopted its management plan in 
1987.1 helped write that plan, and I view 
it as a contract between the Forest Service 
and the public. Building a road into the 



heartof 
this remote, 
special area and log- 
ging some of the 
state's best bear 
habitat would vio- 
late the letter and in- 
tent of that contract, 
and would betray the 
public's trust. This 
lawsuit is a last ditch 
attempt to hold 
the Forest Ser- 
vice account- 
able to its 
stewardship du- 
ties and to the many promises it 
has made to the public in the Plan. 

The proposal to log Lamb Brook has 
been criticized by both of Vermont's 
senators, the planning commissions 
of the towns in which Lamb Brook 
lies, and the state of Vermont's black 
bear biologist. 

Presenting testimony on behalf of 
Lamb Brook were three of the nation's 
top black bear biologists, including 
the State of Vermont's Black Bear spe- 
cialist, the director of the Cornell Lab 
of Ornithology, the author of the 
Breeding Bird Atlas of Vermont, and a 
former archaeologist for the Forest 
Service. The archaeologist stated in 
sworn testimony that senior members 
of the eastern regional office of the US 
Forest Service instructed the Green 
Mountain National Forest staff to 
evade legal requirements and hide the 
damaging effects of their proposal 
while preparing the Lamb Brook envi- 
ronmental analysis [see story below]. 

According to the biologists' affida- 
vits, Lamb Brook's remote forests are 
an important breeding ground for 
many species of Neotropical migra- 


tory songbirds who then popu- 
late the rest of the state. The log- 
ging and road construction would 
make eggs of these songbirds vulner- 
able to nest predators and parasites. 
The testimony also demonstrates that 
the proposal would destroy some of 
North America's finest black bear habi- 
tat, and could extirpate the bears from 
the 1 7,000-acre black bear subunit that 
contains the Lamb Brook Roadless 
Area. 

The Forest Service responded to these 
allegations by requesting that the 
Judge bar from the courtroom all of 
the testimony presented by the con- 
servation organizations and individu- 
als and to consider only the testimony 
presented by the Forest Service. 

A month later, in a nauseating ges- 
ture of bureaucratic acquiescence, 
Judge Franklin Billings granted the 
Forest Service request. 

How can justice to be done if the 
court will only consider one side of 
the case? 

What is so striking about the ruling 
is that the Green Mountain National 
Forest is public land, and Forest Ser- 
vice employees are public servants. 


These lands belong to the public, and 
the Forest Service is employed by the 
public, but the public, it seems, has no 
right to present evidence in court to 
challenge these activities. 

Following this disgraceful maneu- 
ver, Judge Billings retired and handed 
over the case to newly appointed Judge 
J. Garvin Murtha. Actually he only 
handed over half the case — the testi- 
mony presented by the Forest Service. 

Upon learning of Billing's retire- 
ment, the conservationists' kick-ass 
legal team, Steve Saltonstall of Green 
Mountain Forest Watch, Lewis Milford 
of Conservation Law Foundation, and 
Andrew Goldberg of Green Mountain 
Forest Watch (Esquires, all) filed a 
"Motion for Reconsideration of Record 
Supplementation Issues To Correct 
Clear Error and Prevent Manifest In- 
justice" with Judge J. Murtha asking 
him to reverse Billings' order. The 
motion reads in part, 

The plaintiffs move this court to recon- 
sider the record supplementation issues 
decided by Judge Billings... 

In those decisions, Judge Billings held 
that this case must be decided based 
solely on the evidence adduced by one 
side in this litigation — the side of the 
United States government. He barred 
from any consideration all of the plain- 
tiffs' expert affidavits on the bear and 
bird habitat issues that form the crux of 
this environmental case, while agreeing 
to admit into the administrative record 
all of the affidavits that the Forest Ser- 
vice had filed to rebut the plaintiffs' 
proffered testimony. 

The decisions mean that this Court 
may not consider any evidence from 
plaintiffs' experts showing that the For- 
est Service project in question will be 
greatly destructive of the environment, 
but that it must consider all of the evi- 
dencegenerated by the same agency that 
seeks to justify that project. 

With all due respect, Judge Billings' 
decisions were clearly wrong on the law 
and will result in manifest injustice un- 

continued on the next page 


Forest Service Conducts Crime School 


Ms. Shelley Hight, an archaeologist employed by the 
US Forest Service for four years, filed an affidavit in 
Federal Court stating that Forest Service officials from 
the Forest Service's Regional Office for Eastern National 
Forests instructed her and other Green Mountain Na- 
tional Forest employees to violate the National Forest 
Management act in preparing the Environmental Analy- 
sis for the Lamb Brook Timber Sale. The Regional Office 
in Milwaukee under District Ranger Floyd Morita over- 
sees the management of all eastern National Forests. 
Ms. Hight's claims are corroborated by minutes from 
meetings held by the Regional Office with the Green 
Mountain National Forest staff already filed with the 
court. 

Ms. Hight states in her affidavit that she felt she had 
a "responsibility to disclose to the court what really 
occurred with the Forest Service on Lamb Brook." 

According to the affidavit: 

• Forest Service staffers from the Regional Office held 
training sessions for the Vermont staff on Lamb Brook, the 
purpose of which was to show the staff "how to get around 
the National Environmental Policy Act requirements." 

• The Regional office instructed the Vermont staff to 
"ensure that their work refrain from revealing poten- 


tially significant environmental impacts which might 
upset the result desired by the Forest Service..." 

• Regional NEPA coordinator Dain Mattox told his 
Vermont subordinates they should claim the Forest 
Service's reason for logging Lamb Brook was "habitat 
creation," a "euphemistic and misleading" attempt "de- 
signed to mute public opposition." 

• Information that Lamb Brook was a "bear nursery" 
was not included in the Lamb Brook Environmental 
Assessment. 

• The Forest Service "deliberately circumvented NEPA 
requirements" on Lamb Brook. 

Ms. Hight's affidavit demonstrates that although 
changes for the better may be taking place in the Forest 
Service at the top, there are serious roadblocks in the 
regional office. The Regional Office is using taxpayers' 
money to conduct Crime Schools, which teach Forest 
Service employees to break the law. These legal viola- 
tions have gone on long enough. The record couldn't be 
any clearer. The Forest Service is blatantly and deliber- 
ately violating the law. It is time our Senators and 
Congresspeople put an end to this. They cannot allow 
the Forest Service to continue their illegal assault on our 
National Forest. 
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Monster Port Wants Maine's Forests 



by Melissa Burch 


On September 12, over 200 people gathered in 
Belfast, Maine to voice their support for or heartfelt 
opposition to the proposed construction of a mas- 
sive cargo port on Sears Island. Sixty port oppo- 
nents, including members of the United Brother- 
hood of Carpenters and Joiners, the International 
Paper Workers Union, the Coalition for Sensible 
Energy, Maine Coastal Waters Project, the Sierra 
Club, Earth First! and Native Forest Network activ- 
ists, spoke to the importance of protecting Sears 
Island from development. 

Those speaking out against the port pointed to 
the generally bogus and incomplete nature of the 
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement 
(SEIS) prepared by port proponent, the Maine De- 
partment of Transportation (MDOT). "Because of 
the proposed port's secondary and cumulative 
impacts on Penobscot Bay and the sourcing area 
(including using Maine's forests for woodchips — a 
major component of the export plan for the port), 
we are asking the Army Corps of Engineers and 
the Federal Highway Administration to find in 
their record of decision that there would be 
significant environmental impacts incurred 
by the port and to therefore deny the 
state of Maine the clean water per- 
mit they seek and require a new, 
more elaborate SEIS. If the Army 
Corps of Engineers does grant a clean 
water permit, we will request that 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) exercise their author- 
ity and veto the project," said Ron 
Huber, of the Maine Coastal Waters 
Project. 

Mainstream media focussed on a 
small, but vocal group of protesters 
who were booing, hissing and caus- 
ing general mayhem during the hear- 
ings. Why the hoopla? First, orga- 
nizers of the hearings insisted on 
letting 25 government officials — all 
men, all paid to give testimony and 
all in support of the port — speak for 
three hours before the public was 
given a voice. Consequently, most 
reporters anc} TV news media had 
come and gone before the public had 
a chance to speak. "Politicians who 
should have been there to listen to the 
public rattled off their prepared state- 
ments and left," said Jim Freeman, a local 
activist. Many waited 10 hours to give testi- 
mony, including the federal agencies opposed to 
the port, the US Fish and Wildlife Service and the 
National Marine Fisheries Service, and the re- 
gional head of the EPA John de Villars who unfor- 
tunately gave a very "wishy-washy" testimony. 


The moderator for the hearings was also hired by 
the MDOT and the Maine Forest Products Coun- 
cil, another biased move by hearing organizers. 

In spite of it all, port opponents felt the hearings 
were successful. By 

ing partici- 
pants had 
testified 


in opposition to port 
construction, while only 
40% testified in favor. Also, law 
requires that anything asked "on the 
record" be answered on the record. Oppo- 
nents feel they made a strong case for the 
inadequacy of the SEIS that may succeed in 
derailing the port. 

Sears Island, traditionally named " Wassumkeag," 
is the largest uninhabited island on the coast of 
Maine. Located less than a quarter mile off shore in 
Penobscot Bay near the midcoast town of Searsport, 
Sears Island provides an incredibly diverse combi- 
nation of freshwater and marine habitats includ- 
ing invaluable undisturbed wetlands. Seventy per- 


cent of Maine's water and wetland species live in 
this area. In addition, the island provides critical 
eelgrass bed nurseries for many species and is an 
important stop for neotropical birds along the 
flyway from the Arctic to South America. It also has 
a ledge seals use as a rest area. 

The Maine Department of Transportation has 
been trying since 1978 to build a cargo terminal 
on Sears Island. The project would cost taxpay- 
ers at least $55 million dollars. Filling Sears 
Island wetlands for cargoport construction 
would have a direct and devastating impact on 
wildlife and surrounding waters. 

Perhaps even more frightening are the ad- 
verse affects the port would have on Maine's 
forests. Although the port would have multiple 
uses,. MDOT consultants say the port must ex- 
port 600,000 tons of woodchips per year to be 
economically viable. The intent of the project 
is to benefit business in Hancock, Waldo, Knox, 
Lincoln, Penobscot, Aroostook, Somerset, 
Franklin and Kennebec counties, where log- 
ging and milling are the major enterprises. 
The MDOT refuses to disclose which com- 
panies will supply the woodchips, or where 
they will be exported to. 

At the insistence of the EPA, the MDOT 
prepared an Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS), as well as a Supple- 
mental EIS, when they finally ad- 
mitted to the existence of wet- 
lands on the island. Unfortu- 
nately, neither of these reports 
examine the potential impact 
of increased logging in Maine's 
forests to meet the port's de- 
mand for woodchips. If woodchip 
exporj is absolutely necessary for the 
port to make economic sense, and the main 
purpose of the port is to benefit surrounding 
logging and milling communities, the EIS should 
go into great detail about the environmental and 
economic effects of logging at the point source. In 
reality, the reports ignore these "side effects," 
focusing solely on impacts to the island and 
surrounding waters. 

Write in opposition to the port and tell them the 
present SEIS is unacceptable, as it does not include 
a study of the impacts on the sourcing area of the 
woodchips. John De Villars, Administrator, EPA- 
New England, JFK Federal Building, Boston, MA 
02203 Colonel Earle Richardson, Army Corps of 
Engineers, 424Tapelo Road, Waltham, MA 02254 
Brian Nutter, Project Director, MDOT, State House 
Station #16, Augusta, ME 04333. 

For more information contact Jim Freeman, 
NFN, RR2 Box 370, Verona Island, ME 04416; 
(207) 469-2552. 


Lamb Brook 


continued from the previous page 


less they are reconsidered now and re- 
versed... Failure to correct this error will, 
we suggest, lead to reversal on appeal, a 
situation which this court, on reconsid- 
eration has the opportunity to avoid. 

At the same time as this motion 
was being filed by the conservation- 
ists, the Forest Service filed a "Motion 
for Summary Judgement" asking the 
Judge to rule on their behalf immedi- 
ately, without considering the con- 
tested testimony. 

Throughout our lives, we who love 
public forests are told over and over 
that we must work within the system 
for change. For years, Green Moun- 
tain Forest Watch has tried diligently 
to do just that. The lawsuit was a last 
resort attempt to work within the 
system to force the Forest Service to 


obey the law. The ruling to consider 
only the evidence of the Forest Ser- 
vice means that the public has no 
ability to effectively challenge the 
management of public lands within 
the system. It is difficult to maintain 
faith in what just recently seemed the 
only remaining branch of govern- 
ment with any integrity, the US judi- 
cial system. 

If the current ruling is not reversed, 
and the lawsuit is lost, it will not 
mean that we were wrong in our suit, 
but that the public has no right to 
challenge the actions of public ser- 
vants on public lands. It will not 
mean the Forest Service decision is 
legal, but that the Forest Service has 
the right to act illegally. 

This is undemocratic, un-American 


and unacceptable. The Forest Service 
has made it clear they have no con- 
cern for Lamb Brook. They have no 
concern for its wildness, and no con- 
cern for its wildlife. They have no 
concern for the people who love Lamb 
Brook. They have no concern for the 
land, owned by the public, or the 
wishes of the public they supposedly 
serve. They care only for themselves 
and their budgets. 

Rather than owning up to their 
mistakes in the face of incontestable 
evidence, they have asked instead 
that this evidence be thrown out of 
court. Is this "Caring for the land and 
serving people?" It is not. It is caring 
for nothing and serving themselves. 

Gone are the days when we stood 
idly by and allowed our forests to be 
illegally ravaged by the agency en- 
trusted with their protection. The For- 


est Service has lost the right to claim 
stewardship over these public lands. 
They have failed in their duty as public 
servants. It is now up to us, the public, 
to protect our forests, our wildlife, and 
uphold the laws of our nation. 

The friends of Vermont's forest will 
not let Lamb Brook not be destroyed 
in silence. This is our National Forest. 
Protect it, or leave it be; love it, or 
leave it alone. This is our National 
Forest, our land, our wilderness, and 
we want it alive and vibrant. We want 
it unroaded and unexploited. We 
want it wild, and we want it intact. 

For more information contact 
Green Mountain Forest Watch, 48 
Elliot St. Brattleboro, VT05301; (802) 
257-4878 grnmt@sover.net 
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i The World Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
were stunned by a fourth day of demonstrations on October 1 1 
when activists from the Native Forest Network (NFN) and Earth 
I First! ^hung two banner^ 

I tors gathered on the side- 
walk with signs, placards 

and a megaphone, talking with passers-by and heckling World 
Bank and IMF employees on their way to work. Police pushed the 
demonstrators back at one point but they soon returned to march, 
chant and bellow through the megaphone in front of the World 

I Bank/IMF building entrances and right below the banners on the 
crane. Howls echoed through the streets of Washington, reaching 
the Mexican Embassy a block away. The action coincided with the 
World Bank/IMF Annual Meetings and followed demonstrations 
by the National Commission for Democracy in Mexico (NCDM), 
the US 50 Years is Enough Coalition, the Atlantic Life Community 
and the international Action for Solidarity, Equality, Environ- 
g ment and Development (A SEED) student network at a variety of 
y, events and locations around Washington. The NFN/EF! action was 
launched in solidarity with the Zapatista National Liberation 
Army (EZLN) and with people from around the world who gath- 
& ered here to protest the annual World Bank/IMF meeting. 

"We strive to dismantle institutions like the World Bank and 
£ IMF, whose lending policies impoverish people everywhere and 
K exploit the global ecology via destructive projects, "said Orin 
® Langelle of the NFN's Eastern North American Resource Center. 
B "This action is in solidarity with the EZLN and the people of 
|J Chiapas, whose struggle against multinational corporate domina- 
I? tion of the Earth is an inspiration to freedom fighters 
everywhere, "Langelle continued. 

I The NCDM and US EZLN representative Cecelia Rodriguez were 
in Washington to protest both the World Bank/IMF economic 
policies which helped lead to the suffering of the "poorest of the 
poor"in Chiapas and the peso crisis in Mexico, and Mexican 
President Ernesto Zedillo's DC visit to request millions more 
dollars from President Clinton to bail out the wealthy Mexican 
and Wall Street investors' losses from the crisis. 

Thirteen years ago the World Bank and the IMF, principal 
architects of Mexico's economic program, promoted deregulation 
of trade and financial markets. High interest rates were encour- 
aged to attract foreign investment and short-term speculation. 
Billions of dollars were invested. Additionally, theSelva Lacandona, 
one of Mexico's and North America's few remaining tropical 
rainforests lies in the Mexican state of Chiapas. Unfortunately, the 
Selva Lacandona sits atop rich oil fields. 

According to Greenpeace, since 1947, 20 million poor people 
^ have been evicted from their homes in India alone due to World 
3 Bank development loans that fund massive dams and other 
, megaprojects. World Bank and IMF lending policies have had 
® similar effects in many countries, keeping poor countries in 
| debt by building infrastructure they cannot afford. The World 
£ Bank reaps over $1.1 billion in annual profits even though its 
policies harm the planet's poorest people and result in massive 
3 ecological damage. 

Three activists who occupied the tower of the crane at the World 
Bank construction site were arrested after several hours locked onto 
5 the crane. One of the activists occupied the driver's cab at the top of 
the crane, foiling attempts to remove her until she chose to descend. 
All three chose to descend because they were informed by the 


construction company (Hyman Construction) that charges would 
not be pressed. In fact, the construction workers were highly support- 
ive. Even the crane operator expressed his support for our right to 

protest. However, when 
the three descended they 
were detained by IK ! po- 
■ lice. ! lyman still did not 

want to press charges, nor 

police insisted on arrest - 
ing the three on charges 
DF of illegal entry. After a 
? ( 1 night in cockroach-in- 

' :A ; ' - . , f" ,J 'Ijij M fested cells, all charges 

f| ' were dropped, proving 

«!, iiJElKiBii these three should never 

l: have been arrested. 

A . [js 'iiili, -BfiaMJ l':£i' The ugliest part of these 

arrests was that the two 
J §J&§fifl|i|flu 2 white activists were 

~ lowed to walk 


away 

J 1 . (though one appears to 
HP j p g ? have escaped) wh ile three 

JIV If jV Z people of color were ar- 

B V . - ^ rested. As soon as they 

CjE *1 m were arrested, in front of 

October 9, Washington DC— EZLN of Chiapas, a group of supporters, 
Mexico marches on World Bank/IMF annual meeting. construction workers pe- 
destrians and World Bank/IMF employees, supporters loudly berated 
the police for racism, confronting them with a megaphone and loud 
curses while briefly blocking their cars. 

VIVA ZAPATA! 

For more info on the situation in Chiapas please contact: 

NFN Eastern North America Resource Center, PO Box 57 Burlington, 
VT 04502; (802)863-0571, fax (802)863-2532, e-mail: 
nfnena@igc.apc.org, and National Commission for Democracy in 
Mexico, 601 N. Cotton St, #A103 El Paso, TX 79902 (915)532-8383. 
phone/fax Email: moonlight@igc.apc.org 


World Bank meeting October 1 1, Washington, D.C. 
The banners read, "World Bank=Genocide,” and, "US Out of Mexico" 
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Digging Everyone’s Grave: 

World Bank’s Mining Mayhem 


By Pratap Chatterjee 

From the deserts of southern Peru to the tropical 
forests of Papua New Guinea in the South Pacific, a 
relatively new World Bank agency is helping min- 
ing multinationals dig deep for copper and gold. 

The Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency 
(MIGA), a five-year-old Bank affiliate, sells insur- 
ance against risks like nationalization of assets and 
war to companies that have set up ventures in 
developing countries. The Bank regards this service 
as critical to the effort to promote direct foreign 
investment in poor countries. 

In 1994-95, MIGA was paid 14.4 million dollars 
in fees for insuring 1.6 billion dollars in projects 
ranging from mining to silk production in develop- 
ing countries. 

MIGA guarantees multinational companies 
in developing countries against political inter- 
vention, but what affected communities really 
need is insurance against possible abuse by the 
foreign companies, all of whom have dubious 
environmental records. 

MIGA awarded three US multinationals and their 
banks 105.5 million dollars in new insurance cover- 
age last year. Cyprus Climax Metals of Colorado and 
Magma Copper company of Arizona were awarded 
insurance for existing copper mines in southern 
Peru they acquired from the Peruvian government. 
Newmont Mining of Colorado bought insurance for 
a new gold mine in Yanacocha, northern Peru. 

Last year MIGA also provided Newmont's 
planned gold-mining operations in Uzbekistan in 
central Asia with 10 million dollars in insurance 
coverage. MIGA held a seminar in Toronto, Canada, 
this May to encourage multinationals to invest in 
mining in Africa. 

All three of the mining companies insured by 
MIGA conduct major mining operations in the 
US. Local groups here say that all of them have 
run afoul of the law for major environmental or 
safety violations. 

Magma, which has taken over the Tintaya copper 
mine in Peru, was cited by the Arizona state mining 
inspector last January for 13 safety violations that 
resulted in the death of four miners in August 1 993. 

Magma's Pinto Valley operations in Arizona cre- 
ate 65,000 torts of copper mine tailings a day. A large 
quantity of this fine-white powder was washed into 
the local water supply in 1993 after a dam burst. Nor 
was this the first such accident for Magma. The 


Magma copper mine in Superior, Arizona destroyed 
water supplies in Queen Creek in 1990 when a 
similar accident occurred. 

Cyprus Climax Metals, which took over the 
Cerroverde copper mine in Peru, has also caused 
major environmental pollution. Its copper mine in 
Baghdad, Arizona heavily contaminated Copper 
Creek in 1978-79 when acidic water waste from the 
copper mine was washed 
into it by heavy rains. 

In 1990 Newmont Min- 
ing, a company that is partly 
owned by maverick billion- 
aire James Goldsmith, lost 
its rights to mine for ura- 
nium on land near Spokane, 

Washington, when it ig- 
nored repeated government 
demands to take care of over 
15.5 billion liters of acidic 
water in pits that threat- 
ened to leak into the Co- 
lumbia River. 

These environmental di- 
sasters have cost the com- 
panies millions of dollars 
in fines. And it is these 
costs, in addition to fears of falling copper prices, 
that explain why US companies are now expand- 
ing abroad. 

Will these companies respect environmental 
rules in other countries? Activists like Michael 
Gregory of the Arizona Toxics Project, who has 
been fighting several of these same companies in 
his home state, thinks not: “The problem is that 
none of these companies use the concept of 
pollution prevention. They would rather get away 
with whatever they can." 

Worse still, the companies are more likely to 
escape scrutiny in poor countries. 'The World Bank's 
role in helping these companies is very scary given 
that Peru has no environmental enforcement mecha- 
nism," says Dick Kamp, an activist with the Border 
Ecology Project in Arizona who has inspected Peru- 
vian mines on behalf of local Peruvian communities. 

MIGA's role in "developing" Peru is not surpris- 
ing considering their environmental and social 
track record. Its very first insurance policy, awarded 
in 1990 to Freeport McMoRan, a Louisiana com- 
pany, has already come under fire from human 
rights groups. 



Freeport took out the MIGA insurance on its 
copper and gold prospecting operations in West 
Papua, the western half of the island of New Guinea. 
West Papua was renamed Irian Jaya in 1990 after 
Indonesia invaded it. Shortly after the invasion, 
Freeport was given the license to operate the world's 
largest gold mine there. 

Over the last year, Freeport security officials and 
the Indonesian army have been 
accused of massacring 3 7 people 
for protesting near their mines, 
according to a report issued by 
the Australian Council for Over- 
seas Aid. Freeport's existing 
mines dump 115,000 tons of 
toxic mining waste a day into 
three local rivers that supply 
drinking water to the Amungme 
indigenous people, according 
to an Indonesian environmen- 
tal group. 

Activists in the United States 
point out that Freeport's envi- 
ronmental work in Irian Jaya 
could have easily been pre- 
dicted by examining its record 
in this country. Statistics is- 
sued by the US Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) show that Freeport is the biggest polluter in 
the country. 

But MIGA points out that it is not providing insur- 
ance for the local communities. "Even if there is an 
environmental disaster, it is not really our problem. It 
would be a little like appealing to your car insurance 
company after you were accused of murder," says 
Gerald West, a senior adviser at MIGA. 

West says he was approached this June by Indo- 
nesian citizen groups who were concerned about 
MIGA's support for Freeport. But he said there was 
nothing MIGA could do about it. "One needs to be 
careful not to over-react. All of these accusations 
have yet to be fully documented," he said. 

MIGA itself has no capacity to follow up on these 
charges. It does not have an environmental official 
among its small, 60-member staff. Instead, it con- 
tracts environmental work to the International Fi- 
nance Corporation, the World Bank affiliate which 
supports the private sector in developing countries. 
"If the IFC tells us that the project will cause envi- 
ronmental problems, we do tell our Board of Direc- 
tors," says West. 


GreekTurtle Endangered — Protectors Bombed 


An explosive device was set off in the offices of the 
Greek Zakynthian Ecological Movement (ZOK) Sep- 
tember 29. At the time of the attack 15 friends of 
ZOK including three children were in the building 
preparing the ZOK newspaper. Fortunately, the 
explosion mostly caused only material dam- 
ages. Architect N. Lykouressis, one of ZOK's 
founders, was injured in the blast. 

ZOK, the Sea Turtle Protection Soci- 
ety (STPS), Greenpeace and WWF 
Greece have been actively campaign- 
ing for the creation of a Marine Park 
in the Bay of Laganas in order to 
protect the most important nesting 
habitat of the Loggerhead sea turtle in 
the Mediterranean. Zakynthos' signifi- 
cance for the survival of this endangered 
species has been long recognized by the 
international scientific community. However, 

Greek authorities have yet to come up with an 
integrated plan for the management of the coastal 
zone including compensation for landowners who 
are affected by existing regulations. As a result, 
existing legislation is not enforced and local au- 
thorities often turn a blind eye to illegal activities 
which further degrade the habitat. 

This unprecedented terrorist attack aims at sub- 
verting all efforts for the creation of the Marine Park 


and at intimidating all those who seek to bring order 
to the currently unregulated and chaotic develop- 
ment of the island. However, this is not a totally 


unexpected event. The 

Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) have 
been the target of an unprecedented defamation 
campaign led by local politicians closely tied with 
interest groups opposed to any regulations on the 
tourist development of Zakynthos' coastal areas. 
Some politicians have even made public statements 


inciting violence against environmentalists. Ironi- 
cally, only hours before Friday night's bomb attack, 
one of the most aggressive members of Zakynthos' 
Prefectural Council called again for "throwing all 
ecologists out of Zakynthos." Fortunately, such opin- 
ions do not reflect the public sentiment in 
Zakynthos and have been condemned by 
several local authorities. 

Following the bomb attack, the NGOs 
issued a statement calling on local 
authorities to distance themselves 
from those interest groups which 
are sabotaging the creation of the 
Marine Park; to publicly denounce 
all local officials who have been mak- 
ing provocative statements inciting vio- 
lence against NGOs; to take all measures 
necessary for the restoration of law and 
order in Zakynthos; and to seek co-operation 
with the NGOs for the preservation of Zakynthos' 
unique natural heritage. 

Please mail or fax a letter to the Greek Minister of 
Environment, Mr. Konstantinos Laliotis, Physical 
Planning and Public Works, Amaliados 17, 115 21 
Athens; fax 30-1-645-1793. E-mail a copy of your 
letters to Greek NGOs. It will double their value! CC: 
Vassilios Katsoupas Campaigns Manager, WWF 
Greece, e-mail: gaia@compulink.gr 
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Congress Tramples Arctic Caribou Herd 


by Lenny Kohm 

Two of the most powerful men in Congress are 
trying to create the largest welfare program ever by 
giving our public 
lands to corporate 
interests for mere 
pennies on the 
dollar. 

This huge cor- 
porate welfare 
project began 
when Senator 
Frank Murkowski 
(R-Alaska) and 
Representative 
Don Young (R- 
Alaska) were ap- 
pointed chair- 
men of two of the 
most powerful 
committees in 
Congress. 

Murkowski reigns 
as the chairman of the Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources committee, and Young assists corporate 
interests as the chairman of the House Natural 
Resources committee. 

One of Young's first acts as chair was to change the 
name of the Natural Resources Committee to just 
"Resources Committee." Meanwhile, Murkowski has 
recently outdone himself by threatening certain 
senators with severe punishment for daring to vote 
against anything that is on his personal agenda. 
Some senators have been threatened by cuts in 
federal contracts going to industries in their states, 
while another senator had anonymous holds placed 
on all the legislation he was promoting within 
hours of voting against Murkowski in the Senate 
Energy Committee. Another senator received threats 
of nuclear waste being dumped in his state without 
any restrictions at all. 

These two jokers are giving away America's "Last 
Great Wilderness," the coastal plain of the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska, to the oilies. The 


152,000-strong porcupine caribou herd uses this 
area every summer for its annual calving and post- 
calving activities, before migrating past the Gwich'in 
people's villages in Alaska and Canada. Every year 

the Gwich'in people 
depend on the por- 
cupine caribou herd 
for 85 percent of 
their food supply. 
This partnership has 
existed for thou- 
sands of years. 

The "Robber Bar- 
ons" have tried, on 
four separate occa- 
„ sions, to introduce 
| legislation that 
would open the 
coastal plain of the 
Arctic Refuge to the 
devastating activities 
of the oil and gas in- 
dustry. These are the 
same folks that 
brought us the Exxon Valdez, the Gulf War and other 
well-covered-up blunders that have resulted in more 
than 300 billion gallons of crude oil being dumped 
into the oceans during the past 25 years. Congress 
rejected development legislation four times because 
the American people don't want to pay for 100 drill 
pads, four airfields, two ports, two desalinization 
plants, and 100 miles of pipeline. In addition, 

300 miles of roads and facilities for 6,000 
workers would be built right in the center of 
the porcupine caribou herd's calving 
grounds, the biological heart of the last 
complete ecosystem left in North America. 

Now, in a desperate attempt to have their 
way, greedy oil interests are attempting to 
use the current budget reconciliation process 
now being debated in Congress to accomplish 
their evil deeds. Language in the budget reconcili- 
ation bill calls for $1.3 billion in revenue over a 
seven-year period by leasing the coastal plain to the 
oilies for exploration. 


Not only are they morally wrong, they can't even 
do the math right. The $1.3 billion revenue calcula- 
tion is based on the price of a barrel of oil rising to 
$37. Crude oil now sells for approximately $ 1 7.50 a 
barrel. Also, this fictional $1.3 billion figure is predi- 
cated on a 50/50 split of the royalties between the 
State of Alaska and the federal government. The 
royalty split on income from oil production in 
Alaska has always been 90% for the state and 10% 
for the federal government. This new, so-called 
"responsible Congress" should hire some folks who 
graduated from the third grade to help them with 
their arithmetic. 

As the Journal goes to press, we received the bad 
news that the fate of the refuge, the caribou and the 
Gwich'in people hangs in the balance awaiting a 
veto from President Clinton's heretofore poison 
pen. The people who represent us in the Senate 
voted 51-48 on Oct. 27 to keep the evil Arctic Refuge 
revenue provision in the budget bill. 

Could big money have had anything to do with it? 
The US Public Interest Research Group and Public 
Citizen say that 54 political action committees 
(PACs) that have fought to open the refuge for oil 
and gas development contributed more than $1 7.5 
million to politicians between 1989andjune, 1995. 
The blood is still on their hands: at least $5 million 
went to current senators. 

What can you and I do to stop the 
trashing of our Arctic Refuge by the 
oilies? How can we prevent the 
genocide of another priceless 
native culture off the face of 
the Earth by corporate greed? 
Flip-floppin' Bubba recently 
wrote that he intended to 
veto the budget bill if it con- 
tained any language open- 
ing the coastal plain. Thank 
him, and let him know that 
you expect him to honor his 
commitment this time. 

Call the Capitol switchboard at (202) 
334-3121, and write President Clinton's at The 
White House, Washington, DC 20500. 



The Arctic coastal plain as it looks now, before the 
oil industry has their way with it. 



Welcome to "Subversive Economics" 


by Tim Haugen 

First, a warning to all you eco-freaks with ideas for 
new Journal features: Be careful with suggestions to 
the journalistas; they may tell you to start writing 
your own column. 

Coming soon to a radical environmental journal 
near and dear to your heart: 

SUBVERSIVE ECONOMICS 

This feature will serve as a forum for the exchange 
of knowledge and ideas concerning practical ways 
that individuals, families and cooperative commu- 
nities can increase their independence from the 
established economic system. We can enhance the 
quality of our lives even as we minimize our finan- 
cial collusion with the parasitic status quo. 

Let me emphasize one thing: "Subversive Eco- 
nomics" could be described superficially as a forum 
for radical penny pinchers. However, its 
ultimate purpose will be to undermine 
materialist values. Admittedly, my some- 
what immodest goal is to facilitate the 
peaceful demise of big business and big 
government by depriving them of money. 

We've all been frustrated by the failure of 
society to grasp the realities of extinction, 
ozone depletion, global warming, etc... 
However, it's not difficult to pinpoint the 
reason for society's inertia. Significant 
change is contrary to the wishes of power- 
ful economic interests, which are the same 
interests that own the media and provide 
political decision-makers with funds for 
election campaigns. 

These economic interests have an addi- 
tional advantage: the vast majority will 
not work to effect meaningful change with- 
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out a clear and unambiguous perception of the need 
to do so. If too many people seem prepared to 
embrace change, social inertia can be restored with 
a Limbaugh-esque prevarication. Confuse people. 
Confused people will not act to change the status- 
quo, especially when change can be portrayed as an 
unnecessary sacrifice. 

We're losing ground fast because the methods of 
resistance that we've tried so far have proven to be too 
easy to negate. Let's try new tactics and reframe the 
debate. Let's explore ways of establishing "Ecotopia" 
in the context of our own lives and show people the 
desirability of living otherwise. For example... 

People need shelter; most people will spend de- 
cades, if not their entire adult lives, paying for it. In 
America today, the average new house costs about 
$140,000, according to USA Today. No wonder some 


people are homeless. 

I happen to be a homeowner. My house does 
everything that a house needs to do; that is, it 
shelters me from the extremes of weather. But my 
house will not be a lifelong financial burden. It cost 
me about $500 to build. 

Some hobbies are appropriate. I garden. I design 
and build homemade replacements for large house- 
hold appliances, mostly from salvaged materials: a 
solar-oven; a human-powered washing machine/ 
upper body exerciser... 

Building an "Ecotopian" life is a transitional pro- 
cess; a process that has led me to a very enviable 
position. As things stand now, even as I'm still 
paying for 103 acres of former ranch land that I'm 
converting to my own little nature preserve, I can 
live comfortably on an income of $6000 per year. I 
can earn this in three months, so I get nine months 
of vacation each year. In other words, I can devote 
nine months a year to doing only those things that 
are meaningful and enjoyable to me. The closer I get 
to Ecotopia, the better life gets. 

When I explain this to people, they often get 
jealous. The materialistic rat race loses much of its 
luster. They begin to understand that "standard of 
living" does not equal "quality of life." They begin 
to think longingly about change... 

It's time now for us to brainstorm. With an eye 
toward enhancing "quality of life," what practical 
steps can we take to gain independence from the 
"System"? Design a homemade replacement for 
their product... Share advice on setting up barter 
networks... "Billboards constitute a good alterna- 
tive source of wood for your home construction 
projects..." 

Send your suggestions to Tim Haugen, PO Box 81, 
Guinare, CO 81042. 





Friends of the Wolf 
Cascadia 

The primary mission of the Friends has been to bring attention to 
the wolf and bear-control programs of the state of Alaska. As of this 
writing, the Alaska Board of Game has before it two proposals for wolf- 
control, to be carried out this winter in two "Game Management Units", 
19D and 20D. The proposals suggest killing 75% of the wolves in these 
areas over a five year period (estimated population in 19D = 228 wolves, 
population in 20D = 70). The methods that might be used include 
shooting from the air from fixed-wing aircraft or helicopters, either by the 
public or by state employees. 

The new Governor of Alaska, Tony Knowles, was responsible 
for ending last year's state-run wolf slaughter, after the showing on 
national television of a video of a wolf caught in a snare being shot 5 
times at point-blank range by a state employee. However, he isn't 
necessarily down for the right of the wolf to live unmolested, he was 
basically responding to a threat to Alaska's image. He has stated that the 
Department of Fish and Game can carry out predator-control if, 1) it is 
"cost-effective", 2) it is scientifically justifiable, and 3) the idea has the 
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support of the majority of (human) Alaskans. 

Obviously, with a program like this, more than 75% of the 
estimated population will ultimately be killed. The remaining wolves will 
reproduce and wolves from adjoining areas may migrate in to fill the 
newly-empty predator space. Also, any increase in prey population may 
be taken up by the black bear and grizzly that also inhabit the regions. The 
Board would also like to "educate" local trappers to make them more 
efficient wolf killers: 

If this state of affairs disgusts you, contact the following people 
and agencies: 

Governor Tony Knowles Board of Game, Board Support Section 
POB 11001 POB 25526 


Juneau, AK 998 1 1 Juneau, AK 99802-5526 

fax 907-465-3532 fax 907-465-6094 

also contact: Friends of the Wolf BC, POB 2983, Vancouver, BC V6B 

3X4, Canada. (604) 290-9256. info on campaigns in the Yukon and BC. 


Friends of the Wolf Cascadia, 1806 Pomona Dr., Davis, CA 95616 

By the way, we are responsible for this blank wall, along 
with Davis Earth First! The obvious bias toward larger 
mammalian predators is inexcusable ... so remedy it with a 
small predators version. 

for the wolf! 



Predator Project: continent- 
wide advocacy 

Predator Project (PP) has three goals: 1) to pursue institutional 
change in the management of carnivores and their habitats through 
increased public understanding of the ecological importance of predators; 

2) to bring local, regional, and national/intemational exposure to the 
common plight of carnivores and their habitats across North America; and 

3) to develop a manageable number of campaigns in areas seen as needing 
initial or additional support. PP opposes the "experimental/non-essential" 
designation given to proposed and actual reintroduction of wolf and 
grizzly populations. 


Three ongoing projects are the "Conservation of Prairie 
Dog/Grasslands Ecosystems", "Forest Carnivore Protection", and 
"Reforming the Federal Animal Damage Control Program" campaigns. 
The PP actively opposes habitat fragmentation by road- building and 
logging operations for forest-dwelling species, as well as intentional and 
unintentional trapping of "fur-bearers". Legislation such as the Northern 
Rockies Ecosystem Protection Act and the Bear Protection Act need the 
support of all predator-lovers, not only for the immediate protection of 
individual animals, but also to ensure that people become more aware of 
the role of predators in ecosystems, and the benefits (economic and 
aesthetic) of living with the wildlands and wildness around us. 

Predator Project, POB 6733, Bozeman, MT 59771. (406) 587-3389 


California: Bring Back the Griz 

Neal Murphy 

One of the largest carnivores in the world, the grizzly bear (Ursus 
arctos horribilis ) is an animal of exceptional intelligence, strength, and 
fortitude. In 1845, the "Bear Men", a group of settlers led by John 
Fremont, raised a flag emblazoned with a "golden" bear above the coastal 
town of Monterey to recognize California's independence from Mexico. 
Since then, the grizzly has flown over California, receiving official status 
as the state mammal in 1953. On the ground, however, it has fared less 
well. 

In the decades after 1845, grizzly were relentlessly shot and 
trapped until they were exterminated. The last record of a grizzly in 
California was in 1908. This individual was shot and prepared for 
exhibition as a museum specimen. Occasional reports of grizzly bear 
sightings, or tracks, lingered on until 1949. 

A mere 150 years ago, California contained some of the greatest 
concentrations of grizzly in the world. According to Storer and Tevis, 
authors of The California Grizzly (1955) the highest densities were in the 
Central Valley, the Sierra Nevada foothills, the coastal range of Southern 
and Central California, and the North Coast Range - especially between 
the Trinity and Klamath Rivers. 

The idea of reintroducing grizzly to California has arisen 
intermittently since their extermination. In 1955, Storer & Tevis felt that 
the state was already too populated to seriously consider reintroduction. 
On June 19, 1995, a Sacramento Bee article entitled "Bear's boosters 
seek to restore grizzly to state" espoused a similar view. Dave Garber, a 
scientist with the National Biological Service, said "I can't picture any 
place in California big enough and empty enough to support a viable 
population of grizzlies." Similarly, Chris Servheen of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service claimed that there is no point about conceiving of a 
reintroduction plan because people in regions that have grizzlies (Alaska 
and Canada) "value their bears very highly, and they're not interested in 
giving them away." Though I do not doubt the expertise of these 
scientists, I believe they dismiss the idea too quickly. 

Recently I completed a study on the subject of grizzly 
reintroduction to California, using Geographic Information Systems 
(GlS)-Idrisi technology and thematic maps depicting population density, 
climate, and extent of preserved land. I combined the themes to develop a 
habitat suitability index (HSI) for reintroducing grizzly to Northern 
California. 


The area of study consisted of Northern California, north of the 
39* parallel and contained approximately 45,000 square miles (1 15,900 
km 2 ). The results suggested that there are large tracts of land with low 
human population densities and suitable climate for grizzlies in Northern 
California. The limiting factor is extent of preserved land. An area of 
about 6,200 square miles in the North Coast Range rates as the most 
highly suitable for purposes of reintroduction. The area contains one of 
the greatest concentrations of wilderness in the United States, outside of 
Alaska, with 922,894 acres of federally-designated wilderness. This 
includes the Salmon-Trinity Alps (500,000 acres), the Marble Mountain 
Wilderness (241,744 acres), the Siskiyou Wilderness (153,000 acres). 
Red Buttes Wilderness (16,150 acres), and Russian Peaks Wilderness 
(12,000 acres). This is one of the areas noted by Storer and Tevis (1955) 
as having the historically densest populations of grizzly and has the 
densest populations, currently, of black bear (Euarctos americanus . pers. 
comm. Bob Stafford, Black Bear Coordinator, California Dep't of Fish 
and Game). 

The success of a grizzly bear reintroduction project would be 
greatly increased through establishment of a Wildlife Area, extending 100 
miles north of the Oregon border and 150 miles south, in the coastal 
mountains. Publicly-owned lands (Wilderness Areas, BLM & USFS 
lands, and state forests) would be augmented by privately-held land 
purchased at fair-market value. 

The economy of this region has been hard-hit by decreases in 
logging activity. The "ecotourism" resulting from the presence of a large 
Wildlife Area could provide at least a partial replacement for the logging 
industry's economic withdrawal. 

A viable population of grizzly is estimated to be around 250 
animals. The number introduced should be at least half of this (125 
animals) and include a high proportion of gravid females. Where could 
we get these animals? As previously stated, Alaska and Canada may not 
be a ready source. However, there is an extensive population of brown 
bear in Asia. As the economies of the republics in the former Soviet 
Union are shaky, they might welcome the income from selling grizzly to 
California [ed. this is ignoring the genetic distance between Asian and 
American populations]. 

This project is worth a more detailed analysis. It will only receive 
further consideration if we the people are insistent to agency and political 
figures. A powerful signal could be sent through symbolic acts, such as 
flying the "bear flag" at half mast, until reintroduction begins. 

(Friends of the Wolf Cascadia will forward comments to the author). 
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Legalize Predators 

Biodiversity Legal Foundation 

"If conservationists and scientists don't advocate the restoration of 
imperiled species and their natural ecosystems, they are, by their silence, 

allowing their loss" 

In recent years, much concern has surrounded the future viability 
of western carnivores such as the lynx, wolverine, fisher, and marten. 
These species have been classified by the Forest Service on many forests 
as "Sensitive" or "Management Indicator Species". Therefore, 
understanding the population ecology and dynamics of these carnivores is 
important not only to ensure these species' future, but also to ensure the 
health of those western forest ecosystems where these species are found. 

Medium-sized carnivores dwelling in the forests of the western 
U.S. are difficult to study. Populations of fisher and lynx in the western 
states occur in lower densities found in the eastern states, Canada, and 
Alaska. Lynx, wolverine, and fisher are wide-ranging species and 
generally remain unseen, making them difficult to locate using most 
survey methods. Although an inter-agency working group has been 
collecting and assessing information pertaining to these predators for 
several years, the general consensus is that very little is actually known. 
Biologists warn that even low levels of added mortality could lead to loss 
of entire populations. Immediate interim protection of these species and 
their habitats should be implemented while research needs are being 
addressed. 

The BLF functions as a lawsuit-generating arm of the grassroots 
movement to restore and protect predators and their habitat. The BLF 
works closely with scientists and grassroots activists in the monitoring of 
the actions of federal and state agencies to ensure effective protection for 
all listed and candidate (ESA) species, communities of species, and their 
ecosystems. Because of the threats to mammalian predators and their 


usually expansive ranges posed by modem society, much of the legal 
activity focuses on these organisms. 

The BLF is currently suing the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) to force critical habitat designation and the reclassification of 
the grizzly bear (Ursus arctos horrihilis) from a threatened to an 
endangered status in the Selkirk and Cabinet/Yaak Ecosystems. Last 
year, the Foundation also sued the USFWS in federal district court to 
challenge the legality and adequacy of the Revised Grizzly Bear Recovery 
Plan. At issue are three major inadequacies: 1) the establishment of 
population recovery goals below viable, self-sustaining levels; 2) a failure 
to describe specific habitat protection objectives; and 3) a failure to use 
the best scientific information available in formulating grizzly bear 
recovery strategies. 

This last winter, the BLF also filed suit against both the 
Department of the Interior and the Forest Service for failing to list the 
Lynx (Lynx canadensis) under the Endangered Species Act. In 1994 
USFWS biologists released findings that Lynx populations in the 
contiguous United States "have suffered significant declines due to 
trapping, hunting, and habitat loss." However, reversing the opinions of 
many of it's own scientists from Colorado to Montana, the Department of 
the Interior ruled that the Lynx did not warrant listing as an endangered or 
threatened species. State agencies, particularly in Montana and Idaho, had 
expressed concerns that federal listing would interfere with their plans to 
continue to allow trapping of the Lynx. The Forest Service and private 
timber companies complained of potential restrictions on timber 
harvesting that listing would bring. This is besides the threats to 
development, such as ski area expansions, that plagues significant parts 
of the Lynx habitat. 

Additional information is available regarding these species, the 
lawsuits on their behalf, and other efforts of the BLF. 

Biodiversity Legal Foundation 

POB 18327, Boulder, CO 80308-1327. ph 303-442-3037 




The Grizzly 
Project 

Deep down humans know 
we are kin to the Grizzly. Bears 
are so like us: omnivorous, 
powerful, playful, emotional. 
Many indigenous groups here on 
Turtle Island have stories of the 
woman who marries a bear, or 
hold the belief that bears can 
shape-shift and take on human 
form, or that they always hear 
what humans say about them, no 
matter how far away. 

Too bad we don’t hear 
what they say about us. Grizzlies 
are the canaries in the coal mine as 
our wilderness ecosystems 
unravel. They are first to go, 
because they need so much room 
in order to support their huge and 
varied diet, and because they 
really don’t coexist well with most 
modem humans. 

This doesn’t need to be the 
case: grizzlies can, have, and do 
coexist very well with conscious 
humans, humans who give them 
enough space, respect them, don’t 
tempt them with food, and 
generally leave them alone. As 
we strive to safeguard a future for 
both human and grizzly, it is 
crucial that we learn from 
examples of respectful 
coexistence, and work to smash 
human cultural constructs which 
depict grizzlies as ferocious 
enemies, to be opposed and 
conquered. 

The Grizzly Project has 
been around since 1992. We 
formed because the more we 
found out about the dire situation 
facing grizzlies in British 
Columbia, the more we saw the 
need to take these issues to the 
streets. Until then the public was 
largely in the dark, with the BC 
government Wildlife Branch 
conducting it’s “management” 
behind closed doors, hugely 
influenced and funded by the 
hunting lobby. 


The fact is we know very 
little about grizzlies and what they 
need to survive and thrive. 
Nobody can even agree on how 
many there are in BC: the 
government says 13,000, 
respected independent biologists 
say 6,000. 

We identified and 
researched, and now work to 
reverse, four major threats to the 
grizzly: 

1. Habitat loss, alienation 
and fragmentation. New logging 
roads at the rate of 1 1 ,000 km per 
year. An acre clearcut every 
twelve seconds. Oil and gas 
exploration and development. 
New humans moving to British 
Columbia at the rate of 85,000 a 
year, many of them wishing to 
build their dream home in the 
country: bear country. 

2. Trophy hunting. At least 
300 grizzlies legally killed on 
average every year. A powerful 
guide-outfitting industry, 
controlled by international 
business elites, which rakes in 
$10,000 for each grizzly 
slaughtered by a German or Texan 
safari client. 

3. Poaching. Grizzly galls 
on sale in Vancouver are more 
expensive than heroin. Vast areas 
of BC contain only logging 
companies, hunters and poachers. 
This is organized crime, with 
boats and planes. Enforcement is 
next to impossible. 

4. Too many sloppy humans. 
Many rural areas become bear 
killing fields in spring and. fall, 
when bears get into human 
garbage dumps, orchards and 
yards, following food smells. 

What are we doing about 
it? Lots of public education, 
networking, media work, 
advertising, publishing, lobbying, 
demonstrations and actions: the 
usual bag of grassroots tricks. 

We are being heard and 
having an impact. Trophy 
hunting is now shut down in the 
BC portion of the Selkirk 
International Grizzly Recovery 
Zone, in the Granby Valley, in the 


Kitlope. In June 1995 the BC 
government finally released it’s 
first-ever grizzly management 
strategy, which we had lobbied 
for since our inception. While it 
is predictably weak, it’s a starting 
point. 

Starting this November 
we’ll be campaigning throughout 
Turtle Island, using the new 
Vancouver Grizzlies NBA team 
and their cynical marketing 
machine as a platform for 
exposure of issues affecting 
grizzlies in BC (see EF! Journal, 
Samhain 1995). Contact us at: 

PO Box 957, Nelson, BC V1L 
6A5, Canada 
ph/fax 604-355-2327 
email grizzly@worldtel.com 
or call toll-free at 1-800-836- 
5501. 




Sinapu 

Sinapu, the Ute word for "wolves", is a four-year old 
organization dedicated to wolf-reintroduction in Colorado and restoration 
of wild habitat for all species in the Southern Rockies. We advocate not 
only the recovery of one pivotal species, but also for the destruction of an 
eco-imperial mindset that continues to wreak havoc on all life. 

Wolf reintroduction to Colorado, aside from it's direct ecological 
benefits, is an opportunity to address head-on the human relationship with 
the natural world and challenge the assumption of human superiority. The 
process of debating the reintroduction and protection of wolves forces us 
to face our past interactions with the species and to acknowledge that 
extermination was a profound injustice. It will allow us to see clearly that 
our past policy toward wolves expressed a broader hatred and vitriol 
toward the land as a whole, an attitude that was concealed behind the 
happy facade of frontier development. 

But this cultural maturation will not be possible if we look at wolf 
recovery in a vacuum, separate from wolves' ecological role, severed 
from their habitat and in isolation from the larger trends in our society. 
Unlike several groups involved in the reintroduction program in 
Yellowstone National Park and Central Idaho, Sinapu does not support 
"experimental, non-essential" designation of reintroduced wolves. We 
advocate full legal protection, along with designation of critical habitat that 
can also serve as protected homes for the many other imperiled species in 
the Southern Rocky Mountains. Wolf recovery will not always be 
convenient and that is itself one of it's values: in accommodating one of 
the forces of wild Nature - an animal that occasionally eats what we like to 


eat, that travels far and ignores political boundaries - we may learn 
sufficient respect to limit our own rapacious appetites for the bounties of 
the Earth. 

In articulating this vision in popular and political arenas, Sinapu 
has enjoyed remarkable success. Colorado was originally omitted from 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) 1987 wolf recovery plan 
because of opposition from the livestock-dominated Colorado Wildlife 
Commission. In 1992, we persuaded U.S. Rep. David Skaggs (D, Colo) 
to introduce legislation to study the feasibility of restoring wolves to 
Colorado. After the passage of that bill, the FWS initially set up it's study 
to prioritize political over biological criteria. But Sinapu activists pushed 
FWS to conduct a biologically honest study and as a result the agency's 
final report concluded that Colorado's habitat could potentially support 
1,128 wolves. Additionally, the 318-page report recommended linking a 
future Southern Rocky Mountain wolf recovery area to similar areas in the 
Southwest and the Northern Rockies. 

Finally, Sinapu is a leading voice in the Southern Rockies for real 
public lands grazing reforms. In rejecting the fraudulent Babbitt "reforms" 
as inadequate, we have surged ahead to challenge the automatic renewal 
of livestock grazing allotments. We won the first administrative appeal in 
the nation resulting in the closure of a Forest Service grazing allotment 
(the North Hunt allotment in the Routt-Medicine Bow National Forest) 
and in spite of the "salvage grazing" provisions of the Rescissions Act, 
we are challenging the renewal of approx. 200 permits throughout the 
Southern Rockies. Habitat for wolves and other wild species must be 
prioritized over welfare programs for ranchers. 

Sinapu, POB 3243, Boulder, CO 80307. (303) 447-8655 


Cry, Wolf 

by Cley Marcel 


When the wolves call , the breath 
strokes my cheeks, the echo stirs my 
imagination and we wander far. Solitude 
comes from deep quiets that wait for another 
wolf s howl, and my skin chills. Grace 
surrounds me and won ’t release, even long 
after I've left the wolves' domain. And I 
travel often with the sound that lives in my 
soul 's harbor, ephemeral, but lasting longer 
than out there. 

The wolf is wild, brutal and 
unconquered. Its wild spirit needs control. It 
eats meat we like; it kills game we hunt; and 
it requires space we intend to dominate. It 
moves widely and quietly, threatening our 
security. The wolf should be controlled, 
perhaps eliminated. It’s greedy, ruthless and 
procreates. Predator management is the wise 
solution. --NOT! 

Wolves are movers and they 
periodically take off considerable distances 
outside their home area. The activities spread 
over many, sometimes distant, places in the 
pack’s range. These uses and sites shift 
continuously from small to huge amounts 
(yards to tens or hundreds of miles) every 
season or every year. Over a life time, young 
animals take off to establish new groups, or 
join other packs. The wolf disperses daily in 



Bobcat walking slowly 


an environment that also moves continuously. 
Records of movements can be as much as 550 
miles, and sometimes more. The wolfs prey 
moves, and the distribution and motility of its 
food source affects the behavior of the pack. 
The food source affects the size of the pack 
and, at the same time, the size of the pack 
determines which prey and how much of the 
prey is consumed. 

Indirectly we can approach the subject 
of what the numbers mean by reviewing what 
precautions to take in the interpretation of 
population numbers. For example, take a 
hypothetical region with a hypothetical 
number of 30 wolves. Say also that the 30 
represents 3-5 packs. Does this mean there 
are 30 wolves eating, each producing 5-6+ 
pups yearly, invading the resources and 
consuming the herds? 

When the wolf feeds, it doesn’t feed 
only on the caribou, moose and other 
ungulates. If a pack associates with caribou 
migrations and is too far north to use other 
ungulates, it could cause caribou populations 
to decline periodically. Importantly, such a 
decline is likely to be part of a cycle that will 
also have its upswings. This is best illustrated 
in the concentrated environment of Isle 
Royale where despite close proximity and 
constrained ranges, the wolves have not 
extinguished the local moose population. The 
Isle Royale wolfs numbers respond to 
changes in prey abundances; otherwise the 





predator and prey would both have already 
become extinct there. 

If there were the hypothetical 30 
wolves in a region, counted by air and 
constituting the few packs, they are mostly 
mature animals, likely, but not all reproducing 
wolves. In some cases total population figures 
can seem larger if young of the year or 
subadults are included in the figures. Non 
reproductive adults are functionally different 
from the reproductive ones. Out of the 30, 
maybe only 3-5 females and 3-5 males are 
producing young. Young aren't produced 
automatically each year and of those bom 
most are likely to die in their first 5 years just 
from natural mortalities and stresses. The non 
reproducing individuals consist of helpers and 
some single animals that aren’t presently 
established that are living between packs . 

The distribution of the animals over 
space and their numbers per square mile looks 
different when the numbers are broken down 
like this. 

If the 30 animals were 1 5 males and 1 5 
females and out of these were 5 young non 
reproducing individuals of each sex, the 
remaining 10 males and 10 females would 
also include individuals that are post- 
reproductive (seniors). This reduces the active 
and potentially reproducing numbers to 5-9 of 
each sex. If the senior male or female dies, a 
restructuring of the pack takes place. Previous 
helpers may become reproducers. And while 
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Mountain Lion walking slowly 
(Lynx smaller. Jaguar larger) 


the unit continues to replace itself, there is a 
hole where one or more (if several animals are 
killed) helpers are lost. Help increases 
chances for food, care and other social 
functions. A pack that is reduced to solely a 
pair, or reduced to male or solely female plus 
pups, can’t survive well on its own. That is in 
part why, despite a very successful 
reproduction on the part of one of the 
reintroduced Yellowstone females, the young 
were taken away to be raised in captivity 
when the male was shot. 

The team work in a pack is due to 
social bonding, strengthened by the helping, 
playing, touching, smelling, marking, 
mounting, nourishing and fighting. The team 
work affects the food collection and the type 
of hunting. A pack consisting of several 
adults scouts the region for food. When there 
are superabundances, such as with lemmings, 
or other rodents, or when there is a caribou 
herd passing on its migration route, the pack 
has an easier food source. But such peaks are 
ephemeral and don’t make the wolf over 
exploit. In fact if they did this wolves would 
expend too much energy and would weaken. 
Worse yet, they would have become extinct 
long ago before humans entered the scene. 

When the wolf is alone hunting or the 
pack just consists of 2-3 animals, the selection 
of prey is less likely to be as ambitious as 


when the pack is larger. The frequency that 
large prey are pursued is also likely to be 
lower, and the use of spontaneously available 
alternates enter the diet. 

If caribou are threatened and declining 
in more than a temporary cyclic demographic 
response, the threat is likelier to be a predator 
that doesn’t satiate, that is not respondent to 
natural population controls. It is a threat that 
comes from the loss of the predator’s 
sensitivity and the constant rather than just 
seasonal subsistence uses of the food; and it 
comes from the predator’s own uncontrolled 
densities. 

Wolf predation stimulates caribou herd 
changes. By reducing caribou densities (at 
worst) the wolf reduces the pathological 
effects of crowded herds and over grazed 
feeding grounds. The lowered densities 
increase food sources and can stimulate higher 
calving rates in the deer. The predation by the 
wolf has far fewer debilitating effects than the 
hunter’s helicopter, or the fragmenting of the 
landscape changes currently enclosing 
southern caribou and wolf ranges. 

Every human generation’s remorse 
calls for protection for the decimated 
populations of past species that have romantic 
appeal. Yet, with even a partial recovery of a 
declined species, the same human generation 


seems to adapt to new and lowered 
expectations. By virtue of the contrast the 
species' population increases provide to 
previous losses, the slight increases in the 
animal's population numbers are enough to 
satisfy nostalgia. But, what are perceived to 
be increases in wolf numbers are, more and 
more, below previous population lows. The 
requests for predator management may in fact 
be responses to emotional alarms set of by the 
contrast of previous and recent lows with a 
new cyclic high, both imbedded in a long term 
decline. 

If we take the wolf to lower population 
levels and lower densities than packs are, 
presently, the distance between individuals 
and between packs may become too great. 
The extra stresses imposed by distances 
needed to travel for social interaction, mating, 
and finding of food (appropriate to the pack’s 
hunting capabilities) could remove the 
sustaining power that buffers species. The 
population need not reach zero to be 
functionally extinct. It is the irretrievable 
lows that are complete extinction. 

The populations in the undamaged 
extremes of polar cold were safe and free 
roaming, but not any longer, unfortunately* 



Reinhabiting 

by Jesse Wolf Hardin 

The "civilized" mind imagines itself separate from 
the body that houses it, a conscious entity piloting an 
imperfect vehicle of breakable bones and needy 
flesh. To the contrary, wild mind, natural mind, 
extends well beyond the brain, with a physiological 
sentience that shuttles along the network of nerves, 
forming a true body of knowledge. It makes 
"sense" of the world not through intellectual 
analysis, but through animal senses that defy 
restraint, unhesitantly and intimately inter- 
acting with the rest of the Earthen body, Gaia. 

The five senses, and so-called extrasensory 
perception, form the channels of communi- 
cation between the narrowly defined self and 
the rest of the world. We are linked to that 
which we touch; held by that which sur- 
rounds us . We come to know a "thing" through 
its smell, taste, and appearance — not through 
the non-sense of extrapolative analysis. The 
domesticated body is deadened, "freed" of the 
senses, isolated not only from the processes of Na- 
ture, but from its own processes. Many of the human 
diseases not directly caused by technology's poison- 
ing and irradiation of the environment are the result 
of our disassociation from the cycles, needs and 
warnings communicated by our own bodies. They 
are the product of our dis-ease, our lack of ease, our 
discomfort with our corporeal being. 

People sign up for redemptive, soteriological reli- 
gions that focus on the promise of an afterlife to the 
neglect of lived experience, and yet spend fortunes 
on medical technology in an effort to postpone the 
ride to heaven. By seeking security and avoiding 
danger, one misses out on opportunities for growth. 
When we insulate ourselves from the sensation of 
pain, our padding prevents the full experience of 
pleasure. Learning to block out the noise of sirens, 
we miss the subtle twitters of birds, the music of the 


Wild Body 

rain, and the sound of a stranger's approaching feet. 
Learning to ignore the smells of asphalt and garbage 
rotting in the alleys, we lose the ability to discern 
the scent of wildflowers growing next to the side- 
walk, or to pick up the aroma of a lover from afar. 
Eyes averted from the wino in the gutter, the black- 
ened smokestacks and glaring chrome of commerce 
or the eyes of passing strangers likely miss the 


graceful swoop of the pigeon, the details of an 
important encounter, and the intricacies of turbu- 
lence on the surface of a child's swimming pool. 
Physical and perceptual barriers erected for our 
comfort and protection block sight of the interac- 
tive world and our unfulfilled animal potentials. 

Wild body is sensate. The practice of its 
reinhabitation must involve refamiliarizing one's 
self with the feel and function of our flesh. The 
senses are what take us back into ourselves, even as 
they reach out and thereby enlarge us. Feel the 
blood pushing through your veins, the way food 
affects your energy, the direction of the breeze on 
your exposed skin. Wild body is instinctual body. 
Learn to tune in again to cellular wisdom, body 
knowledge, intuition and instinct — the will and 
wisdom of both the personal and planetary bodies. 

The wild body is a sexual body. Whether straight 


or gay, the affected androgynous or repressed celi- 
bate, male or female, young or old, sated or frustrated, 
the body is influenced and empowered by sexual 
predispositions, characteristics and drives. Whether 
we, our PC friends or the Pope like it or not, 
everyone walks around charged with the energy of 
their sexuality. It is the dynamic force of the uni- 
verse itself — life endlessly pursuing completion, 
dissolution and reformation. The essential re-wild- 
ing includes women learning to feel the dropping of 
the egg and the onset of menses, and men respond- 
ing and adjusting to the plunge and stir of their 
hormonal seas. All of us endlessly moving. 
Cycling. Spiraling. The best and the worst of 
us share this one sure connection to the 
universe — the wild body, running on the 
pulse of passion... on the passion to experi- 
ence miraculous life. 

Our reinhabitation of place starts with the 
reinhabitation of the wild body, which in turn 
begins with one's reimmersion in their bodily 
senses, engaging every aspect and element of 
this living planet, alert to everything unfold- 
ing around us, awakening every atrophied 
animal capacity. Owning up to our imperfec- 
tions and failures, acknowledging the trauma 
and pain that accompanies our heightened sensitiv- 
ity, is to increase the range and depth of our physical 
and emotional experience, including that other con- 
dition of (reward for?) our animal nature: ecstasy. So- 
called "ecstatics" are those who embrace themselves 
and the world through their senses, like every other 
being living in a hyper-state of awareness and bliss, 
punctuated by occasional but profound experiences 
of suffering. This is the normal state of every other 
wild creature, and deny it as we might, it is the state 
of our own unregulated selves. In this way, the wild 
body we each inhabit is an ecstatic organ — an organ 
and agent of Gaian bliss. 

Wolf Hardin is a 12-year contributor to Me Journal. 
He's available for inspirited presentations at colleges 
or conferences by writing the Earthen Spirituality 
Project, POB 708, Reserve, NM 87830. 
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Dear Miss . Demeanor: 

Is oral sex vegan? 

No animal is, presumably, being 
hurt, but we don't eat animals that 
die of "natural causes." We don't eat 
animal products like eggs or milk. 1 
can only conclude that oral sex is not 
vegan. 

Sincerely, 

— Horny in the Hemlocks 

Dear Horny in the Hemlocks: 

Well, dearie, surely one is vegan if 
the body fluid consumed is from one's 
own species. Consider that most new- 
born human infants eat only their 
mothers' milk. Oral sex is an excellent, 
vegan way to prevent the appearance of 
more of these beings on our overpopu- 
lated planet. 


Gentle Readers: 

I received this missive from one of my 
readers and thought I'd pass it along to all 
of you. My goodness, it seems that quite a 
few Earth Firstlers are dealing with their 
hormones of late. 

— Miss Demeanor 

Dear Miss Demeanor, 

Sometimes I think my 
purpose in life is to prove 
that yes, tree huggers do 
get lonely. And horny. For 
some of us it's a way of 
life. 

I've tried everything to 
alleviate some of this 




lonely horniness — from the Sierra 
Club and Chain to Uncle Dave's 
Bone Balm. Well, finally I've 
found it. Just what every eco- 
freak and freakette ordered. 

A person wearing a fig leaf 
handed me a card reading: 

Hot Live Phone Sex!!! 

Get On Your Knees And Call 
Now!!! 

First 3 Minutes Free!!! 
1-800-556-4878 
(Ask For The Lorax) 

I called. I recommend the same 
to you. Call many times, the satis- 
faction is indescribable. The best 
thing to do is to call from a bunch of 
different phones — that way it's always 
free! Trust me. 

Sincerely, 

— Forlorn in the Forest 

P.S. To be eligible for the special rate, and 
to make your experience fully enjoyable, 
remember that Mitsubishi is the world's 
largest corporate forest destroyer. 


Miss Demeanor responds 
to actual letters. Humorous 
questions may be sent di- 
rectly to the Journal ad- 
dressed to Miss Demeanor, 
PO Box 1415, Eugene, OR 
97440. 


adoption... 

continued from page 3 

Perhaps I am guilty of being insensitive myself. 
My own feelings about reproduction are very strong. 
I feel deep in my body that it is not right to bring 
another human into this world, both for the sake of 
other species, and for the sake of the child. I simply 
don't have enough hope that humans can pull it 
together and avoid eco-catastrophe. How can I 
subject a child to the future that I see? 1 have been 
known to make snide comments about reproduc- 
tion to friends who are about to do it (like joking 
with a vegan mother-to-be that breastfeeding is 
really not a vegan way to feed kids), but the fact is, 
I really like kids, and 1 tend to like my friend's kids 
most of all. Most of my friends who breed meet 
common sense criteria for responsible breeding: 
they love their children, are financially responsible 
for them, they don't abandon them to the TV and 
they don't have more than two (or hopefully one). 
If these criteria are met, I don't feel it is right for me 
to impose my judgment of the complete hopeless- 
ness of our situation on them. 

Reproduction and sex are absolutely the most 
contradictory and schizophrenic areas of human 
behavior. Food and eating offer a good analogy — 
you've got to do it, it's intensely pleasurable, but too 
much of a good thing can ruin your health. In the 
case of reproduction — you can ruin the health of 
the planet. If you have a good friend who's eating 
themselves to death, you might just say that's their 
business. But excessive reproduction affects us all 
and I feel I have the right to speak out about it and 
let people know about consequences. It's not enough 
just to make a choice, you have to make an informed 
choice. And sometimes, if you are involved with a 
group of committed, intense and often zealous 
activists trying to save the world, you will be called 
upon to defend your choices. 


Samhain 1995 Earth First! Page 23 





A Green Populist 

An Interview with Senatorial Candidate Michael Donneuy 


Interview by Justin Time 

Long-time forest activist Michael Donnelly declared 
his candidacy in the Oregon Democratic Party 
primary for the open US Senate seat to replace 
disgraced big timber flunky Bob Packwood. Donnelly 
was the plaintiff in the landmark 1986 Breitenbush 
Cumulative Effects lawsuit which forced the United 
States Forest Service to consider the old-growth 
ecosystem as an entity unto itself and reaffirmed the 
public's right to challenge the decisions of the Forest 
Service. He filed for intervenor status in the Dwyer 
owl lawsuit in a failed attempt to stop the plaintiffs' 
"release" of sales from the injunction. Donnelly is a 
well-known advocate of Zero Cut and has ties to a 
wide range of progressive causes — human dignity, 
reproductive rights. Native rights, and others. He and 
a number of other activists recently formed Wild 
Oregon Water, a company that sells bottled spring 
water to raise funds for the environmental movement. 

EF! Journal political commentator Justin Time 
recently conducted this interview with the candidate. 

Justin Time: Most people I know have given up 
on the political scene. For most of us it seems 
hopelessly broken. Why on Earth are you running? 

Michael Donnelly: I agree it's broken and it's 
because of the impact of big money. Nobody's 
looking out for the public interest anymore. It 
seems that every election boils down to a choice 
of the evil of two lessers. Look at this Democratic 
Party primary: Before I entered, it was merely a 
choice between two career politicians with two 
decades of congressional service between them. 
On their watch, we've seen the forests furiously 
fall and salmon all but disappear. 

Peter DeFazio would now have us believe that 
he's the green champion. Remember the Shady 
Beach and Silver fires? Not too long ago he was 
the main proponent of fire salvage. Hell, he 
helped Hatfield with Section 318. Go look at the 
results on the landscape and then tell me whether 
DeFazio is worthy of any support. Interestingly 
enough, conservationists helped elect DeFazio 
when he first ran in a tough three-way primary. 
Once in, however, he turned on us viciously. I, 
personally, was the recipient of one of his 
patented hissy fits, even after I went out and 
raised substantial funds for him in that very race 
and I'll never forgive him. 

Now Ron Wyden, he's the invisible man when 
it comes to natural resources. Here he is, in the 
safest of districts [Portland], and he's never even 
appeared on the radar standing up for the planet. 
In Oregon, where the fate of forest-dependent 
species is the single most important issue, where's 
Ron? Wyden, like Clinton, is another Democratic 
blow-dry chameleon — an ambitious hack of the 
worst sort. 

Basically, I'm running because I just could no 
longer sit by and see the choice boiling down to 
more of the same and more of the same-lite. At 
least in this race, I have someone I can vote for. 

JT: Is there a split in the forest movement 
between the supporters of Zero Cut and "sell out" 
wimps? 

MD: Many people are confused about this issue 
as there is an apparent split along these lines. 
However, a historical perspective shows that the 
split is much more complex than that. All the 
battles in the forest movement have basically 
been between two groups — white men who can't 
dance and everyone else. 

JT: Some people are referring to regional 
coalitions that are being funded and instigated by 
the Pew Charitable Trust as "the pukes." Is the 
Pew Foundation in your view a positive force in 
the environmental movement, or not? 

MD: I have heard the term. Just as big money 
has had a pernicious impact on our democracy, 
so has it had a similar impact on our movement. 
When groups, like the owl suit plaintiffs, take 
funds from foundations that have tens of millions 
of dollars in holdings in resource extraction and 
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military stocks and bonds, and then give up 
timber sales, that are then bought by the same 
multinational timber companies whose stock 
provided the funds... well, it's a serious issue that 
should be vigorously debated. 

Here's how it works: The W. Alton Jones 
Foundation gave the plaintiffs money that it got 
from its millions of dollars in holdings in Boise 
Cascade, MAXXAM, Louisiana Pacific and 
Georgia Pacific (to name a few). The plaintiffs 
then cooperated with Clinton, who then signed 
over Sugarloaf to... Boise Cascade. Mere 
coincidence? I don't think so. Big foundation 
grants are increasingly just like those 
appropriations bills that keep coming out of 
Hatfield's committees — there's a lot of money for 
mapping projects, white papers and monitoring, 
but it always comes with riders attached. When 
you're getting grants for monitoring, no ifs ands 
or buts, you've lost. 

Some have said, "The only thing wrong with 
tainted money is there t'aint enough of it." I 
simply cannot accept this ends-justifies-the- 
means thinking. And, I think it has been clearly 
proven that it precludes the ends we wish to 
attain. 

JT: Some people have come to the conclusion 
that most people don't really love their country. 
What else can you conclude if you take a good 
look at what's going on all over the place. Do you 
think that anyone who really loved their country 
could possibly do what we have been doing to it? 

MD: Obviously, many people live by a short- 
sighted ethic that sadly approximates the 
notorious bumper-sticker, "We're spending our 
children's inheritance." Last weekend I visited 
Warner Creek and was sickened by the 
devastation already blighting the landscape. If 
another country had done this to our forests we'd 
probably declare war on them. 

JT: The left, unions, progressive movement, the 
Democratic Party and populism are practically 
defunct, having been demoralized and discredited 
under a constant barrage of right-wing hate 
propaganda and corporate perfidy. Nevertheless, 
local activists continue to enter into active 
partnerships at the community level to bring 
about constructive change. Do you think this is 
productive? 

MD: I support people working it out on the 
local level and, if all the progressive movements 
you named can find common ground, there'd be 
a lot less injustice in the world. I only caution 
people when working together in "partnerships" 
not to let such efforts degenerate into lowest 
common denominator consensus. 

JT: What is your view of globe-trotting 
multinational corporate raiders? 

MD: I'm in favor of breaking up the mega- 
corps. Unfortunately, with NAFTA and GATT 
(both championed by Ron Wyden, by the way), it 
now appears that the big transnationals have 
become supranationals and are beholden to no 
country's laws. 

JT: There is a disturbing and growing tendency 
of proto-fascist Christian cults to spread the 
gospel that "We don't have to worry about 
ecosystems because when the Rapture comes we 
will all go up in the sky to meet Jesus. Earth won't 
matter and we might as well use it up now." 

What is your view of the Jesus and fetus cults? 

MD: Such Watt-esque dominion theology is 
morally bankrupt and has always provided cover 
for those that wage war on the Earth and 
indigenous peoples — and we certainly don't need 
any more unwanted humans being born. 

However, Christianity does have its Earth 
stewardship wing, and its proponents need to 
speak out more forcefully about ecocide. The 
commodification of the sacred has no place in 
the ethics of any thoughtful spiritual person. 

JT: Some may say that the basis of America's 
problems are over-development, over- 



Senatorial candidate and ancient forest advocate 
Michael Donnelly hard at work 


consumption, over-population, over- 
corporatization, over-domestication, 
oversimplification and over-commodification, 
and neither wing of the business party nor the 
national environmental community ever 
addresses these issues because they have been 
compromised by taking corporate contributions. 
What is a reasonable balance between our 
economy and retaining a productive and vibrant 
environment that supports a viable complement 
of nature's creatures? 

MD: You've named the problem. As to your 
question, I simply do not know. With the current 
system with species falling off the edge daily, with a 
huge hole in the ozone layer increasing in size, with 
over 90 percent of the original natural world no 
longer intact, I'm deeply concerned that we'll never 
solve it and achieve what the Buddhists call right 
livelihood. I worry that our children won't have 
enough pieces of the puzzle left. 

JT: What is your view of property rights? 

MD: Property ownership is a responsibility, not 
just a basket of rights. Those who engage in 
persistent abuse of land should have their 
property confiscated, just the same as the state 
removes children from the custody of parents 
who engage in child abuse. 

JT: If property owners are to be compensated 
when the state's activities result in "takings," 
then shouldn't the public be compensated when 
its activities create "givings" to private property 
owners? 

MD: There are three notions — takings, givings 
and puttings back, the third being that people 
who get should put things back. When the 
government builds a freeway interchange next to 
someone's commercial property, you don't hear 
any call for that "giving" to be compensated to 
the taxpayers, now do you? 

JT: If, by some miracle, you're elected, what will 
you do? 

MD: The first thing I'll do is introduce 
legislation to repeal the phony salvage rider. Then 
I'll spend every waking hour working to eliminate 
big money from politics, because if we can't do 
that and do it quick, it's just a matter of when, 
not if, we say good-bye to not only democracy, 
but to life on Earth. 


Zeroing In or a Solution 


by Phil Nanas 

All this contention over "Zero Cut": Let's get on 
with what we really need to do and quit arguing 
over what to call it. With 95% of our native forests 
already destroyed, my idea of a good compromise 
(an oxymoron at best) is to protect the 5% still 
standing and restore at least 45% of the rest! I have 
yet to hear even the most moderate "environmen- 
talist" advocate trashing any more of our life-sup- 
porting environment. The argument among envi- 
ronmentalists doesn't seem to be about what we 
need to survive, but rather how we get there. 

First, I must challenge anything but a Zero Cut 
position. It boils down to one question: 

What are public lands for? Shall we 
preserve and restore them so they can 
continue to support life or shall we let 
our natural heritage be converted to 
short-term profits for a local or cor- 
porate few? Do we liquidate the last 
5% of our biological savings account 
and call it a profit? 

The Native Forest Council coined 
the sound-bite Zero Cut, but cer- 
tainly did not come up with the 
concept alone. There seems to 
be some criticism by those who 
do not understand the concept 
or what was expressed in the 
original Native Forest Protection 
Act (contact us for a copy). Some 
people seem to fear that Zero Cut 
is absolute and would not allow 
the logging they deem necessary 
for restoration purposes and hu- 
man consumption. They worry: 

Where will the cut come from? 

There are many answers; I will 
present a few. 

An entire section of the Native 
Forest Protection Acts was devoted 
to restoration. Restoration can pro- 
vide employment and retraining op- 
portunities for those loggers who 
can't "get a job" (as they are so fond 
of yelling at us). Some monocrop 
tree plantations may have to be 
logged to restore balance, but this 
experiment should begin on private 
lands. However, when I look at all 
the "management" humans have 
done, in a continuous effort to fix 
their past management failures, I 
usually conclude that leaving it up 
to Mother Nature is best. 

Many in the forest reform move- 
ment have the goal of achieving "sus- 
tainable forestry." I don't know two 
foresters who agree on a definition of 
"sustainable." If professional foresters 
can't figure it out, how can we sell it to 
the general public? Seventy-four percent 
of the timberland in this country is privately 
owned, as is the vast majority of what is considered 
"productive" timberland. The last remaining ancient 
forests exist almost exclusively on public lands in the 
West. They have survived because they are remote and 
difficult to reach. These lands are generally steep, at 
high elevation, with unstable soils and low productiv- 
ity. Are these the sites on which we should try the great 
"sustainable forestry" experiment? The time for that 
was 20 to 50 years ago when there were still some 
productive sites left on public lands. To try "sustain- 
able forestry" on what is left of public lands is to doom 
it to failure! If we are ever going to achieve "sustainable 
forestry," it is essential that we end public lands 
logging. We must cut off the timber industry's supply 
of subsidized logs and free roads. If we end logging on 
public lands, the timber industry's land value will 
increase and they will be able to afford to steward 
instead of rape their own land. 

Zero Cut doesn't have to mean no cut or no wood 
products. There is plenty that gets cut regardless of 
what happens on public land. Only 12-14% of our 
timber cut comes from public lands. Yet roughly 


50% of what is cut on public lands in the Northwest 
is exported as minimally processed forest products. 
Even though we have a law against the export of raw 
logs from public lands, they can be exported once 
they have changed hands. Merches, cants, chips 
and pulp also account for much of the export 
volume. With the amount of chipping and pulping 
going on in the East, I bet the national export 
average is now even higher. 

Approximately 50% of the national cut becomes 
paper products. This is clearly unnecessary consid- 
ering that a number of alternative fibers could be 
used that are less toxic to process and could be 
grown sustainably. Also, between 50-60% of the 


waste volume in our landfills is wood and paper 
fiber. There would be a market for recycled products 
if market incentives were developed so that virgin 
fiber wasn't cheaper than recycled fiber. Then recy- 
cling could really work. 

When I add up all these pieces, it leads me to 
believe that if we banned exports of minimally pro- 
cessed forest products (like most nations already do), 
developed and legalized alternative fibers for paper, 
and had a market incentive recycling program, we'd 
have more than enough "cut" to go around. 

As for firewood and pole cutting for local resi- 
dents, and whatever else some of us may want from 
our public lands, let those who wish to use the 
resource prove that it will not deplete or hinder the 
natural ecosystem process. (I personally believe that 
native people should have the right to do "tradi- 
tional gathering" on public lands if it isn't for mass 
profit) Exceptions to the rule can always be made 
and will inevitably be part of any law. It is the 
government's job to make the compromise and we 
can certainly expect it but should never offer it. 


When involved in any negotiation, positioning is 
very important. It seems obvious to ask for more 
than you need, or at the very least what you need, 
in order to achieve something even close. 

How do we get there? Zero Cut is now outdated. A 
public lands debate seems easily winnable because 
every "American" has a vested interest in it and 
should be pissed off that they are paying for exploi- 
tation of their public resources. This doesn't mean 
we ignore private lands in asking for Zero Cut of 
public forests. We must simultaneously call for 
sustainable timber practices on private land and 
perhaps a Zero Cut bill on what little is left of our 
public land. A "Bryant" bill or "clearcut restraining 
act" would be appropriate on pri- 
vate land. The "clearcut bill" 
campaign should not end, but 
should be focused where it can 
make the most difference. 

It is also not just about log- 
ging. We recognize the damages 
done by grazing, mining, oil 
drilling, and on, and on. We 
need something that ends all 
destructive resource extraction 
from public lands and restores 
and protects them for posterity! 

To even begin to re-frame the 
debate, we need a unified mes- 
sage that articulates our goals 
not in terms of our individual 
strategies, but in terms of shared 
values. In this way we can gain 
public support. This allows each 
group to continue their current 
work while tying us together 
with a national message. This 
message should not undercut 
the work of any individual 
group. Individuals can support 
the vision and reiterate it pub- 
licly at every opportunity while 
continuing to work on what 
they feel is feasible in their com- 
munity. But we must always 
keep our eyes on the prize. 

To these ends, the Native For- 
est Council is interested in hear- 
ing from any individuals or 
groups (not just "environmen- 
tal" ones) that would want to 
work within such a "coalition." 
It is to be a "no compromise" 
coalition putting toward the 
strongest message possible. We 
must draw a line in the sand and 
be a coalition of "advocates" for 
what the Earth needs, not for 
what is politically realistic. That 
is the only way to level the "po- 
litical playing field." It must be 
a broad-based movement, if we 
are ever to wrench our govern- 
ment from the grasp of the corpora- 
tions. Currently we have a political race of "big 
business Republicans" vs. "big business Democrats" 
vs. a third party of "bigger business — Perot" and a 
fourth party of "biggest business — Forbes." We 
must certainly expose and change the current reali- 
ties if we are ever to get anywhere. It can be done, as 
our adversaries have shown us, by never giving up, 
and continually repeating simple, straightforward 
messages that honestly state what we want. 

We have to begin somewhere and the time cer- 
tainly was yesterday. It may be necessary to start a 
whole new movement not called the "environmen- 
tal movement" to separate ourselves from those 
who see lesser environmental losses as environmen- 
tal gains. Nothing hurts us more than to call defeat 
a victory when survival is at stake. We must join 
forces and take a stand for what really needs to 
happen to move in the right direction. Can we 
afford to do anything less? 

To get involved, contact Phil Nanas, Native Forest 
Council, PO Box 2171, Eugene, OR 97402; (541) 
688-2600, fax 461-2156, e-mail: zerocut2@aol.com 
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Judge Rules Griz Recovery Plan Illegal 


Grizzly bears benefited from a Sep- 
tember 29, 1995, ruling by United 
States District Judge for the District 
of Columbia Judge Paul L. Friedman. 
The judge sided with environmen- 
talists on three cases regarding U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) man- 
agement of the threatened bear. All 
three cases have been pending for 
over a year and challenged inad- 
equate management and recovery 
plans for the bear. 

In response to a lawsuit led by the 
Biodiversity Legal Foundation (BLF), 
the Fund for Animals, and the Swan 
View Coalition, regarding a severely 
deficient Grizzly Bear Recovery Plan 
(GBRP), Judge Friedman ruled that 
the FWS violated the Endangered 
Species Act (ESA) and "acted in a 
manner that is arbitrary and capri- 
cious" by "issuing a Recovery Plan 
that fails to establish objective, mea- 
surable criteria which, when met, 
would result in a determination, in 
accordance with the provisions of 
the ESA, that the grizzly bear be re- 
moved from the threatened species 
list." The ruling will impede efforts 
by the Clinton Administration to 
"delist" the species prematurely and 
expose the animals to continuing 
habitat destruction, sport hunting, 
and other destructive activities. The 
National Audubon Society had also 
filed a similar, but less encompass- 
ing, lawsuit. 

"This is the first time a species re- 
covery plan has been successfully 
challenged in court," said Eric 
Glitzenstein, attorney for the BLF and 
the Fund. "Our victory sets precedent 
that the Fish and Wildlife Service is 
required by law to base its recovery 
plans on scientific data and objective 
evidence of real recovery — not on the 
desires of those who wish to hasten 
delisting for their own purposes." 
Judge Friedman's decision essentially 
struck down parts of the FWS' Grizzly 
Bear Recovery Plan as illegal under 
the ESA. Specifically, he overturned a 
major portion of the FWS' criteria for 
establishing when the grizzly bear 
should be considered as recovered 
and ready to be delisted. The FWS' 
recovery plan used population goals 
within each grizzly ecosystem; when 
met, these numeric goals were to sig- 
nify that the grizzly bear had recov- 
ered. Judge Friedman found that these 
criteria do not adequately measure 
the bear's recovery, and struck them 
down because the FWS failed to show 
that meeting its targets would dem- 
onstrate that threats to the grizzly 
bear have been alleviated. 

Judge Friedman held that the FWS 
recovery criteria failed to measure ad- 
equately the effect of grizzly bear habi- 
tat quality and quantity on recovery. 
He pointed out that the criteria do not 
"assess present or threatened destruc- 
tion, modification or curtailment of 
the grizzly bear's habitat or range," 
critical factors in a determination of 
the potential for recovery. 

Judge Friedman rejected parts of the 
grizzly recovery plan because they failed 
to address the threat of disease to bear 
populations. The plan also failed to 
include recovery criteria that addresses 
the threat caused to grizzly popula- 


tions stemming from bear/human con- 
flicts when bears prey on livestock. 

Other deficiencies in the FWS Re- 
covery Plan that were spotlighted in 
the decision include inadequate cri- 
teria for assessing the adequacy or 
inadequacy of existing regulatory 
mechanisms to protect grizzly popu- 
lations, and failure to consider the 
effects of geographic and genetic iso- 
lation on the bear's recovery and long- 
term survival. 

By finding that important parts of 
the current grizzly bear recovery plan 
violate the Endangered Species Act, 
Judge Friedman has helped halt pre- 
mature efforts to delist the Yellowstone 
grizzly bear population. Those efforts 
have been tied to agency allegations 
that the Yellowstone population has 
recovered because the recovery tar- 


gets set forth in the plan were being 
met. Judge Friedman rejected the use 
of only these surrogate measures for 
evaluating the biological health of 
grizzly populations. 

Entities pushing for the premature 
delisting of the grizzly under the ESA 
(large economic interests, the FWS 
and a few state wildlife agencies) have 
attempted to cover up the fact that 
habitat quality and conditions for the 
great bear have continued to deterio- 
rate over the past decade. Eventually, 
grizzly bear numbers will decline to 
match the amount of suitable, secure 
habitat available in each grizzly bear 
recovery ecosystem. 

Judge Friedman gave the FWS 90 
days to reconsider those portions of 
the 1993 Grizzly Bear Recovery Plan 
found to be contrary to the dictates of 
the Endangered Species Act. 

The other two decisions by Judge 
Friedman dealt with the failure of the 
FWS to rule appropriately on petitions 


filed by Jasper Carlton and the 
Biodiversity Legal Foundation to re- 
classify the grizzly bear populations of 
the Selkirk ecosystem and the Cabi- 
net- Yaak ecosystem from a threatened 
status to an endangered status. Judge 
Friedman ruled in favor of the plain- 
tiffs in these cases, finding that the 
FWS' decisions were illegal and that 
refusal to elevate these isolated popu- 
lations of grizzly bears from threat- 
ened to endangered status was unsup- 
ported by the factual record, the scien- 
tific record and the law. 

The Selkirk Mountains, located in 
northern Idaho and eastern Washing- 
ton, are home to a small, and probably 
isolated, grizzly bear population num- 
bering only 22-36 bears. Carlton ar- 
gued in his formal petition that this 
population is critically endangered and 


requires improved protection. 

The FWS' refusal to reclassify the 
Selkirk grizzly bear population from 
threatened to endangered status was 
based upon an assumption that hu- 
man-caused grizzly bear mortality is 
the only factor limiting population 
growth, and that human-caused mor- 
tality is decreasing. Nor did the FWS 
disclose that the US Forest Service has 
failed to provide the bear with ad- 
equate habitat security in the Selkirk 
ecosystem. 

In overturning the FWS' decision, 
Judge Friedman rejected the agency's 
position that bear deaths caused by 
humans are decreasing, stating "the 
FWS should have been aware of, but 
ignored, evidence showing that hu- 
man-caused mortality had increased 
in 1992." 

Judge Friedman was not persuaded 
by the agency's argument that exist- 
ing "regulatory mechanisms," which 
include the Grizzly Bear Recovery Plan, 


are adequately addressing the major 
threats to the Selkirk grizzlies. He noted 
that the management programs have 
failed to result in the stabilization of 
the population or decreased human- 
caused mortalities. Therefore, the FWS' 
reliance upon the adequacy of its regu- 
latory program was unfounded. 

The court also held that the FWS 
failed to consider threats to the Selkirk 
population caused by its small size, 
stating that "even if the FWS is correct 
that the grizzly population is stable, 
this does not necessarily imply that 
the stable population is large enough 
to withstand certain threats." Those 
threats include the effects of fires, dis- 
ease, food availability, and inbreeding 
on reproduction and survivorship. 

Regarding the population's stabil- 
ity, Judge Friedman noted that the 
FWS never considered whether "the 
grizzlies' rate of reproduction and sur- 
vival is sufficient to make up for the 
loss of grizzly population from hu- 
man-caused mortality." 

The grizzly bear population in the 
Cabinet/Yaak ecosystem in north- 
western Montana consists of only 
about 15 bears. In 1992, in response 
to Carlton's petition, the FWS deter- 
mined that the population was below 
viability levels and warranted reclas- 
sification from threatened to endan- 
gered. The agency did not pursue the 
reclassification, however, on the 
grounds that this proposed listing 
decision was precluded by work on 
other species. 

Judge Friedman determined that a 
decision to delay action on a listing 
petition must be justified by evidence 
of other priorities and diligent work on 
other pending listing proposals. He 
went on to rule that the FWS' "war- 
ranted but precluded" decision was 
illegal because the FWS failed to dem- 
onstrate that it was, in fact, "actively 
working on other pending proposal s to 
list, reclassify or delist other species 
and that it is making expeditious 
| progress on such other proposals." 

Due to excessive logging, mining, 
f road building, and the cumulative im- 
| pacts of human development activities 
^ in the Kootenai National Forest, the 
grizzly bear has barely been hanging 
on in the Cabinet/Yaak ecosystem. Al- 
though there is general agreement that 
the bear is critically biologically en- 
dangered in this unique forest ecosys- 
tem, the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
has refused, up to this time, to provide 
the bear with the level of protection 
Congress and the American people in- 
tended it to have. As a result, the FWS 
has allowed the Forest Service to con- 
tinue its degradation and fragmenta- 
tion of grizzly bear habitat. Recently 
proposed huge salvage logging sales in 
the Kootenai National Forest will fur- 
ther threaten this vulnerable grizzly 
bear population. 

Attorneys playing a key role in argu- 
ing these important cases were Eric R. 
Glitzenstein of Meyer and Glitzenstein 
in Washington, D.C. and Dave 
Honnold of the Sierra Club Legal De- 
fense Fund. 

— Biodiversity Legal Foundation 



The grizzly is an indicator of the the quality of wilderness. When it is gone, so too will be the wilderness. 
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Shoot Hoop, INIot Grizzlies 


This winter, the "sport" of trophy hunting will 
collide with professional basketball in cities across 
North America . 

The Grizzly Project, based in Nelson, British Colum- 
bia, is taking on the new NBA franchise team, the 
Vancouver Grizzlies. The group condemns the team’s 
marketing strategy and charges them with complicity 
in the ongoing slaughter of the bear. 

The basketball team is targeting children in their 
marketing campaign, with a mass-marketed cartoon 
logo depicting an attacking bear. The reality is the 
opposite: Grizzlies typically shy away from encoun- 
ters with humans. This harmful image serves only to 
further the myth of a dangerous predator and can be 
found on everything from McDonald's french fries' 
containers and Coke cups, to plastic pencil cases and 
other commodities for kids. 

The Grizzly Project deplores the senseless marketing 
of the fierce grizzly image, because the team under- 
mines necessary protection of the species through its 
collaboration with the government. The public, brain- 
washed with images of ferocity, reinforces the mind- 
set that allows the continuation of the attack on the 
grizzly nation. 

Environmental activists who live in American cities 
with NBA teams are being invited to participate in 
actions which follow the Grizzlies' away game sched- 
ule. Their inaugural season kicks off in November and 
continues through April, 1996. 

The Great Bear is under siege, surrounded by logging 
and petroleum drilling, with 1 1 ,000 kilometers of new 
roads punched through BC's wilderness each year. 
One acre of forest falls from clear-cutting every 12 
seconds. Grizzlies are driven from their best habitats, 
which are sliced up for industrial exploitation, and are 
stalked and killed by hunters and greedy poachers. 
Each year as many as 700 grizzlies are killed by legal 


and illegal hunting, with an estimated population of 
only 6,000-7,000 remaining. Less than 900 grizzlies 
live south of the Canadian border. 

In June, 1995, the BC government announced a 
long-awaited provincial "grizzly management strat- 
egy." After lobbying for two years to stop legal trophy 
killing, the Grizzly Project was disappointed. In fact, 
the government plan, backed by more than $200,000 



of pledged support from the new NBA Grizzlies team, 
is devastatingly weak, due to the guide-outfitters and 
forest industry lobby. Proposed grizzly "sanctuaries" 
(management areas) would first get approved by the 
Ministry of Forests, and would permit clearcuts, min- 
ing, roads, etc. 

The Vancouver Grizzlies' new "gladiator's arena," 
General Motors Place, owned by Orca Sports & Enter- 
tainment of Seattle, seats 17,000 customers. The "vir- 
tual wilderness" fed to spectators includes a pre-game 
video depicting BC's wildlife species, projected on 


massive video systems above the court. The environ- 
mental appropriation in the marketing mix will make 
for a profitable business, while in reality, sports fans 
and residents in North American cities remain un- 
aware of the ongoing slaughter. 

The Grizzly Project also aims to expose the truth 
about the "SuperNatural British Columbia" tourism 
slogan by the BC government. The group also ques- 
tions the scientific logic and ethics of the annual $28 
million "lethal" tourism sector of guided trophy hunt- 
ing safaris, controlled by international business elites. 

Take part in actions in your city and watch for a 
collision between the business of hunting and the 
business of basketball. The campaign has a budget to 
cover expenses for demonstrations, including ticket 
money to get into the game, and bail money to get you 
out of jail! We are looking for activists to join the 
campaign when it rolls through their town. To receive 
a campaign kit and Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers 
Grizzly video, call the Grizzly Project toll-free from 
anywhere in the US or Canada, (800) 836-5501, or 
email grizzly@worldtel.com. Our office phone/fax is 
(604) 355-2327. 

— The Grizzly Project 


Coming Soon to a Town Near You! 
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Seattle 21 
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LA 16 
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Environmental Politics 


to be louder and meaner. This 
shouldn't be very difficult given the 
level of support for environmental 
issues. An ABC News/Washington Post 
poll showed that 79 percent of re- 
spondents thought that "the federal 
government should have the right to 
prevent the owners of private land 
from developing the land if that de- 
velopment would involve harming or 
polluting the environment." 

In an ABC News/Washington Post 
poll, a whopping 70 percent said that 
the government has not gone far 
enough to protect the environment. 
That's not 70 percent for maintaining 
the status quo, that's 70 percent for 
strengthening existing regulations. 
Relating specifically to the ESA, 75 
percent in the ABC /Post poll say that 
the existing law has either struck the 
right balance or not gone far enough. 

If the right-wing could fight the 
environmental movement, a Demo- 
cratic president and a Democratic 
Congress to a standstill in 1994 when 
Republicans were in the minority and 
had minimal public support, national 
environmental groups could surely do 
the same with such a whopping ma- 
jority of public opinion in 1995. 

National environmental groups 
should have proactively pushed for 
reauthorization of a strengthened ESA 
when we had a Democratic Congress 
and President, but instead they worked 
hard at doing nothing. If they were 
willing to wait when they could have 
been victorious, then they should wait 
now as opposed to supporting legisla- 
tion which would weaken the ESA. 

Instead, several national groups took 
the path of least resistance and sup- 


continued from the front page 

ported legislation which would have 
weakened the existing ESA. There were 
recently two bills under consideration 
by the House Resources Committee. 
The Pombo-Young bill, HR 2275 was 
described by Eric Glitzenstein, a lead- 
ing environmental attorney, as an 
"unmitigated disaster" and is sup- 
ported by the most rabid anti-envi- 
ronmentalists in Congress. The other 
bill, HR 2374, sponsored by Represen- 
tative Wayne Gilchrest (R-MD) was 
described by Glitzenstein as a "miti- 
gated disaster. " While the Endangered 
Species Coalition, the 263 member 
coalition working to protect the ESA, 
did not take a position on the bills, 
several of the national groups, in- 
cluding The Wilderness Society, The 
National Wildlife Federation and De- 
fenders of Wildlife supported the 
Gilchrest bill. 

Glitzenstein said, "The Gilchrest bill 
must be seen for what it is — a short- 
sighted, poorly drafted... bill which 
will inevitably severely impede, rather 
than facilitate, efforts at the conserva- 
tion and recovery of endangered and 
threatened species." Glitzenstein notes 
that some provisions of the bill would 
weaken implementation of the ESA so 
that even under a friendly administra- 
tion there would be "myriad new op- 
portunities for those hostile to the Act 
to delay, complicate and prevent its 
effective administration." His opinion 
is shared by several other environmen- 
tal attorneys. Despite the support of 
national organizations, the Gilchrest 
bill was defeated in committee, but 
Pombo-Young, the "unmitigated di- 
saster, " passed by a vote of 27- 1 7 and is 
headed ultimately for a floor vote. 


Although support for the Gilchrest 
bill may have had some strategic value, 
it sets a bad precedent for a bottom 
line standard for reauthorization. Sup- 
port of the Gilchrest bill is yet another 
example of national environmental 
groups yielding to a false reality cre- 
ated by opponents of endangered spe- 
cies protection without attempting to 
influence it in any way. With the level 
of public support and potential for 
grassroots pressure, national environ- 
mental groups should stand for noth- 
ing less than a stronger ESA. The big 
environmental groups need to stop 
talking about "political reality" and 
start creating a new reality that re- 
flects the overwhelming public sup- 
port for preserving the environment! 

The only answer to weakening the 
Act in any way should be a strong, 
unyielding NO! There is absolutely no 
excuse for anything less. Once again, 
grassroots leaders and activists are 
going to have to hold Congress and 
the national groups accountable for 
the fate of a law so strongly supported 
by the American people. Politically 
speaking, the worst of times can be the 
best of times. In other words, although 
it may seem counter-intuitive, it is 
usually easier to mobilize grassroots 
support in the face of a hostile Con- 
gress like the one with which we are 
faced today. 

Obviously, if the Pombo-Young bill 
or its Senate counterpart can be de- 
feated outright, it should be, but if the 
headcount in the House and Senate is 
solidly against a decent reauthoriza- 
tion bill, the only effective strategy is 
a defensive end-game. The national 
groups need to work with grassroots 
groups to apply unprecedented pres- 
sure on Clinton to veto anything less 
than a strengthened ESA. I'm talking 


about a nationwide grassroots strat- 
egy of protest marches, constituent 
meetings, letters and phone calls by 
the hundreds of thousands. Clinton 
needs this type of pressure to sustain 
his resolve, and he cannot ignore it in 
an election year if it comes from a 
strong, unified voice. National groups 
will also need to apply similar pressure 
to ensure that the right-wing doesn't 
have enough votes to override a veto. 

The strategy is simple, but it would 
require a decision at the highest level 
that the national groups should come 
together, put aside their selfish interests 
and really work together without com- 
promise to preserve the Endangered 
Species Act. Coalitions are a great idea 
in theory. But, the Endangered Species 
Coalition can only work if there is a 
decision by the chief executive officers 
of the major national environmental 
organizations to come to the table offer- 
ing money, lists of supporters, as well as 
technical and staff support to the En- 
dangered Species Coalition. 

The kind of world our children in- 
herit may well depend upon the abil- 
ity of national environmental orga- 
nizations to recognize their problems 
and radically alter their behavior. 
They should realize that protecting 
the environment is not for sissies and 
fight the way environmentalists used 
to fight — in the old days. Remember 
those days, when environmentalists 
used to win against all odds? With 
the odds strongly favoring environ- 
mental protection, it's not too late to 
get tough and to live up to the leg- 
end... yet. 

Karyn Strickler is the former Director 
of the National Endangered Species 
Coalition 
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Earth Liberation Prisoners 


JIM CHAMBERS and 
STUART EDWARDS 

In February, 1995, Jim and Stuart 
were arrested and charged with sabo- 
taging diggers and cranes at the Mil 
Link Road construction site near Lon- 
don. They deny any involvement in 
the sabotage (causing £50,000 dam- 
age). Both were found guilty and sen- 
tenced to 18 months each. An appeal is 
in the works. 

Write separate letters to: Jim Cham- 
bers PV2504 and Stuart Edwards 
PB1864, HMPPentonville, Caledonian 
Road, London, N7 8TT, ENGLAND. 
KEN SARO-WIWA 

(Address Unknown) Ken is a non- 
violent environmental activist who 
has been set up by the Nigerian gov- 
ernment for murder. Ken is also a 
leading member of the Ogoni tribe 
which is trying to reclaim its land 
from Shell Oil. During a disturbance 
in which Nigerian troops attacked pro- 
testers in May of 1 994, Ken was framed 
for murder. Ken has suffered terrible 
torture at the hands of the secret po- 
lice, been thrown into solitary con- 
finement, and left to bleed. Through 
international pressure and media ex- 
posure, the Nigerian government was 
forced to allow Ken into a military 
hospital for treatment, but he is still in 
custody. We ask that folks write the 
Nigerian government immediately 
and ask for his immediate release and 
all charges to be dropped. In the US 
write to the Embassy of Nigeria at 
2201 M St. NW, Washington, DC 
20036; (202) 822-1500; in Britain, write 
the High Commissioner, Nigeria 
House, 9 Northumberland Avenue, 
London WC2B 5NX, ENGLAND. 
MILTON BORN 
WITH A TOOTH 

Milton Born with a Tooth is cur- 
rently appealing a 16-month jail sen- 
tence for firing shots during a police 
raid on tribal protesters. The Cana- 
dian government has plans to dam 
the Oldham River, which runs through 
the Peigan Nation. The group of 
Peigans, known as the Lonefighter 
Society, has been vigorously resisting 
dam construction and in September, 
1990 eighty armed "tactical squad" 
officers invaded Peigan territory and 
surrounded the Lonefighter camp. 
Milton fired two shots in the air to 
warn the police. Six days later, Milton 
was arrested. Over the last four years, 


Milton has been given another six 
charges for firearm offenses and in 
September, 1994 he was sentenced to 
another 1 6 months. The Mother Earth 
Defense Fund is representing Milton. 
Write to Milton c/o MEDF, Box 53, 
10024-82 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta 
T6E 1Z3, CANADA. 

PAUL S. 

In May of 1994, Paul was sentenced 
to two years and nine months for 
sabotaging 18 bulldozers over a three- 
year period. The Dutch ELF have car- 
ried on without Paul, and numerous 
actions have continued protesting road 
construction. Send Paul thank yous 
and letters of support at Paul S., c/o 
EYFA International, PO Box 92066, 
1090 AB, Amsterdam, NETHERLANDS. 
MOVE 

MOVE is a mainly black, radical, eco- 
vegetarian organization that opposes 
all forms of exploitation of animals 
and the Earth. Acting on their beliefs, 
MOVE uses imaginative tactics of dis- 
ruption to fight against the brutality 
and racism of the state and multina- 
tional corporations. 

Mumia Abu-Jamal is on death row 
for allegedly shooting a policeman. 
Other MOVE members currently in 
prison were arrested after the FBI and 
the BATF bombed their house and 
claimed the MOVE members (trapped 
in the basement) shot a policeman. (In 
both instances there is overwhelming 
evidence that proves their innocence.) 

For too long these prisoners have 
been forgotten by the environmental 
and animal rights movement, so please 
write them and let them know that 
you support their movement. 
CHARLES SIMS AFRICA No. Am 4975 
PO Box 244, Graterford, PA 19426-0244 
DELBERT ORR AFRICA 
No. Am 4985, Drawer K, Dallas, PA 18612 
EDWARD GOODMAN AFRICA 
No. Am 4974, PO Box 200 
Camp Hill, PA 17011-0200 
DEBBIE SIMS AFRICA No. Am 006307 
JANE!' HOLLOWAY AFRICA No. Am 006308 
JANINE PHILLIPS AFRICA No. Am 006309 
MERLE AUSTIN AFRICA No. Am 006306 
(write each of them separately at:) 

451 Fullerton Avenue 
Cambridge Springs, PA 16403 1238 
MICHAEL DAVIS AFRICA 
No. 4973, Drawer R, 1 100 Pike Street 
Huntington, PA 16652 -1112 
WILLIAM PHILLIPS AFRICA No. Am 4984 
PO Box A, Bellafonte, PA 16823 
MUMIA ABU-JAMAL No. Am 8335 
SCI Green, 1040 E. Roy Furman Highway 
Waynesburg, PA 15370-8090 


Captain Paul Watson Jailed! 


On October 10, Captain Paul Watson, head of the Sea Shepherd Conservation 
Society, was sentenced to 30 days in jail by a Newfoundland court on the charge 
of criminal mischief. 

The conviction stemmed from an incident that occurred in July of 1993 just 
outside Canadian territorial waters. Watson ordered a Cuban trawling fleet to 
leave the Grand Banks of Newfoundland, the spawning ground of the North 
Atlantic cod, which has been decimated by overfishing in recent years. Charged 
with three counts of criminal mischief, Watson was found not guilty of the 
charges of endangering the lives and crew of the Cuban trawler or his own 
vessel, with a guilty verdict on the lesser charge of "simple mischief" for 
allowing Sea Shepherd crew to douse the decks of the Cuban trawler with a foul- 
smelling stink bomb, forcing the ship to halt its fishing activities. 

In handing down the 30-day sentence and the $35 fine, the judge said, "This 
is to send a message that Canadian citizens cannot take the law into their own 
hands to interfere with foreign overfishing. Some may say that he (Watson) is 
a patriot, but this is simply the breaking of the law, and no Canadian has the 
right to take the law into their own hands." 

For more information contact the Sea Shepherd Conservation Society at 
(310) 301-7325, fax (310) 574-3161, in Canada phone (604) 688-7325. 
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A Letter from Rod Coronado 

Full Moon, Dead Indian's Day 

Dear Friends, • 

Just finished the [EF! Journal] Mabon '95 issue, which I will circulate to other 
interested folks here. I'm sitting here facing the setting sun as it falls behind Mt. 
Graham, did you know she is a sacred site to us Yaquis as well? We used to come 
to her to gather medicine, meditate and pray to the enchanted spirits here. We 
would see our noble enemies the Apache entrenched in prayer, yet we would 
never engage them in battle because of the religious significance of the place. 
Anyway, I couldn't think of a better place to be for the next four years, except, 
of course, a few days ride west in my little pueblo, the Yaqui rez. 

There's folks here who 
will be out sooner than I, 
but they have committed 
the simple acts of man- 
slaughter (probably 
women), heroin, cocaine and 
crack dealing and smuggling. 
Nothing as dangerous or as terroris- 
tic as rescuing animals from laborato- 
ries or stealing a 7th Cavalryman's shop- 
ping list from the Little Bighorn 
(which was stolen in the first place), 
but that's another story. I've had to 
sign a contract to pay $25 a month 
towards my court-imposed restitu- 
tion of 2.5 million dollars to the 
various research laboratories and 
fur farms impacted by the ALF's 
"Operation Bite Back" cam- 
paign of '91-'92. 
Let's see... $25 a 
month, 2.5 million 
bucks... I better live a 
long time. A week af- 
ter my sentencing in 
federal court, the pros- 
ecution sent me a let- 
ter, the third such ap- 
peal, offering me a re- 
duction in sentence if I 
would simply testify as 

to who my fellow warriors in the ALF were. I tell you, these guys know nothing 
of honor, and besides, my daddy says no one likes a tattletale. He also said 
beware of favors from the devil. 

Meanwhile, dreams come to me of lynx, bobcat, coyote and mink frolicking 
in the wilderness making babies and doing exactly what wild critters were 
meant to do. They say they'll never forget, nor shall I. So I sit on bunk at night 
hiding a silly smirk, dreaming and running up the mountain to bathe in my 
favorite waterfall, and dance with my ancestors. One month down, 47 to go. 

Mail call is the highlight of my day, so please send word of the beauty before 
you in each new day closer to the Rebirth. Also, I can receive up to five books per 
padded envelope, if they're hardback and come from a bookstore or publisher. 
1 can receive photos also, no pornography please, there's enough of that in here 
already. Send me a photo of your favorite vista, tree, rock, friend or whatever. 
Remember the Bureau of Prisons gets so little fan mail, they like to read everyone 
else’s letters and cards. If you're going up the mountain, drop me a line a few 
weeks before you do in case you would like to pay me a visit, that way I can send 
you the forms to fill out. 

The night before I turned myself in some Yaqui warriors and I danced our 
ancient dances of enchantment, songs older than time, harking back to the days 
when our people communicated with the animals, songs the deer, coyote, 
mountain lion and others taught us. We danced, sang, ate and cried. The next 
morning my mother, father and two beloved warriors drove past the prison for 
one last good-bye. I walked in the woods digging my fingers in the moist skin 
of my earth mother, hugging alligator junipers, and touching the rock people. 
As my father and mother joined me in prayer, we prayed for the strength that 
has kept our family together through this painful ordeal, and hell through our 
families' ordeal of the last 503 years. I begged the earth spirits for forgiveness, 
for I would not be able to serve them in the next four years, and I also prayed 
that others would step forward and take my place. As the wind came rolling 
down the mountain, my heart was lifted as the voice spoke to me as it did before: 
"Remember. We are the power of love, all life-giving, we shall never abandon 
those who fight for us. Our power is stronger than all others, but in order for you 
to receive, you must first believe." I then drove down the hill and walked 
through the gates of federal prison, turned to my family and said, " I love you 
all!!" See ya at the RRR in 1999! 

Naike Yo Ooria, Yoawa, 

Rod Coronado, Wiko Tau Uura, Pascua Yaqui Nation 

P.S. It was a federal, not state, judge who sentenced me, and I'm not awaiting 
transfer. I'll be here for the duration of my sentence unless I become eligible for 
a federal prison camp, something I've been told is a no-no for at least two years. 
(Who wants to bunk with ex-cops, DEA agents, dirty lawyers and snitches 
anyway?) I can no longer see Mt. Graham from my cell, but I am locked down 
12 hours a day. People can send used books themselves if they're paperback and 
in a padded legal size envelope with no more than five. I can also call collect 
anytime. Thanks for keeping the presses rolling on a paper that I know the FBI 
hates with a passion. You're doing a kick-ass job!!! 

Write to Rod at: Rod Coronado 03895-000, FCI, RR #2, Box 9000, Safford, AZ 85546 



Resistance at Roman 


continued from front page 

than 55 years of improving the envi- 
ronment by harvesting overripe and 
defective trees and replanting them 
with healthy and fast-growing Dou- 
glas fir," Hull said on September 22. 
Environmentalists are "wasting their 
time" claims a logger contracted by 
Hull-Oakes. "We're going to cut in 
there." "We've told protesters we're 
not going to play this game forever," 
said BLM official Lee Lauritzen, refer- 
ring to civil disobedience tactics. The 
message from industry and their gov- 
ernment lackeys is clear: nothing can 
stand in the way of the saws. 

Actions Speak Louder than Words 

Fifty activists woke up at 4: 30 in the 
morning on Wednesday, October 1 1 
to give Hull and Oakes the war they 
wanted. As the day progressed it be- 
came clear that the cops and timber 
beasts proved to be less than serious 
about their threats. Logging crews had 
been building 
roads and fell- 
ing timber on 
the site since 
September 25. 

Four times since 
then, they had 
been turned 
away by protest- 
ers numbering 
in the dozens 
from Eugene 
and several 
small coastal 
communities. 

In the misty 
darkness of early 
morning, with 
torrents of rain 
that soaked 
through rain 
slickers in minutes, the fifty activists 
strung themselves out in the middle 
of BLM Road 18-8-28.1. The blockade 
was about a mile and a half down the 
road from the small spur leading into 
the sale units. A dozen or so radio, 
newspaper, and TV folks came along 
to watch the fun. 

The two fellers who came up the 
road took one look at the drenched 
protesters and took off back down the 
mountain. Don Oakes, had sworn up 
and down that those pesky "en-vir-O- 
ment-lists don't scare me" drove all the 
way to the coast, up the west side of the 
road and snuck down into the sale 
units. The chickenshit made his 'dozer 
crews drive their big cats up and down 
the newly constructed dirt roads for 
awhile. When protesters caught on to 
Oakes' cowardly end-run they hurried 
up the mountain to the gate blocking 
off the access spur, positioning them- 
selves in the road to block tree fellers 
from getting into the site from the west. 

The only one who showed up was 
Wes Steckland, a rotund cutey from 
BLM Law Enforcement in a shiny new 
Bronco. Wes is generally happy 
enough to chat amiably with a dozen 
or so protesters, but the sight of fifty 
snapped him out of his melancholy 
long enough to mutter "the problem 
is you're committing unlawful acts 
and you need to cease from that and 
start acting in a more lawful manner." 
Six of us laid down in the road and 
wouldn't budge. Wes gave up and 
drove down to try his luck with Oakes. 
Oakes evidently felt that running the 
engines on his dozers for a few hours 


was enough to prove his point and 
within minutes he and his crews roared 
out of the units without stopping to 
talk. It was past midday by now and 
we were bored so we headed to Eugene 
and the BLM office on Chad Drive to 
see if they would please arrest us. 

We found the entrance to the BLM 
blocked by an unhappy security guard 
who wouldn't let us in and wouldn't tell 
us why. We demanded access to our 
public building and to speak with BLM 
District Manager Judy Nelson. 

Eventually Judy came down to talk 
with us. We asked her why she was 
allowing logging of spotted owl and 
marbled murrelet habitat. She said 
there were no such birds in the area. 
When we reminded her that a group 
of activists had filmed a spotted owl in 
the logging site on September 2, she 
assured us that it was only passing 
through, not actually living there. 
When we asked her how she could 


know for certain whether the elusive 
bird inhabited the area she pointed 
out that they are, after all, a hard bird 
to find. We asked her if it might not be 
a good idea to survey downed logs for 
fecal rings, a tell-tale sign of nesting. 
She responded that this would be a 
"fine idea." We asked her to please 
halt logging for a few days to give 
scientists a chance to look for fecal 
rings. She said, "No." 

The day after the October 1 1 action a 
group calling themselves "Housewives 
for Habitat" violated the federal clo- 
sure on Roman Dunn and disrupted 
logging operations for the day. Seems 
the closure order designed to keep the 
media and citizen monitors out of the 
area can't keep determined housewives 
from seeing what's happening on their 
public lands. Sometime early the next 
week monkeywrenchers caused an es- 
timated $150,000 worth of damage to 
heavy equipment in Unit 3. (see sidebar) 
Birds and Bird-Brains 

Although Nelson claims in an Octo- 
ber 5 memo to Citizens to Save Roman 
Dunn that there are definitely no 
murrelets or spotted owls in Unit 3, 
this is a political, not a scientific opin- 
ion. Unit 3 is in close proximity to the 
other two units and essentially alike 
in its habitat characteristics. It is a 
good bet that murrelets use this area as 
well. Biologists were unable to find 
the nest of the owl captured on film 
September 2, and Nelson and her cro- 
nies seem to be at loss as to what 
exactly the bird was doing there. 

Spotted owls are a classic old-growth 
dependent species. Their prey lives in 


the abundant large rotting logs en- 
demic to the floor of late-successional 
forests. They also depend on the multi- 
layered canopy of native forests to 
evade predators, particularly barred 
and great horned owls. If the bird 
wasn't nesting there it was foraging or 
roosting. Anyone flying overhead the 
Roman Dunn area could easily figure 
out why the owl wasn't just "passing 
through." In a sea of tree farms there 
are only so many other old-growth 
stands around. 

Examining government documents 
about sales released under the aus- 
pices of the Salvage rider clarifies why 
the endangered birds don't live any- 
where other than the immediate vi- 
cinity of their nests. A July 27 memo 
from the US Senate Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources to the 
Secretary of Agriculture and Secretary 
of the Interior contains an enlighten- 
ing clarification of the exact implica- 
tions of the now- 
infamous Section 
K (2001) of the 
Salvage Rider. It 
reads in part: 
"Subsection (k) 
(2) bars the re- 
lease of a timber 
sale unit only if a 
threatened or en- 
dangered species 
is 'known to be 
nesting' within 
the unit.. .we re- 
fused to agree 
that evidence of 
occupancy 
would qualify a 
timber sale unit 
as 'known to be 
nesting... "'That's 
right, just because birds "occupy" a 
site doesn't mean they "live" there. By 
the same twisted logic, just because 
Judy Nelson has been spotted in the 
BLM office doesn't mean she has any 
real business there. Bulldoze it. 

Mating spotted owl pairs in Oregon 
typically require around 2,200 acres of 
ancient forest habitat for nesting, for- 
aging, and roosting. Two pairs of 
owls — the Leopuld Creek pair and the 
Whittaker Creek pair — live within a 
mile and a half from the 58 acres of 
Unit 3. The Leopuld pair currently has 
only 1 ,452 acres of habitat and did not 
fledge young when last surveyed in 
1992. The Whittaker Creek pair has 
2,491 acres of habitat and fledged one 
chick in '92. US Fish and Wildlife 
Service scientists continue to main- 
tain that owl pairs in the area have 
"extremely low amounts of habitat 
and may be at the threshold of local 
extirpation. Even minimal loss of habi- 
tat may have serious ramifications for 
spotted owls in this critical area." 

The situation for marbled murrelets 
is equally depressing. The group of 
318 sales in the Coast Range released 
by Section K of the rider represent as 
much as 20 percent of the known 
nesting habitat for murrelets. The Fish 
and Wildlife Service has concluded 
that the release of these sales would 
"jeopardize the continued existence" 
of the murrelet. Biologists have deter- 
mined that to maintain viable habitat 
for endangered species seventy per- 
cent of the canopy cover must be 
retained after logging operations are 
completed. But because Roman Dunn 



Devastation inside the closure at Roman Dunn. 


Dunn 

was initially auctioned off along with 
other "318" sales the original terms of 
the contract will be respected. Units 
will be completely clearcut, leaving 
zero canopy cover. No riparian buffers 
to protect the two salmon spawning 
creeks in the area will be required. 
Nothing. 

More Fun to Come 

On November 6 Judge Michael Hogan 
will rule in a hearing to determine 
which nesting protocol will be em- 
ployed for sales released under the Sal- 
vage Rider. In dispute is the July 27 
memo from the "sleazy six" of the 
Senate Energy and Natural Resources 
Committee which demands that evi- 
dence of nesting consist of eggshells, 
nest sightings, or fecal rings, all impos- 
sible to discover without actually climb- 
ing every tree in a given unit. Another 
memo from Administration officials to 
the BLM and Forest Service favors 
murrelet protocol, developed by The 
Pacific Seabird Group and adopted by 
the USFWS, that takes nesting behav- 
ior among murrelets as evidence of 
nesting for these elusive sea birds. 

Roman Dunn is just the latest plot to 
cut down pristine habitat under the 
guise of salvage. Well, more of the same 
from this end too: more road blocks, 
more fun and games in the woods. 

LOGGING EQUIPMENT 


TRASHED ! 


October 16, 6:45 am. Just an- 
other misty morning in 
Oregon's Coastal Range for the 
road crew pulling onto the 
gravel at the spur leading into 
the Roman Dunn timber sale. 
Within a few hours the usual 
drone of the earth raping mon- 
sters began to change. The cool 
mountain air was filled with 
the liberating scream of the 
excavator's engine screeching, 
grinding and then seizing and 
dying. Before there was time for 
the frantic operator to figure 
out what had happened, the 
bulldozer yells a similar death 
cry before its engine is perma- 
nently silenced. Then, for the 
first time in weeks, the ancient 
temperate rain forest was still. 

Five pieces of heavy equip- 
ment, owned by Hull Oakes 
Logging Co., were monkey- 
wrenched sometime during the 
weekend of October 14-15 and 
destroyed the engines of two 
pieces of logging equipment 
causing over $150,000 in dam- 
age. The equipment, including 
an excavator, bulldozer, com- 
pactor, grader, and water truck 
all had an abrasive foreign sub- 
stance poured into the crank- 
cases, radiators, gas tanks and 
hydraulic systems. The 
watchperson living at the sight 
was sound asleep and unaware 
of any late night activity, even 
though two of the machines 
were parked only a few feet from 
her trailer! 

Logging came to halt for 
days — A victory for the ancient 
forest against corporate greed! 
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And now, the rest of the story. . . 

continued from page 3 


Telemonkey- 

Wrenching 

Okay, here's the deal: The Boise 
Cascade Corporation is evil (ex- 
planation to follow in next para- 
graph). Therefore we started a 
phone blitz on them, whereby 
we (a bunch of Reed students. 
Earth Firstlers and Greens) sug- 
gested to a number of people 
that they call up Boise Cascade's 
1-800 number and pester them, 
thereby using up their phone 
time and costing them money. 
This action was sooo effective 
that within a week, Boise Cas- 
cade has blocked off any incom- 
ing calls from the Portland area. 
This is awesome. Not only have 
we spent some of their energy 
and money while making our 
views known, we have caused 
them to lose potential business 
in Portland — all starting with 
only a handful of volunteers. 

Okay, now the reason Boise Cas- 
cade sucks: They practice really 
irresponsible logging. Sugarloaf, 
and ancient-growth forest, is 
unique for its combination of 
Douglas firs and ponderosa pines 
at a high elevation and for its 
fauna of rare wolverines, 
gosehawks, and nesting spotted 
owls. Also, what Boise Cascade is 
doing is virtually illegal (by "vir- 
tually," I mean that if the govern- 
ment cared about protecting the 
environment, Boise Cascade's log- 
ging could be seen as illegal with- 
out changing any existing laws), 
for those of you who care about 
legality more than morality. 

Point being, if you personally 
get just a few of your friends to 
get just a couple of their friends 
to make, say, more than one 
phone call a day to Boise Cas- 
cade, then we might be able to 
shut down their 1-800 operation 
to a number of locations — or even 
across the U.S.A. So I urge you to 
call any chance you get, start 
asking any questions you want. 
My favorite was the simple but 
to-the-point: "Have you stopped 


logging ancient-growth forests 
yet?" Or you can ask to speak 
with the CEO, George Harad, and 
have him call you back. Just so 
long as you're talking about 
vaguely pertinent stuff, it's not 
phone harrassment, even if you 
call very frequently. 

The number is: 1-800-544- 
6473. Tell you friends, tell your 
enemies, tell your house- or 
dormmates. After-hours calling 
is fine too, and you don't have to 
speak with a living person that 
way. Aahhh, technology.... 

— Missy Rohs 

Telescope 

Trouble 

Dear Shitty Brainiacs, 

Once upon a time the US was a 
country governed by laws. Most 
of its citizens prided themselves 
on being law-abiding patriots. But 
along came the University of Ari- 
zona and decided it did not like 
the law under which it would 
have to build its Mt. Graham tele- 
scopes. So it convinced its friends 
in Congress to write a law to ex- 
empt it from those laws which it 
didn't find working to its benefit. 
With friends in high places, the 
University got what it asked for. 

But something went wrong. Ex- 
emption from the laws angered 
law-abiding citizens. In its rush to 
find a shortcut, it neglected to do 
its homework. What it had asked 
for wasn't working out. The law- 
makers, on request, had given the 
University a poor location for tele- 
scopes. "Well," thought the 
mighty university, "Its our law so 
we can violate it, especially with 
the help of our politicized friends 
in the Forest Service and the Fish 
and Wildlife Service. So, we'll se- 
cretly cut down a bunch of trees 
at an unauthorized site without 
telling the public. We'll get what 
we want even if it isn't according 
to the law we asked for." 

Again something went wrong. 
Some watchful citizens took the 
violators to court. The court said 
to the University, "You broke the 
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law. Follow the law. Your self- 
engineered exemption does not 
apply to the illegally cleared site." 
"That's OK* said the above law 
institution, "We'll just go back to 
our law-breaking friends in Con- 
gress and try and have them write 
up still another law that will make 
legal what we did illegally!" 

The telescope saga reaches an- 
other shameful milestone. Will 
Congress again write a new law to 
make legal the University's viola- 
tion of the law? Will Congress 
continue to exempt the Univer- 
sity the laws everyone else is sup- 
posed to abide by? Wait for the 
next chapter in this story of con- 
gressional and university ethics. 

— Sky Jacobs 

Green Money 

I recently purchased your issue 
of Mabon 1995. 1 appreciate your 
thoughts and work. One reality is 
that your work will never be done. 
Human beings seem to have an 
animosity to the forest, thinking 
that the best tree is the one cut 
down. I generalize, true; but the 
4000 year history of humans 
around the world is littered by the 
lumberjack. 

I recently wondered how our 
human economy could be tied to 
the economy of the rest of life, 
particularly plants. Then our 
money would trulybe green. Cur- 
rently, our money is "virtual," it 
exists only in the imagination of 
the money markets. 

One alternative is to tie the 
value of money to the "fixing of 
carbon", which only plants can 
do and which is easily measur- 
able. Thus the old growth for- 
ests of the Pacific Northwest and 
the tropical rain forests would 
be counted as wealth. In addi- 
tion money would be devalued 
by activities which alter the 
genes of life, like nuclear radia- 
tion, or by reintroduction of car- 
bon into the atmosphere, like 
burning fossil fuels such as natu- 
ral gas, oil and coal. 

I propose that our national 
moneys be tied to the green stan- 
dard instead of the gold standard 
or the money market float. Thus 
once a year the local tax assessor 
would count the various acres and 
sections of forest land, grass land, 
cactus land, and plankton water. 

The government hierarchy 
would verify and certify these 
numbers. Various multipliers 
would enhance the values of con- 
tiguous sections of trees and de- 
cades of tree life. The Interna- 
tional Monetary Tribunal would 
fairly work through the numbers 
then assign values to each nation's 
currency. A nation could only 
have money (greenbacks, various 
loans, bank deposits) to the limit 
of the assigned value. 

The various planning authori- 
ties would always be aware of the 
real tradeoff between human pres- 
sures and their contribution to 
the value of a nation's currency. 
Perhaps they could not spend be- 
yond the green value of their po- 
litical unit. I can see the day when 
a clearcut is turned down because 
the nation's currency and the lo- 
cal authority's finances would be 
devalued too much! 

Respectfully, 

— Michael Moore 
Poulsbo, Washington 


Death Threats Eco or Politico? 


Dear Mr. Folie or shit for brains. 

After reading your threaten- 
ing letter in the last Earth First! 
Journal I was reminded of the 
mentality we are up against. You 
seem to have misread my article 
in the Journal, funny how this 
rhymes with uneducated. [??? 
We didn't get it either. — JF] I am a 
subsistence hunter and have no 
problem with any one who re- 
spects and utilizes all of the { 
animal that gives itself to you. 
Not many people eat bear meat, 
it's the trophy they are after. 
Also most people that do hunt 
for meat prefer younger more 
tender animals, rather than the 
more gamey tasting trophy ani- 
mals. To your brilliant deduc- 
tion that there are more trees 
now than when Columbus 
landed, I can only say a tree farm 
is not a forest. Lastly, as far as 
your threat is concerned I would 
just like for you to know that 
pacifism is not a trait in the '90's 
hippie handbook. Please try to 
understand the ignorance in 
your statements and for all of 
our sake, please don't have any 
offspring. 

— Mike Mease 

Dear SFB, 

This letter is for that guy who 
wrote in to SFB and threatened 
violence toward EFlers. In re- 
sponse I offer him the following. , 
"Meaning doesn't lie in things. I 
Meaning lies in us. When we 
attach value to things that M 
aren't love, the money, the car, H 
the house, the prestige, we are ^ 
loving things that can't love us 
back." 

— Mark 

Assault 

Support 

Dare to Keep Shit Off Brains, 

Just wanted to send out an echo- 
ing ensemble of heartfelt grati- 
tude for the outpouring of moral 
support 1 received from activists 
across western Turtle Island. Fol- 
lowing the circulation of a rather 
grossly exaggerated rendition of 
my "assault" experience in Cove/ 
Mallard, a plethora of cards, let- 
ters, and posters reached me from 
California, Clayoquot Sound, 
Warner Creek and elsewhere. And 
although the tale of the Jack Road 
Tree Sit grew in the telling (I was 
not in any way seriously injured), 
the unanticipated influx of sup- 
port from people laying their own 
bodies on the line in other loca- 
tions was no less therapeautic. It 
was a very hard, embittering ex- 
perience this summer to watch 
trees fall and new roads violate 
central Idaho's native forest. We 
were all very hard put to it this 
summer, and all the while the 
steady stream of bad news — from 
Headwaters and Warner Creek, 
Sugarloaf and Bella Coola, Selva 
Lacandona and French 
Polynesia — served only to increase 
the weight of it all. Your display 
of concern for my welfare and 
support for my efforts was both 
timely and tremendously uplift- 
ing. It has given me a lot to think 
about in the inevitably tougher 
days ahead. I love you all. 

Shakin' a stick at the wind, 

— The Radical Weatherman 


Dear EFlers, 

In some ways the US environ- 
mental movement has hit bot- 
tom. The director of the Natural 
Wildlife Federation no longer has 
a quarter million dollar salary and 
chauffeured limousine and the 
gOk Sierra Club has had to lay 
xjjyyV off hundreds and tip- 
toe back to the basics. 
jESgMn U Something funda- 
‘ mental has changed 
from the Reagan 
era when 
Earth 

First! was bom, 
and money poured 
into a flourishing array of 
environmental causes. Why isn't 
history repeating itself now that 
the Republicans are busily dis- 
mantling environmental protec- 
tions; gutting the Clean Water 
Act, financing highways to lily- 
white suburbs spangled with golf 
courses, and paying developers 
not to pollute? 

What is new is that unprin- 
cipled right wing elements have 
taken over without significant 
principled Democratic or radical 
resistance. Washington is a bipar- 
tisan cesspool of influence ped- 
dling. The Democratic Party 
establishment, grown fat and 
lazy, is in political free 
fall. The" Repub- 


jority" are corpo- 
rate influence 
peddlers who have 
■ ( ' ' suckered social con- 

servatives into a rotten 
and unstable coalition claiming 
to share "conservative" or "fam- 
ily" values. Practically everybody 
hates the federal government for 
something. Even the appeal of 
militias is based on opposition to 
an entrenched bureaucracy. 

Some new populist reorienta- 
tion is bound to arise before long. 
But let us avoid trendy shortcuts 
toward individualism that can 
get us lost in the wilderness. What 
we need is a strong international 
force of some sort able to chal- 
lenge the international octopus 
of capitalism that exports jobs 
while it loots the environment. 
Just because our national gov- 
ernment has become corrupt does 
not imply that the solution is to 
decentralize to local levels un- 
able to challenge the corpora- 
tions. How can we save the for- 
ests without some kind of 
Freddies? Let's fire their bosses 
instead. The only sound position 
in the long run is to organize a 
united front of support for the 
environment with our natural 
allies; in short all those seeking 
relief from crazy, shortsighted 
greed. We need a long-range na- 
tional industrial policy that lim- 
its population and sets rational 
rules that improve the standard 
of living for humans as a whole. 
While the bourgeois wing of en- 
vironmentalism is collapsing, the 
radical wing seems to be gather- 
ing strength. The environmental 
bigshots may be in trouble, but 
all you need to do is to read the 
EF! Journal recently to see we're 
getting bigger and better. 

Yours, 

— Roger Baker 
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and (quite) a bit more... 


continued from previous page 

Allegheny Assault 

Dear Shit fer Brains: 

I'm not surprised. Outraged, as 
usual, but not surprised. I grew 
up in western New York state, 
and often got together with rela- 
tives in Bradford, PA which is 
just outside New York's Allegh- 
eny State Park. While visiting in 
Bradford recently, my Grand- 
mother told me there are plans 
in the works to log Allegheny 
State Park. I repeat, log the park. 
She has since sent me newspaper 
clippings dealing with this issue. 
We have spent a lot of time over 
the years hiking, swimming, and 
cross-country skiing in the park. 
It's over 67,000 acres (huge for 
New York), and very beau- 
tiful. Certain sections 
of the park are 
begin- 

ning to rival 

some of the 
mature forests you 
see in the West. 

Unfortunately, where there's 
a mature forest, there's the timber 
industry. They want to log 
the "overmature" Al- 
legheny State 
Park to 

"cre- 
ate better 
wildlife habi- 
tat," and supposedly 
to clear up all those "messy" 
trees that have fallen to the ground 
over the years. What they're re- 
ally after are the large stands of 
mature, commercially valuable 
Black Cherry trees which also ex- 
ist within the park. There is a 
good article by Ellen Gibson on 
this situation in the Fall, 1995 
Wild Earth magazine. She explains 
things better than I have here, if 
you want to find out more. 

Parks (national, state or local) 
are not for resource extraction! 
Ever! If logging Allegheny State 
Park sounds like a bad idea to you 
too, please write letters of dis- 
content to the following people: 
Governor George Pataki, Capitol 
Building, Albany, NY 12224 and 
Commissioner Bernadette 
Castro, Office of Parks, Recreation 
and Historic Preservation, Agency 
Building One, Albany, NY 12238. 

You might also call the business 
office of Allegheny State Park at 
(716) 354-9101 and lodge a com- 
plaint. They should not even be 
considering logging the park. In 
the mid-80's a poll of park visitors 
was taken which overwhelming re- 
jected the notion of any logging in 
Allegheny State Park. 

— Kirk Johnson 
Port Angeles, WA 

Welfare Cattle 

Editor, EF! Journal: 

Were it not for socialistic, be- 
low-market federal grazing fee sub- 
sidies to the West's Forest Service 
and BLM ranchers, few of these 
welfare cowboys could ever com- 
pete with our nation's free-mar- 
ket, privateland cattle producers. 

What the romantic Marlboro 
billboards overlook are the dead 
mountain lions, bears, and other 
wildlife the welfare rancher is al- 
lowed to kill without his identity 
being made public. Ranchers 
passed state secrecy laws so they 
can have predator-free calving 
willy-nilly ontheopenrange.Then 


they brag that though publicland 
ranchers produce only 2% of U.S. 
beef, they produce many of the 
nation's calves. They do this by 
killing our wildlife on our 
publiclands! Also, publicland over- 
grazing of range, forest and river 
habitats devastates tourism, hunt- 
ing, fishing, and outdoors benefits 
that bring far greater revenues, and 
pleasure for all Americans. 

These welfare ranchers claim 
their federal subsidies make beef 
cheaper. Actually, 98% of US beef 
is produced on private land, and 
only 2% on publicland. Without 
giveaway-priced grazing fees the 
private sector would promptly take 
over calving and save consumers 
millions in smelly, fuel-wasting, 
cross-country cattle shipping costs. 

Ironically, free-enterprise tout- 
ing Republicans in Congress are 
preparing new western welfare 
ranching 


As an artist I work hard to cre- 
ate meaningful images and make 
little money because this society 
devalues art, particularly that 
which challenges the dominant 
patriarchal mindset. I expected 
more respect from a group of 
people who purport to be fight- 
ing oppression. 

— Michelle Waters 
Earth First! Santa Cruz 

Editor's response: 

You seem to be laboring (quite 
bitterly I may add) under the false 
assumption that the Journal staff 
has any input over the contents of 
the blank wall. As the name im- 
plies, the blank wall is given to 
affinity groups who fill its four pages 
without editorial oversight by the 
Journal staff. Beefs with the con- 
tents of a blank wall should be 
directed at the group which pro- 
duced it. 


Mother Earth!" Its a good slogan 
and I'm glad EF! is an in your face 
group. However, using the same 
generalizations that James uses 
one might also say any environ- 
mentalist who rides or owns a 
bike has no integrity and is com- 
promising the earth. After all bike 
parts come from mines and there 
are thousands of examples of the 
harmful effects of mining. You 
could also say if you ride in an 
auto you are compromising. It 
could be argued that automo- 
biles and all they entail are the 
leading cause of environmental 
degradation world wide. One 
might go as far as to say if you are 
on the grid system, use a com- 
puter, have a phone, use the 
postal service, eat produce that is 
shipped from outside of your 
bioregion, are even use a fork 
that was made from mined mate- 
rial that you have no integrity 
and should be held accountable. 
If your in the system or use the 
system your a part of the system 
and part of the problem. 

James goes on to say "The For- 
est Service is already demoralized; 
let's collapse this dysfunctional 
bureaucracy once and for all." I 
sure agree with him that its a huge 
bureaucracy and I sure feel de- 
moralized every time I haul out 
50 pounds of trash or see another 
trail eroding. I hear talk of dis- 
mantling the agency but 1 never 
hear an alternative. Without some 
type of "management" our lands 
would be in worse shape. I don't 
mean heavy handed manipula- 
tion of ecosystems, rather regula- 
tions and practices that include 
protection and restoration as well 
as harvests and use where the 
guiding foundations are 
sustainability and ecosystem in- 
tegrity. Granted every time I see a 
log truck or another road I won- 
der how it could be worse, but 
there needs to be regulation/man- 
agement or people would do even 
more damage to the public lands. 
One rumor has it that this whole 
salvage rider stuff is just an at- 
tempt by certain politicians to 
begin the transfer of our public 
land over to the states. If you 
think its bad now just image the 
forests and range lands with the 
likes of Slade Gorton, Conrad 
Burns, Larry Craig or Helen 
Chenoweth at the helm. 

The Forest Service has a long 
way to go just like most of us. I 
think the Forest Service itself is 
like people, we are slow to change. 
It will take more than a change 
from the FS, after all the agency 
carries out "the will of the people. " 
It will take our nation as a whole 
coming to terms with our lifestyles 
and seeing the consequences of a 
consumer oriented society. I hope 
James doesn't feel this is an attack 
on him of EF! I appreciate what he 
does and what EF! stands for. There 
are many in the FS who are glad of 
the stances EF! takes. I just want 
to point out the problems with 
generalizations. Endless pressure 
endlessly means from the outside 
as well as the inside. 

— Gary Milner 

James Bames replies: 

Gary, as a Forest Service employee 
you cannot make any stink at all 
about the salvage rider or anything 
else, because then you'd be out of a 
job. And there’s the rub. The power 
to decide the fate of the forest has not 


only been taken from the general 
public but from agency employees at 
the district, forest and regional lev- 
els. There is only one way to make 
any real difference, and that is to 
resign in protest. 

Thanks to the salvage rider, the 
Forest Service must now by law pimp 
for the timber industry. The agency's 
prostitution has been legalized, and 
you are a part of it. 

You cannot separate yourself from 
the resourse extraction people. Des- 
ignated wilderness has become an 
integral part of the USFS's timber 
program. FS biologists do research in 
the Selway-Bitterroot, and their re- 
sults either bolster the timber pro- 
gram or are ignored. Also, the FS 
plays a biological numbers game in 
which the maintenance of popula- 
tions of sensitive or listed species 
required by NFMA is left to wilder- 
ness (which can’t be cut anyway ) — 
while the surrounding lands are 
decimated. 

Your equating of fork-using envi- 
ronmentalists with USFS employees 
is laying it on a bit thick. Sure we all 
have our impacts, but you're the one 
who's working for the bureaucracy 
that is responsible for massive native 
forest loss, habitat destruction, 
roading, stream degradation, collu- 
sion in timber theft, subsidy of nasty 
corporations, etc., etc. 

I honestly don't believe reform is 
possible for your agency. Every re- 
form measure that allowed timber 
harvest at all has provided the Forest 
Service with a loophole big enough to 
drive a log truck through. Only laws 
that expressly forbid commercial tim- 
ber harvest (like the Wilderness Act) 
have any impact. I didn't mean to 
imply that when the USFS is dis- 
mantled (fat chance) there be no one 
minding the store. But it shouldn't 
be Freddie. Look Gary, unless you're 
sending environmentalists lots of se- 
cret memos and other inside dope, 
you're really not doing any good. The 
agency is too forgone and you ’ll only 
drive yourself mad. Quit while you 
still can, and steal a bunch of stuff 
when you leave. 


Barcodes 

Hey Barcode Brains, 

Barcode on the Journal ? A UPC 
(Universal Price Code)? Well now 
aren't we moving up in the con- 
sumer world. Maybe next we 
could all just ride the informa- 
tion highway and get the Journal 
on E-mail. 1 know, 1 know its the 
latest craze. Everybody's doing 
it, right? Wrong! Personally, I am 
offended by the barcode. And 
I'm not looking forward to the 
day, when in the interest of Na- 
tional Security we all have a UPC 
tattooed on the back of our necks! 
By bowing down to the consumer 
culture we make it easier to con- 
sume. Resist the whole systeml 

— Anonymous 

If we don't put a barcode on the 
Journal, some of our distributors 
will put it on there for us, and 
charge us to do it. Others require the 
barcode for distrubution (up until 
now we have used stickers for these 
distributors). 

The Journal maintains itself 
through people buying it. If by put- 
ting the barcode on “we make it 
easier to consume," good! Off-the- 
stand sales are not only a substan- 
tial source of revenue, they are also 
one of the best forms of outreach. 

—CB 
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Friendly 
Freddies? 



legislation, 
baptized here 
in Arizona as 
"The Cowboy So- 
cialist Protection 
Act" 


bill would 
law the rest- 
ing or revegetation of cattle-dev- 
astated rangelands and impose 
civil penalties on those not mak- 
ing "substantial grazing use" of 
the land within two years. Most 
Southwest streams are eroded 
moonscapes of mud, manure, flies 
and cowbirds. What stream and 
rangeland rehabilitation that has 
occurred, this bill would destroy. 

Is there no end to the welfare 
cattleman's greed? When will our 
Republican congress realize that 
taxpayers, recreationists, and tour- 
ists are paying dearly for cowboy 
socialism? 

— Elise Lauster 


To the editors, 

I've been 
subscribing 
to the Jour- 
nal for sev- 
eral years 


Artattack 


Dear Brains in Rectums: 

I was happy to see that you 
printed a drawing of mine, Pele 
in the ecofeminist blank wall, 
until I realized that you gave me 
no credit for it, either next to the 
drawing or in the staff box, de- 
spite the fact that my name was 
printed on all my submissions. 
None of you know me person- 
ally, but that is no reason not to 
give me credit, especially since 
the drawing that was printed is 
copyrighted (we artists are funny 
about things like people stealing 
our work). I've had my art pub- 
lished by other periodicals and 
have never had this happen be- 
fore. You talk about ecofeminism 
and honoring womyn, but I won- 
der, do you only honor and re- 
spect womyn that are in with the 
journal clique? I also wonder why 
you print credits next to all the 
photos, but generally don’t 
bother to credit visual artists, 
when it takes more creativity and 
energy to produce a drawing than 
to snap a photo. 


nowand 
it never 
fails to 
anger or 
uplift 
me. I like 
the articles 
dealing with 
eco/spirituality 
as I believe it will take 
some type of ecological 
religious revolution before a heal- 
ing of the earth takes place. I'm 
also glad EF! has focused on tro- 
phy hunting. 

Being a Forest Service employee 
(that's right USFS, I'm currently a 
seasonal in the Selway-Bitterroot 
wilderness doing trail work, wil- 
derness ranger and wilderness 
education work) I read James A. 
Barnes' article "Salvage Rider of 
the Apocalypse" (Lughnasadh 
1995) with interest. I agree with 
him that this piece of legislation 
is dead wrong and is a slap in the 
face to the democratic process. I 
did what 1 could in the way of 
calling the White House and writ- 
ing letters to let "our leaders" know 
that I felt this rider was a serious 
mistake. What I disagreed with 
James on was his saying "Anyone 
who continues to work for the 
agencies as a ‘public servant' un- 
der this regime has no integrity, 
and should be held accountable 
to the taxpayer." Now before any- 
one jumps to the conclusion that 
I'm defending all the actions of 
the FS let me say that I feel many 
of the "management" directions 
the FS has taken are wrong and 
many continue to be. The roading/ 
logging on the Nez Perce near 
Dixie, Idaho is one example of an 
activity I feel should not go on 
and I'm thankful that EF! and 
other groups are making their 
presence known. I myself spent a 
few days at the base camp in the 
summer of 1993. 

Believe it or not there are people 
in the FS who are trying to make 
a difference within the organiza- 
tion. James' statement is a broad 
generalization that we all could 
do without. The EF! slogan is "No 
Compromise in Defense of 




Before I take my dying breath, 
whenever that may be, 

I’d like to lose my fear of death 
and swim out to moonlight sea. 
Perhaps I’d grow some mutant gills 
and dorsal fins and scales 
and shed this stinking thinking mind- 
and vanish... 

with... 

the whales... 


Under the overarching galaxies 

cat snarls rip the night 

I run outside calling 

hoping my kitty 

has escaped the bobcat 

yet again 

— silence — 

and no flashlight 

to search the blackness 

if; 

A comet flares swiftly 
into the trees 
soft wind swaying 
their branches 
The stars continue... 
far away, untouchable 
luminous splendor 
beyond human 
intervention. 


In more innocent times 
I WORSHIPPED the sun! 
Now I’m a fugitive on the run, 


In golden days, 

Imagining Heliopolis, 
singing sweaty hosannas 

to Elagabel in the highest! 
Oh those immaculate days 
hours spent bronzing skin 
A proud son of Sophia 
molded out of light 
shining from within; 


In more innocent times 
I worshipped the sun. 

Now I’m a fugitive on the run 


(late night 7/22-23/95) 


Unbending all my being 
in heliotropic states 
of lacertilian languor 

perched atop Heaven’s gates. 

Endlessly perspiring streams 

welling up from countless pores 
sliding through Ban de Soleil dreams 
like hot wax poured from my core... 

I’m a fugitive from Helios now, 

racing his ultraviolent chariot through the sky 
firing off deadly gamma globulin rays 
at whoever wanders by — 

Who’d have ever thought it’d be a crime 
to sit in the sun and fry? 

Who’d have ever imagined there would come a 
time 

when for worshipping we’d die? 


Karen Coulter 


Nature’s Blood/ Spring Flood 


Swollen torrent, pulsing vein 
Conduit for tons of snow and rain 


Standing on the banks I feel the power 
I’m energized for a year in only an hour 

A streamside willow with submerged branch 
Vibrates wildly with its chance 

A fallen lodgepole with undercut roots 
Transfers the power up through my boots 

I feel mother nature, I feel her blood 
For this is spring and this is flood 

Grinding boulders, falling trees 

More streamside branches dip their leaves 

Swirling, whirling, pulling down 
I watch in wonder 
I am spellbound 


The glorious sovereign power 
that I used to so adore 
is a power hungry tyrant now, 
a despot- nothing more. 

The four horsemen of the Apocalypse 
ride the steeds that pull him West, 
While DuPont, CMA and the mighty World 
Bank 

are the allies he loves best. 


If I Could 


If I could do one thing with i 
I’d cleanse the world of cars 
And watch green set fire 
To the roads 
Turn off every ignition 
They’ve taken more lives than they’ve saved 
Seal every gas cap empty 
With no oil spill refill 
But I can't do one thing 
I must do many 


To think, I used to WORSHIP the sun, 
and now I’m a fugitive on the run. 


Wes Johnson 
Tenmile Creek 
Idaho 
1994 


How quickly nature turns on those 
she once held close and dear! 

I suppose we had it coming though, 
praising comfort without fear. 

I only go out at night now 

when the moon’s light shows the way; 

My future’s not so bright now 

that I’m a fugitive from the day. 


All rights reserved by authors, 
Send poems to: 

Warrior Poet Society 
ASUC Box 361 
Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 


— Jenny McBride 



Book Reviews 


How Bad Guys Get Their Way; 
How Good Guys 

Reviewed by Ben Manski 




Blood of the Land 


Music Review 


by Darryl Echt 

If you're active in Arizona, the name Burning Sky may ring familiar. Their flute accentuated Native 
American music has graced the stage with Peg Millett to raise awareness of the struggle to defend Mt. 
Graham from astronomical devastation. 

Blood of the Land is Burning Sky's second release. Collectively, the songs tie traditional North 
American tunes to contemporary themes. Individually, each song tells a tale. For those of us requiring 
words to translate song to story, the CD includes printed prose narrating the music. Even without this 
accompaniment, the wood flute, drums and guitar speak with a clarity worthy of attention. This 
musical journey culminates with a haunting and soulful rendition of Bruce Cockburn's Indian Wars. 

While this isn't your typical EF! twangy folk, it is soothing and welcome music for a gray winter 
day. 

Burning Sky can be reached at PO Box 3522, Flagstaff, AZ 86003. Blood of the Land is available 
through Canyon Records Productions, 4143 North 16th St, Suite 6, Phoenix, AZ 85016. 


Who has time to sit down with a book these 
days? As forests fall and the stern face of fascism 
comes into clearer fo- cus, words written one 
week generally be- 
come history the 
next. Events are 
moving that 
quickly. 

When it 
comes to 
reading new 
material, we 
activists 


have to 
make 
choices — 
what do 
we read 
today, 
what 
do we 


put in the 
"to read" pile, and 
what do we ignore entirely? 

Two recently published books are 
among those few that demand our attention: 
Toxic Sludge is Good for You, by John Stauber and 
Sheldon Rampton; and Not In My Back Yard: The 
Handbook, by Jane Anne Morris. These two works 
are essential reading for all grassroots activists. 

Toxic Sludge is Good for You is a work that 
answers extensively one of our most difficult 
questions: Why do we keep losing? Yes, we all 
know that the cards are stacked against us, and 
that the environmental movement has failures 
and faults running through it like cracks in 
parched earth. This book gives the full story of 
how our corporate opponents have allied with 
the public relations industry to stack the deck and 
take advantage of our weaknesses. This book is so 
scary that when booksellers place it on their 
shelves, they might well consider placing it in the 
horror section. In their conclusion, Stauber and 
Rampton write: 

"Public relations [PR] exists to manufacture the 
necessary illusions that bridge the gap between 
the dream and the reality of American society. In 
those illusions, however, the dream remains 
visible. If the PR industry were only based on 'lies 
and damn lies,' it might be easier to see through 
its deception. But PR's cunning half-truths and 
'spins' appeal to us and work on us because they 
come from us, from the constant plumbing of the 
public mind by surveys, opinion polls, focus 
groups, and information gathered as we apply for 
bank loans, purchase goods with credit cards, 
place birth announcements in the newspapers, 
vote, and make phone calls. Every day we as 
individuals are leaving behind the electronic 
equivalent of fingerprints and DNA samples that 
marketing and PR firms lift from the commercial 
landscape, and refine for use in their efforts to 
manipulate our minds." 

By the time we have read this passage, we have 
found out that PR hacks have recently been 
effective in suppressing the release of books, 
creating "astroturf" (grassroots) citizen groups out 


of thin air, 
co-opting and 
corrupting 
advocacy groups 
from Mothers 
Against Drunk 
Driving to the World 
Wildlife Fund, and 
using anti-establishment 
movements for their own 
ends. The book is a good 
read, and by the time you 
have finished it, you know the 
story of PR manipulation as if it 
were your own. This is the power 
of the book — it gives the reader the 
power to tear back the corporate veil 
and expose the creature that is capital- 
ism hiding behind it. Rather than wallow 
in analysis and despair, the authors give us 
the story we need to begin to "Take Back 
Our Own Backyards," a reference to the other 
work this dual review deals with: the NIMBY 
Handbook. 

Not In My Backyard: The Handbook (NIMBY), goes 
about providing the reader with information of 
an altogether complementary sort. Where Toxic 
Sludge tells us what the corporate world is doing 
to undermine the truth, NIMBY gives us a com- 
mon sense campaign-oriented approach through 
which we can take on the corporate entities that 
rule this planet. 

Without dwelling on any finer points of ideol- 
ogy and philosophy, author Jane Morris hones in 
on a method of organizing your own NIMBY 
campaign. Morris is a no-nonsense kind of 
thinker. Chapters in her book go by such titles as, 
"Hearings and Court Appearances," and, "Intimi- 
dation," and no apologies are made for dryness. 
This book tells us some of what to expect, and 
how to use this foreknowledge to our advantage. 
Identifying our opponents with the term "entity" 


and the 

nastiness they are 
pushing as the "project," 
Morris dishes out some good sense: 
"Entities are not monolithic. They are not 
perfectly working, well-oiled machines. They are 
organizations made up of human beings, with all 
that implies — just like the place you work, the 
diner where you eat breakfast, the office where 
you get your license renewed ... you can probably 
imagine the inner workings of these places. Now 
apply that same imagination to the Entity that is 
proposing the project." 

In times that are moving so fast, it is easy to 
make poor decisions. Reading the NIMBY Hand- 
book helps forestall such errors, and prepares us 
for the difficulties of confronting the complex 
power structure that is America. It's a good book. 

To purchase a copy of either book, contact your 
nearest radical bookseller, or call the publishers 
for a copy. NIMBY is put out by Silvercat Publica- 
tions at (619) 299-6774, Toxic Sludge is by Com- 
mon Courage Press at (207) 525-0900. 

Ben Manski is active with Midwest Headwaters 
Earth First! in Madison, Wisconsin and is currently a 
candidate for the Dane County Board of Supervisors. 


Can Get 
Ours 
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Ward Valley Resistance 

A powerful force of activists gathered at Ward Valley in California's east 
Mojave desert October 10-15 to protest a proposed nuclear waste dump. This 
diverse group of 500 included many environmental organizations and Native 
American tribes. The message was loud and clear, "We will not allow this sacred 
and pristine desert to be poisoned by nuclear waste!" 

Ward Valley is a sacred homeland to the Mojave and Colorado River Indian 
Tribes. It is surrounded by eight designated BLM wildernesses and is less than 
10 miles from the Mojave National Preserve. Additionally, this area is critical 
habitat for the threatened desert tortoise and is located 18 miles from the 
Colorado River. 

The nuclear industry along with California Governor Pete "Desert Raper" 
Wilson want this wildland to become a dump site for the nuclear wastes of a 
failed atomic age. WE MUST STOP THIS! A thousand acres of BLM land in Ward 
Valley are in danger of being transferred to the State of California so construc- 
tion of the dump may begin. The criminals in Congress are attempting to force 
this transfer under two bills: the Budget Reconciliation Bill and HR 2334. Both 
of these bills would exempt the Ward Valley Nuclear Dump from federal 
environmental laws and prohibit legal action. The Budget bill also seeks to 
allow oil drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska [see article on 
page 18] and further desecration of Mt. Graham in Arizona. Contact your 
representative and senators to urge them to stop these bills. Contact President 
Clinton and let him know that, if passed, these bills must be vetoed. Do it now! 

A permanent encampment has been established to defend Ward Valley. Your 
help is needed! Come to Ward Valley and join in its defense! Send money! 
Contact the politicians! No compromise in the Mojave Desert! 

For more info contact Mojave EF! at (619) 961-8489; e-mail: 
mojaveef@envirolink.org or contact the Ward Valley Coalition, c/o BAN 
Waste, 2760 Golden Gate, SF, CA 94118; (415) 752-8678. 


John Trudell's Spoken Word Tour 

Named "one of the most challenging political performers of our time," John 
Trudell will have an opportunity to present his powerful messages in two of the 
oldest oral traditions: poetry and rhythm. 

Trudell, a Santee Sioux Indian from Nebraska, is establishing a hard-earned 
reputation as a rock poet after years of being known as one of the country's 
most outspoken activists for Native American rights. His debut album, "aka 
Graffiti Man" (Rykodisc), was released in 1992 to critical acclaim by music 
reviewers in the US and abroad. 

From 1973 to 1979, Trudell served as national chairman of the American 
Indian Movement. Following the loss of his wife, children and mother-in-law 
in a suspicious arson fire, he turned to writing free verse. He has released five 
albums of poetry set to music and played prominent roles in two Michael 
Apted movies, the drama "Thunderheart" and the Robert Redford produced 
documentary "Incident at Oglala." 

Trudell's insights into contemporary and ageless social problems, though 
well known in his Native community for some time, are now gaining a broader 
audience. His poetic visions of respect for life and peace with Earth pose critical 
examination of the environment, human suffering and Native American 
freedoms. He uses communication to rise above the alienation and isolation 
inherent in a materialistic society. 

November Tour Dates: 


Sat 

11 

Brightwood, CA 

7 pm, Beginnings Community Center 

Sun 

12 

Areata, CA 

7 pm, Kate Buchanon Hall @ HSU 

Tue 

14 

Ashland, OR 

7 pm, Britt Ballroom @ SOSC 

Wed 

15 

Eugene, OR 

7 pm, 100 Willamette @ U of O 

Thur 

16 

Portland, OR 

7:30 pm, Clinton Street Theatre 

Fri 

17 

Olympia, WA 

7 pm, Long House @ Evergreen State College 

Mon 

20 

Everett, WA 

12 pm, Everett Community College 

Tue 

21 

Portland, OR 

7:30 pm, Clinton Street Theatre 



V 


WEB OF LIFE 
AUDIO PRODUCTIONS 
RR#2 BOX 370 VERONA, ME 04416 
TRACI & DENNIS (207-469-2552) 

GRASSROOTS RADIO FOR THE LIVING EARTH 
STUMP CREEK RADIO: GREENFIRE 
CIRCLE OF LIFE: WARRIORS OF THE RAINBOW 

OUR NEW 53 PAGE AUDIO-ECO INVENTORY 
CONTAINS NEARLY 1,000 SONGS AS WELL AS 
OTHER INFORMATION WHICH CAN BE USEFUL TO 
ACTIVISTS INTERESTED IN HEARING MORE EARTH 
FRIENDLY (ECOLOGICAL; EMPOWERMENT) BROADCASTING. 
TOTAL COST $2.50 REFLECTS 
$1.50 PRINTING, 150 PAPER, $1 POSTAGE 


The 

XokojteCCi 

SeecC 

by Jesse Wolf Hardin 
(Lone Wolf Circles) 

THE CULT NOVEL OF 
GAIAN A WAKENING 

"No matter how 
heavy the load, 
we must dance 
our dance, live our song!" 



If Ed Abbey had gone 
a litte further on his 
only acid trip ... 

If Tom Robbins ever 
touched Earth ... 
One of them might 
have authored 
"The Kokopelli Seed." 


Signed, spiral bound, 
limited-edition copies, 

$24 postpaid from the 
Deep Ecology Education Project 
Box 708, Reserve, NM 87830 



All tees are too% Cotton and have full color, pocket logo and designs. Pocket logo also available as a design. (S. M, L. XL) 



Satisfaction Guaranteed 

Please specify style '. size and quantity. 

$15.00 each + $3.50 s 6 h 

California Residence please add 8.25% sales tax 



m 


VISA and Mastercard Accepted or send check or money order payable to: 


HEADCOUNT • 15561 Producer Lane 
Suite K • Huntington Beach, CA 92649 
714 . 893.8965 • 800 . 567.2431 • fax 714 . 893.9090 
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Coming soon to a 
mailbox near you... 

The Wild Rockies Review 

The Wild Rockies Review is back and 
in full effect! 

The folks in Missoula are looking for 
artwork, stories, poetry, direct action 
stuff, letters and other rantings for the 
Winter Solstice edition. 

Year-long subscriptions to the no- 
compromise, direct action publication 
of the northern Rockies bioregion are 
available for just $10. 

Send checks and other correspon- 
dence to the Wild Rockies Review, PO 
Box 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 

Deadline for submissions is Decem- 
ber 1st, so get writing! 


Cove/Mallard 

Roadshow 

Songwriter/activist/recording artist 
Robert Hoyt and Ramon plan to do a 
three-month roadshow to promote the 
Cove/Mallard campaign from January 
through March, in the northeast part 
of the US. They'll start at the Univer- 
sity of Wisconsin at Oshkosh and fin- 
ish somewhere in the Boston area, ten 
weeks later. For the most part, it's 
going to be "if-this-is-Tuesday-this- 
must-be-Cleveland," except for the 
four megalopolises of the East Coast 
where we'll dawdle for a week each, at 
Baltimore/Washington, <Philly, New 
Yawk, and Baaston. 

The focus is strictly Cove/Mallard. 
With song, story, video and slides, we'll 
beat the drum for preserving this great, 
wild place. Robert gets to sing and play 
the geetar, and I get to be MC, stand-up 
comic, VCR button-pusher, T-shirt 
salesman and bookkeeper. 

So, if you live in the northeastern 
third of the US and want to get in- 
volved with these shenanigans, we 
could use help with the bookings, the 
logistics, the local media, etc. Just write 
or call our Booking Agent, Tony Mele, 
at 127 E. Main #319, Missoula, MT 
59802; (406) 549-3978. 

f homes) 

NOT 

JAILS 


Protest real estate profiteering 
and the lack or housing 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 1995 
Thanksgiving Day 

Join our protest in support of housing for 
everyone. Activists across North 
America will be taking over abandoned 
buildings, squatting parks and setting up 
tent cities this Thanksgiving. We need 
squatters, cooks, drivers, food, blankets 
and tools. 

for the time and location in your area call 
^ 415-386-9209 or 1 -BOO-884-1 136 J 


"Calling for 
Submissions..." 

Attention: Anarchists, punxs, 
crushes and other assorted dregs. Sub- 
missions are now being collected for a 
blank wall in the EF! Journal, yeah the 
paper you're readin' right now. The 
blank wall is the center, four-page 
spread in the Journal which does not 
get edited. The idea of this blank wall 
will be to present a more radical and 
encompassing viewpoint to Journal 
readers. There are people out there 
that feel as the Journal has a tendency 
to not print articles and ideas that 
may be seen as outside of "our issues." 
Rather than sitting around and com- 
plaining, some of us thought we'd put 
together a blank wall. Ideally it will 
deal with the issues of class, race, femi- 
nism, political prisoners and revolu- 
tion, among other things. The goal 
will be to show how all of these things 
relate to, and affect, the EF! Move- 
ment. It will probably be in a collage 
format, so small rants, comics and rad 
art are encouraged! Submissions can 
be sent c/o The New Brunswick Com- 
munity Coalition, 14 Easton Avenue, 
Box 182, New Brunswick, NJ 08901 


Nuclear Free Planet 

Because of French President Jaques 
Chirac, France is blowing up nuclear 
bombs on two tiny islands in the South 
Pacific. An Earth First! anti-nuclear 
action team named Nuclear Free Planet 
is organizing a boat to sail to the 
French nuclear test site to perform 
non-violent witness and direct action 
at ground zero. You can help by sup- 
plying any of the equipment below or 
by organizing your own boat. 

Stop Nuclear Testing Now! 

We need a sailboat and equipment, 
skipper, inflatable boats, outboard mo- 
tors, water-proof gear, cash donations, 
food and electronic gear (GPS, radios, 
video camera, 35mm camera, etc.) 

Contact Shaun Stenshol, Nuclear 
Free Planet, PO Box 492, Lancaster, 
CA 93584; (805) 948-6291. 


Shawnee EF! 
T-Shirts 


PRINTED IN GREEN 
ON NATURAL COTTON 



SHAWNEE EARTH FIRST! 


SIZES: M, L, HL 
SEND $13 to 
SHAWNEE EF! 

913 S. ILLINOIS RUE. 
CRRBONDRLE, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 


Car Plaques and T-Shirts! 

SPECIAL: Plaque and T-shirt combinations. 

Put a fish on your car and a fish on your person. Price includes S&H. 

$22.95 per set. 



^ .mlUUWHi x 





Enterprises 

?.0. Box 3793-EF 
Santa Cruz, CA 95065-3793 



Visit us on the World Wide Web! 

http://www.backporch.com 

E-mail: rof@backporch.com 
Catalog $1 or FREE with order. 

Santa Cruz County residents add 6.25% sales tax. California residents (outside SC County) add 7.25% sales tax. 

MSB 


5" chrome-finish, adhesive- 
back ed, molded plastic. 

$7 each. Price includes S&H. 


Dead Fish T-shirt: $13 


Natural unbleached cotton 
T-shirts with our 5hark and 
Dead Fish logos silk-screened 
in chocolate brown ink. $10 
each. Price includes S&H. 


408.425.7675 FAX: 408.458.2420 


AUDIO & VIDEO TAPES FOR THE HASSES 

VOICES OF THE LEFT UNEDITED AND UNCENSORED 

(((((RADIO FREE MAINE))))) 

Banned on National Public Radio 
Praised by Noam Chomsky. Carolyn Chute. Howard Zinn. 
Nancy Allen. Cornel West. Arthur Whitman. Amiri Baraka. 
Frances Fox Piven. Charles Young. Hanning Marable. Inanna. 
American Friends Service Committee. Playboy magazine 
and the Democratic Socialists of America. 
Broadcast on Radio Pacifica. San Francisco Liberation 
Radio, community based and college radio stations. 
Radio Havana and pirate radio throughout 
the United States. Canada and Europe. 

For a listing of recent audio. VHS video and 
HI8 TAPES available through mail order sales. 

Please send sase to RADIO FREE MAINE c/o Roger Leisner 
PO Box 2705 - Augusta. HE 0*1338 - (207) 622-6629 tel/fax 



T-SHIPT POINTING FOP ECO-ACTIVISTS 


SURVIVAL LINES provides useful tools — T-SHIRTS — for people 

working to protect the Earth. All our shirts are available at bulk prices for environ- 
mental groups. If your group contemplates developing its own t-shirts to support 
your advocacy of the Earth, get in touch with us. We will guide you thru the process- 
- moving from idea thru graphic design to a final run of quality shirts. We currently 
print several of the shirts available in the EF! Journal. This print shop was born in 
the Oregon environmental movement, but we also do shirts for musicians and others. 

New Shirts for SALE: 

KEEP THE OZONE One of a series of snowboarding frog designs 
produced to dramatize the increasing dangers to amphibians from the 
thinning ozone layer. The Front is a print of a highway sign that says ‘No 
Fossil Fuel’ and stands amidst skulls. The back is a six color print. Long 
sleeve, white, 100% cotton, M-L-XL, $12 on factory seconds. 

NO FOSSIL FUEL Graphic of gushing black oil well, 
splashing drums and skulls with yellowed eyes/fading aqua earth 
in one eye socket (below). Printed on white background on 
assorted dark shirts — purple, black, burgundy, forest green, 
plum, or indigo (please list three color choices). Short sleeve, 

100% cotton, L-XL, $14 NO NEW 

FERRY 
STREET 
BRIDGE 

Black and green 
graphic of an 
approach to an 
asphalt & steel 
bridge with giant 
red ‘NO.’ This 
hip shirt/with 
street' graphic was 

part of a success- ful citizen's campaign to stop a massive 
highway renovation in Eugene. We throw it out to the 
Universe for all activists. Back of shirt has NO FOSSIL 
FUEL image (shown at left). Printed on factory seconds. 
Shortsleeve, white, 100% cotton M-L-XL-XXL, $10 

OF INTEREST: 

CITIZEN FISH We printed a new t-shirt design for 
Citizen Fish’s 1 994 Arizona, California, and Nevada tour 
(not shown). The image of yellow, orange, and white is 
available. Short sleeve, black, 100% cotton, $10 
Send SASE for 4 FREE stickers and an informative brochure. All 
prices include shipping. Multiple shirts to the same address subtract 
$2. Send check or M.O. with written instructions to: Box 10324, 
Eugene, OR 97440-2324. Retail stores may also inquire. Write, 
call or fax. _ . 

503 - 689-8976 
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Prove Your Love — Buy A Gin! 

All proceeds from these goodies go directly to supporting the Earth First! Journal. By purchasing music and books you are also 
supporting activists as most of the musicians and authors are active in the fight to save the wild. 



T-Shirts 


“The revolution is just a t-shirt away ”— bhu bmgg 



•AMERICAN WILDERNESS: 

LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE 
•ANOTHER MORMON ON DRUGS 
•COPULATE DON’T POPULATE 
•DARWIN (words inside fish w/ legs) 
•DEVELOPERS GO BUILD IN HELL 
•DON’T LIKE ENVIRONMENTALISTS? 

PUT THEM OUT OF WORK 
•DREAM BACK THE BISON, 

SING BACK THE SWAN 
•EARTH FIRST! 

•FIGHT THE POWER! 

•HAYDUKE LIVES! 

•I’D RATHER BE MONKEYWRENCHING 
•IF YOUR PECKER WAS AS SMALL AS MINE, 
YOU’D NEED A MUSCLE WAGON, TOO 

(on cheap paper @ .50 ea) 

•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, 

DON'T BECOME A FATHER 
•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DON’T BECOME ONE 
•NATIVE (w/ blue and green earth graphic) 

•NATURE BATS LAST 

•NOT POLITICALLY CORRECT 

•PAY YOUR RENT, WORK FOR THE EARTH 

•QUESTION TECHNOLOGY 

•REAL MEN-DON T SHOOT WOLVES 

•REAL MEN-GET VASECTOMIES 

•RESCUE THE RAINFOREST 

•RESIST MUCH. OBEY LITTLE 

•SAVE THE DAMMED SALMON 

•SAVE THE WILD 

•STOP CLEARCUTTING 

•STOP CLEARCUTTING 


(on cheap paper @ .50 ea) 

•STOP PUBLIC LANDS RANCHING 
•STOP THE FOREST SERVICE, 

SAVE OUR WILD COUNTRY 
•SUBVERT THE DOMINANT PARADIGM 
•THANK YOU FOR NOT BREEDING. 
•THINK GLOBALLY, ACT LOCALLY 
•VISUALIZE INDUSTRIAL COLLAPSE 
•WOLVES, NOT COWS 


All t-shirt designs are available in me- 
dium, large and extra large; for XX large 
add an additional $3 

No Fucking Compromise 

White on Black — $12 

Free the Earth 

Multi-color on Tourquoise — $12 

A Higher Law: 

Unbroken Wilderness Forever 

Multi-color on Unbleached — $12 

Visualize Direct Action 

Black and White on Unbleached — $10 

Earth First Tools 

Black on Unbleached — $10 


Earth First! Fist 

Green Fist on Unbleached — $10 
Black on Kelly Green or Red — $12 
Multi-color on Black or Forest Green — $13.50 



Buying and wearing an EF! T-shirt can help you zero in on your mate 
for life-like this lovely young couple. They were bonded in 
wholey matrimony (allegedly for practical reasons). 
We know true love when we smell it, though. 


Books 

Earth First! Songbook 

Carolling lyrics the whole family will love!!! 

77 songs/33 artists/guitar chords/info — $10 

ECODEFENSE: A Field Guide to 
Monkeywrenching 

By Dave Foreman and&ift Nffywooa 
Exte ns ivejAMf<p&3mr expanded third edition, 

Nef£ Wdd Books, 350 pages— $18 

The Monkey Wrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey 

Join Bonnie, Doc, Seldom and the infamous Hayduke on 
an epic monkeywrenching adventure. A must-read for 
any holiday gathering. Fiction, 387 pages — $6 

A Sand County Almanac 

By Aldo Leopold 

The deep ecology classic! Leopold takes readers with 
him on the road and through the seasons on a fantastic 
tour of our priceless environment — the mountains, the 
prairies and the coastlines. 295 pages — $9 

If An Agent Knocks 

Straight-forward information about how to handle a 
visit from those pesky FBI agents. 

In Spanish and English, 15 pages — $1 


Timber Wars and Other Writings 

By Judi Bari 

In a fierce and uncompromising collection of 
essays, Judi describes life in defense of the forest, 
opposing logging of old-growth redwoods in 
northern California. 89 pages — $12 

Waste of the West: 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs 

This monster of a book tells you everything you ever 
wanted to know about cows in the West. Contact list, 
statistics, 500-item bibliography, index, over 1000 
illustrations (photos, cartoons, graphics, charts, 
maps), large coffee table edition, 602 pages — $28 

Wilderness on the Rocks 

By Howie Wolke 

Wolke argues with logic and passion that our 
undeveloped public lands are wilderness on the 
rocks — scenic areas that lack ecological integrity 
and do not provide the necessary habitat for 
species survival. Tables, black and white photos, 
bibliography. Ned Ludd Books, 240 pages — $15 



Stocking Stutters 


Caps (cotton, adjustable) $10 

Tan • Brown Forest Camo • Green Forest Camo • Desert Camo 

Earth First! Fist Patch $2.50 

Rubber Stamps (1 1/2” X 2 ” wood block) Earth First! Fist • Earth First! Tools $5 

Silent Agitators (1 1/8” round) 30/$1.50 
Earth First! Fist • Earth First! Tools • No Deal, Assholes 

Window Stickers (3” round) Earth First! Fist 4/$l • No Cows 6/$l 

Free Tabloids!!! 

EF! Primer • EF! Trinkets and Snake Oil • Headwaters Forest • Kids for Konservation 
Wake Up! • War On The Bear • Voluntary Human Extinction • Bitchin’ Times 


Calendar 

only $8 

(See ad on next page.] 

BACK ISSUES 

Don't be the last one under 
the tree to grab your very own 
collection of Earth First! 
Journals. They are only $2 for 
'90s editions and $3 for the 
rare '80s editions. Perfect for 
that collector in every family. 
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SOOTHE THE SAVACE BEAST 


Austin Lounge Lizards 

Witty, intelligent, country-western parody, Lizard 
songs poke fun at everything worth poking fun at. 

“Creatures From the Black Saloon” 

“Highway Cafe of the Damned” 

“Paint Me on Velvet” 

“Lizard Vision” *L1VE* 

Tapes — $10 • CD — $15 

Darryl Cherney 

Earth First! organizer, songwriter and performer, 
Darryl is an Earth First! living legend. 
“Timber”— $12 

“I Had to be Born This Century” — $ 1 2 

Lone Wolf Circles 

A magical journey into the wilderness with 
poetry and music. 

“Oikos” Tape— $12 • CD— $15 

Alice DiMicele 

One of Oregon’s most talented musicians. Alice 
celebrates love and life with her powerful voice. 
“Naked” Tape— $ 1 2 • CD— $ 1 5 
“Make a Change” — $12 
“It’s a Miracle” Tape— $12 • CD— $15 
“Too Controversial” Tape — $12 • CD — $ 1 5 
“Searching” Tape— $12 • CD— $15 

EXIT-13 

A green, psychedelic GRIND band from 
Pennsylvania that advocates monkeywrenching,, 
vegetarianism and hemp legalization. They have a 
cut on “ETHOS MUSIC” entitled “Earth First!” 
and a page in the liner notes dedicated to EF! 
“Don’t Spare the Green Love” 

•NEW* “Ethos Music” CDs — only $10 

Robert Hoyt 

With his southern folk sound, biting lyrics and 
virtuoso guitar mastery, Robert is a favorite at 
rendezvous campfires and coffee shops. 

“Dumpster Diving Across America” 

Tape— $12* CD— $15 
“As American As You” — $12 


Greg Keeler 

Marvelous country-folk satire. Greg Keeler’s wit 
must be heard to be fully appreciated and 
laughed at. 

“Songs of Fishing, Sheep 
and Guns in Montana” — $10 
“Talking Sweet Bye & Bye” — $10 
“Bad Science Fiction” — $10 
“Post-Modern Blues” — $10 
“Enquiring Minds” — $10 

Katie Lee 

Katie Lee’s strong voice speaks to Colorado’s 
canyons, plateaus and people. 

“Colorado River Songs” — $8 

Dana Lyons 

Dana’s soulful voice and strong guitar convey a 
powerful, and often humorous, message. 

“Turn of the Wrench” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 
“Animal”— $12 

“At Night They Howl at the Moon” 

Environmental songs for kids with John Seed 
Tape— $12 -CD— $15 

Peg Mili.ett 

A longtime Earth First! activist and convicted 
felonious monkeywrencher. Peg has one of the 
most beautiful voices you’ll ever hear. 

“Clear Horizon” Tape — $12 • CD — $17 
The CD contains all songs from the tape plus 
eleven songs from Gentle Warrior. 

“Gentle Warrior” — $12 




The ever-glamorous Peg Millet 


Casey Neill 

With inspiring. Earth-based lyrics and lamming 
guitar, Casey’s a favorite Northwest musician 
and a uncompromising Earth First! activist. 
“Pawprints” — $ 1 2 

•NEW* “riffraff” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 


Bill Oliver 

Texan Bill Oliver 
sings rollicking 
Earth First! classics 
that have become 
favorite sing-alongs 
at campfires and 
rallies. 

“Better Things 
To Do”— $10 
“Texas Oasis” — 
$10 

Joanne Rand 



Joanne’s strong and versatile voice climbs and 
dances through her inspirational songs and music. 
“Live”— $12 
“Home” — $12 

“Choosing Sides” Tape — $12* CD — $15 

•NEW* “The Monkey-Puzzle” CD — $15 


Walkin' Jim Stoltz 

Walkin’ Jim’s deep, powerful voice and wilderness- 

inspired lyrics will launch a howl in your heart. 

“The Vision”— $10 

“A Kid for the Wild”— $10 

“Listen to the Earth” — $10 

“Forever Wild”— $10 

“Spirit Is Still On The Run” — $10 


iTCHKUNG! 

“jTCHKUNG! is the sound made by the machine 
in motion, stamping out mass produced media- 
ocrities.” They combine snare drums, violins, 
power saws and rebellious vocals to create a driving 
ethno/industrial/slam beat. This band threatens to 
change the entire Earth First! music scene. 

• NEW • CD— $ 9 


I . . 1 


BEAT THE CROWDS, DO 
YOUR SHOPPING TODAY! 


Quantity Description Color Size Price 


Quantity Description Color Size Price 





































NAME 

STREET TOTAL 



CITY STATE ZIP COUNTRY ■§ 

JC 

Allow 4-5 weeks for delivery. Call us at (541) 741-9191 if you haven’t received your order. Please use this form for ordering. Thanks! I 
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Wrench in the New 
Year with the new 

Earth First! 
Calendar 

New Art! New Photos! 
New Anniversaries! 


Earth 



First! 


and only. 

$8 


(ti order a calendar use the term on page 37! 


1996 Calendar 


Tfume 

J-Came . 

Now you can call anywhere 
on the planet, save money 
and benefit the EF! Journal 
all at the same time! 


With the new Affinity Long 
Distance program, your rates will 
be custom set 10%* below your 
current long-distance carrier's 
charges, including any discount 
plan! The EF! Journal then earns 
5% of your phone bill total. 

SIGN UP TODAY! CALL OR 
WRITE FOR AN APPLICATION: 

EarthFirst! Jour nal 
POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 
( 541 ) 741-9191 


’Most small businesses will save 20%! 


^Tradition Bond <*9 

AMERICAN-MADE 
TREE-FREE PAPER 

10% Hemp/IO% Esparto Grass/6o% Agricultural 
By-Product/2o% Post-Consumer 

By using this paper you become a participant in the solution tocutting 
the forests for pulp & paper. And. you are helping solve the problem 
of 1.5 billion tons of agricultural waste that's taxing our landfills. 

Save the Forests! Demand Tree-Free Paper! 

A QUALITY AND EARTH-FRIENDLY PRODUCT 

Milled in Ihe Uniled States for use in photocopiers ft laserprinters. 

Call us for your paper needs Wholesale orders welcome. 

1-800-309-2974 

"A New Product for a New Era" 

Tradition Norn !’” Non u-ood Paper Products 
I <130 Willamette St »3f>7, Eugene. OR 97301 
w Phone: 503/332-2973 Pax: 503/087-7733 



FRIEHDS OF THE 

WOLF* 


r PLEASE... 

WE ME PLANNING TO STOP 1 
THE YUKON WOLF KILL THIS WINTER 
BUT WE NEED FUEL FOR OUR PLANE. 

SEND DONATIONS OF MONEY 
WINTER CAMPIN6 GEAR AND FUEL 
(IN APPROVED CONTAINERS! TO: 
F.O.W., P.O. BOX 2983, 

L VANCOUVER, B.C. 

Mfe. V6B 3X4 CANADA ^ 



TAKE HEART! 


We promise "Plain talk for 
Interesting Times." 
Politics, ecology, 
social justice, animals, 
city/country issues. 
From the heart. 
Opinion © Fiction © Poetry 
$3.50, sample; $28, 1 yr. sub. 


COUNTRY CONNECTIONS 


P.O. Box 67 AS 
Dept EF 

Pine Mountain, CA 93222-6748 

806.242.1047 

fax80i.242.i704 

e-maiJ coountryinJc^§>aoJ.com 


If you liked The Terrible Truth 

About Cows, you II love. . . 

SNEAKER WAVE 

performed on ike scenic 

Cenlnil Oregon Coail 

Nov. 10-12 w ilk C onnie Coken 
Nov. 17-18 wilk Casey Neill 
Call ( 541 ) 265-3594 


A JOURNAL SUBSCRIPTION MAKES A NICE GIFT 


How did you hear of the EF! Journal? 


CD $500 Lifetime Subscription 

O $25 Regular Rate (Third Class Bulk) 

CD $15-20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library 
CD $35 (US$) Surface Mail, International 

O $ DONATION 


Clip and send to: 

EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL 

Subscriptions, P. O. Box 1415 
Eugene, Oregon 97440 USA 

(541) 741-9191 

CD $35 First Class (US, and all of Canada and Mexico) 
o $35 Brown Bag (First Class in a plain wrapper) 

CD $45 (US$) Air Mail, International (no foreign check please) 

CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 


Subscriber Name 

Address 

City State Zip Country 

The Earth First! Journal subscription list is entirely confidential. If you use an alias, make sure that the post office knows that you, or someone, is getting 
mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. Additionally, notify us when you change your address and if you don’t want to miss an issue. 


Country. 
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Earth First! Directory 


ALASKA 

Alaska EF! Wally World 

POB 670647, Chugiak, AK 99567 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

ARIZONA 

Phoenix EF! 

POB 8795, Phoenix, AZ 85066 
Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
CALIFORNIA 
Northcoast EF! 

POB 4796, Areata, CA 95518 
(707) 825-7088 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Chemey 

POB 34, Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
(707) 825-7088 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Nevada County EF! 

374 Mill St., Grass Valley, CA 95945 
(916) 274-2956 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

Bay Area EF! Hotline (510) 848-8724 

Wiley Coyote 

POB 74283, Davis, CA 95617 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 72291, Davis, CA 95616 
(916) 753-1678 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
N. Orange County EF! 

POB 693, Yorba Linda, CA 92686-0693 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4960-593, Irvine, CA 92716 
(714) 451-3578 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 906-6833 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 
Mojave EF! 

POB 842, Barstow, CA 92312-0842 
(619) 961-8489 
mojaveef@envirolink.org 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 33663, San Diego, CA 92163 

COLORADO 

Walkabout 

POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 
(303) 943-2354 

San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 

Michael Lewinski 

2040 16th St., Boulder, CO 80302 

(303) 443-7436 

Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 
aq328@freenet.hsc.colorado.edu 
Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen . 

The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Kirsten Atkins 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Roaring Fork EF! 

Ill Polo, Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 

ELQB1DA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Alachua EF! 

3108 SE 16th Ten, Gainesville, FL 32641 
(904) 375-1454 

G EORG IA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
205 Memorial Hall, Athens, GA 30609 
(706) 542-8102 

HAWAI I 

Christopher Hope-Cowing 
POB 1031, Makawao, HI 96768 
(808) 572-2546 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation 
1501 1/2 N. 13th St., Boise, ID 83702 
(208) 345-8077 
Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 882-9755, fax (208) 883-0727 
ILLINOIS 
Chicago EF! 

POB 6424, Evanston, IL 60204 
Red Buffalo EF! 

POB 185, Normal, IL 61761 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 

INDIANA 

South Central Indiana EF! 

2062 Ridgewood Lane, 

Madison, IN 47250 


MAINE 

Maine EF! 

POB 183, Harmony, ME 04942 
Solon EF! 

RFD 1, Box 4025, Solon, ME 04979 
Bob and Amy 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
MARYLAND 
Anacostia-Rock Creek EF! 

POB 5625, Takoma Park, MD 20913 
(301) 270-085 7 
MASS A CH USETTS 
Mass EF! 

POB 708, Littleton, MA 01460-2708 
Martha’s Vineyard EF! 

RR 1, Box 381A 

Martha's Vinyard, MA 02568 

Mid-Connecticut River Valley EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 

M INNE SO T A 

Big Woods EF! 

c/o Arise! Bookstore 

2441 Lyndale South, Mnpls, MN 55405 

MISSOURI 

Big River EF! 

50 Clarkson Ctr., Suite 493 
Chesterfield, MO 63017 
Ray O McCall 
Rt. 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 

(314) 443-6832 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 3093, St. Louis, MO 63130 

(314) 862-5343 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies Biodiversity Project 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 585-9211 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 

NEW IERSEY 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 

POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 

(201) 748-4322 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 40445, Albuquerque, NM 87196 
NEW YORK 

Greater Adirondack Bioregion 
1523 Phoenix Avenue 
Schenectady, NY 12308 
Wetlands Preserve 
James Hansen 

161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244, fax (212) 925-8715 
Foghorn > ' 

Quadrilateral Commisson 
POB 703, . Huntington, NY 11743 
(516) 424-6499 
NORTH CAROLINA 
Katuah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

POB 14113, Cleveland, OH 44114 
(216) 397-9295 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin Earth First! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
Hock-Hocking Watershed EF! 
Whaley Mander 

8 N. Court St. # 307, Athens, OH 45701 
(614) 594-6400 
OKLAHOMA 
Ecocentric Vegans EF! 

POB 891646, OKC, OK 73189-1646 

OREGO N 

Blue Heron EP. 

Reed Coll. SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Central Ecotopia EF! 

427 SW Madison #113, Corvallis, OR 97333 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 343-7305, swef@efn.org 
Kangaroo EP 

POB 332, Williams ,OR 97544 
Kalmiopsis EP 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386 

Blue Mts. Biodiversity Project 
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Preserve Appalacian Wilderness/ 
Mid-Atlantic Biodiversity Project 
917 Church St., Indiana, PA 15701 
(412) 349-5936 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave., Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 237-A Flk Ln., Montrose, PA 18801 

TENNESSEE 
Katuah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 

POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 

(615) 624-3939 

TEXAS 

F.F! Austin 

POB 7292, U Stn., Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 320-0413 
Corpus Christi EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W 700 S, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Two Rivers EF! 

POB 85, Sharon, VT 05065 
Biodiversity Liberation Front 
The ALARM 

J.R., POB 804, Burlington, VT 05402 

VIRGINIA 
Virginia EP 

Rt. 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(703) 885-6983 

Massive Retaliation 

2129 General Booth Blvd. #253 

Virginia Beach, VA 23454-5872 

(804) 468-3180 

Sherman 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 

WASHINGTON 

Jeanette Russell 

Bellingham, WA (360) 647-1680 

Olympic EF! 

112 Umatilla, Port Townsend, WA 98368 
Seattle EF! WA EF! Bulletin 
POB 60164, Seattle, WA 98160 
CheetwootEP ENTMOOT! 

POB 10147, Olympia, WA 98502 
The Collective 

Brooke, 113 Bell, Seattle, WA 98121 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 

Rt. 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

Wishetee 

POB 226, Glenville, WV 26351 

W ISC ONS IN 

Midwest Headwaters Journal 
& Midwest Headwaters Action 
c/o Madison Peace Co-op 
731 State, Madison, WI 53711 
(608) 255-8765 or (608) 241-9426 
Hank Bruse 

235 Travis, Wisconsin Rapids, Wl 54495 
(715) 423-5636 
North Forests EF! 

POB 725, Oshkosh, W! 54902 
(414) 426-2357 


Do you have the 
gift giving blues? 
Well, look no 
further. 


We*ve got: 

T-shirts Hats 


Books 


Music 


Stocking Stuffers: 

Bumperstickers, 
Patchers, Rubber 
Stamps 

or... 

Give the gift that 
keeps on informing: 
a subscription to the 
Earth First! Journal 


International EF! Directory 


Australia 

Rainforest Information Centre 
John Seed 

POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21-85-05 
EP Australia 

Canopy, POB 1738QGPO, 
Melbourne 3001, Victoria 
(03) 354-7972, fax (03) 416-2081 

CANADA 

EP Vancouver 

1472 Commercial, Box 176 

Vancouver, BC V5L 3X9 

(604) 473-0174 

ER Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 

EF! Manitoba 

15-222 Osborne St. South 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 123 

(204) 453-9052 

EF! Toronto 

PO Box 70, 1576 Queen St. West 

Toronto, Ontario M6R 1A6 

(416) 534-5323 

EF! Ottawa 

Box 4612 Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 

EP Montreal 

Diffusion Noire 

c/o Librairie Alternative 

2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 

Montreal, PQ H2X 2T3 

DENMARK 

EP Denmark 

c/o Troels Poe, 5,th 

43 Absalonsgade, 1658 Copenhagen V 

(45) 31228241 

EIRE 

An Talamh Gias, c/o Anne, Abbey St. 
AlUnrobe, County Mayo 

ENGLAND 

(Over 60 local groups exist in 
England; for a list, write to the EF! 
Action Update, POB 7, Cardiff CF2 
4XX; phone 01222-383363; 
fax 01222-640666; 
ActionUpdate@gn.apc.org.uk 
London Greenpeace 
5 Caledonia Rd., Kings Cross 
London N1 9DX 
0171 837 7557 
South Downs EF! 

Prior House, 6 Tilbury Place 
Brighton/East Sussex BN2 2GY 


TRANCE 

Resistance verte 
Editions ARS, BP 890 
44022 Nantes Cedex 01 

G ERM A N Y 

EP Germany 

Avalon, Friedrich-Ebert-Str. 24 
45127 Essen 

INDIA 

An and Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 SAVE 
Bander Bagicha 
Near Maurya LokPATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 
PHIUPITNES 
Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Poor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 
Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
POLAND 

Workshop For All Beings 
ul. Modrzewsklego 29/3, 

43-300 Bfelsko, Biala 
fax: 0048-30-29496 

RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80. txetyput@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 

SCOTLAND 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
+44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 
fax: +44 (0)41 424 3688 
scotree@gn.apc.org 

SLOVAKIA 

Earth First! 

A. Hlinku 11, 96001 Zvolen 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. DemAndes 

Taller de E, A. ACURUXA 

J. B. Xelmirer J, Campus Unlversitario 

1570S Santiago 

phone: 584321, fax: 584533 

SWEDEN 

Morgan Latsson 

Lagmansgatan 9C 

462 37 VSnersborg 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
c/o Nadia Shevchenko 
Glushkova 17-22, Kiev, 252187 
(044) 266-93-10, nadia@glas.apc.org 


Earth First! 


Campaigns and 


Projects 

The Boycott Quarterly 
POB 30727, Seattle, WA 98103 
Cascadia Fire Ecology 
Education Project 
POB 3563, Eugene, OR 97403 
Coast Watch 

POB 1811, Rockland, ME 04841 
Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers 
Video Project 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94S16 
(510) 376-732 9, fine (510) 631-7958 


Kids for Konservation 
Eagle Watch (temporary address) 
c/o EF!J, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 
Ranching Task Force 
POB 5784. Tucson, AZ 85703 
(602) 578-3173 

Sea Defense Alliance (SeDnA) 
POB 67121, Scotts Valley, CA 95067 
Video Warriors/Wise Use Watch 
POB 2182 , Berkeley, CA 94702 
Warrior Poets Society 
ASUC Box 361 
Berkeley, CA 94720-11 11 
Earth Liberation Prisoners 
c/o Box 23, 5 High St. Glastonbury, 
Somerset, England 


Support Jailed Activists 

Rod Coronado 
03895000 FCI 
R. R.l #$2, Box 9000 
Safford, A Z 85546 

National Activist Network 
POB 19515 

Sacramento, CA 95819 
(916) 452-7179 

Milton Bom with a Tooth 
c/o MEDF, Box 53 
10024-82 Avenue, 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6E1Z3 CANADA 


Fund for Wild Nature 

A non-profit, tax-exempt foundation 
which funds research, education and 
literature projects. Funding proposals 
and donations can be sent to: 

Fund for Wild Nature 
PO Box 1657 
Corvallis, OR 97339 
(541)757-1780 

Whether you’re a faithful 

SUBSCRIBER OR A CONTACT GROUP, 
PLEA5E (PLEASE!) SEND US YOUR 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS POST HASTE ! 
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Daily Planet Publishing 

Earth First! Journal 
POB 1415 
Eugene, OR 97440 
USA 

Address Correction Requested 


Non Profit Org. 
US Postage 

PAID 

Eugene, Oregon 
PERMIT #621 


A red check mark means 
your subscription has 
expired. Time to renew. 





Environment & Society Portal 


Suggested citation: Dawn, Kimberly, ed., Earth First! Journal 16, no. 2 (22 December 

1995). Republished by the Environment & Society Portal, Multimedia 
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Salvage! Salvage! Salvage! 

Salvage Rider Rips Its Way Through the Forests 


ANCIENT FOREST RESCUE 
TAKES A STAND IN COLORADO 


by Magpie 

What do you get when you mix bongos, bike locks and politics? Well, in 
Colorado, you get a raucous party at the Republican Headquarters in Denver. 
Colorado's own Ancient Forest Rescue (AFR) threw just such a gala event for the 
Grand Old Party on October 26. Nearly 200 people from all walks of life gathered 
at the GOP barracks to demand that Colorado's Republican delegation introduce 
legislation to repeal the salvage logging/grazing laws. 

Call us idealists, but this was the shot across the bow to inform Congress and 
the Freddies that Colorado's forests are not going to be sacrificed on the altar 
of the salvage program without a fight— and a brawl at that. It was the least we 
could do considering that our own Senator Ben Nighthorse Campbell was the 
deciding vote on the salvage rider. 

Citizens young and old from throughout Colorado participated in the event, 
some in elephant masks, dressed to the nines and brandishing chainsaws in 
mockery of the Republican timber puppets. Passersby were politely educated 
about the reason for the rally, many standing awestruck at the sight of the sixty- 
foot chainsaw (on loan to AFR from the Rainforest Action Network) that had 
been inflated outside the Republican offices. Others joined us, and soon we all 
were dancing in the streets of Denver to the welcome beat of AFR bongos. The 
GOP toadies inside the building will not soon forget the little bash we held in 
honor of tjieir dream team's PAC-driven giveaway of old growth. 

Five people, including your humble author, were arrested at the rally after 
discovering that a tree behind the building provided easy access to the roof. We 
scrambled to the top, touched our Captain Crunch Super Hero rings together, 
and after a blinding flash of light found ourselves bound together by Kryptonite 
bike locks! Being large shareholders in billboard futures, we of course displayed 
a couple of banners indicating that lawless grazing and logging are not in the 
best interest of the republic. 

Many regular readers of the Journal are painfully aware of the details of the 
salvage program under the new law, and many are already seeing the implica- 
tions firsthand, as the last vestiges of our ancient forest heritage are devoured 



Salvage Rider lockdown and Police Conference at Republican headquartes in Denver 


under armed guard. Many of us in Colorado were shocked nonetheless as the 
list of salvage sales on Colorado's forests grew ever longer. Presently, nearly 
seven million board feet of timber is slated for destruction in the name of 
salvage in Colorado. Several of these sales had previously been stopped by AFR 
activists, some as recently as the spring of '95. It seems that the Forest dis-Service 
was none too pleased that a bunch of riffraff citizens could write airtight appeals 
and organize civil disobedience campaigns at the same time! 

Perhaps the Freddies' sleaze-ball antics shouldn't have surprised us, but the 
vigor with which the districts are embracing the salvage program is truly 
disheartening. Hence, Ancient Forest Rescue has vowed to organize a massive 
campaign to shut down the salvage program in Colorado. Through a full-scale 
public education program, we have committed to building public support for 
direct action beginning in the spring of '96. Since all avenues for legal recourse 
have been closed by the Gingrich Gestapo, the most biologically significant 
salvage sales will be protected, on-site, by the citizens of Colorado. So, clear your 
calendar for 1996, cause we're gonna be campin' out! For more information, 
please call Ancient Forest Rescue at (303) 543-1470. 

See pages 8-11 for more on the Salvage Logging Rider 


Exxon Office 
Takeover 


by Midwest Headwaters Earth First! 

"I'll make a deal with you: I'll answer your ques- 
tions for 15 minutes, and then you'll leave," said 
Jerry Goodrich, President of Crandon Mining Com- 
pany, to some dozen of us as we crowded around 
him. "I don't think we intend to leave anytime 
soon, " was our reply. Jerry did not look too happy to 
hear that, and soon it became clear that Earth First! 
was going to ruin his day. 

For two hours on the morning of Monday, Octo- 
ber 30, Earth Firstlers and SEACers (Student Envi- 
ronmental Action Coalition) from around the Mid- 
west held a sit-in in the Rhinelander offices of the 
Crandon Mining Company, which is owned and 
operated by the Exxon and Rio Algom corporations. 

Exxon/Rio Algom is attempting to obtain permits 
for the construction of a massive copper/zinc sul- 
fide mine near Crandon, Wisconsin, in the headwa- 
ters of the wild Wolf River. The proposed mine 
would produce up to 55 million tons of toxic sulfu- 
ric acid waste, which would then be held in a low- 



Wisconsin Earth Firsterlers bring it home to EXXON; 

in this case, in downtown Rhinelander. 


quality tailings retainer built 90 feet high and cov- 
ering 200 acres. The mine would be the largest toxic 
waste site in Wisconsin. Exxon mining officials 
claim they need some 40 permits from various 
government agencies to open the mine; they are 
wrong; they need 44, because they also need one 
from us, and one each from the Menominee, Oneida 
and Anishinabe Niiji peoples. They will never get 
permits from any of us. 

continued on page 28 


Wolves to Lose 
Endangered Statvs 


by Michael Robinson 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) has 
drafted a plan to take the gray wolf off the endan- 
gered species list throughout the lower forty-eight 
states. The federal agency calls its proposed policy "A 
Comprehensive Recovery Strategy for the Gray Wolf 
in the 48 Contiguous States." Yet the plan will likely 
prevent wolf populations from establishing them- 
selves in most of their former range throughout the 
nation, and may doom the wolves in the northern 
Rocky Mountains to the same slow decline from 
habitat loss that grizzly bears in the same region are 
experiencing. 

Such a scenario would be no accident since, in 
fact, recovery of wolves was not the primary impe- 
tus for developing the new plan. Rather, as the 
hitherto-hidden memo outlining the policy ex- 
plains, the "goals of various resource management 
agencies and socio-political concerns" play a promi- 
nent role. The "advantages" of the new policy 

continued on page 29 
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The Reporter Who Cried Wolf 


If my grandmother only knew that the US government 
considered me a terrorist, she would at least get her mind 
off her fears that I've been kidnapped by a cult. If anyone 
had told me when 1 was a kid that I'd grow up to be feared 
by my government, I probably would've asked them, 
"What's a government?" Yet as I approach my thirtieth 
birthday, I find myself in the laughable position of being 
considered criminal by those who have the power to jail 
me. The main reason I find it laughable is because it's 
better than finding it cryable. Here at the office we have 
recently heard reliable whispers that Earth First! is going to 
be the subject of a congressional investigation about 
domestic terrorism sometime this spring. I can think of 
wiser uses for my time in spring. You know, digging beds 
in the garden, chaining myself to logging gates without 
fear of hypothermia, perhaps the traditional spring rite: 
falling in love. Instead, I will probably be spending all my 
spare time trying to convince hostile powers that I have 
always been dedicated to practicing nonviolence. 

So why did we get our bad reputation? Vaughn Frick's 
cover art on the last Journal was encircled by these words: 
"No environmentalist has ever blown up federal buildings 
day care centers, health clinics or synagogues or gunned 
down people at post offices, schoolyards or jogging tracks 
or sabotaged any Amtrak trains." It's true. The worst act 
ever even falsely accredited to an Earth Firstier is the tragic 
near-fatal spiking injury of millworker George Alexander 
in 1989. The police and Alexander himself readily admit 
the metal that broke the blade was not an EF! tree spike. 
The incident invoked a discussion which led many EFlers 
to renounce tree-spiking because of the potential for harm. 
Many still consider it an effective tactic. 

The controversy rages on, but that's the pinnacle of 
EF!'s supposed terrorism. Bad enough if we had even done 
it, but nothing compared to acts of violence committed by 
both right-wingers and the US government in the name 
of their political beliefs. Nothing to warrant the armed 
guards at Sugarloaf. 

Of course the mainstream press, through speculation 
and innuendo, has succeeded in forever connecting the 
EF! name to spiking. Annoyingly, they seem to rarely miss 
an opportunity to reinforce the reputation they helped 
bestow upon us in the first place. 

Occasionally, the corporate press portrays us in a reason- 
able light. Our local rag, the Register Guard, recently had a 
cute human interest story about Warner Creek. I couldn't 
help but feel like a starving mongrel being thrown a bone 
when I gobbled up that story. It was fun while it lasted, but 
it only reminded me of how malnourished I am overall. 
What's eating me alive is the consistent coverage of EFlers 
as something we're not. 

If I were ever to write anyone's name on my "Doom" 
candle it would be Barry Clausen's, a wannabe private 


investigator who "infiltrated" EF! for the Washington 
Contract Loggers Association when he couldn't get hired 
on as an investigator for the Montana Sheriff's depart- 
ment. Like any narc who has nothing to report, he has to 
make stuff up to ensure job security and the press just 
slurps it up. He's been getting free advertising lately on the 
regional TV news blabbing about how we're terrorists. The 
reporter tacked on his own unsubstantiated comment 
about how the Journal advocates tree spiking. Being one of 
the renouncers of tree spiking from 1990, I take that 
personally. We print essays about controversies in the 
movement. Even if this staff agreed on tree spiking, 
printing our own opinions could be conceived as a fiat. 
Our movement is decentralized and somewhat chaotic 
and this paper strives to reflect the whole thing. 

Our state birdcage liner, the Oregonian , has been calling us 
ten kinds of names for at least a decade and, recently, 
dutifully parroted an AP story about monkeywrenching at 
Roman Dunn complete with an utterly unfounded accusa- 
tion by equipment owner Don Oakes. He said, "They place [d] 
our employees in considerable danger. The disregard these 
people show for human life.. .is contemptible." Logging is 
the most dangerous occupation in the world. How could 
preventing people from logging cause them harm? 

These examples are just the panties on the top of the 
laundry pile. In moments when I am steeping in cynicism, 
I fear that the press is trying to generate public opinion 
against us so that whatever crackdown comes against us in 
the future seems deserved. Lately the misinformation 
seems to be accelerating. I'm starting a collection so please 
send any bad news stories to me here at the Journal. 

Though it worries me, I'm never disappointed when I 
read this tripe in the corporate-owned press, because I've 
grown accustomed to their transparent propaganda. I had 
hoped never to hear it from our own kind, but I was 
flabbergasted when I saw the cover of last month's E 
Magazine: "Greenpeace Leads a Rebirth of Environmental 
Direct Action." I was stunned when I read about Earth 
First! inside. Apparently, the only mention we merited 
was to serve as their example of a group that has "not 
renounced violence." We called them and the editor said 
we were his example because property damage (i.e. burn- 
ing billboards) could be construed as violent. Ironically, 
£'s spread also featured a sidebar glorifying Paul Watson 
for ramming whaling boats. 

I'm looking forward to the day when EF! is no longer the 
whipping boy for the environmental movement. Maybe 
the Environmental Rangers in Montana, recently featured 
in the Oregonian as "Armed, Green and Angry" will take 
the heat off us. Maybe we'll achieve revolution in my 
lifetime and I'll get a day off. 

— Leslie Hemstreet 


Yule 


by Peggy Sue McRae 


Winter Solstice, the long dark night of the year, is a time of 
celebration and a time of introspection. Solstice night is the 
celebration of the returning sun and the beginning of the new solar 
year. After the prerequisite feasting and dancing, shedding gar- 
ments with the old year and running barefoot over frosty ground 
for a quick ritua' plunge into sea or stream gets the brand new baby 
year off to an invigorating, fresh, clean start. A brisk baptism 
symbolizes rebirth, the birth of the sun, and a new year. The birth 
of the sun god is acknowledged by many different cultures through- 
out the world at Winter Solstice. 

This is also a time to take stock of where we are, where we've been, 
and where we are headed. Connecting with family provides the 
perspective of where we come from. Celebrating with friends 
strengthens our sense of community. Taking quiet time for reflec- 
tion amidst the celebrations of the season can help you decide what 
you would like to leave behind with the old and passing year and 
what would you like to bring with you into the new year. 
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Don 1 1 Take Orders from Anyone 


"I think negotiating is bullshit," blasted Chris K. 
of Sea Defense Alliance. "You're supposed to be 
stopping and opposing industry — so involving their 
opinion seems counterproductive." 

Like Chris K., many activists have strong opinions 
on whether action organizers should negotiate in 
advance with the authorities. In the case of the 
recent mass rally at Headwaters September 15, the 
action was planned with help from Pacific Lumber 
officials and Humboldt County sheriffs. 

To excessively qualify my views, I hold no hostil- 
ity toward anyone who wishes to undergo such 
negotiations. But when prominent (dominant?) 
Headwaters organizers reacted to the mildest criti- 
cism with scorn, I found that respectful disagree- 
ment can be hard to achieve. We’re all grateful 
for people's hard work, so let's learn to see 
criticism as constructive rather than a per- 
sonal affront. The tactic, like all internal EF! 
issues, needs a healthy discussion — not ad 
hominem attacks. 

For the record: Lest my words be viewed as a 
retrospective critique of one action, my sole goal 
is to inspire more strategic organizing for the 
next action and beyond. If organizers decide to 
cooperate with the opposition, at the very least 
they could avoid deeming it "civil disobedi- 
ence" or "direct action." If the cops agree to 
allow it, it's not disobedience. And direct 
action is "an action against an established 
authority or powerful institution" (Ran- 
dom House College Dictionary). 

Returning to the Headwaters example, 
concessions were made on all sides to 
determine how police and Pacific Lum- 
ber would conduct themselves, and how 
rally organizers would insist 2,000 oth- 
ers behave (unbeknownst to the 2,000). Among 
other concessions, Pacific Lumber agreed to help 
order the Porta-Potties and let the rally site spill 
onto its property, and the cops conditionally agreed 
not to jail the arrestees or use pepper spray. Rally 
organizers agreed the rally would not impede traf- 
fic, obstruct Pacific Lumber's business or obstruct 
the police in general. Whatever happened to "No 
Compromise in Defense of Mother Earth"? 

To be fair, rally organizers did not feel comfort- 
able in the role of negotiators, but felt everything 
would go much smoother with cooperation. As I 
donned my amateur psychologist hat, 1 sensed they 
were also nervous with an internalized sense of 
responsibility for what might happen at the rally. 
This is normal and valid — organizers shoulder the 
bulk of any resultant criticism (like that herein). 

At the basecamp shortly after the Headwaters 
rally, cooperation critics went out of their way to 
make their views known to me. Some were long- 
time EFlers; others ranged from Areata highschoolers 
to urban, anarchist Food Not Bombers. They all 


thought the power of the crowd was lost due to its 
inability to make meaningful choices. Every deci- 
sion (except what sign to carry and whether to get 
arrested) had already been made in closed session by 
just a handful of people — mostly members of the 
opposition. The crowd was herded two-by-two for 
two miles, with activist-police reprimanding any- 
one who dared to be so spontaneous as to march on 
the "wrong" side of the white stripe of paint separat- 
ing the narrow shoulder from the highway. 

Because attendees often realize the ineffective- 
ness of rallies involving negotiation, organizers are 
forced, sometimes futility, to prove their effective- 
ness. Example: During the September 15 Headwa- 


ters rally, organizers learned they had achieved a 
injunction in court that day against Pacific Lumber's 
salvage-exemption logging. Organizers then got on 
stage to tell rally attendees that the victory was in 
part caused by the rally rather than solely based on 
the merits of the case through well-articulated legal 
argument. How many rally attendees who might 
have been attracted to genuine activism ended up 
dismissing some organizers' behavior as hollow 
grandstanding? 

Jan Lundberg of the Arcata-based Alliance for a 
Paving Moratorium was disappointed with what he 
called a "business as usual" message at the rally and 
noted that organizers failed to connect the issues by 
insisting that car traffic go unimpeded along the 
marching route. Suggesting that a pedestrian ver- 
sion of a "Critical Mass" bike ride would've been a 
more powerful statement he added: 

"Failing to take over the road was a wimpy embar- 
rassment that wouldn't have happened in any other 
mass movement worth its salt in any country in the 
world. The Earth Firstlers who went along with this 


at the negotiating table don't understand the mean- 
ing of a road and they shouldn't head any more 
delegations." 

But criticism largely focused on the single-file- 
line arrest procedure (formulated by Headwaters 
activists, not police). Many felt it robbed the crowd’s 
energy from a mass trespass and any associated 
statement of disrespect for Pacific Lumber's "right" 
to private property. The procedure tried the pa- 
tience of many because the 264 arrests took hours to 
complete. Why go single file when even the often- 
tame Nevada Test Site trespass actions allowed for 
the ordered anarchy (not a contradiction) of cross- 
ing the property line en masse? 

"I was so upset about the negotiations with 
police that 1 walked away from the CD [civil 
disobedience]" recountedjonathan Paul, a Santa 
Cruz-based Earth First! and Sea Defense Alliance 
activist. "Having everything planned ahead is 
disempowering. I think people should've just 
ran across the property line and occupied the log 
decks as a show of civil disobedience." 

"While in the crowd near the CD, I noticed a lot 
of disempowered people walking away, com- 
plaining that the CD was negotiated with the 
cops," Paul added. "Bringing the pepper- 
spray issue to the table was also unwise; it 
shows them we're intimidated by the 
prospect of being sprayed." 

Rally organizer apologists can argue 
that different situations call for differ- 
ent tactics, and that cooperation with 
the authorities is not always appropri- 
ate. But how often does a campaign 
amass the power contained in a crowd 
of 2,000? In such rare instances, should 
we settle for symbolism as a substitute 

for action? 

John Trudell, a Native-American activist-poet, 
addressed the issue during a recent appearance at 
Humboldt State University. He warned that nonvio- 
lent civil disobedience is ineffective if it cooperates 
with the system — because cooperation necessarily 
preserves what we seek to destroy. He added that, 
although he has participated in symbolic arrest 
actions, he did so mainly for the experience — not 
because he thought it would change anything. 

Radical enviros often use arguments likeTrudell's 
in dismissing legislative options and "alternative 
dispute resolution." Why not apply the same argu- 
ments to a large rally /arrest action, where negotiat- 
ing in advance assuages the authorities' fears with 
the impression that EF! has gone soft? 

After all, you could always just hand the cops the 
names, addresses and social security numbers of 264 
activists instead of holding such a rally. It might 
save you and the Feds some time and expense. 

— Randy Ghent 



Letters to the Editors 


An open letter to the Sierra Club: 

Dear Sierra Club, 

Since working in your Sierra 
Club canvass, I have encoun- 
tered a number of your members 
who have decided not to renew 
their membership, ostensively 
because of the lack of 
worthwhileness of your publi- 
cation, "Sierra" and the vast ar- 
ray of corporate sponsorship to 
be found within its pages. 

It is certainly disconcerting to 
find the Sierra Club, through its 
choice of advertisers, conse- 
quently promoting the 
high-level pollution of camera 
conglomerates ("Sierra," July/ 
Aug. '95, p. 4), the exploitation 
and enslavement of wild ani- 
mals by toxin-merchandising 
beer companies (ibid, p. 10), and 
the continued use of combus- 
tible fossil fuels by 


greenhouse-gas contributing au- 
tomobiles ("Sierra," Sept./Oct., 
pp 0-1, 21, 24-25, 27). 

What's more, the Nigerian 
military dictatorship, which has 
executed nine of its environmen- 
tal activists, is being backed by 
Royal Dutch Shell Oil. 

Texaco is responsible for 
dumping over 17 million gal- 
lons of crude oil and over 20 
million gallons of toxic wastes 
into native communities in the 
Amazon, while supporting mur- 
derous dictatorships and equally 
destructive to the environment 
business practices in Burma, East 
Timor and Indonesia. 

And, of course, the auto in- 
dustry is the driving force be- 
hind the current congressional 
push to open Alaska's Arctic Na- 
tional Wildlife Refuge. 

Is this really the kind of mes- 
sage the Sierra Club is seeking to 


quietly advance while maintain- 
ing an overt opposition to envi- 
ronmental ruin? 

While a greenwashed adver- 
tisement to Chrystler Corpora- 
tion (ibid.,pp 24-25, 27) might 
seem rather innocuous, we must 
bear in mind the words of Sierra 
Club founder, John Muir: “When 
we try to pick anything out by 
itself, we find it hitched to ev- 
erything else in the universe." 

Given the current breadth of 
knowledge available concerning 
the environmental and human 
rights abuses fueled by the auto 
industry, I'm sure Mr. Muir 
would be turning in his grave to 
find himself hitched to Chrystler 
Corporation. 

Sincerely, 

— ANON 
continued on page 30 


IN MEMORIAM 

Corey Russell Arthur Duncan 
1973-1995 

Corey worked with the Forest Action Network and the 
Nuxalk Nation in Bella Coola, British Columbia to protect 
the Great Coast Forest. He also spent two months singing 
and sabbing to save black bears in Clayoquot Sound. He 
was active with Vancouver Earth First! and celebrated life 
at his first Round River Rendezvous last summer. 

On November 26, he fell and died in a ravine while 
hiking in the land he loved near Bella Coola. I 

The Nuxalk Nation honored Corey by burying him in a 
hand carved casket on Nuxalk Territory and by naming 
him "Nuts'xmalsta" meaning "Drop of Water." "Drop of 
Water," written by Dana Lyons, was Corey's favorite song. 

Corey's body is returning to the Earth while his spirit 
soars with eagles and flows with rivers. Corey's death is a 
reminder of the song he often played on the guitar: "All 
We Are Is Dust In The Wind." 

Thank you Corey for your love and friendship, your 
gentle, compassionate, humble, playful nature and your 
beautiful guitar music. You are dearly loved and missed. 
__ 
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91 ARRESTED IN SUGARLCMF PROTEST 

sign. The sign hit an officer, who reeled back and then maced Joan. As this was 
happening, the reporter was able to get away and staggered back to the gate with 
his camera. Joan soon made it back to the gate as well, shaken but not seriously 
hurt. A number of other people were also maced and arrested. 

After this incident, an effort was made to calm the crowd and the police, and 
a decision was made to stand our ground at the gate. A few people a short 
distance up the road but still in view were arrested, including Mike Roselle and 
myself. A short discussion of local timber sales and issues was then organized, 
followed by a quick explanation of the legal consequences of arrest. Soon after, 
Charlie Ogle walkld a short distance up the road and sat down. He was arrested 
and dragged away. Charlie was followed by Brock Evans and Jim Jontz, who 
were also dragged away, power suits and all. 

The arrestees were then handcuffed to two chains on the forest floor, where 
we stayed for five to seven hours while the police made out paperwork and 
shuttled people in vans to the county jail in Grants Pass. Most people signed an 
agreement not to re-enter the closure and were released. Phil Schuster was given 
additional charges, including assaulting an officer, and was held on bail. 

Unfortunately, Boise Cascade was still able to haul out logs on another road, 
once they removed a blockade of disabled vehicles. 

Logging has started (and been completed in some cases) on salvage rider sales 
all over the Northwest, including China Left, a sale in the same roadless area as 
Sugarloaf. Without recourse through the legal system, and faced with an 
environmentally hostile Congress, people of all ages and all backgrounds are 
getting out on the front lines. As Elias, a teenager from Ashland, said before he 
too was arrested at the WALL action, "The time is here; the time is now." 

So far, over 200 have been people arrested for standing up to the Sugarloaf 
atrocity. How many people will have to make this sacrifice before our forests are 
protected? How long will it take before the people overpower the 
corporate lobby and change Congress? How many forests will we 
lose in the meantime? 

Let us not be tempted once again to settle for less than what 
is necessary and right. Let us stop playing the politics of fear, 
allowing mediocre laws and mediocre politicians to compro- 
mise roadless wildlands and native forests. Let us rise above the 
apathy of powerlessness and take action because it is morally 
wrong to remain silent. We CAN do it! 

If you would like more information about the Siskiyou forests 
of southern Oregon, or about the Boise Cascade boycott, contact 
the Siskiyou Regional Education Project, PO Box 220, Cave 
Junction, OR 97523; email: siskiyou@igc.apc.org. 

Karen Wood is long-time EFler and a lifelong defender of the 
Siskiyous. She lives with her husband and daughter (who was 
conceived at Sugarloaf) in southern Oregon's Applegate valley. 


Oregon Schools Run from Boise Cascade 


Come to the Siskiyous while there's 

STILL SOMETHING LEFT OF CHINA LEFT. 

As you read this, old-growth is being logged in unit two of the 
China Left sale adjacent to the Oregon Caves National Monument. 
Over half of the 530-acre sale is scheduled for clearcutting. We need 
your help. The local community is busy with Sugarloaf protests and 
an upcoming battle agasinst the BLM, meanwhile China Left's 
destuction is quietly proceeding. China Left needs Direct Action 
NOW. Please contact Kalmiopsis Earth First! at (514) 592-3386. 



by Karen Wood 

Logging continues on the Sugarloaf Timber Sale in the Siskiyou National 
Forest in southern Oregon, where the Forest Service has mobilized a massive 
police force so that Boise Cascade can log Sugarloaf's ancient forest without 
interruption from the public. On October 30, a crowd of over 300 turned out for 
a demonstration dubbed WALL (Witness Against Lawless Logging). Ninety-one 
people were arrested during the protest, among them former Indiana Congress- 
man Jim Jontz and Audubon Society Vice-President Brock Evans. 

"It's a good day to be arrested," said Evans as he addressed the crowd at a 
morning rally. After the rally, Jontz and Evans led the procession to the closure, 
where they walked around a Forest Service gate and sat down, blocking the road 
where log trucks have been hauling old growth out of Sugarloaf. Evans and 
Jontz were joined by members of their affinity group, including Earth First! co- 
founder Mike Roselle, and Charlie Ogle and Debbie Lukas, Oregon Sierra Club 
activists, and myself. Our group was soon joined by other affinity groups and 
scores of individuals who were inspired to act spontaneously. 

It soon became apparent that the police did not want to make arrests in front 
of the national and local media (which included CNN). So Lou Gold of the 
Siskiyou Regional Education Project challenged the media to enter the closure 
and show the public what was happening on their public lands. One TV reporter 
agreed and proceeded up the road with a small group of protesters. Once they 
were out of sight of the crowd at the gate, he was tackled by sheriff's deputies. 
When Phil Schuster, a Vietnam veteran who had marched in with an American 
flag, attempted to intervene, he was grabbed and maced. At this point, an 
elderly woman named Joan Norman (on her fourth arrest for Sugarloaf) 
stumbled as she was trying to reach the reporter and dropped her cardboard 


Boise Cascade losses $7 million paper contract Boise Cascade investigated for worker fatality 

The State of Oregon purchasing department has just completed a bid New disturbing facts about Boise Cascade came to light during our Boise Cascade 
evaluation process for the state's contract for office paper supplies. This $7 investigation. On September 12, a man was killed at the St. Helens mill. Oregon 
million contract covers all state offices and most state universities. After receiving Occupational Safety Health Administration is now investigating the accident, 
a flood of faxes and phone calls urging them to dump Boise Cascade, they They have had reason to conduct 72 investigations of Boise Cascade's facilities 
decided to award the next three-year contract to the next highest bidder. Boise since 1990. And then there's the following to add to Boise Cascade's crimes: 
Cascade had the state's contract for the last five years. Boise Cascade buys timber sale behind the scenes 

Thanks to everyone who sent a fax or made a call. The support was huge and Boise Cascade has purchased the controversial Thunderbolt timber sale in the 

diverse. The Portland Greens put their awesome phone team to work. E-mailers South Fork Salmon River of Idaho with a non-public, minimum bid. By 

submitting a minimum bid after the public auction, the company 
avoided the scrutiny of television, radio, and newspaper reporters 
attending the auction. "The log market hasn't improved since the 
auction, so the only thing that's different for Boise Cascade is no one 
had to stand in front of the cameras," said John McCarthy of the Idaho 
Conservation League. The US Fish and Wildlife Service, National 
Marine Fisheries Service, and Environmental Protection Agency have 
all urged the Forest Service to abandon its plan to log 2,200 acres in the 
sale, criticizing risks from the project to the South Fork of the Salmon 
River where a remnant population of endangered Chinook salmon 
continues to spawn. 

Boycott Boise Cascade! 

There is a boycott on all Boise Cascade products (see last issue of the EF!J 
for plenty of reasons). Their brand names are Reliable, Cascade, Oxford, 
MP Cover, MP Brites, MP Colors, Associated, Frederick-Sherry, Noyo, 
Vinyl Bond, Wevelite, Specialty Paperboard, Duropak and Schumaker. 

For more information contact the Siskiyou Regional Education Project 
at PO Box 220, Cave Junction, OR 97523; (541) 592-4459. 


picked up tne message ana 
moved it along. The Oregon 
Public Employees Union 
joined in because Boise Cas- 
cade was a sponsor of Measure 
8, an initiative that stripped 
public employees of their ben- 
efits. The Center for the Study 
of Women at University of 
Oregon sent a letter urging 
the state to dump Boise Cas- 
cade because of their abuse of 
women who brought a sexual 
harassment lawsuit at Boise's 
St. Helens paper mill. The Ru- 
ral Organizing Project and the 
Labor-Environmental Solidar- 
ity Network also participated. 
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by Bart Semcer 


ew York State's Adirondack Park is one of America's 
jewels. Its six million acres of northern 


^1 crown 

X ^1 hardwoods, bogs, lakes and alpine summits encom- 
pass an area the size of the Yellowstone, Yosemite, Olympic 
and Grand Canyon National Parks combined. It is big wilder- 
ness in the heavily populated and developed northeastern 
United States, with six roadless areas over 100,000 acres and 
numerous smaller wilderness areas within the "blue line" that 
forms the park's political boundary. You can still find patches 
of virgin forest in the park's more remote sections; you can 
still get lost in the song of the loon over its lakes and one day 
soon you may once again hear the cry of the wolf. But today 
the Adirondacks are in trouble. 

In a move eerily reminiscent of the salvage rider, the State 
of New York plans to issue a blanket permit which will 
allow private landowners within Adirondack Park to sal- 
vage timber downed in a windstorm this past July. If 
approved, the permit would suspend State forest conserva- 
tion laws. The State is also considering the release of 
publicly owned forestland, including designated wilder- 
ness areas, to salvage operations. If this happens it will 
jeopardize the ecological integrity of the greater Adirondack ecosystem and 
the rule of law embodied in the New York State Constitution which 
mandates that the Adirondacks be kept "forever wild." 

The Adirondacks 

The wild landscape that is today's Adirondacks is not the Adirondacks of 
times past. Just over a century ago much of northern New York State was 
desolate, logged-over territory. If it weren't for the efforts of a New York 
businessman named Verplanck Colvin, we could only speculate as to what the 
Adirondacks would look like today. 

Throughout the latter half of the nineteenth century, Colvin witnessed the 
destruction of the Adirondack's forests and publicly called for their protec- 
tion. In 1885, the State Legislature responded by enacting legislation to 
protect several hundred thousand acres in the Adirondacks as State Forest 
Preserves. Seven years later, in 1892, the legislature officially declared 2.8 
million acres of both public and private lands as Adirondack Park. In 1 894, the 
New York State Constitution was amended to provide for the protection of 
State Forest Preserve lands. The amendment reads: "The lands of the state, 
now owned or hereafter acquired, constituting the forest preserve as now 
fixed by law, shall forever be kept as wild forest lands. They shall not be leased, 
sold, or exchanged, or taken by any corporation, public or private, nor shall 
the timber thereon be sold, removed or destroyed" (New York State Constitu- 
tion, Section 7, Article VII). 

Over the past century the borders of Adirondack Park have increased in size 
so that it now encompasses some six million acres, 2.5 million of which are 
publicly owned. Within the park's boundaries lie five major watersheds: Lake 
Champlain, the St. Lawrence, Mohawk, Black and Hudson Rivers. Three 
distinct biological regions are found within the park, with temperate deciduous 
forest being the dominant, followed by boreal forest and a small amount of taiga 
in the higher elevations. Of the 98 natural communities recognized in New 
York State, 57 of them are represented in Adirondack Park with 19 of these 
considered to be "rare." Most of these rare communities are found within the 
boreal forest region, the bulk of which (in the park's northwestern quadrant) 
remains in private ownership. 

Wilderness preservation efforts in Adirondack Park have led to the designation 
of over one million acres of wilderness and 18,000 acres of "canoe" areas, 
waterways managed much like Wild and Scenic Rivers. While 95 percent of the 
taiga, the "rock and ice," is in public ownership and preserved as Wilderness, 
350,000 acres of biologically rich boreal forest remain in private ownership where 
it is threatened by logging and real estate development. In an attempt to remedy 
this discrepancy, the State of New York proposed the creation of a 73,000-acre 
boreal forest wilderness along with the acquisition of 580,000 acres of private 
land to connect existing wilderness areas to the west of the park. This was echoed 
by a proposal from the Adirondack Council, a local grassroots conservation 
group, to create a 400,000-acre Great Bob Marshall Wilderness in the same area. 
Local opposition has kept both proposals from becoming reality. 

Land management is overseen by two state agencies, the New York Department 
of Environmental Conservation (DEC) which manages the state's holdings 
within the park and the Adirondack Park Agency (APA), charged with overseeing 
private land use within the park. The APA's main function is to approve or deny 
permits for "regional projects" that might impact the park's character. In recent 
years the APA's membership has been stacked in favor of development interests. 
The decision of whether to salvage rests with these two agencies. 


In the winter struggle for survival, Muskrats are not able to store food for the whole season in their burrows; they go out 
regularly to forage using underwater portals. When swimming in frozen waterways they breathe air trapped under the ice. 


The Storm 

On July 15, 1995, the winds had their way in Adirondack Park. In just a few 
minutes a freak storm with hurricane force winds toppled 125,000 acres of 
forest. In all, the storm affected some 900,000 acres, with the worst damage 
occurring in the Five Ponds Wilderness Area and adjacent private lands in the 
western Adirondacks, the most biologically rich section of the park. 

The DEC foresters' immediate reaction to the blow-down has been a fear of 
fire due to all the potential fuel load now on the forest floor. Local residents fear 
the economic loss of what was once commercially valuable timberland. Their 
solution has been to call for the "emergency salvage" of all "damaged timber." 

After consultation with select Adirondack residents, the DEC proposed that 
the Adirondack Park Agency issue a blanket permit to allow private landowners 
effected by the storm to salvage timber from their property so that they can 
mitigate some of their economic loss. 

If the permit is approved by the APA, landowners would be allowed to start 
logging immediately, and could wait until next year to send in their manage- 
ment plans — long after the trees are gone. The permit does not require state 
conservation officers to inspect salvage operations and thus exempts such 
operations from state environmental laws. The permit allows for unlimited 
clearcutting in wetlands and landowners would be allowed to log "all trees, 
whether damaged or not" where they find that one out of three trees are 
"damaged." However, no definition of "damaged" is provided, leaving open to 
trivial interpretations. 

Despite the fact that this permit would affect several hundred thousand acres 
and would reasonably constitute a major action by the state, they have refused 
to prepare an Environmental Impact Statement on the permit's potential 
effects, citing an "emergency" situation. They claim there is no time for such 
lengthy bureaucratic processes. 

The DEC has also expressed interest in salvaging timber from state lands, 
including designated wilderness areas. The Five Ponds Wilderness is the most 
at risk. At 203,000 acres, the Five Ponds is one of the largest roadless areas in the 
Adirondacks. Roughly 50,000 acres of virgin white pine and red spruce are 
found within the Five Ponds, the largest tract of virgin forest in the Northeast. 
The DEC'S proposal has drawn much opposition from conservationists and the 
media has reported that trees have been spiked in the Five Ponds Wilderness in 
order to deter logging. 

Neither the Department of Environmental Conservation nor the Adirondack 
Park Agency have decided on the salvage issue yet, but a decision could come 
at any time. Letters opposing the proposed salvage should be sent to officials at 
the DEC and APA as well as New York's Governor George Pataki. If you have 
ever visited the park, relay any experiences you might have had hiking, 
canoeing, hunting, etc., and express how salvage logging would discourage you 
from visiting again. 

Send you letters to Mr. Michael Zagata, Commissioner Department of 
Environmental Conservation, 50 Wolf Road, Albany, NY 12233; Daniel T. Fitts, 
Director, Adirondack Park Agency, PO Box 99, Ray Brook, NY 12977; and 
Governor George Pataki, State Capitol, Albany, NY 12224. 

For more information, contact the Appalachian Conservation Council at 33 
Elm Street, Bloomfield, NJ 07003. Those with money to spare should consider 
contributing to the Buy Back the 'Dacks Fund, which is raising money to 
purchase ecologically critical lands in Adirondack Park. Cash and checks can be 
sent to the Buy Back the 'Dacks Fund at PO Box 492, Canton, NY 13617. 
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Free Trade: 

Dolphins for dollars in NAFTA deal 


by Craig Beneville 

The Clinton Administration and some national 
environmental groups are attempting, in the name 
of NAFTA, a second bailout of Mexico. This bailout 
would come on the backs of dead dolphins. 

Off the west coast of Central America and Mexico 
is a region known as the Eastern Tropical Pacific 
(ETP). For some unknown reason, tuna school in 
huge numbers beneath herds of dolphins in this 
region. Fishermen chase the dolphin herds with 
helicopters and flotillas of speedboats, sometimes 
dropping explosives to disrupt their sonar. Huge 
two-kilometer-long purse-seine nets are set around 
the dolphin herds to catch the tuna swimming 
below. Throughout the '70s and '80s, this practice 
captured and slaughtered hundreds of thousands of 
dolphins every year. 

As a result of a campaign launched by Earth Island 
Institute, and the subsequent consumer boycott of 
tuna fish, legislation was passed in 1990 establish- 
ing the "dolphin safe" label on tuna cans. Nations 
whose fisheries continued purse-seine netting of 
tuna saw their catch banned from US supermarket 
shelves, and closed out of the billion dollar tuna 
market. 

In 1993, Congress approved NAFTA. This contro- 
versial agreement's passage was helped by the collu- 
sion of seven major environmental groups, includ- 
ing the Environmental Defense Fund, National 
Wildlife Federation, World Wildlife Fund and the 
Natural Resources Defense Council. (John Adams, 
president of the NRDC, bragged the seven had 
"broken the back of the environmental opposition 
to NAFTA.") Despite the pledge by Clinton and 
these free-trade environmental groups that NAFTA 
would not be used as a lever to weaken US environ- 
mental laws, Mexico quietly began lobbying the US 
to lift its embargo on dolphin-death tuna. 

This past summer, a series of secret meetings took 
place at the Mexican Embassy in Washington, DC. 
Representatives of tuna-producing countries, US 
State Department trade officials and fishing indus- 
try lawyers allied with the wise use movement 
attended these meetings. Also in attendance were 
six "environmental" groups: the Environmental 
Defense Fund, the Center for Marine Conserva- 
tion, Greenpeace, the National Wildlife Federa- 
tion, the World Wildlife Fund and the Whale and 
Dolphin Conservation Society. Tellingly, the envi- 
ronmental groups were represented, for the most 
part, by their trade staff. Most of these groups have 
had little experience in the tuna/dolphin issue. 
Organizations such as the Earth Island Institute 
and the Humane Society of the US that have been 
active in the tuna/dolphin issue were excluded, as 
were American tuna processors and the members 
of Congress who drafted the original dolphin pro- 
tection legislation. 

The agreement crafted at these meetings, and 
signed by all of the environmental groups except 
the Whale and Dolphin Conservation Society, is the 
"Declaration of Panama." The Panama Declaration 
is a trade-off: if the US (with the support of Clinton 
and the five remaining environmental groups) re- 
peals present regulations protecting dolphins 
(thereby reopening the US market), then tuna pro- 
ducing countries will agree to make binding the 
authority of the Inter American Tropical Tuna Com- 
mission (IATTC). The IATTC regulates and controls 
dolphin mortality in the Eastern Tropical Pacific. 

Congress must pass legislation formally codify- 
ing such international agreements for them to 
become binding. Such legislation emerged as Sen- 
ate Bill 1420, introduced by Ted Stevens (R-Alaska) 
and John Breaux (D-Louisiana). Environmental 
writers Jeffrey St. Clair and Alexander Cockburn 
report that the Clinton Administration wants to 
rush the bill through the Senate before popular 
sentiment is rallied, and that the Administration is 
pushing Stevens to attach the bill as a rider to 


another, already approved fisheries act. Attaching 
the bill thusly would shield it from any debate on 
its merits. 

As per the Panama Declaration, the Stevens/Breaux 
bill would roll back dolphin protection laws in favor 
of international cooperation under the IATTC. The 
bill repeals the present US ban on the sale of dol- 
phin-unsafe tuna, allowing any tuna caught by a 
nation participating in the IATTC access to US 
markets. 

The bill also redefines what qualifies as "dol- 
phin- safe." The present definition of dolphin- 
safe — "no settingof purse-seine nets on dolphins" — 
would be modified to allow the chasing, encircling 


tute, on the other hand, calls the IATTC "a rubber 
stamp treaty organization comprised of commercial 
fishing and business interests." 

The Humane Society is equally vehement in their 
denunciation of the agreement and the IATTC. Not 
only are there significant constitutional and fiscal 
barriers within participating countries, they say, 
but enforcement of the La Jolla agreement's stan- 
dards will continue to be non-existent. Last year, 
international observers reported over 500 viola- 
tions of the La Jolla agreement. Fifty-three of these 
were considered major, with recommended penal- 
ties ranging from $50,000 to $250,000. Yet not a 
single peso in fines was collected, and 88 percent of 



Decades of interactions with the tuna industry have reduced populations of eastern spinner dolphins to 44 percent of their historic size. 


and capturing of dolphins, as long as no "ob- 
served" dolphin fatalities are witnessed by on- 
board monitors. Once captured, the dolphins are 
to be allowed an escape route by lowering a portion 
of the net while people in rafts and snorkel gear 
herd them out. Calling this "dolphin-safe," how- 
ever, ignores deaths that occur during the chase or 
after release (say, from a broken nose that prevents 
feeding). It also ignores the physiological effects 
on reproductive capacities caused by the stress of 
the chase. Present fishing operations have been 
known to chase the same herd of dolphins three 
times in a single day. Labeling tuna caught in such 
a way as "dolphin- safe" would amount to con- 
sumer fraud. 

In a gift to the American fishing industry, the 
Stevens/Breaux bill would allow American fishing 
vessels to resume fishing in the Eastern Tropical 
Pacific under the IATTC guidelines. US vessels are 
presently banned from dolphin-unsafe tuna fishing. 

In return for giving up environmental regulations 
in the US, the tuna-producing nations in the eastern 
tropical Pacific agree to make binding the provi- 
sions of the "La Jolla" agreement, administered by 
the IATTC. This 1992 agreement sets limits on the 
number of observed dolphin kills, provides for in- 
ternational observers to monitor tuna catches, bans 
the use of explosives and puts forth other measures 
intended to conserve marine biodiversity. The WWF 
characterizes it as "constructive engagement," and 
while acknowledging problems with the agreement, 
places those problems in the context of overall 
progress in conserving dolphins. Earth Island Insti- 


the time no action was taken whatsoever. 

So to summarize, the Stevens/Breaux bill would 
repeal dolphin protection in exchange for toothless 
promises to conserve marine biodiversity. This sim- 
ply underscores the fact that the bill is NAFTA- 
driven, not conservation-driven. This was confirmed 
by the Contra Costa Times of California when they 
quoted Rodrigo Prudencio, of the National Wildlife 
Federation, as saying, "This is a trade issue... We 
can't deny that." 

In response to this disastrous bill, Barbara Boxer 
(D-California) and Joseph Biden (D-Delaware) — the 
original authors of the 1991 Dolphin Safe pro- 
gram — introduced S. 1460. This bill is supported by 
Earth Island Institute, the Humane Society of the US 
and over 70 other conservation organizations. Boxer 
introduced the bill after the "slaughterhouse five," 
the environmental groups which support S. 1420, 
refused to retract their endorsement of S. 1 420. The 
American tuna industry, fearing another consumer 
boycott and competition from cheap Mexican tuna, 
also supports Boxer's bill. 

The Boxer bill maintains current US dolphin pro- 
tection laws, while allowing the import of dolphin- 
safe tuna to the US by countries in compliance with 
the IATTC. 

Boxer deserves your kudos. Call her at (202) 224- 
3553 and thank her for her staunch defense of the 
dolphin. Call Greenpeace (202) 462-11 77 and tell 
them you think protecting dolphins is more impor- 
tant than protecting trade, and that you are dis- 
gusted that they use dolphins to fundraise and then 
stab them in the back. 
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The Shrimp Harvest of Shame 
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What's the most wasteful fishery in the world? 
What industry scoops up billions and billions of fish 
and marine organisms annually and then tosses 90 
percent of 'em overboard? What fishery drowns 
155,000 endangered sea turtles every year world- 
wide despite the existence of cheap, effective and 
proven technologies which would prevent this from 
happening without having any significant impact 
on the shrimp harvest? 

Oops, gave it away. It's the shrimp industry, of 
course, strip-mining the oceans to satisfy the 
insatiable American consumer appetite for bottom- 
feeding Crustacea in garlic butter. Shrimp is the 
most popular seafood in the US, accounting for 25 
percent of all seafood sales. The US and 
Japan are the world's largest importers of 
shrimp; the US brings in shrimp from 75 
other countries. This means US (and 
Japanese) consumers are responsible for 
the tremendous size of the international 
shrimp fleet, and therefore responsible 
for its impacts. 

Sea turtles can be seen as a flagship or 
umbrella species in the fight to reverse 
the destruction of the ocean's ecosys- 
tems. Six of the seven species of sea 
turtles are listed as internationally en- 
dangered by the International Union for the Con- 
servation of Nature, and all seven species are pro- 
tected under the Convention on International Trade 
in Endangered Species (CITES). But this isn't stop- 
ping them from drowning in shrimp nets around 
the world. 

In the US, shrimp fishers are legally required to 
use Turtle Excluder Devices (TEDs). TEDs are cheap 
and easy to use (see illustration). A slanted metal grid 
is sewn into the shrimp net near the end. The sea 
turtles come up against the grid and are guided out 
an escape hatch to safety. The shrimp drift through 
the grid and are retained in the net. 

TEDs are not only 97 percent effective in saving 
sea turtles, but they reduce incidental capture of 
other fish and marine organisms, referred to as 
"bycatch," by up to 60 percent. For every pound of 
shrimp harvested, 10 pounds of bycatch is thrown 
overboard, most of it dead. This deplorable waste 
adds up to over 1.3 million tons every year. Reduced 
bycatch due to TED use also means fishers spend less 
time picking shrimp from the rest of the catch. The 
shrimp are in better shape, not having been bruised 
by old tires and other ocean trash that also turns up 
in the nets. 

Yet some shrimpers refuse to use TEDS or deliber- 
ately disable them by sewing the escape hatch 
closed. It's illegal to disable your TED, but next to 
impossible to catch someone doing so. Cheating is 
rampant off the Texas and Louisiana coasts. In 1994 


and 1995 a total of 4,000 sea turtles washed up dead 
("stranded") on Gulf Coast shores. This reflects only 
a small percentage of the actual number of drowned 
sea turtles, since most won't wash up, or will wash 
up in places where they won't be found. Strandings 
decreased dramatically during times when the 
shrimp industry was closed down, and during peri- 
ods of increased TED enforcement. 

The Kemp's ridley turtle, one of the most critically 
endangered animals in the world, is down to less 
than 1000 breeding females. Last year 573 Kemp's 
washed up on US shores. 

The real problem is that there are too 
many shrimp boats. Right now 100 
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A slanted metal grid in the Turtle 
Excluder Device guides the sea turtle to an 
escape flap in the net. Shrimp drift 
straight through the grid and are captured. 


more are under construction on the Texas coast. 
The industry is unregulated as to number of vessels 
or harvest quotas. But the more boats, the less 
shrimp per boat. There are three times as many 
shrimpers now as there were in the 1960s, yet the 
annual shrimp catch has stayed pretty much the 
same every year. 

So what is to be done? As usual, a range of tactics 
apply. While you're pondering the vulnerable spots 
of a marine fishery, let us fill you in on a more overt 
campaign strategy. 

Everyone remembers the tuna-dolphin issue. A 
broad-based tuna boycott, supported by a massive 
grassroots mobilization, forced the reform of the 
tuna-fishing industry, ending almost entirely the 
drowning of dolphins in tuna nets. A similar cam- 
paign is now being mounted by Earth Island 
Institute's Sea Turtle Restoration Project (STRP) and 
a growing coalition of environmental, animal wel- 
fare and marine interest groups. 

The Turtle-Safe shrimp campaign certifies shrimp 
fishers who sign an agreement to use TEDs and 
cooperate with monitoring by Earth Island observ- 
ers. Rather than asking the public to boycott shrimp, 
Turtle-Safe offers a positive "buycott" approach that 
will reward shrimpers who are doing the right thing, 
and motivate the rest of the shrimp fleet to follow 
their lead. STRP is working with docks, processors 
and brokers to ensure that an ever-increasing supply 
of shrimp carrying STRP's Turtle-Safe logo is avail- 


able to restaurants and food stores. 

Of course shrimp is also being raised in aquacul- 
ture ponds, but this is just as destructive in different 
ways. Farmed-raised shrimp will not by certified by 
STRP. Shrimp farming can destroy habitat, pollute 
water, and possibly spread diseases to wild shrimp 
populations. Shrimp farming in Asia and South 
America is responsible for the destruction of coastal 
mangrove forests and the cultures of indigenous 
people who depend on them for their livelihoods. 

Incidentally, shrimp farming is particularly vul- 
nerable to viral infections with appeal- 

ing names like Yellow-Head Disease 

and Red-Body Disease. The newest 
1 threat is called Taura. Viruses wipe out 
* entire farming operations overnight. 

The Mangrove Action Project (PO Box 
1854, Port Townsend, WA, 98362) is 
promoting an international boycott of 
farmed shrimp. 

Boone Seafood of Darien, Georgia, is 
the first shrimp dock to have all its 
boat captains or owners sign Turtle- 
Safe agreements. Boone, like many 

*• shrimp docks, is a small family opera- 

tion that genuinely cares about the 

oceans. Sinkey Boone invented the 
Georgia Jumper TED. The Boones belong to the 
Georgia Fishermen's Association, an organization 
whose members were using TEDs long before they 
were federally required. 

Turtle-Safe shrimp from Boone is now being of- 
fered in restaurants and natural foods stores in San 
Francisco, Boston, Denver and Hartford, with new 
outlets coming on all the time. By the time you read 
this two more docks are expected to be registered 
with the Turtle-Safe program. In the future, STRP 
plans to expand the program to include interna- 
tional shrimp fishers. Of the 75 countries that 
supply shrimp to the US market, only 12 have laws 
requiring TED use, and actual compliance with such 
laws is not yet being monitored. 

STRP has launched a public education and outreach 
campaign to increase the demand for Turtle-Safe 
shrimp and educate the public about fisheries issues. 
Activist materials are available, including an activist 
kit, brochures, TV PSA's, and a full-page ad (which 
recently ran in the New York Times). Ask your local 
restaurants and foodstores to carry Turtle-Safe, and 
arrange for a little positive publicity when they do. 
And educate others not to buy shrimp unless it's 
Turtle-Safe. 

Which is over 99 percent of it. Take that, Texas. 

To receive an activist kit, contact the Sea Turtle 
Restoration Project at PO Box 400, Forest Knolls, CA, 
94933, or call 415-488-0370 or fax 415-488-0372. 


Dariii°Cliinb Protests M itsubishi 



Donna Parker and Ana Gerhardt of Rainforest 
Action Network (RAN) were arrested on October 26 
after a daring descent of the Bank of California 
tower in downtown San Francisco. Also arrested 
was Kelly Quirke, who acted as a go-between with 
police and security on the building's roof. Parker 
and Gerhardt suspended themselves from the roof 
of the skyscraper using rock-climbing ropes and 
unfurled a huge, 1,225-square-foot banner with the 
message: "Stop Mitsubishi's Rape of Mother Earth — 
Boycott Mitsubishi's Bank of California." Parker 
and Gerhardt came down from the building of their 
own accord when evening wind conditions became 
hazardous. 

Bank of California — owned by Mitsubishi Bank — 
was the target of the protest because Mitsubishi 
Bank funds environmentally destructive projects 
1 around the world. RAN holds Bank of California 
I accountable for the harmful practices of its affiliated 
g companies 

* The two women were arrested and charged with 
trespassing and conspiracy. Their action followed a 


march through downtown San Francisco to protest 
the destruction of the world's rainforests, in obser- 
vation of World Rainforest Week. The march, which 
attracted hundreds, was designed to focus public 
attention on the role of transnational corporations 
in tropical deforestation. 

"I'm risking my life to make this statement," 
Donna Parker said, "because if we don't stop 
companies like Mitsubishi from destroying our 
rainforests, then everyone's life will be at risk." 

Mitsubishi Corporation owns logging operations 
throughout the world. Their activities lay to waste 
thousands of square miles of forest every year. This 
deforestation causes the extinction of plant and 
animal species, ruining the livelihood of the indig- 
enous peoples who inhabit those lands. 

Rainforest Action Network works to protect the 
Earth's rainforests and support the rights of their 
inhabitants through grassroots education, organiz- 
ing, and nonviolent direct action. For more infor- 
mation contact Mark Westlund at (415) 398-4404. 
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The Pinal Feeding Frenzy 
on the Federal Forests 


by Phil Nanas 

The "logging without laws" salvage rider that 
Clinton signed into law in July is a sneaky, two- 
pronged assault on the best of what's left of our 
public native forests. The first prong of this devil- 
ish fork is the new "Emergency Salvage Timber Sale 
Program" which affects nearly every national for- 
est across the country. Hiding behind the facade of 
"forest health," the timber industry and the gov- 
ernment will use more logging to try to right all 
wrongs caused by their previous mismanagement 
of public forests. The other evil prong resuscitates 
all the old controversial sales that were shelved by 
legal challenges and/or the presence of northern 
spotted owls and marbled murrelets. The 
rider, in combination with Clinton's North- 
west Forest Plan (Option 9), is a brazen 
attempt to cut the last of our ancient cathe- 
dral forests west of the Cascade crest. 

Under subsections (b) and (c) of the rider 
(the first prong of the attack), the "comple- 
tion" and "expedited procedures for emer- 
gency salvage timber sales" release huge 
volumes of timber while suspending all 
pertinent (i.e. civil and environmental) fed- 
eral laws. The rider applies to both the US 
Forest Service (USFS) and the Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM). According to an 
agency report to Congress, total USFS vol- 
ume figures (BLM figures are not available), 
top four billion board feet. Contributions 
to this volume come from nearly every 
national forest in the country. 

Regional and individual forest timber vol- 
ume breakdowns show that the focus of the 
first flank of the attack is on vast stretches of 
native forest, many of which are in roadless 
areas in Montana and Idaho. Region 1, North- 
ern, plans to extract over 627 million board 
feet (MMBF) and Region 4, Intermountain, 
will cut nearly 700 MMBF. Much of the 
volume from these regions will fragment 
precious roadless areas, rendering them in- 
eligible for future wilderness designation. 

Region 2, Rocky Mountain, plans to extract 
less than 96 MMBF, and Region 3, Southwest, 
is shooting for 61 MMBF. Region 8, Southern, 
has a target of over 307 MMBF of which a significant 
part — over 149 MMBF — comes from Mississippi. 
The region's exorbitantly high volume is probably 
due to the increase in chip mill operations in the 
area. Region 9, Eastern, is pushing just over 218 
MMBF. Most of the individual forests' volumes in 
these regions are smaller than a single timber sale in 
the Northwest. However, the ecological effects of 
the smaller volumes in these regions could be just as 
devastating because of the smaller size of these 
forests. 

The big push in the West under the new "Emer- 
gency Salvage Program" targets the forests in the 
eastern parts of Washington, Oregon and Califor- 
nia. These forests cover vast areas and have consid- 
erable amounts of fragile old-growth Ponderosa 
pine. The misconception is that fire suppression, 
high-grading, and other mismanagement can be 
fixed by logging out the biomass these systems 
require to recover. 

Region 5, Pacific Southwest, will target over 818 
MMBF. As usual, the volume leader is Region 6, 
Pacific Northwest, which will extract nearly 1,139 
MMBF from the great conifer rainforests. Yes, that's 
over a billion board feet, a quarter of the national 
volume produced by the rider! 

The second prong of the assault is contained in 
subsection (k) of the rider. Subsection (k) paragraph 
(1) mandates that the "318" sales be logged "with no 
change in the originally advertised terms, volumes, 
and bid prices, all timber sale contracts offered or 
awarded before that date in any unit of the National 
Forest System or district of the Bureau of Land 
Management subject to section 318 of Public Law 
101-121." The 318 sales are leftover from another 
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timber rider, introduced to Congress in 1989 by the 
"architect of extinction" Oregon Senator Mark 
Hatfield. This rider mandated the logging of spotted 
owl habitat; only those units determined to be 
"occupied" by spotted owls or marbled murrelets 
were spared. 

Subsection (k) paragraph (2) states that "no sale 
unit shall be released or completed under this sub- 
section if any threatened or endangered bird species 
is known to be nesting within the acreage that is the 
subject of the sale unit" (emphasis added). The 
timber industry lawyers and lobbyists who wrote 
this bill were very careful with their word choice. 
"Occupancy" for marbled murrelets is currently 
determined by the behavioral pattern of circling 


above the nesting area. The timber industry argues, 
however, that "known to be nesting" should be 
defined by finding egg shell fragments and fecal 
rings high in the old-growth canopy, where the 
murrelet lays its egg on a mossy branch without 
actually building a nest. Evidence of the nest is 
almost impossible to find without climbing every 
tree. With this interpretation, virtually all units 
currently considered "occupied" would be released. 

Which definition will stand is presently being 
decided in court. Judge Michael Hogan is to make 
his ruling any day. If Hogan rules against the threat- 
ened and endangered birds (he has never ruled 
against the timber industry), and the appeals court 
upholds his decisions, the worst-case scenario will 
be upon us. He will have effectively released every 
formerly illegal USFS and BLM timber sale in the 
states of Oregon and W ashington. Nearly 1 . 1 billion 
board feet (1,099 MMBF) from 184 shelved timber 
sales could be added to the volume released by the 
rider. (Note that the volumes quoted here are on the 
high side. The USFS was only able to provide the 
original, pre-cut volumes for all the sales.) 

But that wasn't enough for the timber industry. 
Subsection (k) paragraph (3) will "provide the pur- 
chaser an equal volume of timber, of like kind and 
value" if it is in fact "known to be nested" by a 
murrelet. The word "kind" was also carefully chosen. 
They don't just get equal value, they get big fat trees. 
In the <~ , se of the Siuslaw National Forest (Oregon 
Coast Ra».g- he District Ranger actually stated that 
the replacement volume just doesn't exist! 

The Coast Range 318 sales alone are said to repre- 
sent 25 percent of all remaining marbled murrelet 
nesting habitat in the lower 48 states. The USFS 318 


sales, with known nesting sites of threatened and 
endangered bird species, add up to over 408 MMBF. 
It is a volume of old growth the timber industry 
made sure it would not have to give up. The total 
volume of 318 sales from both BLM and USFS that 
could be released by the rider adds up to nearly 
751.4 MMBF. The "318 sales" represent the best of 
what is left of classic old-growth habitat. It is this 
volume of giant trees — worth top dollar on the 
export market or as veneer — that has the timber 
industry drooling! 

My biggest fear is that some of the more moderate 
and visible factions of the environmental commu- 
nity (nationals and larger regional groups) support 
the President's plan, and even support his reelec- 
tion, in a misguided hope of killing the rider. This 
is entirely unacceptable behavior for those 
vho are supposed to be advocates for the 
mvironment. 

A look at the sales in the range of the 
northern spotted owl is also revealing. The 
President likes to claim he ended the "gridlock" 
over logging in this region. In fact he simply 
loosened the jammed logs which are once 
again flowing to the mills and the export 
docks. Less than half of the older, multistory 
forests left in the owl's range received the 
supposed protection of the President's plan. 

Let's not forget whose signature made the 
rider law . The USFS and BLM have proven 
that they were unable to obey the law when 
there were laws in our public forests. It was 
because the USFS consistently lost in court 
that the rider was created. We simply cannot 
trust the agency to do the right thing. The 
obvious solution to "Logging Without Laws" is 
Laws Without Logging! 

For information on how YOU can help the 
zero-cut campaign contact the author at 
Native Forest Council, PO Box 2 190, Eugene, 
OR 97402, (541) 688-2600, Fax (541) 461- 
2156, email: zerocut2@aol.com. 

FINAL NOTE 

On December 5, Judge Hogan ruled again 
in the never-ending saga of ecosystem de- 
struction. He had only to read the salvage 
rider verbatim to condemn the old growth 
to death. Subsection (d) of the rider specifi- 
cally states that Option 9 cannot be enforced. Sub- 
section (k) mandates that every 318 sale be cut 
without delay. No interpretation on Hogan's part 
was necessary. He simply prescribed the letter of the 
law. 

What Hogan will rule upon very soon is whether 
the rider require the Forest Service and the BLM to 
make available every sale ever planned out in their 
histories, including those that were once in Desig- 
nated Wilderness Areas and National Parks. The 
rider deems all logging in compliance with federal 
environmental laws, overriding any other treaties, 
conventions, international agreements, etc. 

In addition, sales under the rider "shall not be 
precluded because the costs of such activities are 
likely to exceed the revenues derived from such 
activities." 

It is probably better that the public, and the 
environmental community, for that fact, accept the 
reality that Option 9 never protected our forests. 
Because of the ruling, restrictions on logging have 
ceased to exist in the Northwest, but industry never 
obeyed the law anyway. 

On a rough draft of this article a friend wrote 
"Hogan would sell his own mother." Well, not 
quite — but almost! One of the timber sales he fated 
to death surrounds Barklow Mountain in South- 
western Oregon where Hogan spent much time as a 
youth. This mountain was named after Hogan's 
grandfather, a former county commissioner. Hogan 
remarked, "Personally I wish the Forest Service 
never sold any of that [timber]." Holding to the 
letter of the law, Hogan sold out his grandfather's 
name sake! 



Lawsuit Threat Stops Salvage Timber Sale 


in the Chiricahua Mountains 


by Southwest Center Biological Diversity 

The Southwest Center for Biological Diversity suc- 
cessfully stopped the first attempt to implement the 
"logging without laws" salvage rider in the Southwest. 

In response to complaints from environmental 
groups, the Coronado National Forest withdrew its 
decision to "salvage" log a quarter million board feet 
of timber in the Chiricahua Mountains of southeast- 
ern Arizona. Environmentalists had vowed to file suit 
against the Forest Service for failure to involve the 
public. They also vowed to charge the Agency with 
contempt of court charges for violating a court order 
and a settlement agreement barring all commercial 
timber sales until studies are conducted on the effects 
of logging on endangered species. 

Salvage refers to the practice of logging forests 
which have burned. The Rustler Salvage Sale was 
scheduled to log timber within an area burned by 
the Rattlesnake Fire in 1994. Early in 1995, the 
Coronado National Forest alerted the public that it 
was considering a salvage sale in the Rattlesnake 
Burn area, and that public comments were wel- 
come. After Congress passed the "logging without 
laws" rider of the Recession Act, however, the Forest 
Service suspended public involvement, refusing to 
respond to the comments sent in by concerned 
citizens. Additionally, the agency excluded the sale 
from environmental analysis, environmental laws, 
and from citizen appeal. According to Kieran Suck- 
ling, Director of the Southwest Center for Biological 
Diversity, "the Chiricahua are one of Arizona's most 
loved forests. When the Forest Service saw the 


opportunity to cut the public out, it jumped at the 
chance. The message here is that when the public 
disapproves of logging, the Forest Service will make 
backroom deals behind our backs." 

As horrendous as the "logging without laws" sal- 
vage rider is, it does have minimal requirements for 
public involvement. "The Coronado National Forest 
refused to follow even these minimal standards," 
said Suckling, "because this sale is so unpopular." 

Environmentalists vowed to file a motion with 
Judge Muecke on Friday, December 8, 1995, charging 
the Forest Service with contempt of court if the agency 
did not withdraw the sale on December 7, 1995. 

Additionally, the timber sale violated a court 
order barring all commercial logging on National 
Forests in Arizona and New Mexico. On August 
12, 1995, US District Court Judge Carl Muecke issued 
an injunction stopping all timber sales in the South- 
west until the Forest Service completed studies on 
the effects of logging on the threatened Mexican 
spotted owl. An agreement was eventually reached 
between environmentalists and the Forest Service 
releasing a few select sales from the injunction. In 
return the Forest Service agreed it would abide by 
the judge's order and not seek to release any addi- 
tional sales. 

"There is no end to Forest Service lawlessness," said 
Suckling, "not only can't they follow the law, they 
can't even follow a court order or a signed agreement." 

The Southwest Center for Biological Diversity has 
moved. Their new address is PO Box 17839, Tucson, 
AZ 85731; phone (520) 733-1391; fax 733-1404; 
email: swcbd@igc.apc.org. 



Montanans Rally to Stop 
Lawless Logging 


by Phil Knight 

Over a hundred local citizens turned out for a rally 
at the Bozeman Federal Building on November 21, 
to protest logging proposed in Hyalite Canyon, a 
popular recreation area. Hyalite is the #1 recreation 
area in Region 1 (Intermountain), and is used by 
hikers, fishermen, handicapped people, climbers, 
skiers, hunters, etc. 

Initiated by the Yellowstone office of the Native 
Forest Network and organized by a grassroots coali- 
tion, Citizens Against Lawless Logging, the Novem- 
ber 21 rally drew people from all walks of life. The 
rally participants demanded that the Forest Service 
hold a public hearing on the Hyalite proposal and 
asked Senator Max Baucus to introduce legislation 
to repeal the salvage rider. Hundreds of letters to Mr. 
Baucus requesting repeal have been collected in the 
Bozeman area alone. 

The Gallatin National Forest announced on No- 
vember 1 the "Hyalite II Timber Salvage Sale" in 
Hyalite Canyon. The Hyalite timber sale has been 
exempted from public review and environmental 
laws under the infamous "salvage rider" which 
targets public forests across the country for logging 
under a bogus claim of "forest health crisis." Hyalite 
is the first area on the Gallatin National Forest 
proposed for this lawless logging. The sale, origi- 
nally proposed in 1990, was shut down this year by 
a lawsuit which was filed in 1991. The suit was 
successful because the Forest Service failed to con- 
sider the impacts of adjacent private lands logging 
in analyzing the sale. 

The Gallatin NF, which is targeted with 14 million 
board feet of salvage, has been virtually shut down 
the past several years because the forest is so impor- 
tant for wildlife habitat and recreation, and due to 
the impacts of private lands logging on "checker- 
board" inholdings within the Gallatin. The salvage 
rider is once again opening up the fragile lands of 


this spectacular comer of the Yellowstone ecosys- 
tem to heavy logging. 

The Forest Service's current scoping documents 
list a series of "issues" to be "considered" before they 
ignore them all and log it anyway. Cumulative 
impacts are not among the issues to be considered. 
One huge area to be logged is directly across the 
canyon from Practice Rock, one of the most popular 
rock climbing areas in the region. 

Another issue the Forest Service is ignoring is the 
danger associated with log trucks hauling on the 
narrow, steep Hyalite Canyon road, which is heavily 
used by recreationists. Many of the sale units are to 
be helicopter logged, requiring helicopter pads right 
along the road in the narrow canyon. Sounds real 


safe, dangling logs over the traffic! 

Hyalite is a perfect example of what is wrong with 
lawless logging. The Forest Service has dredged up 
an old timber sale which had been stopped by a 
successful lawsuit, and re-offered a larger version of 
the sale as salvage. Now there is no way to appeal it 
or sue to stop it. However, people still have their 
voices, their bodies and their commitment to stop 
this rip-off of public forests. 

Please write Gene Gibson, District Ranger, US 
Forest Service, Bozeman Ranger District, 3710Fallon, 
Box C, Bozeman, MT 59715; (406) 587-6920. 

For more information contact Native Forest Net- 
work Yellowstone, PO Box 6151, Bozeman, MT 
59771-6151; (406) 585-921 1; email: nfn@igc.apc.org. 



Shasta EF'.ers join in the salvage rider fun with an action at their local Forest Service regional headquarters. 
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THE LAST OF THE OLD GROWTH IN THE OLYMPICS 


Freddy Hugging 

On a typically rainy Thursday night, 
November 30, 25 activists met in Olym- 
pia to organize one of many actions 
that lie ahead for the Olympic Na- 
tional Forest campaign. The meeting 
was called that afternoon in response 
to word that the first of 1 1 "318" sales 
in the Olympic National Forest, Caraco 
Cat, had fallen victim to the saws. The 
courts had previously enjoined these 
sales from being logged in order to 
protect the marbled murrelet and 
northern spotted owl. But the salvage 
rider put them back on the chopping 
block. By five am Friday the riffraff had 
assembled in Sequim, Washington, 
sleepless, yet eagerly anticipating the 
day ahead. The logging trucks driving 
up the road were met by a group of 
folks bearing gifts. We offered freshly 
brewed coffee and home-made vegan 
goodies (we hear a lot of loggers are 
going vegan these days) in the hopes 
that they might put down their 
chainsaws and take the day off. Appar- 
ently loggers don't discuss business 
over breakfast and found another way 
into the sale unit. 

Soon after, uninvited Forest Service 
Law Enforcement came to crash the 
party. The Freddies were quick to point 
out a lock on the gate which had mys- 
teriously appeared the night before. A 
closure was then placed on the area. A 
television news camera, local reporters 
and our own media were allowed into 
the closure to document the effect of 
two day's logging. The result was some 
positive media coverage both in the 
newspapers and on TV. 

Respectful dialogue continued for 



There just isn't much intact forest left in the Olympic National Forest, certainly very little old growth. 


the next few hours. At one point a 
pileated woodpecker came down to 
the protest site, seemingly to express 
her anger at the destruction of the last 
of her ancient forest habitat in the 
Caraco Creek drainage. Everybody 
present voiced their concern over the 
fate of our national forests. We feel 
this is an important step toward mak- 
ing this a successful campaign. We 
have shown our willingness to engage 
all sides in our attempt to once again 
let peace reign over our Olympic range. 
Freddies, reporters, loggers and activ- 
ists were able to all circle together and 
thank everybody for the open, non- 
confrontational communication. It is 
likely that we'll continue hugging 


trees, not freddies, and that the rest of 
our actions will not end like this one. 
The Rest of the Story 

On November 17, 40 of us rallied in 
downtown Seattle at the Federal Build- 
ing, where we handed out over 500 
cards asking people to call Clinton to 
demand a repeal of the salvage rider. 

We have hiked and photographed 
several of the 11 salvage sales, finding 
45 degree and steeper slopes, and some 
huge trees. The sales have been noted 
as owl forage habitat. They are home 
to many other endangered species , 
but the rider does not allow for survey- 
ing of any timber sales. 

We have started offering non-vio- 
lent civil disobedience training to 


people who want to join us on 
the front lines. Call our contact 
numbers listed below or write us 
at the contact addresses in the 
directory [page 39] to get in- 
volved. 

What You Can Do To Help 

•Attend a non-violent civil dis- 
obedience training, join an affinity 
group, and prepare to get arrested 
protecting ancient forests. 

•Be a supporter for those of us on 
the front lines. 

•Volunteer to help with the logis- 
t, tics of moving people, food and 
I gear to the protest lines. Provide 
^ support for those who are jailed. 
§ ‘Provide competent pro bono le- 
| gal aid. 

f «Send us something from our 
| wish list. We are collecting cold/ 
wet weather gear for upcoming 
woods actions in preparation for 
what we expect will be a long, 
wild winter. 

•Send us your hard-earned $$ so we 
can get to the woods, and pay our 
phone and copying costs. 

Wish List 

Saws, hammers, shovels, hand axes, 
picks, pulaskis, buckets; sleeping bags, 
blankets, rain gear, warm non-cotton 
winter clothing; tarps 12'xl2' and 
larger; ropes and climbing gear; 
kitchenware; canned, dried and fresh 
food; skis and snowshoes; flashlights, 
walkie-talkies, CB radios, 35 mm cam- 
eras and/or rolls of 400 ASA film; video 
camera w/accessories and/or tapes. 

Contact Seattle EF! at (206) 545- 
0866, Cascadia EF! at (360) 352-6521, 
and Olympic EF! at (360) 385-7141. 



by Mick Garvin 

For you who've been away or not paying atten- 
tion, the Cascadia Free State is hard-pressed by 
foreign (US) saws after the cumulative disasters of 
Option 9, the salvage rider and Judge Michael 
Hogan's reading of that rider's language. On Sep- 
tember 6, activists from all over the Cascadia 
bioregion began a blockade of the Warner Creek 
arson-salvage sale, and after rain, snow, federales, a 
record-setting (as of December 1 4th) 1 00 days, damn 
few people, and no arrests, we are proud to say, 
"NOT ONE STICK LOGGED!" 

As the Cascadians held the blockade at Warner 
Creek against the US Forest Service and Thomas 
Creek Lumber for the 83rd day (November 27), our 
favorite local fredderale law of- 
ficer, Melody, and one of her 
buddies visited the camp. After 
girding their loins to brave the 
snow and the overwhelming mel- 
low of the Cascadians, they 
trudged through the encampment 
(the drawbridge was down to en- 
courage the public to come in and 
set a spell) and went up the re- 
formed Forest Service Road 2408 
to gawk at Evolution Creek. This 
watercourse is now running 
through a chasm over eight feet 
deep and 15 feet wide as it crosses 
the late, unlamented 2408. After 
staring into its depths long enough 
to risk frostbite, they retreated to 
their dinner-mint on wheels and 
rolled down the hill. Exhausted 
by the visit, Warner World raised 
the drawbridge and called it a day. 

Just in time, too, because a local 
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exorcism went awry and demons cast from a nearby 
herd of swine (four-legged) leapt into the body of 
Melody's compatriot, who roared back up the hill, 
and, frothing slightly, proceeded to assault the wall 
with a pocket knife. Finally he ceased and in a voice 
disturbingly like Linda Blair's, informed the 
Cascadians that they were "blocking public access." 

"The public is welcome," came the reply from the 
activist locked down in the crow's nest, 20 feet over his 
head, "just not people like you when they're repre- 
senting hostile foreign powers." Luckily, this confused 
the demons inside the unfortunate fredderale; he and 
Melody were able to leave and we sincerely hope she 
got him some help quickly. 

Since then, the Warner Creek Blockade has broken 
existing records for duration, as well as gamering rave 
reviews from Northwest bed- 
and-breakfast afficionados. 
Come join in this happenin' 
scene, but call for reservations. 
We Need You and 
Your Stuff! 

The Cascadia Forest Defend- 
ers have been hard at work 
throughout the wildlands of 
the Pacific Northwest, taking 
direct action where nothing 
else (especially time) is left. 
So what do we want from you? 
YOUR BODY, OF COURSE! 
...And money, quality radio 
gear and technical assistance, 
polypro™, snowmobiles, a 
386 lap-top computer, a hi-8 
video camera, cell phones, 
climbing rope, tipis, wood 
stoves, auto mechanics, hack- 
ers, etc. 


Send all of the above, requests for information, 
the addresses of your friends and family (active and/ 
or rich) and orders for our bitchin' "Cascadia Forest 
Defenders-Roadpecker Local 2408" T-shirt to: 

Cascadia Forest Defenders, PO Box 11122, Eugene, 
OR 97440; (541) 343-7305; email: mickey@efn.org 

Cash donations greater than $20 will get you a 
pound or so of our favorite ex-road FS 2408, to put 
on the mantle next to your hunk of the Berlin Wall. 
Just let us know where to send it. 

It may also interest you to know that there will be 
a Cascadian Winter Rendezvous at the Warner Creek 
encampment at the end of February, immediately 
prior to the soon-to-be-radicalized Environmental 
Law Conference in Eugene. Call for directions and 
info; it will be a snow camp, so snowshoes, cross- 
country skis and inner tubes are appropriate dress. 
Rumor Control 

Recently a stir arose in the Cascadia region about 
a newspaper report on the Oregon Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration's (OSHA) activi- 
ties in the Warner Creek area. It seems OSHA has 
gone on record saying it may be too dangerous to 
log Warner Creek (burned trees might fall on some- 
one and whatnot). When the story broke in the 
Eugene Register Guard, many thought Warner Creek 
had been definitively saved from the rapacious saws 
of the USFS. This, however, is not the case. The 
OSHA angle is old news; the reporter was just look- 
ing for a new angle on Warner Creek (thus giving us 
more of the kind of press we couldn't buy, even if we 
had the money). The Forest Service has not, to our 
knowledge, changed its collective mind on logging 
Warner Creek. They are altering their plan to reduce 
the risk to loggers, but they're still hell-bent on 
cutting. So for those of you who haven't come to the 
Free State because of the OSHA rumor, disregard it 
and get your butts out here. 



The author inspects a fine example of 
Cascadian handywork — Full Moon Gorge. 





The Blue Mountains Need Your Help 


While much attention has been riveted on spec- 
tacular old-growth sales going down in places like the 
redwoods, Sugarloaf and Cove/Mallard, under the 
"logging without laws" salvage rider an already mas- 
sive logging program is being quietly escalated in 
eastern Oregon, Washington and Idaho. Over half of 
Oregon's forests lie east of the Cascades in the more 
arid high desert country where the local population 
is sparse and visitors are far more rare than in the lush 
westside rainforests. In these drier eastside forests 
pines and firs take centuries to grow 40 inches or 
more in diameter. Here, old growth is roughly de- 
fined as 21 inches (diameter at breast height) or 
greater, a less dramatic size but equally crucial to the 
regions' biodiversity of species and natural ecosys- 
tem functioning, such as water filtration, carbon 
storage and nutrient cycling. 

"Highgrading" (removing just the big trees of the 
preferred species, usually Ponderosa pine and west- 
ern larch) was severe as long ago as the late 1920s and 
early 1930s. Yet old growth seemed so endless that in 
many areas only the largest trees were taken and fir 
were often ignored, leaving mature pine and fir to 
grow to become the last patches of old growth 
remaining today. 

Roadless areas are especially crucial to the preserva- 
tion of native forests because they represent the last 
sizable unlogged areas; the only places outside of 
designated wilderness still capable of sustaining far- 
ranging large predators sensitive to human distur- 
bance, such as wolverine, gray wolf, grizzly bears and 
lynx. Sensitive native plants also have a better chance 
of survival in roadless areas because they often re- 
quire the moisture characteristics of closed-canopy, 
unlogged forests which have been decimated else- 
where due to trampling and foraging by livestock. 

Roadless areas are often adjacent to "rock and ice" 
designated wilderness. Taken together these wilder- 
ness complexes are frequently large enough to en- 
able survival of wolverine (which need winter ranges 
of about 150 square miles) and pine marten (male 
pine marten need home ranges between 2,288 to 
5,386 acres). 

One such place currently proposed for salvage 
logging is the Aldrich roadless area. Ponderosa pine 
six to seven feet in diameter are marked for cutting. 
Beneath the forest canopy, rotting woody debris is so 
moist that water trickles out when chunks are broken 
off and squeezed, even on hot summer afternoons. 

Although this sale does not currently include a 
heavy continuous cut, the scattered cuts which stretch 


over 1,444 acres will punch holes in this intact 
ecosystem. This will seriously impact the viability of 
the sensitive species that have been pushed into this 
small corner for refuge. 

The ranchers who live directly below Aldrich are 
opposing the sale with a lawsuit. They pointed out 
that any logging on the steep and highly unstable 
slopes will likely lead to landslides and erosion which 
would clog the streams with silt. The streams are 
surrounded with alder and ninebark and are teaming 


with aquatic life including redband trout. The 
geologist's report confirmed the ranchers fears by 
stating that the area "has high landslide potential." 

Other sale areas outside of roadless areas may also 
require help to survive the current forest holocaust 
under the salvage rider. These include some notable 
fire sales, euphemistically dubbed "fire recovery" 
projects by the Forest Service. A good example of the 
injustices perpetuated under the guise of "fire recov- 
ery" is the Reed fire sale on the Lang Creek District of 
the Malheur National Forest. Logging is proposed for 
752 acres of the fire area, including 293 acres of the 
former Greenhorn Mountain RARE II Roadless Area. 

Overlapping three watersheds, the Reed sale en- 
compasses predominantly steep slopes over tributar- 
ies to salmon and steelhead habitat (in the Middle 
Fork John Day River), bull trout habitat (in Big 
Boulder Creek) and redband trout habitat (in Lemon 
Creek). Logging these steep slopes could seriously 
damage riparian habitat and sensitive, threatened 
and endangered fish populations. Continued cattle 
grazing in the area — especially now that a highly 
palatable sterile wheatgrass seed has been seeded and 
grown throughout the area — could greatly increase 
the erosion, sedimentation and loss of riparian veg- 
etation. 

Much of the burned area proposed for logging is 
pristine old growth, where large snags are still stand- 
ing, offering high-quality hiding cover, significant 
canopy closure and moisture retention even after the 
fire, as well as habitat for cavity nesters. Despite 
claims in the Environmental Assessment that only 
dead trees would be cut, a significant amount of live, 
green old trees are within the sale. Much of the fire 
area did not burn intensely, and left a mosaic of live 
and dead trees with substantial green canopy. The 
two largest sale units contain many green firs marked 
to be cut, including old growth. We found one live 
grand fir marked to be cut that is over four feet in 
diameter (centuries old on the Eastside). The tree had 
only the slightest scorch mark at the base, like so 
many other live fir allegedly "dead or dying." 

It's been over a year since the fire and these trees are 
still vigorous, having survived drought, insect defo- 
liation and fire only to be threatened by the Forest 
Service in the name of "Forest Health" and "Fire 
Recovery." 

Another scam that followed the passage of the 
savage rider is the new tactic of taking previously sold 
timber sale and reworking it, reincorporating many of 
the sale units that had been deferred before on the 

basis of science. 
For example, they 
reincorporate the 
old growth, 
northern gos- 
hawk corridors 
and fledgling ar- 
eas, sensitive ri- 
parian areas and 
such, that were 
taken out of these 
sales before the 
change in politi- 
cal winds towards 
logging without 
laws. 

The big old Pon- 
derosa pines have 
been marked to be 
cut once again 
and protection for 
species like gos- 
hawk is virtually 
nonexistent. Sales 
being revamped 
by the Bear Valley District of the Malheur National 
Forest in this way include the Fawn II, Billy II, S.F. Deer 
II and Trio sales, all of which are second sales offered 
from deferred areas of already sold sales in the same 
area. The Trio sale is a combination of three older sales 
in a very green, healthy watershed, with old-growth 
Ponderosa pine marked to be cut and active goshawks 
and sharp-shinned hawks in proposed sale units. 

The original sales (planned mainly in 1993) are bad 
enough in themselves, mostly originally planned as 



Waterfall on Wray Creek in the Reed fire area after the fire 



Old-growth Ponderosa to be cut as part of the Trio Fire salvage sale 


old-growth sales in the last larger blocks of Ponderosa 
pine and some mixed conifer pine-fir old growth on 
the Malheur National Forest. Although agreements 
with activists were made (under threat of a compre- 
hensive lawsuit) not to cut the old-growth diameter 
trees, the sales were not removed from the logging 
plan. The logging of mature trees as planned would 
effectively diminish or destroy old-growth habitat 
value by eliminating multilayered canopy structure, 
canopy closure needed by old-growth-dependent 
species, and replacement old trees with future large 
snags and downed wood. 

These older sales are disastrous because they will 
diminish old-growth habitat — especially in Ponde- 
rosa pine stands. Such sales include Scotty (now being 
logged), Myrtle Park (sold), Blade and Cove (sold), 
Hogflat and Billy. Scotty and Myrtle Park were planned 
in beautiful larger stands of old-growth Ponderosa 
pine, which were selectively high-graded long enough 
ago to now have recovered significant old-growth 
habitat value. The Billy and Blade sale areas both 
contain goshawk habitat important to local and re- 
gional goshawk viability, with the Cove sale area 
providing goshawk corridor habitat. Hogflat and the 
original Driveway sale areas are located in vulnerable 
transitional zones where forests barely manage to 
persist into the high desert sagebrush prairies. Planned 
logging in these areas could change the microclimate 
and moisture retention of soils enough to make regen- 
eration of healthy forest very difficult. 

We intended to include these sales in a lawsuit 
filed by the Natural Resources Defense Council and 
numerous grassroots Eastside plaintiffs, including 
the Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project, but some 
have already sold, making them harder to stop. Now 
the salvage rider may render most litigation largely 
symbolic, though useful for educating the public 
and inspiring them to kick out this lawless right- 
wing Congress. 

Some of these sales have already been sold, some 
could be sold at any time and many could go down 
as early as this winter or early spring. The time is long 
past for writing letters or filing appeals. We need you 
to come out to these areas, hike them, appreciate 
their beauty and diversity and form an attachment 
and commitment to them for the fight that is to 
come. For more information (such as how to obtain 
maps for these areas, weather conditions for access, 
etc.) write the Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project, 
HCR-82, Fossil, Oregon 97830. 

Please address your concerns to Oregon Governor 
John Kitzhaber, 254 State Capitol Bldg., Salem, OR, 
97310, (503) 378-3111; Region 6 Regional Forester 
USFS, 333 SW 1st, Portland, OR, 97204, (503) 326- 
2954. 
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Good News for Headwaters 

Wildlife Biologists May Have to Hike and Camp 


by Randy Ghent 

Activists usually view the California Department of Forestry 
(CDF) as bureaucratic buck-passers who wear blinders to gross legal 
violations and internal mistakes — such as "NO UNATHORIZED 
PARKING" stenciled all over the curb outside its offices. 

From such a slapdash agency, you'd never expect an intelligent 
response to an egregious logging plan. But that's exactly what 
activists got on November 29. 

Pacific Lumber Company, through its subsidiary Salmon Creek 
Corporation, submitted a road-building plan to CDF back in March 
that would extend the existing "Death Road" through Headwaters 
Grove for a mile, nearly cutting the grove in two. [To avoid details 
and suspense, skip to final four paragraphs.] 

The "Timber Harvest Plan," THP 1-95-099, was designed to access 
roadless areas of Headwaters Grove for future logging and "scien- 
tific study." The proposed road roughly follows an existing wildlife 
study trail, but the company complains that surveyors should be 
able to drive to their observation stations to save time and reduce 
the environmental impact associated with sleeping in the woods. 

In other words. Pacific Lumber advocates studying whatever 
wildlife remains after the corporation irreparably desecrates what's 
probably the largest pristine redwood 
habitat left. 

The existing portion of the "Death 
Road" is eroding into the adjacent 
Little South Fork Elk River, even 
though the road was built only sev- 
eral years ago and has never been 
used intensively. Species such as the 
raven normally don't frequent in- 
tact redwood groves. But they've in- 
vaded Headwaters along this wide 
swath of destruction — potentially 
preying on marbled murrelet eggs 
and chicks. The "Death Road's" ex- 
tension would cut through the heart 
of Headwaters Grove, causing similar 
problems there, including a change in 
microclimate. 

The California Department of Fish and 
Game (known as Squish and Maim, un- 
fairly in this case), based its opposition to the 
road plan on existing laws: "The determina- 
tion made by the RPF [registered professional 
forester], that significant impacts will not occur, 
did not acknowledge the potential impacts to a) 
known listed species, or b) species which could be 
present, and for which either no surveys have been con- 
ducted or the surveys appear to have been conducted to an 
unacceptable level of confidence or probability of actually 


finding the target species [usually the marbled murrelet]..." 

By contrast, Pacific Lumber's Timber Harvest Plan predictably reads: 
"This THP will not have a significant impact to the MAMU [marbled 
murrelet], either direct or cumulative, considering the magnitude of 
anticipated disturbance (eight acres) relative to the magnitude of 
MAMU habitat (2,900 acres) in the immediate vicinity." 

Such ignorance of conservation biology can be painful to observe. 
Pacific Lumber says it intends to construct a "seasonal truck road" for 
which "all the trees within the 80- to 100-foot-wide road construc- 
tion easement must be removed by clearcutting." Additional trees 
outside the easement could be cut if Pacific Lumber feels they pose 
a safety hazard. And with Pacific Lumber, no discretion goes unabused. 

On November 29, over 40 Earth Firstlers descended on CDF's 
Fortuna office — site of this year's post-Rendezvous action — to rally 
and participate in a review meeting for the road scheme. After 
hearing comments from the public, CDF review chairman Joe Fassler 
announced his panel's unanimous recommendation to deny Pacific 
Lumber's plan. Upon hearing the decision, activist-forester Tracy 
Katelman responded, "On behalf of the taxpayers of California, I'd 
like to thank you for upholding the public trust." 

Activists expect Richard A. Wilson, CDF's statewide director, to 
uphold the denial formally by December 20. After that, everyone 
awaits Pacific Lumber's whiny appeal to the state Board of Forestry, 
in which the company will argue its property rights have been taken 
without compensation. To give you a sample of the pro-road plan 
argument, here's Pacific Lumber "resource manager" Tom Herman: 

"The Rules clearly reflect the legislative decision of the Timber- 
land Productivity Act that timber harvesting, not 
species protection, is the use which State law says 
should be made of these lands... The owner's right 
to harvest cannot be denied on the basis of specu- 
lation, fears, or unsupported assertions 
of opinion." (Speaking of unsupported 
assertions, Herman's daughter, inciden- 
tally, says her father won't let her wear 
Esprit clothing because the company 
donates to radical environmental 
causes.) 

So it's not over 'til it's over. 
Like any other environmen- 
tal campaign, all victo- 
ries are temporary and 
all losses are perma- 
nent. But Headwa- 
ters activists, eight 
years into the cam- 
paign, never quit. 
To find out why, call 
Northcoast Earth First! 
and come visit the majes- 
tic grove yourself. 



More Old Growth Found in Massachusetts 

Threatened by Ski Expansion 


by Andy Buckley 

There is little old-growth forest remaining in Massachusetts. Dr. 
Peter Dunwiddie, a plant ecologist at the Massachusetts Audubon 
Society, has documented 26 sites of ancient forest remaining in the 
state, all west of the Connecticut River. Altogether, the sites total 
less than 300 acres. 

During the spring, Donna Brownell, the head of the environmen- 
tal group WEST (Watchdogs for an Environmentally Safe Town) 
and her husband documented a stand of trees on Wachusett 
Mountain which was later confirmed as old growth by ecologist 
Robert Leverett. WEST is opposing ski area expansion on Wachusett 
Mountain which would lead right through the newly discovered 
old growth. 

The forest seems to have survived due to the fact that part of it is 
contained within a large, sloping boulder field which made it fairly 
inaccessible to early woodcutters. Gnarled, thick-barked trunks of 
sugar maple, yellow birch and northern red oak stand among lush 
ferns and mosses which blanket the floor of this primitive land- 
scape. Due to the harsh mountain climate, the trees are fairly small 
in diameter for old growth. However, one cannot walk through this 
area without reverence for the perseverance which many of the 
trees display. Many of the trunks grow upward at odd angles. The 
roots of some tenaciously cling to the edges of small cliffs or fight 
to elude boulders and embed themselves in the soil. 

According to Leverett, forester Thomas Lynch and Wachusett 


Meadow Sanctuary director Joe Choiniere, the old-growth forest is 
approximately 40 acres. The rings of samples taken indicate the trees 
range from 133 to 295 years old. Several of the core samples did not 
reach the exact center of the trees, thus the estimates are conserva- 
tive. 

In order to ensure the stand's survival, Leverett stated that the old 
growth heeds a half-acre buffer zone on each side. Forester Lynch said 
"There's no ifs, ands or buts about the 40 acres. With the buffer we're 
up to about 80 acres and still counting." 

The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Management 
(DEM), which is in charge of managing public land throughout the 
state will ultimately decide the fate of the forest. So far the DEM's 
reaction has been positive. They seem enthusiastic about the old 
trees, though there is no current law in Massachusetts which ensures 
protection of old growth. At a recent meeting of the DEM's advisory 
council, individuals spoke both for and against the protection of the 
ancient trees. Though the DEM appears to be interested in protecting 
the forest, nothing is definite at this point. A study of the old growth 
should begin sometime soon. Until it is completed, we are left 
wondering what will become of the old growth as well as Wachusett 
Mountain Associates' plans to expand the ski area. 

The next meeting of the DEM advisory council is scheduled for 
January 31, 1996 at 7 pm at the Wachusett Mountain State Reserva- 
tion. Come speak out for forest protection! 

For more info contact Mass EF! PO Box 708, Littleton, MA01460 or 
WEST PO Box 690, Westminster, MA 01473. 



Bad ^ewsfor Maine Greedmongers 


Things are looking up! If we can 
keep the politicians' cash-greased mitts 
off the process, there's not gonna be a 
wood chip port on Wassumkeag (aka 
Sears) Island on the wild Maine coast! 
No megawood chippery of the Maine 
woods! No industrial Babylon fouling 
upper Penobscot Bay! Wild Maine can 
win. But don't relax... Now's the time 
to pay careful attention to the behind 
the scenes stuff — Big Industry is call- 
ing in its political debts — a Japanese 
company interested in Maine wood 
chips! 

Maine Department of Transportation 
Commissioner John Melrose whined 
"What will I tell the Governor?" when 
Army Corps of Engineers officials re- 
cently told him that unless the Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency , National 
Marine Fisheries Service and US Fish & 
Wildlife Service reverse their findings, 
the Corps will have to turn down the 
state's permit application. All three fed- 
eral agencies say they can't back down, 
the project would so clearly mega-vio- 
late environmental laws. But federal 
agency staffers say they're waiting for 
the slime of the influence peddlers to 
flow downhill to them from Washing- 
ton. "It's not a matter of IF, it's a matter 
of WHEN!" one scientist said. 

The federal agencies are so disgusted 
at Bucky Owen of Department of In- 
land Fish & Wildlife and Robert Alden 
of the Department of Marine Resources 
for their disgraceful groveling to Maine 
Governor King's export crowd, they 
are going to ask them to debate LIVE 
in front of the Corps. Owen and 
Alden's embarrassing defense of obvi- 
ous environmental degradation have 

made Maine's natural resource agen- 
cies the laughingstock of New 
England's scientific community. 

The EPA and USFWS staffs each 
devoted several pages of their reports 


to the wood chip issue, saying the 
Supplementary Environmental Im- 
pact Statement (SEIS) for the port has 
got to look at how wood chipping up 
to 38,000 acres of the Maine woods 
per year would affect the wild world 
and existing businesses. Good work, 
everyone that addressed this at the 
public hearing or wrote them! John 
Devillars of the EPA supports EPA 
staff's findings, but says he's willing 
to TRY to develop a mitigation plan 
that'd work. (Not a chance.) 

Maine AFL-CIO has said NO to the 
port unless the state certifies that no 
wood chip export will be allowed 
through it. Everyone knows that any 
"written promise" that King makes 
to never EVER let the port be used for 
wood chip and raw log export 
wouldn't be worth the wood chip it 
was made from. Anyway a chipless 
port would be small enough to put 
on the mainland. So let all the above 
bureaucrats, politicos know which 
way to row. 


Japanese paper giant, New Oji, has 
announced its interest in Maine wood 
chips. They're already buying wood 
chips from the southeastern US. Con- 
tact Mr. Shimimura, head of New Oji's 
US operations in Seattle, WA (206) 
622-2820 and set him straight. 

The person to watch is Lieutenant 
Colonel Michael Bradbury of the Army 
Corps of engineers, who has the power 
to grant or deny the state a Clean 
Water Act Section 404 permit. So far, 
he's inclined to reject the permit. He's 
a new kernel and this is his first BIG 
case. His job is a two-year appoint- 
ment. The project might get yanked 
out of his hands to be approved by the 
Army Corps HQ in Washington. If 
that happens, then the legal beagles of 
the Conservation Law Foundation 
could sink their litigatory fangs in. 

Now what? Keep an eye on Snowe, 
Cohen, Longley, Baldacci (fence-sit- 
ters). They're likely to spearhead the 
corruption in DC. Call Bubba's opin- 
ion line (202) 456-1111. Tell the Prez 


to stand up for his agencies in New 
England. Also, watch the Maine De- 
partment of Environmental Protec- 
tion. The Department of Environmen- 
tal Protection's Bangor office is sup- 
posed to decide whether to give the 
project a state Natural Resource Pro- 
tection Act permit. They are going to 
pass it off to the Board of Environ- 
mental Protection (1-800-452-1942), 
a governor-appointed "citizen's board" 
that recently ruled it was OK for the 
military to leak jet fuel into Penobscot 
Bay. Keep a careful eye on these eco- 
yuppies. King hopes to tempt them 
with a deal whereby they get paid to 
"manage" the rest of Sears Island, if 
they sign off on the port. For more 
info, contact Coastwatch! PO Box 
181 1, Rockland, ME 04841,(207) 469- 
2552 or (207) 596-7693. 

Addresses: Lt. Col. Michael 
Bradbury, District Engineer, US Army 
Corps of Engineers, 424 Trapelo Rd., 
Waltham, MA 02254, (800) 362- 
4367, fax (617) 647-8303; Stacey 
Beyer, Maine Dept, of Environmen- 
tal Protection, 106 Hogan Rd, Bangor, 
ME 04401, (207) 941-4570, fax 941- 
4584; Ronald Lambertson, Regional 
Director, USFWS, 300 Westgate Cen- 
ter Dr., Hadley, MA 01035-9589, 
(413) 253-8328; Andrew Rosenberg, 
Regional Director, NMFS, One 
Blackburn Dr., Glouscester, MA 
01930, (508) 281-9300, fax 281-9301; 
John Devillars, Director, EPA Region 
One, JFK Federal Center, One Con- 
gress St, Boston, MA 02203, (617) 
565-3420, fax 565-4940; Gov. King 
(207) 287-3531, fax 287-1034; Bangor 
Rep. Baldacci (207) 942-6935; Bangor 
Sen. Snowe 1-800-432-1599; Portland 
Rep. Longley (207) 774-5019. 

— Maine Coastwatch! 



Rip Rude Roads from VA (please) 


by Sherman Bamford 

In November, the US Forest Service announced 
that it will prepare an Environmental Impact State- 
ment if the Virginia Department of Transportation 
puts US 58 on its six-year plan. The proposed US 58 
is an expensive four-lane highway with, seemingly, 
very little support. It would rip open Mt. Rogers 
National Recreation Area, a trout stream, and part of 
the Appalachian Trail. 

During a recent public comment period on the 
issue, the Forest Service received 1007 responses. Of 
these, 732 stated clear opposition to the road. Many 
of the remaining responses expressed opposition to 
various facets of the project, but did not express clear 
opposition to the four-lane. Only 1 1 responses (about 
one percent) were clearly for the proposal. 

An additional proposal thrown into 
the stew, the Volney-to-Damascus 
connector, could be just as envi- 
ronmentally and economically 
costly as the four-lane (the 
connector is a "super" 
two-lane). The 
Volney-to-Damascus 
connector would go 
through, or very near, a pre- 
mier roadless area that is an 
importantblackbearcorridorbetween the Chero- 
kee National Forest in Tennessee and the Mt. Rogers 
National Recreation Area. 

Also in the Mt. Rogers Recreation Area, Area Ranger 
Steven Sherwood announced his preferred alterna- 
tive for the Whitetop Road in a pre-decisional Envi- 
ronmental Assessment (see Brigid 1995 Journal for 


more background). Sherwood wants to allow year- 
round use of Whitetop Road even though off-road 
hotdogging is eradicating local flora and fauna. Envi- 
ronmentalists predict resource damage will get so 
bad that the road will have to be closed. Sherwood 
proposes hauling large boulders up the mountain 
and increasing police patrols to keep people from 
driving off-road. His economic analysis, however, 
does not study the cost of these measures. 

Whitetop Mountain contains a Special Manage- 
ment Area that is home to many species of rare 
salamanders and plants. It seems that nothing is 
sacred to the Forest Service when a road is at stake. 

Sherwood reevaluated his original decision — in 
favor of winter closure on the top of Whitetop 
Mountain (a very small section indeed) — after four- 
„ wheel-drive advocates pressured him to 
illegally open the road for a short 
period of time. Even though they 
came to him months after the 
original decision had been ap- 
proved, Sherwood agreed 
to issue another deci- 
sion notice. Last win- 
ter, untold numbers 
of four-wheel vehicles 
3?- * ‘ got stuck in the deep snow 

on Whitetop. A representative of the Vol- 
unteer Fire Department/Rescue Squad got so sick of 
hauling the idiots off the mountain that she wrote 
the Forest Service, asking them to continue the 
winter closure. 

Comments are due January 8, 1996. Write to 
Mount Rogers NRA, Rt. 1, Box 303, Marion, VA 
24354. 



New York Times 

Divests from MacBlo 


An aggressive protest campaign has made the New 
York Times (NYT) cancel their purchasing agree- 
ment with MacMillan Bloedel. MacBlo is Canada's 
largest forest products company. They are 
clearcutting the largest lowland coastal temperate 
rainforest in the world — Clayoquot Sound in British 
Colombia, Canada. 

The two-year campaign to force NYT to divest 
included many official and unofficial acts of persua- 
sion. NYT executives, including Arthur Ochs- 
Sulzberger, Sr. and Jr. received video tapes with 
beautiful images of Clayoquot Sound followed by 
footage of activists chained to the gates of other 
MacBlo paper buyers. 

An anonymous climber hung a 20’ x 20' banner 
across the street from the NYT offices, shaming 
them in front of their own staff. NYT took down the 
banner before dawn! 

A series of vocal demonstrations with drumming, 
Canadian and American speakers, a 10,000-pound 
stump and finally a peace encampment, eventually 
forced NYT to meet with grassroots activists. 

The NYT received thousands of letters and post 
cards to which they drafted a response that was 
packed with lies. 

They won't admit it, but activism works. They 
were pressured into not contributing to the destruc- 
tion of Clayoquot Sound. If you would like more 
information on the bogus "Scientific Panel Study" 
and real British Colombia forestry practices, contact 
James Hanson at (212) 966-5244 or (212) 966-4225. 
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ANTI-TERRORISM BILL SQUASHES BILL OF RIGHTS 


by Boris Garoasat 

"We have in our midst hatemongers, bigots, and 
riotous agitators, many of whom are at opposite 
poles philosophically but who spew similar doc- 
trines of prejudice and intolerance. They exploit 
hate and fear, spread rumors, and pit one element of 
our people against another. Theirs is a dogma of 
intimidation and terror." 

President Clinton attacking the militia move- 
ment last week? No, FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover 
blasting radical protesters, early 1960s. Still, for 
those of us who recognize that the Republocrats and 
Demicans are the same animal, it isn't that surpris- 
ing to hear that William Jefferson Clinton's speeches 
on domestic terrorism sound eerily reminiscent of J. 
Edgar Hoover. Unfortunately, it has largely escaped 
public notice that Clinton's prescription for dealing 
with terrorism borrows heavily from the old Hoover 
arsenal. One example is the COINTELPRO-style 
tactics that the FBI continues to use against radical 
movements like Earth First! 

The proposed Comprehensive Terror- 
ism Prevention Act (CTPA) of 1995 con- 
tains many provisions that would make 
J. Edgar proud. Already passed by the 
Senate and under consideration in the 
House of Representatives (H.R. 1710), 
this act will, ultimately, provide the fed- 
eral government with additional powers 
to intrude even further into the lives of 
ordinary American citizens. For example, 
it will allow the military to become di- 
rectly involved in civilian criminal acts 
which violates the long-honored Ameri- 
can tradition of the separation between 
civilian law enforcement and the mili- 
tary. And for individuals and groups al- 
ready considered a domestic threat, the 
stigma of "eco-terrorist" could be a fate- 
ful one. 

The Act will also allow the President 
and the Justice Department to define, 
and redefine, which domesticgroiips they 
consider to be potentially dangerous, and 
therefore subject to the dictates of the 
Act. The Act would give the FBI expanded 
authority to use wiretaps, and the infor- 


mation gained from illegal wiretaps could be used in 
court. In addition, the FBI would have access to 
private financial information without producing any 
evidence of a crime and without a court subpoena. 
Today the target might be a militia; tomorrow it 
could be the local Earth First! office, or the ACLU. 

As Senator Patty Murray, D-Washington, admit- 
ted in the floor debate prior to her "yes" vote, "We 
have no idea what kind of mistakes will be made, or 
whose rights will be infringed, when this bill is 
implemented ..." And as former Attorney General 
Ramsay Clark recently pointed out, the present 
situation could become vastly worse than the 
McCarthy era because then we had a US Supreme 
Court and a Chief Justice (Earl Warren) seriously 
concerned about the Bill of Rights. Today, Chief 
Justice Rehnquist and his Court are happily giving 
away the Bill of Rights, and would no doubt enjoy 
assistance from Congress and the President. 

AJ1 citizens would be wise to remember the words 
of Supreme Court Justice Louis Brandeis who once 


wrote: "Experience should teach us to be most on 
guard to protect liberty when government purposes 
are beneficent . . . The greatest dangers to liberty lurk 
in the insidious encroachment by men [sic] of zeal, 
well-meaning but without understanding." 

Considering the cowardly acts in New York, 
Oklahoma and Arizona, adding to federal power 
might seem reasonable until one realizes that 
such broad and undefined powers typically end 
up getting abused. Just look at what has happened 
in the past when government agents get too 
uppity with their power: the American Indian 
Movement, the Black Panthers and the Puerto 
Rican Independence Movement have all suffered 
at the hands of the Federal government. Judi Bari 
is still battling the FBI in court, years after they 
attempted to murder her. EF!ers and others need 
to take notice of how significantly this piece of 
legislation would facilitate federal harassment of 
"radical" groups. Visualize Congressional subcom- 
mittee hearings on monkeywrenching or eco- 
terrorism! In sum, we cannot per- 
mit our government to allow un- 
controlled spying by the FBI 
which has a long and sorry his- 
tory of violating our constitu- 
tional rights. 

Since the CTPA is still being con- 
sidered in the House, it is IMPERA- 
TIVE that you write to your repre- 
sentative and President Clinton and 
DEMAND that they vote against 
this shortsighted, antidemocratic 
legislation. You can also write to 
Henry Hyde, chairman of the House 
Judiciary Committee; Dick Armey, 
House Majority Leader; Newt 
Gingrich, Speaker of the House; 
and Dick Gephardt, House Minor- 
ity Leader. 

The representatives can be con- 
tacted at House Office Building, 
Washington, DC 205 1 5, (202) 224- 
3121. The President is at 1600 
Pennsylvania Ave., Washington 
DC 20500; (202) 456-1 111, email: 
president@whitehouse.gov. 



Earth Liberation Prisoners Update 


Bosco Boscovich and Maija Catts 

On June 17, the Pacific Popular Front (PPF) firebombed the French Embassy 
in Perth, Australia to protest France's nuclear testing program in the South 
Pacific. 

Two people, Bosco Boscovich and Maija Catts were arrested and charged 
with the PPF action. In August 1995, Bosco pleaded guilty to the charge of 
arson and was sentenced to three years imprisonment. Please send letters of 
support to Bosco Boscovich, Casuarian Prison, Locked Bag 1, Kwinana, WA 
6167 Australia. 

It is not yet known what happened to Maija. If anyone (especially those in 
Australia) has any information on Maija, they are requested to contact the 
Earth Liberation Prisoners Journal. The address is ELP, c/o Box 23, 5 High Street, 
Glastonbury, Somerset, England. 

Keith Mann 

Keith Mann is an English animal 
rights activist who was sentenced 
to 14 years imprisonment on De- 
cember 19, 1994. He plead guilty 
to five charges: possession of ex- 
plosive substances under suspi- 
cious circumstances (a common 
garden weed killer), incitement (al- 
legedly writing animal rights lit- 
erature), economic damage of meat 
vehicles (£ 6,000 of damage), es- 
caping from custody (after 20 
months without a trial!), and at- 
tempted arson to a chicken factory 
farm. Guilty pleas usually result in 
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about one-third less than a full sentence for saving the courts time and money, 
but not in this case. Mann's sentence is that of a murderer, yet he has caused 
no injury to anyone. Fortunately, Mann has certainly not been deterred by 
this lengthy sentence. "If they were prepared to give me 14 years, they were 
saying I have made an effect..." We are demanding justice for Keith Mann! For 
more information and to help support this ALF prisoner, contact Justice for 
Keith Mann, c/o International Coalition Against Animal Abuse (ICA), PO Box 

1135, Hassocks, West Sussex, England BN6 8AA. 

Lise Olsen 

It has been over three years since Lise Olsen hung lanterns from a 
billboard to illuminate her anti-fur message. Yet, the State of Illinois will 
retry her after she served the entire prison sentence for the trumped up 
charge of "possession of incendiary devices." Olsen has received unprec- 
edented harassment from both the state and the federal authorities. Her 
retrial comes after an Aug. 4, 1995 appellate court decision that her 
conviction had been illegal because the trial judge allowed evidence 
which biased the jury. 

While in prison, the FBI attempted to scapegoat Olsen on another case, a 
smoke bomb incident allegedly "claimed" by animal rights activists. The 
resulting persecution included grand jury investigations, a pretend murder 
investigation, subpoenas and fingerprinting at gun point. In a dramatic 
attempt to protect herself, Olsen re- 
quested that as a condition of bond 
she at last be banded with an elec- 
tronic tracer so no more charges can 
be fabricated which incriminate her. 

For details about Olsen's case, refer 
to the Lughnasadh '95 EF!J, or con- 
tact Lise Olsen, 5530 S. Cornell, Apt. 

3H, Chicago, IL 60637. 



MORE IMPRISONED 
ACTIVISTS LISTED 
ON PAGE 39. 





Stream Restoration: ! Colossal Hoax 


by Denzel Ferguson 

Flimflamming the public is an American pastime. 
PT Barnum's "Man Eating Chicken" turned out to 
be just that — a man eating chicken. But Barnum was 
a novice compared to modern practitioners of stream 
restoration. He never dreamed of such deception, 
free-flowing dollars, or public naivete. 

The need for restoration is valid — thanks to past 
grazing, logging and mining abuses. Riparian zones 
are the most severely degraded ecosystems in the 
nation — 70 to 90 percent destroyed, with 80 per- 
cent of what remains in unsatisfactory condition 
(the worst in history). A 1987 Oregon Environmen- 
tal Council report identified livestock grazing as the 
leading cause of riparian degradation in 11 river 
basins in eastern Oregon. 

A myriad of streams no longer flow, or do so 
only intermittently. Most other streams are too 
wide, too shallow, too hot, polluted, sediment 
clogged, unshaded and produce inadequate sum- 
mer flows. The adverse effects on resident and 
anadromous fishes, invertebrate communities, 
wildlife and dependent downstream consumers 
are well documented. 

Current stream conditions reflect past igno- 
rance, greed and deliberate abuse. Restoration of 
sick streams is easy — simply stop the abuse that 
created the problem. But that option requires us 
to identify and indict the faults of abusers — an 
incisiveness with which society is most uncom- 
fortable. Consequently, we opt for a technologi- 
cal fix — giving the appearance of restoration while 
doing business as usual. 

The leading deception of so-called stream restora- 
tion has been the expensive and labor-intensive use 
of "hard structures" within stream channels. These 
procedures include riprap (boulder walls along cut 


banks), logs and root wads (stumps, with roots 
attached) cabled to stream banks or huge in-stream 
boulders, and weirs (logs buried in opposite banks 
to form a shallow upstream impoundment and a 
downstream splash pool). 

While local media, some agencies, and groups 
representing extractive industries remain enthusi- 
astic about such projects, experience, investigations 
and monitoring have shown them to be not only 
worthless, but actually counterproductive. 

For example, riprap involves the use of non- 
indigenous quarry rock, which is unaesthetic and 
likely to remain so for thousands of years. Also it 
impedes siltation and the establishment of native 
anchoring vegetation, while creating abnormal 
stream dynamics. Riprap redirects stream flows into 
opposing banks, creating the need for more riprap. 

Instream boulders are also foreign to the system. 
Piles of unused material are usually left at stream- 
side, where they stand out as being conspicuously 
alien. In channels, these huge boulders collect the 
sun's rays all day and transfer heat to already too hot 
water all night. They also redirect currents in unan- 
ticipated and undesirable ways. 

Logs and root-wads usually wash away at times of 
high water, and are often exposed above water level 
during the critical season of warm weather and low 
flow. Logs and root-wads also create abnormal stream 
dynamics, which cut banks and cause huge sedi- 
ment loads to be washed downstream and depos- 
ited in new locations (usually in essential deep- 
holding pools). 

Weirs prevent a healthy narrowing and deepen- 
ing of channels. When this was pointed out to a 
Forest Service fisheries biologist, he was aghast and 
said, "I guess we're going to have to dig all these 
out." Dr. Hiram Li, a fisheries specialist at Oregon 
State University, has shown that when weirs are 


placed in stream segments having a steep gradient, 
nearly all fish feed in the upper pool, rendering 
the downstream pool an irrelevant, costly repli- 
cate. In Camp Creek (a tributary of the Middle 
Fork of the John Day River in eastern Oregon), 256 
weirs were installed at an estimated cost of $750 
each. Many are in series. Because pools above 
weirs retain water in shallows for extended peri- 
ods, water temperatures increase, adding to an 
existing hot water problem. 

The Bonneville Power Administration (which 
wants a cap on costs related to saving salmon) has 
squandered millions of dollars on hard-structure 
projects (as have many other agencies). In 1991, 
when BPA employed a team of experts to inspect 1 6 
projects in the Grande Ronde and John Day basins, 
they judged the projects to be worthless and re- 
ported that fencing the streams from livestock was 
the most effective restoration technique observed. 
After that, BPA claimed it would no longer fund 
hard structures, except when such projects were 
well justified. 

The most amazing aspect is that hard structures 
were never intended to be used in stream restora- 
tion. The concept was developed by Dr. Ray White, 
University of Wisconsin, who stated that his meth- 
ods were to be used only in healthy streams to create 
added instream ecological or habitat diversity. White 
clearly stated that when streams are abused and in 
poor condition, the recommended procedure was 
to stop the abuse and let nature bring the stream 
back to a healthy condition. Only then would he 
recommend the use of hard structures. 

So we have spent a bundle, put on an entertaining 
show, and it was all smoke and mirrors. Barnum 
must be smiling in his grave. 

Denzel Ferguson is the co-author of Sacred Cows at 
the Public Trough. 


Developers threaten unique plant species 



Reckless overdevelopment is the primary reason southern California 
is the epicenter of extinction in the continental United States 


by David Hogan 

In late September, the Southwest Center for Bio- 
logical Diversity (Southwest Center) filed a lawsuit 
against the US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) over 
the agency's failure to list six San Diego and Orange 
County plant species as endangered or threatened 
under the Endangered Species Act. The final listings 
were due on October 1, 1994. In the listing proposal 
of October 1993, FWS indicated that the Del Mar 
manzinita, Encinitas coyote bush, Orcutt's 
spineflower and short-leaved stone crop are in dan- 
ger of extinction throughout all or a significant 
portion of their range, and proposed them for en- 
dangered status. The Del Mar sand aster and Big- 
leaved crown-beard are likely to become in danger 
of extinction within the foreseeable future, and are 
proposed for threatened status. The failure to list 
these species stands as yet another example of FWS' 
"if we don't dismantle the Endangered Species Act, 
Congress will" roll over dead policies. 

All six plants are found largely within the few 
remaining patches of southern maritime chapar- 
ral. Southern maritime chaparral is a unique asso- 
ciation of shrub and herb species with an ex- 
tremely limited distribution — it is found only in 
Orange and San Diego Counties. At the time of 
whitey's arrival in southern California, remnant 
prehistoric (cooler and wetter) climactic condi- 
tions and nutrient poor, sandy soils limited the 
distribution of the plant community. But adversity 
creates diversity, as illustrated by the amazing 
array of shrub and herb species this ecosystem 
contains. In addition to natural limitations, present 
distributions of this plant community have been 
hammered by coastal development. 20,620 acres 
of southern maritime chaparral are estimated to 
have blanketed sandstone lands in the fog belt in 
prehistoric times. That acreage number has been 
reduced by nearly 90 percent; today, less than 
2,530 largely fragmented acres remain. 

Most remaining southern maritime chaparral is 
found on a few large parcels of private land cur- 


rently proposed for develop- 
ment; notably, Carlsbad's Can- 
yon de las Encinos, San Diego's 
Carmel Mountain (Neighbor- 
hood 8A) and Encinitas' Green 
Valley. Some acreage also re- 
mains in "backyard" type open 
space easements (my backyard 
as a kid had a half acre.. .very 
cool stuff), as well as small 
private lots in coastal North 
San Diego County and south- 
ern Orange County commu- 
nities. Thus, fragmentation of 
this habitat is severe. This frag- 
mentation has led to loss of 
species viability through elimi- 
nation of fire, isolation of ge- 
netic material, and other fac- 
tors. The importance of the 
preservation of the few remain- 
ing larger habitat blocks is not even debatable if 
extinction of these plants is to be prevented. 

The Fish and Wildlife Service will no doubt re- 
spond to our suit with the claim that these species 
are accounted for in ongoing multiple species/habi- 
tat extinction planning efforts. Protection of these 
six plants and southern maritime chaparral habitat, 
however, is not adequately addressed in multiple 
species conservation documents for San Diego, North 
San Diego County cities, and Southern Orange 
County. Instead, FWS, the City of San Diego, and 
developers are attempting to pull a "fast one" by 
claiming that these species will be "covered" by 
these plans ("coverage" is supposed to mean that 
protection of key populations of imperiled species 
are protected) while implementation of the plan 
would actually allow for destruction of the last 
important blocks of southern maritime chaparral. 
Securing a listing for these species will give conser- 
vationists the "large stick" necessary to see that 
protection for these species is real. 

In the past, the Southwest Center has never lost a 


species listing timeline lawsuit. Things are a bit 
more complicated now, however, due to the Con- 
gressional moratorium on final listings under the 
ESA. We are closely watching another California 
final listing case where a judge ordered FWS to list 
the red-legged frog despite the moratorium. The 
Service (you remember, the agency charged with 
protection of imperiled species?) immediately ap- 
pealed the lower court's decision to the Ninth Cir- 
cuit Court of Appeals... and there it sits. FWS would 
have been required to list the frog until such a time 
that the appeals court decides on the issue, but they 
went so far as to request that the Supreme Court stay 
(delay) the lower court's order until addressed by 
the 9th circuit. Sheesh! Meanwhile, the final listing 
moratorium runs out on November 16, and its 
anyone's guess what riders will be on the next 
appropriations bill to land on ol' "backbone" Bill's 
presidential desk. The ninth circuit's decision will 
pave the way for protection, or extinction, of the 
southern maritime chaparral species. 
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Shell Assasinaies Opponent 
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by John E. Peck 

O n November 10th Af- 
rica and the rest of 
the world lost one of 
its most passionate and promis- 
ing voices for environmental 
and social justice. The Abacha 
regime of Nigeria, with at least 
the tacit consent of Shell Oil, 
executed renowned environ- 
mentalist, playwright, and hu- 
man rights advocate, Ken Saro- 
Wiwa, along with eight of his 
colleagues. All nine had been 
tortured and starved for days 
prior to their murder, and be- 
cause of "faulty equipment" it 
took five attempts to finally 
hang Saro-Wiwa. 

In brave defiance of the 
regime's riot troops and death 
squads, thousands of Nigerians 
openly wept and protested Ken 
Saro-Wiwa's death as his body 
was unceremoniously dumped 
in a Port Harcourt cemetery. 

Troops now occupy his native 
Ogoniland. Seventeen other ac- 
tivists await execution for being part of the grassroots democratic 
movement against corporate greed and state terrorism in Nigeria. 

Shell Oil is one of the most bloated business behemoths in the 
world. Since 1958 Shell has pumped out nearly $30 billion worth 
of crude from a tiny 400-square-mile region of southeastern 
Nigeria inhabited by 500,000 people known as the Ogoni. Though 
it formally left Ogoniland in 1993, Shell remains Nigeria's largest 
foreign investor, splitting the profits from its output of a million 
barrels per day with the state-owned Nigerian National Petro- 
leum Company. About 45% of Nigeria's oil exports are destined 
for US consumers, mostly in the form of gasoline. The hard 
currency this earns supplies 95% of the Abacha regime's current 
war chest, as well as 12% of Shell's total world output worth $1.6 
billion annually. 

The Ogoni people have had to endure an endless nightmare of 
petroleum contamination and government persecution. Between 
1982 and 1992 Shell Oil spilled over 1.6 million gallons of oil 
from its Nigerian operations, polluting crops and rivers. Gas 
flares are everywhere, belching fumes that sicken people and 
exterminate wildlife. Toxic waste pits and sludge ponds strewn 
across the delta have poisoned coastal mangroves and jeopar- 
dized the livelihood of fishing communities. Some observers 
have aptly dubbed Ogoniland the "Drilling Fields." 

Popular resistance began to grow, and by January 1993, over 
300,000 people attended a nonviolent demonstration organized 
by Saro-Wiwa and the Movement for the Survival of the Ogoni 
People (MOSOP) against Shell Oil's deadly presence. On April 30, 
1993, when 10,000 villagers gathered to protest laying of more 
pipelines across newly planted fields, Nigerian troops opened fire 
and killed ten people. A subsequent "slash-and-burn" campaign 
by the regime's death squads left 30 villages destroyed and 
hundreds of people dead. 

Inal 993 interview with the Wall Street Journal, a Shell spokes- 
person attempted to rationalize the violence by saying that "on 
occasion (we've) been compelled to ask for assistance [from the 
government]." A far less subtle May 12, 1994 internal Nigerian 
military memo states: "Shell operations still impossible unless 
ruthless military operations are undertaken for smooth eco- 
nomic activities to commence" and went on to recommend 
"wasting operations" against "especially vocal individuals." 

Ken Saro-Wiwa was subsequently arrested along with others on 
charges of murdering four pro-regime Ogoni leaders, despite the 
fact that he was nowhere near the scene of the crime. His death 
sentence by a military tribunal was almost a foregone conclusion. 

Not surprisingly, the heartless oil giant refused to speak on Ken 
Saro-Wiwa's behalf, stating "it is not for a commercial organiza- 
tion like Shell to interfere in the legal processes of a sovereign 
state such as Nigeria." In a recent British ad, Shell Oil even 
argued, "It's easy enough to sit in our comfortable homes in the 
West, calling for sanctions and boycotts against a developing 
country. But you have to be sure that knee-jerk reactions won't 
do more harm than good." As an apparent reward to the Abacha 
regime for a "job well done, " Shell Oil has since announced it will 
be going ahead with plans for a $3.8 billion liquefied natural gas 
operation in Nigeria's delta. / 


Since Saro-Wiwa's murder people have been organizing US actions 
to expose Shell Oil's "blood for oil” policy in Nigeria. On November 
11, there was a protest march by about 25 people at UW-Madison, 
followed by a candlelight vigil on November 12. Activists at Stanford 
conducted a mock hanging outside a popular campus theater. On 
November 1 7, activists picketed a Madison Shell station. On Novem- 
ber 23 about 40 people held a memorial rally around a makeshift 
gallows with nine nooses on the campus of U W-Eau Claire, Wiscon- 
sin. Students at Libertyville High School outside Chicago have also 
launched their own anti-Shell campaign. Larger demonstrations are 
regularly occurring outside the Nigerian regime's offices in New 
York City and Washington, DC. 

In Madison, we took our outrage into the sanctimonious halls of 
academia, into each and every reading room of the College Library, 
into the computer labs, down State Street, into the cafes, chanting 
and holding speakouts at each place to force Madisonians to face the 
horrible thing that had happened in Nigeria. We must have spoken 
to six or seven hundred people by the time the day was through. 
Halfway through the march we attracted a police escort. 

This march was in lieu of the Earth First! workshop session 
scheduled for the "Ecological Resistance Movements" conference 
on the UW-Madison campus. In the following weeks, numerous 
Shell stations were picketed and sabotaged across Wisconsin, cost- 
ing the Shell conglomerate thousands of dollars. 

Ken Saro-Wiwa once prophetically noted that "human life doesn't 
mean much to those who have benefited from the oil." Now he's 
become just another victim of the Abacha regime's terror on behalf 
of Shell Oil's greed. Though it is too late to save the lives of Ken Saro- 
Wiwa and his brave colleagues, people can still take action in 
defense of the Ogoni people and the popular democratic struggle in 
Nigeria. Big Oil must be held accountable for its genocidal campaign 
in Nigeria, Burma, Ecuador, and elsewhere through consumer boy- 
cott pressure, selective purchasing policies and campus divestment 
campaigns. For starters, cutting up and returning Shell credit cards 
does send a message! 

Students can educate and activate others by screening the docu- 
mentary the "Drilling Fields" about Shell Oil's destruction of Ogoniland 
(available from Greenpeace), passing university resolutions con- 
demning the executions, and organizing public readings of Ken Saro- 
Wiwa's poems, plays, and essays. At this critical juncture in the 
democratic struggle for Nigeria's future, those of us who can raise our 
voice in solidarity without fear of reprisal need to do so. Long live Ken 
Saro-Wiwa! May his sacrifice for freedom and justice not be in vain. 

Send protest letters/faxes/calls to: General Sani Abacha President 
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, State House Abuja fax (Oil) (234) 
(9) 523-2138. Ambassador Zubair Kazaure, Nigerian Embassy, 1333 
16th St. NW, Washington, DC 20036; (202) 822-1500, fax (202) 775- 
1 385. C.A.J. Herkstrter, Royal Dutch Shell, Carel van Builantlandtaan 
30 2596 HR, the Hague Netherlands fax (Oil) (44) (171) 934-5555. 
Philip Carroll, One Shell Plaza, PO Box 2463, Houston, TX 77252; 
phone (713) 241-6161, fax (713) 241-5522; Nigerian "Hotline" (713) 
241-1218. For up-to-date info on the Nigerian situation contact 
Africa Fund at (212) 962-1210; email: africafund@igc.apc.org and 
Africa Policy Information Center at (202) 546-7961, email: 
apic@igc.apc.org. 
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Vandana Shiva Reams Ronald McOonaW 


Vandana and the gang take Ronald for a roll in the Bejing mud. 


...and Puts KPC 
in the Prying Pan 

The Bangalore City Corporation in Karnataka, India recently canceled the 
license of Pepsi Foods Limited.'s first Kentucky Fried Chicken outlet in the city, 
saying that the food was "adulterated, misbranded and unfit for human 
consumption." 

The closure came close on the heels of an ultimatum issued by Prof. M.D. 
Nanjundaswamy, President of Karnataka Rajya Ryota Sangha (the State Farm- 
ers' Organization). 

Professor M.D. Nanjundaswamy along with Dr. Vandana Shiva, Director of the 
Research Foundation for Science, Technology and Natural Resource Policy and 
Ms. Maneka Gandhi, former Union Minister for Environment, addressed a large 
meeting in Bangalore, where they listed the health and environmental hazards 
of allowing transnational "junk food" corporations to operate in the country. 

"Junk foods which are meat based, will affect our efforts to return to 
sustainable agriculture," said Dr. Shiva, explaining how such outlets would 
encourage factory farming and result in loss of indigenous farm animal 
diversity. This would have a very deleterious effect on the agricultural economy 
of the country. 

The issue had been taken up in the Indian Parliament earlier, when members 
of the Opposition parties had questioned the ruling party's decision to allow 
transnational corporations to open "junk food" outlets because they would 
affect people's health and the environment and have a negative impact on 
Indian culture, which accords respect to all life forms. 


by Cathleen McGuire 

The Fourth World Conference on Women in Beijing, China offered an 
extraordinary opportunity for over 40,000 women around the world to net- 
work, organize, and return to their home countries with reinvigorated agendas. 
However, ecofeminist attendees were sorely disgusted by the utter lack of 
environmental consciousness on the part of the Forum organizers. 

Why was this not a "green" conference? Thousands of plastic water bottles 
were just tossed away with the regular trash, and none of the vast reams of waste 
paper seemed destined for recycling. To celebrate the opening, organizers' 
released over 20,000 doves and hundreds of balloons obviously unaware that 
many animals mistake the balloons for food and often choke to death. Also, 
tents for special constituencies — alter-abled, peace/anti-nuclear, youth, indig- 
enous, lesbian, etc. — were everywhere. Why was there no environmental tent? 

The food was another indicator of the Forum's absence of ecological con- 
sciousness. This was definitely not a vegetarian conference. Worst of all, the 
Forum organizers saw fit to consign valuable booth space to the granddaddy of 
junk food, McDonald's 

1 smelled the unmistakable odor of charred flesh and congealing grease long 
before I saw the tent bearing those notorious golden arches. The forum 
organizers were obviously in the dark on this one. Let's face it: If you re gonna 
invite corporate criminals like McDonald's to an international gathering of 
women, and seat a life-sized, plastic Ronald McDonald's out front, you're asking 
to be zapped! Two women from Earth Island Institute in San Francisco initiated 
a spontaneous protest. They upturned Ronald, smeared him with blood 
(catsup), and endeavored to educate the gawking customers about the evils of 
Big Mac consumption. 

Meanwhile, Vandana Shiva, the renown ecofeminist activist and scientist 
from India, at her workshop appropriately titled "Globalization, Food Security, 
Patents and Pesticides," called for a march to culminate at McDonald's. Her 
contingent joined a large crowd of spirited protesters already at the scene. Our 
chants included: "Eat Chinese!, ""'Support the Local Economy" and "Monocul- 
ture is Bad Food!" One placard said it all: "Stop Poisoning Our Bodies! Stop 
Clearcutting Our Forests! Stop Polluting Our Environment! Stop Concentration 
Camps for Animals! Stop Cultural Imperialism!" 

Before an army of cameras, a group of us picked up Ronald McDonald and 
hurled him in the mud. The Ronald statue was molded in a seated pose, when 
he was face-down, his behind stuck ignobly in the air. Vandana Shiva couldn't 
resist jabbing her umbrella point into his obnoxiously bright yellow buttocks. 
The crowd cackled uproariously while we high-fived each other in glorious 
triumph. Eventually, three shaken McDonald's employees rescued Ronald, 
hauling his battered body away for the rest of the conference. 


The author (left) gives it to Ronald with Vandana Shiva. 


"I brainwashed youngsters into doing wrong. I want to say I'm sorry to children 
everywhere for selling out to concerns who make millions by murdering animals. " 

— Geoff Giuliano, The original Ronald McDonald 


Yule 1995 Earth First! Page 17 




Mahogany Boycott Heats Up in US 


by Rick Spencer and Atossa Soltani 

Two rainforest activists were arrested on October 
19 after chaining themselves to a bed in Kimball 
International's furniture exhibit at the International 
Furniture Market in High Point, North Carolina. 
Kimball was the target of protest because mahogany 
is the primary wood used in their furniture line. 

Atossa Soltani, of Rainforest Action Network (RAN), 
and Rick Spencer, of EarthCulture, were arrested 
and charged with trespassing and released on an 
extremely high, $5000 bail. Outside the Furniture 
Market, about 30 activists affiliated with the Envi- 
ronmental Awareness Foundation dressed in black 
and marched in a mock funeral procession protest- 
ing the industry's use of mahogany. The Furniture 
Market in High Point is a bi-annual event which 
features 2,200 furniture companies. It is attended by 
over 70,000 buyers from 85 countries. Last April, 
two people were arrested for hanging a 30'x 20' 
banner which read, "Mahogany is Murder on 
Rainforests and Indigenous Peoples." 

As the richest legally available stands of ma- 
hogany trees have been depleted, logging compa- 
nies have moved into the areas set aside for indig- 
enous control and wildlife protection. At the hands 
of hired gunmen, indigenous people have had their 
lives threatened and in some cases have been killed 
defending their land. The Korubu, Flecheiros, Tikuna, 
Awa-Guaja, Zoro, Mura-Praha, Guapore and Uru- 
Eu-Wau have all lost tribe members in the battle to 
protect their lands. 

The US is the largest importer of Latin American 
mahogany. The furniture industry is the largest 
contributor to the death and destruction caused by 
the mahogany trade. Furniture companies could 
help protect rainforests and indigenous peoples by 
refusing to buy mahogany products. Given the 
poor law enforcement and corruption prevalent in 
Brazil and Bolivia, there is just no way to ensure 
that a given mahogany shipment is legal and not 
stolen from Indian communities. 

In addition to Kimball, other companies who sell 



mahogany furniture include the Lane Group and 
its subsidiary, Hickory Chair, in addition to Drexel 
Furniture, Bassett, Krages, Baker Furniture, La-Z- 
Boy, Bernhardt Contract, Brueton Industries and 
Cabot Wrenn. Major mahogany importers who 
buy from illegal logging operations in Brazil in- 
clude Robinson Lumber, Dan K. Moore, 
Tradelink, Thompson Mahogany and 
Nordisk. The top ten importers handle 80 
percent of all mahogany shipments. 

Assaults by loggers on native communities 
have increased in frequency and intensity in 
the past two years all over the Brazilian 
Amazon. The situation is particularly hot 
right now in the Xikrin Kayapo's Bakaja 
reserve in the state of Para. Federal police 
and officials from Brazil's Indian Affairs Bu- 
reau went to the region at the beginning of 
October to defuse a potential armed conflict 
between the Kayapo Indians and the Sudoesie 
logging company. In September, in the state 
of Acre, two hired gunmen threatened the 
life of Father Paolino Baldassari, a 70-year- 
old missionary and logging opponent. 

The current unsustainable level of defores- 
tation will soon push many species to extinc- 
tion, to say nothing of the human rights 
violations. According to the Brazilian Insti- 
tute of Environment, Latin American Ma- 
hogany ( Swietenia macrophylla) is in danger of 
extinction. Last year, mahogany came close 
to getting listed under Appendix II of the 
Convention on the International Trade in 
Endangered Species (CITES) which would have 
regulated trade. Of the three species of ma- 
hogany in commercial trade, two are already 
listed on CITES. 

If we are to stop this ecologically destruc- 
tive and genocidal practice, we must turn 
the heat up in our own country. The ma- 
hogany campaign is well established in the 
UK, but just forming in the US. We need to 
stigmatize mahogany as we've stigmatized 


fur. Switch it from a status symbol to a symbol of 
cruelty. Several direct actions are now in the works 
for the near future. To become more involved or for 
more information, contact Atossa Soltani at 
Rainforest Action Network, 450 Sansome, Suite 700, 
San Francisco, CA 94111 or call (415) 398-4404. 


From December 2-9 activists in 10 cities protested the furniture industry's 
use of mahogany. The above photo is from the San 
Francisco demo in front ofThomasville Home Furnishings. 


Forest Defenders Take Action to Courtroom 


by Alecia DuCharme 

Greetings from Bella Coola, BC. It's been a while 
since y'all have heard from us at Forest Action 
Network (FAN), so I'll have to do some backtrack- 
ing. On September 26, 23 FAN activists from around 
the world and Nuxalk sovereigntists were arrested 
for a 3-week long blockade of Interfor's logging road 
at Fog Creek, King Island, on the mid-coast of 
British Columbia. This sacred place is known to the 
Nuxalk as Ista, where the first woman was brought 
to earth from the heavens. The blockade started 
with eight tree sitters, and evolved into a powerful 
joint occupation to protect the land. Three Heredi- 
tary Chiefs — Quatsinas (Edward Moody), Nuximlayc 
(Lawrence Pootlass), and Slicxwliqw' (Charles 
Nelson) spent three weeks in jail for refusing to sign 
the release terms. They felt signing the release con- 
flicted with their traditional obligation to protect 
the land by appearing to cede their sovereignty 
within the Canadian judiciary. 

So on October 1 6, about 85 of us (mostly Nuxalk) 
travelled to Vancouver for the pre-trial hearing, and 
once again the Canadian legal system reared its ugly 
head. After the chiefs made their statement as politi- 
cal prisoners, two of them were literally dragged 
from the courtroom protesting that they had done 
nothing wrong and wanted to go home. Everyone 
in the courtroom raised their fists in salute and sang 
in Nuxalk to raise their spirits. After the hearing, 
about 200 Native and non-Native supporters rallied 
outside the Supreme Court to listen to speakers 
(Nuxalk elders, FAN campaigners and members of 
other First Nations) and to gather for Nuxalk songs, 
dances and prayer. The momentum led to a march 
to Interfor where about 150 people occupied their 


offices. We banged on drums, the walls and the 
floor, sang and yelled, and eventually left peacefully 
after Nuxalk council member Derek Snow met with 
the general manager of Interfor. Of course the 
manager issued the usual excuses, rhetoric and 
general BS, and surprisingly, a reluctant admittance 
to the fact that Interfor had never consulted with 
the Nuxalk before logging Ista. 

On October 17, Hereditary Chief Nuximlayc's 
wife fell ill. As the court would not allow him out of 
confinement on compassionate grounds, he was 
forced to sign the release to be with her. She tragi- 
cally passed away that afternoon in Vancouver. On 
October 18, the other two chiefs signed the release 
to be with their head chief and community during 
the mourning of their beloved elder. Signing the 
release in no way changed the chief's sovereign 
position that they maintain legal, moral and spiri- 
tual jurisdiction over their traditional lands. 

In November, the chiefs spent about two weeks on 
a speaking tour of Vancouver, Seattle, San Francisco 
and Los Angeles, networking and gathering support 
for the campaign and trial, which began on Decem- 
ber 4 in Vancouver. FAN and other groups called for 
the 4th to be an international day of support for the 
recognition of Nuxalk sovereign rights and the 
protection of all old-growth rainforests. Actions of 
support were held in Vancouver, Seattle, Winnipeg, 
New York, Pittsburgh, Los Angeles, Berlin, Munich 
and London on that day. 

Things took a funky twist in the courtroom on 
Tuesday, December 5. After the judge refused to 
recognize Nuxalk jurisdiction over their traditional 
territory and the prosecution began to present its 
ridiculous case, all of the defendants and every 
person in the audience got up as one and walked out 


of the courtroom! Out in the hallway, Chief Ed 
Moody addressed a crowd of about 60 supporters 
saying, "We don't belong in that courtroom. . . we 
are going the sovereign route because we are the 
protectors of the forests, the land and the water." 
We regrouped at a nearby park, expecting to see 
sheriffs at any moment. The prosecution asked the 
judge to issue bench warrants, who said he'd give us 
until the following day to return before issuing 
them. We didn't go back on Wednesday either, and 
the judge again delayed the warrants and gave us 24 
hours to "decide" whether we would come back 
voluntarily or be arrested. Going back would mean 
recognizing the authority of the BC courts over the 
Nuxalk people, so we decided to seek refuge in a 
local church as political prisoners, and were sure 
warrants would be issued the next morning. But, 
check this out — the judge says he sympathizes with 
our cause and will not issue warrants until our new 
trial on January 15th! Basically we told them to get 
lost and they did... for now. Ha! Keep your eyes and 
ears open come mid-January, 'cause shit will be 
hitting the FAN! 

This is just the first chapter. Interfor, Western 
Forest Products and MacBlo are road-building fast 
enough to make any earth-respecting creature wet 
itself. FAN is planning to assist the Nuxalk in reoc- 
cupying their land. We are also starting a canopy 
research station in a pristine valley, and MORE 
MORE MORE direct actions to stop the road-build- 
ing planned for early next year. So any and all 
activists and concerned folk, come hither to beauti- 
ful country and a strong spirit! Write, call or stop by. 
FAN, Box 625, Bella Coola, BC V0T ICO Canada; 
phone (604) 799-5800, fax (604) 799-5830. 
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Neive Sogobia 
is Not For Sale! 



N ewe Sogobia, the name given by the Western 
Shoshone people to the land they have lived upon, 
roughly translates as “the people’s earth mother.” 
It says much about the relationship of the Western 
Shoshone people to their ancestral homelands. The West- 
ern Shoshone Nation stretches across a large expanse of 
the Great Basin. Despite little rainfall, these lands are 
home to a diversity of life — the desert tortoise, bighorn 
sheep, antelope, lahontan cutthroat trout, beaver - as 
well as coyotes, mule deer, jackrabbits, migratory water- 
fowl and oceans of sage brush and other plant life.. Non- 
natives have frequently regarded this subtle, beautiful 
landscape as barren, worthless, or empty, and Federal 
policy from the beginning through the present day re- 
flects this hostile misunderstanding of the Great Basin 
and its Native people. 

INVASION AND TREATY 

The first impressions of white people experienced 
by the Newe (WesternShoshone) were of a people who 
knew no limits. The first whites to come to the Great 
Basin were fur-trappers who rendered beaver nearly 
extinct in the area by the 1830s. In the 1840s, 
migrants to the gold fields of California and 
arable lands of Oregon began to pass through 
Newe Sogobia along the Humboldt River, devas- 
tating the land they passed over and often shoot- 
ing the native peoples they saw out of fear and 
prejudice. In 1864, a Nevadan reported, 

“The game of the mountains and val- 
leys are being frightened away by the ap- 
pearance of the white man in this wild 
region, and the continual crack of his un- 
erring rifle. The pine nut trees are rapidly 
being cut down and used for building pur- 
poses or fuel. The bunch grass, the seed of 
which, formerly supplied the Indians with 
one of their ch ief articles of food, and which abounds 
in the Humboldt country, now fails to yield even the 
most scanty harvest owing to its being eaten off as 
fast as it sprouts by the vast amounts of stock which 
had been brought to the country by the settler ... 
Thus you will see that the means of subsistence for 
the Indian of this section for the past year and for 
the whole future, have been greatly impaired if not 
completely destroyed.” 

Occasionally, the Shoshone fought back, raiding 
emigrant trains and postal routes. Few whites settled in 
Western Shoshone territory though miners came and 
went, leaving many ghost towns, slag heaps, and ore- 
refining toxics behind them. 

Gold and silver from Nevada and California funded 
the Union side of the Civil War, and so in 1863 the US 
negotiated a treaty to protect the transport routes. The 
Treaty of Ruby Valley, the Western Shoshone agreed to 
cease war against the US and to allow construction of 
railroad and telegraph fines, mines and ranches. The 
treaty is distinct from those signed by most native na- 
tions with the US in that it cedes no land to the US: 
instead the Western Shoshone are repeatedly referred to 
as a nation, and the boundaries of this large nation 
described. Nothing in the treaty gave, ceded, sold or 
traded land to the US. 

THE WESTERN SHOSHONE AND 
U.S. BUREAUCRACY IN THE 
20TH CENTURY 

The US had immediately violated the Treaty of 
Ruby Valley by giving and selling huge amounts of land to 
railroad companies and failing to deliver the goods that 
were supposed to compensate for devastation of land and 
food sources. Already in the early twentieth century, 
Western Shoshone leaders began pressing for observa- 
tion of the treaty and justice for their people. In response 
to these demands several tiny reservations were created 
and organized under the 1934 Indian Reorganization Act 
(IRA) which allowed the US Government to install tribal 
leaders more answerable to their sponsors than then- 
people. These new organizations also broke down the 
Western Shoshone Nation into a series of smaller “tribal” 
units such as the Duckwater Shoshone Tribe, the Yomba 


Shoshone Tribe, the Tern oak Bands etc. Many tradi- 
tional people refused to recognize the new tribal govern- 
ments, and the IRA left a legacy of divisiveness that 
plagues native nations into the present. 

In 1946 the Indian Claims Commission (ICC) was 
established by Congress to hear and resolve claims aris- 
ing from US taking of indigenous nations’ lands. But the 
federal courts immediately interpreted the ICC’s mission 
as solely that of compensating for taken land, not resto- 
ration of the land. Attorneys representing claimants 
were awarded 10% of monetary settlements, providing 
an incentive for them to seek money rather than return 
of land. 

The Bureau of Indian Affairs approved a claims con- 
tract between the law firm of Ernest Wilkinson, whose 
firm helped author the ICC’s enabling legislation, and the 
IRA Temoak Band of Western Shoshone, which was 
asserted to be the sole representative of the large and 
widely scattered Shoshone Nation. The case crept through 
the ICC system for decades. In 1962 the ICC concluded 
that it “was unable to discover any formal extinguish- 
ment” of Western Shoshone land title, but ruled that the 
lands were taken at some point in the past. By 1966, 
Wilkinson and the US’s lawyers arbitrarily stipulated 
that the extinguishment of Western Shoshone title to 
over 22 million acres of land in Nevada had taken place on 
July 1st, 1872 by a process of “gradual encroachment.” 
Yet 1872 was only three years after the ratification of the 
Treaty of Ruby Valley, and the majority of Shoshone 
territory remained uninhabited by white people! The 
amount of money owed to the Western Shoshone based 
on this stipulation would be determined by the value of 
Nevada land in 1872, without interest, and minus the 
value of the few treaty goods delivered in the 1860s and 
1870s. At this point the ICC was no longer interpreting 
history, but inventing it. No taking happened in 1872 
either on paper or on the land. By 1976 virtually all 


Western Shoshone bands agreed that the ICC and 
Wilkinson did not represent their desire to have their 
land rights recognized, not extinguished. Ultimately 
even the Temoak band attempted to fire Wilkinson, but 
the BIA prevented them. 

LAWSUITS AND LAND TITLES 

The United States chose to leave these Indians where 
they were in the nineteenth century because the white man 
could see no value in their lands. The government simply 
forgot aboul them and never got around to stealing their 
lands. It now wishes to drive them off while pretending it 
happened a hundred years ago. 

John O’Connell, attorney, US v. Dann, 

1991 

Because the ICC had no independent au- 
thority to extinguish indigenous land title, a 
case involving two Western Shoshone women 
became a major test case for whether or not 
the aboriginal land rights had been extin- 
guished. Known as US v. Dann, the litigation 
began in 1974, when the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) charged the Dann sis- 
ters with trespass for grazing livestock on 
land claimed by the BLM. The Danns, as well 
as the Western Shoshone National Council, 
held that the BLM had no jurisdiction over 
Newe Sogobia and refused to apply for a 
grazing permit. 

In a series of complex arguments and deci- 
sions, the Federal courts disagreed with each 
other about whether title had been extin- 
guished, and when. US v. Dann was drawn 
out until 1980, when the district court de- 
cided that title had been good until December 
12, 1979, the date the ICC closed the Temoak 
case with an award of $26 million for the 
supposed “taking,” money still held by the 
Secretary of the Interior as trustee for the 
Western Shoshone (native peoples are con- 
sidered wards of the Secretary in many legal 
respects). Afterward, the courts suggested 
that although tribal title was decided, the 
Danns could argue a right based on “indi- 
vidual aboriginal title.” 


During the final court hearing in June of 1991, Mary 
and Carrie Dann rejected the concept of individual ab- 
original title, jeopardizing their own livelihood to defend 
the Western Shoshone as a nation. The Danns believe 
that the rights of the Western Shoshone as a nation must 
not be allowed to be broken down to individual rights by 
the US. That Summer, the BLM renewed the efforts it 
began in 1974, seeking court permission to confiscate 
their livestock and destroy their livelihood as ranchers. A 
powerful campaign of letter -writing to the BLM, the 
Secretary of the Interior and elected officials forced the 
BLM into negotiation that Fall. Despite a substantial 
reduction of Dann livestock(20% of cattle and 75+% of 
horses), the BLM ended negotiations and chose to use 
force instead. 

1992: COLUMBUS RETURNS 

On February 8, the BLM staged a roundup of nearby 
wild horses as a media event, claiming to have begun 
impoundment of Dann livestock. But only some strays 
among the 161 mustangs bore a Dann brand. On March 
26, the Western Shoshone National Council nationalized 
the livestock belonging to Mary and Carrie Dann. April 
10, the BLM and its contractors showed up again to round 
up Dann cattle. But Carrie Dann and non-violent activ- 
ists who had come to support the land rights struggle 
came out to meet them, and after a brief confrontation 
between the BLM agent and Carrie Dann, the cattle were 
released. 

On November 19, 1992, over 30 armed federal agents 
entered the Dann Ranch area, completely blocking traffic 
both in and out. The nearby towns of Crescent Valley and 
Beowawe, Nevada were cordoned off to provide security 
for federal wranglers who were rounding up horses. A 
total of 262 horses were taken, 44 of which were Western 
Shoshone horses, the rest were wild horses that were 
either gathered in other areas or had strayed into the 
allotment through broken fences. Clifford 
Dann, brother to Mary and Carrie, was injured 
in trying to block the exit of confiscated horses. 
In protest to the theft of horses he dowsed 
himself with gasoline and threatened to ignite 
himself. After being tackled by half a dozen 
law enforcement agents, he was charged with 
assault on a federal officer. Clifford asserted 
Western Shoshone sovereignty and refused to 
testify or allow cross examination of Govern- 
ment witnesses. On May 17, 1993 Clifford was 
sentenced to nine months in prison, two years 
probation and a $5,000 fine on a conviction of 
interfering with a federal official in the perfor- 
mance of his duties. 

By taking away our livestock, 
you ’re taking away our lives! 

Clifford Dann, November 1992 

Since that time the Western Shoshone National Council 
and the Western Shoshone Defense Project have contin- 
ued to move toward development of a sovereign Newe 
Sogobia within the framework of the Creator’s laws. The 
ongoing presence of the Defense Project has prevented 
further roundups in the Crescent Valley area, but the 
assault on Western Shoshone lands continues in many 
forms.... 



artwork by Western Shoshone artist Jack Malotte 


We all want to stay here. ..allowed to live in our 
own dear Mountains and Valleys as we have 
done in times gone... 

We have been born and raised here, 
the Mountains, and Valleys, with their Springs 
and Creeks, are our Fathers and Brothers. 

Statement of the Shoshones of central Nevada, 1873 




Current Threats to the 



1. The Dann Ranch: Resistance and Restoration 


damaging the range. The Danns have reduced their herds well 
below the number they formerly grazed, and currrently rep- 
resent a fraction of the users of range in the Crescent Valley 
area. Apparently white ranchers' cows behave differently on 
the land due to their grazing fees being paid! The WSDP 
believes if an environmentally and economically sustainable 
culture is to exist in the Great Basin it must begin with the 
recognition of the fundamental rights and re- 
sponsibilities of the indigenous peoples to these 

7*4 As a proactive response to these issues the 
WSDP has envisioned a restoration program 
for the Danns tradtional use area. This is a 
cooperative effort between the Danns and the 
WSDP to look at ways of improving the health 
and diversity of their lands while minimizing 
the impact of livestock. The first step in this 
process has been an attempt to make the base 
camp more self sufficient through the planting 
of an organic garden. Other activities include 
the construction of enclousers around springs 
and other riparian areas. Gabions, a form of 
erosion control, are also being built in gullies 
near the ranch. The WSDP is currently re- 
searching alternative grazing techniques to 
assess their applicability to these lands. The 
'ann pictured Western Shoshone National Council is cur- 
recently rently planning a reforestation project to re- 

store a pinyon-juniper woodland destroyed by 
fire. By involving the youth in this project, Western Shoshone 
people are given a first hand look into environmental restora- 
tion techniques as well as reaffirming their relationship with 
the pinyon, a source of life for the people since time immemo- 
rial. As a result of these efforts we hope to provide an example 
of people supporting indigenous sovereignty and working 
together to take responsibility for the land. 




2. Giving Away Gold, Gouging Out the Ground 


Since the Comstock Lode was discovered in 
the 1860s, mining has been one of Nevada’s 
principal industries. Northeast Nevada is cur- 
rently in the midst of a gold rush — more than 




3. A Gift From The White Man: One That Keeps Giving, And Giving, And Giving. 


The Government is planning yet an- any other sites, the government selected tists have pointed out that ground water may rise as 

other vicious attack on the Western Shos- Yucca Mountain to be the sole candidate for it has in the past, especially as a result of major 

hone Nation. This time if the government ^ ~ ‘ * study as a dump. No other site has ever earthquakes. If the dump was flooded, the facility 

has its way, Newe Sogobia's Yucca Moun- AREA been suggested, and all government plans could explode sending high level waste directly into 

tain will be home to the world's first "per- and projections assume Yucca Mountain the atmosphere. 

manent" dump for spent fuel from nuclear — will be the dump. Based on the 1863 Treaty of Ruby Valley, this 


power reactors. This is the most deadly 


There are at least 32 known active land belongs to the Western Shoshone Nation. The 


radioactive waste known to humankind. 

In 1982, Congress stipulated that various sites 
be investigated for a "permanent” nuclear waste 
dump. In 1987, without any scientific analysis of 


faults within 20 miles of the Yucca site. These faults 
and several earthquakes in the last five years illus- 
trate the fallacy of a geologically "stable" site. Yucca 
Mountain appears to be on dry land, however scien- 


Western Shoshone people never agreed to be the 
host of the country’s high level nuclear waste. The 
Defense Project is committed to assisting the West- 
ern Shoshone in stopping this project. Volunteers 



Western Shoshone Nation 


4. Rock Creek: A Call to Action 

Western Shoshone individuals and organiza- 
tions are currently involved in efforts to protect and 
preserve an area of extreme cultural, spiritual, and 
historical value. Important spiritual and culturally 
significant ceremonies have been conducted here 
for thousands of years. Rock Creek, known as Bah- 
tza-gohm-bah (otter water ), is currently threatened 
with the proposed development of a multi-use recre- 

5. NUCLEAR WASTE ROUTES: 

STOP THAT TRAIN...." 

Forty three states will be affected when the 112 



ROCK CREEK : Site of future Dam and RV 


numerous plant, animal, and aquatic species includ- 
ing fresh water mollusks. Lander County's project 
calls for the damming of Rock Creek and the flood- 
ing of the sacred site with a permanent reservoir. If 
the county moves forward with the development of 
the reservoir, Bah-tza-gohm-bah will be destroyed. 
This act would not only deny indigenous people the 
right to practice their way of life, but would add one 
more chapter to a long history of cultural genocide 
of Great Basin peoples. Newe are people of the land. 
The land and the people are inseparable. By de- 
stroying these sacred lands the Newe suffer a slow 
death. The W.S.D.P. will continue to assist the bi- 
annual gatherings of Western Shoshone people at 
this site and work to expose the cultural, environ- 



DANGER 


^ have spoken out at local scoping meet- 
ly ings concerning the proposed rail 

K, * routes, co-sponsored gatherings at the 

& j Nevada Test Site to discuss the issue 
"***. and done direct back-country actions 

to attempt to halt construction. More actions will be 
forthcoming. 


Contact the Department of Energy at 1-800- 967-3477, or 
write to Wendy Dixon, EIS Project Manager, YuccaMountain Site 
Characterization Office: U.S. Department of Energy, OCRWM, 
101 Convention Center Dr.,Ste P-110, M/S 010, Las Vegas, NV, 
89109 . 


Yucca Mountain Nuclear Waste Disposal Site 
and Boring Rig Drilling Tunnel (Photo: Paul a. msiw 


6. Military Madness and Nuclear Hell 


One of the most serious postwar threats to the 
Great Basin is the growth of the US military in 
the West. Currently nearly 20% of all US military 
land is in Nevada, including bombing ranges, 
laser and supersonic test ranges, experimental 
aircraft and tank practice grounds, and the Ne- 
vada Nuclear Test Site. Many of these areas are 
top secret ranges where public scrutiny and envi- 
ronmental safeguards are non-existent. Recently 
a secret base known as Area 51 or Groom Lake 
has come under fire in a lawsuit by former 
baseworkers who were exposed to chemicals while 
burning extremely hazardous waste in open pits. 
A significant portion of the military's flight train- 
ing areas pass over Treaty lands. Current pro- 
posals would expand these areas even further 
into Western Shoshone airspace. In 1951 the first 
of over 900 nuclear weapons were detonated above 
and below ground at the Nevada Test Site, lo- 
cated completely within the boundaries of Newe 
Sogobia. Today the legacy of this madness has 
impacted the lives of numerous Native American 
communities, thousands of veterans intention- 
ally exposed, “down-winder” civilian victims of 
radioactive fallout, and uncounted species of 
plants and animals. 

The Western Shoshone National Council has 
been active in working with Nevada-based peace 
and environmental groups against testing and 


the other nuclear assaults on Nevada. During the 
1970s and early ’80s, the US planned to base its 
mobile MX missile system in the Great Basin 
lands of Utah and Nevada, making them a “na- 
tional sacrifice area” that would absorb vast quan- 
tities of Soviet nuclear missiles, according to the 
then-current cold war scenario. Throughout the 
1980s and into the present, the Western Shos- 
hone have also been active in opposing nuclear 
testing. The Western Shoshone Nation calls upon 
citizens of the United States, as well as the world 
community of nations, to demand the U.S. termi- 
nate its invasion of their lands for the purpose of 
testing nuclear bombs and other weapons of war. 
The Western Shoshone National Council has de- 
clared Newe Sogobia a NUCLEAR FREE ZONE. 

Corbin Harney, Spiritual Leader of the Western 
Shoshone Nation, states, "We have to unite together- 
as a people- to put a stop to nuclear testing. Nevada, 
might sound like a long ways from some peoples' 
homes, but it's not. The air that we breathe today is 
already contaminated. The wind patterns have 
carried that contamination to all parts of the coun- 
try and beyond.” 

The Defense Project co-sponsors actions every 
year in April and October. While nuclear testing is 
stopped for the moment in the U.S., the WSDP will 
remain vigilant and continue to press for the end of 
nuclear and military colonization of Western 
Shoshone lands. 


Our work to maintain or regain environmental quality within our 
homelands is a facet of a wider, more complex jurisdiction over our 
territories and lives, and to protect our indigenous rights. As a 
nation, our rights are not derived from the US constitution or granted 
by any treaties; they existed prior to the United States’ creation. As 
with other North American indigenous nations, the Westerm 
Shoshone’s identity, purpose, and strength is based on our 
relationship to our homeland . . .the ongoing struggle of the Western 
Shoshone is to protect our unrelinquished rights to our homelands, to 
preserve the environmental integrity of our territory, and above all, to 
fulfill the basic instructions given to us when we were newly created 

on Newe Sogobia. 

Western Shoshone activist and environmentalist Joe Sanchez 


Park (Photo: Paul Miller! 

ation park. In addition to being an incredibly 
important site to the Western Shoshone people, it is 
also a vital wetland area, providing habitat for 


mental and economic irresponsibility of this project. 
Comments should be sent to: Lander County Rock Creek Advisory 
Board, 315 South Humboldt, Battle Mountain, Nevada 89820 
phone(702)635-2885, faxl 702)635-5332 

and/or Bureau of Land Management. Elko District Office, PO Box 
831, Elko, Nevada89821, phone (702)753-0200. fax( 702)753-0255 


Western Shoshone Communities 

7. Duck Valley Reservation 

8. Battle Mountain Indian Colony 

9. Elko Indian Colony- 

10. Wells Indian Colony 

11. South Fork Reservation 

12. Odgers Ranch 

13. Yomba Reservation 

14. Duckwater Reservation 

15. Ely Indian Colony 

16. Timbisha 


commercial nuclear 
power plants start 
•» '^sending the esti- 
J mated 70,000 tons 

r of high level radio- 
active waste into the 
Western Shoshone 
H Nation to be stored 
, for 50,000 years in 
f'j Yucca Mountain. 
5 Options for the ship- 
> * ment of this waste 
* include the use of 
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large semi -trucks as 
L« well as rail lines. 
/ 5 Every route passes 
I ; through some por- 
§ tion of the Western 
* Shoshone Nation. 
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J One proposed rail 
system has thou- 
<2 sands of these ship- 
gjf ments passing 
within only a few 
I miles of the Dann 
Ranch and the 
WSDP. Lander 
£ County, the county 
that Crescent Valley 
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l $ gone so far as to ac- 
1 * tually request this 
! 2 nuclear rail route. 
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£ from as far as the 
east coast out here 
to large open pit 
mines to create gi- 
ant land fills. Local 
mines are also enthusiastic 
about a railroad which they 
hope to use to ship supplies 
cheaply. The WSDP is ac- 
tively involved in resist- 
ing transportation of 
nuclear waste. Sshipments could begin 
as early as 1998. 








A. WSDP volun- 
teers Wrex and Fry 
building a living 
structure. 


WHO AND WHAT WE ARE 


The Western Shoshone Defense Project’s mission is 
to affirm Newe (Western Shoshone) jurisdiction over 
Newe Sogobia (Western Shoshone homelands) by pro- 
tecting, preserving, and restoring Newe rights and lands 
for present and future generations based upon cultural 
and spiritual traditions. The W.S.D.P. was established in 
1991 by the Western Shoshone National Council in re- 
sponse to the U.S. government’s planned confiscation of 
Western Shoshone livestock. The goal is to document and 
counter all acts of aggression against the rights and 
traditional lands of the Western Shoshone through peace- 
ful and non-violent means. The Project is based primarily 
from the traditional lands of Mary and Carrie Dann in the 
Crescent Valley area, but is also actively involved in 
Western Shoshone efforts to end nuclear colonization of 
their Treaty lands and to protect culturally significant 
areas such as Rock creek (Bah-tza-gohm-bah). 

The Defense Project is staffed by Native and non- 
Native volunteers from the native sovereignty, environ- 
mental, anti-nuclear, peace and social justice movements. 
An office is maintained in the town of the Crescent Valley, 
serving as the primary link in a support network of over 


3000 individuals and organizations, national and inter- 
national. The common bond within this network is the 
knowledge that the Western Shoshone and many other 
indigenous peoples have been wrongfully denied their 
sovereignty and lands and that we all have a responsibil- 
ity to help create a just solution to the situation. Environ- 
mental justice cannot be achieved without social justice. 
As an information clearinghouse, the office supplies a 
base for education, research and outreach on issues 
affecting the Western Shoshone Nation, including land 
rights and environmental quality. A field facility pro- 
vides a location for the documentation and non-violent 
resistance of continued governmental and corporate in- 
terference on the Dann sister’s traditional land base. Also 
focused through the camp is a multifaceted environmen- 
tal protection program involving both riparian restora- 
tion and the monitoring of ongoing mineral development 
within the Dann’s traditional use area The continued 
effectiveness of the Defense Project depends on your 
participation ! 


What 

We 

Need 


& *Hr 


WHAT YOU CAN HO 


1. Come out to the Defense Project and volunteer. Be self-sufficient and prepared for outdoor living in the 
high desert ( 5000 ft. elevation ) . Be committed and prepared to work. This is not a place “to learn the ways of the Indians” 
or an escape from the realities of modern day oppression. We are here to put our hearts and minds together to assist the 
traditional Western Shoshone people in providing for the well being of the future generations of all our relations. Bring 
humility and respect. Please call first if you are interested in coming, directions will be given to you at that time. NO 
DRUGS, ALCOHOL, OR FIREARMS PERMITTED !!! 

2. Standby Alert: If you can drop what you are doing and join in non-violent resistance on short notice in the event 
of future government round-ups, let us know. We will put you on our Standby Alert List. Standby Alert people will also 
be updated on other issues that require action. 

3. Contact key officials: Please write to these officials and express your desire to see a peaceful and just solution 
to the conflict in Newe Sogobia. 

-Secretary of Interior Bruce Babbitt, U.S. Dept, of Interior, 18th & C St. NW, Washington D.C. 20240, (202)208-7351 
-Ann Morgan, Nevada State Director, Bureau of Land Management, 850 Harvard Way, PO Box 12000, Reno, NV 
89520 

-U.S. President, The White House, Washington DC 20500, phone (202) 456-1414, fax (202) 456-2461 
-Your Congresspersons 

4. Organize video showings, speaking engagements and other fund-raisers in your co mmuni ty. 


Money 

Make all checksand money orders payable to the “Western Shoshone Defense Project. * 
Donations are TAX-DEDUCTABLE and may be earmarked if desired for restoration 
work, mining issues. Held supplies, or office supplies. 

Field Supplies 

4x4 vehicle, motor oil (all grades) 
shovels, picks, splitting mauls, axes 
camouflage tents, tarps, webbing, clothing 
cement, roofing tar/patch, nails (6D&8D), grip screws 
(234’s4"). Canteens and water filters, lanterns, candles, 
mantles, and generators. Walkie talkies, portable scan- 
ners, Motorola Radios UHF. Tires: 235 75R15, 175'80R13 
Rims: 15" & 13". portable generator, 12 volt batteries for 
car 'truck and solar panels, coleman fuel, chainsaws, blades 
and chains, barbed wire fencing and posts, tools, post hole 
diggers. Batteries (AA and D) rechargeable, rain gear, 
backpacks, hiking boots (sizes 8-12), medicinal herbs, 
cords of wood, trailer, wood stoves 
Building supplies (planks, plywood, etc) 

Food 

Perishable and non-perishable foods always needed. 
Spices, coffee, tea, hot chocolate. 

55 gallon water containers, 5 gallon buckets w/ lids. 
Dehydrated food, MRE’s. 

Office Supplies 

Video cameras, blank VHS, Hi8, SVHS, 3/4" video tapes 
duct tape, pens, packing tape, note books, envelopes (all 
sizes), 35mm cameras and film, 8 1/2 x 11 copy paper. 

- 

' 


B. FOOD NOT 
BOMBS! 

Volunteers digging 
a Gabion for the 
restoration project. 


fMcsm 

D. WSDP volunteer Cathie/Chaos, cut- 
ting wood to keep warm. 

E. WSDP volunteers on alert busy do- 
ing security. 




C. The strawbale 
house at base camp 
where volunteers 
cook, eat and relax! 


Support the Western Shoshone Defense Project: 

100% Cotton T-shirts $15.00 ea . + $3.00 shipping 


“Not To Resist 
is to Collaborate” 

Unbleached (Large or XL) 


“WSDP Logo” 

Black or Unbleached (Large or XL) 


Resistance! Rights! Restoration! 

25min Video (Send $5.00 + $3.00 shipping for video) 

A fast moving account of the first three years of the WSDP highlighting the U.S. Gov't invasions into the valley and the Shoshone's 
resistance efforts. Gold mining is shown to be an underlying cause behind the BLM’s attacks. 


F. WSDP volunteers, with help of Tim 
Dann, building a fence for the restora- 
tion project to keep cows out of a spring. 

Photo Credits: A Cathie Chaos. B. C. E & F Jim Wrecks. D Matt Fry. 


ADDRESSES & ALLIES 


Western Shoshone Defense Project 
P.O. Box 211106 Crescent Valley, NV 89821 
702-468-0230 FAX 702-468-0237 
Western Shoshone National Council 
P.O. Box 210 Indian Springs, NV 89108-0210 
Phone'FAX 702-879-5203 

Citizen Alert Native American Program (CANAP) 

P.O. Box 5339 Reno, NV 89513 
702-827-5511 FAX 702-827-4299 
Citizen Alert 

P.O. Box 1681 Las Vegas. NV 09125 

702-796-5662 FAX 702-796-4886 

Rural Alliance for Military Accountability 

P.O. Box 60036 Reno. NV 89506 

Phone FAX 702-677-7001 

Shundahai N etwork 

507 P. St. N.W. 

Washington D.C. 20001 

Phone (202) 588-0912 

Fax (202) 588-9316 

Healing Global Wounds 

P.O. Box 13, Boulder Creek, CA 95006 

PhoneFAX 408-338-0147 







Whatever you want to say about Brock Evans, the 
Audubon Society's second-in-charge, you gotta 
admire his spunk. Getting arrested on a muddy 
logging road is usually not as simple as walking up 
to the gate at a nuclear weapons complex or crossing 
the line at some downtown Washington, DC 
embassy. As Brock and ex-Congressman Jim Jontz, 
the Western Ancient Forest Coalition's Executive 
Director, recently discovered at a protest near the 
Sugarloaf timber sale in Southern Oregon, those 
Freddie cops have a mean streak when it comes to 
demonstrators. [See article on page 4.] 

Fortunately, the Freddies are none too smart about 
these matters. They managed to mace a 72-year-old 
woman, beat up a network cameraman and chain 
92 of us to trees for over eight hours, thereby 
guaranteeing us megaheadlines. Although Jim and 
Brock were treated more harshly than some of the 
other demonstrators, they never complained. 
Nominations for a Buckaroo Prize are in order. 

Is this a trend? Are more Washington, DC bigshots 
going to follow Andy Kerr, Brock and Jim Bob into 
the pokey? Let's hope so. We hippies have been left 
holding the bag out in the woods for over 15 years 
now, and without some new blood, we risk becoming 
isolated politically. We desperately need the little old 
ladies in tennis shoes, the business owners and other 
mainstream folks to help demonstrate that most 
Americans strongly believe it is immoral to plunder 
our forests for the benefit of a few greedheads wearing 
suspenders on Wall Street. For this to happen, we 
need to get our own act together and stop playing 
guerrilla camo soldier at every action. This behavior 
tends to scare most folks away at a time when we need 
them the most. Remember, we are building a non- 
violent citizen movement, not an army. 



Speaking of hippies, the world's largest hippie 
organization, Greenpeace USA (not to be confused 
with Greenpeace International, which brought you 
the Brent Spar and Murora French Nuclear Testing 
campaigns) had their annual board of directors 
election a few months back. With the help of a few 
current and former Greenpeace (GP) staffers, I ran for 
one of the two empty seats as a petition candidate 
and lost by five votes. Call me a loser if you want to, 
but as I wrote in my ballot statement, something is 
very wrong with the way things are being run over 
there on 14th Street NW. An organization that built 
its reputation on frontline activism is now entrenched, 
ineffective, and worst of all, has fallen victim to the 
dogma of knee-jerk political correctness. 


While membership enrollment and donations 
continue to roll off a cliff, Greenpeace has cut 
program staff and budgets to the bone. For the first 
time in its history, they have no one working on 
nuclear weapons. Only twc^campaigns remain. The 
first is a very fuzzy effort to organize the fishing 
industry from the inside. The second is what they 
call a Chlorine Campaign, which from my point of 
view is just a jobs program for senior staff members 


who don't know how to do anything else. 

But the real problem is that member surveys 
conducted by outside consultants have consis- 
tently shown that people support the work GP is 
doing on tropical rainforests, ancient forests in 
the US and Canada, and protecting wildlife and 
wildlife habitat. So get this, with something like a 
$24 million budget 
($7 million available 
for program work) and 
over 1,200 employees 
(300 in non-canvass- 
ing positions), there 
is not a single person 
working in the US on 
any of these issues. 

Small wonder that no 
one wants to give 
them any money now. 

I met with GP 
Executive Director 
Barbara Dudley in Washington, DC last month to 
discuss these and other issues. She admitted to me 
that they could raise more money by addressing 
these core conservation issues. She felt that other 
groups were doing a good job on forests, and that 
Greenpeace could only handle the work they were 
currently doing. She questioned the effectiveness of 
their work on forests in the US, and doubted that 
there was anything that they could do, except 
maybe sign on to letters. 

The annual cost of keeping the three very capable 
staff members who covered their T ropical Rainforest 
Campaign, their Tongass National Forest 
Campaign, and their Ancient Forest Campaign was 
a scant $150,000; chump change compared to GP's 
total budget. These campaigners helped shut down 
a pulp mill in Alaska, canceled one in Costa Rica, 
and helped defeat the worst piece of anti- wilderness 
legislation in years, the Baucus-Burns bill, which 
would have destroyed six million acres of wildlife 
habitat in Montana. And of course there is 
Clayoquot Sound, Brazilian Mahogany, and Siberia, 
where Greenpeace International is still doing 
excellent work. 

When the first round of budget cuts was planned in 
1991, the GP board saw fit to fire then-director Peter 
Bahouth because, as I was told by one board member, 
"someone had to take responsibility." Yet under 
Dudley's management, even more drastic cuts have 
been made to offset the lack of donations. Her 
response was to blame stagnant economic conditions. 
Using the same logic that the board applied to Peter 
Bahouth, Dudley should have been fired two years 

ago. Meanwhile, 
Peter is one of 
the best friends 
the forest ever 
had, and 
manages the 
$450 million 
Turner 
Foundation, 
helping 
hundreds of 
grassroots 
groups 
throughout the 
USA. 

Here is a 
telling statistic: 
In 1991, there 
were 208 
separate phone 
listings for the 
GP Washington, 
DC office. After four successive years of cutting the 
annual budget by 40 percent, laying off program 
staff , disolving of the Action Resources Department, 
canceling of entire campaigns, abandoning of most 
high profile direct actions, closing of canvass offices, 
selling equipment without replacement, scrapping 
the GP magazine, and all but eliminating staff 
training, there are now 210 listings in the DC office. 
Contrary to what Dudley is saying publicly, GP is 


concentrating power in Washington, firing anyone 
who doesn't kowtow to the bureaucracy, stifling 
creativity, and running the organization aground 
like a bloated supertanker. 

Sound like I'm still a candidate for the Board of 
Directors? You bet your ass! I'm running again next 
year, and will run every year after until someone in 

there gets the 
message. Here is my 
platform for getting 
the good ship off the 
rocks: 

• Shut down the 
Washington, DC 
office. Since GP has 
only two campaigns 
to lobby on, they 
should be able work 
out of the canvass 
office. Move the 
administration to an 
area that is less expensive to live and work. The 
move would signal a change in direction. 

• Put more campaigners in the field. GP should take 
advantage of the many canvass offices around the 
country by putting campaigners in there with the 
canvassers, who would love to have the company, 
and would provide valuable volunteer assistance. 

• Cut administrative overhead. There are too many 
people with the word Director or Coordinator in 
their title. You’ve got Regional Executive Directors, 
Campaign Directors, Diversity Coordinators, as 
well as many redundant administrators, 
accountants, lawyers and what-have-you. This is 
not what most people would expect from GP, nor 
should it be. Changing this situation won't be easy 
or popular and will require leadership, but it is 
absolutely necessary. 

• Reorganize the campaign departments. Does anyone 
else think that having an "Energy and Atmosphere" 
department is a little vague? How about "Ocean 
Ecology" or "Chlorine"? If you can't cover all the 
bases, then don't carve the entire globe into empires 
run by $45,000 a year department heads. Too much 
power is concentrated this way. Department heads 
are always too busy to help the canvass staff and 
other campaign workers with new ideas. Simply 
talking about letting the local offices do more is 
easier than doing it, but it has to happen. 

• Get a sense of humor. Do I have to explain this one? 

• Go on the offensive! Rather than whine about the 
loss of few lousy Democrats, get out there and 
make some waves. GP has the ability to go straight 
to the public and it can't measure its success by 
what goes on in Washington. Research and coalition 
building are good, but sometimes you have to 
make people nervous. 

• Be more spontaneous. Not every problem has a 
rational solution. Not all gains are incremental. GP 
must take risks. Some of the best ideas still come at 
2 am. Greenpeace was always more about good 
ideas and guts than money and power. 

(This platform should insure that / will never be 
elected.) 



Anyway, hearing that Ted Turner was about to put 
$350 million into his family foundation, I called 
Peter Bahouth to see if this meant we could submit 
larger grant proposals. "Naw," he said, "they still 
gotta be three pages." 

It is bad enough that certain environmental groups 
are taking Turner money made from colorizing 
movies and the World Wrestling Federation, but 
now they will be getting money from Bugs Bunny. 
Given the anti-hunting sentiments of many Warner 
Brothers cartoons, this can only be seen as a gain by 
animal rights activists. 

The man without a bioregion now has an email 
address. It's RUCKUS@igc.apc.org. Keep those cards 
and letters coming. 

Happy New Year! 

— Mike Roselle 
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Last Stand for the Redrock Wilderness 


by Joseph "Seldom Seen" Smith 

The desert of southern Utah is wild 
country. It is Virgin country, coyotes' 
and Brigham Young's country. It is 
Terry Tempest William's country, Ed 
Abbey's country, dry country, Colo- 
rado country, squawfish and lion coun- 
try. It is slickrock country, millions of 
acres of sandstone slot canyons, me- 
sas, fingers and arches. It is a country 
with few roads and few people. It 
typifies all that is good in America. It 
is God's country! 

I was born into this country and have 
been exploring it all my life. I've even 
managed to scrape out a buck from my 
explorations by running tourists on 
raft trips down the wild rivers of the 
New World's Zion. I love this country, 
I love its wildness and I want to keep it 
wild and to hell with whatever the 
county commissioners, Jim Hansen and 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Later Day 
saints have to say about it! 

As usual they do have something to 
say about, and as usual they want to 
destroy the American wilderness and 
put in its place strip mines, damns and 
powerlines. The Utah Congressional 
delegation has introduced legislation 
(HR 1745/S 884), a supposed "wilder- 
ness" bill, that would designate a paltry 
1.8 million acres of the Utah desert as 
wilderness and would open up mil- 
lions more acres to destruction. What's 
worse is that under the language of the 
bill, development in the form of damns, 
powerlines and ORV trails would be 
allowed in so-called "wilderness areas, " 
completely disregarding the spirit and 
intent of the Wilderness Act of 1964. 
With the boys in Congress making 
James Watt look like a Sierra Clubber, 
the future of Utah's wilderness, and 
wilderness anywhere for that matter, 
doesn't look too good. 

Utah's natural features range from 
high alpine regions to exposed sand- 
stone deserts to some of the wildest, 
most charismatic rivers in the world. 
The Wasatch Mountains, a sub-range 
of the Rockies, cuts through the cen- 
ter of the state from Idaho to the 
Arizona state line and forms a bound- 
ary between the Great Basin region 
and the Colorado Plateau. The Great 
Basin is comprised of a series of val- 
leys with no outlet to the sea, the 
most famous of which contains the 
Great Salt Lake. This region hosts 
several large roadless areas, including 
one of over one million acres in the 
southern Great Salt Lake Desert. This 
is fairly inhospitable country, not as 
scenic as other parts of the state, and 
as such has been neglected by main- 
stream conservation groups in their 
wilderness proposals. The primary 
threat to this wilderness is the US Air 
Force, which uses the territory as a 
testing ground for munitions. 

In the eastern part of the state, the 
Colorado Plateau is the sandstone 
desert of mesas, buttes and slot can- 
yons commonly featured in Sierra 
Club calendars. This is the canyon 
country that Ed Abbey wrote so lov- 
ingly about. It is also river country, 
wild river country, home to the Colo- 
rado, San Juan, Virgin, Green and the 
Dirty Devil Rivers. This patch of Earth 
was the last unexplored territory in 
the lower forty-eight states. Despite 
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hundreds of years of European pres- 
ence this is still remote, wild country, 
with the potential for over five mil- 
lion acres of wilderness, including a 
three million acre chunk around 
Canyonlands National Park. 

Because of this region's grandeur, 
large areas have already been locked 
up in national parks and monuments. 
However, it continues to be threat- 
ened by uranium mining, off-road 
vehicle use, dams, power lines and all 
the other evils that make the county 
commissioners' mouths water. It is 
this region that is threatened by 
Utah's Congressional delegation and 
their supposed wilderness bill. 

The Uinta Mountains range across 
the northern part of Utah and are the 
largest east-west mountain range in 
the lower 48 states. The 843,000-acre 
High Uinta roadless area is domi- 
nated by 13,528-foot Kings Peak, the 
highest point in Utah. Summits of 
over 12,000 feet are not uncommon 
here with canyon bottoms dropping 
down to 8,000 feet. Lodgepole pine 
forests are found on the mountain 
slopes along with aspen and Engel- 
mann spruce. The Uintas are home to 
the southernmost natural population 
of moose in North America and offer 
excellent potential for grizzly and wolf 
repatriation. 

Utah is a typical western state in 
that a large amount of it is owned by 
the federal government. These public 
lands are divided up between nine 
national forests (which comprise 
roughly eight million acres total) five 
national parks, national monuments 
and recreation areas and 22 million 
acres under the jurisdiction of the 
Bureau of Land Management. 

Wilderness has been a political is- 
sue in Utah for the past fifteen years. 
When the US Forest Service released 
its second Roadless Area Review and 
Evaluation (RARE II) in 1980, it iden- 
tified 3,234,759 acres of potential 
wilderness of national forest lands 
in Utah, most of them in the 
Wasatch and Uinta ranges in the 
northern part of the state. Main- 
stream conservationists, eager to 
appear reasonable, presented a wil- 
derness proposal calling for the 
preservation of only 1.9 million 
acres of national forest wilderness 
to which Utah's Congressional del- 
egation responded with the 1984 
Utah Wilderness Act, establishing a 
meager 749,550 acres of national 
forest wilderness, or only ten per- 
cent of all the national forest lands 
in Utah. This bill settled for the 
time being the issue of wilderness 
on national forests in Utah. 

In the southern part of the state, 
the Bureau of Land Management 
(BLM) had been considering six mil- 
lion acres of land as possible addi- 
tions to the wilderness preservation 
system. By 1991, the final BLM wil- 
derness proposal called for just under 
two million acres. 

The government's proposal was too 
small for even the mainstream con- 
servationists to tolerate. This time, 
rather than pulling their tails between 
their legs and thinking "compro- 
mise," they went to the table to call 
for more wilderness designations. The 
Utah Wilderness Alliance proposed 


3.8 million acres of wilderness and 
the Utah Wilderness Coalition, led 
by the Sierra Club and the Wilderness 
Society, asked for 5.2 million acres of 
BLM wilderness in Utah. While this 
rare demonstration of backbone by 
the mainstreamers seems commend- 
able it's important to note that at the 
same time Earth First! proposed 16 
million acres of wilderness for all of 
Utah, a proposal which encompassed 
national forests and parks as well as 
BLM lands. 

Seeking to settle the wilderness is- 
sue for the BLM lands in their state, 
Utah's Congressional delegation in- 
troduced a second Utah wilderness 
bill early this past summer. In their 
development of the bill, legislators 
relied heavily upon the recommen- 
dations of rural county 
commissioners while not even ask- 
ing for the input of the fourteen urban 
counties where ninety percent of 
Utahans live. Hearings on the wilder- 
ness issue were held in out of the way 
towns that were difficult for most 
citizens to get to. The result was HR 
1745/S 884, a bill which would desig- 
nate only 1 .8 million of the 22 million 
acres of BLM land as wilderness. The 
bill subjects the rest of the BLM acre- 
age in the state to "hard release," a 
legal stipulation that all lands not 
designated wilderness shall be "man- 
aged for the full range of 
non-wilderness multiple uses." 
There's another catch to these wil- 


derness designations as well: they 
aren't really wilderness, at least not 
the sort envisioned by the Wilder- 
ness Act of 1964. 

The Wilderness Act sought to pre- 
serve areas "untrammeled by man," 
but the language of the bill being 
peddled by Utah's Congressional del- 
egation will specifically allow for the 
construction of dams, reservoirs, 
power lines, pipelines, roads, "and 
other facilities needed in the public 
interest" within so called wilderness 
areas. It contains specific provisions 
to allow for low-level overflights and 
the expansion of military flight train- 
ing areas and the installation of 
military communications facilities in 
designated wilderness. This not only 
flies in the face of the spirit and intent 
of the original Wilderness Act, but if 
passed will set a dangerous precedent 
for future wilderness bills. Imagine 
Alaska's Don Young introducing leg- 
islation to designate the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge as wilder- 
ness with explicit language allowing 
for the drilling of oil in it as well. If HR 
1745/S 884 passes it could happen. 

The areas that HR 1745/S 884 claims 
to protect are small, geographically 
disparate and come at the expense of 
lands of outstanding ecological qual- 
ity. While making token wilderness 
designations out of the last, large, 
roadless areas remaining in Utah, the 

continued on the next page 




Big Wilderness in the Great Smokies? 


by Sherman Bamford 

Two roadless areas in the Great 
Smoky Mountains, the 186,000-acre 
area south of Cades Cove and the 

40.000- acre area west of Rich Moun- 
tain, could be combined in the near 
future. There are only two roadless 
areas in the southern Appalachians over 
1 50,000 acres, one 1 63,000-acre chunk 
on the east side of the Smokies and the 

186.000- acre "big wilderness" on the 
western side of the Smokies. This year, 
the National Park Service pub- 
licly announced that it 



wishes to prepare an Environmental 
Assessment (EA) for Parsons Branch 
Road, an access route which inhibits 
the size of the western roadless area. 

A 1994 flash flood significantly 
damaged the road causing it to be shut 
down. The agency had decided to 
prepare an EA because the 1982 
General Management Plan requires it 
to make a decision on Parsons Branch 
Road on the first occasion that the 
road becomes impassable and requires 
major repairs; additionally, there is 
nationwide 
opposition to 
automobiles on 
Parsons Branch and 
on Heintooga- 
Round Bottom 
Road. Road closure 
would increase the 
size of the roadless 
area on the western side 
of the park to 226,000 
acres — nearly a quarter of 
a million acres — making it 
one of the largest in the 
south. 

The Park Service is awaiting 
funding for the EA from a reluctant 
Federal Highway Administration. 
The EA could be initiated in the next 
couple of months or it could take 
longer due to Federal Highway 
Administration footdragging. The 
document itself will be prepared by 
the Park Service and they will make 
the decision. No sections of the 
road will be reopened until then. 
Parsons Branch Road is a one lane 



road just below the 4,000- 
foot-ridge that forms the 
spine of the western Great 
Smoky Mountains. The 
road does not pass through 
spectacular territory like 
that found elsewhere in the 
park. Its distinguishing 
quality, rather, is its 
remoteness. The area is so 
remote that a nearby area 
was selected for the 
experimental red wolf 
reintroduction. Parsons 
Branch Road is surrounded 
by a mix of pine woods, 
pine-oak hillsides, and rich 
hemlock and mixed mesic 
hardwood forests; some are 
quite old. Thanks to national park 
status, the forests along sleepy Parsons 
Branch Road provide a window to the 
past found nowhere else. This type of 
remote, rarely visited habitat should 
be protected. 

If you are interested, please get 
involved ASAP. A petition in favor of 
reopening the road has been signed by 
several thousand individuals. 
Nonetheless, the Park Service's letter 
count, while much lower than 
petitions, actually favors limiting 
automobile access by a wide margin. 
The numbers are stacked against us at 
this time, but we are optimistic that 
intelligent, articulate letters in favor of 
conversion of the road to a non- 
motorized walkway can win the day. 
We especially need to hear from people 
familiar with the following subjects: 


the Parsons Branch, Gregory Bald and 
Cades Cove area, the Smokies, 
opportunities for solitude on roads vs. 
opportunities for solitude on trails, the 
effects of roads on biodiversity, effects 
of roads on water quality, large predators, 
black bears, red wolves, and any possible 
incidents of poaching in and overuse of 
the area you are aware of. 

To make initial comments or to 
receive the Environmental Assessment, 
call or write: Karen Wade, Park 
Superintendent, Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park, 107 Park 
Headquarters Rd., Gatlinburg, TN 
37738, (615) 436-1201. 

For more information contact 
Sherman Bamford, P.A.W., PO Box 
13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192; 
phone (540) 982-0492. 


LastChance for Redrock Wilderness 

continued from the previous page 


state's Congressional delegation would sacrifice 
areas like the Desolation Canyon/Book Cliffs re- 
gion, a 700,000 acre roadless area home to elk, rocky 
mountain bighorn sheep, mountain lion and three 
endangered fish species; the bony-tailed chub, 
humpback chub and Colorado squawfish. The area 
also hosts one of the best float trips along the Green 
River through what may be the wildest riverine 
bottomland in the West. 

Other areas that would be up for grabs are 100,000 
acres of the 300,000 acre Dirty Devil Canyons wild- 
land to allow for the development of a tar sands 
production complex. The Dirty Devil Canyons pro- 
vide excellent nesting areas for raptors, including 
the golden eagle as well as support populations of 
desert bighorn sheep and pronghorn. Nice examples 
of petroglyphs also characterize this area. 

Eighty-three percent of the three-quarters of a 
million-acre Kaiparowits wildland would remain 
unprotected so that it may be opened to coal 
mining by the Dutch owned multinational Andalex 
Industries. 

In the region along the canyons of the Upper Paria 
River and adjacent to Bryce Canyon National Park 
known as the Grand Staircase, no wilderness would 
be designated in order to allow for continuing off 
road vehicle use and the construction of a proposed 
coal-haul railroad across the Paria River. 

Seventy percent of the BLM roadless areas 
surrounding Canyonlands National Park, which 
total roughly 390,000 acres, would not receive 
wilderness designation so that they may allow for 
future potash and uranium mining and oil and gas 
exploration. Both the Colorado and Green rivers 
flow through here and support populations of the 
endangered Colorado squawfish and the threatened 
razorback sucker. 

Of the roughly 60,000 roadless acres of BLM 
lands bordering Zion National Park, only 26 per- 


cent would be designated as wilderness by HR 
1745/S 884. What's worse is that the legislation 
authorizes the construction of dams, reservoirs 
and associated roads within two of the three "wil- 
derness" areas established here by the bill. 

Not one acre of the White Canyon Complex, 
which surrounds Natural Bridges National Park 
and provides a wildland corridor between it and 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area, would be 
designated as wilderness by the bill in order to 
open it to uranium, gas, oil and tar sand produc- 
tion and increased use by welfare ranchers. 

Adjacent to Capitol Reef National Park is a region 
known as the Escalante Canyons, part of a wild- 
land totaling roughly 180,000 acres. If Hansen's 
raiders have their way, 73,000 roadless acres would 
be denied wilderness status so that a 49,000-acre 
tar sands extraction complex could operate and 
the land would remain open for future petroleum 
exploration. 

This is only a portion of the areas at risk from HR 
1 745/S 884. Others include the wilderness of Cedar 
Mesa, the San Juan River, Escalante Canyons, the 
Great Basin, the Henry Mountains and the San 
Rafael Swell. 

In response to the attack on America's wilderness 
by Utah's Congressmen, conservationists have 
developed a 5.7 million-acre wilderness proposal 
for southern Utah, embodied in HR 1500: 
America's Redrock Wilderness Bill. This legisla- 
tion, introduced by Rep. Maurice Hinchey of New 
York, while by no means perfect, protects signifi- 
cant portions of Southern Utah's remaining, 
roadless BLM lands and provides in a de facto 
manner for habitat conectivity between national 
parks and other protected public lands through 
wilderness designations. 

America's Redrock Wilderness Bill would preserve 
significant portions of the Escalante Canyons and 


Kaiparowits Plateau Wilderness, the Desolation 
Canyon/Brooks Cliffs complex, the wilderness 
surrounding Canyonlands National Park and 
numerous other areas deserving wilderness status 
and will maintain the status quo of not allowing 
development in wilderness areas. 

The bill presently has over 70 co-sponsors in the 
House of Representative and has the support of the 
majority of Utah's residents. Comments to Utah's 
governor have run 70 percent in favor of HR 1500. 

Utah's congressmen know that the majority of 
Utah's residents are against them and are working 
to push their wilderness destruction bill through 
Congress as fast as possible. They know they must 
act fast before their constituents can mobilize 
national opposition against them. The Redrock 
Wilderness of Utah needs your help now! 

Here's what you can do: 

Write your Congressmen, Senators and President 
Clinton. Tell them to oppose HR 1745/S 884 and to 
support HR 1500. Send copies of your letters to 
Senators Bumpers and Bradley of the Senate En- 
ergy and Natural Resources Committee, both have 
a lot to say about the future of Utah's wildlands. 

Members of Congress can be reached at US House 
(or Senate), Washington, DC 20510 (or 20515 for 
the Senate). 

President Clinton can be reached at The White 
House, 1600 Pennsylvania Ave., Washington, DC 
20500. 

Finally, those of you wishing to become more 
involved in the fight to save Utah's wildlands 
should contact the good folks at the Southern Utah 
Wilderness Alliance, a kick ass, no-compromise 
group working to stop the destruction of one of 
America's last best places. They can be reached at 
1471 South 1100 East, Salt Lake City, UT 84105. 

It's come down to the wire folks, if we can't 
preserve wilderness in Utah we won't be able to 
preserve it anyplace else. Please help in whatever 
ways you can. Thanks for listening. I gotta go, one 
of my wives is calling me. 
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Because Cars Can’t Dance 

UK Roads Resistance Reclaims the Streets 



Get out your sledgehammer, its time to party 


by Natalie Moxham 

May 14, 1995 

An old car drove up the street to one of the busiest 
intersections in London: High Street Camden. It 
entered the five- way intersection at a slow pace, to be 
smashed into by another car in similar condition 
coming the other way. Both drivers, obviously upset, 
got out and started to abuse each other, much to the 
annoyance of other drivers who were blockaded by 
the altercation. The two drivers got so irate at each 
other that they both removed sledge hammers from 
their boots and proceeded to smash each other's cars 
up, much to the disbelief of the drivers now in a 
traffic jam. But this was only the beginning, as this 
altercation was a theatrical move to block the road 
and to signify to hundreds of people — who then 
poured into the street from the tube station — that 
the street was reclaimed and the party could now 
begin . All cars entering the intersection got gridlocked. 
Shoppers and market goers joined the street party, 
which lasted five hours. The smashed cars become 
the focus for all to vent their car anger on, and were 
attacked throughout the party. The police directed 
traffic — what else could they do? 

Anti-motorway actions that have been occurring 
in Britain over the last few years have now taken a 
new form. And the media are lapping it up with 
headlines such as, "Car rage is the new focus of 
rebellion — and it's challenging the very way we live. 
Urban and rural guerrilla groups are trying to under- 
mine car culture and defy a Government committed 
more to words than deed to changing it" ( The Guard- 
ian) and "Car sickness or just sick of the car? As cities 
get clogged, radical protests attract unlikely support- 
ers" ( Sunday Times). 

The group behind this anti-car hype and the street 
party is Reclaim the Streets, a "disorganization" that 
has grown out of the recent anti-roads movement in 
London and Britain. Its roots trace most notably to 
two direct action campaigns. The first is Twyford 
Down, the opposition to the construction of the M3 
motorway link. Twyford Down included unique 
chalk escarpments called the Dongas, and it was the 
biggest direct action campaign ever seen in Britain. 
It inspired many to take direct action. The activists 
living on the site were known as the Donga Tribe, 
and a strong connection be- 
tween these people and the local 
community developed that so- 
lidified unity in the anti-roads 
movement. Chris Gillham, who 
considers himself a concerned 
and respectable local of Twyford, 
talks about the Dongas, "I went 
along with them firstly from 
admiration and then because 
they taught me hope, and fi- 
nally because they made me 
believe that I could, after all those 
years, do something to make a 
difference." Middle England took 
on the road lobby by putting 
themselves in front of bulldoz- 
ers and supporting and 
defending itinerants like the 
Donga Tribe. But Twyford was a 
beautiful landscape of conserva- 
tion and recreational value to 
middle England. The second 
campaign put a different dimen- 
sion on the anti-roads movement. 

The No Ml 1 Link campaign was situated in a fairly 
obscure suburb of East London and included ongo- 
ing direct action resistance for 18 months, culminat- 
ing in the Claremont Road evictions in December, 
1994. This was a truly momentous campaign that 
disoriented the authorities. "The Government was 
taken aback that the protest against the Mil, a 
motorway being built in an unfashionable part of 
East London, resulted in the longest campaign of 
direct action against a road in British history... Pic- 
tures were flashed around the world of masses of 
people old and young, conventional and alternative. 
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taking on bulldozers in an awe inspiring defence of 
homes, urban spaces and communities." ( Alarm UK, 
1995) This was a working class community that was 
not only defending green spaces; people were de- 
fending their homes and their community and de- 
manding their right to say "no road." 

The campaign of direct action against the Mil 
kicked off when the Old Chestnut Tree of George 
Green, to the community's surprise, was to be re- 
moved. The residents, angry at being misled by the 
Government, pushed down fences built to keep 
them out and directly defended the tree. For the next 
year houses were squatted and work constantly dis- 
rupted. In the summer of '94 it became obvious that 
Claremont Road, a strip of houses in the path of the 
motorway, would be the main focus of the cam- 
paign. A community formed around these houses 
that included local residents, squatters and activists 
from around the country. The campaign strategy was 
to "dig in" and make it as diffi- 
cult as possible for the authori- 
ties to remove demonstrators 
from Claremont Road. 

It took four days in Novem- 
ber, 1994 to evict all the dem- 
onstrators. Phil McLeish, the last 
demonstrator to be removed 
(from a 90-foot scaffold tower) 
describes Claremont Road: "The 
street was painted and filled 
with psychedelic sculptures, 
barricades, above them the nets, 
tree houses, aerial walkways and 
towers went up; inside the 
houses, bunkers, lock-ons and 
1 tunnels were hidden in tons of 
I rubble. "Phil described the evic- 
| tion: "The situation was intrin- 
£ sically funny. This was politics 
| as provocation, winding up the 
state and then watching and 
laughing as the state makes a 
fool of itself. It's our game, we 
made the rules, and then invited along 2,000 police 
to play with us. Forcing the police to spend over two 
million pounds playing games. . . that is deeply funny. " 

After Claremont Road was gloriously lost, energy 
and sentiment invigorated Reclaim the Streets (RTS). 
Reclaim the Streets aims to move the debate beyond 
anti-road protest, to highlight the social as well as 
environmental costs of the "car system," and to 
demonstrate the possibilities of what can be done 
when you reclaim the streets and give them back to 
people. Del from RTS explains, "RTS acts as a catalyst 
for social transformation highlighting the absurdity 
of a system dedicated to the growth economy. Our 


method is direct action in the form of street parties, 
which is a reclamation of space enclosed by cars to 
show the possibilities of life without them." 

Public opinion of roadbuilding and acceptance of 
direct action have changed in the UK. Del said that 
"statistics have shown recently that approximately 
70 percent of the public are in favour of direct 
action." As RTS puts it in their literature, "Reclaim 
the Streets advocates direct action but not just as a 
tactic, it reflects our belief in a society where people 
take responsibility for their own actions, and don't 
just leave it to the politicians. It is about enabling 
people to unite as individuals with a common aim, to 
change things directly by our own actions." 

The second Reclaim the Streets party was held on 
July 23 at the Angle intersection in Highbury Islington, 
London. It was a huge success, with over 2,000 
demonstrators participating. Organizers led demon- 
strators to the party location on the tube, while other 
participants simultaneously blocked the road with 
tripods constructed from scaffolding. Two tons of 
sand was dropped for a children's play area, banners 
went up to stop more traffic, stalls were erected and 
a huge tank rolled in with the sound system pump- 
ing. Once again the party had begun before the 
police arrived. "There was nothing the police could 
do. The minute it happened everybody else showed 
up, and then people simply filled up the car free space 
provided," said Sheila, an RTS activist. 

These RTS actions not only represent a development 
in the anti-roads movement but also in a broader 
movement brought together by the opposition to the 
Criminal Justice Act (CJA), a sweeping piece of legisla- 
tion which severely curtails the rights of protesters. 
"RTS is pretty well politically networked, the CJA has 
politicised people and therefore we have a strong 
movement, squatters, ravers, hunt sabs [demonstra- 
tions which sabotage traditional hunts in Britain] 
have been politicised against roads. We've all been put 
in the same boat by the CJA." With actions like street 
parties there is the threat that the action will be void 
of politics, but in a way it is making something that is 
usually not political, like a party, very political. It is a 
creation of action that has come about through move- 
ments combining over CJA defiance. "If people came 
for a party they can't help but get the message — 
change should be fun. Reclaim the Streets actions 
attract a wide spectrum of society and people come 
because they want to take action," said Del. 

The location of the next RTS action was Green- 
wich, where parents and children with asthma are 
going to the High Court to force the Greenwhich 
Council to close its main through road at times of 
high pollution. Stuff the bureaucratic process: On 

continued on the next page 



The tower on Claremont Road 
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Subversive Economics: 


Diving for Revolution 


by Diving Donna 

Imagine grocery shopping and not 
giving your hard earned cash to big 
corporations; furnishing your home 
and not spending a dime; consuming 
most trivial conveniences without 
contributing to the deadly cycle of 
consumption that is currently wreak- 
ing havoc on our planet. Sound like 
an infomercial that's just too good to 
be true? Well it's not. You too can 
indulge in all the consumerist goods 
(and "bads") that are pedaled to us 
without feeding this Monster's insa- 
tiable appetite. All you need to get 
started is a pair of gloves and you can 
dive right in! Dumpster dive that is. 

Though dumpster diving is no new 
phenomenon, our over-productive, 
over-consumptive, throw-away soci- 
ety of today has magically changed 
the stinky waste filled dumpsters of 
yesterday into the stinky abundant 
treasure chests of today. These waste 
receptacles contain an abundance of 
good food, clothing, furniture, toys, 
books, etc.... As the first command- 
ment of dumpster diving states, "If it's 
sold in the store, it'll eventually be 
found in the dumpster." 

I'm continually amazed at all of the 
wonderful surprises just waiting to be 
discovered before they are taken to 
that poisoned hole in the Earth called 
the landfill. My kitchen looks as 
though I'm the mother of six obsessed 
at buying bulk quantities of food. The 
garbage-bag size container of corn 
chips. The four cases of bananas. The 
boxes and crates of tomatoes, apples, 
oranges, onions, and carrots. The 
three 50 lb. bags of organic brown 
rice. And the 120 lbs. of dog food (yes, 
I dive for my dog too.) The fact is, all 
of this was free! Free from the 
Dumpster Gods, and free from being 
wasted and ending up in the landfill. 

And that's just my grocery diving. I 
prefer to go "residential diving" when 
I need something minor like a soup 


bowl, or a clock radio, or a tennis 
racket, or a vacuum cleaner, or a chair 
or a couch or a bed...!!! After diving 
just a short time one understands what 
treasures await them and just where to 
find these treasures. 

However, these endless bounties of 
treasure are not the most important 
aspect of dumpster diving. Dumpster 
diving is as revolutionary as trashing a 
bulldozer, or throwing a brick through 
the window of your local McDonalds. 


Every time you do your shopping be- 
hind the store you are costing that 
store money. And as expected, that 
doesn't make Mr. and Mrs. Storeowner 
very happy. They would rather take 
your money from you. 

Even if you wouldn't purchase the 
items inside the store, Mr. and Mrs. 
Storeownwer would still rather watch 
it be hauled off to the landfill than to 
potentially lose another consumer 
who couldn't resist all the labels and 
impulse products "conveniently" lo- 
cated in the check-out aisle. 

In fact, Mr. and Mrs. Storeowner are 
so greedy for your money that they 


would go so far as to padlock their 
dumpster closed! For this reason, the 
experienced dumpster diver never leaves 
home without a pair of bolt cutters and 
a pocket full of super-glue containers. 
Note: be on the lookout for the diver's 
most feared enemy, the Compactor. 
This evil waste crushing device is en- 
tirely enclosed with a spout to feed the 
com pactor leading from inside the build- 
ing. These dangerous machines have all 
kinds of hydraulic hoses and controls 


which are very vulnerable to sabotage. 
None of these machines should be left 
in operating order since they epitomize 
the greed, selfishness and waste of the 
business which owns it. Likewise, if you 
find a store where the employees set 
their "waste" aside for you, or simply 
smile and wish you a good day when 
they "catch" you rummaging through 
their dumpster treat them with respect. 
Pick up any garbage that may have 
fallen out during your search. Close the 
lids when you leave. Remember, the 
happier you keep them the happier 
they'll keep you. 

As you become more experienced 


you'll learn lots of little tricks which 
will make diving more exciting and 
successful. Some divers will exchange 
information to increase the number 
and diversity of successful dives. For 
example, a waitperson in a restaurant 
may clean out the salad bar or "hot 
rack" of a restaurant into one clean bag 
and then mark the bag with an "x" so 
the diver is spared a long, dirty search. 

Still others will damage products in- 
side the store and then check the 
dumpster for the next few days, till 
Bingo! Dumpster Score! This is like or- 
dering a pizza, never coming to pay for 
it and then extracting it from the 
dumpster later — still hot and boxed up. 

Personally, I just like to check the 
expiration dates on products and pick 
them up at the dumpster that night. 

By dumpster diving, not only are you 
saving money, but you are meeting 
your needs (and wants) without par- 
ticipating in this deadly consumer cul- 
ture thatis destroying our Mother by 
sucking dry her resources only to dump 
them back, as manufactured garbage, 
into the oceans and earth. When one 
dumpster dives, one holds up a looking 
glass to society which says, "Hey! Look 
what a bunch of ungrateful, wasteful 
scumbags you are. You should be 
ashamed of yourselves!" 

The joys, treasures, and endless ad- 
ventures that dumpster diving pro- 
vides are so abundant that one must 
dumpster dive to really believe it. The 
questions you'll keep asking yourself 
over and over again are: "Why was 
this thrown out? What's wrong with 
this?" Well, you won't find that an- 
swer by looking in the dumpster. You 
can only answer that question by look- 
ing at society. 

For the most in-depth look at 
dumpster diving (everything you 
wanted to know about diving but were 
too embarrassed to ask) check out John 
Hoffman’s The Art and Science of 
Dumpster Diving by Loompanics Un- 
limited. See you at the dumpster! 



Closet carnivore lunch score. Yumm! 


Cars Can't Dance 

. continued from the previous page 

August 4, RTS closed it for them. The action blocked 
the major arterial for two hours during morning rush 
hour with scaffolding tripods. Pedestrians joined in, 
and the local coffee shop delivered free coffee, tea 
and biscuits to the demonstrators. There is general 
pride and admiration of these actions by the commu- 
nity because, as Del says, "We are the only ones doing 
anything about this... [Pjublic perception is in sup- 
port of the general need to reduce car use and 
dependency. But this is not interpreted by individu- 
als that they should use their cars less." 

These actions often arise out of sheer frustration. 
Once you've tried all the "democratic" avenues and 
nothing's changed you just have to take it into your 
own hands. The Pedestrian's Association, tradition- 
ally a conservative organization with somewhat of 
an elderly membership, gained the assistance of 
younger anti-roads activists and held an action in 
early '95. They "bounced" a number of cars off the 
pavement onto the road. When the police arrived 
with the intention to arrest the "Car Bouncers," the 
demonstrators said, "You can't arrest us. We are only 
doing your job for you, these cars are illegally parked 
on the pavement. " The police thought about this and 
decided that the protesters were right, but were a bit 
confused when they had to defend the actions of the 
activists to irate car owners. 

Anti-car, -road, -traffic actions, or whatever you 
want to call them, are taking many forms in Lon- 


don. An important and empowering form is Critical 
Mass, aptly described as a "monthly coincidence." 
It is a bike ride through London's streets on the last 
Friday of each month during the afternoon peak. 
The July Critical Mass attracted over one thousand 
people. It is, as a Critical Mass leaflet puts it, a 
"tumultuous procession of hundreds of cyclists re- 
claiming the streets for the transport mode of the 
future." One Critical Mass participant describes it 
thusly, "There were no speeches or politics being 
rammed down your throat, we were just doing it, 
the streets were ours, we were stopping cars in their 
tracks and disobeying road rules." The Mass is a true 
disorganisation; there are no leaders and nobody 
knows where it is going. Decisions on the route to be 
taken are made at each intersection. And thus, the 
police once again can do nothing about it. It's a hell 
of a lot of fun. 

"A lot of people began trying to stop road con- 
struction and ended up defying authority," says RTS 
activist Roger. Critiques of road construction have 
deepened to an analysis of the car industry and an 
expression of this through direct action. The word 
"reclaim" is apt in that it implies direct action and 
defiance of authority. Reclaim The Streets' ultimate 
goal is to transform people's understanding of why 
roads don't need to be constructed into action; first 
by convincing people to take alternative forms of 
transport, and ultimately by empowering them to 
take creative and collective action to make change. 
Phil Pritchard from Road Alert, an anti-road group 
that networks road blockades across the country, 
comments, "People with a manifesto are basically 


people who want power. What we want to do is 
empower. The idea is to help everyone understand 
that they have the power within themselves to 
create a positive future." "Reclaim the Streets as 
such does not have any demands from someone else 
(i.e., the Government) we want direct action to be 
seen as the norm, the standard way to take action. 
It's more than just a transport campaign. The left, 
for what they are, continue to debate among them- 
selves rather than taking action. Reclaim the Streets 
is not for armchair chats but for those that want real 
change. I'd like to see RTS broaden out and see 
people taking action to end the growth economy. 
Perhaps this is a personal perspective but it's about 
empowering people to take control. It's not reform- 
ist, it's essentially revolutionary," Del concluded. 

Reclaim the Streets will be continuing a campaign 
of blocking main arterial routes, highlighting the 
Government's lack of response to air pollution. In 
the long term there will be bigger and better street 
parties, aimed at car manufacturers and motor 
shows, subvertising (the alteration of car images, 
billboards and advertisement to reflect their true 
role in society) and no doubt lots of other actions 
that creatively arise. Given that 1996 is the car 
industry's self-acclaimed year of the car (read ex- 
cuse for an onslaught year of marketing), it should 
be interesting... 

Natalie Moxham is an anti-road activist from 
Melbourne, Australia, who recently spent some time 
with the anti-roads movement in Britain. 
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Sand Creek— A Black Hills Gen 


Because the Black Hills have been pounded in so many ways for such a long 
time, any areas remaining relatively undisturbed are very special. Sand Creek is 
the least disturbed part of the entire area. Even the US Forest Service acknowl- 
edged the special character of Sand Creek in the recent Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement: 

"The remaining /undisturbed/ area is special for the Black Hills in that it is 
essentially unroaded and no large scale harvesting has taken place. It offers some 
spectacular scenery along Sand Creek with cliffs and steep slopes of limestone 
outcroppings. The area is isolated from the sights and sounds of man to a 
considerable extent by topography. Steep slopes in excess of 45 percent and elevation 
differences of more than 5 00 feet nearly surround the area, primarily along Idol 
Gulch and Spotted Tail Creek. Much of the area along Sand Creek is even steeper than 
that to the point of being cliffs. Because of the terrain, very little timber management 
and road building has occurred... Timber stands have been essentially void of 
management, except for relatively small areas. To the casual observer, the area has 
remained untouched. " 

Gorgeous, panoramic views can be seen from these hills, with towering 
limestone cliffs, deep lush forests, and majestic old-growth ponderosa pines. 
Sand Creek is one of the few remaining streams in the Black Hills without roads 
or human habitat. 

Another important feature of Sand Creek is the high number of rare plants 
found in the upper (southern) portion of the area. This cool, moist gulch 
contains a paper birch/hazelnut plant community, along with clubmosses, 
ferns and mitreworts. Indigenous populations include ten rare plants, five that 
are on the Forest Service Sensitive Species List. The Wyoming Natural Diversity 
Database found that "By providing a suitable special management designation 
for the area, the Forest Service can take a significant step towards protection of 
one of the outstanding botanical features of the Black Hills — the presence of 
disjunct plant populations, thought to be relics of past climates." 

The proposed mining "exploration" is just downstream of the boundary of 
the recommended Special Botanical Area. Nonetheless, road construction and 
improvement, along with increased interest in the area due to proposed 
exploration, will greatly increase access for other vehicles and ORVs, and 
thereby increase human impact on these rare plant communities. 

THE PROPOSED MINING OF SAND CREEK 

The proposal from Freedom Mineral Exploration and Development Associa- 
tion Mining would tear up the entire stream bed. This proposal, before the 
Forest Service and Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), is 
for "225 pits, 20 feet wide by 18 feet long, to be dug in and adjacent to Sand Creek.” 
The pits would be dug with backhoes and bulldozers. Heavy equipment and a 
2-ton water truck would be driven right up the streambed for about a mile. For 
another mile, remnants of an old two-track rail would be reconstructed for use 
by the miners. And if that isn't outrageous enough, the plan calls for a new road 
to be dozed into the roadless area. 


Right now, six miles of wild 
stream remain unimpaired by 
the logging roads, livestock 
fences, and timber sales so 
prevalent in the Black Hills. This 
so-called "exploration" would 
destroy the untrammeled char- 
acter of Sand Creek and would 
be a terrible loss. If a significant 
amount of gold was discovered, 
a full-scale development would 
take place right in the middle of 
the roadless area. Furthermore, 
the mining claims could be "patented," giving the mining company title to the 
land. That's right, due to the outdated General Mining Law of 1872, the most 
pristine area left in the Black Hills would become private property owned by the 
mining company and converted into an industrial site. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO STOP THE MINE 

It's absolutely critical that citizens demand protection of Sand Creek by 
writing letters to the Forest Service and the DEQ. Both Wyoming senators have 
already sent letters to the Forest Service on behalf of the mining company, so 
we must speak LOUDLY and CLEARLY. We must oppose ANY mining activities 
in the roadless area. We should ask for permanent withdrawl of Sand Creek from 
any mining to prevent this type of proposal from happening again. 

It may be difficult for the agencies to "just say no" to this mining proposal, 
but "no" is the only acceptable response. The Forest Service, under the National 
Environmental Protection Act, needs to prepare a complete Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposal. This will ensure that the public knows 
the environmental consequences and trade-offs of developing Sand Creek and 
make it easier for their voices to be heard. Alternatives in the EIS should look 
at prohibiting all mining, allowing NO road construction, no travel down the 
creekbed, and a variety of special protective designations for Sand Creek. An in- 
depth EIS would show that there's no way to simultaneously mine in Sand 
Creek AND protect its special values. 

Both the Forest Service and the Wyoming DEQ can require strong protection 
measures if some exploration is allowed, but they will not do so unless citizens 
demand it. The DEQ can also require a reclamation bond be posted up front by 
the mining company to cover the costs of restoration and reclamation. Again, 
only public pressure will ensure that a big enough bond is obtained. Please take 
the time to write to DEQ and the Forest Service. 

Send your letters to Tom Farver, District Ranger, Black Hills NF, Hwy. 14 East, 
PO Box 680, Sundance, WY 82729; (307) 283-1361; and to Bob Giurgevich, 
Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality, 1043 Coffeen Ave., Sheridan, 
WY 82801; (307) 672-6488. 




Jerry Goodrich's playground — the Crandon Mine pit 


Exxon Office coni 000 

continued from front page 

As some organizers leafleted outside, the rest of us 
confronted Exxon stooges one by one as they came to 
work with the question, "Is it true that Exxon has 
abandoned plans to site any metallic sulfide mines in 
northern Wisconsin?" Apparently not. 

So we stuck around and made certain that work was 
brought to a halt while we were there. At about 9 am, 
the media began to arrive (late, as usual); the action 
went statewide as a lead story on Wisconsin Public 
Radio, NBC and a number of regional papers. The 
coverage generally went something like: Protester — 
"I grew up in Wisconsin, and I intend to defend my 
state with my life if need be. These Exxon people are 
not from Wisconsin, and they will likely be long 
gone when this mine starts to contaminate Wiscon- 
sin." Exxon Official — "The tailings will be contained 
forever. Obviously these people don't know what 
they are talking about and haven't read our reports." 

At 9 am, the local police also showed up. We had 
decided before the action not to risk arrest, so we 
tried to prolong our stay as long as possible without 
getting caught. Taking a cue from folks at Cove/ 
Mallard, we offered the cops donuts and coffee, 
which they ruefully refused. We also responded to 
their order to disperse with the question, "What 
legal rights do we have?" It took them a while to 
educate us on the finer points of private property 
rights and trespassing. Finally, it was time to go, so 
we left. We got what we needed; we upped the ante. 

Following the action we picketed in front of the 
office, singing "Here's to the State of Tommy Th- 
ompson," and chanting, "Save the Hodag!" (The 
Hodag is the local spirit demon that is the familiar 
of Rhinelander, Wisconsin. It looks a little like a fire- 
breathing Gila monster, and is one of several species 
endangered by the proposed Exxon mine.) 
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On Sunday, October 29th, one day earlier, we 
marched through the streets of Rhinelander, starting 
off from the Oneida Mall, heading to the Exxon 
offices, chanting, singing, to the County Courthouse. 
We ended the march at City Hall, where we heard 
from a number of local activists involved in the fight 
for First Nations' treaty rights and against the pro- 
posed Exxon mine. 

The reaction in Rhinelander, WI (population 7,000) 
was pretty darn favorable. We were greeted with 
cheers, thumbs up and donuts by local folk, which 
we did not expect. The Rhinelander police were 
cordial and told us, "Don't assume that there aren't 
people on the force that aren't on your side, because 
there are." In Pickerel, WI, which is a tiny town some 
dozen miles downriver of the proposed mine site, 
we were given free food and drink. 

The Wolf River actions were the 15th and 16th 
anti-mine events that took place in Wisconsin in a 
period of a little over a month [see last issue of the EF!J 
for the 13th and 14th actions]. On September 16, the 
National People's Campaign Midwest Caravan for 
Justice began at the Mole Lake Sokaogon Chippewa 


community, one mile away from the 
proposed mine site. Over 100 activists 
from across the Midwest, including strik- 
ing Caterpillar workers from Decatur 
and activists from black communities in 
Milwaukee came together and demon- 
strated solidarity with the Sokaogon 
Chippewa in their fight against the pro- 
posed mine. 

If you would like more information 
regarding the proposed Exxon/Rio 
Algom mine, please write Midwest Head- 
waters EF! at 731 State Street, Madison, 
Wisconsin 53703 or call (608) 255-8765. 
Other numbers to call for info include 
Wolf River EF! at (414) 497-5812, North 
Forests EF! at (414) 424-0578, Wiscon- 
sin Environmental Decade at (608) 25 1-7020, North- 
ern Thunder at (7 1 5) 831-3243, the National People’s 
Campaign Milwaukee at (414) 374-1034. 

Take action against Exxon: 

• Send a contribution to 'Midwest Headwaters' at 
the above address, and we will get the money into 
a bail fund for upcoming direct actions. 

• Write a letter to Crandon Mining Company Presi- 
dent Jerry Goodrich at his home address: 5510 
Mohawk Rd., Rhinelander, WI 54501. 

• Organize an action to shut down Exxon offices 
near you. Haven't they committed enough crimes? 

• Phone the law offices of Foley and Lardner at (414) 
271-2400 and ask them to drop Exxon as a client. 

• Phone Wisconsin Governor Tommy Thompson 
and sing, "Oh, here's to the land you've torn out the 
heart of. Tommy Thompson, find yourself another 
planet to be part of!" to the tune of Phil Ochs' 
"Here's to the State of Richard Nixon." (Write us for 
the words.) 

• Move to southern Wisconsin, get active on the 
mining issue, live out of your car/pack, or live in a 
co-op and get a job at Wisconsin's Environmental 
Decade canvassing on the mining issue. 



Fish and Wildlife Service Plans to Delist the Gray Wolf 


continued from front page 

include "minimizing] the need for federal involve- 
ment," and "addressing] the problem of wolves 
showing up and causing conflicts in areas of the US 
that do not have general potential for wolf recovery 
without excess conflict with humans." This is agency- 
speak for abdicating legal responsibilities to recover 
the species in the face of objections by ranchers. 

The draft USFWS policy calls for expanding the 
jurisdictions of the three current wolf recovery 
plans (the northern Rockies gray wolf, eastern 
timber wolf and Mexican gray wolf) to include 
every area in the lower 48 states where gray wolves 
used to live. That much sounds like a reasonable 
compromise and atonement for the horrendous 
destruction humanity has visited upon wolves and 
their habitats. 

There is, of course, a catch. Though most of the 
contiguous states (all areas outside the original 
range of the red wolf in the South) would formally 
be designated part of a "gray wolf population area" 
(note, not a "recovery" area), and though wolves 
would be considered "recovered" throughout the 
United States, no wolves would need be present in 
the vast majority of these areas. Once wolves have 
been deemed "recovered" in the minute ranges 
called for in current recovery plans, the species will 
be de-listed everywhere, and existing federal protec- 
tions would be terminated: "The recovery goals 
(number of wolves) for each plan would remain the 
same as already approved," states an agency memo 
outlining the policy. "However, when those goals 
are met for any given plan, the wolf would be 
delisted for the entire population area." Thankfully, 
in the case of the critically endangered Mexican 
gray wolf, recovery goals will be revised somewhat. 

The current recovery goals measure numbers of 
wolves, regardless of trends in available habitat. 
Thus, if wolf populations remain at an arbitrary 
level for a few short years, the species will be re- 
moved from the endangered species list, even though 
federal and private interests will continue to clearcut, 
graze, stripmine, subdivide and otherwise degrade 
the habitat needed by the species over the long run. 

Coilspring Trap (Set Position) 
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For the northern Rocky Mountains, wolf recovery 
will be considered complete when ten breeding 
pairs become established in each of three areas 
(central Idaho, northwestern Montana and 
Yellowstone National Park) for three successive years. 
Since USFWS may drop off 30 more wolves in both 
Idaho and Yellowstone at the beginning of 1996, 
these criteria could be met shortly after the turn of 
the century. 

Yet these isolated populations may not be suffi- 
cient for long term genetic diversity, a subject ad- 
dressed in neither the recovery plans nor in the new 
federal proposal. Nor do the recovery plans provide 
for habitat corridors to bridge the "islands" and 
alleviate the effects of inbreeding. Under a best case 
scenario that assumes no inbreeding problems, some 
areas will indeed continue to support a handful of 
wolves. But these places will constitute highly man- 
aged outdoor "zoos," not wild places in which the 
drama of evolution plays on. 

Without federal protections based on the habitat 
needs of specific species (such as the wolf), remain- 
ing unprotected roadless areas between existing 
wolf populations will probably be destroyed. Re- 
cently, some scientists associated with federal agen- 
cies have portrayed wolf recovery as independent of 


habitat constraints. Nevertheless, high road densi- 
ties have never been consistent with long term, 
viable populations of wolves. Wolves need recovery 
plans that ensure permanent habitat protection. 

The new federal strategy, if adopted, contradicts 
the all-important goal of the ESA to recover endan- 
gered species and the ecosystems upon which they 
depend. Even if wolf recovery is achieved in the 
northern Rockies, it will not help Colorado's south- 
ern Rocky Mountains, nor the Great Basin, the 
Great Plains, nor the Cascades, each of which also 
need flourishing wolf populations for their ecologi- 
cal health. 

Indeed, the prospect of wolves migrating on their 
own to "states where their presence was not planned 
and where the Service [USFWS] has no objectives for 
wolf recovery" drives this proposal. In a section 
entitled, "The Problem," the memo notes that, 
"Wolves have begun to recolonize Washington, 
and the issue of wolf recovery in Washington has 
emerged." Likewise, under the same heading, comes 
the inconvenient news that "Wolf dispersal into the 
Dakotas from an expanding population in Minne- 
sota has increased, and wolf reproduction appears 
to be occurring in northern North Dakota." 

Wolves with healthy dispersal and reproductive 
instincts are only part of "The Problem." A public 
that cares about wolves is equally problematic. 

Interest in restoring wolves to Colorado has in- 
creased. Congress has funded a feasibility studies 
independent of any stated objective by the Service 
to recover the wolf there. A preliminary feasibility 
report has been issued indicating that Colorado 
could potentially support 1,200 wolves, and an- 
other study revealed that the majority of residents 
support reintroduction. Nonetheless, there is still 
significant opposition in Colorado to any reintro- 
duction effort at this time. 

A similar "problem" is that, "Interest in restoring 
wolves to the northeastern United States and areas 
of Oregon and California is increasing." 

All of these disparate problems stem from the 
recovery mandate of the Endangered Species Act. By 
removing the wolf from the endangered species list, 
the Fish and Wildlife Service extricates itself from 
having to stand up for the habitat of wolves that 
recolonize new areas on their own and from having 
to write recovery plans for areas with the habitat to 
support new wolf populations. 

And habitat is the sticking point for the agency. 
The delisting of wolves fits into the pattern of 
previous administrations — a pattern that has in- 
creased under President Clinton — to shut down any 
recovery programs that may involve habitat protec- 
tion, and instead attempt to delist species before 
they are biologically recovered. Even before Clinton 
came to office, the Fish and Wildlife Service con- 
tinuously worked to delist the grizzly bear, even 
though grizzly habitat continues to decline through- 
out its range. The wolf delisting 
proposal follows a similar po- 
litically-driven logic. 

The policy will have implica- 
tions beyond the slow demise 
of wolves or their confinement 
to large outdoor "zoos." Even 
beyond blocking legal mandates 
for new wolf reintroduction pro- 
grams, the policy will doom 
many wolves that follow the 
ancient urge to cover ground. 

The plan acknowledges this po- 
litically inconvenient issue: 

"By the time wolves reach re- 
covery goals in various parts of 
the US, dispersing individuals probably will have at- 
tempted to colonize Nebraska, Utah, Colorado, Ne- 
vada, Oregon and northern California. Without doubt, 
attainment of recovery levels in Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
Michigan, Montana, Idaho, and Yellowstone will mean 
wolves will continue to appear in several areas where 
recovery is not practical or planned at this time. Under 
present recovery goals and criteria the species would 
continue to be listed as endangered in such areas, and 
the opportunities for wolf management would be lim- 
ited by that classification." 
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But with wolves off the endangered species list, 
these dispersing wolves, though officially "recov- 
ered," will also likely be dead. Many of these states 
have a bounty on wolves. Colorado first enacted a 
bounty in 1869, and the state legislature reaffirmed 
that bounty in the 1995 session. 

Unlike the Clinton Administration, Sinapu does 
not believe we can defend the ESA through a series of 
retreats. Rather, we must articulate the link between 
high profile endangered species such as the gray 
wolf, and the habitat and other components of 
ecosystems with which such species coevolved. The 
overwhelming majority of Americans who support 
endangered species (according to several polls) will 
not be convinced to become active through equivo- 
cation. Rather, they will be inspired through biologi- 
cally conservative and morally defensible proposals 
to restore endangered species, close the roads and 
kick out the livestock that threaten wolf survival, and 
clearly value the life of the planet over corporate 
welfare. It is madness to ask for anything less. 

What you can do: Write 
your member of Congress, 
and ask him or her to con- 
tact Secretary of the Inte- 
rior Bruce Babbitt about 
this proposal. Also, write 
Babbitt directly. Finally, 
write a letter to the editor 
about the issue and when 
it is published send a copy 
to Sinapu. We will use it to 
show widespread opposi- 
tion to this plan. 

Members of Congress 
can be reached at US 
House, Washington, DC 
20510 or the US Senate, Washington, DC 20515. 
Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt can be reached at 
the USFWS, Department of the Interior, 18th & C 
Street NW, Washington, DC 20240. 

Michael Robinson is executive director of Sinapu, a 
nonprofit group named for the Ute Indian word for 
"wolves." They are working to recover wolves in Colo- 
rado and restore their habitat. For more information, 
contact Sinapu at PO Box 3243, Boulder, CO 80307; 
(303) 447-8655. 
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The Editors gently request letters 


continued from page 3 

Dear EF!, 

For all your pretenses at 
radicalism, the Journal and 
practically all its authors are 
neglecting one of the most radical 
and powerful tools available: 
words. The choice of terminology 
usually used in the Journal is not 
radical or radicalizing enough. 
You consistently employ the 
enemy forces' chosen 
terminology when referring to 
them and their actions. Stop 
calling them "police," "law- 
enforcement officers," and 
"authorities," and call them 


"gangsters," stop saying they 
"arrested" people and say 
"kidnapped; " call the gang leader 
a "gang leader" instead of a 
"judge; money demanded for 
someone's freedom is "ransom," 
not "bail" or a "fine." 

The use of the enemy’s words 
legitimizes them. Use of words 
which describe their actions 
without the cloak of legitimacy 
is essential to reveal the truth 
about their actions and social 
role. Choose your words to 
delegitimize those who claim 
authority. The Journal and its 
readers need to be radicalized and 
this is the most important way to 
do it. Just tell the truth. Stop 
repeating the establishment's lies. 

And also quit advising readers 
to "write your representatives in 
Washington" when you really 
mean "write big businesses' rep- 
resentatives in Washington." 
Congress does not represent me 
and no member of Congress will 
vote against his clients, who put 
him in office, just because of a 
letter from some total stranger. 
What do you think this is, a de- 
mocracy? Letters to Congress are 
a joke. Everyone in Washington 
knows that the number of letters 
received on an issue has nothing 
to do with the number of voters 
who care about it, but only re- 
flects the time, energy and exper- 
tise put into soliciting letters by 
the few dedicated individuals 
conducting the campaign. If a 
member of Congress gets more 
than two or three letters on a 
subject it is obvious that a cam- 
paign is underway to get people 
to write letters, so letters on that 
subject are ignored because they 
are known to result from an orga- 
nized letter-writing campaign. 

It is not the role of government 
to restrict exploitation of the 
environment; the role of govern- 
ment is always to facilitate such 
exploitation. This is not going to 
change. EF! should stop wasting 
time, money and effort on unre- 


alistic efforts to manipulate the 
government and focus on ways 
that individuals and small groups 
can protect wildernesses without 
any government help. To judge 
from the Journal, EFI's whole 
agenda is to advocate passage and 
enforcement of laws. This is way 
out of contact with today's po- 
litical reality. 

— Anonymous 

Dear Shit for Brains, 

re: Bill Fold's article (Samhain 
1 995) on the Cove/Mallard Dirty- 
dozen trial for a tripod and 
lockdown action on the Jack Tim- 
ber Sale road. 

It was in fact 
degrading to 
read the last 
paragraph, 
"...contact the 
Cove Mallard/ 
Last Wilderness 
Defense..." 

The article 
fails to mention 
the Cove/Mal- 
lard Coalition. 
This is confus- 
ing to me. I've 
never even 
heard of the 
Cove Mallard/ 
Last Wilderness 
Defense. In all 
fairness, this group may have been 
involved with this action; I don't 
know. The Coalition did, in fact, 
contribute to this action, trial and 
jailing. Also, the Coalition did 
help with the other actions that 
occurred this summer (and the 
preceding three years as well). 

• I will write to the Cove Mal- 
lard/Last Wilderness Defense. 
Maybe we could work together. 
Maybe they have some re- 
sources — we certainly do not. If 
you want to write to them, be 
sure to use the correct zip code 
for Moscow. 

Perhaps 1 can clear up some 
other people's confusion on this 
point. You can reach the Cove/ 
Mallard Coalition at either: Cove/ 
Mallard Coalition — Moscow of- 
fice, PO Box 8968, Moscow, ID 
83843; phone (208) 882-9755; 
Cove/Mallard Coalition — 
Missoula office, 127 E Main #319 
Missoula, MT 59802; phone (406) 
549-3978. 

Also, I would like to mention 
Seeds of Peace, without whom 
this action could never have hap- 
pened. You can reach them at: 
Seeds of Peace PO Box 31076 
Flagstaff, AZ 86003. 

Other than that, good article. 
Will you please print this sen- 
tencing statement which was 
made before the court by one of 
the dirty dozen? 

Sincerely, 

— Steve Paulson 

Editor's note: 

Unfortunately, the eloquent sen- 
tencing/closing statement which 
Steve requested is too lengthy to 
reprint. However, if you'd like a 
copy, contact the C/M Coalition or 
us at the EF!J. 

—PR 

Editor EF! Journal and Bill Fold, 

This letter is in response to the 
Earth First! Dream Team article 
which all but turned the Dirty 
Dozen court case into a joke. As a 
Dirty Dozen defendant, I see this 


article as condescending, for it 
minimizes the content of what 
happened in the courtroom. The 
substance does not even come 
close to matching the heading of 
the article. Maybe an appropri- 
ate heading would read, Cove/ 
Mallard Circus Arrives In Mos- 
cow! Moscow, ID or Moscow, 
Russia? Both! ! Yup, did you know 
that we received international 
attention from three Russian for- 
est activists who ventured to 
Idaho to show their support after 
attending the Siberian Forest 
Conference in Seattle? 

I do not know where to begin to 
express my disappointment. First, 
I would like to point out the lack 
of seriousnessof thearticle. When 
one reads the other articles in the 
Journal, there is a sense of ur- 
gency, earnestness and outrage. 
Granted, our court case was one 
of uniqueness with 12 attorneys 
and 12 defendants being tried si- 
multaneously and that may have 
lent it some "circus" qualities, but 
that is almost unavoidable. Our 
action and court proceedings 
seemed to the author unappreci- 
ated and disrespectful. 

Second, despite the arduous 
court proceedings, the author 
miserably failed to reflect on the 
various defenses our council used 
which tremendously enhanced 
the importance of this court case. 
The defenses included question- 
ing the legitimacy of the closure 
order as being discriminatory 
against a group of individuals, 
the necessity defense, outrageous 
government conduct by the 
freddies, and of course pinning 
the US Forest Service on NEPA, 
NMSA, ESA, CWA and timber 
management plan violations. All 
this is on the record for future 
cases and for our appeal, which 
has already been filed. 

Third, our witnesses included 
head-enchiladas from the Nez 
Perce National Forest and the Red 
River Ranger Station, Law 
Enforcement Officers (LEO), USFS 
timber contract sales 
administrators, loggers, and a 
security person who took the 5th 
when questioned about the 
possession of a weapon and being 
intoxicated at the action site. 
Needless to say we picked them 
apart one by one. One LEO was 
on the verge of breaking down 
because of our attorneys' 
persistence, and her 
contradictory testimony. 

Perhaps if the author had actu- 
ally been present on the day of 
the action, "he" would have un- 
derstood the court proceedings, 
been more aware of the signifi- 
cance of our trial and ground 
that was gained in the Cove/ 
Mallard campaign. We were able 
to submit a lot of evidence on 
public record, witnessed USFS 
employees perjuring themselves 
on the stand, and got the best 
press coverage we have ever had 
in four years of working to save 
the largest wilderness area in the 
lower 48 states. Ironically, Bill 
Fold's article was the worst me- 
dia piece we got. 

— A Dirty Dozen Defendant 

Dear Defendant: 

I am sorry that you found my 
article condescending; I did not mean 
it to be and the thought that I di- 
minished the efforts of any of the 


defendants mortifies me. 

It is true my article was not seri- 
ous, and I agree with you that the 
Cove/Mallard timber sales are a se- 
rious matter. It is true that I did not 
discuss the important defenses pre- 
sented in your trial. Your third charge, 
that I did not report the miserable 
behavior of the various officials in 
the courtroom, is also true. 

I believe, however, that I did un- 
derstand the court proceedings, and 
I did the best I could to portray the 
surreal atmosphere of sheer lunacy 
that surrounds such events. 

As far as not dwelling on or even 
discussing the specific defenses used 
and the miserable behavior of offi- 
cials, I can only say that my pri- 
mary objective was not to report the 
various legal details but to let read- 
ers know that courageous people are 
risking their freedom to fight for a 
very precious place. I wanted read- 
ers to know that now, four years 
later, people like you are still there, 
still braving the famous Idaho judi- 
cial system, still standing up to 
violent cops, still holding the fred- 
dies accountable for the tragedy of 
Cove/Mallard. 

Four years have passed, but the 
fight over Cove/Mallard has only 
begun. There remain more than a 
hundred miles of road to be built, 
and we will need both our resolve 
and our humor to see that it never 
happens. Defendant, I hope you stick 
around. 

— Bill Fold a.k.a. Erik Ryberc 
Dear Editor: 

Karyn Strickler's column, "En- 
vironmental Politics Ain't for Sis- 
sies: Living up to the Legend" 
was at the very least interesting. 
While we agree that courageous 
leadership is needed to combat 
this radically anti-environmen- 
tal Congress, Strickler's harsh 
words for national level environ- 
mental groups were a bit deceiv- 
ing. 

In the summer of 1995, De- 
fenders wrote a letter to Con- 
gressman Gilchrest (R-MD) stat- 
ing that we considered his pro- 
posed amendments to the En- 
dangered Species Act to be a good 
first step, especially when com- 
pared to the other ESA bills, such 
as the infamous Young/Pombo 
bill (H.R. 2275). We recognized 
then that the Gilchrest bill (H.R. 
2374) needed some technical 
changes to ensure that species 
protection was strengthened, not 
weakened. Now, in fact, expert 
ESA litigator Eric Glitzenstein has 
recently expressed the view that 
while the technical language of 
the Gilchrest bill can be im- 
proved, most of its basic provi- 
sions are sound. 

As Strickler conceded, there was 
significant strategic value to our 
decision to generally support the 
Gilchrest bill — we wanted to split 
congressional Republicans into 
two camps so that Young and 
Pombo would not be viewed as 
representatives of a Republican 
consensus. Towards that goal, we 
were 1 00% successful. Now a pro- 
environmental offshoot of the 
Republican party is gaining size 
and strength — evidenced in part 
by the failure so far of the Inte- 
rior Appropriations bill to win a 
majority vote in the House of 
Representatives. 

In the meantime, Defenders is 
listening quite carefully to the 


call of the grassroots groups to 
come up with proactive and 
strengthening amendments to 
the ESA. Indeed, we are proud to 
be sponsoring the Grassroots 
Environmental Effectiveness Net- 
work (GREEN), under the direc- 
tion of Roger Featherstone, to 
improve communications and le- 
verage the power of the grassroots 
community. 

We agree with Strickler's asser- 
tion that our bottom line stan- 
dard for reauthorization should 
be to improve species protection, 
not to undermine it. We think 
that NOW is the time to push for 
a national debate on biodiversity 
and endangered species. For these 
reasons, we are considering how 
to legislatively implement the 
recommendations of the Na- 
tional Academy of Sciences on 
improving the biological basis 
for species protection. 

In the future, you can be sure 
that we will communicate more 
clearly with affected activists 
about key political decisions in 
D.C. But communication is a two- 
way street. Before good folks draw 
pens slamming us in public, pick 
up the phone and give us a call. 
We continue to believe that 
strong endangered species pro- 
tection will soon become a bipar- 
tisan goal. 

For all that is wild, 

— William J. Snape, III 
Legal Director 
— Heather L. Weiner 
Legislative Counsel, 
Defenders of Wildlife 

Dear EF! J, 

Although most of the folks 
working to save Ward Valley from 
becoming a nuclear waste dump 
are from more mainstream, lib- 
eral environmental groups, they 
do support more radical efforts. 
There are a few EF!ers working on 
this but it would be great to see 
more — especially if it comes 
down to physically defending it. 

On another note, some of us 
are trying to get a video (maybe 
literature too) together having 
Native peoples talking to other 
Native peoples about the effects 
of meat consumption on their 
land and lives (i.e., cattle grazing 
on reservations destroying land 
and polluting water and how that 
effects the people). Anyone with 
info or who wants to help, get in 
touch. 

— Seth 

AAG, PO Box 3223, 
Running Springs, CA 92382 
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down of recycled material and of patriarchal society and breed- production to one child or never future decisions, not the past. Chil- 

from what companies your ing. It seems most men and more than two. dren they have already had are here, 

printer buys. Thanks. womyn I've talked to want to — Diane Reimers and must be regarded positively as 

Peace and Love, deny this. Yet, today the fight for important persons, not as "mis- 

— Mor-Tox womyn's choice in this issue is Kelpie Wilson responds: takes." Concentrate on encouraging 

DearMor-Tox: either post-pregnancy (in the case / don't see how R. Turner could parents to educate their children 

The Journal is printed on Smurfit of abortion) or pre-relationship possibly have concluded that I ad- about overpopulation and the im- ism are serving to increase igno- 

Newsprint. Post-consumer waste (in case of vasectomies where vocate extermination of indigenous portance of limiting family size or ranee, widen the chasm between 

content varies from 35-65 percent. hetero men choose for womyn). people. On the contrary, I believe adopting a non-reproducing lifestyle. the materially haves and have 

We welcome leads on obtaining pa- How about empowering womyn that these are the most precious nots, and misdirect the benefits 

per with a higher recycled content. to choose their own fate! Most people on earth: only they have the Dear EF! Journal, of labor to a military industrial 

— Editors modern birth control methods experience of living in balance with In response to the numerous complex which is insane to na- 

do not guarantee protection. If a the earth and we must leant from letters I have recently seen in the ture. There is no reason to in any 

Dear Split your veins, condom is 99 percent effective, it them. What I want to do is to EF! Journal regarding environ- way allow the continuance of 

In the Samhain 1995 EF! Jour- is 1 percent ineffective. What is contribute to a new earth-centered mental destruction in small the hallucination of materialism. 

nal, VHEMT activist Kelpie Wil- an unintentional or accidental ethical system for all of the rest of towns and cities across the na- The first priority is to free oneself 

son writes, "When overpopula- pregnancy? You didn't know you us. Part of that ethical system must tion, let me tell you about the from it. Nothing good is possible 

tion threatens group survival, the had sex? Non-violence for all life be a set of limits on population size. land-rape occurring in Encinitas, for anybody caught up in it, be- 

only way to control it (without requires effort. Waste produced We should all be constructively in- a small coastal city thirty miles cause one cannot function prop- 

modem contraceptives and abor- by operations or devices/drugs is volved in the creation of this new north of San Diego, California. erly while being basically en- 

tion) is to practice infanticide." I likely NOT kind to the Earth. ethical system, but kneejerk re- Not more than a year ago, the slaved. It is imperative to act in a 

beg to differ with Kelpie on this. Abortions are NOT kind to sponses like R. Turner's are aimed people of Encinitas voted on an manner which promotes the 

In fact, there are a few ancient womyn, Earth or unborn. A new at cutting offthe discussion. Native initiative to transform one of the withering of the present socio- 
methods of population control life, in Today's world, is likely American author Ward Churchill last sizable pieces of remaining political disaster, and the flower- 

that don't have to involve vio- NOT kind to the Earth and her has an appropriate rejoinder to at- coastal wildland in North County ing of a world reality as it is 

lence at all. The first one that inhabitants. How about us men tacks like R. Turner’s: into "Encinitas Ranch," a pro- supposed to be, in accord with 

comes to mind is of course the empowering womyn to choose I don't want a bunch of Third posed community not unlike the the design of the creation, 
ever unpopular (oops. . .) celi- for themselves. How about Worlders — or anyone else for that current Village Park that turned The truth is that there exist 

bacy! Now, I don't know how womyn and Earth First! matter — jumping up in my face the rolling hills of past Encinitas universal laws which we appreci- 

modern this technique is but re- — Compost Heap screaming that I'm advocating into a track-house nightmare, ate, because they allow every- 

ligious folk have been practicing "genocide." Get off that bullshit. Once completed, the 850-acre thing to exist perfectly. When 

this physical practice for centu- Dear EF! Journal: It's genocide when some central- Encinitas Ranch will consist of a these higher laws are violated, 

ries in the least. Many seem to The article, "Sex and Breeding ized state, or some colonizing huge shopping center, a golf suffering results. This is the basic 

find some spiritual focus in do- in the 20th Century" by Kelpie power, imposes sterilization or course, over one thousand new fact of life on Earth for human- 

ing so. Of course, VHEMT might Wilson seems to advocate exter- abortion on target groups. It's homes, three athletic fields, and ity. We are duty bound to uphold 

argue as they did in their blank mination of indigenous people. not genocide at all when we rec- last but not least, a four-lane high- the universal laws or face the 

wall that, "less than 0.4% of each This seems terribly insensitive to ognize that we have a problem, way which will be laid over where consequences, 

day's heterosexual trysts result the fact that cultural genocide of and take the logical steps our- now exists a beautiful sandstone With this in mind, the Earth 

in the creation of new humans — indigenous people is still being selves to solve them. Voluntary mesa. People were actually led to First! movement has initiated a 

a statistically insignificant corre- practiced by industrial society. sterilization is not a part of geno- believe (through city-funded pro- boycott of the 1996 political elec- 

lation for proving causation." She is misguided to claim that cide. Voluntary abortion is not a paganda) that this project would tions in the U.S. You are encour- 

And so of course, since the pri- "our species" is causing extermi- part of genocide. And, most im- benefit the town by replacing aged to make your presence 

mary purpose of sex is not to nation of life on earth. Let her portantly, educating ourselves "useless overgrown hillsides" with known at the state primaries 

breed (since 99.6% of hetero- speak for herself. Industrial soci- and our respective peoples to "a beautiful community that will which date from February 20th 

sexual acts do not end up in preg- ety is causing this extermination. bring our birth rates under con- attract residents and visitors through June 4th. (Those out- 

nancy) there is no reason to ad- There are and have been lots of trol through conscious resort to alike." Well, the suckers who side of the U.S. are asked to ap- 

vocate anything crazy like just natural human societies that ac- birth control measures is not a bought into the Proposition K predate what is going on here.) 

not fucking! Oh, I failed to men- tively aided and are aiding life on part of genocide... It’s about get- (what the initiative was called) Let's autonomously put together 

tion (as did VHEMT) the percent- earth even in the face of horrible ting back in touch with our own bullshit are now looking over a roadshows to canvass the states, 

age of pregnancies that are a re- violence presently directed ways, our own traditions, our own wasteland of leveled dirt where drawing attention to bioregional 

suit ofthese "heterosexual trysts." against them by governments knowledge, and it's long past time flower fields and coastal sage once environmental problems, and to 

1 don't know if sperm banks trans- and multinational corporations, we got out of our own way in this grewin abundance, complete with encourage others to stop promot- 

late to a lack of sexual activity An example of this is the Tukano respect... (from Struggle for the over fifty earth-movers, bulldoz- ing a socio-political system which 

either. (How do they get those tribe of South America who are Land, p.437, Common Courage ers and draglines exhuming clouds has permitted "ten percent of the 

sperm again??) Let's just say that losing their home to Shell Oil Press, 1993) of black smoke into the clean salty population to have more wealth 

99% of pregnancies result from Co. drilling activities. The letter from Compost Heap air of these coastal foothills. than the other ninty percent." 

sexual acts (why not?). So why For Ms. Wilson to claim that advocates celibacy as preferable to AARRRGGG!!!! Anyway, after (Source of quote: Vice-President 

not advocate celibacy? Just too our species is causing eco-destruc- hi-tech contraceptives and abortions. evading arrest twice, I have used A1 Gore, in a speech made at the 

unpopular? tion she is giving the misan- Celibacy has been used by many up most of my superpowers de- Madison, WI Capitol Building 

What about the use of moral, thropic eco-rapists justification cultures to help keep birth rates down, fending this place against the during the previous political cam- 

social (advocacy?), or legal meth- for their current campaign of but it will never work for everyone. Enemy. Trabajo del noche es paign of 1991.) You are encour- 

ods of population control. Could genocide and extermination of To me it is ludicrous to complain imposible este lugar. Can they be aged to stop giving resources and 

institutions like marriage be used the last remaining indigenous about the tiny amount of waste from stopped? Or is it too late? power to a socio-political system 

to control unwanted children or nature aiding tribal cultures. industrially produced condoms and — Rastro that is taking the society it was 

numbers of children (not quite a — R. Turner pills. I don’t see any Earth Firstters created to serve absolutely no- 
suggestion)? You know, themes refusing to eat food because it came An open letter to the world, where. There is no other realistic 

like NO SEX BEFORE MARRIAGE! Re: Sex and Breeding (Samhain, in plastic packaging. All life involves The hallucination of material- strategy for responding to the 

Historically, there have been 1995) some waste and violence toward other ism is coming to an end! The hallucination of materialism, 

hundreds of different methods I am a grandmother of nine species. Abortion may be seen as ignorance of spiritual life, the than to BOYCOTT ELECTION 

of controlling populations grandchildren (1 had three chil- "violent" but it is a lot less violent criminality of capitalism, and the 1996! 

through social pressures. The dren). My children were all born than infanticide, and so it is a good failure of military industrial com- — Craig Stehr 

problem today of course is that long before I became an environ- thing, a necessary sacrifice when plexes to create sane, loving, tran- 

industrial society promotes popu- mentalist or even knew anything birth control does not work. By all scendentally conscious society, Editor's note: Along with other 

lation rather than population about the health of our Earth. means, be an "eco-monk" as an has left humanity with no other letters urging the Journal to support 

control. And so the EF! VHEMT This is not the issue. example to the rest of us, but don’t choice than to embark on an the boycott, we received a press re- 
movement has worked on pro - The issue is harassment of assume that your way of life is pos- entirely different journey. This lease announcing that activists had 

moting the use of industrial sur- womyn who have children now. sible for everyone. journey must be earmarked by a consensed on the boycott at the re- 

gery techniques, lubricated latex I tell harassers that though I had Finally, thanks to Diane Reimers life conscious of its spiritual iden- cent Northeast rendezvous. 

and other birth reduction de- three by choice, I have no con- for illustrating the compassionate tity, (other than the body /mind Although the above letter should 

vices/drugs. Yet, putting the Earth trol over the number of children way to talk to people about repro- complex), a life based on sharing not be construed as a movement- 

fust has come second hand to produced by my progeny. I did ductive choices. It’s unfair to blame of the Earth's resources, and wide statement, it represents the 

our sexual urges! reprimand my son more than people for choices that they made mindful of environmental con- feelings of at least some Earth 

Now, I'm not suggesting that once for his five, but whether without knowing any better. When sequences. First! ers. What do you think? 

having sex is sin by EF! stan- these reprimands did any good, educating people about population The institutions of material- 
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KRM€D WITH 

VISIONS 


COMMUNION 

I know you 

Like a long-haired lover 
In all seasons. 

In spring finery 
And in Winter undress. 

And now, 

As the brittle, naked bodies 
Of your trees 
Rustle and groan, 

Sway and whisper 
In communion, 

Their branched arteries 
Infinitesimally vanishing 
Into the body of the firmament, 
Their tangled summer excesses 
Bared in vulnerability, 

I exult. 

And lying on this winter grass 
Watching these pearl-black clouds 
Heading swiftly North, 

I give thanks, 

That this place of infinite Mystery 
Is my home 

— Mary de La V alette 



GRASS 

The Great Wild West 
Dawn's early light 
An "open" valley floor 
Like 10,000 others 

Stillness 

Frost 

Mist 

A doe 
Descends 
Cautiously 
Through the trees 

Into the open 

To 

Steal 

Some Gra$$ 



CLEAR AS CUT GLASS 

& JUST AS DANGCROUS 


Send Poetry Submissions to: 
Warrior Poets Society 
ASUC Box 361 
Berkeley, CA 94720-4510 

all rights reserveb to the authors 




Uncollsrcd Now 

for thc Florida Panthgr 

Am I behind the next palmetto clump 

crouching waiting 

eyes black slits 

opening into depths 

of primordial instinct 

of stealth 

of persecution 

of mercury poisoning 

Now Rage 

spine cracking 

Rippling muscle twitching 

in the instant before 

before 

time slows circles 
Sawgrass Rustles 
you are so near 
I can smell 
Unaware 
it is time 
Now 

crushing leap 

bury you under humid leaves 

full belly 

the sun cycle 

again spun around 

flesh bones soil 

Plant prey 

Predator 

— Michael Keys 


TO SHIT PROPER 

Draw a circle in the duff 
with a walking stick 

Kneel & scoop out 
a little earth 

Sans pants - sans shoes 
squat & fire 

Bare butt - barefoot 
there's so much to see 

Pine martens scampering 
in the windfall spruce 

Flowering tongues of lichen 
eating their way into rock 

So much to hear 

the zazen whine of the mosquitoes 

& the electricity of flies 
rushing to their life's work 

Wipe with a green leaf 
Cover lightly & resume walking 

— Art Goodtimes 



Save tbe Cartb 

Where have the old-growth forests gone 
that used to cover most this land? 
Where have the wild salmon gone 
that were so big before the dams? 

Where are the rivers wild and free 
as wild as the raging sea? 

Now is the time to feel their worth 
and take a stand to Save the Earth. 

Where have the secret corners gone 
that used to be most everywhere? 

Where can I find the antelope, 
the eagle and the grizzly bear? 

Where are the horses wild and free, 
as wild as the ocean breeze? 

Now is the time to feel their worth 
and take a stand to Save the Earth. 

Where have the old-time farmers gone 
who showed respect for what they raise? 
Where can I find an old-time farm 
where chickens still have room to play? 
Where is the life wild and free, 
as wild as the raging sea? 

Now is the time to feel their worth 
and take a stand to Save the Earth. 



— Lynn Jacobs 


— Erik Olaf 
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Down to Earth: 

Toward a Philosophy 
of Non-Violent Living 

By John Nolt 

(224 pages, $ 16.95 ppd. Tennessee residents add $1.30 
sales tax. Earth Knows Publications, Route 2, Box 125, 
Washburn, TN 37888. All proceeds to Narrow Ridge 
Earth Literacy Center in Washburn, TN) 


MUSIC REVIEW BY ROBERT HOYT 

Did you ever wish you could tune into your local 
corporate rock radio station and hear music that not 
only rocked but also had meaningful, intelligent lyr- 
ics? Well, dream on. But if you want to shatter the 
myth that it can't be done, all you need is an old boom- 
box and a copy of Ned Mudd's Fine Time In America. 

For instance, imagine a full band banging out a 
driving, high-energy tune with lyrics like: 

You're a nation of sheep 
Led by a handful of hogs 
Throw away your rights 
And feed 'em to the dogs 
That would be Mudd's "Nation of Sheep," a 
rocking anthem of our time and one of my 
favorite songs on this album. 

From the "South's ugliest city," Birming- 
ham, Alabama, full-time paper 
monkeywrencher (environmental lawyer) 

Ned Mudd has managed to keep a foot solidly 
in the world of music by producing this latest 
of many albums. "Fine Time In America" can 
be best described as... fun. Ned Mudd and his 
Rustic Band gives a performance that is technically 
excellent, yet retains a warm, live-feel grunginess. 
Mudd's sincere, countrified singing keeps things 
intimate and homey. If you enjoy a good guitar 
lead, the ones on this album are as kick-ass as they 
are world class. 

Curiously, there are no cymbals, but you don't 
notice this unless it' s pointed out to you. This gives 
the album an interesting personality not to men- 
tion that it leaves a lot of headroom for the acoustic 
guitars to shine through. 

While few of the songs have the political "in your 
face" directness of "Nation of Sheep," Mudd's lyrics 
definitely leave us with the impression that he is 
living somewhere on the edge of this madness known 


as America in the nineties. And there is plenty here 
for those who crave ideology in their music. One of 
my favorites is "Legend of Dollar Bill," a quieter, 
haunting tune that has often brought a tear to my 
eye. It is written from the perspective of the destroy- 
ers of the Earth and their shallow values: 

I do it for the money 
Cause money is my thrill 
And when I lay me down each night 
I dream I'm Dollar Bill 


"Fine Time In America" is only available on 
cassette and it's a steal. According to Mudd, it 
didn't cost a lot to produce so he's passing along 
the savings to the consumer. It's this kind of un- 
American thinking that's going to hasten indus- 
trial collapse. 

So if you want to spend a quiet, relaxing evening 
at home, don't go playing Ned Mudd's "Fine Time 
In America," that is unless ya want to dance. But if 
you find yourself facing a long drive on little sleep, 
give this tape a spin on the old car sound system. 
You'll be bouncing in your seat. 

For a copy of Ned Mudd's Fine Time In America, 
look on page 37. 


BOOK REVIEW BY DOUG HAWES-DAVIS 

Down to Earth has a simple message; our social, 
economic and environmental problems have the 
same root; violence. In order to solve these prob- 
lems, which are truly moral issues, Americans must 
begin to live non-violently. The idea that the prin- 
ciples of non-violence should extend from human- 
to-human relations to human-to-nature relations is 
beautifully outlined in this book. 

Down to Earth details how virtually all of the 
"conveniences" of modern western society are vio- 
lent acts against both human and nonhuman life. 
The author examines many of the fundamental 
activities that are part of human existence in America, 
but rather than just complain about cars, lawn 
mowers, pesticides and snow blowers, he proposes 
simple alternatives to each. The book not only 
provides practical solutions to environmental prob- 
lems, but also the philosophical basis for a signifi- 
cant moral transition and how the transition will 
lead the individual to important behavioral changes. 
Down to Earth provides plenty of moral and philo- 
sophical evidence that as a society we must discard 
the entire notion of "convenience." Nolt builds on 
selected lessons of Ghandi, Plato, Wittgenstein, 
Kant, Nietsche and many others in developing his 
own philosophy of "caring." "Inconvenience is a 
source of revelation. Not that all inconvenience is 
revelatory; but all revelation proceeds from incon- 
venience. If our lives were conveniently arranged 
from beginning to end, then we would encounter 
nothing that engaged our care; life would remain 
competely hidden from us - and perfectly empty. 
Thus I recommend inconvenience ... in the form of 
non-violent living; that is, care." Substitute "car- 
ing" for "convenience" in our daily lives and we 
become self-reliant, non-violent. This is critical 
because, according to Nolt, "in firsthand experience 
of the fundamental processes of life we are the most 
impoverished people in history." Down to Earth 
makes it clear, however, that personal lifestyle 
changes are not enough. Political activism is no 
doubt part of the author’s vision. That we must 
begin to take responsibility, not only for ourselves 
and our families, but for our communities is a 
common theme in this book. But, where many 
environmental writers appear angry at society, John 
Nolt is hopeful. There is no doubt that he believes 
the practical and moral shifts in society are possible. 

While Nolt's revolution is one of societal renewal 
rather than industrial collapse, Down to Earth chal- 
lenges the role of the individual in virtually every 
aspect of western culture from science and technol- 
ogy to education, government and industry. His 
vision of individual self-reliance and non-violence 
would inevitably pull the current industrial/corpo- 
rate oligarchy apart at the seams. "In fitting power 
to care ... I approach the true American dream. I take 
back that portion of my power whose management 
I had carelessly abdicated to Goverment and 
Economy, and I regain freedom, independence and 
self-determination. I not they, define the prices and 
means, the ecology of my life." 

A good deal of Down to Earth reads like a college 
ethics text, and perhaps the college classroom holds 
the book's most important audience. (John is a 
professor of environmental ethics at the University 
of Tennessee in Knoxville.) Still, the author often 
has moments of brilliance that the more casual 
reader will enjoy and his lessons are certainly im- 
portant to all of us. "It would be folly ... to stop 
everything at once and bring the world economy to 
a crashing halt. But it isn't folly to ask how much is 
enough and to seek ways to give back if the true 
answer is 'less than we have already.'" A good read. 
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O/olccs from the ^forest 



T oplcs: The Forest Service; Organizing to 
Win; Private Forestry; Winners and Losers 
from Logging our National Forests; Direct 
Action; Alternative Energy; Closing Illegal 
Forest Roads; Philosophy and Environmen- 
talism; many more... 

Speakers: Joe Clisson.Richard Langdon, 
Andy Mahler, Gwen Marshall, Jim Reh, 
Simon Overbey, Chris Schimmoeller, Jan 
Wilder-Thomas, Gary Wolf, more coming 
soon (please ask)... 

‘Voice* from the forest is a business 
member of the Heartwood Coalition 

Please contact Devin for speaker fees, additional information, or to set a date for a 
presentation at: PO Box 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 
314/443—6832 (fax & phone) devin@igc . apc.org 
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WEB X)F LIFE 
AUDIO PRODUCTIONS 
RR#2 BOX 370 VERONA, ME 04416 
TRACI & DENNIS (207-469-2552) 

GRASSROOTS RADIO FOR THE LIVING EARTH 
STUMP CREEK RADIO; GREENFIRE 
CIRCLE OF LIFE: WARRIORS OF THE RAINBOW 

OUR NEW 53 PAGE AUDIO-ECO INVENTORY 
CONTAINS NEARLY 1,000 SONGS AS WELL AS 
OTHER INFORMATION WHICH CAN BE USEFUL TO 
ACTIVISTS INTERESTED IN HEARING MORE EARTH 
FRIENDLY (ECOLOGICAL; EMPOWERMENT) BROADCASTING. 
TOTAL COST $2.50 REFLECTS 
$1.50 PRINTING, 15C PAPER, $1 POSTAGE 


CAGED 



LET IT ALL OUT 


Information on the Animal 
Liberation and Earth 
Liberation Movement. Each 
issue packed with actions, 
strategies, tactics, security 
tips, information on animal 
abusers and Earth rapers, 
as well as what YOU can do 
to make a difference. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS: 

One year sub (4 issues) $16 - Sample Issue $5 
To order, send money-orders, cash and stamps, 
or to submit articles, actions and graphics write to: 

Caged Rage, PO Box 11541, Eugene, OR 97440 


TAKE IT TO THE F.B.I. 
FEB. 6, 1996 
INTERNATIONAL PROTEST AGAINST 
FBI ABUSE AND TERRORISM AND 
FOR JUSTICE FOR LEONARD PELTIER 

AT THE OFFICES OF THE FBI AND 
U.S. EMBASSIES AND CONSULATES 
ytltler mg J „ 



FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
L.P.D.C., P.O. BOX 583, 
LAWRENCE, KS 66044 USA 
913-842-5774 

NWLPSN, P.O. BOX 10262, 
OLYMPIA, WA 98502 USA 
206-383-9108 






ANNOUNCEMENTS . . . 


The Arctic National Wildlife Refuge is arguably America's most important national conservation issue. Often referred to 
as "America's Serengeti," there is no other place as complete and as wild as the Refuge. 

Since the last ice age the area has been home to many species, such as great thundering herds of Porcupine River caribou, 
musk oxen, polar bears, grizzlies, wolves, wolverines and migrating breeding birds from six continents. The Gwich'in 
people have a holy relationship with the land which has sustained them for a thousand generations. 

The oil companies who rule the world are now bearing down on this pristine place in order to steal the last of our primeval 
Earth for a couple months worth of oil and money. We've seen what their pathetic brutality has done in Nigeria, Burma, 
Ecuador, the rest of Alaska and much of the Great Plains. At all costs we must prevent them from driving their stink, 
pollution, filth and noise into the Refuge. 

There is a petition drive initiated by the Great Plains Restoration Council to get the Refuge permanently declared official 
Wilderness. Petitions should be turned in by January 3, so call and order some immediately. Representation from all 50 
states is critical. So far we are doing great but we need as many signatures as possible. 

Additionally, we are planning an Arctic National Wildlife Refuge news event in DC to cap this action to raise a little hell. 
Everybody is invited to help plan and attend. 

To receive petitions or for questions and comments call the Great Plains Restoration Council at (21 2) 714-7738 or (21 2) 966-4255. 


"A Future 
for the 
Grizzlies?" 

This unconventional 20- 
minute video explores the full 
range of threats facing grizzlies 
in British Columbia today, and 
encourages citizen involvement 
in bringing about change. Show 
it at your campus, to your local 
environmental and community 
organizations, to your mom. Ar- 
range to show it on cable TV. 
Use it to motivate your local 
NBA team when they play the 
Vancouver "Grizzlies" (see the 
last issue of the EF!J). 

Send what you can (we'd ap- 
preciate at least ten bucks, but 
less is okay and more is just fine, 
too). Contact The Grizzly 
Project, PO Box 957, Nelson, 
BC, VI L 6A5 Canada; phone/ 
fax (604) 355-2327. 

This film was produced by 
Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers and 
sponsored by our friends at the 
Fund for Wild Nature. (Both of 
their addresses are on page 39.) 



THE 

H-U*M-A*N-U*R-E 

HANDBOOK 

A GUIDE TO COMPOSTING HUMAN MANURE 

1995 by J. C. Jenkins 

198 pages, pa pert) ound, indexed, illustrated. 

How to recycle human feces and 
urine, or humanure, without the 
need for money, chemicals, tech- 
nology, odors, or environmental 
pollution. 

44 A mining book.' 1 “The ultimate in bathroom 
reading.” “A lot of s~t” “After reading this 
book you'll never flush a toilet *ith indiffer- 
ence again.” “Anyone who cares about the 
earth and wants to stop being part of our 
modem throw-away society should read this 
book.” “A dangerous piece of w riting.” 
“One of the most amazing and informa- 
tive (and useful) books we base seen.” 
“A good read for anyone ready to 
entertain the possibility of more 
fully integrating him or herself into 
the ecosystem.” “Witty and engaging.” 
“Passionate, cogently reasoned, humor- 
ous, frequently irreverent.” “One of the 
most serious and humorous, well 
researched yet humble, and motivating 
works I base read.” “A sh— ty book” 

S18.00 PPD; ORDER FROM: JENKINS 
l BUSHING, DEPT. EE, PO BOX 607, 
GROVE C ITY, PA 16127 VHA 


Gila Wilderness Alert 

During the summer of 1995, a human-caused fire burned 20,000 acres of the 
Eagle Peak roadless area of the Gila National Forest. Now, the Forest Service (FS) 
is planning a massive timber sale and roadbuilding frenzy inside the roadless area. 

Eagle Peak is a 9,000-foot peak north of the Gila Wilderness Area near the 
town of Reserve, New Mexico. The area is characterized by giant old ponderosa 
pines and firs as well as ancient junipers and piftons at the lower elevations. The 
Forest Service is going to push the sale forward under the Logging-Without- 
Laws amendment recently passed by Congress and signed by President Clinton 
[see articles on pages 8 through 1 1 in this issue]. The sale would harvest 10 million 
board feet of timber, making it the largest planned timber sale in FS Region 3 
(Arizona and New Mexico). The FS is also proposing to use steep-slope cable 
logging, an ecologically disastrous technology imported from the Pacific 
Northwest enabling the logging industry to access slopes of 40 percent grade. 

The Eagle Peak roadless area is the largest unprotected high elevation forested 
roadless area in the Southwest. Its proximity to the Gila Wilderness (the 
birthplace of Geronimo and near where ecologist Aldo Leopold learned to 
"think like a mountain") makes the area that much more significant. Our 
concern with the sale is that the Eagle Peak roadless area will be destroyed (i.e. 
roaded) and thousands of live old-growth trees will be cut because the FS says 
they will die soon. Enviros fought a proposal to enter the roadless area in the 
late 1980's and in spite of the tremendous odds against us we will do it again! 

The Southwest Center for Biological Diversity and other organizations are 
tentatively planning a forest protection encampment for the late Spring-early 
Summer of 1996. If we are unable to stop the timber sale through political 
pressure or litigation (by some miracle) we will take to the woods in an effort 
to non violently block the logging and bring public attention to the plight of the 
Southwest's old-growth forests and the Logging-Without-Laws nightmare. 

Write Gila NF Supervisor Abel Camerena to demand the cancelation Gila NF 
cancel the timber sale and urge him not to enter the roadless area. Write to the 
Gila NF, 3005 E. Camino del Bosque, Silver City, NM 88061 . Please send us a copy 
of your letter and write or call if you are interested in coming to the encampment. 
Contact the Southwest Center for Biological Diversity, POB 53102, Pinos Altos, 
NM 88053. 

SCRIBE TO THE EFS 



Walk for the Earth 

A Journey for 
Future Generations 


February 24 - April 13 


As Gandhi walked to the sea to make 
salt, a substance for life, we walk to 
reclaim the Earth for life — for the gen- 
erations yet to come. Unrestrained 
growth is killing Florida and our politi- 
cal system is failing us. We must have a 
new beginning, and one very good way 
is by working and walking together. 

Our 725-mile walk begins on High- 
way 41 in the Florida Everglades, the 
traditional home of the Seminole 
people and the ultimate water source 
for our state. We will walk to the 
Capitol in Tallahassee to present poli- 
ticians with our demands for an end 
to pollution, contamination, unre- 
strained development and corporate 
control in our state. Upon our arrival 
on April 13, statewide demonstrations 
will be held. 

In many parts of Florida it is the 
poorest people who suffer the worst 
from pesticides, phosphate mining, 
incinerators, power plants, urban 
sprawl, toxic waste dumps and high- 
way projects. As we walk we will stop 
and learn about and/or point out the 
signs of this environmental injustice. 

We will walk and listen to people — 
people who drink the same water, 
breathe the same air and are nour- 
ished by the same earth. We'll ask the 
thousands we meet to share their 
thoughts and feelings about political 
and environmental issues. We will 
carry their words to Tallahassee, shar- 
ing them along the way. 

Join with us for a day or walk the 
whole way. We walk to let it be known 
that the earth, the air, the trees and 
thereby the people are in need of pro- 
tection and worth preserving. It is a 
walk for survival. 

For more information contact the 
Florida Coalition for Peace & Justice, 
PO Box 90035, Gainesville, FL 32607; 
(904) 468-3295. 


Minimize Meat 
Consumption 



Call Toll Free 

800-567-2431 







;V 

p®S 

1 

1! 




iar n m 

All tecs are 100% Cotton and have full color, pocket logo and designs. Pocket logo also available as a design (S. M. L. XL) 



Satisfaction Guaranteed 

Please specify style size and quantity. 

$ 15.00 each + $ 3.50 s s h 

California Residence please add 8.25% sales tax 


VISA and Mastercard Accepted or send check or money order payable to: 

HEADCOUNT • 15561 Producer Lane 
m Suite K • Huntington Beach, CA 92649 
w 714.893.8965 • 800.567.2431 • fax 714.893.9090 
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COVE/MALLARD 

WINTER CAMPAIGN ° n th f roud with 
& SUMMER Ancient Forest 

STRATEGY SESSION Bus Brigade 

This year we will kickoff the Cove/ Songwriter/activist/recording artist 
Mallard Winter Campaign and plan Robert Hoyt and Cove/Mallard activ- 
for the summer — year five — with an ist Ramon are on a roadshow this 
activist conference scheduled forjanu- Winter to promote the Cove/Mallard 
ary 13, 14 and 15 (Martin Luther King campaign in Idaho. They'll start in 
Day weekend) in lively Moscow, Idaho. Wisconsin and finish somewhere in 
For those who arrive Friday evening, the Boston area ten weeks later. For 
January 12, we plan on celebrating, the most part, it's going to be "if-this- 
The sessions will feature orientation is-Tuesday-this-must-be-Cleveland," 
for new people, a meeting of the 1996 except for the four megalopoli of the 
Earth First! Round River Rendezvous East Coast where they'll dawdle for a 
committee (Yes! The Rendezvous will week each: Baltimore/Washington, 
be in Idaho near Cove/Mallard!), plan- Philly, New Yawk, and Baaston. 
ning for the Winter Campaign, and The focus is strictly Cove/Mallard, 
planning for the Summer. Creativity With song, story, video and slides, they'll 
is encouraged and all are welcome. drum-up support for this wild place. 

Logging and road building are con- So, if you live in the northeastern 
tinuing throughout the winter, so ac- quarter of the US and want to get 
tivists won’t get a rest! Plan on helping involved with these shenanigans, they 
with the Winter Campaign and stay could use help with bookings, logis- 
after the session if you can spare the tics, local media, etc. Just write or call 
time. What else are you going to do Tony Mele, at 127 E. Main #319, 
this winter anyway? Missoula, MT 59802; (406) 549-3978. 


Winter at Cove/Mallard is cold, beau- TOUR DATES ARE: 
tiful, and wild. Temperatures range U of W in Oshkosh, WI 1/10 

from 30 below to 30 above. There is U of W in Madison, WI 1/11 

lots and lots of snow. This makes for Minneapolis, MN 1/13 

great snow camping. Last Winter, we Peoria, IL? 1/17 

created snow shelters and caves, and a SIU in Carbondale, IL 1/18 

camp with a big, warm fire pit. Wash. U in St. Louis, MO 1/19 

For more information contact the Cove/ Ohio (Cleveland, Athens, ?) 1/25-2/5 
Mallard Coalition at PO Box 8968, Mos- U of P in Pittsburgh, PA 2/9 

cow, ID 83843; (208) 882-9755. Philly, PA 2/15 



Since October 18, 1995, nuclear opponents have maintained a camp on the 
site of a proposed nuclear waste dump in Ward Valley near Needles, California. 

The Department of Interior is poised to transfer the land in Ward Valley to the 
State of California so that dump construction can begin. Opponents are 
challenging it in court. At the same time, a stealth rider on the Federal Budget 
Reconciliation bill would also transfer the land, exempting the transfer from 
the Environmental Protection Act and the Endangered Species Act. With both 
Congress and Clinton pushing the dump, the land could be transferred this 
Winter. Desecration of the land could begin soon after the transfer. 

If the land is transferred, Native American organizers will ask people to come 
to Ward Valley to support and defend the encampment. Interested people will 
be notified through the use of a phone tree. If you would like to be on the phone 
tree, please call (619) 326-6267. 

People coming to the encampment or to any of the actions in Ward V alley this 
Winter should bring warm clothes, rain gear, a winter sleeping bag, a tent, food, 
water, utensils and friends. Don't bring drugs, alcohol, weapons or pets. 

The Colorado River Indian Tribes have opened an office in Needles, California 
for support and information. The new office is located at 107 F Street, Needles, 
CA 92363, and is in need of office supplies and financial support. The phone 
number is (619) 326-6267. 

To financially support the coalition to save Ward Valley, send tax-deductible 
donations payable to The BAN Waste Coalition, 2760 Golden Gate, San 
Francisco, CA 94118; (415) 868-2146. 

WE MUST ACT NOW! 

The Department of the Interior, with the support of Senator Dianne Feinstein, 
is caving in to nuclear industry pressure and will no longer require strict limits 
on the amount of plutonium and other long-lived waste allowed into the so- 
called "low level" nuclear dump. Interior will also allow the dump to be built 
before California conducts critical tests on the potential for migration of 
radionuclides into groundwater and the Colorado River recommended by the 
National Academy of Sciences. 

CONTACT the Department of the Interior and demand that they conduct the 
tests recommended by the National Academy of Sciences now and not wait 
until Ward Valley is contaminated with nuclear waste. Write to John Garamendi, 
Deputy Secretary of the Interior, 1849 C St. NW, Room 5108, Washington, DC 
20240; phone (202) 208-6291; fax (202) 208-7508. 

CONTACT Senator Dianne Feinstein and tell her that she must protect 
California's precious water, that Ward Valley is adjacent to the Mojave National 
Preserve, and that she should stand firm with Senator Boxer to oppose the 
dump. Her address is: Senator Dianne Feinstein, US Senate, Washington, DC 
20510; phone (202) 224-3841; fax (202) 228-3954, SF phone (415) 536-6868. 
Also, tell your views to the President by contacting President Bill Clinton at the 
White House, Washington, DC 20500; (202) 456-1414. 



Wondering just what the hell's happening in EF! this year? When should you 
show up for Cove/Mallard actions? When is the Southwest's first salvage sale 
going to bid? Actions on Mount Graham? Teach somebody to appeal a Forest 
Service grazing decision... Learn to write a Freedom Of Information Act request... 

Come to the EF! Activist Conference in the Sonoran Desert surrounding 
Tucson, Arizona, Febmary 9-11. (Get here Thursday afternoon because there is a 
special bonus event Thursday night! Also, there will be action fun on Monday.) 

Two people at the conference must vouch for you at the morning circle on Friday. 

The cost is $25 sliding scale (cough it up, Jack). Food Not Bombs and/or Seeds of 
Peace will be doing some cooking. Bring some food to share and your own utensils. 

Sonoran Desert weather in February is often perfect and clear (sixties during 
the day, thirties at night), but it can be rainy and cold. So come prepared! We 
will probably be meeting at a big country spread with lots of grass and trees and 
nearby hiking at Saguaro National Park. We will have some big tents for 
meeting, eating and Saturday night music if the weather is bad, but you must 
bring your own shelter for sleeping. 

Call (520) 322-9819 or 740-0810 for location. We will also send out site 
information and a map to all local EF! contacts by early January. If you come 
by plane, fly into Tucson, not Phoenix. SEE YA THERE! 


Central Appalachian 
Ecological Integrity Conference 
January 26 to 28 


The Central Appalachian Mountains are one of the most biologically diverse 
regions in the world. However, a multitude of assaults are eroding the region's 
ecological health. Due to past and present environmental impacts, most of the 
remaining Central Appalachian natural areas are fragmented, diminished and 
otherwise degraded. The wild, old-growth forest ecosystems that once blan- 
keted this region have been reduced to a few small, isolated remnants. 

The Central Appalachians offer enormous ecological potential. However, our 
existing protected natural areas are far too small and our present conservation 
efforts too timid. To begin protecting and restoring the integrity of the Central 
Appalachians we must establish a comprehensive system of buffered and 
connected ecological reserves based on the principles of conservation biology. 

The Central Appalachian Ecological Integrity Conference will be an 
educational event, round table, and working meeting to advance this process. 
Scientists, land stewards, and the concerned public will meet to appraise the 
ecology and conservation of the Appalachian portions of Pennsylvania, Ohio, 
Virginia, West Virginia, Maryland and Kentucky. The primary goal of the forum 
is to develop a strong scientific basis for citizen actions in order to reverse the 
on-going region-wide deterioration of native biological diversity. 

We will discuss the current work being done in the area, research and 
advocacy. We will focus on plants, vertebrates, hydrology, soil, community 
ecology, ecosystem dynamics, conservation biology and genetics. There will be 
discussions on reserve designs for the region, as well as hands-on mapping and 
GIS Wildlands Project Reports from all the working groups to the general 
assembly. We will examine the ecological status of the region and consider 
strategies for protection and restoration of the Central Appalachians. 

The conference will be at the Massanetta Springs Conference Center, near 
Harrisonburg, Virginia. In Virginia, take 1-81 to Harrisonburg (exit 247A). Go 
two miles east on Route 33. Turn right on route 679 (Massanetta Springs Road). 
The conference center is half a mile ahead on your right. The phone number for 
the conference center is (540) 434-3829. Ample dorm-style lodging is available 
on site at $ 15/person/night; on site motel $21/person/night. Vegetarian meals 
are provided on site for $15/day. For a registration brochure contact Charles 
Sullivan, Appalachian Restoration Campaign, Route 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, 
WV 25427; voice/fax (304) 754-9161; e-mail: cesull@ix.netcom.com. For more 
information contact Steve Krichbaum, ARC Virginia Coordinator, 412 Carter 
Street, Staunton, VA 24401; voice/fax (540) 886-1584. 



Car Plaques and T-Shirts! 

SPECIAL: P\ac\ue and T-shirt combinations. 

Put a fish on your car and a fish on your person. Price includes S&H. 

$22.95 set- H§1 


Shark T-shirt: $13 


^ alU\\U\\\U x 


r prises 

P0. Box 3793-EF 
Santa Cruz, CA 95063-3793 


Dead Fish T-shirt: $13 

Natural unbleached cotton 
T-shirts with our Shark and 
Dead Fish logos silk-screened 
in chocolate brown ink. $16 
each. Price includes S&H. 


Visit us on the World Wide Wed! 

http://www.backporch.com 

E-mail: rof@backporch.com 
Catalog $1 or FREE with order. 


5” chrome-finish, adhesive- 
backed, molded plastic. 

$7 each. Price includes S&H. 


Santa Cruz County residents add 6.257, sales tax. California residents (outside SC County) add 7.257, sales tax. 
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Everything You Always Wanted 

All proceeds from these goodies go directly to supporting the Earth First! Journal. By purchasing music and books you are also 
supporting activists as most of the musicians and authors are active in the fight to save the wild. 


$1 each, except as marked 

•AMERICAN WILDERNESS: 

LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE 
•ANOTHER MORMON ON DRUGS 
•COPULATE DON'T POPULATE 
•DARWIN ( words inside fish w/ legs) 
•DEVELOPERS GO BUILD IN HELL 
•DON’T LIKE ENVIRONMENTALISTS? 

PUT THEM OUT OF WORK 
•DREAM BACK THE BISON, 

SING BACK THE SWAN 
•EARTH FIRST! 

•FIGHT THE POWER! 

•HAYDUKE LIVES! 

•I’D RATHER BE MONKEYWRENCHING 
•IF YOUR PECKER WAS AS SMALL AS MINE, 
YOU’D NEED A MUSCLE WAGON, TOO 

(on cheap paper @ .50 ea) 

•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, 

DON’T BECOME A FATHER 
•LOVE YOUR MOTHER, DON’T BECOME ONE 
•NATIVE (w/ blue and green earth graphic) 

•NATURE BATS LAST 

•NOT POLITICALLY CORRECT 

•PAY YOUR RENT, WORK FOR THE EARTH 

•QUESTION TECHNOLOGY 

•REAL MEN-DON T SHOOT WOLVES 

•REAL MEN-GET VASECTOMIES 

•RESCUE THE RAINFOREST 

•RESIST MUCH, OBEY LITTLE 

•SAVE THE DAMMED SALMON 

•SAVE THE WILD 

•STOP CLEARCUTTING 

•STOP CLEARCUTTING 

(on cheap paper § .50 ea) 

•STOP PUBLIC LANDS RANCHING 
•STOP THE FOREST SERVICE, 

SAVE OUR WILD COUNTRY 
•SUBVERT THE DOMINANT PARADIGM 
•THANK YOU FOR NOT BREEDING. 

•THINK GLOBALLY, ACT LOCALLY 
•VISUALIZE INDUSTRIAL COLLAPSE 
•WOLVES, NOT COWS 


T-Shirts 



The whimsical look for this year's 
direct action; “Recon anyone?" 


Books 

Earth First! Songbook 

Carolling lyrics the whole family will love!!! 

77 songs/33 artists/guitar chords/info — $10 

ECODEFENSE: A Field Guide to 

Monkeywrenching 

By Dave Foreman a aywood 

EnensiwjetygkJ^’ea, expanded Third Edition, 
NmTxidd Books, 350 pages — $18 

The Monkey Wrench Gang 

By Edward Abbey 

Join Bonnie, Doc, Seldom and Hayduke on an epic 
monkeywrenching adventure. A must-read for any up 
and coming Earth First! er. Fiction, 387 pages — $6 

A Sand County Almanac 

By A Ido Leopold 

Absolutely the best book ever written. Buy a copy 
for your mom and one for Uncle Bob. 

Special Commemorative Edition, 295 pages — $9 

If An Agent Knocks 

Straightforward information about how to handle a 
visit from those pesky FBI agents. 

In Spanish and English, 15 pages — $1 


Stuff For Cool People 


Earth First! Fist Caps (cotton, adjustable) $10 
Tan • Brown Forest Camo • Green Forest Camo • Desert Camo 

Earth First! Fist Patch $2.50 

Rubber Stamps ( 1 1/2” X 2 ” wood block) Earth First! Fist • Earth First! Tools $5 

Silent Agitators (l 1/8” round) 30/S1.50 
Earth First! Fist • Earth First! Tools • No Deal, Assholes 

Window Stickers ( 3 ” round) Earth First! Fist 4/$l • No Cows 6/$l 

Free Tabloids!!! 

EF! Primer • EF! Trinkets and Snake Oil • Headwaters Forest • Kids for Konservation 
Wake Up! • War On The Bear • Voluntary Human Extinction • Bitchin’ Times 
NEW • Western Shoshone Defense Project • NEW • Predators 


All t-shirt designs are available in medium, large 
and extra large; for XX large add an additional $3 

No Fucking Compromise 

White on Black — $12 

Free the Earth 

Multi-color on Tourquoise — $12 

A Higher Law: 

Unbroken Wilderness Forever 

Multi-color on Unbleached — $12 

Visualize Direct Action 

Black and White on Unbleached — $10 

Earth First Tools 

Black on Unbleached — $10 

Earth First! Fist 

Green Fist on Unbleached — $10 
Black on Kelly Green or Red — $12 
Multi-color on Black or Forest Green — $13.50 


Timber Wars and Other Writings 

By Judi Bari 

Judi’s collection of essays describes life in defense 
of the forest and opposing logging of old- growth 
redwoods in northern California. 89 pages — $12 

Waste of the West: 

Public Lands Ranching 

By Lynn Jacobs 

This monster of a book tells you everything you ever 
wanted to know about cows in the West. Contact list, 
statistics, 500-item bibliography, index, over 1000 
illustrations (photos, cartoons, graphics, charts, 
maps), large coffee table edition, 602 pages — $28 

Wilderness on the Rocks 

By Howie Wolke 

Wolke argues with logic and passion that our 
undeveloped public lands are wilderness on the 
rocks — scenic areas that lack ecological integrity 
and do not provide the necessary habitat for 
species survival. Tables, black and white photos, 
bibliography. Ned Ludd Books, 240 pages — $15 


Wrench in the New Year with the New 



Action Calendar 


New Art! 

New Photos! 

New Anniversaries! 


BACK ISSUES 

Don't be the last one under 
the tree to grab your very own 
collection of Earth First! 
Journals. They are only $2 for 
'90s editions and $3 for the 
rare '80s editions. Perfect for 
that collector in every family. 
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Austin Lounge Lizards 

Witty, intelligent, country-western parody, Lizard 
songs poke fun at everything worth poking fun at. 

“Creatures From the Black Saloon” 

“Highway Cafe of the Damned” 

“Paint Me on Velvet” 

“Lizard Vision” •LIVE* 

Tapes — $10 • CD — $15 

Darryl Cherney 

Earth First! organizer, songwriter and performer, 
Darryl is an Earth First! living legend. 

“Timber” Tape — $12 

“I Had to be Born This Century” — $ 1 2 

Lone Wolf Circles 

A magical journey into the wilderness with 
poetry and music. 

“Oikos” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 

Alice DiMicele 

One of Oregon’s most talented musicians. Alice 
celebrates love and life with her powerful voice. 
“Naked” Tape— $12 • CD— $15 
“Make a Change” Tape — $12 
“It’s a Miracle” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 
‘Too Controversial” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 
“Searching” Tape — $12»CD — $15 

EXIT-13 

A green, psychedelic GRIND band from 
Pennsylvania that advocates monkeywrenching,, 
vegetarianism and hemp legalization. They have a 
cut on “ETHOS MUSIC” entitled “Earth First!” 
and a page in the liner notes dedicated to EF! 
“Don’t Spare the Green Love” 

“Ethos Music” CDs — only $10 

Robert Hoyt 

With his southern folk sound, biting lyrics and 
virtuoso guitar mastery, Robert is a favorite at 
rendezvous campfires and coffee shops. 
“Dumpster Diving Across America” 

Tape — $12 • CD — $15 

“As American As You” Tape — $12 


Greg Keeler 

Marvelous country-folk satire. Greg Keeler’s wit 
must be heard to be fully appreciated and 
laughed at. 

“Songs of Fishing, Sheep 
and Guns in Montana” Tape — $10 
“Talking Sweet Bye & Bye” Tape — $10 
“Bad Science Fiction” Tape — $10 
“Post-Modern Blues” Tape — $10 
“Enquiring Minds” Tape — $10 

Katie Lee 

Katie Lee’s strong voice speaks of Colorado’s 
canyons, plateaus and people. 

“Colorado River Songs” Tape — $8 
“Love’s Little Sisters” Tape — $8 

Dana Lyons 

Dana’s soulful voice and strong guitar convey a 
powerful, and often humorous, message. 

“Turn of the Wrench” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 
“Animal” Tape — $12 
“At Night They Howl at the Moon” 
Environmental songs for kids with John Seed 
Tape— $12 • CD— $15 

Peg Millett 

A longtime Earth First! activist and convicted 
felonious monkeywrencher, Peg has one of the 
most beautiful voices you’ll ever hear. 

“Clear Horizon” Tape — $12 • CD — $17 
The CD contains all songs from the tape plus 
eleven songs from Gentle Warrior. 

“Gentle Warrior” Tape — $12 

Casey Neill 

With inspiring, Earth-based lyrics and lamming 
guitar, Casey’s a favorite Northwest musician 
and a uncompromising Earth First! activist. 
“Pawprints” Tape — $12 
“riffraff” Tape— $12* CD— $15 

Bill Oliver 

Texan Bill Oliver sings rollicking Earth First! 
classics that have become favorite sing-alongs. 

“Better Things To Do” — $10 
“Texas Oasis” Tape — $10 


Joanne Rand 

Joanne’s strong and versatile voice climbs and 
dances through her inspirational songs and music. 
“Live” Tape — $12 
“Home” Tape — $12 

“Choosing Sides” Tape — $12 • CD — $15 

“The Monkey-Puzzle” CD — $15 

Walkin' Jim Stoltz 

Walkin’ Jim’s deep, powerful voice and wilderness- 

inspired lyrics will launch a howl in your heart. 

“The Vision” Tape— $10 

“A Kid for the Wild” Tape — $10 

“Listen to the Earth” Tape — $10 

“Forever Wild” Tape— $10 

“Spirit Is Still On The Run” Tape— $10 


iTCHKUNG! 

“jTCHKUNG! is the sound made by the machine 
in motion, stamping out mass produced media- 


ocrities.” They combine snare dmn^^ielins, 
power saws and rebeUi^itJtiASfisio create a driving 
ethno/^^iAYDflsmi beat. This band threatens to 
change the entire Earth First! music scene. 


CD— $9 

NEW! 

Ned 

Mudd 

AND HIS 

Rustic 

Band 



Most folks associate Ned Mudd’s music with a 
strange blend of eco-ideology. Fine Time in 
America is neihter politically or technologically 
correct. Many of the songs were recorded quasi- 
live in a bumed-out warehouse. Ned and his Rustic 
Band are stricdy analog. 

“Fine Time In America” Tape — $9 


I 

I 

I 
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And I quote: 
"Ho, Ho, Ho." 


Clip and send to: Earth First! Merchandise, PO Box 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 

Earth First! Merchandise Order Form 


I 

| Quantity Description Color Size Price 



I 

| CITY STATE ZIP COUNTRY 



Allow 4-5 weeks for delivery. Call us at (541) 741-9191 if you haven’t received your order. Please use this form for ordering. Thanks! 


On 

<D 


3 


Yule 1995 Earth First! Page 37 



Wrench in the New 
Year with the new 

Earth First! 
Calendar 

New Art! New Photos! 
New Anniversaries! 
and only. . . 

$8 

[to order a calendar use the form on page 37) 


ORGANIC COFFEE Brew The Perfect Cup 

100% Pure, Rich, Fresh, ECO-GROWN Arabics Beans.... 

Direct from small-scale Eco-active farmers. 

Simply THE BEST....SingIe-origin Varietals, Gourmet Blends. 
Natural-flavor specialties & Natural Decafs, available. 
Exceptional mountain-grown coffees from: Colombia, Costa Rica, 

Guatemala, Mexico & Peru $ 8.90 to 9.40/lb.+ 

Classic varietals from Sumatra, New Guinea & Hawaii.. ..$9.90/lb.+ 
Gourmet blends like: Road Warrior, Rocket Expresso, Stellar Brew, 
Tahoe Cappuccino, Breakfast Brew & Zen BIend.$8.90~9.90/lb. 
Natural flavored ... Amaretto, Chocolate-Almond, Hazelnut & 
Cardamom $ 10.50/lb. 

Natural Decafs: Phantom blend, Peru-french roast, Hazelnut.Sl 0.95/lb 

MediumN A^cjy j&r Full-City & French Roast to please alt tastes and desires. 

Drink Coffee with a Conscience! 
\^NS|1viWntain Organics 

iL A^k about our Sampler & Gift-Pack specials!!! 
l-8oo-318-2077 Credit cards, checks, money orders. Quantity discounts. 



TAKE HEART! 


We promise "Plain talk for 
Interesting Times." 
Politics, ecology, 
social justice, animals, 
city/country issues. 
From the heart. 
Opinion © Fiction © Poetry 
$3.50, sample; $28, 1 yr. sub. 


COUNTRY CONNECTIONS 


P.O. Box 6748 
Dept EF 

Pine Mountain, CA 96222-67 48 
806.242.1047 
fax 806.242.6704 
e-mail coountryink@aol.com 


With the onset ot the Fall, the legal killing of 
Black Bears has resumed In British Colmnbla. 
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Last year an estimated 11,000 Black Bears were 
slaughtered by hunters, poachers, and various 
government officers. Non-resident hunters through 
guide outfitters and their businesses accounted for 
approx. 20% of that number. 

This spring, Bear Watch stepped up Ifs efforts to 
defend the great bruin. 

The ongoing campaign combines extensive media 
advertising with both moderate and radical direct 
action strategies. Forging alliances with First 
Nations, Bear Watch is increasing the pressure on 
those responsible to end their killing. 

.. \\\, Call 1-800-836-5501 for more Info. 

OW »201, 1472 Commtirltl Drive, 

r* Vancouver. B.C., V5L 3X9, Canada 

OeUT \nrUtch hean*1chiahellx.ne1 



Work with the southern Rockies’ most exiting crew of greenies. Sinapu is hiring a Habitat Restoration Director and a Canvass Director. 

The Habitat Restoration Director will coordinate legal efforts to end destructive grazing of public lands. S/he will also train and supervise volunteers to monitor and 
intervene against public land abuses. Sinapu is offering the traditional penurious activist wage, and will only hire an individual who can accomplish amazing feats. 

The Canvass Director will hire, train and supervise canvassers throughout Colorado. The pay is better. The Canvass Director will work closely with Sinapu’s Outreach 
Coordinator on political involvement of new members. (We do not accept the PIRG-style canvass!) Please send a letter ASAP to Sinapu, PO Box 3243, Boulder CO 80307. 


A JOURNAL SUBSCRIPTION MAKES A NICE GIFT 


Clip and send to: 

EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL 

Subscriptions, P. O. Box 1415 
Eugene, Oregon 97440 USA 
O $500 Lifetime Subscription ( 541 ) 741-9191 

O $25 Regular Rate (Third Class Bulk) CD $35 First Class (US, and all of Canada and Mexico) 

CD $15-20 Low Income/Non-Profit/Library CD $55 Brown Bag (First Class in a plain wrapper) 

CD US $35 Surface Mail, International CD US $45 Air Mail, International (no foreign checks please) 

CD $ DONATION CD $45 Corporate or Law Enforcement Rate 

Subscriber Name 

Address 

City State Zip Country 

The Earth First! Journal subscription list is entirely confidential. If you use an alias, make sure that the post office knows that you, or someone, is getting 

mail at your address under that name or it may not be delivered. Additionally, notify us when you change your address and if you don’t want to miss an issue. Yule 95 
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Earth First! Directory 
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ALASKA 

Alaska EF! Wally World 

POB 670647, Chugiak, AK 99567 

Mike or Billie 

POB 6197, Sitka, AK 99835 

ARIZONA 

Phoenix EF! 

POB 8795, Phoenix, AZ 85066 
Arizona Wildlands Museum 
POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285 
Tucson EF! AZEF! Newsletter 
POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722 
CALIFORNIA 
Northcoast EF! 

POB 4796, Areata, CA 95S18 
(707) 825-7088 
Redwood Action Team 
Darryl Cherney 

POB 34, Garberville, Ecotopia 95542 
(707) 923-DEMO 
Sonoma County EF! 

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 523-1229 
Nevada County EF! 

374 Mill St., Grass Valley, CA 95945 
(916) 274-2956 
Bay Area EF! 

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 

Bay Area EF! Hotline (510) 848-8724 

Wiley Coyote 

POB 74283, Davis, CA 95617 
Davis EF!/FOW-Cascadia 
POB 72291, Davis, CA 95616 
(916) 753-1678 
Santa Cruz EF! 

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061 
(408) 425-3205 
N. Orange County EF! 

POB 693, Yorba Linda, CA 92686-0693 
Orange County EF! 

POB 4960-593, Irvine, CA 92716 
(714) 451-3578 
Los Angeles EF! 

POB 4381, N. Hollywood, CA 91617 
(818) 906-6833 
Alluvial EF! 

POB 77027, #102, Pasadena, CA 91107 
Mojave EF! 

POB 842, Barstow, CA 92312-0842 
(619) 961-8489 
mojaveef@envirolink.org 
Baja Ecotopia EF! 

POB 33663, San Diego, CA 92163 

COLORADO 

Walkabout 

POB 1166, Boulder, CO 80306 
(303) 943-2354 

San Juan EF! 

POB 3204, Durango, CO 81302 

Michael Lewinski 

2040 16th St., Boulder, CO 80302 

(303) 443-7436 

Wilderness Defense! 

POB 460101, Aurora, CO 80046-0101 

aq328@freenet.uchsc.edu 

Art Goodtimes 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
Tim Haugen 
The Wild Ranch Review 
POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042 
Kirsten Atkins 

POB 592, Crested Butte, CO 81224 
Roaring Fork EF! 

Ill Polo, Glenwood Springs, CO 81601 

FLORIDA 

Big Bend EF! 

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316 
(904) 421-1559 
Alachua EF! 

3108 SE 16th Terr, Gainesville, FL 32641 
(904) 375-1454 

GEORGIA 

Students for Environmental Awareness 
205 Memorial Hall, Athens, GA 30609 
(706) 542-8102 

HAWA II 

Christopher Hope-Cowing 
POB 1031, Makawao, HI 96768 
(808) 572-2546 

IDAHO 

Northern Rockies Preservation 
1501 1/2 N. 13th St., Boise, ID 83702 
(208) 345-8077 
Cove/Mallard Coalition 
POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843 
(208) 882-9755, fax (208) 883-0727 
ILLINOIS 
Chicago EF! 

POB 6424, Evanston, IL 60204 
Red Buffalo EF! 

POB 185, Normal, IL 61761 
Shawnee EF! 

913 S. Illinois, Carbondale, IL 62901 
(618) 549-7387 
INPIANA - 
South Central Indiana EF! 

2062 Ridgewood, Madison, IN 47250 


MAINE 
Maine EF! 

POB 183, Harmony, ME 04942 
Solon EF! 

RFD 1, Box 4025, Solon, ME 04979 

Bob and Amy 

POB 869, Searsport, ME 04974 
MARYLAND 
Anacostia-Rock Creek EF! 

POB 5625, Takoma Park, MD 20913 
(301) 270-0857 

Mass EF! 

POB 708, Littleton, MA 01460-2708 
Martha's Vineyard EF! 

RR 1, Box 381A 

Martha's Vinyard, MA 02568 

Mid-Connecticut River Valley EF! 

POB 35, Montague, MA 01351 

MINNESOTA 

Big Woods EF! 

c/o Arise! Bookstore 

2441 Lyndale South, Mnpls, MN 55405 

MISSOURI 

Big River EF! 

50 Clarkson Ctr., Suite 493 
Chesterfield, MO 63017 
Ray O McCall 
Rt. 1, Box 89 

Mountain Grove, MO 65711 
Pink Planarians 

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205-7653 

(314) 443-6832 

74747.2052@compuserve.com 

Chinquapin Resistance 

POB 3093, St. Louis, MO 63130 

(314) 862-5343 

MONTANA 

Northern Rockies BiodiversityProject 
POB 4431, Whitefish, MT 59937 
(406) 862-4945 
Wild Rockies EF! 

POB 9286, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-5733 (message #) 
Yellowstone EF! 

POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406) 585-9211 
NEBRASKA 

Environmental Resource Center 
370 Bordeaux Rd, Chadron, NE 69337 
(308) 432-3458 

NEW I ERSE Y 

PAW Pinelands/Kittatiny Project 

POB 506, Bloomfield, NJ 07003 

(201) 748-4322 

NEW MEXICO 

Land of Disenchantment EF! 

POB 72295, Albuquerque, NM 87195 
(505) 298-3864 
NEW YORK 
Wetlands Preserve 
James Hansen 

161 Hudson St, NY, NY 10013 
(212) 966-5244, fax (212) 925-8715 

Foghorn 

Quadrilateral Commisson 
POB 703, Huntington, NY 11743 
(516) 424-6499 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Katdah EF! 

POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802 

OHIO 

Cleveland EF! 

POB 14113, Cleveland, OH 44114 
(216) 397-9295 
Ohio Valley EF! 

POB 17, Univ. of Cincinnati 
Cincinnati, OH 45221-1001 
(513) 281-6892 
Oberlin Earth First! 

Wilder Box 76, Oberlin, OH 44074 
Hock-Hocking Watershed F.F! 
Whaley Mander 

8 N. Court St. # 307, Athens, OH 45701 
(614) 594-6400 
Piankasha EF! 

7992 Hopper Rd., Cincinatti, OH 45255 

OKLAHOMA 

Ecocentric Vegans EF! 

POB 891646, OKC, OK 73189-1646 

OREGON 

Blue Heron EF! 

Reed Coll. SAO, Portland, OR 97202 
(503) 771-1112x7875 
Central Ecotopia EF! 

427 SW Madison #113, Corvallis, OR 97333 
Southern Willamette EF! 

POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440 
(541) 343-7305, swef@efn.org 
Kangaroo EF! 

POB 332, Williams ,OR 97544 
Kalmiopsis EF! 

POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523 
(541) 592-3386 

Blue Mts. Biodiversity Project 

HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Preserve Appalacian Wilderness/ 
Mid-Atlantic Biodiversity Project 
917 Church St., Indiana, PA 15701 
(412) 349-5936 
Allegheny EF! 

POB 81011, Pittsburg, PA 15217 
Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave., Carnegie, PA 15106 
Scott Thiele 

RD 4, 237-A Elk Ln., Montrose, PA 18801 

TEN NESSEE 

Katuah EF! 

Tennessee Valley Faction 
POB 281, Chattanooga, TN 37401 
(615) 624-3939 

TEXAS 
EF! Austin 

POB 7292, U Stn., Austin, TX 78713 
(512) 320-0413 
Corpus Christi EF! 

4114 Claudia, Corpus Christi, TX 78418 
(512) 937-6019 
East Texas EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364 

UTAH 

Autonomy House 

POB 11015, SLC, UT 84147 

Wild Wasatch Front 

847 W 700 S, Brigham City, UT 84302 

VERMONT 

Two Rivers EF! 

POB 85, Sharon, VT 05065 
Biodiversity Liberation Front 
The ALARM 

J.R., POB 804, Burlington, VT 05402 

VIRGINIA 

Virginia EF! 

Rt. 1, Box 250, Staunton, VA 22401 

(703) 885-6983 

Massive Retaliation 

2129 General Booth Blvd. #253 

Virginia Beach, VA 23454-5872 

(804) 468-3180 

Sherman 

POB 13192, Roanoke, VA 24031-3192 

WASHINGTON 

Jeanette Russell 

Bellingham, WA (360) 647-1680 

Olympic EF! 

112 Umatilla, Port Townsend, WA 98368 
Seattle EF! WA EF! Bulletin 
POB 60164, Seattle, WA 98160 
ChectwootEF! ENTMOOT! 

POB 10147, Olympia, WA 98502 
The Collective 

Brooke, 113 Bell, Seattle, WA 98121 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Central Appalachian Biodiversity Project 

Rt. 3, Box 390, Hedgesville, WV 25427 

(304) 754-9161 

WISCONS IN 

Midwest Headwaters Journal 
& Midwest Headwaters Action 
c/o Madison Peace Co-op 
731 State, Madison, WI 53711 
(608) 255-8765 or (608) 241-9426 
Hank Bruse 

235 Travis, Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 
(715) 423-5636 
North Forests EF! 

POB 725, Oshkosh, WI 54902 
(414) 426-2357 
Purple Earth 

POB 645, Portage, WI 53901 
(608) 742-5415 


LWOD #6 


Last Call! 
for Submissions 

The long, long awaited Live Wild 
or Die #6 is in the final stages of 
production (really!) and this is the 
“last call” for submissions. Send 
prose, rants, weird articles from 
mainstream media, art, radical 
education ideas, poetry, farm punk 
philosophy, photos, letters, 
10-most wanted list candidates, 
“How to...,” and 
other daily directions to: 
LWOD, PO Box 2732, 
Asheville, NC 28802. 


Ciive the gift that 
keeps on informing: 
a subscription to the 
Earth First! Journal. 


Earth First! 



Projects 

The Boycott Quarterly 
POB 30727, Seattle, WA 98103 
Cascadia Fire Ecology 
Education Project 
POB 3S63, Eugene, OR 97403 
Coast Watch 
POB 1811, Rockland, ME 04841 
Cold Mountain, 

Cold Rivers Video Project 
POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807 
(406) 728-0867 
Direct Action Fund 
POB 210, Canyon, CA 94516 
(510) 376-7329, fax 631-7958 


Kids for Konservation 
Eagle Watch (temporary address) 
c/o EF//, POB 1415, Eugene, OR 97440 
Ranching Task Force 
POB 5784, Tucson, AZ 85703 
(602) 791-2913 

Sea Defense Alliance (SeDnA) 

POB 67121, Scotts Valley, CA 95067 
Video Warriors AVise Use Watch 
POB 2182 , Berkeley, CA 94702 
Warrior Poets Society 
ASUC Box 361 
Berkeley, CA 94720-1111 
Earth Liberation Prisoners 
c/o Box 23, 5 High St., Glastonbury 
Somerset, England 


International EF! Directory 


AUSTRALIA 

Rainforest Information Centre 
John Seed 

POB 368, Lismore, NSW 2480 
(066) 21-85-05 

EF! Australia 

Canopy, POB 1738QGPO, 

Melbourne 3001, Victoria 

(03) 354-7972, fax (03) 416-2081 

CANADA 

EF! Vancouver 

1472 Commercial, Box 176 

Vancouver, BC V5L 3X9 

(604) 473-0174 

EF! Prince George 

Box 1762, Prince George, BC V2L 4V7 

Boreal Owl 

Box 1053, Kamloops, BC V2C 6H2 

EF! Manitoba 

15-222 Osborne St. South 

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3L 1Z3 

(204) 453-9052 

EF! Toronto 

PO Box 70, 1576 Queen St. West 

Toronto, Ontario M6R 1A6 

(416) 534-5323 

EF! Ottawa 

Box 4612 Station E 

Ottawa, Ontario K1S 5H8 

EF! Montreal 

Diffusion Noire 

c/o Librairie Alternative 

2035 St. Laurent, 2 e etage 

Montreal, PQ H2X 2T3 

DENMARK 

EF! Denmark 

c/o Troels Floe, 5,th 

43 Absalonsgade, 1658 Copenhagen V 

(45) 31228241 

EIRE 

An Talamh Glas, c/o Anne, Abbey St. 
Allinrobe, County Mayo 

ENGLAN D 

(Over 60 local groups exist in 
England; for a list, write to the EF! 
Action Update, POB 7, Cardiff CF2 
4XX; phone 01222-383363; 
fax 01222-640666; 
ActionUpdate@gn.apc.org.uk 
London Greenpeace 
S Caledonia Rd., Kings Cross 
London N1 9DX 
0171 837 7SS7 
South Downs EF! 

Prior House, 6 Tilbury Place 
Brighton/East Sussex BN2 2GY 


FRANCE 
Resistance verte 
Editions ARS, BP 890 
44022 Nantes Cedex 01 

GERMANY 

EF! Germany 

Avalon, Friedrich-Ebert-Str. 24 
45127 Essen 

INDIA 

Anand Skaria 

PB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala 
(009) 484-25435 SAVE 
Bander Bagicha 

Near Maurya LokPATNA-800 001 
Bihar, Post Box 229 
PHILIPPINES 
Ariel Betan, Green Forum 
3rd Floor, Liberty Building 
Pasay Rd., Makati, Metro Manila 
(2) 816-0986, 851-110, 818-3207 
Volunteers for Earth Defense 
189 San Antonio Ext. SFDM 
1105 Quezon City 
POLAND 

Workshop For All Beings 
ul. Modrzewskiego 29/3, 

43-300 Bielsko, Biala 
fax: 0048-30-29496 

RUSSIA 

Rainbow Keepers (10 local groups) 
POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod 603082 
(8312) 34-32-80, tretyput@glas.apc.org 
Rainbow Keepers (Moscow) 

(095) 954-91-93, rk@glas.apc.org 

SCOTLANP 

Glasgow EF! 

POB 180, Glasgow G4 9AB 
+44 (0)41 636 1924/339 8009 
fax: +44 (0)41 424 3688 
scotree@gn.apc.org 

S LOVAK I A 

Earth First! 

A. Hlinku 11, 96001 Zvolen 

SPAIN 

Manuel A. Demandes 

Taller de E. A. ACURUXA 

J. B. Xelmirer J, Campus Universitario 

1570 S Santiago 

phone: 584321, fax: 584533 

SWEDEN 

Morgan Larsson 

Lagmansgatan 9C 

462 37 Vanersborg 

UKRAINE 

Rainbow Keepers (5 local groups) 
c/o Nadia Shevchenko 
Glushkova 17-22, Kiev, 252187 
(044) 266-93-10, nadia@glas.apc.org 


Support Jailed Activists 


Rod Coronado 
03895000 FCI §1%, # 
FCIPO Box 23811 
Tucson, AZ 85706 * 

National Activist Network 
POB 19515 

Sacramento, CA 95819 
(916) 452-7179 

Milton Born with a Tooth 
c/o MEDF, Box 53 
10024-82 Avenue, 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6E 1Z3 CANADA 


Fund for Wild Nature 

A non profit, tax-exempt foundation 
which funds research, education and 
literature projects. Funding proposals 
and donations can be sent to: 

Fund for Wild Nature 
PO Box 1657 
Corvallis, OR 97339 
(541) 757-1780 

Whether you’re a faithful 

SUBSCRIBER ORACONIACT GROUP. 
PLEASE (PLEASE 1 .) SEND US YOUR 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS POST HASTE! 
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No Compromise in Defense of Mother Earth! 





